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PREFACE 
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TRANSLATOR. 
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Reader, 




I N the work laid before you,' you are not to 
expefl; the beauties of imagination ; truth 
alone is the objeft of this refearch. Hiftory has 
always been confidered as the fchool in which 
the ftatefman is to learn the art of government; 
the citizen to read with awe of thofe difaftrous 
days of bloodlhed and rapine, exprefled by the 
terra Revolution. This work will lay open the 
moft terrible, and perhaps the moll aflonilhing 
concatenation of intrigue, that has ever entered 
the mind of man, to bring about the dreadful 
revolution, with which all Europe has been con- 
vulfed. 

• The Firft Part will contain. The Antichris- * 

TiAN Conspiracy, or that of the Sophijlers of 
Impiety againft the God of Chriftianity, and a- 
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gainft every religion and every altar, whether 
Proteftant or 'Catholic, Lutheran or Calvinift, 
provided it be but Chriftian. 

The Second Part will fliow. The Anti-mo- 
NARCHicAL* Conspiracy, or that of the 
Urv of Impiety^ coalefcing with th'ofe of Rebellion 
againft all kings. 

The Third Part will demonftrate The Anti¬ 
social Conspiracy, or that of the Sophiflers 
of Impiety coalefcing with thofe of Anarchy againft 
every religion,., agaiiift every, government, with¬ 
out even excepting the republican, againft all 
civil fociety and all property whatever. 

The firft of thefe confpiracies was that of thofe 
men called Philofophers. The fecond that of 
the Philofophers united with the Occult Lodges 
of the Freemafons.* The third was that of the 
Philofophers and the Occult-Mafpns coalefced 
with the Illumines, who generated the Jacobins. 

It is with confidence that we prefent the firft 
volume'to the public, after the approbation which 
one of the moft diftinguifhed authors of the age, 
both for his political knowledge, and the noble 
ardor he has fhown in his writings to fubdue the 
growing evil, was pleafed to exprefs, when he 
read the firft volume of the French original. 
He was flattering enough to fay, in writing to 
the author, “ The whole of the wonderful nar- 
“ rative is fupported by documents and proofs, 

* We fay Occult Lodges, as the Freemafons in general 
were far from being acquainted with the confpiracies of the Oc¬ 
cult Lodges; and indeed many were not people to be tampered 
with. It might be objected, that all lodges were occult: with 
regard to the public they were fo ; but befides the common 
lodges, there exifted others which were hidden from the gene¬ 
rality of the Freemafons. It is thofe which the author ftyles 
Arrieres Loges, and that we have tranflatcd by Occult 
Lodges. 
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“ with the moft juridical regularity and exad- 
“ nefs. The reflexions and reafonings are in- 
“ terfperfed with infinite judgment, and in their 
“ moft proper places, for leading the fentiments 
“ of the reader and preventing the force of plau- 
“ fible objeftions. The tendency of the whole 
“ is admirable in every point of view, political, 
“ religious and philofophical.” 


After fuch a decided opinion on the French 
original, the tranflator cannot but think it a duty 
he has fulfilled in laying fuch a work open to thofe 
of his countrymen, who may not be fufficiently 
vcrfed in the French language ; and if in fo crit¬ 
ical a moment, he can, by this means, ferve his 
country, he is willing to take upon himfelf alF 
thofe inaccuracies of ftyle, which are too fre¬ 
quent in tranflations, efpecially when done in 
hafte. That the reader may be inftrufted in thefe 
dreadful plots, and be acquainted with the whole 
and nothing but the truth, is the fincere wilh of 
the 
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It would be ufelefs to add, that in all quota¬ 
tions the moft literal eiadtnefs has been obferved. 
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Preliminary Difcourfe* 


jHlT an early period of the French Revolution, there 
appeared a feft calling itfelf Jacobin, and teaching that 
all men nvere equal and free / In the name of their equal¬ 
ity and diforganizing liberty, they trampled under foot 
the altar and the throne; they ftimulated all nations 
to rebellion, and aimed at plunging them ultimately 
into the horrors of anarchy. 

At its firft appearance, this fe£t counted 300,000 
adepts ; and it was fupported by two million-s of men, 
Scattered through France, armed with torches and 
pikes, and all the fire-brands of revolution. 

It was under the aufpices of this feft, by their in¬ 
trigues, their influence, and their impulfe, that France 
beheld itfelf a*prey to every crime ; that its foil -was 
ftained with the blood of its pontiffs and priefts, of its 
rich men and nobles ; with the blood of every clafs of 
its citizens, without regard to rank, age or fex ! Thefe 
were the men who, after having made the unfortunate 
Lewis XVI. his Queen and Sifter, drink to the very 
dregs the cup of outrage and ignominy during a long 
confinernent, folemnly murdered them on a fcaffold, 
proudly menacing the fovereigns of the earth with a 
Cmilar fate ! Thefe are the men who have made the 
French Revolution a fccurge to all Europe, a terror to 
its Powers, who vainly combine to ftop the progrefs 
of their revolutionary armies, more numerous and de- 
ftrudlive than the inundations of the Vandals. 

WTiCnce originated thefe men, who feem to arlfe 
from the bowels of the earth, who ftart into exiftence 

Vol. 1 . B 
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with their plans and their projefts, their tenets and 
their thunders, their means and ferocious refolves; 
whence, I fay, this devouring fe£l ? Whence this fwarm 
of adepts, thefe fyftems, this frantic rage againft the 
altar and the throne, againft every inftitution, whether 
civil or religious, fo much refpefted by our anceftors ? 
Can their primogeniture in the order of the revolution 
give them this tremendous power, or were they not 
anterior ? is it not their own work ? where then was 
their hiding place ? Their fchools, their mafters, where 
fhall we find them, and who will dive into their future 
projects ? This French Revolution ended, will they 
ccafe to defolate the earth, to murder its kings, ta 
fanaticife its people ? 

Thefe certainly are queftions that cannot be indif¬ 
ferent to nations or their rulers, or to thofe who watch 
for the happinefs and prefervation of fociety 5 and 
thefe are the queftions which I will attempt to anfwer. 
I will feek their folution in the very annals of the fefi, 
whence I will fliew their plans and fyftems, their plots 
and means. Such, Reader, will be the objeft of the 
following Memoirs. 

Had I feen the plots and oaths of the Jacobins end 
with the difafters they produced ; had I feen the cloud 
of our misfortunes dilTipated with the French Revo^ 
lution, ftill ftiould I ftand convinced of the importance 
and neceffity of difclofing to the world the dark re- 
cefles from whence it burft into being. 

When with awe and reverence we read of plagues 
and other fcourges that have defolated the earth, though 
the danger may be pafied, they are not to be confid- 
ered as obje 61 ;s of mere curiofity. In the hiftory of 
poifons we find the antidotes ; in the hiftory of mon- 
fters we learn the weapons that deftroyed them. 
When former fcourges re-appear, or are to be appre¬ 
hended, is it not our duty to explore the eaufes which 
firft promoted their deftru 61 :ive influence, the means 
by which they might have been oppofed, and the er¬ 
rors by which they may again be produced ? The pref¬ 
ent geiieralion is inftrufted by the misfortunes of the 
paft ; be then the future inftrufted by the hiftory of 
ours. 

But we have evils yet more preifing to combat: the 
prefent generation has. been deluded ; and fuch delu- 
fions muft be done away as may double our misfor- 
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tunes in the inftant when we think ourfelves moft fc- 
cure. We have feen men obftinately blind to the 
caufes of the French Revolution : we have feen men 
W’ho wifhed to perfuade themfelves that this confpiring 
and revolutionary fe6l had noexifteiice anterior to the 
revolution. In their minds this long chain of miferies 
which has befallen France, to the terror of all Europe, 
was the mere offspring of that concourfe of unforefeen 
events infeparable from the times •, it is in vain, in 
their conceptions, to feek confpirators or confpiracies, 
vain to fearch for the hand that direfts the horrid 
courfe. The man who rules to-day knows not the 
plans of his predeceffor, and he that fhall follow will, 
in their opinions, be equally ignorant of thofe of th-c 
prefent ruler. 

PrepofTeffed with fuch falfe ideas, and afting under 
fo dangerous a prejudice, thefe fuperficia! obfervers 
would willingly make all nations believe, that the 
French Revolution couM to them be no caufe of alarm; 
that it was a volcano rapidly venting itfelf on the un¬ 
fortunate country that gave it exiftence, whilft its focus 
and its origin remain unfathomable. Caufes unknown 
(they will fayj but peculiar to your climate; elements 
lefs fubjeft to ferment; laws more analogous to your 
charadler ; the public fortune better balanced ; thefe 
and fuch as thefe are reafons fufficient to make you 
regardlefs of the fate of France. But fhould fuch, 
alas ! be your impending fate, vain will be your efforts 
to avert the threatening blow. The concourfe and. 
fatality of circumftances will drag you towards it; the 
very ramparts you fhall build againft it will fall back 
upon you, and perhaps level the fpace that now divides 
you from the horrid fcenc of anarchy and defolation. 

Who could conceive, that fuch was the language I 
have heard fall from the mouths even of thofe whom 
the unfortunate Lewis XVI. had called near his perfon 
to ward off the blows perpetually aimed at him by the 
revolution ! a language better calculated to lull all na¬ 
tions into that fatal fecurity which portends deftruc- 
tion,—I have now before me the Memorial of an Ex- 
minifter, confulted on the caufes of this infernal revo¬ 
lution, and in particular as to the chief confpirators, 
which he fhould have better known, and on the plan 
of the confpiracy.—*I hear this man anfwering, that it 
would be ufelefs to feek either men, or any fee of men. 


Firft error 
on the 
caufe of 
the revolu¬ 
tion. 
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confpiring againft the altar and the throne, or to fup-. 
pofe that any plan had been framed. Unfortunate 
monarch! Arc thofe who are to watch.tor the fafety 
of your perfon, for the fafety of yoiir people, ignorant 
of the names, of the very exiftence of your enemies ! 
If then we behold both you and your people falling 
viftims to their plots, can v/e be aftonlfhed ? 

Trwths Strong in the fa 61 :s, and armed with the proofs Ihown 
er following Memoirs, we fliall hold a very differ- 

ror. ^ language. We fhall fhew that with which it is 

incumbent on all nations and their ohiefs to be ac¬ 
quainted : we lliall demonftrate that, even to the moft 
horrid deeds perpetrated during the French Revolu¬ 
tion, every thing was forefeen and refolved on, was 
combined and premeditated : that they were the ofF- 
,fpring of deep-thought villany, fince they had been 
prepared and were produced by men, who alone held 
the clue of thofe plots and confpiracies, lurking in the 
fecret meetings where they had been conceived, and 
only watching the favorable moment of burfting forth* 
Though the c^^ents of each day may not appear to have 
S* been combined, there neverthelefs exifled a fecret agent 

and a fecret caufe, giving rife to each event, and turn¬ 
ing each circumftancc to the long-fought-for end. 
Though circumftances may often have afforded the 
pretence or the occafion, yet the grand caufe- of the 
revolution, its leading features, its atrocious’ crimes, 
will ftill remain one continued chain of deep-laid and 
premeditated villany. 

Second cr- revealing the object, and fhowing the extent of 

ror on the thcfe plots, I meet a fecoiid error, more dangerous 
tl^eT vol There are men who make no difficulty 

tion/ owning that the French Revolution w^as premedita¬ 

ted, but that the intention of the firft authors was 
pure, and that they only fought the happinefs and re¬ 
generation of empires; that if great misfortunes have 
fince happened, they arofe from the obftacles thrown 
in their way ; that a great people cannot be regenera¬ 
ted without commotion, but that the tempefl will fub- 
fi4e, and a calm fucceed the fwelling billow. Then 
nations, aftoniflied at the fear they had conceived of 
the French Revolution, and true only to its principles, 
will be happy in imitation. 

This error is the favorite theme of the Jacobin mif- 
{lonaries ; it was this that gained them their firft in^ 
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ilruments of rebellion j that cohort of conflltiitional- 
ifts, who ftili look on their decrees of the Rights of 
Man as the fummit of legiflative perfeclion, and ftill 
jmpatiently'wait the fatal clay when the world (liall im- 
petuoufly move in the fphere of their political rhapfo- 
dy. It was this that gained them that prodigious num¬ 
ber of votaries more blind than wicked, and who 
might have been miftaken for hpneft, if virtue could 
have combined v.'ith ferocity in fearch of happier days. 

It was this that gained them thofe men whofe well- 
meant, though flupid credulity, milled them to believe ^ 
in the neceflity of the carnage of the loth of Auguft, 
and of the horrid butcheries of the 2d of September ; 
in a word, all thofe men who, in the murders of 3 or 
400,000 fellow-creatures, in the extermination of mil¬ 
lions of viftims by famine, the fword, or the guillo¬ 
tine, feek confolation, in fpite of this depopulating 
fcourge, in the empty hope that this dreadful chain of 
horrors may be produdlive of happier days. 

In anfwer to thefe fallacious hopes, to thefe preten- Truth* 
ded good intentions, I will oppofe the real views of this combating 
revolutionary fedf, their true projects, their confpira- 
cies, and their means of execution. I will fhow them, 
for they mud be divulged, the proofs being acquired. 

The French Revolution has been a true child to its pa¬ 
rent fe< 3 : ; its crimes have been its filial duty ; and 
thofe black deeds and atrocious afts, the natural fequel 
of the principles and fyflems that gave it birth. I will 
fliow more ; fo far from feeking future profperity, the 
French Revolution is but a fportive cflay of its ftrength, 
while the whole univerfe is its aim. If elfewhere the 
fame crimes are neceflary, they will be committed ; if 
equal ferocity is neceflary they will be equally fero¬ 
cious •, and it will extend wherefoever its errors are 
received. 

The refiefling reader mud then conclude, that ci- True con- 
ther this Jacobin feft mud be crufhed or fociety over- 
thrown : that all governments mud give place to thofe truths, 
maflfacres, thofe convulfive diforders, and that infernal 
anarchy which rages in France : his true there is no 
other alternative, univerfal dedruftion or extinflion of 
the feft. But let it be remembered, that to crufh a feft 
is not to imitate the fury of its apodles, intoxicated 
with its fanguinary rage and propenfe to enthufiadic 
murder. It is riot to maflacre and inimolate its adepts, 
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or retort on them the thunders they had hurled. 
To crulh a feft, is to attack it in its fchools, to reveal 
its impofture, and (how to the world the abfurdity of 
its principles, the atrocity of its means, and above all 
the profound wickednefs of its teachers. Yes ; (trike 
the Jacobin, but fpare the man ; the fe£t is a fe£t of o- 
pinion, and its deftruftion will be doubly complete on 
the day when it is deferted by its difciples, to return to 
the true principles of reafon and fociety. 

The feft is monftrous, but all its difciples are not 
monflers. Its care in hiding its latter projects, the ex¬ 
treme precaution with which it initiated the chofen of 
the eleft, (hews how much it feared the defertion of the 
multitude of its difciples, and its confequent deflruc- 
tion, had the horror of ics myfteries been furmifed. 
For my part, I never doubted, how depraved foever 
the Jacobins may have been, that the greateft part 
would have deferted the fe6l could they have forefeen ' 
whither and by what means they were led. Could the 
French people have followed fuch chiefs, had it been 
pofnble to make them conceive to what lengths the 
plans and plots of the confpirators would carry them 1 

Were France, like hell, a bottomlefs pit, impenetra¬ 
ble to every voice but that of the fiends of the revolu¬ 
tion, dill it is not too late to acquaint other nations of 
their danger. They have heard of the crimes and 
misfortunes of that revolution, let them learn the lot 
that awaits them fiiould Jacobinifm prevail; let them 
learn that they are not lefs within the grand revolu¬ 
tionary circle tliaii France itfelf; that all thofe crimes, 
the anarchy and bloody feenes which have followed the 
diflolution of the French empire, equally await all other 
nations; let them learn that their altars and their 
thrones, their pontiffs and their kings, are doomed to 
the fame fate with thofe of France : all are compre¬ 
hended v/ithin the grand confpiracy. 

When a phantom of peace fhall feem to terminate 
the prefent war between the Jacobins and the combi¬ 
ned powers, it certainly will be the intereft of all gov¬ 
ernments to afeertain how far fuch a peace can be re¬ 
lied on. At that period, more than at any other, will 
it be necelfary to (ludy the fecret hi dory of that feft, 
which fends its legions rather to fhiver the feeptre than 
to fight the power, which has not promifed to its 
adepts the crowns of princes, kings and emperors, but 



PRELIMINARY DISCOt^RSE. 


xr 


has required of and bound thofe adepts by the oath of 
deftroying them all : at that period we muft remem¬ 
ber, that it is not in the field of Mars that the war 
againft fe£ts is the moft dangerous ; when rebellion 
and anarchy are in the very tenets of the fe£lary, the 
hand may be difarmed, but w^ar glows warmly in the 
heart. The feft, weakened, may flumber fora while, 
but fuch a lleep is the calm preceding the irruption of 
the volcano. It no longer fends forth its curling 
flames j but the fubterraneous fire winds its courfe, 
penetrates, and, preparing many vents, fuddenly burfts 
forth and carries mifery and devaftation wherever its 
fiery torrent rolls. 

The objeft of thefe Memoirs is not to treat precifely 
of that fiate of war or of peace carried on from Power 
to Power. Then it often happens that, all refources 
being exhaufted, the fword muft be (heathed, though 
the original grievances ftill fubfift. Let the rulers of 
the people difeufs the means of force. But we know 
there exifts another fort of war, which a confidence in 
treaties only renders more fatal 5 that war is a war of 
plots and confpiracies, and againft them public treaties 
can never avail. Woe to that Power which fiiall have 
made peace without knowing why its enemy had de¬ 
clared war againft it. What the feft had done before 
it burft forth the firft time, it will do again to prepare 
a fecond eruption. In darknefs it will confpire anew, 
and calamities ftill more difaftrous will teach all na¬ 
tions that the French revolution was only the firft ftep 
towards the univerfal diflblution which the (eO. has fo 
long been meditating and contriving. 

Such M^ere the reafons which ftimulated me to in- 
veftigate the plots and wifhes, the tortuous means and 
nature of this feft. We have witnefted the frantic 
rage and the ferocity of its legions ; we have known 
them as the agents of the French Revolution, as the 
perpetrators of all its atrocious crimes and devaftations ; 
but few are acquainted with the fchools that have for¬ 
med them. Pofterity, alas ! will feel, during many 
generations, their dire effedls. To trace their ravages, 
it will only have to caft its eyes around. The ruins 
of the palaces and the temples, the fallen cities, the 
manfions deftroyed throughout the provinces, will 
paint in glowing colours the devaftations of the mod¬ 
ern Vandals. The lifts of profeription, fatal to the 
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prince and fo many of his fubjefts, the deferted villa¬ 
ges, all, in a word, will long be the vouchers of thofe 
fatal lanterns, of that infatiable guillotine, of thofe le- 
giflative executioners fupported by bands of afTaffins. 

Circumftances fo painful and fo humiliating to hu¬ 
man nature will not be recorded in thefe Memoirs. It 
is not to expofe what a Marat or a Robefpierre has 
done, but to bare to the light the fchools, the fyftems, 
the confpiracies, in a word, the mafters who have for¬ 
med a Philippe D’Orleans, a Syeyes, a Condorcct, or 
a Petion, and who at this prefent time are forming in 
all nations men who would rival Marat and Robefpierre 
in their cruelties. Our obje<fl: is, that, the fe6l: of the 
Jacobins and their confpiracies once known, their 
crimes fliall be no longer a caufe of furprife; that their 
propenfity to the elFufron of blood, their blafphemies 
againfl Chrift and his altars, their frantic rage againfl: 
the throne, and their cruelties againfl: their fellow-cit¬ 
izens, fhall be as naturally underftood as the ravages of 
the plague. And may nations in future as cautioufly 
guard againfl: the one, as they preferve themfelves 
againft the other I 

It was to attain this important objeft that all our re- 
fearches on the feft have been dire6l;ed at its chiefs, 
its origin, its plots, its plans, and its progrefs ; more 
particularly inveftigating the means it employed to 
bring about the revolution, than defcribing its condu£l 
during that revolution. 

The refult of our refcarch, corroborated by proofs' 
drawn from the records of the Jacobins, and of their 
fird mafters, has been, that this fe£l: with its confpira¬ 
cies is in itfelf no other than the coalition of a triple 
fe£f, of a triple confpiracy, in which, long before the 
revolution, the overthrow of the altar, the ruin of the 
throne, and the diflblution of all civil fociety had been 
debated and refolved on. 

I ft. Many years before the French Revolution, men 
who ftyled themfelves Philofophors confpired againfl: 
the God of the Gofpel, againfl: Chriftianity, without' 
diftinflion of \Yorfliip, whether Proteftant or Catholic, 
Anglican or Prefbyterian. The grand objefl of this 
confpiracy was to overturn every altar where Chrift 
was adored. It was the confpiracy of the Sophi/^ers of 
Jmpicty, or the Antichristian conspiracy. 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


xvU 


2dljr. This fchool of impiety foon formed the So^ \ 
fhiflers of Rebellion : thefe latter, combining their con- ' 
fpiracy againft kings with that of the Sophifters of Im¬ 
piety, coalefce with that ancient fe£l: whofe tenets 
conftituted the whole fecret of the Occult Lodges of 
Free-mafonry, which long firice, impofing on the cre¬ 
dulity of its moft diilinguifhed adepts, only initiated 
the chofen of the ele£l into the fecret of their unre¬ 
lenting hatred for Chrift and kings. 

3dly. From the Sophifters of Impiety and Rebellion, 
arofe the Sophijlers of Impiety and Anarchy* Thefelatter 
confpire not only againft Chrift and his altars, but 
againft every religion natural or revealed : not only 
againft kings, but againft every government, againft: 
all civil fociety, even againft all property whatfoever. 

This third fe<£i:, known by the name of Illumines^ 
coalefced with the Sophifters confpiring againft Chrift, 
coalefced with the Sophifters who, with the Occult 
Mafons, confpired againft both Chrift and kings. It 
was the coalition of the adepts of impiety, of the adepts 
of rebellion y and the adepts of anarchy y which formed 
the Club of the Jacobins. Under this name, com¬ 
mon to the triple fe6t (originating from the name of 
the order, whofe convent they had feized upon to hold 
their fittings,) we fhall fee the adepts following up their 
triple confpiracy againft God, the King, and Society. 
Such was the origin, fuch the progrefs of that feift, 
fince become fo dreadfully famous under the name of 
Jacobin. 

In the prefent Memoirs each of thefe three confpi- 
racics fhall be treated feparately j their authors un- 
mafked, the objedf, means, coalition and progrefs of 
the adepts fhall be laid open. 

Proofs of the moft pointed nature are neceflary, 
when fuch horrid plots are denounced to all nations; 
and it is to give thefe proofs the greater authenticity, 
that the title of Memoirs has been prefixed to this 
work. To have written the fimple hiftory of the Ja¬ 
cobins might have fufficed for many; but thefe Me¬ 
moirs are intended for the hiftorian, who will find a 
colie£tion of proofs, both numerous and convincing, 
all extracted from the records and avowals of the con- 
fpirators themfelves. Strong in thefe proofs, we fhall 
not fear to proclaim to all nations, that whatever 
Vol. I. C 
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their religion or their government may be, to what- 
ever rank they may belong in civil fociety, if Jaco- 
binifm, triumphs, all will be overthrown j that 
fhould the plans and withes of the Jacobins be ac- 
« complithed, their religion with its pontiffs, their 
government with its laws, their magiftrates and 
their property, all would be fwept away in the com- 
“ mon mafs of ruin ! Their riches and their fields, 
‘‘ their houfes and their cottages, their very wives and 
cliildren would be torn from them. You have 
** looked upon the Jacobinical faftion as exhaufting 
itfelf in France, when It was only making a fportive 
effay of its ftrength. Their wiflies and their oaths 
extend throughout Europe ; nor are England or 
Germany, Italy or Spain, ftrangers to their in- 
trigues.*' 

Let not the Reader take this for the language of en- 
thufiafm or fanaticifm ; far be fuch paffions either from 
myfelf or my readers. Let them decide on the proofs 
adduced, with the fame coolnefs and impartiality which 
has been neceffary to colledf and digeft them. The 
order followed in the inveftigation of thefe corlfpira- 
cies fhall be exa 61 :ly that in which they were generated. 
We fhall therefore begin with the confpiracy againft 
the whole religion of the Gofpel, and which we have 
ftyled the Antichristian Conspiracy. 
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CHAP. 1 . 

Of the Principal ASlors of the Co?tfpiracy, 

A BOUT the middle of this century, there appear- 
ed three men leagued in the moft inveterate 
hatred againft Chriftianity. Thefe were Voltaire, chiefs of 

Alembert, and Frederick 11 . King ofPruflia. Vol- the con- 
taire hated religion becaufe he was jealous of its Au- 
thor, and of all thofe whom it had rendered illuftri- 
ous ; D’Alembert becaufe his cold heart was incapa¬ 
ble ofafFeftion ; Frederick becaufe he had never feen 
it but through the medium of its enemies. 

To thefe three a fourth muft be added, named Di¬ 
derot •y hating religion becaufe he doated on nature; 
enthufiaftically wedded to the chaos of his own ideas, 
he chofe rather to build his fyftem on chimeras and 
form myderics of his own, than fubmit to the light of 
the Gofpel. 

Numerous were the adepts afterwards drawn into 
this confpiracy, generally ftupid admirers or fecondary 
agents. Voltaire the chief, D’Alembert the moft fub- 
tle agent, Frederick the protestor and often the advi- 
fer, Diderot the forlorn hope. 

The fir ft of thefe confpirators, Mary Francis Arouet, Voltaire, 
was born at Paris, February 20th, 1694, fonof an an¬ 
cient notary of the Chateiet 5 through vanity he chan¬ 
ged his name to that of Voltaire, which he deemed 
more noble, more fonorous, and better fuited to the 
reputation he aimed at: and never had there yet ap¬ 
peared a man with fuch talents, and fuch a thirft of do*- 
minion over the literary world. Gravity of manners, 
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the fpirit of meditation, or a genius leading to difcuf- 
fion and deep refearch, were unfortunately not among 
the gifts which Nature had laviOied on him ; and more 
unfortunately ftill, inhis own heart were to be found 
all thofe paffions which render abilities dangerous : 
from his early youth he feerned to direft them all at the 
overthrow of religion^ 

While only a ftudent in rhetoric, in the college of 
Louis le Grand, he drew on himfelf the following re- 
buke from his profefTor, the Jefuit Le Jay, Unfortunate 
young maiiy you nvillone day come to he the Jlandard-hearer 
of Infidelity.^ Never was oracle more literallyfulfilled. 

On leaving the college, he neither fought nor loved 
any other focicty, but that of men whofe profligate 
morals could (limulate his incredulity. He was par¬ 
ticularly intimate with Chaulieu the Anacreon of his 
day, the poet of voluptuoufnefs \ and with a few Epi¬ 
cureans who held their fittings at the Hotel de Veii- 
dome. His firft elTays were in fatire, which gave of¬ 
fence to government, and in tragedy, where we fliould 
have feen the rival of Corneille, Racine and Crebillon, 
had he not at the fame time wifhed to rival Celfus and 
Porphyrius, with all the other enemies of religion. At 
a time when licentioufiiefs in opinion ftill met with 
obftacles in France, he fought an afylum in England. 
He there found men whom the writings of Shaftefbu- 
ry, commented on by Bolingbroke, had trained up to 
Deifm. He miftoolc them for philofophers, and was 
perfuaded that they alone were efteemed by the Eng- 
lifh. If he was not then miftaken, times fincc are 
greatly changed. All thofe fophiftcrs whom Voltaire 
extols as the glory of Great-Britain, if not forgotten, 
are more defpifed than read. Collins and Hobbes 
when remembered are clafled with Tom Paine ; an 
Englifhman’s good fenfe does not allow him to hate 
religion, or make an oftentatious difplay of impiety. 
With him nothing is lefs philofophical, notwithftand- 
ing his toleration and variety of creeds, than that af¬ 
fected hatred to Chriftiaiiity which marks our Sophif- 
ters, and more particularly their confpiracies to over¬ 
throw it. 

Philofophifm is faid to have firft arifen in England. 
I deny the faCl. Philofophifm is the error of every 

^ Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell, and Feller’s Hift. Dift. 
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man who, judging of every thing by the flandard of 

his own reafon, reje6ls in religious matters every author- />w:: ^ 

ity that is not derived from the light of nature. It is a i ' 

the error of every man who denies the pofTibility of 

any myftery beyond the limits of his reafon, of every 

man who, difcarding revelation, in defence of the prc- tr>rr 

tended rights of reafon, their liberty and 

feeks to fubvert the whole - fabric of the Chriftian /q " j 

religion. 

Such an error may conftitute a feft ; the liiftory ofj^ife. 
ancient Jacobinifm demonftrates that the fe< 9 : exifted ' 
longfince ; but it had fhrunk back to its dark abodes,^Y^"'^'^4?^^'^ / . * 
when Voltaire appeared. u :yl^4c 

Such an error may be that of a few individuals. XA 
Many of the fame fort had been broached during the'|^ ^ ^ 

two laft centuries. Numerous were the fe6fs which^ 
had fprung from Luther and Calvin, each making its,^; j 

partial attack on the ancient tenets of Chriftianity ^ 
when at length there arofe a fet of men attacking them^'^f ‘ ^ 

all, and they would believe nothing. At firft they^'t,*'^ - 

were flyled Libertines, the only name they deferved. A 

Voltaire might every where have met with fome of ^l" ^ 

thofe men, and more particularly at Paris under theAj^ 
regency of the Duke of Orleans, who was himfelf p. a. 

monfter of libertinifm ; but, feeling the neceflity of re- . . * / 

ligion for the (late would not fufFer it to be attacked in/^ ' " 

their publications. 0 > f/ \ 

It was in England, it is-true, where, under their^r^j^^"^ v; 

Collins and their Hobbes, the libertines firfl ftylcd {/ 

themfelves Philofophers, and aflumed the airs of deep^^ i^cCfA 
thought, probably from fome impious produ6lions,/ X } 

which in any other part of Chriftendom would have (,‘1/7/14^ 
enjoyed neither equal publicity nor impunity. But ' ic 

may be certainly concluded, that Voltaire would every . / * / 

where have been, what he became in England; hc'^/u,c/A^ ' 
would have been fo, at leaft, wherever, from the lenity ^ ^ V - <?■ .?*< 

of the laws, he could give vent to his infatiablc thirft ' _ ' . 


of dominion over the empire of fcience or letters. 


It was in vain for him to afpire at the reputation 
a Bofluet, a Pafcal, or of that blaze of genius which V " ‘ 

had {hone forth in the defence of religion ; but, hating" jf 

their caufe, and dazzled by their glory, he dared be 
jealous of their God ; at his empire he levelled his r 

blows, a«id would be foremofl in the ranks of the Phi- ^ 
lofophifts.—Hefucceeded; but, to keep his pre'-emL - -r 
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nence, bluftied not to blend philofophy with impiety, 
and to compafs the overthrow of religion. England 
however was the place where he firft conceived apofli- 
bility of fuccefs. Condorcet, his adept, his confidant, 
his hiftorian, and his panegyrift, afferts it in pofitive 
terms; There it was (in England) that Voltaire fwort 
to dedicate his life to the accompUJhment of that projedt ; 
and he has kept his word* 

On his return to Paris, about the year 1730, he made 
fo little fecret of his defign, he had publifhed fo many 
writings againft Chriftianity, and was fo fanguine in 
his hopes, that Mr. Herault, the Lieutenant of Policej 
upbraiding him one day with his impiety, and adding, 
Tou may do or write what you pleafcy you will never be 
able to dejlroy the Chrijlian religion* Voltaire without 
hefitation anfwered. That is what we Jhallfee,\ 

Stimulated by the obftacles he met with, and feeing 
fo much glory in his enterprize, he would not willingly 
have {hared it with any body. I am weary,’’ he 
would fay, of hearing people repeat, that twelve 
men have been fufficient to eftablifh Chriftianity, 
and I will prove that one may fuffice to overthrow 
it.”f When he uttered thefe words, his fpite feem-^' 
ed to blind him to fuch a degree, as to hide from him 
the immenfe diftance between the genius that creates, 
and the petty cunning of the mifehievous monkey that 
deftroys. The Sophifter may conjure the clouds, or 
veil the w^orld in darknefs, but does not by that ap¬ 
proach the God of truth. The virtues, the miracles, 
all the divine knowledge of the apoftles, were necelTary 
to teach man the path of life. 

Although Voltaire in his outfet flattered himfelf to 
enjoy alone the whole glory of the deftruflion of the 
Chriftian religion, which was his foie obje£l, he nev- 
erthelefs foon found that alTociates would be neceifary. 
He even feared the noife of his undertaking, and hence 
refolved to move in the furer though humbler fphere 
of a confpirator. Already his numerous writings, ei¬ 
ther impious or obfeene, had gained him many admi¬ 
rers and difciples, who, under the name of Philofo- 
phers, prided themfelves in the hatred they bore to 
Chriftianity, Among thefe he chofe D’Alembert as 
the moft proper perfon to fecond him in his new plan 
of attack ; and he chofe well. 

* Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell, f Ibid, i Ibid. 
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In the nobler theme, among the Sopliillers we fliould 
compare Voltaire to Agamemnon, and D’Alembert 
to Ulyfles. If the comparifon be too noble, fee the 
latter cunning and cringing, even barking like the fox. 

Born of Fontenelle according to fome, of Aftruc the 
doftor according to others, his birth was always a fe- 
cret to him. His mother was at the head of one of 
thofe focieties of men of letters common in Paris, and 
(he ufed to ftyle them her beafts. Whether defigned 
to hide his birth or not, is unknown ; but certain it is, 
that in the night from the i6th to the 17th of No¬ 
vember 1717, he was found, wrapped in fwaddling 
deaths, in the portico of the parifh church of St. John; 
and hence took the name of Jean le Rond at the Found¬ 
ling Hofpital whither he was carritd and in which he 
was bred. 

While yet a youth he inlifted under the banners of 
incredulity, repaying with ingratitude the church that v 
had charitably reared him 5 with the fmall fums given 
him for his education, he fought, like many other 
young men, all thofe profligate works written againll 
a religion whofe proofs they almoft flee from. Thus 
do wicked boys calumniatethe kindmafterwho thw^arts 
their evil difpofition. 

Both his heart and mind naturally led him to be a 
difciple of Voltaire ; even their diverfity of charafter 
and the immenfc diflerence of talent, were foon con¬ 
founded in their mutual bias to incredulity, and con- ^ 
firmed hatred to Chriftianity. 

Voltaire was fiery, paflionate and impetuous ; 
D’Alembert cold, referved, prudent and crafty : Vol- , ; ’ 
taire fond of fhow, D’Alembert almoft feared to be ^ ' 
feen. The one, like the chief who is obliged to mafk 
his battery, reluftantly ufed diflimulation, wifhed to 
wage open war with Chriftianity, and die on a heap of 
Chrijliansy which he terms Bigots, immolated at hisJeetJ* 

The other, by inftindl: a dilTembler, waged war like the 
partizan who, from behind his bufties, fmiles to fee 
his enemy fall into the fnares he has laid.f Voltaire, 
fo tranfeendent in polite literature, was but fuperficial 
in mathematicks. In the latter D’Alembert was pro¬ 
found, and owed his reputation to them : inevery thing 
elfe he was a dry, finical, and perplexed writer, and 

Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, 20th April 1761. 

t Particularly Let. 100, from D’Alembert, 4th May 1762. 
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Is fometimes as low and vulgar as Voltaire is noble, ea- 
fy and elegant j he would plod to turn a bad epigram, 
while the latter would have wittily filled whole vol¬ 
umes. 

Voltaire impudently daring, whether for or againft^ 
would quote the fcripturcs, hiftory, or the holy fathers, 
affirming, inventing, or traducing the pafTage he wants ; 
for to wound was his only aim. D’Alembert carefully 
guards againfl the reply that may expofe him ; his 
fteps, myfterious and indireft, hide his defigri ; flirinkr 
ing from refutation, if attacked he flies, concealing the 
fight left he proclaim his defeat. Voltaire on the con¬ 
trary feeks his enemies, calls to them ; though a hun¬ 
dred times defeated, he returns to the charge j though 
his error be refuted, he will inceflantly repeat it. It is 
not in defeat, but in flight alone that he fees difgrace ; 
and thus after a war of fixty years we ftill fee him 
ranging on the field of battle. 

D’Alembert feeks the fmile of every little aflembly 5 
and the applaufe of forty men in an academical circle 
coriftitutes his triumphal day; while all the world, 
from London to St. Peterfburg, from Sweden to A- 
merica, to pleafe Voltaire muft found his fame. 

D’Alembert enlifts from around him thofe fecondary 
adepts ; he trains them, initiates them, direds their 
miffions, and holds petty correfpondences. Voltaire 
will conjure kings, emperors, minifters and' princes 
againft his God ; all muft do homage to the fultan of 
incredulity. Among thefe latter, hiftory muft diftln- 
guifh that Frederick, which it has yet only known by 
titles glorious to monarchs, whether conquerors or 
rulers. 

In this Frederick II. the Solomon of the North ac¬ 
cording to the Sophifters, there are two diftindl men. 
Firft, that King of Pruffia, that hero lefs worthy of 
our admiration in the field of victory, difplaying his 
vaft military talents, than as the father of his people, 
giving life to agriculture .and commerce, protefting 
the arts, counterpoifing in fome fort, by the juftice and 
wifdom of his adminiftration, thofe exploits perhaps 
more brilliant than juft. In the fecond (fo beneath a 
monarch) we fee the Sophifter, the philofophic pedant, 
the confpirator of incredulity ; lefs cruel and enthufi- 
aftic than Julian the apoftate, but more artful and per¬ 
fidious. 
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It 5 s painful to difclofe the dark myfteries of this 
impious prince j but hiflory muft be true, and here 
efpecially. To trace the confpiracy againft their 
thrones, kings muft know what ftiare their colleagues 
have had in the confpiracy againft the altar. 

Frederick, born with a mind worthy of a Celfus or 
his fchool, had not the help of a Juftin or a Tertulliaii 
to guide his fteps in religion, and was furrounded by 
its calumniators. While only Prince-royal he was in 
correfpondence with Voltaire, and chiefly on religion 
or metaphyfics ; and even at that early age deemed 
himfelf a Philofopher ; for he fays—To fpeak with 
my ufual freedom, I muft naturally own, that what- 
ever regards the made matij difpleafes me in the 
mouth of a Philofopher, who fhould be above pop- 
ular error. Leave to the great Corneille^ when doat-^ 
tng and fallen hack to childhood^ the infipid talk o£ 
verfifying the Imitation of Chrif ; and whatever you 
may give us, let it be your own. We may fpeak 
of fables,' but merely as fables \ and a profound 
filence in my opinion fhould be kept, concerning 
thofe fables of the Chriftians, fan( 3 :ified by time and 
the credulity of the abfiird and ftupid.”* 

Even in his firft letters there appears, with the ridic¬ 
ulous pride of a pedantic king, all the vcrfatility and 
hypocrify of a Sophifter. Frederick denies, when 
Voltaire fupports liberty.f With Voltaire, man is a 
pure machine \ Frederick then maintains that man is 
free.f In one place we are free, precifely becaufe we 
can form a clear idea of freedom.^ In another, 
man is all matter ; though one can hardly form a 
more confufed idea, than that of matter thinking, free 
or arguing, though it were with Frederick’s own ver- 
fatility.il He upbraids Voltaire with the praifes he had 
beftowed on Chrift, and three years after he is not 
afhamed to write—“ For my part, I own that (how- 
« ever people may enlift under the banners of Fanat- 
icifm) I never fhall. I may indeed compofe a few 
Pfalms to give a good opinion of my orthodoxy* 
“ Socrates incenfed the houfehold Gods, fo did Cice- 
ro, and he was not credulous. We muft give way 

* Let. 53, anno 1738. t Their letters in 1737. 

t Let. of 16 Sept. 1771. $ Ibid. 
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to the fancies of a frivolous people, to avoid pcrfe- 
cution and blame. For after all what is moft defir#* 
able in this world is to live in peace ; let us then live 
fooliflily with fools, that we may live quietly 
The fame Frederick had written, that the Chriftian 
TcVigion yielded none hui poifo?ious weeds and Voltaire 
had congratulated him, as having above all Princes for^ 
i'.tude of foul^ fufficient injight and knowledgCy to fee that 
for the feventeen hundred years pajl the CHRISTIAN 
SECT had never done any thing but harni^ when we af¬ 
terward find him the opponent of chat work of Philo- 
fophic in fight, or rather fo infamoufly profligate, the 
8 yflem of Nature, One could be tempted,” fays he, 

to accufe its author of want of fenfe and fkill when, 
calumniating the Chriftian religion, he imputes to 
it failings that it has not. How can he with truth 
aflert that religion can be the caufe of the misfor- 
tunes of mankind ! He would have been more cor- 
re(fb, had he fimply faid, that the ambition and felf- 
intereft pf men, cloaked under the veil of religion, 
had fought to difturb the world and gratify their 
paflions. What then is reprehenfible in the morals 
of the commandments ? Were there in the whole 
Gofpel but this fingle precept. Do as thou wouldfhe 
done byy we fliould be obliged to confefs that thofe 
few words contained the whole quinteffence of mo- 
rality :—The forgivenefs of injuries, charity, hu- 
manity, were not thefe preached by Jefus in his ex- 
cellent fermon on the mount ?”§ 

In writing this, how much Frederick had loft of that 
infight, that knowledge which had fo lately diftinguifh- 
ed him from other princes ! But ftrange to fay, after 
having feen religion in fo clear a light, he compliments 
j Voltaire on being its fcourge,|| he ftill communicates 
his plans for its deftru(flion,f and forefees, that ftiould 
it be preferved and protefted in France, the fine arts 
and higher fciences mufifally and that the rufi of fuperfii’‘ 
iion will completely defiroy a peopley otherwife amiable and 
horn for fociety,^* 

* Let. o£7th Jan. 1740. f Let. to Voltaire 143, anno 1766. 
J Let. of 5th April 1764. 

§ Examination of the Syftem of Nature, by Frederick, King 
of PrufRa. 

I! Let. ofi2th Aqg. 1773. % Let. aoth July 1775. 

Let. to Voltaire, 30th July 1777. 
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Had our fophiftical monarch really forefeen events, 
he would have fecn //jaf people, otkernjoije amiable and 
bQrn for focietyy when it had loft its religion, terrifying 
all Europe with its horrid deeds. But, like Voltaire, 
he was to be the fport of his pretended wifdom, as he 
was of his philofophy and though we lliall often fee 
him judging fhrewdly of the adepts, we (hall always 
find him confpiring with them againft the religion of 


Chrift. 


The correfpondence that fo well developes the char- 
a^fers of the royal adept, and of his idol Voltaire, be¬ 
gins in 1736 ; it was uninterrupted during their lives, 
fome few years of the idol’s difgrace excepted. It is 
in this correfpondence that we muft ftudy him, incred¬ 
ulous and impious ; divefting himfelf of his royal in- 
fignia, he is more emulous of the Philofophift, than 
he was jealous of the Csefar^; and to rival Voltaire be¬ 
comes his fervile copyift. A poet beneath mediocrity, 
a metaphyfician on the lower ranks,he excelsin but two 
things, his admiration for Voltaire, and his impiety, 
often worfe than that of his mafter. 


In confideration of this homage, this zeal, Voltaire 
overlooked his caprice, the rough ufage he fometimes 
met with, even to the correftion of the cane inflidled 
on him at Frankfort by a major by order of the def- 
potic Sophifter. It was too eflential for the fe 61 : to 
continue the fupport of a royal adept, and we ftiall fee 
how very much he ferved them. But firft, in order 
to fathom their mutual hatred to Chriftianity, let us at¬ 
tend to the vaft obftacles they overcame \ let us hear 
Voltaire pathetically defcribing his fuft'erings at Berlin, 
a few years after his arrival, in a letter to Mad. Denis, 
his niece and confidant. He fays, La Metric in his 
<< Prefaces may extol his extreme felicity in being 
with a great king, w'ho fometimes reads his poetry 
“ to him ; yet in private he weeps with me ; he w ould 
<< willingly return though it were on foot. But why 
am /here ? I will aftonifh you. This La Metric, 
« a man of no confequence, chats familiarly with the 
king when their readings are over—He fpeaks to 
me with confidence. He declared to me that talk- 


“ ing to the king a few days ago of my fuppofed fa- 
vor, and of the jealoufy it excites, the king had an- 
‘‘ fwered, I fhall certainly not want him above a twelve-* 
month longer ; wefqtmze the orange and throw away 
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the rind ..... I made himrepeat thefe confolatory 
words, I queftioned him again and again, but he on- 
ly reiterated his declaration.—I have done my ut- 
mod not to believe La Metric ; and yet, in reading 
over the king’s verfes I found an epiftle to one of 
his painters called Pere, it begins thus : 

fpeSiacIe etonnant vlent di frapper tries yeux ? 

“ Cher Pere^ ton pinceatiy £egnle au rang des dieux. 

“ Tell me wha? fight has (truck my wond’ring eyes ? 

Thy (kill, dear Pere, with gods immortal vies. 

Now this Pere is a fellow whom he takes no no- 
tice of, and yet he is the dear Pere^ he is a Gad ; he 
may perhaps fee me in the fame light, and that is 
not faying much.—You may eafily guefs what re- 
flexions, what a recoil upon myfelf and what per- 
plexity, in a word what trouble this declaration of 
La Metrie’shas created within me.”* 

. This firftiletter was foon fucceeded by a fecond, as 
follows : My foie views at prefent are, to defert in a 
genteel manner, to take care of my health, to fee 
you again, and forget this three years dream. I 
<< plainly perceive the orange has been fqueezed ; I 
mufl; think of faving the rind. For nay own inftruc- 
tion I will compile a diftionary for the ufe of kings. 
Myfriendy fignifies myjlave; my dear friendy is to 
fay, you are to me more than indifferent: you are to 
underftand by / ivil/ make you happyy I nmll bear with 
you as long as I Jhall have need for you ; fup with me 
to-nighty means I will make game of you to-night. 
This dictionary might be of fome length, and not 
<< unworthy a place in the Encyclopaedia. 

Serioufly this diftreffes me. Can there be truth 
<< in what I have feen To delight in making mifehief 
<< among thofe that live with him ! To fay every thing 
that is gracious to a perfon, and write pamphlets 
againft him ! To force a man from his country by 
the moft endearing and folcmn promifes, and treat 
<< him with the blackeft malice ! What contrafts! 
And this is the man who wrote in fuch a philofophic 
ftrain, and whom T miftook for a Philofopher! and 
K* I ftyled him the Solomon of the North ! Do you re- 

f- Let. to Mad. Penis, Berlin ad Sept. 175^. 
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member that fine letter, which never pleafed you ? 
You are a Philofopher, faid he, and fo am I. Upon 
my w'ord, Sire, as to Philofophers, we are neither 
of us fo.”* 

Voltaire never was more correft 5 neither Frederick 
nor he could pretend to Philofophy in its true accept¬ 
ation ; but they might eminently fo In the fenfe of the 
confpirators, with whom impiety and hatred to Chrif- 
tianity was its only eflence. 

It was foon after writing this lall letter, that Voltaire 
dole away from the court of his difciple, and received 
at Frankfort the correElton which made him the laugh- 
ing-ftock of all Europe, Eftablifhed however at Fer- 
ney, he foon forgot his baftinado, and Frederick w^as 
once more the Solomon of the Norths who returns the 
compliment by faluting him as the Father of Philofo¬ 
phy. Though not in friendfliip, they were foon united 
in their mutual hatred to Chriftianity ; and though 
they never met again, their plans w'ere more eafily 
formed and intelligently condu£fed in their future cor- 
refpondenee. 

. As to Didoret, he fpontaneoufly threw himfelf into 
the arms of the confpirators. A heated brain, an en- 
thufiailic rage for that Philofophifm of which Voltaire 
had fet the fafliion, a diforderly confufion of ideas (the 
more evident, as both his fpeech and pen followed all 
the explofions of his brain,) pointed him out to D’A¬ 
lembert as a man efiential to the confpiracy, and who 
would fay, or could be made to fay, fuch things as he 
dared not fpeak himfelf. They were both, until death, 
as firmly united to Voltaire, as the latter was to Fred¬ 
erick. 

If there had been any thing but chaos to have fuc- 
ceeded to Chriftianity, had there been any do 61 rine 
whatfoever to have been fubftituted, never were four 
men lefs fitted for fuch an undertaking. 

Voltaire leaned to Deifm, and feemed for fome time 
to have adopted it ; but, infenfibly falling into Spino- 
fa^s fyftems, he knew not what to believe. Confuiting 
at one time D’Alembert, at another Frederick, he was 
torn with remorfe during the remainder of his life ; 
if doubts and anguifti of mind, void of repentance, can 
be called remorfe. At nearly fourfeore he expreftes 
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hinifelf in the following uncertain manner : Doubts 
encompafs us around, and doubting is a difagreeable 
Jiate. Is there a God fuch as he is faid to be ? A 
foul fuch as is imagined ? Analogies fuch as laid 
** down ? Is there any thing to be hoped for after this 
life ? Was Gilimer in the right to laugh, though 
llript of his dominions, when brought before Juftin- 
ian, or Cato preferring fuicide to the fight of Ccefar. 
Is glory then but an illufion ? Shall Muftapha in the 
effeminacy of his harem, beaten, .ignorant, proud 
and committing every folly, be happier provided he 
digefts well, than the philofopher who digefts ill ? 
« Are all beings equal before the great Being that an- 
imates nature ? In that cafe could the foul of Ra- 
vaillac be equal to that of Henry TV.-or had they 
neither of them a foul ? May the heroic philofophers 
unravel all this; for my part I can make nothing 
of it.”:}: 

D’Alembert and Frederick alternately preffed by 
thefe queftions, each anfwered after his own way. 
Unable to fix his own uncertainty the former frankly 
confeffes he has not the gift of folving them : I own 

to you,” fays he, that concerning the exiftenceof 
God, the Author of the Syjiem of Nature feems too 
refolute and dogmatic, and on this fubjeft feepti- 
cifm feems the mofl: rational. What dowekno^u 
about ity is with me, an anfwer to moft metaphyfical 
queflions, and the confequent refleftion muft be, 
that fince we know nothing of the matter, it is 
doubtlefs unneceflary that we fhouldknow more.”* 
This refle£Iioii on the little importance of thefe 
queftions, was added, left Voltaire, harraffed out with 
the anguifli of his mind, ftiould forfake a philofophy 
unable to folve his doubts on queftions, by no means, 
in his opinion, indifferent to the happinefs of man. 
He infifted, but D’Alembert perfifting inthe fame ftyle, 
fays that Noy in metaphyfics, appeared to him not 
much wifer thany^j; and that non liquet {it is not 
clear) was generally the only rational anfwer.”f 
Frederick was as averfe to doubts as'Voltaire, but 
perpetually wilhing to ftifle. them, he was at length 
perfuaded he had fucceeded. A philofopher of my 

t Letter 179, 12th 0 »ft. 1770. 

Letter 36, anno 17 7Q. + Letter 38, ibid. ' 
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acquaintance/’ fays he, “a man pretty refolute in 
his opinions, thinks that we have a fufficient degree 
of probability, to conftitute a certainty that/£/? 

« tern nihil eji (or that death is an eternal fleep,} he 
maintains that man is not twofold, that he is only 
matter animated by motion ; and this flrange man 
fays, that there exifts no relation between animals 
and the fupreme intelligencer* 

This refolute philofopher, this ftrange man, was 
Frederick himfelf, and a few years after, he makes 
no fecret of it, when he more decidedly writes, ‘‘ I am 
well alTured that I am not twofold ; hence, I con- 
fider myfelf as a Tingle being. I know that I am an 
animal organlfed and that thinks ; hence, I conclude 
that matter can think, as well as that it has the prop- 
erty of being eleftric.’^f 

Verging towards his grave, but wifliing to infpire 
Voltaire with confidence, he writes anew. The 
“ gout has fucceflively ran over all my body. Our 
frail machine mufl needs be deftroyed by time, 
which confumes every thing ; my foundations are 
** undermined, but all that, gives me very little con- 
<< cern.^ J 

As to the fourth hero of the confpiracy, the famous 
Diderot, he is exaftly the perfon, whofe decifions 
againft God, D’Alembert had found too refolute and 
dogmatic, though oftentimes, in the fame work, we 
find him after deciding againft the Deift, deciding in 
the fame peremptory manner for or againft the Scep¬ 
tic and the Atheift. But whether he writes for or 
againft a God, he always appears impervious to doubts 
or anguifli of mind. He fairly wrote what he thought 
at the moment he held his pen, whether he crujhed the 
atheijl with the weight of the univerfey and that'/A^* eye of 
a mitey the wing of a butterfly was fufficient to defeat 
them, II or when that glorious difplay did not give him 
even tl^je mofl diflant idea of any thing diviney^ and that 
this univerfe was but the fortuitous refult of motion and 
matter whether, when the exiftence of God was to 
be left in ^o\ 3 ki\.yfcepticifm at all times and in all places^ 
could alone preferve us from the two oppofite excejfesy** or 
when he prays God for the fcepiicsy becaufc he fees the 

* Letter of 30th Oft. 1770. f Letter @f 4th Dec. 1775. 

% Letter 8th Apr. 1776. || Philofophical Thoughts, N0.20. 
§ The Code of Nature. % Philofophical Thoughts, No.aii 

** Idem, No. 33. 
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yallwant light whether in fine to form afceptlc, // 
was fiecejfary to have a head as well organifed as that of 
Mofitagne the philofopher.\ 

Never was there a man fo peremptory when affirm¬ 
ing or denying any point, fo perfe(Stly void of con- 
ftraint or trouble, fo impervious to remorfe *, he was a 
perfect ftranger to them even when he politively fays 
that, between him and his dog he knows of no other differ^ 
ence hut their drefs-X 

With thefe extravagancies in their religious opin¬ 
ions we find, Voltaire impious and tormented by his 
doubts and ignorance ; D'Alembert impious but calm 
in his ; while Frederick impious and triumphant, or 
thinking he had triumphed over his ignorance, left 
God in heaven provided there were no fouls on earth 5 
and Diderot, by turns, Atheift, Materialift, Deift or 
Sceptic, but ever impious, ever frantic, the better fitteA 
for the various parts he was doomed to a£l. 

Such were the men whofe characters and religious 
errors, were neceflary to be known, to afcertain the 
confpiracy of which they were the chiefs, and of whofe 
exiftence we fhall give undeniable proof, indicate its 
precife objeCt, and unfold its means and future progrefsw 

* Idem, No. 22. f Idem^ No. 28. 

t Life of Seneca, page 377. 
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CHAP; li- 

Of the OhjeSly Extent^ afid Exigence of the Antichriflan 
Confplracy* 

T O fay that there exifted a confpiracy againft the 
Chriftian religion, of which Voltaire, D’Alem¬ 
bert, Frederick II. King of Pruflia, and Diderot, were 
the chief authors and inftigators, is not fimply to fay^ 
that each one of them was an enemy and that their 
writings tended to the deftruftion of the religion of 
Chrift ; for both before and after them, we have feeri 
enemies to this fame religion, feeking to fpread, by 
their writings, the venom of incredulity. France has 
had her Bayle, and her Montefquieu *, the firft a true 
fophifter, undecided in his principles and fupporting 
the pro and con with equal verfatility ; but deftitute of 
that hatred, which conftitutes the confpirator, and 
feeks accomplices : the latter is but a youth when he 
writes his Peiftan Letters, and has no fixed principle 
againft that faith, to which he will one day do homage, 
by declaring that he always refpeBed religiony and that 
he beheld the Gofpel, as the fairef gft that God had 
bejlowed on man.* 

England has feen her Hobbes, her Woolftons or her 
Collins, with many other difciples of incredulity ; but 
each of thefe fophifters was impious in his own way* 
and they fought not to league together, however much 
Voltaire and Condorcet mayaflert the contrary. Each 
makes his partial attack on Chriftianity from his owii 
brain, and that is not fuflicient to conftitute a con¬ 
fpiracy. 

In order to fliow a real confpiracy againft Chriftian¬ 
ity, we muft not only point out the wifti to deftroy, 
but alfo the union and fecret correfpondence in the 
means employed to attack, debafe or annihilate it. 
When therefore I name Voltaire and Frederick, Dide¬ 
rot and D’Alembert, as the chiefs of this Antichriftian 
Confpiracy, I not only mean to ftiew, that each had iiti- 

* Vid. Montefquieu, Feller’s Hill. Di6t< 
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pioufly written againft Chriftianlty, but that they hai 
formed the with, and had fecretly communicated that 
with of deftroying the religion of Chrift 5 that they 
had afted in concert, fparing no political nor impious, 
art to efFeftuate this deftru 61 :ion ; that they were the 
inftigators and condu£lors of thofc fecondary agents 
whom they had mifled, and following up their plans 
and projefts, with all that ardor and conftancy, which 
denotes the nioft finiftied confpirator.. My very proofs 
fhall be drawn from what we may very properly term 
the records of the confpiracy, I mean from their moft 
intimate correfpondence, a long time fecret, or from 
their own aflertions contained in their divers writings. 
The true When Beaumarchais gave us a compleat edition of 
archives of Voltaire’s works, with all the magnificence of the 
the con- Bafkerville type ; either the adepts, blinderl by their 
fpiratori. fuccefs, were perf^uaded that the publicity of this mon- 
ftrous confpiracy, could only add new luftre to its 
chief, or that the Editors themfelves were ignorant of 
the fa6l, or in fine, that being fcattered and difperfed 
through forty large volumes of letters, to all forts of 
perfons, and on all forts of fubje£ts, no man could at 
once feize the thread of a confpiracy, the work of ma¬ 
ny long years. But whatever may have been their in¬ 
tentions, whatever their art in fupprefling parts of the 
correfpondence, they have not effectually done away 
all means of difcovery. Never fhould I have underta¬ 
ken a work of fuch labour, fo painful and difgufting, 
had I not feen the ncceffity of proving from the very 
records of the confpirators, the reality of their plots ; 
the neceffity of denouncing to all nations, with proof 
in hand, the men, w^ho wifhto miflead them, and who 
fought to overturn every altar provided it was but 
Chriftian. With them the altars of London or Gene¬ 
va, of Stockholm or Peterfburg were to fhare the fame 
fate with thofe of Paris or Madrid, of Vienna or Rome, 
thus adding, by their fall, a new, though tardy proof 
of the univerfality of this confpiracy. Such then are 
their black and hidden crimes. Behold them confpir- 
ing againft your God, in order to confpire againft 
your fovereign and your laws, behold them fei-king 
to overthrow all civil focicty and univerfally extend the 
fcourges of the French revolution. 

I know that the gravity of the charge requires ftrong 
evidence and clear proofs, tojuftifyit; if then my 
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proofs are too numerous, let my reader reflect on the 
weightinefs of the charge. 

In all confpiracies there is generally a fecret Ian- TKe word 
guage or a watchword, unintelligible to the vulgar, 
though it perpetually recals the objeft to the mind of 
the confpirator. The word chofen by Voltaire muft 
have been di 61 :ated by fome fiend of hatred or frantic '' 
rage. But what words ! Crujh the nvreteh I (ecrafez ^ - ' 

Binfame !) and what a fignification is attached to thefe ^ , 

three words in the mouths of D’Alembert, of Freder- / ' 
ick or their difciples ; conftantly they mean crujh - 
Chrifly crujlo the religion of Chrijly crujfj every religion^ 
that adores Chrifl. Oh readers retain your indignation 
until you hkve feen the proof ! 

When Voltaire complains that the adepts are not 
fufficiently united in the war they wage againft the 
^uretch ; when he wiflies to revive their zeal, he recals fcnfc of the 
to their minds, the hopes and projefts he had already word with 
conceived in 1730, when the lieutenant of the police Voltaire, 
at Paris, warned him that he would not fucceed in 
overturning the Chriftian religion, he had daringly, 
anfwered that is what we Jhall fee* 

When exulting in the fuccefs of the war, and prog- 
refs of the con (piracy againft the wretchy he triumphs 
in the idea, that in Geneva,Calvin’s own town,there 
are but a few beggarly fellows who believe in the 
confubftantial.^f 

When he wifties, during this war againft the wretchy 
to give his reafons for tolerating the Socinians, it is, 
fays he, hecaufe Julian would have favoured thenty and that 
he hates what Julian hatedy and defpifes what he (Julian) 
de/pifed-X 

What then is this hatred, common to the Socinians 
and to Julian the apoftate, if it be not their hatred to 
the divinity of Chrift. What is meant by the confub- 
ftantial, fallen into difrepute, if it be not Chrift, or how 
can the word wretch y be other wife interpreted, in the 
mouth of him that had uttered, “ I am weary of hear- 
ing people repeat that twelve men have been fuffi^ 
cient to eftablifli Chriftianity, and I will prove that 
« one mayfufficeto overthrow it.’’§ In the mouth 

* Let. to D’Alembert, 20th of June 1760. 
f Let. 119, anno 1763, 28th Sept. "■ 

X Let. to Frederick, 5th Nov. 1773. 

5 Lifeof Voltaire by Coodorcet. 
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I fay of a man who, in his intrigues againft the •wretch 
exclaims, could not five or fix men of parts, and 
f* wlio rightly underftood each other, fucceed, after 
the example of twelve fcoundrels who have already 
fucceedcd.”* 

In the mouth of this frantic infidel can we conceal 
the fenfe of thefe words : The twelve apoftles called 
twelve fcoundrels! and their divine mafter a 
I may dwell too much on the proofs, but the charges 
are too heinous, to pafs them over lightly. 

All thofe men, fomuch extolled by Voltaire for their 
ardor in critjiymg the wretch ^ are precifely thofe who 
attacked Chrillianity without the leaft decorum or de¬ 
cency, fuch as Diderot, Condorcet, - Helvetius, Freret, 
Boulanger, Dumarfais and fuchlike infidels; and thofe 
whom he "particularly wifltes D’Alembert to rally, the 
rnore effectually to crujb the wretch^ are theAtheifts the 
Deifts and Spinofifts.f 

Againfi: whom then will the Atheift, the Deifl and 
the Spinofift coalefce, unlefs it be againft the God of 
the Gofpel ? . ^ 

Voltaire proceeds to direft the zeal of the confpira- 
tors againft the Holy fathers, and thofe modern writers, 
who have written in defence of Chriftianity and the 
divinity of Chrift, both of whom he wifties to fee treat¬ 
ed with the utmoft. contempt; he writes to his adepts, 
VicSlory is declaring for us on all fides, and I can 
affure you, that foon, none but the rabble will fol- 
low the ftandard of our enemies, and we equally 
contemn that rabble whether for or againft us. We 
are a corps of brave knights, defenders of the truth 
and who admit none amongft us, but men of edu- 
cation.; Courage brave Diderot, intrepid D’AIem- 
bert, form wdth my dear Damilaville and rufti for- 
ward oh thofe fanatics and knaves ; pity poor Paf- 
dial, but defpife Houtville and Abadie as much as 
if they were fathers of the church.”:}: 

Here then is the explanation of what Voltaire means 
hy crujhing the wretch. It is to undo what the apoftles 
have done, to hate what Julian the apoftate hated, to 
attack thofe, whom the Deifts, Atheifts and Spinofifts 
always attacked, it is in fine to rufti on the holy fa- 

Let. to D’Alembert a4th July 1760. - 
T Let. 37th to D’Alembert, J77.0. 
t Let. to Damilaville, anno 1765. 
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thers or on any other man who dares defend the reli¬ 
gion of Chrift. 

The fenfe of this atrocious watchword is equally 
clear in the mouth of Frederick. With this royal fo- 
phifter as with Voltaire, Chrijtiamtyy the Chrijlwn feBy 
the Chrtjllcole fuperjlitiofi (La fuperftition Chrifticole) 
and the wretch j are all fynonimous terms. With him 
as with Voltaire the wretch yielded none hit polfonotis 
weeds ; the beft writings againft the wretch are pre- 
cifely the mofl; impious, and if any in particular deferve 
his peculiar efteem, it is, that ftnee Celfusy nothing fo 
Jlrihing had been publtjhed againft Chriftianity. Tlie 
faft really is, that Boulanger, unfortunately more 
known by his impiety that by his converlion, is Jiill 
perior to Celfus himfelf,^ 

As to Alembert we may fee, tliougli he feldom 
ufes this fliocking word, that he was well acquainted 
with its meaning ; by his anfwers to Voltaire, by the 
means he fuggefts, by the writings he approves of and 
feeks to circulate, as fitteft to cruJJs the wretch; and 
which writings are precifely thofe that more diredly 
tend to eradicate religion from the minds of the people. 
We may fee it, when wiftiing to fhew his zeal for the 
progrefs of the confpiracy againft the wretchy he pro- 
fefles his eagernefs to fupport Voltaire, or his forrow 
that from localities, he cannot fpeak with the fame free¬ 
dom againft Chriftianity. His expreflions and num- 
berlefs letters hereafter quoted, will leave no more 
doubt of him, than of Voltaire or Fredcrick.tf 

Such was the general acceptation of the word among 
all the confpirators ; Condorcet, even laying afide the 
word wretchy pofitively alTerts, that Voltaire had fworn, 
to crujlo Chriflianityy^ and Mercier fays to crujlj Chriji.)\ 

In the views of the confpirators, to crujh Chrijl was 
not too ftrong an expreflion. In the extent of their 
projefts, no fliadow of his worfhip was to remain : it 
is' true that among the Chriftians, they honored the 
church of Rome with their chief hatred. But Luther 
and Calvin, the Church of England or of Geneva, tho’ 
feparated fromRome,had retained theirbelicf of Chrift, 
and were therefore to fliare the fate of the former, 

* See let. of the King of Pruflia, No. 143, 145, 153, anno 
.1767, &c. &c. &c, 

t See D’Alembert’s letters, 100, roa, 151, 

§ Life of Voltaire, |1 Mercier’s letters. No. 60 of M. Pelletier, 
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The whole Gofpel of Calvin, is ridiculed bjr Vol¬ 
taire, as the fooleries of Jean Chauvin^ and it was of 
thefe fooleries he fpeaks when writing to D’Alembert 
he fays, that in CdhutrCs own town (Geneva) there were 
but a few beggarly fellows who believed in the confubfan^ 
tialy that is to fay, who believed in Chrijl, He particu¬ 
larly exults in the approaching fall of the Church of 
England, when he extols the Englijh truthsy\ that is the 
impieties of Hume, or when he thought himfelf au¬ 
thorized to 'wnityXh'nV in'London Chrif wasfpurned^Xi 
Thofe difciples who paid him the homage of their 
philofophic fcience, adopting his ftyle,' write, I don’t 
like Calvin, he was intolerant, and poor Servet fell 
a vi£lim to him, and it is true he is no more fpoken 
of at Geneva than if he had never exifted. As to 
Luther, though he had not much wit, as is eafily 
perceived by his writings, he did not perfecute, and 
only loved wine and women ?”§ 

It is even obfervable, that for a confiderable time the 
confpiring fophifters placed particular fatisfa<^ion in 
their fucceffes againft the Proteftant churches. With 
what exceflive joy Voltaire would write, that England 
and Switzerland were over-run with men hated 
and defpifed Chriftianity, as Julian the apoftate hated 
and defpjfed it,\\ and th^t from Geneva to Berne not a 
Chriftian was to be found*\ Frederick on his* fide, 
writes with equal joy, Li our protejiant countries we go 
on much hrijker.^'^ * 

Such then was the extent of this confpiracy; they 
were to overtun. every altar where Chrift was adored. 
An hiflorian might have been milled in feeing the 
adepts folicit, more than once, the recal of the Proteft- 
ants into France \ but at the very time that Voltaire 
writes, how much he laments to fee the petition made 
by the minifter Choifeul rejefted, fearing left his dif¬ 
ciples ftiould imagine he wilhed to fpare the Huguenot 
mere than the Catholic, he haftens to add, that..the 
Huguenots and the Calvinifts are not lefs mad than ihe 
Sorbonifs or ihe Catholicsy that they were even raving 


^ Let', to Darailaville, Aag. i8th, 1766. ^ . 

f Let. to the Marquis DArgence, April 28th, 1760. 
j Let. to DAlembert, Sept, 28th, 1763. .. ... 

J Let. of the Langrave ofHelTe to Voltaire, Sept. 9th, 1766. 
II Let. to the King ol Pruffia, 15th Nov^ 1773^ ' 

f Let. to DAlembert, Feb. 8th, 1776. Let^ 143;* 
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mad nay, fometimes he faw nothing more atrahilarious 
and feroctoiis than the HuguenoU.\ 

All this pretended zeal of the confpirators to calvin- 
ize France, was but as a preparatory ftep to de-Chrif- 
tianizc it with greater expedition. We may trace the 
gradation of their intended progrefs, in the following 
words of D’Alembert to Voltaire : For my part I fee 
every thing in the brighteft colours, I already be- 
hold toleration eftabliflied, the Protejlants recalled^ 
the priefts married, confeflion abolifhed, and fanati- 
** cifm cruflied, nvithout fo much as its being perceived,''*^ 
Fanaticifnt and nvretch in D’Alembert’s m*outh are fy- 
nonimous, the latter is even made ufe of in the fame 
letter, both meaning Chrijl or his %vhole religion crufied. 

There is however an exception often made by Vol¬ 
taire, which might have left Chrift fome few worfhip- 
pers among the rabble. He feems little jealous of that 
conqueft, when he writes to D’Alembert, Both you 
and Damilaville muft be well pleafed, to fee the con- 
tempt into which the wretch is fallen among the bet- 
** ter fort of people throughout Europe. They are all 
lue *wijhedjbry ox that were necelTary. We never 
pretended to enlighten the houfe-maids andfioemahers; 
we leave them to the apofl;les.”|| Or when he 
writes to Diderot, Whatever you do, have your eye 
‘ on the nvretch. It muft be deftroyed among the 
better fort and leave it to the rabble for whom it was 
made or when, in fine, he writes to Damilaville, 

I can afilire you, that foon none but the rabble will 
follow the ftandard of our enemies, arid we equally 
contemn that rabble whether for or againft us.”^ 

Voltaire, defpairing of wider fuccefs, would fome¬ 
times except the clergy and the great chamber of the Par^ 
liament. But in the fequel of thefe memoirs, we fhall 
fee the confpirators aftively extending their principles, 
and inftilling their hatred againft Chriftianity into ev¬ 
ery clafs of men, from the cottage to the throne, not 
cv.en excepting their fo much defpifed rabble. 

* Let, to Marmontel, 21ft Aug. 1767. 

+ Let, to the Marquis D’Argcnce de Dirac, Mar.^ad 1763. 
t May 4th 1762. || Sept, ad 1768. § Dec.*a5th I76^. 

t Anno 1765. 
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CHAP. Iir. 

Secret y the Union aful the Epoch of the Confpiracy, 

I N confpiracies it is not enough'for the agents to 
have a particular watchword, or formula, in order 
to hide their general object, but they have alfo peculiar 
names, by which they mutually point out each other, 
and which are unintelligible to the public. They care¬ 
fully conceal their correfpondence *, but if they fear 
difeovery, it is then they ufe thefe precautions left their 
names, or the objeft of the plot, be expofed. 

Thefe means were not to be neglefted by Voltaire 
or D’Alembert. In their correfpondence Frederick is 
often called Ditluc^ D’Alembert Protagorasy\ though 
he often ftyles himfelf Bertrand^X Both were well ap¬ 
plied to him, the former to denote the infidel, the lat¬ 
ter to betoken the means of his impiety, by the ftiifts 
of Bertrand, in Fontaine’s fable of the Monkey and the 
Cat: when D’Alembert is Bertrand (the monkey,) 
Voltaire is Raton§ (the cat.) Diderot perfonates Pla¬ 
to or Tomplatjll and the general term for the confpi- 
rators, is CacouacJ^ They fay he is a good Cacouac, 
when he can be perfectly depended upon. Oftentimes, 
and particularly by Voltaire, they are called brothers 
as in mafonary. They alfo' give peculiar imports to 
whole phrafes of their enigmatical language, for ex¬ 
ample, the vine of Eruth is well cultivated^ is to fay we 
make amazing progrefs againft religion.*’*' 

This fecret language was particularly made ufe of, 
when they feared their letters were opened or ftopped, 
which often gave Voltaire and D’Alembert great unea- 
linefs. It was for that reafon, that many of their let-' 
ters, were direefed to fiftitious perfons, to merchants 
or fome clerk in office, who was in the fecret. It does 
not appear that they ever made ufe of cyphers, they 

Let. of D’Alembert, No. 77. 
f Voltaire to Tliiriot, 26th Jan. 1762. 

X Let. 90. § Let. 2zd March, 1774. 

ji Voltaire to Damilarille, 25th Auguft, 1766. 

Let. of D’Alembert, No. 76. 

Let.to D’Alembert, No. 75. 
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trould have been much too tedious, confidering Vol¬ 
taire’s immenfe corrcfpondence. Thofe were referved 
for confpirators, not lels ardent, but of a deeper policy. 
Falfe directions and not figning their names, feem to 
have given them fufficient confidence in their ftyle, 
and if perchance, any of their letters are more enig¬ 
matical than common, they are eafily explained by the 
preceding or following ones. It was by thefe fhifts 
they wiftied to leave an opening for excufing or ex¬ 
plaining what they had already written ; but they are 
not fufficiently obfcure to prevent difcovery, and that 
with very little trouble, when furprifed. 

Some few, neverthelefs, arc more difficult to be 
underftood than others; for example, the letter writ¬ 
ten by Voltaire to D’Alembert, the 30th of January 
1764: « My illuftrious philofopher has fent me the 
letter of Hippias, B. This letter of B. proves that 
** there are T .’s and that poor literature is falling 
back into the fliackles w^hich Malejherbes had broken. 
** That demi-fcholar as well as demi-citizen, D’A- 
guelTeau, was a T . . . . He would have hindered 
the nation from thinking ! I wifh you had but feen 
that brute of a Mahoul, he was a very filly T ... to 
«« be at the head of the cuftoms upon ideas under the 
T .. . D’AguefTeau. Then followed the under T.’s 
about half a dozen miferable rafcals, who for the 
pitiful falary of 17I. per annum, would erafe from a 
book, every thing that was worth leaving in it.” 
Here it is evident that T. (lands for tyrant^ one of 
which tyrants is the chancellor D’AguefTeau, the other 
Maboul, the comptroller of the prefs. The under T’s, 
or tyrants, are the public cenfors, whofe falaries were 
about 17I. per annum. As to Hippias By his perfon is 
not fo clear *, he was moft probably fome tyrant who 
wifhed to flop the circulation of thofe works, which 
direClly tended to the overthrow of the altar and the 
throne. But who can fee, without indignation, the 
chancellor D’Aguefleau, the ornament of the magiftra- 
cy, called a tyrant, a demi-fcholar, a demi-citizen. It 
is, however, forbearance in Voltaire, not to abufe him 
more grofsly ; we mud expeft to fee him and D’Alem¬ 
bert lavifhing the lowed terms of blackguardifm, 
throughout this corrcfpondence, on every man who 
differs from them in opinion, whatfoever be his merits 
Vol. I. F 
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otherwife, but efpecially on tbofe who laboured for, 
or wrote in defence of religion. 

However openly the confpirators exprefled them- 
felves to each other, fecrecy was ftriftly recommended 
to them, with refpe^f to the public ; and Voltaire per¬ 
petually apprizes the adepts of its importance. The 
myfteries of Mytra, (he would make D’Alembert 
write to the adepts) are not to be divulged, the mon- 
*^'fter (religion) muft fall, pierced by a hundred in- 
«« vifible hands ; yes, let it fall beneath a thoufand 
repeated blows.’’* 

This fecrecy, neverthelefs, was not to be fo much 
with refpe6^ to the obje6l of the confpiracy, as to the 
names of the confpirators, and the means they em¬ 
ployed ; for it was impoflible for the rancorous hatred 
of Voltaire, to difguife the wifti of annihilating Chrif- 
tianity, but he had to fear on one fide the feverity of the 
laws, and on the other the contempt and infamy which 
.would certainly attach to himfelf and difciples, from 
the impudence of their falfehoods and the effrontery 
of their calumnies, had it ever been poffible to trace 
their authors and abettors. 

Hiftory is not in fault, if it is obliged to reprefent 
the chief of the confpiracy, at once the moft daring, 
the moft unrelenting in his hatred to Chrift, and the 
moft defirous of hiding his attacks. Voltaire fecretly 
confpiring and concealing his means, is the fame man, 
though bold and blafpheming. Openly attacking the 
altars of his God, he is ftill the Sophifter, though veil¬ 
ing the hand that ftrikes, or feeking in the dark to un¬ 
dermine the temple. It is hatred that fires his rage, 
or leads him through the tortuous ways of the confpir- 
ator. To unmafk this diflimulating man, fhall be a 
leading point in the following memoirs. 

In his charafter of chief, the myfteries of Mytra as 
well as the intrigues of the confpirators, could be of 
no fmall concern to him, and the following were his 
fecret inftrmflions. Confound the wretch to the ut- 
moft of your power, fpeak your mind boldly, ftrike 
and conceal '^our hand* You. may be known j I am 
willing to believe there are people fufficiently keen- 
feented, but they will not be able to convift you.”f 

* Let. to D’Alembert, April a7th, 1768. 
t Let. to D’Alembert, May, 1761. 
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« The Nile, it was faid, fpread around its fertilizing 
« waters, though it concealled its head ; do you thd 
<< famey you will fecretly enjoy your triumph. I rc- 
« commend the wretch to you << We embrace the 
<< worthy knight and exhort him to conceal his hand 
from the enemy.^f 

No precept is oftener repeated by Voltaire than 
fir ike but conceal the hand^ and if by indifcretion any 
adept occafioned his difcovery, he would complain 
moft bitterly, he would even deny works that were the 
mod decidedly his. “ I know not why (fays he) peo- 
pie are fo obftinately bent on believing me the au- 
thor of the Phtlofophical DiSfionary. The greateft 
fervice you can do me, is to aflert, though you pledge 
your fliare in Paradife, that I have no hand in that 
<< hellifh work. There are three or four people, wha 
<< perpetually repeat, that I have fupported the good 
caufe, and that 1 fight mortally againft the wild 
beads. It is betraying onds brethren^ to praife them 
on fuch an occafton^ thofe good fouls blefs 7 ne^ but ruin 
** me. It is certainly him, they fay, it Is his dyle, his 
manner. Ah, my brethren, what fatal accents ; 
on the contrary you fliould cry out on the public 
<< ways, it is not he, the monfler mujl fall pierced by 
a hundred inviftble hands ; yeSy let it fall beneath a 
thoufand repeated blowsr\ 

It was in this art of fecrecy and of concealing his 
fteps, that D’Alembert fo much excelled. Him it 
was, that Voltaire recommended to the brethren for 
imitation, and as the hope of the flock, He is daring 
« (would he fay to them,) but not rafti; he will make 
<< hypocrites tremble (that is religious men) without 
giving any hold againd himfelf.”§ 

Frederick not only approved of this fecrecy,|| but 
we fhall fee him playing off all the artifices of his dark 
policy to enfure the fuccefs of the confpiracy. 

In every plot, union is as elTential to the confpirator, 
as fecrecy to the caufe, and fo it is often and particu¬ 
larly recommended. Among others we find the fol¬ 
lowing indruftions : Oh, my philofophers, we 

<< fhould march clofed, as the Macedonian phalanx, it 

* Let. toHelvetius, May nth 1761. 
f Let. to Mr. de VielieviJle, a6th April 1767. 
j Let. to D’Alembert, 15 z and Z19. 

§ Let. from Voltaire to Thuriot, 19th Noy. 1760. 

II Let. to Voltaire, i6thMay 1771. 
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was only vanquifhed when it opened. Let the real 
** philofophers unite in a brotherhood like the Free^ 
<< mafons ; let them afTemble and fupport each other, 
let them be faithful to the aflTociation. Such an 
academy will be far fuperior to that of Athens, and 
to all thofe of Paris.”* * * § 

If any dilTention, perchance, happened among the 
confpirators, the chief immediately wrote to appeafe 
them: he would fay, Ah poor brethren, the primi- 
tive Chridians behaved themfelves much better than 
we do. Patience, do not let us lofe courage, God 
<< will help us provided we remain united,” and when 
he wifhed to infift . more particularly on the objeftof 
that union, he would repeat his anfwer to Herault, 
W^eV/ fee nvhether it be truCy that the Chrif ian religion 
cannot be deJ}royed,\ 

Mod of thefe dilTentions arofe from the difference 
of opinion in the confpirators, and the difcordancy of 
their fophifms againft Chriftianity, which often made 
them thwart each other. Voltaire, aw^are of the ad¬ 
vantage it gave to religious writers, immediately en¬ 
joined D’Alembert to feek, ifpoffible, a reconciliation 
with the Alheifts, Dcids and Spinofifts. The two 
<< parties (fays he) muft necelfarily coalefce. I wifh 
«« you would undertake that reconciliation ; fay to 
<< them, if you will omit the emetic, I will overlook 
the bleeding.”^ 

This premier chief, always fearful left their ardor 
fhould fubridc,and wifhing to animate their zeal, would 
write to the other chiefs, ‘‘ I fear you are not fufficient- 
ly zealous, you bury your talents, you feem only to 
<< contemn whilft you ftiould abhor and deftroy the 
monfter. Could not you crulli him in a few pages, 
«« while you modeftly hide from him, that he falls by 
your pen. It was given Meleager to kill the boar ; 
<< hurl the javeliny but hide your hand. Comfort me in 
my old age.”§ He would write to a young adept, 
who might be dejected through ill fuccefs. Courage I 
do not let yourfelf be dejeBed,\\ In fine, to bind them by 
the ftrongeft ties of intereft, he would tell them by 


* Let. to D’Alembert, No. 85 anno 1761, and No. », 

anno 1769. f Let. to D’Alembert, No. 66. 

J Let. to D’Alembert, No. 37,1770. 

§ Let. to D’Alembert, aSth'Sept. 1763. 

II Let, to Damilaville, 
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means of D’Alembert, “ Such is our fituation that we 
fhallbe the execration of mankind, if we have not the 
« better fort of people 011 our fide. We mufl then 
« gain them, coft what it will *, labour therefore in the 
<< vineyard, crufi the wretchy then crufJ} the ^vi'etch,^'"^ 
It is thus that every (iillin6tive mark which confti- 
tutes the confpirator, fuch as enigmatical language, a 
common and fecret wifli,union, ardor andperfeverance, 
is to be feen in thefe firft authors of the war againfl: 
Chriltianity. It is thus that the hiftorian is authorifed 
to reprefent this coalition of Sophifters, as a true con- 
fpiracy againft the altar. At length Voltaire not only 
allows it, but wifhes every adept to undcrftaiid, that 
the war of which he was the chief, was a true plot, 
and that each one was to a6l the part of a confpirator. 
When he feared their exceflive zeal, he w’ould write 
himfelf, or through D’Alembert, that in the war they 
waged, they were to aEi as cotifpirators a?id not as zealots.\ 
When the chief of thefe infidels makes fo formal a 
declaration, when he fo clearly orders them to aB as 
confpiratorsy it w^ould be abfurd to feck further proofs, 
as to the exiftance of the confpiracy. I fear they have 
already been too numerous for my reader \ but in a 
matter of fuch importance, I was to prefume him equal¬ 
ly rigid as myfelf, wdth refpe6i: to its demonftration. 
Now as nobody will deny this, unlefs blind to convic¬ 
tion, to have been a real confpiracy of the Sophifters 
againft Chrift and his church, I will not end this chap¬ 
ter, without trying to afeertainits origin and true epoch. 

Was this confpiracy to be dated from the day on 
which Voltaire confecrated his life to the annihilation 
of Chriftianity, we fiiould look back to the year 1728, 
that being the epoch of jiis return from London to 
France ; and hismoft faithful difciples inform us, that 
he made his determination when in England.J But 
Voltaire lived many years, alone ruminating his hatred 
againft Chrift ; it is true he was already the officious 
defender of every impious work that had the fame ten¬ 
dency, but thefe were only the ifolated works of So-? 
phifters, fingly writing, without any of the appurte¬ 
nances of the confpirator. To form adepts and inftil 
his hatred into them, could be but the work of time, 
and his efforts, unfortunately crowned with fuccefs, 

^ 13th Feb. 1764. t Voltaire to D’Alembert, let, 142, 
t Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell. 
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had greatly augmented their number, when, in 175a, 
he by the exprefs defire of the king of Pruflia, took his 
departure for Berlin. Of all the difciples he left in 
Paris, the mod zealous were D'Alembert and Diderot, 
and it is to thefe two men, that the coalition againft 
Chrifl: can be firft: traced. Though it may not have 
acquired all its ftrength, it certainly exifted when the 
plan of the Encyclopedia was decided on j that is to 
fay, the year that Voltaire left Paris for Berlin. Vol¬ 
taire had formed his difciples, but it was D’Alembert 
and Diderot who united them in one body to make 
that famous compilation, which may in truth be ftyled 
the grand arfenal of impiety, whence all their fophifti- 
cated arms, were to be dire<aed againft Chriftianity. 

Voltaire, who alone was worth a hod of infidels, 
laboring apart in the war againd Chridianity, left the 
Encyclopcdids, for fome time, to their own fchemes ; 
but if his difciples had been able to form the coalition, 
they were incapable of carrying it on. Their diffi¬ 
culties augmenting, they fought a man able to remove 
them, and without hefitation fixed on Voltaire, or rath¬ 
er, to ufe thewordsof his hidorian, Voltairey by his age^ 
his reputation and his genius^ naturally became their chief* 

At his return from Pruffia, about the year 1752, he 
found the confpiracy complete. Its precife objeft was 
the dedru£l:ion of Chridianity; the fird chief had fworn 
it, the fecondary chiefs, fuch as D'Alembert, Diderot 
and even Frederick, notwithdanding his quarrels with 
the premier, were ever after leagued with him in the fame 
bonds. At this period, the adepts were all that Vol¬ 
taire could number, as his difciples : but from the day 
of the coalition between the premier, the fecondary 
chiefs, and the adepts’ agents or protestors ; from the 
day that the objeSi of this coalition to crufh Chrid and 
his religion, under the appellation of wretch^ had been 
decreed, until the grand objeSf of the coalition was to 
be confummated by the proferiptions and horrid maf- 
facres of the Jacobins, near half a century was to 
elapfe ; for fo much time M'^as neceflary for the har¬ 
binger of blood and corruption, to prepare the way for 
the Philofophid of dedruStion and murder. Natur¬ 
ally during this long period of time, we Ihall fee this 
fophidical feft, who had fworn to crufh, coalefcing 
with the feSl, who under the name of Jacobin, really 
does crudi and naaflacre, 
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Where then the difference between the fophiftical 
fc6^ under Voltaire and D’Alembert, anticipating the 
murders of the French revolution, by their wiflies and 
their confpiracies, and thofe fophifters, who under the 
name of Jacobin, overthrow the altar and embrue its 
fteps with the blood of its priefts and pontiffs ? Do 
not they proferibe the religion of the fame Chrift, of 
the fame God, whom Voltaire, D’Alembert, Freder¬ 
ick and all that impious fequel of adepts had fworn to 
crufli and abhor ? Will any one tell us, that there is 
any difference between the fophifms of the former, and 
the pretexts of the latter, between the fchool of Vol¬ 
taire and the maxims of the Jacobinical den. 

The Jacobins will one day declare that all men are 
free, that all men are equal, and as a confequence of 
this liberty and equality they will conclude that every 
man muft be left to the lights of reafon. That every 
religion fubjefting man’s reafon to myfteries, or to the 
authorities of any revelation fpeaking in God’s name, 
is a religion of llavery and conftrainc; that as fuch it 
fliould be annihilated, in order to re-eftablifti the in- 
defeafible rights of liberty and equality, as to the belief 
or difbelief of all that the reafon of man approves or 
difapproves: and they will call this liberty and equal¬ 
ity, the reign of reafon and the empire of philofophy. 
Can the candid reader believe, that this liberty and 
equality is not appofite to the war carried on by Vol¬ 
taire againft Chriftianity ? Had the chiefs or adepts 
ever any other view, than that of eftablifhing their 
pretended empire of philofophy or their reign of reafon, 
on that felf-fame liberty and equality applied to revela¬ 
tion and the myfteries, in perpetual oppofition to Chrift 
and his church ? 

Did not Voltaire hate the church and its paftors, 
becaufe they oppofed that liberty and equality applied 
to our belief ; becaufe nothing was Jo contemptible and 
fo wiferahle in his eyes, as to fee one man have recourfe 
to another in matters of faith, or to ajk what he ought 
to believe.^ Reafony liberty and philofophy were as con- 
ftantly in the mouths of Voltaire and D’Alembert, as 
a means of overthrowing Revelation and the Gofpel j 
as they are at this day in the mouths of the Jacobins.f 

* Letter to the Duke D’Ufez, 19th Nov. 1760. 

f See the whole of their correfpondence. 
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When the adepts wifli to extol the glory of their chiefs^ 
they will rt'^xckwt. perpetually reclatmifig thevide^ 
pendence of Reafo^y and devoutly expecting thofe days 
when the fun Jhall no longer fnney but upon free metiy ac¬ 
knowledging no other mafer but their own reafon,% 

AVhen therefore, on the ruins of the temple, the Ja¬ 
cobins fliall haveere£l;ed the idol of their reafon, their 
liberty or their philofophy; will they have fulfilled 
any other wifh, any other oath, than that fworn by 
Voltaire and his adepts. 

When the Jacobins fhall apply the axe to the foun¬ 
dations of the temples whether Proreftant or Catholic, 
or in fine of any fe 61 : acknowledging the God of the 
Chriftians; will they have more widely extended theii* 
fyftems of dellrudion, than Voltaire confpiring againft 
the altars of London or Geneva, equally as againft 
thofe of Rome ? 

When their grand club {hall be filled with every in¬ 
fidel the French revolution can produce, whether 
Atheift, Deift or Sceptic, will their revolutionary co¬ 
horts be differently formed, than thofe which D’Alem¬ 
bert was to quicken and ftir up againft the God of 
Chriftianity ? 

. In fine, when one day thefe legions Tallying from 
this den of impiety, from the grand club of the Jaco¬ 
bins, fliall triumphantly carry to the Pantheon, the 
allies of Voltaire*, will not that be the confummating 
of the Antichriftian Confpiracy, wdll not that be the 
revolution fo long planned by Voltaire ? The means 
may differ, but the objed:, the fpirit,-and the extent of 
the confpiracy will remain. We fhall fee the very 
rneajis employed, the revolution that deftroys the al¬ 
tar, that plunders and maffacres its priefts by the hand 
of the Jacobin, were not foreign to the wifties or in¬ 
tentions of the firft adepts. The moft dreadful and 
difgufting parts of this irreligious revolution, only dif¬ 
fers from their plans, by a difference in terms ; one 
JVISHED to crufjy the other DID crufj. The means were 
fuch as the times fuggefted, both were not equally 
powerful,—We will now proceed to tear the veil from 
thofe dark intrigues, fucceffivly employed by the So- 
phifters during the half century, which prepared fuch 
feenes of blood and confufion. 

4: Condorcet’s Progiefs of Reafon, 9th Epoch. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Firjl Means of the Confpiratovs, 

I N order to crupthe wretch^ in the fenfe of Voltaire^ 
or to attain the deftru 61 :ion of the altars of that 
God whofe worihip had been taught by the Apoftles, 
nothing lefs could fuffice than the total fubjedlioii of 
the public opinion, and the annihilation of the faith of 
all Chriftian nations. To annihilate it by force was 
above the ftrength of the rifing coalition. Force was 
only to be reforted to, when by a revolution in all re¬ 
ligious ideas, things had been brought to that ftate, in 
which our Jacobin legiflators found them *, or when, 
by incredulity, the courts, the fenates, the armies, in 
fine, men of all deferiptions, had been gained over to a 
fubmiffion, or blind confidence in their fopliiftry* 

And indeed the neceflary growth of impiety and cor¬ 
ruption, fuppofed too long a period, for Frederick or 
Voltaire ever to flatter themfelves with the hopes of 
feeing it.* It was then too early for them to grafp 
the falchion of the butchering Jacobin ; nor muft we 
expeft, in the following pages, to read of guillotines, 
or forced requifitions in battle array, againft the altars 
of Chriftianity. 

In the beginning we fee their intrigues hidden, and 
without tumult ; flow and tortuous, but more infidi- 
ous.from their fecrecy, more certain from their flow- 
nefs; the public opinion was to perifli, as it were, by 
inanition, before they dared lay the axe to the altar. 

And this mode of proceeding we find, Is perfeftly un- 
derftood by Frederick, when he writes to Voltaire, 
that to undermine the edifice in filence^ is to oblige it to fall 
of itfelf and ftill better underftood by D’Alembert, 
when upbraiding Voltaire with being too hafty, he 
fays. If manhind gronvs enlightened^ it is hecaufe we have . 
the care to enlighten them by degrees. % Convinced of the The Ency- 
neceflTity of this gradation, D’Alembert bethought him- 
felf of the Encyclopedia, as the grand means of phi- ^ 

* Letter of Frederick to Voltaiie, 5th May, 1767. 
t 29th July 1775. J 3ifi: July 1762. 
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lofopliizing mankind, and crujhing the luretch. His 
project is no fooner conceived, than enthufiaftically 
embraced by Diderot; and Voltaire animated their 
drooping courage more than once, by his conftant atr 
tention to the undertaking. 

To judge of what amazing importance the fuccefs 
of this famous dlflionary was to the confpiring chiefs, 
we muft be acquainted with the plan, the method of 
its execution, and how it was to become the infallible 
agent of incredulity, and its moft powerful weapon in 
perverting the public opinion, or overturning all the 
principles of Chriftianity. 

The Encyclopedia is at firft ufbered into the world 
as the aggregate, as the complete treafure of all human 
arts and Tciences, of Religion, Divinity, Phyfics, Hif- 
tory, Geography, Afhronomy or Commerce j in a word, 
of whatever may conftitute a Science : of Poetry, Ora¬ 
tory, Grammar, Painting, Architefture, Manufaftures, 
or of whatever can be the objeft of ufeful or pleafing 
arts. This great work was to comprehend the very 
minutiae of different trades, from the manufafturer to 
the labourer *, it was of itfelf to be an immenfe library, 
and fupply the place of one. It was to be the work of 
men the moft fcientific and the moft profound in every 
branch, that France could produce. The difeourfe in 
'which it was announced by D’Alembert to all Europe, 
was written with fo much art, had been fo profoundly 
meditated and nicely weighed, the concatenation of 
the fciences and the progrefs of the human mind, ap¬ 
peared fo properly delineated: whatever he had bor¬ 
rowed from Bacon or Chambers on the filiation of 
ideas, fo perfeGly difguifed 5 in fine, the plagiary fo- 
phifter'had fo perfedfly decked himfelf in the riches of 
others, that the profpecSlus of the Encyclopedia was 
looked upon as a mafterpiece, and its author as the 
moft proper perfon to prefide over fo ftupendous a work. 

Such were their mighty promifes, but promifes nev¬ 
er intended to be fulfilled \ while, on the other fide, 
they had their fecret objeft, and that they were deter¬ 
mined to accomplifh. This was to convert the Ency¬ 
clopedia into a vaft emporium of all the fophifms, er¬ 
rors or calumnies, which ever had been invented againft 
religion, from the firft fchools of impiety, until the day 
of their enterprize \ and thefe were to be fo artfully 
concealed, that the reader fhould infenfibly imbibe the 
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polfon without the leaft fufpicion. To prevent difcov- 
ery the error was never to be found where it might be 
fuppofed, religion was not only to be refpefted, but 
even fupported in all direft difcuflions, though fome- 
times the difcuflion is fo handled, that the objeftion 
they feem to refute, is more forcibly imprefled'on the 
mind of the reader. The more to impofe on the un¬ 
thinking, Alembert and Diderot artfully engaged 
feveral men of unblemiflied charafter to partake in 
this vafl: undertaking. Such was Mr. de Jeaucourt, a 
man of great learning and probity, who has furnifhed 
a number of articles to the Encyclopedia: his name 
alone could have been thought a fufficient guarantee 
againft all the art and perfidy of its principles ; in fhort, 
it was declared that all points of religion were to be 
difculTed by divines well known for their learning and 
orthodoxy. 

All this might have been true, and the work only 
prove the more perfidious, Alembert and Diderot 
referving to thcmfelves a three-fold refource to forward 
their Antichriftian Confpiracy. 

Their firft refource, was that of infinuating error its means 
and infidelity into thofe articles deemed the lead fuf- and art. 
ceptible of them ; fuch, for example, as Hiftory, or 
Natural Philofophy, even into Chemiftry and Geogra¬ 
phy, where fuch danger could not even have been fur- 
mifed. The fecond was that of references, an art fo 
precious, by which after having placed fome religious 
truths under the reader’s eye, he is tempted to feek 
further information in articles of a quite different call. 
Sometimes the mere reference was an epigram or a far- 
cafm. They would, after having treated a religious 
fubjeft with all poffible refpecl, fimply add. See the art. 
Prejudice, or Superstition, or Fanaticism ; laft- 
ly, when our referring Sophifters feared this fhift could 
not avail them, they would not hefitate at falfifying and 
altering the difcuflion of a virtuous co-operator, or at 
adding an article of their own, whofe apparent obje£t 
was to defend, while the real was to refute what had 
already been written on the fubjeft. In fine, impiety 
was to be fufficiently veiled to make it attraftive, while 
it left place for excufe and fubterfuge. This was the 
peculiar art of our barking fophlfler D’Alembert. Di¬ 
derot, more daring, was at firfl: countenanced in the 
mad flights of his impiety, but in cooler moments, hi^ - 
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articles were to be reviled ; he was then to add fome 
apparent rellri6lion in favour of religion, fome of tliofe 
high-founding and reverential wojds, but which left 
the whole of the impiety to fubfifl:. If he was above 
that care, D’Alembert as fupervifor-general, took it 
upon himfelf. 

Peculiar care was to be taken in the compiling of 
the firll volumes, left the clergy or thole men of prej¬ 
udice, as they were called, ftiould take the alarm; As 
they proceeded in the work they were to grow more 
bold, and ifxircumftances did not favor them, nor al¬ 
low them to fay ail they wiftied to fay, they were to re¬ 
fort to fupplements, and to foreign editions, which 
would at the fame time render this dangerous work 
more common, ahd lefs coftly to the generality of rea¬ 
ders. 

The Encyclopedia, perpetually recommended and 
cried up by the adepts, was to be a ftanding book in 
all libraries, and infenfibly the learned was to be con¬ 
verted into the Antichriftian world. If the projeft 
was well conceived, it was impoflible to fee one more 
faithfully executed. 

^ It is now our duty to lay before the reader, proofs 
firft as to the fa£l:, fecondly as to the intention. For 
the firft, it will be fufiicient to call the eye on divers ar¬ 
ticles of this immenfe colledlion, efpecially where the 
principal tenets of Chrlftianity, or even of natural reli¬ 
gion are treated, and to follow them through the di- 
-vers references the Sophifters have prepared for the 
reader. We.lliall find the exiftence of God, free 
agency, the fpirituality of the foul, treated in the ftylc 
.of a Chriftian philofopher, but a vide Demonstra¬ 
tion, or a vide Corruption will be added, to pervert 
all that had been faid ; and thofe articles to which 
D’Alembert and Diderot more particularly refer the 
reader, are exactly thofe where the doclrlne ofthe feep- 
tic or the Spinofift, of the Fatalift or,the Material!ft, 
is chiefly inculcated. ^[^See note at thee?id of the Chapter r\ 

This cunning could not efcape thofe authors who 
wrote in the defence of religion."^ But Voltaire re- 
forting to calumny, in order to defend their Encyclo¬ 
pedia, will reprefent thefe authors as enemies of the 

^ See Religion Vhtdicatedy the writings of Gauchat, of Ber- 
gier, in our Helvian Letters. 
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(late, as bad citizens.’*^ Such, indeed, were his ufual 
weapons, and had he perfeftly fucceeded in deceiving 
people, it would have been fufficient to have examined 
his confidential correfpondence with thevery authors of 
the work, to be convinced of the wickednefs of their 
intentions. 

At a hundred leagues from Paris, and not thwarted 
by the obflacles D’Alembert had to combat, he often 
complains, that the attacks are not fufficiently dire£l. 
He is often ruffled by certain refl:ri61:ions familiar to 
D’Alembert, and at length he breaks out on thofeput to 
the article Bayle. D’Alembert anfwers, This is an 
** idle quarrel indeed, on Bayle’s Diftionary. In the 
firft place, I did not fay, happy would it haveieen had 
he Jfjown more reverence to religion afid morality. My 
phrafe is much more n>ode(l : and befides, in a 
<< curfed country like this, where we are writing, who 
does not know that fuch fentences are of mere form 
and only a cloak to the truths additionally conveyed. 
Every one is aware of that.”f 
During the time that Voltaire was fo much bufied 
with the articles he fo frequently fent to D’Alembert 
for the Encyclopedia, he often complains of his fiiackles, 
and Is unable to diflemble how much he defires to at¬ 
tack religion openly, and writes, All that I am told 
about the articles of Divinity and Metaphyfics, 
<< grieves me to the heart 5 oh how cruel it is to print 
the very reverfe of what ene thinksd'*\ But D’Alem¬ 
bert, more adroit, fenfible of the necefflty of thefe pal¬ 
liatives, “ left he Jhould be looked upon as a madman by 
thofe he wijhed to convert f forefaw the day when he 
could triumphantly anfwer, If mankind is fo much 
enlightened to-day, it is only becaufe we have had 
the precaution, or good fortune, to enlighten them by 
degrees,'*^^ 

When Voltaire had fent certain violent articles, un¬ 
der the name of the pried of Laufanne, D’Alembert 
would immediately write. << We diall always receive 
with gratitude whatever comes from the fame hand. 
We only pray our heretic to draw in his claw a lit*- 
tie, as in certain places he has fliown his fangs a 
little too much. This is the time for Jlepping back to 

* 18th Letter to D’Alembert. 

f loth O^. 1764. . % Let. of the 9th of 061.1755. 

P 16th July 176Z. 
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wake the better leap,^^'* And to fhow that he never 
loft fight of this maxim, hcanfwers Voltaire’s animad- 
verfions on the article Hell : “ Without doubt we 
have feveral wretched articles in our divinity and 
metaphyfics, but with divines for cenfors and aprivu' 
legBy 1 defy you to make them better. There are arti- 
cles lefs expofed where all is fet to rights agam^^\ 

Can there be a doubt left of the precife and deter¬ 
mined intention of the Encyclopedifts, when Voltaire 
exhorts'D’Alembert to fnatch the moment, whilft the 
attention of government is drawn off by other concerns. 
During this war with the parliament and the biJhopSy 
the philofophers will have fine play. You have a 
fair opportunity of filling the Encyclopedia with thofe 
truthsy that we Jhould not have dared utter twenty years 
ago,^^X Or when he-writes to Damilaville, ‘‘ I can 
be concerned for a good dramatic performance, but 
could be far more pleafed with a good philofophical 
work that fhould forever crufli the wretch. I place 
all my hopes in the Encyclopedia,'^^ After fuch an 
avowal it would be ufelefs to feek further proof, of this 
immenfe compilation being no other than the grand 
arfenal for all their fophifticated arms againft religion. 

Diderot more open, even in his ambuflhes reluctantly 
employed cunning. He does not hide how much he 
wiftied, boldly to infert his principles, and his princi« 
pies are explained when he v/rites, “ The age of Louis 
<< XIV. only produced two men worthy of co-operar 
<< ting to the Encyclopedia,” and thefe two men were 
Perault and Boindin. The merits of the latter arc 
more confpicuous than thofe of the former. Boindin, 
born in 1676, had lately died a reputed Atheift, and 
had been refufed Chriftian burial. The notoriety of 
his principles had (hut the French academy againft 
him, and with fuch titles he could not have failed be^* 
ing a worthy co-operator. 

Such then the objeCl, fuch the intention of the con- 
fpiring authors. We fee by their own confeffion, that 
they did not wifli to compile for fcience, but to com¬ 
pile for incredulity ; that it was not the advancement 
of arts they fought, but to feize the moment, when 
the attention of the ruling authorities were drawn off, 
to propagate their ijnpious calumnies againft feligion. 

2ift July 1757, ■ f Ibid. 

J Let. to D’Alembert, 13th Nov. 1756. ^ § 23d May 1764. 
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They hypocritically utter fome few religious truths ; 
they print the contrary of 'what they believed on Chrifti- 
anity, but only the better to cover the fophifms they 
printed againft it. 

In fpite of all thofe arts, men zealous for religion, 
forcibly oppofed the work. The Dauphin in particu- ancffucccfs 
lar, obtained a temporary fufpenfion of it j and various of the En- 
were the rebuffs the authors met with. D’Alembert cyclopedia, 
wearied, had nearly forfaken it, when Voltaire, fenfi- 
ble of the importance of this firft tool of the confpir- 
acy, roufed his drooping courage. He, far from aba¬ 
ting, rather redoubled his efforts, afking for, and in- 
ceffantly fending frefli articles. He would extol per- 
feverance, he would fhow D’Alembert and Diderot 
the ignominy and fhame redounding to their oppo¬ 
nents.* He would urge them, conjure them by their 
friendfhip or in the name of philofophy to overcome 
their difgufl, and not to be foiled in fo glorious anun- 
dertaking.f 

At length the Encyclopedia was brought to a con- 
clufion, and it made its appearance under the fandlion 
of a public privilege. Triumphant in their firft ftep, 
the confpirators faw in it but the forerunner of their 
future fuccefies againft religion. 

Left any one fhould doubt of the particular drift of 
this compilation *, the reader muft be informed of the 
co-operators chofen by D’Alembert and Diderot, and 
that efpecially for the religious part. Their firftdivine 
was Raynal, a mian juft expelled from the order of the 
Jefuits on account of his impiety, his chief and ftrong- 
eft recommendation to D'Alembert. Every one un¬ 
fortunately knows how much he verified the judgment 
of his former brethren, by his atrocious declamations 
againft Chriftianity ; but few are acquainted with the • 
anecdote of his expulfion from among the co-operators, 
and that conne£fs his ftory with that of another divine, 
who, without being impious himfelf, had been unfor¬ 
tunately drawn into the company of the Sophifters. 

This was the Abbe Yvon, an odd metaphyfician, but 
an inoffenfive and upright man ; often in extreme in¬ 
digence, and living by his pen, when he thought he 
could do it with decency. In the fimplicity of his 

* See his letters of the years 1755-6. 

+ Letters of 5th Sept. 17555, i^ih Nov. 1756, and particu¬ 
larly of 8th Jan. 1757. 
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heart he had written ^he Defence of the Abhe de Prades. 
I have heard him afiert that not a fingle error could be 
found in that work, and on the firft argument give up 
the point. With the fame fimplicity I have heard him 
relate, by what means he had co-operated to the Ency¬ 
clopedia. I was in want of money, (faid he *,) Ray- 
nal met me and perfuaded me to write a few arti- 
cles, promifing me a good reward, I acceded, and 
my work delivered at Raynal’s ftudy, I received 
twenty-five Louis-d’ors. Thinking myfelf very 
<< well paid, I imparted my good fortune to one of the 
bookiellers employed for the Encyclopedia, who 
feemed much furprifed that the articles furniflied by 
Raynal, fhould not behis own. He was furious at 
the trick he furmifed. A few days after I was fent 
** for to the office ; and Raynal, who had received a 
** thoufand crowns for his pretended work, was obli- 
ged to refund me the hundred Louis-d^ors he had 
kept for himfelf.” 

This anecdote will not furprife thofe who are ac¬ 
quainted with Raynal’s plagiary talents. ‘ His impiety 
was not fufficient to prevent his difmiffion, but it pre- 
ferved him within the pale of the fraternal embrace. 

I mull add, that the articles on God and on the 
Soul, furnifbed by the Abbe Yvon, are exaftly thofe 
which grieved Voltaire to the heart, and for which, 
D’Alembert and Diderot were obliged to have recourfe 
to their art of references. 

The third divine, or as D’Alembert ftyles him the 
fecond, for he never dared mention Yvon to Voltaire, 
was the Abbe de Trades, obliged to fly to Pruffia, on 
his attempt to impofe on the Sorbonne in advancing 
his own impious propofitions for thofe of religion. It 
was the cunning of this thefis which had milled the 
Abbe Yvon, but foon.difcovered, the parliament took 
it up. The author, neverthelefs, was put under the 
proteftion of the King of PrufTia, by Voltaire and 
D’Alembert.* 

We alfo ow'e to the memory of De Trades to repeat, 
what his proteftors would wdllingly conceal*, that 
three years after, he publicly retraced all his errors in 
a declaration figned the 6th of April 1754, bewailing 
his intimacy with the Sophilters, adding, that one life 

* Correlpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, let. a and j. 
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tould not fuffice to weep his pajl conduEi^ ; he died in 
1782. 

Another of their divines was the Abbe Morelet, a 
man precious to Voltaire and D’Alembert, who play¬ 
ing on his name called him the Abbe Mord 4 es (bite 
them,) becaufc under pretence of attacking the Inqui- 
Ction, he had fallen on (bitten) the church with all his 
might.f 

Should we enumerate the lay writers who co-opera¬ 
ted in this work, we fhould find far worfe. But we 
will only mention the famous Dumarfais, at the fame 
time fo infamous, that the public authorities were 
obliged to interfere and deftroy a fchool he had form¬ 
ed, folely to imbibe his pupils with the venom of his 
impiety. This unfortunate man alfo retraced his er¬ 
rors, but only on his death-bed. The choice of this 
man’s pen,jfhows what co-operatorsD’Alembert fought. 

Far be it from me, to confound, in this clafs, fuch 
men as M. de Formey or Jaucourt, particularly the 
latter, to whom, as we have already faid, they were in¬ 
debted for many articles. The only reproach we can 
make him, is that he fhould have continued his labours, 
after he either did or fhould have feen the drift of that 
vafl compilation, where intermixed with his toils, lay 
all the fophifms and calumnies impiety could invent. 

Excepting thefe two men, we may nearly compre¬ 
hend the reft of the Encyclopedian writers, in the fol¬ 
lowing pifture, drawn by Diderot himfelf. « All 
that deteftable crew, w^ho, though perfectly igno- 
rant, valued themfelves on knowing every thing, 
who feeking to diftinguifh themfelves by that vexa- 
tious univerfality they pretended to, fell upon every 
** thing, jumbled and fpoiled all, and converted this 
pretended digeft of fcience into a gulph, or rather a 
fort of rag-bajkety where they promifcuotifly threw ev^ 
ery thing half examined^ ill digejled^ goody hady and in- 
‘‘ differenty hut always incoherent,^'* What a precious 
avowal as to the intrinfic merit of their work \ efpe- 
cially after after what he fays as to their views, in de- 
ievibing the pains they had taken, the torments it had 
put them to, the art it had required to infinuate what 

* Feller’s Hift. Did. 

f Correfpondence of D’Alembert, No. 65 and 96 ; Let. to 
Thiriot, a6th Jan. 1763. 

Vol. L H 
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they dared not openly write againft prejudices (relr- 
gion,) in order to overthrow them without being per¬ 
ceived.* 

In fine, all thefe follies of rag-dealersy contribu¬ 

ted to the bulk and accelerated the appearance fof the 
volumes ; the chiefs carefully inferting, in each vol¬ 
ume, what could promote the grand objeil. 
length terminated, all the trumpets founded, and the 
journals of the party teemed With the praifes of this 
literary atchievement. The learned themfelVes were 
duped. Every one would have an Encyclopedia. Nu¬ 
merous were the editions, of all fizes and prices,’ but 
under the pretence of correcting, greater boldnefs 
was aflumed- About the time, when the antichfif- 
tian revolution was nearly accomplifhed, appeared The 
E,?icyclopedia by order of Matter. When it was fifft un’- 
dertaken, feme deference was ftill paid to religion. A 
man of eminent merit, Mr. Bergier, a canon of Paris, 
thought it incumbent on him to yield to the prefling 
•folicitations of his friends, left the part treating of re¬ 
ligion, fhould fall into the hands of its greateft enemies. 
What was eafy to forefee came to pafs. The name of 
a man, who had combated the impious works of a 
Voltaire or a Roufleau, naturally ferved as a cloak to 
this new digeft, ftyled The Encyclopedia^ methodijed^ 
This was on the eve of the French revolution,'fo'that 
the petty infidels charged with the work, kept no fur¬ 
ther bounds with regard to religion. This new work 
is "more completely impious than the former, notwith- 
ftanding fome excellent'traCfs of Mr. Bergier and of 
fome others ; and thus the Sophifters ofuhe day per¬ 
fected the firft tool of the Antichriftian confpirators. 

X ^ The text in the original is far more extenfive, where Di¬ 
derot treats of the deficiencies of the Encyclopedia, but not 
having it at hand, we quote from Feller^s H!ft.'Di6l. aft.'Di- 

DEROT. 

. - • 
Note referred to in Page 34. 

Look for the article God (Geneva edition) and you will’find 
very found notions, together with the dired, phyfical and met- 
aphyfical demonftration of his exiftense; and indeed under 
fuch an article it would have been too manifeft t© have broach¬ 
ed any thing even bordering on Atheifm, Spinolifm, or Epicur- 
ifm 3 but the reader is referred to the articleDEMON^TRlATiON, 
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and there all the phyfical and metaphyfical cogent arguments 
for the exiftence of a God difappear. We are tliere taught, 
that all dircd demonftrations fuppofe the idea of mfinitude^ and 
that fuch an idea cannot be of the clearejly either for the Natural 
ifi or the Metaph^iciaii, This in a word deftroys all confidence 
the reader had in the proofs adduced of the exiftence of God. 

There again, they are pleafed to tell you, that a Tingle infeift, 
in the eyes of the philoifopher, more forcibly proves theexijlence 
of a Gody than all the metaphyfical arguments whatever (ibid.) ; 
but you are then’ referred to Corruption, where you learn 
how much you are to beware of afterting in a pofitive manner, 
that corruption can never beget animated bodies, and that fucli 
a production of animated bodies by corruption, feems to be 
countenanced by daily experhne?its ; and it is from thefe exper- 
ments precifely, that the Atheifts conclude, that the exiftence 
of God is unneceflary, cither for the creation of man or animals. 
PrepoflefTed by thefe referencesy againft the exiftence of God, 
let the reader turn to the articles of Encyclopedia and Epi¬ 
curism. In the former he will be told, that there is no being , 
in nature that can be called the firfi or lafi; and that a machine 
infinite in every nssay ?rmfi necefiarily be the Deity. In the latter 
the atom is to be the Deity. It will be the primary caufe of all 
things, by whom and of whom, everything is, adlive, eftentially 
ofitfclf, alone unalterabley alone eternaly alone himiutable ; and 
thus the reader will be infenfibly led from the God of the Gof- 
pel to the heathenifli fieftions of an Epicurus or of a Spinofa. 

Thefame cunningisto be found in the article of the Soul. On the ar- 
When the Sophifters treat diredly of its effence they give the 
ordinary proofs of \i%fpirituality and of its immortality. They 
will even add in the article Brute, that the foul cannot be fup- 
pofed 7natcrialy nor can the brute be reduced to the quality of a 
7nere machincy nnithout run?2ing the hazard of niaking of man 
an Automaton, And under Natural Law we read, that if 
the determinations of man, or even his ofcillations, arife from 
any thing rnaterialy extraneous to his fouly there ^ill he neither 
good nor evil, neither juft nor unjufiy 7ieither obligation 7ior right. 

Then referred to the article Locke, in order to do away all this 
confequence, we are told that it is of no importance nvhether 
77iatter thinks or notyfor^hat is that to jufiice or wjufiicey tc the 
hnsnortality of thefoul a7id to all the truths of thefyfie77iy whether 
political or religious; the reader, enjoying the liberty and equal¬ 
ity of his reafon, is left in doubt with regard to the fpirituality, 
and no longer knows whether he Ihould not think himfelf all 
matter. But he will decide when, under the article Animal, 
he finds that life and animation arc only phyfical properties of 
mattery and left he fhould think himfelf debafed by his refem- 
bling a planter an animal, to confole him in his fall, they will 
tell him, article Encyclopaedia and Amm^hy that the e?ily 
difference bei^ween certain vegetables y and a7ti77ials fuch asusy /'/, 
that they fieep and that nx>e fwakcy that nsse are anhnals that feely 
and that they are ani77ials that feel not ; and ftill further in the 
article Animal, that the foie difference betnueen a fiock and a 
7nany /V, that the one ever falls y njohile the latter never falls after 
the fa77ie 77ianner, After perufing thefe articles bona fidcy the 
reader muft be infenfibly drawn into the vortex of materialifm* 
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In treating of Liberty or free agency, we find tlie fame arti¬ 
fice. When they treat cf it diredly they will fay, ‘‘ Take 
away liberty, all human nature is overthrown, and there will 
“ be no trace of order in fociety—Recorapenfe will be ridicu- 
“ lous, and chaftifement iinjuft.—The ruin of liberty carries 
with it, that of all order, of police, and legitimates the moft 
monftrous crimes—So monftrous a dodliine is not to be de- 
bated in the fchools, but punifhed by the magiftrates, &c. 
** Ob^ Liberty ! they exclaim, Oh, Liberty,gift of heaven! Oh, 
“ Liberty of afiion ! Oh, Liberty of thought ! thou alone art 
capable of great things.” [See articles Authority asidthe 
Preliminary Discourse.] But at the article Chance (for- 
tnit) all this liberty of adlion and of thought is only a powoer 
that casmot be exeixifed, that cannot he kn<nvn by a final exercife ; 
and Diderot at the article Evidence pretending to fupport lib¬ 
erty will very properly fay, This concatenation of caufesand 
‘‘ efFeds fuppofed by the philofophers, in order to form ideas 
“ reprefenting the mechanifni of the Univerfe, is asfabulousas 
“ the Tritons and the Naiads.^^ But both him and D’Alem¬ 
bert will defcant again on that concatenation, and returning t® 
Chance (fortuity) will tell us ‘‘ That though it is hnperceptible, 
“ it is not the lefs real ; that \tcon 72 efs all things in nature, that 
all events depend on it ; juft as the wheels of the watch, as to 
their motion, depend on each other : that from the firft mo- 
“ ment of our exiftence, we are by m sneans majlers of our vio- 
lions ; that were there athoufand worlds fimilar to this, and 
“ fimultaneoufly exifting, governed by the fame laws, every 
‘‘ thing in them would be done in the fame way ; and that 
man in virtue of thefs fame la*ws, •vjould perform at the fame 
“ infants cf thne,thefa?ne afions, in eachonepfthefewoiIds.” 
This will naturally convince, the uninformed reader, of the chi¬ 
mera oFfuch a liberty or free agency, which cannot beexercifed. 
Kot content, with this, Diderot at the article Fatality, after a 
long diftertation on this concatenation ef caufes, ends by faying, 
th 2 . lit cannot be contefed either in the phyjical ^erld, or in the 
moral and intellefiual m)Grld, ’Hence what becomes of that lib¬ 
erty without which there no longer exifts juf or unjuf, obliga¬ 
tion or right. 

Thefe examples will fuftice to convince the reader of the 
truth of what we have alferted, as to the artful policy with which 
the Encyclopedia had been digefted ; they will fliow with what 
cunning its authors fought to fpread the principles of Atheifm, 
Materialifm and Fatalifm, in fine, every error incompatible with 
that religion, for which they profefTea fo great a reverence at 
dieir outfet. 
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CHAP. V. 

Second means of the Confplrators.—^he ExtlnEilon of the 
Jefuits. 

T he hypocrify of Voltaire and D’Alembert, had 
triumphed over every obftacle. They had fo 
perfeftly fucceeded in their abule on every perfon who 
dared oppofe the Encyclopedia, reprefenting them as 
•barbarians and enemies to literature \ they had found 
fuch powerful fupport during the fucceflive minifters of 
D’Argenfon, Choifeul and Malefherbes, that all the op- 
pofition ot the great Dauphin, of the clergy and of the 
religious writers, could pot avail, and this impious di- 
geft was in future to be looked upon as a necelTary 
work. It was to be found in every library, whether 
at home or abroad, it was always to be referred to. 
From thence the fimple mind in queft of fcience, was 
to imbibe the poifon of incredulity, and the Sophifter 
was to be furnifhed with arms againft Chriftianity. 
The confpirators, though proud of their firft: invention, 
could not dilTemble, that there exifted a fet of men 
whofe zeal, whofe learning, whofe weight and author¬ 
ity, might one day counteraft their undertaking. The 
church was defended by her biihops and all the lower 
clergy. They had, moreover, numerous orders of re¬ 
ligious, always ready to join the feculars for her de¬ 
fence in the caufe of Chriflianity. But before we 
treat of the means employed forthe deftruftion of thefe 
defenders of the faith, we muft fhow the plan formed 
by Fredeiick, whence they refolved on the deflru£iion 
of the Jefuits, as the lirfl; ftep towards difmantling the 
church, the de(lru6lion of her bifhops and of her dif¬ 
ferent orders of priefthood. 

In the year 1743, Voltaire had been fent on fecret 
fervice to the eourt of Pruflia and among his difpatches 
from Berlin, we find the following written to the min- 
ifter Amelot. “ In the laft interview I had with his 
« Pruflian majefty, I fpoke to him of a pamphlet that 
appeared in Holland about fix weeks back, in which 
the fecularization of ecclefiaftical principalities in fa- 
vour of the Emperor and Queen of Hungary, was 
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Effe<fl of 
this plan 
at the court 
efVcr- 


D’Argen- 
fon’s plan. 


propofed as the means of pacification for the Em- 
pire. I told him that I could wifli, with all my 
heart, to fee it take place ; that what was Csefar's 
was to be given to C^efa^ that the whole bufinefs 
of the church was to fuppllcateGod and the princesj 
« that by his inftitution, the Benediftine would have 
no claim to fovereignty, and that this decided opin- 
ion of mine, had gained me many enemies among 
the clergy. He owned that the pamphlet had been 
printed by his orders. He hinted that he fhould not 
diflike to be one of thofe kings, to whom the clergy 
would confcientioufly make reftitution, and that he 
fhould notbeforry to embellilh Berlin with the goods 
of the church. This is moft certainly his grand 
object, and he means only to make peace, when he 
fees thepofTibility of accomplilhing it. It is in your 
breaft, to prudently profit of this his fecret plans> 
which lie confided to me alone.”* 
it was at this period that the court of Lewis XV. 
began to be overrun with minifters, who thought on 
religious matters, like a Voltaire or a Frederick- They 
had no ecclefiaftical ftates, no ecclefiaftical eleftors to 
pillage, but the pofleffions of the numerous religious' 
orders difperfed through France, could fatiate their ra¬ 
pacity, and they conceived that the plan of Frederick, 
could be equally lucrative to France. The Marquis 
D’Argenfon, counfellor of ftate and minifter of foreign 
affairs, was the great patron of Voltaire. It was he 
who adopted all his ideas, and formed the plan for the 
deftruftion of all religious orders in France. The 
progrefs of the plan was to be flow and fucceffive, lefl 
it fhould fpread the alarm. They were to begin with 
thofe orders that were leaft numerous, they were to 
render the entrance into religion more difficult, and 
the time of their profeffions was to be delayed until 
that age, when people are already engaged in fome 
other ftate of life. The poffeffions of the fuppreffed 
were artfully to be adapted to fome pious ufe, or uni¬ 
ted to the epifcopal revenues. Time was to do away 
all difficulties, and the day was not far off, when, as 
lord paramount, the fovereign was to put in his claim 
to all that belonged to the fuppreffed orders, even to 
what had been united,*for the moment, to the fees of 


^ General correfpondence, 8 th Oft, 1743. 
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the bifliops ; the whole was to be added to his do¬ 
mains. 

That the French miniftry often changed, but that 
the plans of the cabinet never did ; and that it always 
watched the favorable opportunity, was the remark of 
a fhrewd and obferving legate. The plan, for the de- 
ftru£lion of religious orders, had been made by D’Ar- 
genfon, in the year 1745, though forty years after it 
lay on’the chimney-piece of Maurepas, then prime 
minifter. I owe this anecdote to a perfqn of the name 
of Bevis,* a learned Benediftine, and in fuch high re¬ 
pute with Maurepas, that he often preffed him to leave^ 
his hood, promifing him preferment as a fecular. The 
Benedi 61 :ine refufed fuch offers, and it was not with¬ 
out furprife, that he heard Maurepas tell him, inprefi- 
ing him to accept his offer, that fecularizatmi nvouldone 
day he his lot; he then gave him D"jirgenfotts plan, 
which had long been followed and would foon be ac- 
compliflied. 

Avarice alone could not have fuggefted this plan, as 
the mendicant orders, as well as the more wealthy, 
were equally to be deftroyed. 

It would have been nugatory to attempt the execu¬ 
tion before the Encyclopedian fophifters had prepared 
the way ; it was therefore dormant many years in the 
ftate offices at Verfailles. In the mean time the Volta- 
fian miniftry,foftcring up infidelity,pretended to ftrike,^ 
while they fecretly fupported the fophiftical tribe. 
They forbid Voltaire the entrance of Paris, while in 
amazement he receives a fcroll of the king^ confirming his 
penfion, which had been fnppreffed twelve years before /f 
He carries on his correfpondence with the adepts, un¬ 
der the covers and the very feal of the firft fecretaries 
and of the minifters themfelves, who were perfectly 
converfant with all his impious plans.:]: It was this ve¬ 
ry part of the Antichriftian Confpiracy that Condorcet 
was wont to defcribe when he fays : << Often a govern- 
ment would reward the philofopher with one hand, 
whilft with the other it would pay his flanderer j 
<< would profcribe him, while they were proud of the 
foil that had given him birth ; puniftied him for 

, , t 

* He is at prefect in London. 

f Let. to Damilaville, 9th Jan. 176^1. • ^ 

t Let. to Marmontel, 13th Aug. 1760^^ 
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Refolves 
thedeftruc- 
tion of the 
jefuits: 
why he be¬ 
gins with 
them. 


«« his opinions, but would have blufhed not to have 
partaken of them.”*" 

This perfidious underftanding between the mlnif- 
ters of his mod Chrftian Majefty, and the Antichrif- 
tian Confpirators, haftened their progrefs, when the 
mod impious and mod defpotic of miniders, judged 
that the time was come when the decifive blow could 
bedruck. Thisminider was the Duke of Choifeul ; 
during the whole time of his power he was the faith¬ 
ful adept and admirer of Voltaire, who fays : Don’t 
fear oppofition frorn the Duke of Choifeul ; I re- 
peat it, I don’t miflead you, he will be proud of ferv- 
<< ing you :”f or to Marmontel, We have been a 
«« little alarmed by certain panics, but never was fright 
fo unfounded. The Duke de Choifeul and Mad. 
de Pompadour know the opinions of the uncle and 
of the niece. You may fend any thing without dan- 
ger.” In fine, he was fo fecure in the duke’s pro- 
te£lion againd the Sorbonne and the church, that he 
would exclaim, ** Tke miniflry of France for ever ; long 
live the Duke de Choifeul, 

This confidence of the premier chief was well pla¬ 
ced in Choifeul, who had adopted and taken up all the 
plans of D'Argenfon. The minidry prognodicated a 
great fource of riches to the date, in the dedruftion 
of the religious, though many of them did not feek in 
that the dedruGion of religion *, they even thought 
fomc' of them neceflary, and the Jefuits were excepted. 
Unfortunately thefe were exadlly the men with whom 
Choifeul widied to begin, and his intention was already 
known by the following anecdote :—Choifeul, one day, 
converfing with three ambafladors, one of them faid. 
If I ever chance to be in power, I will certainly dedroy 
all religious orders excepting the Jefuits, for they are 
at lead ufeful to education. As for my part (an- 
fwered Choifeul), I will dedroy none but the Jefu- 
its 5 for, their education once dedroyed, all the 
«« other religious orders will fall of themfelves,” and 
his policy was deep ! There can be no doubt but that 
dedroying the order, in whofe hands the majority of 
the colleges were at that time, would be driking at the 
very root of that Chridian education, which prepared 

^ Condorcet^s Sketch on Hidory, 9th Epoch. 

t Let. to D’Alembert, No, 68, anno 1760. 

X Let. to Marmontel, 13th Aug, 1760, and ad Sept. 1767. 
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fo many for the religious ftate ; therefore, in fpite of 
the exception, Choifcul ftill fought to fway the coun¬ 
cil by his opinion. 

The Jefuits were tampered with, but in vain : fo 
far from acceding to the deflrudion of the other or-^ 
ders, they were foremoft in their defence ; they plead¬ 
ed the rights of the church j they fupported them 
with all their weight, whether in their writings or 
their difcourfe. This gave occafion to Choifeul to re- 
monftrate with the council, and to perfuade them, if 
they wilhed to procure to the ftate, the immenfe re- 
fourcesof the religious pofteflions, that it was necefta- 
ry to begin with the deJlmEilon of the Jefuits. 

This anecdote I only cite, as having heard it among 
the Jefuits, but their fubfequent expulfion ftrorigly 
corroborates its veracity. Whether thefe religious de- 
ferved their fate or not, is alien to my fubje 61 : *, I only 
with to point out the hand that ftrikes, and the men 
who D’Alembert fays gave the orders for their deftruc- 
tion. Treating of this Antichriftian Confpiracy, I 
have only to afeertain whether their deftru(^ion was 
not conceived, urged and premeditated, by the fophif- 
tical confpirators, as a means powerfully tending to the 
deftruflion of Chriftianity. Let us then examine 
(what that body of men really was, and how neceflarily 
odious they muft have been to the confpirators, from 
their general reputation. Let us, above all, hear the 
Sophifters themfelves ; let us fee how much they in- 
terefted themfelves in their deftruftion. 

The Jefuits were a body of twenty thbufand men, what the 
fpread through all Catholic countries, and particularly Jefuits 
charged with the education of youth. They did not 
for that negleft the other duties of the ecclefiaftic, and 
were bound by a particular vow, to go as miftionaries 
to any part of the globe, if fent to preach the gofpel. 

From their youth, brought up to the ftudy of litera¬ 
ture, they had produced numberlefs authors, but more 
particularly divines, who immediately combated any 
error, that might fpring up in the church. Latterly 
they were chiefly engaged in France againft the Jan- 
fenifts and Sophifters, and it was their zeal in the de¬ 
fence of the church, that made the King of Pruffia 
ftyle them The Life-guards of the Pope.*’ 

* Let. of the King of Pruflla to Voltaire, No. 154, an. 1767. 

Vol.I. I 
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When fifty French prelates, cardinals, arch-^Tfii* 
ops or bifliops, afiembled, were confulted by Louis 
XV. on the propriety of deftroying the order, they 
exprefsly anfwered : The Jefuits are of infinite fer- 

vice to us in our diocefes, v/hether for preaching 
<< or the dire£lion of the faithful, to revive, preferve 
“ and propagate faith and piety, by their miflions, 
“ congregations and fpiritual retreats, which they 
make with our approbation, and under our author- 
ity. For thefe reafons we think, Sire, that to pro- 
hibit them from inftru6ling, would elfentially in- 
jure our diocefes, and that it would be difficult to 
replace them with equal advantage in the inftruc- 
** tion of youth, and more particularly fo, in tliofe 
provincial towns where there are no univcrfities.”f 
Such in general was the idea entertained of them 
in all Catholic countries ; it is eflential to the reader 
to be acquainted with it, that he may underfland of 
what importance their deflruftion was to the Sophif- 
ters. At the time, the Janfenifts had the honor of it, 
and indeed they were very ardent in the fuccefs. But 
the Duke de Cholfeul, and the famous courtezan La 
Marquife de Pompadour, who then held the deftiny 
of France, under the fhadow gnd in the name of Louis 
XV, were not more partial to the Janfenifts than to 
the Jefuits. Both confidants of Voltaire, they were 
confequently initiated in all the myfterlcs of the So- 
phifters,J and Voltaire, as he fays himfclf, 7 uo 7 iId tvri-- 
lingly have feen all the Jefuits at the bottom of the fea^^ 
each n.vith a JanfemJl hung to his neck,^ 

The Janfenifts were nothing more than the hounds 
employed in the general hunt by Choifeul, the Mar¬ 
quife de Pompadour and the Sophifters. The Min- 
ifter, fpurred on by his impiety, the Marquife, wifhing 
to revenge the infult, as fhe called it, received from 
Pere Sacy a Jefuit. This father had refufed her the 
factaments, unlefs by quitting the court, flie would in 
fome fort atone for the public fcandal fhe had given, 
by her cohabitation with Louis XV. But if we judge 
by Voltaire’s letters, they neither of them needed 
much ftimulation, as they both had always been great 

f Opinion of the Blfhops, 1761. 
t Let. of Voltaire to Marmontel, 13th Aug. 1760. ' 

§ Let. to Chabanon. 
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prote£tors of the Sopliifters, and the minlfter had al¬ 
ways favored their intrigues as far as he could, con- 
fiftently with circumftances and politics.’*^ The fol¬ 
lowing pages will fliow thefe intrigues, and we fhall 
begin by D'Alembert, who writes in the mod fan- 
guine manner on their future vi6lory over the Jefuits, 
and on the immenfe advantages to be derived to the 
confpiracy by their downfall. “ You are perpetually truOtion. 

repeating, Crujh the wretch; for God’s fake let it 
<< fall headlong of itfelf ! Do you know what Aftruc 
« fays ? It is not the Janfenifts that are killing the 
Jefuits, but the Encyclopedia. Yes, zounds ! it is 
the Encyclopedia, and that is not unlikely. This 
fcoundrel of an Aftruc is a fecond Pafquin, he 
forhetimes fays good things. For my part T fee 
every thing in the brighteft colours : J forefee the 
Janfenifts naturally dying off the next year, after 
having ftrangled the Jefuirs this ; toleration eftab- 
lifhed, the Proteftants recalled, the priefts married, 

“ confeflion aboliflied, and fanaticifm[xG\\g\Qn)cruJIjedy 
“ and all this without its even being perceived. 

The very words of the confpirators ftiow what part 
they had in the deftru6lion of the Jefuits. They were 
the true caufe ; we fee what advantage they hoped to 
reap from.it *, they had kindled the hatred, they had 
procured the death warrant. The Janfenifts were to 
ferve the confpirators, but fall themfelves, when no 
more wanted. The Calvinifts were to be recalled, 
but only to perifti in their turn. To ftrike- at the 
whole Chriftian religion was their aim, and impiety 
with its fophifters, was folely to range throughout the 
unbelieving world. 

D’Alembert fmiles at the blinded parliaments, fec- 
onding with all their power the plans of the confpira¬ 
tors. It is in this idea he writes to Voltaire : The 
laugh is no longer on the fide of the Jefuits, fince 
they have fallen out with the philofophers ; at pref- 
“ ent they are at open war with the parliament, who 
“ find that the fociety of Jefus is contrary to human 
“ fociety. This fame fociety of Jefus finds on its 
‘‘ fide, that the order of the parliament is not within 
the order of thofe who have common fenfe, and 
philofophy would decide that both the fociety of Jefus 

* Let. fr®ni Voltaire'to Marraontel, 3 ill Aug. 1767.. 
t Let. 100. 
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a^jd the parliament are in the r/ght.^^* Or again, 
when he writes to Voltaire ; ‘‘ The evacuation of the 
college of Louis le Grand (the Jefuits College at 
Paris) is of more importance to us than that of 
‘‘ Martinico. Upon my word this is becoming feri- 
ous, and the people of the parliament don^t mince 
the matter. They think they are ferving religion, 
wdiile they are forwarding reafon without the leaf fiif 
, picion. They are the public executioners, who tahe 

their orders from philofophy without knowing 
Wrapped up in his idea, when he fees the Encyclope- 
dian commands nearly executed, he openly avows the 
Caufeof his revenge *, he even implores Heaven, left his 
• prey fhould efcape him. Philofophy (fays he) is on 

the eve of being revenged of the Jefuits, but who 
‘‘ will avenge it of the other fanatics. Pray God, 
dear brother, that reafon may triumph even in our 
days.”J 

And this day of triumph comes, he proclaims the 
long-conccrtcd exploit: “ At length, he cries, on the 
fixth of next month, we fhall be delivered from all 
that Jefuitical rabble, but will reafon for that, have 
gained, or the wretch have loft ground.§ 

^ Thus we fee, under this fhocking formula, the de- 

ftru£lion of Chriftianity is linked with that of the 
Jefuits. D’Alembert was fo much convinced of the 
importance of their triumpli .over that order, tliat 
hearing one day of Voltaire’s pretended gratitude to 
his former mafters, he immediately wrote to him, 
Do you know what I was told yellerday, that you 
began to pity the Jefuits, that you was almoft 
tempted to write in their favor, as if it were pofiible 
to intereft any one in favor of people, on whom 
you have call fo much ridicule. Believe me^ let us 
have no human weaknefs. Let the Janfcnitical rab- 
ble rid us of the Jefuitical, and do not prevent one 
fpider from devouring another.’'|l 
Avowal of Nothing was lefs founded than this alarm, Voltaire 
Voltaire, was not the writer of the conclufions drawn by the 
Attorney-Generals of the Parliament, as D’Alembert 
had been informed, who himfeif had been the author 
of Mr. de la Chalotais, the moft artful and virulent 
piece that appeared againft the Jefuits. Votaire how* 

* Letter 98, 1761. f Let. 100. J Let. 90, anno 1761. 

§ Let. icz, II Let. ijtb of Sept. 176a. 
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ever was not lefs aftive in compofing and circulating 
memorials againft them.* 

If he fufpedled any great perfonage of protecting 
the Jefuits, he would write and ufe his utmoft en¬ 
deavours to difTuade them. It was for that lie wrote 
to the Marefchal de Richelieu, I have been told, 
<< my Lord, that you had favored the Jefuits at Bour- 
deaux. Try to deftroy whatever influence they 
may have.”f Thus again he did not blufli to up¬ 
braid Frederick himfelf, with having offered an afylum 
to thefe unfortunate victims of their plots.:]: Full as 
rancorous as D’Alembert, he would exprefs his joy 
at their misfortunes in the fame grofs abufe, and his 
letters fhow with what adepts he fhared it. I rejoice 
with my brave chevaUer{[\t would write to the Marq* 
de Viellevillej on the expulfion of the Jefuits ; Ja- 
pan led the way in driving out thofe knaves of 
Loyola \ China followed the example of Japan, 
«« and France and Spain have imitated the Chinefe. 
“ Would to God that all the monks were fwept from 
the face of the earth, they are no better than thofe 
knaves of Loyola. If the Sorbonne was fuffered to 
^‘.aCf, it would be worfe than the Jefuits. One is 
furrounded with monfters : we embrace our wor- 
thy chevalier, and exhort him to conceal his march 
« from the enemy.”§ 

What examples does the philofophifl of Ferney ad¬ 
duce ! The cruelties of a Taikofama, who, in expel¬ 
ling and crucifying the miffionary Jefuits, alfo mur¬ 
ders thoufands and thoufands of his fubjeCfs, in order 
to irradicate Chriflianity. The Chinefe, lefs violent 
indeed, but with whom every perfecution againfl the 
miflionaries, has always been followed or preceded by 
a prohibition to preach the gofpel. Can the man 
build upon fuch authorities, without forming the fame 
wilh } 

It is to be remarked that Voltaire dares not cite the 
example of Portugal or of its tyrant Carvalho.|| The 

* Let. to the Marquis D’Argence de Dirac, a6th Feb. 1762. 
f Let. of the 27th Nov. 1761. f 5ih Nov. 1773. 

$ a7th April, 1767. 

II I have feen well-informed perfons, who thought that the 
periecution in Portugal was not entirely unconnedted with the 
confpiracy of the Sophillers. That it was only a firft eflay of 
what might be afterwards attempted againft the whole body. 
This might be. The politics and power of Choifeul and the 
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truth Is, that with the reft of Europe, he is obliged 
to confefs, that the conduft of this minifter in Portu¬ 
gal, with regard to the Father Maiagrida and the pre¬ 
tended confpiracy of the Jefuits, nvas the fummit of 
ridicule and the epccefs of horror,^. 

It is alfo worthy of remark, that the confpiring So-^ 
phifters fpared no pains to throw the odium of the af- 
falEnation of Louis XV. on the Jefuits, and more 
particularly Damilaville, whom Voltaire anfwers in 
the following manner ; My brethren, you may ca- 
‘‘ fily perceive that I have not fpared the Jefuits. But 
<< pofterity would revolt againft me in their favor, 
were I to accufe them of a crime of which all Eu- 
rope and Damien has cleared them. I ftiould de- 
<< bafe myfelf into the vile echo of the JanfeniJls^ w^re 
<< I to fpeak otherwife.^f 

Notwithftanding the incohetency in their accufa- 
.tions againft the Jefuits, D’Alembert, certain of Vol¬ 
taire’s zeal in this*warfare, fends pretendedhif 

tory of thefe Religious ; a work, of whofe hypocrify, 
his own pen is the bed guarantee, when he fpcaks of 
it as a means for the grand objedl. “ I recommend 
this work to your prote^Hon (he writes to Voltaire,) 
I.really believe it will be of fcrvice to the common 
caufe, and that fuperfitkn notwithftanding the ma- 
ny bows I pretend to make before it, will not fare 
the better for it. - Was I, like you, far from Paris, 
to give it a found threjhing^ I would certainly do it, 
with all my heart, with all my foul, with all my 
ftrength, in fine, as they tell us, we are to love God. 
But, placed as I am^ 1 mujl content rnyfelf voith g/V- 
ing a few fillips^ apologizing for the great liberty 
<< taken, and I do not think but what I have hit it off 
pretty well.”J 

charadlGr of Carvalho, could add weight to this opinion. I 
candidly confefs I have ho proof of their fecret co-operations ; 
and befides, the ferocious wickednefs of Carvalho, has been 
fet in fo ftrong a light, he was the murderer and jailor of fo 
many vi< 5 llms declared innocent by the decree of the 8th of 
April 1771, that it would be tifelefs tb fe,ek any other ftimulator 
than his own heart, in that’Ihbcking feries of cruelties which 
diftinguifhed his miniftry. Seethe Memoirs and Anecdotes of 
the Mizrq, of_ PotnbaL The Difcourfe on Hif ory by the Comte 
D^Albon. 

^ Voltaire’s Age of LouisXV. chap. 33. 
t Let. to Damilaville, ad March, 1763. J 3d Jan. 
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Could the reader for a moment forget his indigna¬ 
tion at the profligacy of the ftyle, would not the hy- 
pocrify, the profound diflimulation, of which thefe , ^ 

Sophifters fpeak fo lightly, roufe it anew ; if the annals 
of hiftory fliould ever be fearched, it would be in vain 
to feek a confpiracy whofe intruges, whofe cunning 
was of a deeper hue, and that from its own confeflion. 

’ ;As to Frederick, during the whole of this warfare, Avowal 
his conduft is fo lingular, that hi^ words alone can give 
a proper idea of it. He would call the Jefuits, The life- prejericlc 
guards of the court of RomCy the grenadiers of Religion ; 
and as fuch hated them, and-triumphed with the reft 
of the confpirators in their defeat. But he alfo be¬ 
held in them a body of men ufeful and even neceflary 
to his ftate ; as fuch he fupported them feveral years 
after their deftru6tion \ was deaf to the repeated feli¬ 
citations of Voltaire and his motly crew. One could 
be almbft tempted to think he liked them \ he openly 
writes to Voltaire, I have no reafon to complain of 
Ganganelli, he has, left me my dear Jefuits, who 
are the objects of univerfal perfecution. I will pre- 
« ferve a feed of fo precious and uncommon a plant, 

<< to furnifti thofe who may wifh-to cultivate it here- 
after.”* He would even enter in a fort of juftifi- 
cation, with Voltaire, on his conduft, fo oppofite to 
the views of the party. However much a heretic, 

<< and ftill more an infidel, fays he, I have preferved 
that order after a fafliion, and for the following 
reafons : 

Not one Catholic man of letters is to be found in 
<< thefe regions, except among the Jefuits. We had 
nobody capable of keeping fchools. We had no 
Oratorian Fathers, no Purifts (Piariftes or Fathers 
of charity-fchools ;) there was no alternative, the 
deftru^tion of our fchools, orthe prefervation of the 
Jefuits. It was neceflary that the order fhould fub- 
fift to furnifti profeflbrs, where they dropped off; 

<< and the foundation could fuffice for fuch an ex- 
pence ; but it would have been inadequate to the 
falary of laymen profeflbrs. Moreover, it was at 
<< the univerfity of the Jefuits, that the divines were 
« taught; who where afterwards to fill the reftories. 

Had the order been fupprefled, there was an end of 
the univerfity, and our Silefian divines would have 

* 7th July, ^70. 
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been obliged to go and finifh their fludies in Bohc-* 
« mia, which would have been contrary to the funda- 
mental principles of our government.”* 

Such was the language of Frederick, fpeaking inhis 
royal charafter, fuch w^ere the political reafons he fo 
ably adduced, in fupport of his oppofition to the So- 
phifters. Alas ! I have already faid it ; in Frederick 
there were two diftin 61 : men, one the great king, and 
as fuch, he believes the prefervation of the Jefuits ne- 
ceflary ; the other the impious Sophifler, confpiring 
with Voltaire, and triumphant in the lofs religion had 
fuftained in that of the Jefuits. In the latter charafter 
■we find him freely exulting with the confpirators and 
felicitating D’Alembert, on this happy omen of the tOr 
tal deftru6lion of Chriftianity, and in his farcaftic 
Hyle, writes, What an unfortunate age for the court 
of Rome ; fhe is openly attacked in Poland, her 
life-guards are driven out of France and Portugal, 
and it appears that they will fhare the fame fate in 
Spain. The philofophers openly fap the founda*- 
tions of the apoftolic throne ; the hieroglyphics of 
“ the conjuror are laughed at, and the author of the 
<< fe6i: is pelted, toleration is preached, fo all is loft. 
A miracle alone could fave the church. , She is 
ftrucken with a dreadful apoplexy, and you (Vol- 
taire) will have the happinefs of burying her, and of 
writing her epitaph, as you formerly did that of the 
“ Sorbonne.”f 

When v/hat Frederick had forefeen really came to 
pafs in Spain, he wrote again to Voltaire. “ Here is 
a new vi<Tory you have gained in Spain. The Jef- 
uits are driven out of the kingdom. Moreover the 
‘‘ courts of Verfailles, of-Vienna and Madrid have 
“ applied to the Pope for the fiippreffion of divers con- 
vents. It is faid the holy father, though in a rage, 
will be obliged to confent. Oh ! cruel revolution, 
what are we not to expect in the next century, the 
‘‘ axe is at the root of the tree. On one fide the phi- 
‘‘ lofophers openly attack the abufes of a fainted fu- 
perftition ", on the other ,by the abufes of dlf 
ftpaUon are forced to. lay violent hands on the goods 
‘‘ of thefe reclufe, who are the props and trumpeters 
of fanaticifm. This edifice fapped in its founda- 

* 8th November, 1777. f Letter 154, anno 1767. 
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tions, is on the eve of falling, and nations fhall In- 
fcribe on their annals, than Voltaire was the promo- 
ter of the revolution, operated, during the nine- 
teenth century, in the human mind.’^* 

A long while fludluating between the king and the 
Sophifter, Frederick had not yet yielded to the folici- 
tationsof the confpirators. D’Alembert was particu¬ 
larly prefling in his ; we fee how much he w as bent 
on the fuccefs by his following letter to Voltaire. 
" My venerable Patriarch, do not accufe me of w'ant 
of zeal in the good caufe, no one perhaps ferves it 
more than myfelf. Do you know wdth wdiat I am 
** occupied at prefent ? With nothing lefs than the ex- 
pulfion of the Jefuitical rabble, from Silefia ; and 
your former difciple is but too willing, on account 
** of the numerous and perfidious treacheries he expe- 
rienced through their means, as he fays hirafeJf, 
during the laft war ; I do not fend a Angle letter to 
** Berlin without repeating, the philofophcrs of 

** France are amazed^ that the king of Philofcphersy that 
4 he declared proteEior of philofophy fhould be fo dila~ 
ioryy in following the example of the kings of France 
or Portugal. Thefc letters are read to the king, 
who is very fenfible, as you know, to what the true 
believers may think of him ; and this fenfe will, 
without doubt, produce a'good efFedf, by the help 
of God’s grace, which, as the fcripture very prop- 
« erly remarks, turns the heart of kings like a water- 
cock.”f 

It is a loathfome talk to copy all this low buffoon¬ 
ery wdth which D’Alembert would feafon his dark 
plots, and the unconcern of his clandeftine perfecu- 
tion, againft a fociety of men, whofe only crime was 
their refpcft and reverence for Chriftianity. I pafs 
over many more expreffions of this ftamp, or more in¬ 
decent ; it will fuffice for my objeS, to fhow^ how little, 
how empty, how defpicable, thefe proud and mighty 
men were, when feen in their true light. 

In fpite of all thefe folicitatioiis, Frederick was in¬ 
vincible, and fifteen years after, he flill protected and 
preferved his dear Jefuits, ThisexpreflTion in his mouth, 
when he at length facrificed them to the confpiracy, 

* 5th May, 1767. 

t D’Alembertto Voltaire, 15th Dec. 1763. 
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uits. 


may be looked upon as an anfwer to what D’Alembept 
had written of their treachery to the king ; it might 
prove with what unconcern, calumny or fuppofed evi¬ 
dence of others, were adduced as proofs by him ; as 
in another place he fays, Frederick is not a man, tocon-^ 
foie within his royal hreajly the fubjecls of complaint 
he may have had againft them,* as had been the cafe 
with the king of Spain, whofe condufl: in that refpeft 
had been fo much blamed by the Sophifters.f 

Thefe fophiftical confpirators were not to be fatis- 
ficd by the general expulfion of the Jefuits, from the 
different ftates of the kings of the earth. But by their 
reiterated cries, Rome was at length to be forced to 
declare the total eKtuiElion of the order* We may ob- 
ferve this in a work, in which Voltaire particularly in- 
terefts himfelf, and whofe foie objedi, was to obtain 
that extindlion. At length it was obtained. France 
too late perceiving the blow it had given to public 
education, without appearing to recoil, many of her 
leading men, feeking to remedy the miftake, formed 
the plan of a new fociety folely deftined to the educa¬ 
tion of youth. In this the former Jefuits, as the moft: 
habituated to education, were to be admitted. On the 


firft news of this plan, D’Alembert fpread the alarm ; 
he fees the Jefuits returning to life \ he writes again 
and again to Voltaire; he fends the counter-plan.' 
He lays great ftrefs on the danger that wouldrefultfrom 
thence^ for thefate^ for thekhig^ andfor the Duke lyAi- 
guillouy during whofe adminiftration, the deftruftion 
had taken place ; alfo on the impropriety of placing youth 
under the tuition of any community of priefs whatever : 
they were to be reprefented as iiltramontains by princi^ 
pie and as anti-citizens* Our barking philofophift then 
concluding in his cant to Voltaire, fays, Raton (cat,) 
this chef nut requires to he covered in the embers^ and to be 
handled by a paw as dextrous as that of Ratony andfo fay^ 
ing 1 tenderly kifs thofe dear paws* Seized with the fame 
panic, Voltaire fets to work, and afks for frefh inftruc- 
tions. He confiders what turn can be given to this af¬ 
fair, much too ferious to be treated with ridicule alone. 
D’Alembert infifts,:|: VoltaiYtatFerney, writes againft 
the recal, and the confpirators fill Paris and Verfailles 


* 24th July 1767. 

+ D’Alembert to Voltaire, 4th May 1767. 

1 geej^etters of a 6 th Feb. jth and aad March 1774^ 
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'withtheir intrigues. Theminifters are prevailed upon, 
the plan laid afide, youth left without inftruftion, and 
it is on fuch an occafion that Voltaire writes, ‘‘ My 
dear friend, I know not what is to become of me ; 
w in the mean time let us enjoy the pleafure of ha- 
ving feen the Jcfuits expelled.’^* 

This pleafure was but (hort, as D’Alembert, feized 
with a new panic, writes again to Voltaire, “ I am 
told, for certain, that the Jefuitical rabble is about 
to be reinftated in Portugal, in all but the drefs. 
** This new Queen appears to be a very fitperjlitious 
Majejly, Should the King of Spain chance to die, 
I would not anfwer for that kingdom’s not imitating 
Portugal. Reafon is undone Jbould the enemfs army 
gain this battle 

When I firft undertook to fhow that the de{lru 61 :ion 
of the Jefuits was a favouriteobje6l of the confpirators, 
and that it was efTeiitially inherent to their plan of over¬ 
throwing the Chriiiian religion, I promifed to confine 
myfelf to the records and confeflions of the Sophifters 
themfelves. I have omitted, for brevity fake, feveral 
of great weight, even that written by Voltaire, fifteen 
years after their expulfion, wherein he flatters himfelf, 
that by means of the court of Peterjburg^ he could fuc- 
ceed in getting them expelled from China, becaufe 
ihofe Jefuitsy uuhom the Emperor of China had chofen to 
preferve at Pehiny were rather CONFERTERSthanMath^ 
ematicians*\ 

Had the Sophifters been lefs fanguine, or lefs aftive, 
in the extinction of this order I (hould not have in- 
fifted fo much on that objeft. But the very warfare 
they waged was a libel on Chriftianity; what! they 
had perfuaded themfelves that the religion of the 
Chriftians was the work of man, that the deftruftion 
of a few poor mortals, was to fhake it to its very 
foundations ? Had they forgotten that Chriftianity had 
flouriftied during fourteen centuries, before a Jefuit 
was heard of ? Hell might open its gates wider after 
their deftruftion, but it was w'ritten that they ftiould 
not prevail. The power and intrigues of the minif- 
ters of France, of a Choifeul or a Pompadour, plotting 
with a Voltaire 5 of a D’Aranda in Spain, the public 
friend of D’Alembert and the protedor of infidelity i 

* Let. to D’Alembert. 27th April 1771. 
t 23d June 1777. X 8th Dec. 1776. 
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of a Carvalho in Portugal, the. ferocious perfecutor of 
the good ; in fine, the'intrigues of many ocher min* 
ifters, dupes or agents of the fophiftical confpiracy, 
rather than politicians, may have extorted the bull of 
extin6i;iorji from Ganganelli, by threats of fclufm : 
but did that pontiff, or any other Chriftian, believe 
that the power of the Gofpel refled on the Jefuits ? 
No : the God of the Gofpel reigns above, he will one 
clay judge the pontiff and the minifter, the Jefuit and 
the Sophifter.—Tt is certain that a body of twenty 
thoufand religious difperfed throughout Chriftendom, 
and forming a fucccffion of men, attending to the 
education of youth, applying to the ftudy of fcience, 
both religous and prophane, muff have been of the 
greateft utility both to church and Hate. The con- 
fpirators were not long before they perceived their er¬ 
ror, and though they had done the Jefuits the honor 
to look upon them as the bafe on which the church 
reflcd, they found that Chriftianity had other fuccours 
left, that new plots were neceffary, and with equal 
ardor, we (hall fee them attacking all other religious 
orders, as the third means of the Antichrillian Con- 
i^iracy. 
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CHAP. VL 

Third Means of the Confplrators. — Extin&ion of all the 
Religious Orders, 

T he favorite theme of thofe who were inimical 

to religious orders, has been to fhew their in- Ijiabus or- 
utility both to church and {late. But by what right ders. 
llaall Europe complain of a fet of men, by whofe care i 
file has emerged from that favage (late of the ancient \ 

Gauls or Germanni, by whofe labours two-thirds of | . 
her lands have been cultivated, her villages built, her j 
towns beautified and augmented. Shall the date com-* 
plain of thofe men, who" perpetually attending to the 
cultivation of lands which their predeceflbrs had firft 
tilled, furnifii fudenance to the inhabitants j fliall the , 
inhabitant complain, when the village, the town, the \ 
country, from whence he comes, would not have ex- j 
ifted, or remained uncultivated, but from their care. 

Shall men of letters complain, when, fiiould they have 
been happy enough to have efcaped the general igno- \ 
ranee and barbarity of Europe, they would perhaps, 
be vainly fearching ruins in hopes of finding fome 
fragment of ancient literature. Yes complain, all ^ 
Europe complain ! It is from them you learned youi' | 
letters, and they have been abufed but too much *, alas ! | 
your forefathers learned to read, but we to read per- I 
verfely ; they opened the temple of fcience, we half ^ 
fhut it again ; and the dangerous man is not he who ' 
is ignorant, but the half wife, who would pretend to # 
wifeiom. 

Had any one been at the trouble of comparing the. 
knowledge of the lead learned part of the religious 
orders, with that of the generality of the laity, I have 
no doubt but the former would greatly have excelled 
the latter, though they had received their ordinary 
education. It is true, the religious were not verfecl in 
the fophidicated fcience of the age y but often have I 
feen thofe very men, who upbraided with their igno¬ 
rance, were happy in the fciences their occupations 
required. It was not only among the Benediclines, 
who have been more generally excepted from this 
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badge of ignorance, but among all other orders that t 
have met with men, as diftinguifhed by their knowl* 
edge, as by the purity of their morals. Could I, alas, 
extend this remark to the laiety ! This, indeed, is a 
language very different from that, which the reader 
may have feen in the fatiric declamations of the age j 
but will fatire fatisfy his judgment. In the annals of 
the confpiring Sophiflers, fliall he find tefiimonyborne 
of their fervices, and every fcurrilous expreffion, fhall 
be a new laurel in their crown. 

The Jefuits were deflroyed, the confpirators faw 
Chriftianity ftill fubfifled, and they then faid to each 
other, we muft deflroy the other religious orders, or 
fhall not triumph. Their whole plan is to be feen 
in a letter from Frederick, to which Voltaire gave oc- 
cafion by the following : Hercules went to fight 

the robbers and Bellerophon chimeras ; I fhould 
not be forry to behold Herculefes and Bellerophons 
delivering the earth, both from Catholic robbers 
and Catholic chimeras.’^* Frederick anfwers on 
the 24th of the fame month : It is not the lot of 

arms to dejlt'oy the wretch^ it fliall perifh by the arm 
of truth and interefted felfifhnefs. If you wifh me 
to explain this idea, my meaning is as follows.—I 
have remarked as well as many others, that thofe 
places where convents are the moft numerous, are 
thofe where the people are moft blindly attached 
to fuperftition. No doubt but if thefe afylums of 
« fanaticifm were deflroyed, the people would grow 
tepid and fee with indifference, the prefent objefts 
of their veneration. The point would be to deftroy 
the cloi/lersy at lead to begin by leffening tlieir num- 
ber. The time is come, the French and Auftrian 
governments are involved in debt ; they have ex- 
haufted the refources of induftry to difeharge them, 
and they have not fucceeded ; the lure of rich ab- 
« beys and well-endowed convents, is tempting. By 
reprefenting to them the prejudice cloiftered perfons 
occafion to the population of their dates, as well 
as the great abufeof the numbers of Cucullati, who 
are fpread throughout the provinces *, alfo the facil- 
Ity of paying off part of their debts, with the trea-* 
fures of thofe communities, who are without heirs 
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<< they might, I think, be made to adopt this plan of 
« reform j and it may be prefumed, that after having 
enjoyed the fecularization of fome good livings, 
their rapacity could crave the reft. 

Every government who {hall adopt this plan, 
ivill be friendly to the philofophers^ and the promoter 
of all thofe books, which attack popular fuperfti- 
tion, or the falfe zeal that would fupport it. : 

‘‘ Here is a pretty little plan, which 1 fubmit to the 
examination of the patriarch of Ferney ; it is his 
province, as father of the faithful, to reftify and 
put it in execution. 

The patriarch may perhaps afk what is to become 
** of the bif})ops ? I anfwer, it is not yet time to touch 
them. To deftroy thofe, who ftir up the fire of 
fanaticifm in the hearts of the people, is the firft 
fhep, and when the people are cooled, the bijh&ps 
will be but little perfonages^ whom fovereigns in pro^ 
‘‘ cefs of time^ will difpofe of as they pleafe.^^ 

Voltaire relifhed fuch plans too much not to fet a 
great value on them, and of courfe anfwered the King 
of PruflSa : ‘‘ Your plan of attack againft the Chrif^ 
‘‘ ticole SuperfitioTiy in that of the friarhood, is w^or- 
thy a great captain. The religious orders once 
abolifhed, error is expofed to univerfal contempt* 
** Much is written in France on this fubjedf ; every 
one talks of it, but it is not ripe enough as yet. 
People are not fufficiently daring in France, bigots 
are yet in power.”* 

.Having read thefe letters, it would be ridiculous to 
alk of what fervice religious orders could be to the 
church. Certain it is, that many had fallen off from 
the aufterity of their firft inftitute 5 but even in this 
degenerate ftate w^e fee Frederick making ufe of all 
his policy to overturn them, becaufe his antichriftian 
plots are thwarted by the zeal and example of thefe 
religious : becaufe he thinks the church cannot be 
ftormed, until the convents are carried as the out¬ 
works ‘, and Voltaire traces the hand of the great 
captain, who had diftiguifhed himfelf fo eminently 
by his military fcicnce in Germany, in the plan of at¬ 
tack againft the Chriflicole ^uperfition. Thefe religious 
corps were ufeful then, though branded with floth and 

* 5th April 1767. 
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Ignorance ; they were a true barrier to impiety. Fred¬ 
erick was fo much convinced of it, that when the So- 
phifters had already occupied all the avenues of the 
throne, he dared not diredf his attacks againft the 
Bifliops, nor the body of the place, until the out¬ 
works were carried. 

Voltaire writes to him on the 29th of July 1775, 
We hope that philofophy which in France is near^ 
the throne^ will foon he o?i it* But that is but hope, 
«« which too often proves fallacious. There are fo 
many people interelled in the fupport of error and 
nonfenfe, fo many dignities, and fuch riches are 
« annexed to the trade, that the hypocrites, it is to 
be feared, will get the better of the fages. Has 
not your Germany transformed your principal ec- 
clefiaftlcs into fovereigns ? Where is there an elec- 
tor or abilhop, who will fide with reafon againft a 
feeb, that allows him two or three hundred thou- 
fand pounds a-year ?” 

Frederick continued to vote for the war being car¬ 
ried on againft the religious. It was too early to at¬ 
tack the bifhops. He anfwers Voltaire, Ail that 
you fay of our German bifhops is but too true ; 
they are the hogs fattened on the tythes of Sion 
(fuch is their fcurrilous language in their private 
«« correfpondence.) But you know likewife, that in 
the Holy Roman Empire, ancient cuftom, the gol- 
den bull, and fuch like antiquated fooleries^ have giv- 
cn weight to eftablifhed abufes. One' fees them, 
(hrugs one’s flioulders, and things jog on in the old 
way. If we wifh to diminifh fanaticifm, we rnujd 
7 iot begin by the bi/hops. But if we fucceed in leflen- 
iiig the friarhood, efpecially the mendicant orders, 
the people will cool, and they being lefs fuperftitious, 
will allow the powers to bring down thehijloops as beft 
fuits their ftates. This is the only pojftble mode of^ro-' 
ceeding. To filentiy undermine the edifice hoftile 
to reafon, Is to force it to fall of itfelf.’^* 

I began by faying, that the means of the confpira- 
tors would give new proofs of the reality of the con- 
fpiracy, and of its objeft. Can any other interpreta¬ 
tion, than that of an Antichriftian Confpitacy, be put 
on the whole fentences made ufe of in their corref- 
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pondence ? How can we otherwife underftarid, fuch 
is the only pojftble mode of proceedings to undermine the 
edifice of that religion, which they are pleafed to de- 
fign by Chrificole Superjlitions as fanatic or unreafon- 
able ; or in order to overthrow its pontiffs, to feduce 
the people from its worfliip ? What then is confpiracy, 
if thofe fecret machinations carried on between Fer- 
ney, Berlin and Paris, in fpite of diftances, be not 
fo ? What reader can be fufficierttly blind not to fee, 
that by the eftabliftiment of reafon, it is only the over¬ 
throw of Chriflianity that is fought ? It is indeed a 
matter of furprife, that the Sophifters fhould have fo 
openly expofed their plans at fo early a period. 

In the mean time Voltaire was corredt when he an- 
fwers Frederick, that the plan of deflrUftion was ar- dopted In 
dently purfued in France, ever fince the expulfion of 
the Jefuits, and that by people who were in office, 

The firft ftep taken was to put off the period of religious ^ 
profeffions until the age of twenty-one, though the 
adepts in miniftry would fain have deferred it till the 
age of twenty-five. That is to fay, that of a hundred 
young people, who would have embraced that ftate, 
not two would have been able to follow their voca¬ 
tions 5 for what parent would let his child attain that 
age, without being certain of the Hate of life he would 
embrace. The remonftrances made by many friends 
to religion, caufed the age fixed on by theedift, to be 
that of eighteen for women, and twenty-one for men. 
Neverthelefs^ this was looked upon as an aft of au¬ 
thority exercifed on thofe, who chofe to confecrate 
themfelves more particularly to the fervice of their 
God, and refeue themfelves from the danger of the 
'paffions, at that age when they are the moft powerful. 

This fubjeft had been very fully treated in the lad 
(Ecumenical Council, where the age for the profeffion 
of religious perfons had been fixed at fixteen, with a 
term of five years to reclaim againft their laft vows, in 
cafe they did not choofe to continue the religious life 
they had undertaken. And it had always been looked 
upon as a right inherent to the church, to decide on 
thefe matters, as may be feen inChappelain’sdifcourfe 
on that fubjeft. It would be ridiculous to repeat the 
favourite argument of their inutility to France, after 
what has been faid in this chapter. What ! pious 
Vol. I. L 
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works, edification and the inftruftion of the people 
ufclefs to a nation ! Befides, France was a lively ex¬ 
ample that the number of convents had not hurt its 
population, as few dates were peopled in an equal pro¬ 
portion. If celibacy was to be attacked, fhe might 
have turned her eyes to her armies and to that nume¬ 
rous clafs of men, who lived in celibacy, and who per¬ 
haps ought to have been noticed by the laws. In fine, 
all further reclamations were ufelefs. What had been 
forefeen came to pafs, according to the wiflies of the 
minifterial Sophifters. In many colleges the Jefuits 
being very ill replaced, youth neglefted in their edu¬ 
cation, left a prey to their paflions, or looking on the 
number of years they had to wait for their reception 
into the religious date, as fo much time lod, laid afidc 
all thoughts of that date, and took to other employ¬ 
ments. Some few, from want, engaged, but rather 
feeking bread than the fervice of their God, or elfe 
prone to vice and to their paflions, which they had 
never been taught to fubdue, reluftantly fubmitted to 
the rules of the cloider. Already there exided many 
abufes, but they daily increafed j and while the num¬ 
ber of religious was diminlfliing, their fervor lan- 
guilhed, and public fcandals became more frequent. 
This was precifely what the miniders wanted, to have 
a plea for the fuppreflion of the whole ; while their 
maders, more fanguine if poflible, made the prefs 
teem with writings, in which neither fatire nor calum¬ 
ny were fpared. 

The perfon who feemed to fecond them with the 
greated warmth, wasthat manwho,after having perfua- 
ded his companions even, that he had fome talent for 
governing, at length finiflied by only adding his name 
to thofc miniders, whom ambition may be faid to have 
blinded even to dupidity. This man was Briennes, 
Archbifliop of Touloufe, fince Archbifhop of Sens, 
afterwards prime minider, then a public apodate, and 
who died as univerfally hated and defpifed, as Necker 
himfelf appears to be at this day. Briennes will be 
more defpifed, when it fliall be known that he was the 
friend and confidant of D’Alembert, and that in a com- 
miflion for the reform of the religious orders, he wore 
the mitre, and exercifed its powers as a D’Alembert 
would have done. 
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The clergy had thought it neceflary to examine the 
means of reforming the religious, and of re-eftablilh- 
ing their primitive fervor. The court feemed to enter 
into their views, and named counfellors of ftate to 
join the bifhops in their deliberations on this fubjeft, 
and called it the Commlffion of Regulars, A mixture 
of prelates, who are only to be aftuated by the fpirit 
of the church, and of ftatefmen folely afting from 
worldly views, could never agree', fome few,articles 
were fuppofed to have been fettled \ but all was in vain, 
and many, through difguft, abandoned the commif- 
hon. Among the bifhops were Mr. Dillon, iVrch- 
bifhop of Narbonne j Mr. de Boifgelin, Archbifhop 
of Aix ; Mr. de Cice, Archbifhop of Bourdeaux, and 
the famous Briennes, Archbifliop of Touloufe. 

The firft, majeflic in his perfon and noble in his 
eloquence, feems to have had but little to do in this 
affair, and foon withdrew. The talents and zeal 
Ihewn by the fecond in the national affembly, in de¬ 
fence of the religious ftate, will convince the reader 
that he might have given an opinion which the court 
did not wifh to adopt ; he alfo abandoned the commif- 
fion. In the third we fee, that if by accepting of the 
feals of the revolution, and by affixing them to the 
conftitutional decrees, he could err ; by his repentance 
and retraftation he never would have found it in his 
heart, had he known the plans of the confpirators. 

Briennes was the only man of this commiffion who 
enjoyed the confidence of the court, or had the fecret 
of D’Alembert, and the latter knew but too well how 
to prize the future fervices Briennes was about to ren¬ 
der to the confpiracy. On his reception into the 
French academy, D’Alembert informs the patriarch. 
We have in him a good brother, who will certainly 
prove ufeful to letters and to phllofophyy provided 
philofophy does not tie up his hands by Hcentioufnefsy ot 
that the general outeVy does not force him ro aft 
againft his will.’’* In fewer words, he might have 
faid, he will attack his God and his religion with all 
the hypocrify worthy a confpiring Sophifter. 

Voltaire, thinking he had reafon to complain of the 
monftrous prelate, is anfwered by D’Alembert, who 
was a connoiffeur in brethren, “ For God’s fake don’t 
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judge rafhly-1 would lay a hundred to one, that 

things have been mifreprefented, and that his mif* 
conduft has been greatly exaggerated. I know his 
way of thinking too well, not to be affured that he 
only did on that occafion, what he was indifpenfibly 
obliged to 

Voltaire complained on that occafion, of an order 
publithed by Briennes agaiiift the adept Audra, who 
at Touloufe openly read le6lures on impiety, under 
pretence of reading on hiftory. On the enquiries 
made in favor of the adept by D’Alembert, he writes^ 
that Briennes had withftood, during a whole year, 
the joint clamours of the parliament, the bifhops, 
and the aflembly of the clergy and that it was 
abfolutely neceflary to compel him to a 5 lj to prevent the 
youth of his diocefe from receiving the like leftures. 
His apologifl: continues, Don’t let yourfelf be pre- 
judiced againft Briennes, and be aflured, once for 
all, that reafon (that is our reafonj will never have 
to complain of him.”f 

Such was the hypocrite or mitred Sophifler, whom 
intrigue had placed in the commifTion to deliberate on 
the reform of the religious orders. Seeking diforder 
and deftruflion, fupported by the miniftry, without 
attending to the other bifiiops of the commiflion, he 
folely dictated in this reform. 

To the edift on the age for profeflions he added 
another, fupprefling all convents in towns that confid¬ 
ed of lefs than twenty religious ; and elfewhere, when 
their number was under ten, on the fpecious pretence, 
that the conventual rules were better obferved where 
the number was greater. The bifhops and the cardi¬ 
nal de Luynes in particular, objefted the great fervi- 
ces rendered in country pls^ces by thefe fmall convents, 
and how much they helped the curates, but all to na 
purpofe \ and Briennes had already contrived to fup- 
prefs fifteen hundred convents before the revolution. 
Soon he would have advanced more rapidly, for by. 
promoting and encouraging the complaints of the 
young religious againft the elder, of the inferior againft 
the fuperior, by cramping and thwarting their eleft- 
ions, he fpread diflentions throughout the cloifters, 
On the other fide, the ridicule and calumnies contri- 


^ 4th Dec. 1770. 
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ved by the Sophifters were fo powerful, that few young 
men dared take the habit, while fome of the ancients 
were afiamed of wearing a gown covered with infamy,^ 

Others at length, wearied out by thefe fhufrliiig tricks, 
themfelves petitioned to be fupprefled. 

Philofophifni, with its principles of liberty and 
equality, was even gaining ground in their houfes, 
with all its concomitant evils \ the good religious fhed 
tears of blood over thofe perfecutions of Briennes, 
who alone would have efledluated thofe dreadful 
fchemes planned by Voltaire and Frederick. Their 
decline was daily more evident, and it was a prodigy 
that any fervor yet remained, though a greater prodigy 
ftill, when we fee the fervor of many of thofe who 
had petitioned for their fecularization, revive in the 
firft days of the revolution. 1 know for certain that 
not one third of thofe who had petitioned, dared take 
the oath, for apoftacy dared them in the face. The 
tortuous intrigues of a Briennes had fhaken them; 
but the diredl attacks of the National AfTembly opened 
their eyes, and they beheld adonilhed, in their fup- 
predion, the grand attack which had been levelled 
sigainft Chridianity. 

Voltaire and Frederick did not live to fee their plans 
accompliftied, Briennes did *, but claiming the honor, . 
he only reaped the ignominy of them. Shame and 
remorfe devoured him. With what pleafure we may His at- 
fpeak of the piety of thofe chade virgins, confecrated tenipt 
to the fervice of their God ! With them his intrigues 
had been ufelefs. They, more immediately under the nuns. ^ 
direftion of their bifliops, had not been expofed to the 
anarchy and didentions of a Briennes; their feclufion 
from the world, their profedions at an earlier age 
(eighteen,) their education within the walls of the 
convent, thefe were barriers againd his intrigues ; 
but with what admiration (hould we not behold thofe 
who from the pure motives of religion fpent their lives 
in the fervice of the fick, whofe charity, whofe chade 
modedy, though in the midd of the world, could 
make man believe them to be angels in human forms. 

Thefe were far above the reach of calumny or of a 
Briennes, a pretence could not even be devifed. 

^ Voltaire to the King of Pruflia, No. 15. 
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With a view to diminifli the number of real nuns, 
he thought, that if he augmented thofe afylums for 
canonefTes, who have a much greater communication 
with the world, therefore more eafily perverted, that 
novices would not be fo numerous. But by an incon¬ 
ceivable overfight, unlefs he had fome very deep and 
hidden fcheme, thefe canonefles were in future, to 
prove a certain number of degrees of nobility to enter 
thefe afylums, when before they had been open to all 
ranks in the hate. One would have thought he meant 
to render the real nuns odious to the nobility, and the 
latter to all other clafles, by applying foundations to 
particular ranks, which had ever been common to all. 

Thefe were refle£lions that Briennes little attended 
to ; he was laying his fnares, while D'Alembert fmiled 
at the idea, that foon both nuns and canonefles would 
add to the common mafs of ruin *, but thefe facred 
virgins baflled all their cunning. Nothing lefs than 
all the defpotic powers of the Conftituent AiTembly 
could prevail agaiiaft them; they were to be clafled 
with the martyrs of that bloody September *, their fer¬ 
vor was impaflible. Edi<Ts worthy of Nero, exulting 
in the flames of burning Rome, are neceflary to drive 
them from the altar, cannons and the fatelites of that 
Conftituent Aflembly, march againft them to enforce 
thofe edifts, and thirty thoufand women are driven from 
their convents, in contradiction to a decree of that 
fame aflembly, promifing to let them die peaceably in 
their afylums. Thus was the deftruction of religious 
orders completed in France. It was then forty years 
fince this plan had been dictated by the Sophifters to 
the minifters of his moft Chriftian Majefty. But when 
accompliftied, minifters are no more ! . . . The facred 
perfon of the king, a prifoner in the towers of the 
Temple ! . . . The object of the abolition of religious 
orders was fulfilled ; religion was favagely perfecuted 
in the perfon of its minifters ! But during the long 
period that preceded the triumph of the Sophifters, 
they had reforted to many other means with which I 
have to acquaint my reader. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Fourth Means of the Confpirators—Voltair^s Colony, 

W HILST the confpirators were fo much taken 
up with the dellruftion of the Jefiiits, and 
of all other religious orders, Voltaire was forming a 
plan which was to give to impiety itfelf, both apoftles 
and propogaiidifts. This idea feems to have firft ftruck 
him about the year 1760-61. Always ruminating the 
deflrudlion of Chriftianity, he writes to D’Alembert, ^ 

« Could not five or fix men of parts, who rightly un- tiiifcolony. 
derftood each other, fucceed after the example of 
twelve fcoundrels, who have already fucceeded.”* 

The objefl; of this iinderflanding has already been ex¬ 
plained in a letter before quoted. “ Let the real phi- 
lofophers unite in a brotherhood, like the Free-ma- 
fons ; let them aflemble and fupport each other ; 
let them be faithful to the affociaiion. This fecret 
academy will be far fuperior to that of Athens and 
<< to all thofe of Paris. But every one thinks but of 
himfelf, and forgets that his moft facred duty is to 
crujl:) the. %vretchy\ 

The confpirators never loft fight of this moft facred 
duty, but met with various obftacles *, religion was 
ftill zealoufly defended in France, and Paris was not 
yet a proper afylum for fueh an aflbeiation. It ap¬ 
pears alfo that Voltaire was obliged for fome time to 
lay this plan afide ; but taking it up again, a few years 
afterwards, he applied to Frederick, as we are told 
by the editor of their correfpondence, for leave to feconds 
eftablifh at Cleves a little colony of French philofo- this plan, 
phers, who might there, freely and boldly, fpeak 
the truth, •without fearing mhufers^ priefs^ or par- 
Uamentsy Frederick anfwered with all the defired 
zeal, “ I fee you wifh to eftablifh the little colony 
you had mentioned to me.—I think the fhorteft 
way would be, that thofe men, or your aftociates, 
fliould fend to Cleves to fee what would be moft 

* Let. 69, anno 1760. 
t Let, 85, to D’Alembert, 1761. 
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convenient for them, and what I can difpofe of in 
« their favor.’’* 

It is to be lamented that many letters refpefting this 
colony have been fuppreifed in their correfpondence ; 
but Frederick’s anfwers are fufEcient to convince us 
of the obftinacy of Voltaire in the undertaking, who 
returning to the charge again, is anfwered, You 
** fpeak of a colony of philofophers, who wifh to ef- 
tablifh themfelves at Cleves. I have no objeftion 
to it. I can give them every thing but wood, the 
forefts having been almoft deftroyed by your coun- 
try men. But only on this condition, that they will 
refpeB thofe who are to be refpeBed^ and that they 
will keep within the proper bounds of decency in their 
writings 

The explanation of this letter, will be better un- 
derftood, when we treat of the Antimonarchial Con- 
fpiracy. Decency in their writings, one fhould think, 

' would be of the firft necefiity even for their own 

views, otherwife this new colony muft have fpread a 
general alarm, and governments would have been 
obliged to reprefs their barefaced impudence. 

While on one fide Voltaire was imploring the fuc- 
cour and proteftion of the King of PrufTia, for thefe 
apoftles of impiety, on the other he was feeking So- 
phifters worthy of the apoftlefliip. He writes to Da» 
milaville, that he is ready to make a facrifice of all the 
fweets of Ferney, and go and place himfelf at their 
head. Your friend, fays he, perfifts in his idea ; 
it is true, as you have remarked, that he muft tear 
himfelf from many objefts that are at prefent his 
<< delight, and then will be of his regret. But is it 
** not better to quit them through philofophy than by 
death. What furprifes him moft, is that many 
people have not taken this refolution together. 
Why fliould not a certain philofophic baron labor 
at the eftablifhment of this colony ? Why ftiould 
not fo many others improve fo fair an opportu- 
<< nity ?” In the continuation of this letter we find 
that Frederick was not the only prince who counte¬ 
nanced the plan : ‘‘ Two fovereign princes, who think 
entirely as you do, have lately vifitcd your friend. 

* 24th Odlober 1765. 
t Letter 146, anno 1766. 
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“ One of them offered a town, provided that which 
« relates to the grand work, fhould not fuit,”* * * § 

It was precifely at the time this letter was written, 
that the Landgrave of Heffc CalTel went to pay homage 
to the idol of Ferney. The date of his journey, the 
fimilarity of his fentiments, can leave little doubt, 
but what he was the prince who offered a town to the 
colony, fliould Cleves prove inconvenient.^ 

Meanwhile, the apoftles of this mock Meffiah, 
however zealous for the grand wwk, were not equally 
ready to facrifice their eafe. D’Alembert idolized by 
the Sophifters at Paris, faw that he could be but a fe- 
condary divinity in the prefence of Voltaire. That 
Damilaville, celebrated by the impious patriarch as 
perfonally hating God, was necelTary for carrying on 
the fecret correfpondence in Paris. Diderot, the cer¬ 
tain philofophic Baron, and the remaining multitude 
of adepts, reludlantly caft their eyes on a German 
town, where they could not with equal eafe, facrifice 
in luxury and debauchery to their Pagan divinities. 
Such remilfnefs difconcerted Voltaire. He endeav¬ 
oured to ftimulate their ardor by afking, If fix or 
feven hundred thoufand Huguenots left their coun- 
** try for the fooleries of Jean Chauvin^ fhall not 
twelve fages be found, who will make fome little 
facrifice to reafon which is trampled on.”J 
When he wifhes to perfuade them, that their con- 
fent is all that is neceflary to accomplifh the grand pb- 
jeft, he writes again, All that I can tell you now, 
<< by a fure hand, is, that every thing is ready for the 
eftablifhment of the manufafture 3 more than one 
Prince envies the honor of it, and from the borders 
« of the Rhine unto the Oby, Tomplat (that is Plato 
Diderot) will be honored, encouraged, and live in 
fecurity.” He would then repeat the grand objeft 
of the confpiracy, in hopes of perfuading the confpir- 
ators. He would feek to inflame their hearts with 
that hatred for Chrift, which was confuming his own. 
He would repeatedly cry out, Crufiy criffj the wretch^ 
then erttfj the wretch,^ 

* Letter of the 6th of Augufl: 1766. 

f Letter of the Landgrave, 9th Sept. 1766. 

% Letter to Damilaville, i8th of Auguft 1766. 

§ Letter to Damilaville, 25th of Augufl: 1766. 
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His prayers, his repeated felicitations could not 
avail againft the fvveets of Paris.’ That fame reafon 
which made Voltaire willing to facrifice all the pleafing 
■feenes of Ferney, to bury himfelf in the heart of 
Germany, there to coiifecrate his days and writings 
to the extin 61 :ion of Chriftianity, that reafon, I fay, 
taught the younger adepts that the fweets of Paris 
were not to be neglecSled.^ They were not the Apof- 
tles of th.eirGofpel preaching temperance and mortifi¬ 
cation both by word and example *, fo indeed, was 
Voltaire obliged to give up all hopes of expatriating 
his fophiOwical apoflles. He indignantly exprefles his 
vexation to Frederick a few years afterwards : I 

own to you, that I was fo much \'exed and fo much 
alhamed of the little fuccefs I had in the tranfmi- 
gration to Cleves, that 1 have never fince dared 
propofe any of my ideas to your Majefty. When I 
“ reflect that a fool and an ideot, like St. Ignatius, 
** fhould have found twelve followers, and that I could 
not find three Philofophers who would follow me, 
I was almoft tempted to think, that reafon was 
ufelefs.J I fhall never recover the non-execution 
«« of this plan, it was there I fhould have ended my 
old age.”§ 

However violent Voltaire was in his reproaches 
againft the other confpirators, the fequel of thefe me¬ 
moirs will (how that it was unjuftly. D’Alembert in 
particular had far other plans to profecute ; he grafped 
at the empire of the academic honors, and without 
expofing his didbatorfhip, or expatriating the adepts, 
by diftributing thefe honors folely to the Sophifters, he 
abundantly replaced Voltaire’s fo much regretted plan. 
This means and the method by which it was forwarded, 
fhail be the fubjcG of the enfuing chapter. 

J Nov. 1769. § i^tlr of 0 < 51 ober i770i 




THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


73 


CHAP. Vlir. 

Fifth Means of the Confpirators ,—TZv Academic lionors. 

T he prote6lion which the kings had given to men ^jj-ftobjcdt 
of letters, had brought them into that repute of the 
which they fo well deferved, until abufing their talents, academies, 
they turned them againfl: religion and governments. 

It was in the French academy where glory feemed to 
be enthroned, and a feat within its walls, was the 
grand purfuit of the orator and the poet, in fine of all 
writers, whether eminent in the hiltoric or any other 
branch of literature. Corneille, Bofluet, Racine, 

Maflillon, La Bruyere, Lafontaine, in fine, all thofe 
authors who had adorned the reign of Louis XIV were ’ 

proud of their admiflioii within this fan6luary of let¬ 
ters. Morals and the laws feemed to guard its en¬ 
trance, left it might be prophaned by the impious. 

Any public fign of incredulity, was a bar againft ad- 
miffion, even during the reign of Louis XV. Nor 
was the famous Montefquieu himfelf admitted until 
he had given proper fatisfadlion, on account of certain 
articles contained in his Perfian Letters,—Voltaire pre¬ 
tends that he deceived the Cardinal de Fleury, by fen¬ 
ding him a new edition of his work, in which all the 
objectionable parts had been omitted. Such a low 
trick was beneath Montefquieu, repentance was his 
only plea, and later, little doubt can be left of his re¬ 
penting fincerely. In fine, on admiflion, impiety was 
openly renounced, and religion publicly avowed. 

Boindin, whofe incredulity was notorious, had been 
rejected, though a member of feveral other academies. 

Voltaire was for a long time unable to gain admiflion, 
and at length only fucceeded by means of high pro- 
teflion and that low hypocrify which we (hall fee him 
recommending to h\s difciples. D’Alembert, ever 
provident, hid his propenfity to incredulity until he 
had gained his feat; and though the road to thefe lit¬ 
erary honors had been much widened by the adepts D'AIem- 
who furrounded the court, neverthelefs, he thought bert’s plan 
that it would not be impoflible, by dint of intrigues, . 
to turn the fcale •, that if formerly impiety had been 
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a means of exclufion, In future it might be a title of 
admiflion, and that none Ihould be feated near him, 
but thofe whofe writings had rendered them worthy 
abettors of tlie confpiracy, and fupporters of their fo- 
phiftical arts. His true field was that of petty in¬ 
trigue, ^nd fo fuccefsfully did he handle it, that in the 
latter times, the titles of Academician and Sophifter 
were nearly fynonimous. It is true that fometimes he 
met with obftacles •, and the plot framed between him 
and Voltaire, for the admiflion of Diderot, will be 
fufheient to evince what great advantages they expedl- 
ed \vould accrue to their confpiracy, by this new 
means of promoting irreligion. 

D’Alembert fir ft propofed it, Voltaire received the 
propofal w'ith all the attention due to its importance, 
and anfwers, Yon wifh Diderot to be of the acad- 
emy, it muft then be brought about.” The king 
was to approve of the nomination, and D’Alembert 
feared miniflerial opp.ofition. It is to this fear that 
we owe the account Voltaire has given of Choifeul, it 
is then, he mentions his partiality to the Sophifters, 
and that fo far from obftrucling tlie like plots, he 
would forward them v/ith all his power ; In a word, 
he continues, Diderot muft be of the academy, it 
v/ill be the raoft noble revenge that can be taken for 
the play againft the philofoph.ers. The academy is 
incenfed at le Franc-de-Pompignan : it would wil- 
lingly give him a moft fwinging flap.—I will make a 
bonfire on Diderot’s admiflion. Ah ! what a hap- 
pinefs it would be, if Helvetius and Diderot could 
be received together.”* 

D’Alembert w’ould liave been equally happy in fuch 
a triumph, but he was on the fpot and faw the oppofi- 
tion made by the Dauphin, the Queen and the Cler¬ 
gy ; he anfwers, I fhould be more defirous than 
yourfelf to fee Diderot of the academy. Jamper-^ 
<< fecily ferifible Irjnv much the common caufe would he ben- 
ejitted by it^ but the impoflibility of doing it, is be- 
yond what you can conceive.’*! 

Voltaire knowing that Choifeul and La Pompadour 
had often prevailed againft the Dauphin, ordered 
D’Alembert not to defpond. He takes the dire£fion 
of the intrigue on himfelf, and places his chief hopes 

f 18th July 1760. 


* 9th of July 1760. 
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on the Courtefan. Still further, (fays he,) flie 
<< may look upon it as an honor, and make a merit of 
fupporting Diderot. Let her undeceive the king on 
“ his fcore, and delight in quafhing a cabal which fhe 
defpifes.’^J What D’Alembert could not perfonally 
undertake, Voltaire recommends to the courtiers, and 
particularly to the Count D’Argental ; “ My divine 
Angel, would he write, do but get Diderot to he 
<< of the academy, it will be the boldell ftroke that 
can be in the game reafon is playing againft fanati- 
‘‘ cifm and folly (that is religisn and piety ;) impofe 
for penance on the Duke de Choifeul to introduce 
‘‘ Diderot into the academy.”§ 

The fecretary of the academy, Duclos, is nlfo called 
in, as an auxiliary by Voltaire, who gives him inftruc- 
tions to infure the fuccefs of the recipiendary adept. 

“ Could not you reprefent, orcaufe to be reprefented, 
how very eflTential fuch a man is to you for the com- 
pletion of fome riecefTary work ? Could not you 
after having fyly played off that battery alTemble feveit 
or eight of the elcB^ and form a deputation to the 
king, to afk for Diderot as the mod capable of for- 
warding your enterprize ? Would not the Duke of 
Nivernois help you in that projeft, would not he be 
the fpeaker on the occafion ? The bigots will fay, 
that Diderot has written a metaphyfical work which 
they do not underhand : Deny the faEiy fay that he 
did not write ity and that he is a good Catholic—it is 
** ^ CatholicJ^^ 

It would be an obje6t of furprife to the reader and 
to the hiftorian to fee Voltaire draining every nerve, 
calling on Dukes and courtiers, not blufhing at the 
vileft hypocrify, advifing bafe diflimulation, and that 
merely to gain the admiflion of one of his fellow con- 
fpirators, into the academy •, but this furprife will 
ceafe when they fee D’Alembert^s own words : 1 am 
perfeEily fenfthle how much the common caufe would be ben^ 
efitted by it; ordn other words, the war we are waging 
againft Chriftianity. Thefe words will explain all his 
agitation. And to have admitted within the faiuSluary 
of letters, the man the moft notorious for his incredu¬ 
lity, would it not have been corrobating the fault gov¬ 
ernment had committed, in letting itfelf be led away 

t 28th July 1760. § Let. 153, aano 1760. 

]] Let. nth of Auguft 1760. 
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by the hypocritical demonftrations of a Voltaire or a 
D’Alembert ? Would it not have been crowning the 
moft fcandalous impiety v/iththe laurels of literature, 
and declaring that Atheifm fo far from being a ftain, 
would be a new title to its honors ? The moft preju¬ 
diced muftown it would have been an open contempt 
for religion, and Choifeul and La Pompadour were 
confeious, that it was riot yet time to allow the confpi- 
rators fuch a triumph. D’Alembert even (hrunk back 
when he beheld the clamours it would excite, and de- 
fifted for the prefent. But the critical moment was 
now come, when the minifters fecretly abetted, what 
they publicly feemed to wifli to crufli. DiAlembert 
perfifted in his hopes, that with fome contrivance he 
would foon be able to exclude all writers from literary 
honors, who had not offered fome facrifice at lead, 
to the Antichriftian Sophiftry, and he at length fuc- 
ceeded. 

From the time when D'Alembert had conceived of 
what importance the French academy, converted into 
a club of irreligious Sophifters, might be to the con- 
fpiracy, let us examine the merits of fome of thofe 
who were admitted among its members. Firft, we 
find Marmontel perfectly coinciding in opinion with 
Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot; then in fucceflion, 
La Harpe the favorite adept of Voltaire j Champfort, 
the adept and hebdomadary co-adjutor of Marmontel 
and La Harpe *, a Lemierre diftinguiflied by Voltaire 
as a Jiaimch enemy to the ^vretch^ or Chrift an Abbe 
Millot v/hofe foie merit with D’Alembert was his total 
oblivion of his prieftliood, and with the public to have 
transformed the hiftory of France into an antipapal 
one a Briennes, long fince known to D’Alembert 
as an enemy to the church, though living in its bo- 
fom ; a Suar, a Gaillar, and laftly a Condorcet, whofe 
reception was to enthrone the fiend of atheifm within 
the walls of the academy. 

It does not appear why Mr. de Turgot did not fuc- 
ceed in his admiffion, though feconded by all the in¬ 
trigues of D’Alembert and Voltaire.;}: In calling an 
eye on their correfpondence, the reader would be fur- 
prifed to fee of what concern it was to them to fill this 

Letter from Voltaire to Damilaville, 1767. 

•f Letter of D’Alembert, a7th Dec. 1777. 
t Letter of Voltaire, 8th of Feb. 1776. 
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philofophical Sanhedrim with their favorite adepts. 
There are above thirty letters on the admiflion of their 
adepts, or on the exclufion of thofe who were friendly 
to religion. Their intrigues, whether through pro- 
teftion or any other way, were at length fo fuccefsful, 
that in a few years, the name of Academician and 
Atheifl: or Deift were fynonimous. If there were yet 
to be found among them fome few men, efpecially 
bifhops, of a different ftamp from Briennes, it was a 
remains of deference Blown them, which fome might 
have miftaken for an honor, whilfl they fhould have 
looked upon it as an infult, to be feated next to a 
D’Alembert, a Marmontel or a Condorcet. 

There was however among the forty, a layman much 
to be refpedfed for his piety. This was Mr. Beauzet. 
I one day afked him, how it had been poflible, that a 
man of his morality could ever have been affociated 
with men fo notorioufly unbelievers ? “ The very 
fame queftion (he anfwered,) have I put to D’A- 
“ lembert. At one of the fittings, feeing that I was 
nearly the only perfon who believed in God, I afked 
him, how he poflibly could ever have thought of 
me for a member, when he knew that my fenti- 
ments and opinions differed fo widely from thofe of 
his brethren ? D’Alembert without hefitation (ad- 
<< ded Mr. Beauzet) anfwered, I am fenfible of your 
amazement, but we were in want of a fkilful gram- 
marian, and among our party, not one had made 
“ himfelf a reputation in that line. We knew that 
you believed in God, but being a good fort of man, 
** we cafl our eyes on you, for want of a philofophcr 
to fupply your place.” 

Thus was the feeptre wrefled from the hands of fei- 
ence and talents, by the hand of impiety. Voltaire 
had wifhed to place his confpirators under the protec¬ 
tion of the Royal S6phifter ? D’Alembert flopped 
their flight, and made them triumph in the very Bates 
of that monarch, who gloried in the title of Moft 
Chriflian. His plot, better laid, conferred the lau¬ 
rels of literature folely on the impious writer, whilfl 
he w'ho dared defend religion, was to be covered with 
reproach and infamy. The French academy thus con¬ 
verted into a club of infidels, was a far better fupport 
to the Sophifters confpiring againfl Chriftanity, than 
any colony which Voltaire could have conceived. The 
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academy infefted the men of letters, and thefe per¬ 
verted the public opinion by that torrent of impious 
productions, which deluged all Europe. Thefe were 
to be inftrumental in bringing over the people to uni- 
verfal apoftacy, and will be confidered by us, as the 
Cxth means for the Antichriftian revolution. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Sixth Means of the Confpirators,—Inundation of Anti- 
chrijlian Writings* 

T hat forthefe forty years pad, and particularly 
for the laft twenty of Voltaire^slife, all Europe 
has been overrun with mod impious writings, whether 
iinder the forms of pamphlets, fydems, romances or 
|3Tetended hidories, is one of thofe felf-evident truths 
\^ich needs no proof. Though I fhall in this place 
confine myfelf only to a part of what I have to fay on 
fhis fubjedt, I will here fhow how the chiefs of the 
Confpiracy afted in concert, whether in the produ6lion, 
flic multiplication or didribution of them, in order to 
ffifTeminate their poifons throughout Europe, ‘ 

^ The method to be obfcrved in their own works, was 
particularly concerted between Voltaire, D’Alembert 
and Frederick, We fee them, in their letters, confi¬ 
ding to each other the different works they are writing 
againd Chridianty, their hopes of fuccefs and their 
arts to enfure it. We fee them fmile at the fnares they 
have laid againd religion, and that particularly, in 
thofe w^orks and fydems which they affedled mod to 
look upon as indifcrent to, or as rather promoting 
than attacking religion. In that dyle D’Alembert was 
admirable. The following example will convince the 
hidorian, or the reader, of the great art of this crafty 
Sophider, 

It is well known, with what immenfe pains our phi- 
lofophers of the day, have been forming their preten¬ 
ded phyfical fydems on the formation of the globe, 
their numerous theories and genealogies of the earth. 
We have feen them diving into mines, fplittlng moun¬ 
tains or digging up their furface in fcarch of fhells, to 
trace old ocean’s travels, and build their epochs. Thefe 
numerous refearches, to hear them talk, had no other 
end but the advancement of fcience and natural phi- 
lofophy. Their new epochs were not to affeft religion, 
and we have reafon to believe that many of our natu- 
ralids had no other objefl; in view, as many of them, 
Vol. I. N 
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real men of learning and of candour in their rcfearcfi«* 
es, and capable of obfervation, have rather furnifhed 
arms againft, than forwarded thofe vain fyftcms by 
their ftudies, labours or peregrinations: not fuch the 
cafe with D’Alembert and his adepts. They foon per¬ 
ceived that thefenew epochs and fyftcms drew the at¬ 
tention of divines, who had to maintain the truth of 
the fafts and the authenticity of the books of Mofes, 
the foundation and title-pages of Revelation.* To baf¬ 
fle the Sorbonne and all the defenders of facred writ, 
D’Alembert writes a work under the title of %he Ahitfe 
of Criticifmy areal apology of all thofe fyftems. , The 
main drift of the work, was with fliowing a great re- 
fpe^t for religion, to.prove that neither, revelation-, nor 
the credibility of Mofes, could be the leaft affedled by 
thefe theories or epochs, and that the alarms of: the dt-* 
vines were ungrounded. Many pages were dedicated 
to prove that.thefe fyftems could only ferve to raife our 
ideas to the grand, and. fublime. , That fd far from 
count era Bing" the power of Gody or his divine wjfdomy 
Xhtj on\y difplayed ft more ; that confidcring.the objeft 
of their refearches, it little became the divihey^ hut the, 
7iaturalphilofopher to judge of them, iDiyines^are repre¬ 
fen ted. as narrow-mindedy/pufillanimouSy or enemies to, 
reafouy terrlfied.at an ,obje6t which did not fo/mucli 
as regard them. He is very pointed in his , vi^ritings* 
againft thofe pretended panics, and among otherthings 
fays, “ They have fought to connect Chrifti,anity wlth- 
fyftems purely philofophical. In.vain did religion, 
<< fo Ample and preclfe in its tenets, conftantly throw 
olF the alloy that disfigured it, and, it’is frQm ^ that 
alloy the notion has prevailed, of its Keihg'attacked 
- in works where it was the leaft fo.”* 

Thefe are precifely the works where.,, for the forrha- 
tion of the univerfe, a much lo?iger fpace of time ^s re* 
quiredy than the hiftory of the creation, delineated by 
Mofes, leaves us at liberty to fuppofe. 

Who but would have thought D’Alembert convin¬ 
ced that all thofe phyfical fyftems, thofe theories, dnd 
longer fpace of time y fo far from overturning Chriftian- 
ity, would only ferve to raife the grandeur and fublim- 
ity of our ideas of the God of Mofes and of ,the Chrif- 
tians. But that fame D’Alembert, while feeking this 

^ The Abufe of Criticifm/Nos. 4,15, 16,17. 
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Jofjger /pace of time^ anticipated his applaufe to the lie, 
which his travelling adepts were about to give to Mofes 
and to revelation. Thofe adepts rambling in the moun¬ 
tains of the Alps or the Appenines, are the men lie 
points out to Voltaire as precious to philojophy* It is he 
who, after having been fo tender for the honor of Mo¬ 
fes and revelation, writes to Voltaire, This letter, 

« my dear companion, will be delivered to you by 
Defmarets, a man of merit and of found philofophy, 
who wilhes to pay his refpetbs to you on his journey 
to Italy, where he purpofes makwg fuch cbfervatiens 
on natural hijlory^ as may very well give the lie to Mo- 
fes. He will not fay a word of this to the mafler 
of the facred palace, but if perehance, he Jhoulddif- 
: cover that the world is more ancient than even the fep^ 
tuagint pretend^ he will not keep it a fecret from you'^* 

It would have been difficult to ufe more art, though ri^Alcm- 
it were to diredl the hand of an afTaffin ; D’Alembert bertdi- 
would fometimes dire6l Voltaire, when fhafts were to 
«e fent from Ferney, which could not yet be fhot from ^y^tings. 
^aris. On thefeoccafions the theme wasalready made, 
and only needed the laft glofs of Voltaire’s pen. 

• When, in 1763, the Sorbonne publilhed that fa- 
' mous Thefis, whieh foretold what the Frciieh revolu¬ 
tion has fince taught the fovereigns of Europe, on the 
evil tendency of this modern philofophifm to their very 
thrones *, D’Alembert, in halle, informs Voltaire of 
the exigency of counteracting an impreffion fo detri¬ 
mental to the confpiracy. He Ihews Voltaire how to 
impofe on the kings themfelves, and how to involve 
the church in all their doubts and fufpicions. In tra¬ 
cing this mafter-piece of art and cunning, he reminds 
him *of the contefts long finee extindf, between the 
priefthood and the empire, and lets him into the whole 
art of throwing odium and fufpicioii on the clergy.f 
Many other plans are propofed to the patriarch accord¬ 
ing to circumftances.J Thofe were in his flyle the 
chefimts that Bertrand (D’Alembert) out under the 

ajhesy and which Raton (Voltaire) was to help him to 
draw out of the fire with his delicate paw. 

Voltaire did not fail, on his part, to inform D’A- Their 
lembert and the other adepts, of what he himfelf concert 

^ Let. 137,1763. 

+ Let. of D’Alembert, i8th Jan. and 9th Feb. 1773. 
t Particularly let. of 26th Feb. and 2 2d March 1774. 
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compofed, or of the fteps he took with miniftry. It 
is thus that as a prelude to the plundering decrees of 
the revolution, he gave Count D’Argental notice of 
the memorial he had fent to the Duke de Praflin, to 
prevail on that minifter to deprive the clergy of part 
of its maintenance by abolifiiing tythes.* * * § 

Thefe fecret memorials, the anecdotes, whether 
true or flanderous againft the religious writers, were 
all concerted among the confpirators and their chiefs.f 
Even the fmiles, the witticifms or infipid epigrams of 
the adepts, were under the direftion of Voltaire, and 
nfed by him as forwarding the confpiracy. He, better 
tlian any man, knew the powers of ridicule, and he 
would often recommend it to the adepts in their wri¬ 
tings or in their converfation. “ Do your beft, he 
writes to D^Alembert, to preferve your cheerful- 
nefs, always endeavour to crujh the wretch, I only 
alk five or fix witticifms a day ; that would fufiice. 
It would not get the better of them. Laugh Dc- 
mocritus, make me laugh, and the fages (hall carrv 
the day 

Voltaire was not always of the fame opinion, with 
regard to this attack on Chriftianity. This method 
was not fufficiently elevated for a philofopher, and he 
foon after adds, in his quality of chief, To the flood oj 
jefts and fareafmsy there fhould fucceed, ferious 
•worky which howeverflmtld he worth readingy for the 
juftification of the philofophers, and the confufion cj 
the wretch,\ This work, notwithftanding the exhort¬ 
ations of the chief, and his union with the adepts, 
never was executed. But on the other fide, the prefs 
teemed with delftical and atheiftical works, fraught 
with calumny and impiety. Monthly or weekly fome 
new produ£lion of tlie moft daring impiety was printed 
in Holland. Such were the Fhilofoph'c Soldiery The 
DoubtSy Prieflerafty Blachguardifm tmveiledy^ which are 
nearly the mod profligate the fe£l has produced. One 
would have thought. Voltare alone prefided over this 
traffic of impiety, fuch was his zeal in promoting the 
fale of them. He received notice of the publications, 

* Let. to the Count D’Argental, 1764. 

t Letters of Voltaire and D’Alembert, 18 and ao. 

t Let. ia8. || Let. to D,Alembert, 67. 

§ Le Militaire Philofophe, Les Doubts, Tlmpoflure Sacerdo- 
tale, Le Foliflbnifme devoile. 
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which he communicated to his brethren at Paris. He Circula- 
recommended their getting them, circulating them ; 
upbraided them with their little ardor in fpreading 
them abroad, while he himfelf difperfed them all urged, 
around him."* To ftimulate them, he would write, 
that it was out of thefe works that all the German youth 
learned to read ; in Jhorty that they were the univerfal 
catechifms from Bade a to Mofcow,\ 

When he thought Holland could not fufficiently in- 
feft France with thefe profligate writings, he would • 
feleft thofc which D'Alembert was to get privately 
printed at Paris, and then diftribute them by thou- 
fands. Such, for.example, was the pretended 
f Religion^ by Dumarfais. They have fent me,” 
thefe are Voltaire's own words, ‘‘ a work of Dumar* 

** fais ASCRIBED to St» Evremond, It is an excellent 
work (precifely one of the mod impious.] I ex- 
hort you, my dear brother, to prevail on fome one 
« of our faithful and beloved, to reprint this little 
work, which may do a great deal of good.”J Like 
exhortations, but rather more prefling, he made with 
regard to the Lajl Will of Jean Mefterj of that famous 
Curate of Etrepigni, whofe apoftacy and blafphcmies 
could make ftill ftronger an impreflion on the minds 
of the populace. Voltaire would complain that there 
were not fo many copies of that impious work in all 
Paris,* as he himfelf had difperfed throughout the 
mountains of Switzerland.|1 

D'Alembert was himfelf obliged to apologize as if 
indifferent and deficient in point of zeal, but particu¬ 
larly for not having dared, at the entreaties of Vol¬ 
taire, to print in Paris and difrihute four or five thou-^ 
fand copies of John Mejliers Lajl WilL His excufe 
{hows the confummate confpirator, who knows how b^rt’s cx- 
to wait the^ moment, and take precautions to enfure cufe. 
that fuccefs, which too great precipitancy might have 
ruined.§ We fee by what he writes to Voltaire on a 
mafter-piece of impiety, entitled Good Senfey that he 
was perfeftly aware of the effeft thefe impious works 
had on the minds of the people \ that he knew when 

* See his letters to Count D'Argental, to Mad. du Deffant 
and particularly to D'Alembert, No. 2, 1769. 

-j- Let. to the Count D'Argental, 26th Sept. 1766. J Let. 122. 

II Let. of D'Alembert, 3d of July, and of Voltaire 15th 
Sept. Z764* § Let. 102, 
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they were to be multiplied or call into the hands of 
the vulgar; he fays, This produ6tion (Good Senfe) 
is a work much more to be dreaded than the Byjiem 
of Nature,^^ It really was fo, becaufe, with greater 
art and unconcern, it leads to the moft unqualified 
Atheifm 5 and for that reafoii we fee D^Alembert fet- 
ting forth the advantages to be derived from it to the 
confpiracy if it were abridged, though already but 
fmzUy fo as tij cojt no more than five-pence ^ a fid thus to be 
fitted for the pocket and the reading of every cooh-maid.^ 
Thefe low intrigues were not the only nVeans the 
Sophifters reforted to, to evade the law, and over¬ 
run all Europe with thefe Antichriftian produftions. 
They were fiipported at court by powerful men, or 
minifterial adepts, who knev/ how to filence the law 
itfelf, or if it ever was to fpeak, it was only the better 
to favour this impious traffic, at another time, in fpite 
of the magiftracy. The duke de Cholfeul and Ma- 
leiherbes were again the promoter’s of this grand means 
of robbing the people of their religion, and infinua- 
ting the errors of philofophifm. The former, with all 
the affiirance of minifterial defpotifm, threatened the 
Sorbonne with all tlie weight of his indignation, when 
by their public cenfures, they fought to guard the 
people againfl: thofe ephemerous produftions. It was 
this ftrange exertion of authority, which made Vol¬ 
taire exclaim, Long live the mimfiry of France; above 
ally long live the Duke of Choifeul /f 

Malelherbes, who, having the fuperintendency over 
the \^hole of bookfelling, and hence enabled to evade 
the law, both as to the introduftion and circulation of 
thefe impious writings, was on that object;, in perfect 
unifon with D’Alembert. They both would willing¬ 
ly have hindered the champions of religion from print¬ 
ing their replies to that legion of infidels then rifing 
in France. But the time was not yet come. With 
his pretended toleration, Voltaire was indignant, that 
under a philofophic minifter, the apologifts of the. 
Gofpel, iliould dill have accefs to the prefs, and^ 
D’Alembert is obliged to plead in his defence, that' 
Malelherbes, fo far from favoring the antiphilofophic 
works, had relu£lantly been obliged tofupsrior 
orders, which he could liot rcfift.i Not content with 

^ Let. 146. t Let. of Voltaire to Mavmontel, 176;. 

t Let. of jjth Jaa. 1757. 
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a Cmple connivance^ fuch excufes were not fatisfacto- 
ry to Voltaire, nothing lefs than the authority of Jcings 
could fecond his zeal, and he has again recourfe to 
Frederick. This inundation of impious books, was 
to have been the grand obje6f of his colony. As yet 
unconfoled for the failure of that plan, he writes to the 
king of the Sophifters, Was I younger, had I health, and Frtd- 
« I would willingly quit, the houfe 1 have built, the crick on 
** trees 1 have ^planted, to go and dedicate with two oh]e<3:* 
« or three philofophers, the remainder of my life, un- 
der your protediion, to the printing of a few ufeful 
books. Buty Sirey canfwt youy without expoftng your^ 
felfy have fonteof the Berlin bookfellers encouraged to 
M reprint theruy and to dijlrihite them throughout Europe^ 
at a price low enough to enfure theirfale?^\ 

This pfopofal, which transformed the king of Pruf- 
fia into the hawker-general of Antichriflianpamphlets, 
did not dlfpleafehis protedting majefty. You may 
** (anfwers Frederick) make ufe of ottr printers as you 
pleafey they enjoy perfedf liberty, and as they are 
“ connedled with thofe of Holland, France and Ger- 
<< many, I have no doubt, but that they have means 
5* of conveying books whitherfoever they may think 
« proper.”:]: 

Even at Peterfburgh, Voltaire had found hawkers 
of thefe impious produdlions. Under the protedllon, 
and by the influence of Count Schouvallow, Ruflia 
was to petition Diderot, for leave to be honoured with the 
impreflion of the Encyclopedia, and Voltaire is com- 
miflTioned to announce that triumph to Diderot.§ The 
moll impious and moll feditious M^ork Flelvetius had 
written, was then reprinting at the Hague, and the 
Prince Gallitzin dares to dedicate it to the Emprefs of 
all the Ruflfias. Here Voltaire’s zeal was out-run by 
his fuccefs. He could not help, remarking, with what 
amazement the world would fee fuch a work Infcribed 
to the mod defpotic fovereign on earth \ but whilft he 
fmiled at the imprudence and folly of tlie prince adept, 
he exultingly beheld the flock of fagcs flcntly increafngy 
fince princes themfelves were no lefs eager than him- 
felf, in the circulation of thefe antichriftian writings. 

We find this account repeated three different times in 
his letters to D’Alembert, fo great was his joy, andfo 

• t 5th April 1767. t 5th May 1767. 

§ Let. of Voltaire to Diderot. 
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confident was he of annihilating all idea of Chrif* 
tianity in the minds of the people by this means. 

In this chapter we have only treated of the folicitude 
with which the chiefs fought to infufe the poifon of 
their writings into the minds of the people j hereafter 
we fhall fee the means employed by the fe£l:, to extend 
it to the hovel or the cottage, and to imbibe that low 
rabble with its impious principles, though we have 
feen y 9 ltaire fo little defirous of fuch a conqueft. 


IX. 

On tkofe Works nsjhkh are more particularly recommended hy the . 
Con/piratorf, 


Their 

dodtrine. 


That the 
c on fpl ra¬ 
cy was 
general, 
proved 
by thefc 
works. 


Were I lefs acquainted with a certain, though numerous clafs 
of readers, I might look upon the obfervations I am about to 
make, on the dodrine of thofe works which the chiefe of the 
conlpiracy, independently of their own, fought to circulate 
through all cla/Tes'of fociety, as fuperfluous. I have not only 
to fatisfy men difficult of conviction, but perfuade men who 
will refift evidence itfelf, iinlefs it overwhelms them. In fpite 
of all the proofs we have already adduced of the confpiracy 
formed and carried on by Voltaire, D’Alembert, Frederick, 
Diderot and their adepts againft the vitals of Chriftianity, will 
nobody recur again to fay, that the Sophifters ©niy levelled 
their writings at the abufes, or at leaft that Catholicity was their 
only aim, and that they never meant to attack the divers other 
religions that are within the pale of Chriftianity, whether at 
Geneva or London, in Germany or Sweden. The extreme 
falfity of fuch an argument renders it abfurd. If we do but re- 
fleCl for a moment on the nature of thofe works, which the So* 
phifters circulated with fo much zeal; could they wifh to dif^ 
feminate other principles than thofe preachedupin thefe works ? 
Let us appeal to them and fee if the deftruClion of abufes, or 
even of Catholicity alone, could have been their foie obje<!l:. ^ 

The works we have feen fb highly recommended by Voltaire 
and D’Alembert, are particularly thofe of Freret, Boulanger, 
Helvetius, John Meflier, Dumarfais and Maillet, or at leaft 
they bear the name of thefe Sophifters. They are once more, 
THE Philosophic Soldier, the Doubts or the Sage’s 
Scepticism, Good Sense, whofe autliors remain unknown. 
I v/ill lay before the reader the divers opinions, broached by 
thefe writers, fo much commended by the Sophifters, concern¬ 
ing thofe points which cannot be invalidated, without over¬ 
throwing the very foundation of Chriftianity. Then let any 
one conclude that the confpiracy only impugned abufes, orlome 
particular branch of Chriftianity. 

The abfolute belief of the exiftence of a God, belongs to 
every religion that is Chriftian ; let us then examine tlieir doc¬ 
trine as to a God. 
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Freret tells us exprefsly, “ Tke univerfal caitfe, that God of DooSlrinc 
** the philofophers, of the fews and of ike Chrijltans<i is hut a of ihcfe 
chimera and a phantom f The fame author continues, “ Im- works; 
agination daily creates frefh chimeras, which raife in them Of God, 

“ thatimpulfe or fear, and i'uch is the phantom of the Deity.’’* 

The author of Good Senfe^ or of that woik which D’Alem¬ 
bert wifhes to fee abridged, in order to fell it for five-pence to 
the poor and ignorant, is not lb emphatical; but what is his 
dodlrine ? That the phenomena of nature only prove the exifl- 
ence of God to a fe^ prepojfeffed men,^l that is to fay, full of 
falfe prejudices ; “ that the wonders of nature^ fo far from he- 
** fpsaking a God, are hut the necejfary ejfe6ir of matter prodU 
gioujly diverffiedf\ 

The Philofophic Soldier, not deny the exiflenceof God, 
but fcts off, in his firfl chapter, by a monftrous comparifon he- 
t<ween Jzipiter and the God of the Chrijiians, and the pagan 
god carries all the advantage of the difcuflion. 

According to the ChjiJ{ia?iity Ufiveikd, which appeared un¬ 
der the name of Boulanger, it is. 7?iore reafofiahle to admit with 
Manes of a twofold God, than of the God of Chriflianity.J 
The author of the Douhts or of Scepticifm, informs the 
world, That they cannot know whether a God really exifts, 
or whether there exifts the fmalleft difference between good 
“ and evil or vice and virtueP Such is the drift of the whole 
of that work.II 

We find the fame oppofition to Chriftianity in their do<ftrine3 On the 
on the fpirituality of the Soul. With Freret, ‘‘everything SouU 
“ that is called Spirit or Soul, has no 7?iore reality than the 
“ phantoms, the chi77teras or the fphinxesP§ 

The Sophiller of the pretended Good Senfe, heaps up argu¬ 
ments anew to prove, that it is the body that feels, thinks and 
judges, and that the Soul is hut a chhneraM 

Helvetius pronounces, “ That we are in an error, when we 
7 nake the Soul a fpiritual being ; that r.othing can be more 
“ ahfurd, and that die Soul is 7iot a dijiin6t being fro7?i the 
“ hodyP^^ 

Boulanger tells us decidedly, “ That the mmortality of the 
“ Soul, fo far from ftimulating man to the practice of virtue^ 

“ is nothing but a barbarous, defperate, fatal tenet, and con- 
“ trary to all legiflation.”f f 

If from thefe fundamental tenets, eflential to every religion, on Moral- 
as well as to Catholicity, we pafs on to Morality, we fliall hy. 
find Freret teaching the people, that “ all ideas of jujlice and 
“ injujiice, of virtue and vice, of glory and infamy, arc purely 
“ arbitrary and dependent on cuftom.”JJ ^ . 

Helvetius will one while tell us, that the only rule by which 
virtuous aPions are diftinguifhed from vicious ones, is the law of 

* Letter from Thrafybulus toLucippus, page 164 and 254. 
f No. 36 et paflim. J Page loi. 

|| Particularly No. 100 and loi. 

9 Letter from Thrafybulus. % No. 20 and 100. 

** Of the Spirit, and of Man and his Education, No. 4 and y. 
ft Antiquity Unveiled, page 15. ft Letter of Thrafybulus, 
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princes, and public utility. Elfewhere he will fay, ** that vir^ 
tue, that hnejiy^ with regard to individuals, is no more than 
the habit of anions perfonally advantageous^ and that felf tn* 
terefl is the foie leak by which the actions of man can be 
‘‘ meafured/' In fine, “ that if the virtuous man is nor happy 
in this world, then will be the time to cry out, 0 Virtue ! 
‘‘ thou art but an empty dream 

The fame Sophiftcr alfo fays, that fuhlime virtue^ enlight* 
ened <wifdom, are only the fruits of thofe palHons calledjolly. 
Or that ftupidity is the neceffary confequence of the celTa- 
tion of palfion. That to moderate the paflions, is to ruin 
the ftate.f That confcieiice and remorfe are nothing but the 
” foreftght of thofe phyfical pcRakies, to which crimes expofe 
us. That the man who is above the law, can commit, with- 
** out remorfe, the dilhoneft a< 5 l that may ferve his purpofe.^f 
That it little imports whether mot are vicious, if they be but 
enlightened.il 

And the fair fex will be taught by this author, that mod- 
ESTV is only an invetition of refined voluptuonfnefs : that 
MORALITY has nothing to apprehend from love, for it is the 
paflion that creates genius, and i enders man virtuous2^^ He 
will inform children, that “ the commandment of loving their 
father and mother, is more the work of education than of 
nature.”ir He will fay to the married couple, that “ the law 
which condemns them to live together, becomes barbarous 
and cruel on the day they ceafe to love each other.’’** 

In vain fhould we feek among the other works that the chiefs 
of the confpirators willied to ciruclate a more Chriftian moral¬ 
ity. Dumarfais, as well as Helretius, knows no other virtue 
but what is nfeful, nor vice but that which is hurtful to man 
upon earth.ff The Philofophic Soldier, thinks that fo far from 
being able to offend God, men are obliged to execute his law^XX 
The author of the Good Senfe fo much prailed by the leaders, 
tells them that to think we can pffend God, is to think ourfelves 
Jlronger than God. Jj || He would even teach them to anfwer us, 
If your God leaves to men the liberty of damning themfelves, 
^hy fhould you meddle *with it ? Are you voifer than that God 
whole rights you wifh to avenge 

Boulanger, in that work fo^much admired by Frederick and 
Voltaire, afferts that the of God, fo far from being the be¬ 
ginning of wildom, nvould rather be the beginning of folly, 

It would be ufelels to the reader, and irkfome to us, were 
we to cany thefe quotations any farther. Thofe who wiffi to 
fee thefe texts and numberlefs others of the fame kind, may 
perufe the Helvian Letters. But certainly there is enough 

* On the Mind. Difcourle ad and 4tli. 
f Idem. Difeourfe ad and 3d, chap. 6, 7, 8 and lo. 

X Idem. Of Man, vol. ift, fee. ad, chap. 7. 

5 Idem. No. 9, chap. 6. 

Of the Mind. Difeourfe ad, chap. 4 and 15, Acc. 

^ Of Man. Chap. 8. Ibid. Seit. 8, &C. 

f f ElTay on Prejudices, chap. 8. Xt Chap. ao. 
nil Se^:. 67. Se^. 135. - 

ChriHianity unveiled, in a note to page 163. 
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here to demonftrate, that confpirators who wilhed to circulate 
fuch works, were not levelling folely at the Catholic religion, 
much Icfs at a few abufes. No evidently every altar where 
Chrift was adored, was to be overthrown, whether Anglican, 
Calvinift or Proteftant, 

The bafe proje<fl of throwing into circulation four or five thou- 
fand copies of John Meflier's Laft Will, would fully prove the 
abfolute defign of annihilating every veftige of Chriftianity, 
lince this Laft Will or Teftament is nothing but a grofs decla* 
mation agaioft the doiftrines of the Gofpel. 
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CHAP. X. 


Of the Spoliations and Violences projeEled by the Confpira^ 
torsy and concealed under the Name of Toleration, 


What their 
toleration 
really was. 


Spoliations 
premedita¬ 
ted by ' 
Voltaire. ' 


P' 


lERHAPS of all the arts put in pra6lice by the 
confpirators, none has fucceeded better with 
thgn, than that perpetual appeal in all their writings 
to toleration^ reafony and humanity ; of v/hich Condor- 
cet tells us they had made their ^ar hoop*^ In faft 
it was natural enough, that men who appeared fo 
deeply imprefied with thefp fentiments (hould gain the 
attention of the public : But were they real ? Did the 
confpiring Sophifters mean to content themfelves with 
a true toleration ? As they acquired ftrength, did they 
mean to grant to others what they aflced for themfelves ? 
Thefe .queftions are eafily folved, and it would be ufe- 
lefs for the reader to feek the definition of each of 
thefe high-founding words impofed upon the public, 
when their private and real fentiments are to be feen in 
their continued cry of Crufh religion. To call an eye 
on their correfpondence, is fufficient to identify the 
plans of thefe confpiring Sophifters, with thofe of the 
Jacobins their fucceflbrs *, do not the Petions, the 
Condorcets, and the Robefpierres, adopt their wifhes 
and execute their plans under the fame mafk of tol¬ 
eration. 

Plunder, violence and death has been the toleration 
of the revolutionifts. Nor were any of thefe means 
foreign to the firft confpirators, whofe language the 
latter had adopted. As to fpoliations, I have already 
faid that Voltaire, as early as the year 1743, was plot¬ 
ting with the King of PruHia to plunder the ecclefiaf- 
* tical princes and the religious orders of their poflef- 
' fions. Ill 1764, we have feen him fending a memor 
rial to the Duke of Praflin, on the abolition of tythes, 
in hopes of depriving the clergy of their fuftenance.f 
In 1770, he had not abandoned his plan when he 
wites to Frederick, I wifti to God that Gangaiielli 
‘^\had fome good domain in your neighbourhood, an4 

Sketch on Hiftory. Epoch 9. 
f^Let. from Voltaire to the Count D’Argental, 1764. 
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« that you were not fo far from Loretto. It is noble 
<< to feoff at thefe Harlequin Bull- givers. ' I like to 
cover them with ridicule, hyW. 1 had rather flu 
D£R them!''^ 

Thefe various letters prove to the reader, that the 
chief of the confpirators only anticipated the plunder¬ 
ing decrees of the Jacobins, or even the revolutionary 
xncurfion their armies have made to Loretto. 

Frederick, afluming the kingly tone, feems for an 
inftant fo fhocked at thefe fpoliations, as to have for- and appro- 
gotten that he had been the firft to propofe them. He 
anfwers, ‘‘ Were Loretto adjoining to my villa, I 
fhould not touch it. Its treafures might tempt a 
Mandrin, a Conflans, a Turpin, a Rieh .... or 
their fellows. It is not that I reverence donations 
<< confecrated by fottifh flupidity, but what the pub- 
lie venerates is to be fpared. When one looks upon 
one’s felf, as gifted with fuperior lights, out of com- 
paflion for others, in commiferation for their weak- 
‘‘ iiefs, one fhould not fliock their prejudices. It is 
a pity that the pretended philofophers of our days 
are not of the fame way of thinking.'’f 
But foon theSophiftcr prevails over the monarch, and 
Frederick is no longer of opinion that fpoils of the 
church are to be left to a Mandrin : the very next year 
coinciding witli Voltaire he writes to him, If the 
« new minifter of France is a man of fenfe, he will 
neither be weak nor foolifh enough to rdtore Avig- 
« non to the Pope.”J 

He recurs to his means of filently undermining the 
ifice^ by firll plundering the religious orders, that they 
might then ftrip the bifliops.§ 

D’Alembert, on his fide advifed, that the clergy D’Alem- 
fliould be firft depiived of that confequence they en- ben’s ad- 
joyed in the ftate, before they were plundered of their 
pofleflions. In fending to Voltaire his tafic almoft 
ready made, that he might fpeak out what he dared 
not utter himfelf, he tells him, ‘‘ that he muft not 
forget, if it could be done delicately, to add to the 
<< firft part a little appendix, or an engaging poftfeript 
on the danger there is both for ftates and kings, to 
fufter the clergy to form a feparate and diftiinft bo^ 

^ 8th June, 1770. ’ + Let. 7th July 1770. 

J Let. a9th June i77r. ‘ 5 13th Aug. 1775, 
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Voltaire’s 
“wjfli for 
violent 
mcafures. 


Frederick’s 

limilar 


dy, with the privilege of holding regular aflemt 
blies.”* 

As yet this doftrine was new both to king or ftate ; 
they had never perceived this pretended danger of leN 
ting the clergy form a diftinft body in the nation, as 
did the nobility and the third order 5 but thefe con- 
fpiring chiefs were anticipating the horrors of the rev¬ 
olution, the plunders and murders of their Jacobin 
fucceflbrs and difciples. 

The violent and fanguinary edifts, the decrees of 
deportation and of death, were not foreign to the 
wifhes of the confpiring chiefs. However frequent 
the words of toleration, humanity or reafon, maybe 
in Voltaire’s mouth, it would be a great error in judg¬ 
ment to think, that thofe were the only arms he wifh- 
ed to employ againft the Chriftian religion. When he 
writes to Count Argental, ** Had I but a hundred 
thoufand men, I well know what I would do with 
them,”f Or when he wrote to FredeVick, “ Her- 
cules went to fight the robbers and Bellerophon chi- 
** meras ; I ftiould not be forry to behold Herculefes 
and Bellerophons delivering the earth both from 
** Catholic robbers and Catholic chimeras.”^ Doubt- 
Icfs it was not toleration that diftated thofe wifiies, and 
one is tempted to conclude, that he would not have 
been forry to behold the maflacre of the clergy, by the 
Herculefes and Bellerophons of the butchering Sep¬ 
tember. Have we not feen him wilhing to behold 
every yefnit at the bottom of the oceany each nvith a Jan^ 
feniji hung to his neck ? When with the view of aveng¬ 
ing Helvetius and philofophifm, he does not blufh to 
alk, Could not the moderate and difereet propofal of Jlrang* 
ling the laji Jefu'it with the guts of the lajl Janfenfi^ 
bring matters to fome compromife ? In reading this, 
could we reafonably infer, that the humanity and tol¬ 
eration of Voltaire would have been greatly fliocked 
at the fight of thofe (hips, ft owed with the Catholic 
clergy by a Lebon, as a preparatory ftep to fubmer- 
ging them in the ocean ! ! ! 

Frederick feemed to be nearer fimple toleration when 
he anfwered Voltaire : It is not the lot of arms 
to deftroy the wretch. It will perifh by thofe of 
truth.’^§ At length he begins to think that force 

* Letter 95,1773. f i6th Feb. 1761 

t 3dMarch, 1767. J ajthMarch, 1767. 
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fnuft (Irike the lafl blow at religion. He is not averfe to 
this force, and one fees him willing to employ it had 
the occafion offered, when he WTOte to Voltaire, To 
** Bayle, your forerunner, and to yourfelf no doubt, 
** is due the honor of that revolution working in the 
« minds of men. But to fpeak with truth, it is not yet 
complete ; bigots have their party, and it never 
he perfeBed hut by a fuperior force : from government 
<< mujl the fentence ifuCy that Jhall crufh the wretch, 
Minifters may forward it, hut the will of the fovereign 
mufl accede. Without doubt this will be effeftuated 
in time, but neither of us can be fpedlators of that 
long-wiftied for moment.’** 

There can be no doubt but the long-fought for mo-^ 
xnent was that, when impiety enthroned, fhould caft 
afide the malk of tc/leration, which it had neceffarily 
difguifed itfelf with : Julian-like, would not Freder- 
rick alfo have had recourfe to fuperior force at that de- 
fired period ? would he not have fcconded the fophifms 
of the confpirators with that fentence which was to 
iflue from the fovereign ? He would have fpoken as a 
jnafter, and under Frederick might not the reigns of 
a Domitian or a Julian have been renewed, w^hen a- 
poftacy, exile or death, were the only alternatives left 
to a Chriftian’s choice. But how to reconcile this fu¬ 
perior force, this fentence of the government, that is 
to crufhy with what D’lembert fays of that prince in a 
letter to Voltaire, is difficult: I believe him at his 
laft fhift, and it is a great pity. Philofophy will not 
eafily find like him a prince, tolerant through indif- 
ference, which is the true ftyle, and an enemy to 
** fuperftition and fanaticifm.’*f 

But with D’Alembert even that mode of tolerating, 
through indifference, did not exclude underhand per- 
fccutions *, nor w'ould it have been incompatible with 
this man’s rage and phrenzy, fo openly expreffed in 
his letters to Voltaire, to fee a whole nation deftroyed 
folely for having (hewn its attachment to Chriftianity. 
Could toleration, through indifference, diftate the fol¬ 
lowing lines ? ‘‘ Apropos of the King of Pruffia, he 
<< has at length got a-head again. And I, as a French- 
man and a thinking being, am quite of your opin- 
« ion, that it is a great happinefs both for France and 

* Let, 95, 1775, I Letter 195, an. 176a. 
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for philofophy. • Thofe Auftrians are a fet of info* 
lent capuchines who hate and defpife us, and whom 
** I could wijh to fee annihilated with the fuperjlition ihe\ 
proteEl^^\ 

It would be ufelefs to remark in this place, that 
thefe very Auftrians which D’Alembert wifties to fee 
annihilated, were then the allies of France, at war 
with that very King of PrulTia whofe vi6lories he cel¬ 
ebrates. Thefe circumftances might ferve to fhow, 
how much more philofophifm fvvayed the heart of the 
Sophifter than the love of his country, or that tolera¬ 
tion would not have hindered the confpirators from 
betraying their king or country, could they by that 
have made a new attack on Chriftiauity. 

We plainly fee that all thefe inhuman wiflies were 
rather dropped unawares, than the avowed objedl: of 
their correfpondence. They were preparing the road 
for thofe feditious and ferocious minds, who were to 
perpetrate what the Sophifters yet could only devife 
•and fcheme. The day of rebellion and murder was 
not yet come, with the fame wifl^.es circumftances had 
not diftributed to them tlie fame parts to aft. Let us 
then examine what charafters the firft chiefs perform^ 
ed, and by what fervices each one in particular, fig- 
nalizing his zeal in the Antichriftian Confpiracy, pre¬ 
pared the reign of their revolutionary adepts. 

t To Voltaire, lath Jan. 1763. 
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Party Mtjfton and private Means of each of the Chiefs of 
the Antichrifian Confpiracy, 

I N order to attain the grand objeft of the confpiracy, 
in fliortto crufh the Chrift whom they purfued with 
unrelenting hatred, all the general plans and means 
they had concerted were judged infufficient. Each one 
in particular was to concur with his own means, with 
thofe which his faculties, his fituation or peculiar mif- 
fion enabled him to exert. Voltaire was endowed with Volbire’s 
all thofe talents which adorn the eminent writer, and fcrvices-. 
no fooner was the confederacy formed than he turned 
them all againft his God. During the laft five and 
twenty years of his life he declares himfelf, that he had 
no other objeB in view than to villify the wretch,* Until 
that period, he had fhared his time between poetry and 
impiety, but henceforward he is folely impious. One ar^ori 
might have thought that he alone wifhed to vomit forth 
more blafphemics and calumnies againft the God of 
Chriftianity, than had done the whole clafs of Celfi, 
or Porphyrii during all ages. In the numerous collec¬ 
tion of his works more than forty volumes in 8vo, Ro¬ 
mances, Diftionaries, Hiftories, Memoirs, Letters or 
Commentaries, flowed from his pen, imbittered .with 
rage and the wifh of crufhing Chrift. 

In this immenfe colleftion it would be in vain to feek his contra- 
any particular fyftem of Deifm, of Materialifm or Seep- diaions. 
ticifm. They all form one common mafs. We have 
feen him conjuring D’Alembert to unite all thefe diver¬ 
ging fefts in the common attack againft Chrift, and 
his own heart may be faid to have been their focus. 

He cared not from whence arofe the ftorm, or whofe 
the hand that ftruck, for the fubverflon of the altar 
was his only aim. The religious authors and we our- 
felves, have fhown him fickle in his fyftems and daily- 
adopting new opinions, and that from his own works ;f 
one beheld twenty different men in him alone, but each 
of them equally hateful. Rage accounts for his con- 

* Letter to Damilaville, 15th June 176a. 

+ See the Heivian Letters, and particularly letter 34 and 42® 
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traditions ; his hypocrlfy even flows from the fame 
fource. This latter phenomenon is not fufficiently 
known, it mud have its page in hiftory ; but let Vol¬ 
taire himfelf fpeak as to the extent and original caufc 
of fo bafe a condut. 

During that inundation of Antichriflian books in 
po^crify^mi government would fometimes, though remifl- 

Lnimun- cognizance of their authors. Voltaire himfelf 

ions. had been profecuted, on account of hiv^firft. impious 
writings. When declared premier chief, he thought 
that more caution became his pre-eminence left any le¬ 
gal proof fliould be acquired of his impiety. The bet¬ 
ter to attack, and the more fecurely to cvuJId Chrifly he 
conceals himfelf under his very banners ; frequenting 
his temples, being prefent at his myfteries, receiving 
into his mouth the God he blafphemed : and if annu¬ 
ally at Eafter he received, it was but to blafpheme his 
God more audacioufly. To fo monftrous an accufation^ 
unconteftible proofs muft be brought. 

On the 15 th of Jan. 1761, Voltaire fends a perfor¬ 
mance, I know not what, but which the editor of hi$ 
works fuppofes to be an epiftle to Mademoifelle Clairon 
a famous a^frefs in thofe days, to one of his female 
adepts, the Countefs of Argental, whom'he ftyles his 
angel. Beyond a doubt it was a moft fcandalous pro- 
du£lion, finceonly the chofen of the eleft are favoured 
with it, or rather that Voltaire dares fend it to. In 
fine, whatever was the fubjeft, it was accompanied 
with the following letter. 

Will you amufe yourfelf with the perufal of this 
“ ferap; will you read it to Mademoifelle Clairon ? 
None but yourfelf and the Duke de Choifeul are in 
pofleflion of it : you will prefently tell me that I grow 
very daring and rather wicked in my old age : wick- 
ed! No, I turn Minos, I judge the perverfe. But 
take care of yourfelf. There are people who do not 
forgive.—I know it, and I am like them. I am now 
fixty-feven years old, I go to the parochial mafs. I 
edify my people. I am building a church, I receive 
communion^ and I will be buried there, zounds, in 
fpite of all the hypocrites. I believe in Jefus Chrift 
confubftantial with God, in the Virgin Mary mother 
of God.—Ye bafe perfecutors what have you to fay 
to me.—But you have written the Pucelle—No, I 
never did.—It is you who are the author of it, it was 
^ you gave ears to Joanns palfrey.—I am a good Chrif- 
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« tiani .a faithful fervant of the king, a good lord of 
« the parifti and a proper tutor for a daughter. I make 
curates and Jefuits tremble. I do what I pleafe with 
** my little province as big as the palm of my hand 
** (his eftate extended about fix miles *,) I am a man to 
<< difpofe of the Pope whenever I pleafe.—Well, ye 
raggamuffins, what have you to fay to me.—^Thefe, 
my dear angels, are the anfwers, I would make to 
the Fantins, Grifels, Guyons or to the little black 
monkey, &c. &c.’' 

The female adepts might laugh at the tone and ftyle 
of fuch a letter, but will the judicious reader fee it in 
any other light, than as the produftion of an infolent 
old man, who proud of his protedlions is neverthelefs 
determined to impudently lie, and to fet forth the mofl 
orthodox profeflion of faith, fhould the religious au¬ 
thors accufe him of impiety, to combat the laws with 
denials or his facrilegious commumons ; and the infidel 
talks of hypocrites and bafe cowards ! 

Such odious artifice feems to have fhocked the Count 
D’Argental himfelf, for on the i6th of January follow¬ 
ing, Voltaire writes to him, “ That had he a hundred 
thoufand men he knows what ufe he would make of 
them -y but as I have .them not, I will receive at EaJ- 
tery and you may call me hypocrite as much as you pleafe \ 
yes by God I will receive the facrament, and that in 
“ company with Mad. Denis and Mademoifelle Cor- 
“ neille, and if you fay much, I will put the 'Tantu 7 n 
ergo into verfe and that in crofs rhimes.” 

It appears that many more of the adepts were aftia- 
med of this meannefs in their chief. He at length 
thinks himlelf bound to write to D’Alembert on the fub- 
je 61 , and tells him,I know there are people who fpeak 
“ ill of my Eafter devotions. It is a penance I mufl: 
‘‘ refign myfelf to, in expiation of my fins.— TeSy I have 
received my Eajier communmiy and what is morey Ipre^ 
‘‘ fented inperfoHy the hallowed bread ; after this, I could 
boldly defy both Molinifts and Janfenifts.”* 

If thefe lad words do not fufficiently declare the mo¬ 
tives of his hypocrify, the following letter, again to 
D’Alembert, will do away all doubt. It is only three 
days poderior to the laft. In your opinion, what are 
“ the fages to do when they are furrounded by fenfelefs 
barbarians ? There are times when one mujl imitate 


* a7th of April 176?. 
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their dijiortions and fpeak their language, Mutemus cly-^ 
peos (let us change our bucklers.) In fine, what I 
** have done this year, I have already donefeveral times^ 
and pleafe God 1 will do it again.”f This is the fame 
letter in which he particularly recommends that the myf’- 
teries of Mytra Jloould net be divulged^ and concludes it 
with this terrible fentence again ft Chrlftianity, For the 
motif er muf fall pierced by a hundred invincible hands ; ycSj 
let it fall beneath a thonfand repeated blo%os. 

With this profound diflimulaiion,! Voltaire combi¬ 
ned all that dark-dealing activity, wdrich the oath of 
crufhing the God of Chriftianity could fuggeft to the 
premier chief of the Aiitichriftian Sophifters. Not 
content with his partial attacks, he had recourfe to 
whole legions of adepts from the eaft to the weft; he 
His ref encouraged them, he prefled and ftimulated them in this 
fing exhor- Warfare. Prefent every where by his correfpondence, he 
rations to would write to one, ‘‘ Prevail on all the brethren, to 
the adepts, cc purfue the ^vretchin their difeottrfes and in their ivvitingSy 
*ivithout allowing him one moment's refpite^^ To anoth¬ 
er he would fay, mahe as much as pofibhy the mof pru-- 
dent efforts to crufh the wretch,^^ Should he obferve 
any of the adepts lefs ardent than himfelf, he would ex¬ 
tend his Philiipics to all : «« They forget (fays he) that the 
mof material occupation ought to he to crifo the monferV^ 
The reader has not forgotten that monfter, wretch and 

iftof May 1768. 

j If J am to credit men who knew Voltaire in the earlier part 
Of his literary triumphs, he was then no ftranger to this profound 
hypocrify. The following is an anecdote I learned of men who 
knew him well. By one of thofc fantaftical chances, Voltaire 
had a brother, an arrant Janfen ft, profefling all that aufterity of 
manners which that feft afferted. The Abbe Arouetheir toa 
confiderable fortune would not fee his impious brother, and open¬ 
ly faid that he would n®t leave him a halfpenny. But his health 
was weak, and his life could be of no long duration, Voltaire 
had not given up all hopes of the inheritance ; he turns janfenift 
and ads the devotee ; onafudden he appears in the Janfeniftical 
garb, with a laige flouched hat, he runs from church 10 church. 
He took care to choofe the fame hours as the Abbe Arouet, and 
there with a deportment as contrite and humble as Deacon Paris 
himfelf, kneeling in the middle of the church, or ftanding with 
his arms crofTed on his breaft, his eyes caft on the ground, on the 
altar or on the Chriftian orator, he would hearken or pray with 
all the cosnpundion of the penitent finner reclaimed from his er¬ 
rors. The Abbe believed in his brother’s converfion, exhorted 
him to perfevere and died leaving him all his fortune. But the 
Janfenift’s caQi was all that Voltaire retained of his conyerfion. 

§ See letters to Thiriot, Saurin and Damilaville. 
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Chrifl: or religion, are fynonimous in his mouth. Sa¬ 
tan could not have been more ardent, when, in the war 
of hell againft heaven, he fought to ftir up his legions 
againdthe Word ; he could not more urgently exclaim, 
we mud triumph over the Word or meanly ferve : fhame 
in defeat, could not be exprefled more forcibly by Satan 
thanby Voltaire, when he cries out to his adepts, Suc^ 
is our pojttion^ that nvehe the execration of mankind^ 
if (in this war againd Chrid) ^e have not the better fort 
of people oncur ftde; we mud therefore gain them 
cod w’hat it will ; criifi the wretch^ I tell you, then 
crufh the wretchP^ 

So much zeal had made him the idol of the party. His corref- 
The adepts flocked from all parts to fee him, and went pondcnce, 
away fired with his rage. Thofe who could not approach 
him, confulted him, laid their doubts before him; 
would crave to know whether there really was a God, 
if they really had a foul. Voltaire, who knew nothing 
of the matter, fmiled at his own power, but always an- 
fwered that the God of the Chridians was to be crufh- 
ed. Such w'ere the letters he received every wcek.f 
He wrote himfelf a prodigious number in the fame biaf- 
phemous dyle. One mud have feen the colle 61 :ion, to 
believe that the heart or hatred of one Angle man could 
diftate, or that his hand could pen them, and that 
without alluding to his many other biafphemous works. 

In his den at ‘Ferney, he would be informed of, and 
fee all; he would even dire 61 : every thing that related to 
the confpiracy. Kings, princes, dukes, marquifk^s, 
petty authors or citizens, might w'rite to him, provided 
they were but impious. He would anfwer them all, 
drengthen them, and encourage them in their impiety. 

In fine, to his extreme old age, his life was that of a le¬ 
gion of devils, whofe foie and continued objeef, was to 
crufh Chrid and overthrow his altar. 

Frederick the Sopliider, though on a throne, was Frederick’* 
not lefs aiSfive, nor lefs adonlfhing for his aftivity. 

This man, who alone did for his dates all that a king 
could do, and more even than both king and miniders 
in mod other countries do, out-dripped the Sophiders 
alfo, in their Antichridian deeds. As a chief of the 
confpiracy, his part, or folly, was to fee and prote£l: 
the inferior adepts, if any of them chanced to fall Vic¬ 
tims to what was called fanaticifm. When the Abbe 

* Let. to D’Alembert, 129. 

d* Voltaire’s let. to Mad. du Defiant, 22d July 1761. 


100 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSpIRAiv. 


Defprades was obliged to fly- the cenfures of the Sor- 
bonne and the decrees of the parliament, the fophifti- 
cal monarch prefents him with a canonicate at Breflaw.* 
A hair-brained youth flijs the vengeance of the laws> 
after having broken the public monuments of religion, 
he is received, and the colours of a regiment are entruf- 
ted to his hands.f His treafures are exhaufted for his 
armies, but not fo for the adepts. In the very height 
of war, their penfions, and particularly D’Alembert^s, 
are regularly paid. 

He was fometimes feen to lay afide the Sophifter, 
and think it beneath a monarch to be conne6ted with a 
fet of blackguardsy coxcombs and viftonary fools.\ But 
thofe were little fallies which the Sophifters eaGly over¬ 
looked y his philofophifm w'ould return, he was one of 
their’s again, and his hatred to Chriftianity would once 
more engage his whole attention. He would then fpur 
on Voltaire himfelf ; he would urge and folicit him 
impatiently for new writings, and the more impious the 
work, the more he approved of it. Then*with Vol¬ 
taire and D’Alembert, he would demean himfelf even 
to their artifices ; he would above all admire the hand 
that flruck unfeen, or as he exprefTeg himfelf, that 
method of filliping the wretchy w^hile loading him with 
civilities.§ 

Then affuming the charafter of bafe flattery, he 
would ftylc Voltaire the God of Philofophy. He 
would figure him afeending Olympus, loaded and 
fatiated with glory, the conqueror of the ^vretch, fup- 
ported by the genii of Lucretius and Sophocles, of 
Virgil and Locke, feated on a car beaming with 
light, and placed between Newton and Epicurus.”|| * 
He paid homage to him for the Antichriftian revolution, 
which he faw pi'eparing.^ Unable to triumph by fo 
many titles himfelf, he would acquire that of being 
laborious, and all thofe impious works whether in rhyme 
or in profs, and publifliecl under his name, are not the 
only produftions of the royal Sophifter. Many are 
thofe which he privately ulliered into circulation, and 
which never could have been thought to be thofe of a 
man who had the duties of the throne to fulfil. Such, 
for example, that extract of Bayle, more impious than 
Baylc himfelf ; he only rejefls the ufelefs articles, in 

* Voltaire to D’Alembert, a and 3. -f Ibid. an. 
i His Dialogues of the Dead. § t 6 March 1771. 

11 a5th Nov. X766. ^ t Let. 154, anno 1767, 
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order to condenfe the poifon of the reft. His Ahakiay 
and that Difcourfe on the Hiflory of the Churchy fo much 
extolled as well as Jts preface, by the abettors of im¬ 
piety. In fine, fuch were his numberlefs produ£lions, 
in which Voltaire finds no other fault but the eternal 
repetitions (like his own,) of the fame arguments 
againft religion.’*’ 

Hence we fee that it was not enough for Frederick to 
forward the confpiracy by his counfels; to give refuge 
to its agents ; but he would alfo, by his conftancy and 
application to infe£l Europe with his impieties, attain 
to the rank of chief. If he was inferior to Voltaire, 
it was by his talents, and not from his hatred ; but had 
Voltaire been deftitute of the fupport of a Frederick, 
he could not have rifen to the height he did. Poftef- 
fed of the fecret, he would willingly have initiated all 
kings to the myfteries of the confpiracy, and of all, he 
was the king who gave it the chief fupport. His ex¬ 
ample was ftill more powerful than his writings, and it 
may be juftly faid that, his reign was that of the feep- 
tered infidel. 

Placed in an humbler fphere, Diderot and D’AIem- * 

bert began their miflion, or parts, by a game, which 
well charafterized their apoftlefliip. Both were already 
aftuated by its zeal, but neither had yet acquired that 
reputation which they afterwards gained, more by their - 
impiety, than by their abilities. The cofFee-houfes of . 

Paris were their fitft ftage. There unknown, firft in | 
one then in another, they would begin an argument on 
religious matters, Diderot the aflailantand D’Alembert 
the defendant. The obje£tion was forcible and point¬ 
ed, the energy and tone of Diderot w^as invincible. 

The reply was weak, but made with all the apparent 
candour of a Chriftian, who wiftied to maintain the ) 
honor and truth of his religion. The idle Parifians, 
who generally reforted to thefe places, w^ould hearken | 
or admire, and fometimes take a part in the difpute. 

Diderot then infifted, refumed and prefled the argu¬ 
ment. D’Alembert in return, owned that the difficulty 
appeared unanfwerable, and then withdrew as if afha- j 
med, and regretting, that neither his divinity, nor his [ 
love for religion, could furnifh him with arguments for ' 
its defence. Soon after our two friends would meet to | 
felicitate each other on the good fuccefs of their fham 

* CorrefpondcBce of Voltaire and King of Pruflia, let. 133, 

15 1 ; 159 ; 
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confiift, and on the impreOlon they had made upon the 
croud of ignorant hearers, who had been completely 
duped. They made a frefh appointment; the difputc 
/ was taken up again, the hypocritical advocate for reli- 
' gion, makes a new difpiay of his zeal, but fubmits to 
the fuperior arguments of Atheifm. At length the 
j police, informed of their game, attempted to put a flop 
to it : but it was too late; thefe fophifms had fpread 
through the difFerent focieties, never more to be eradi¬ 
cated. Hence arofe, in great part, that fury which 
1 foon became fafliionable, with all the youth of Paris, 
of difputing on matters of faith, and that ftill greater 
' folly of looking on objedfions as infuperable, which 
immediately difappear when in fearch of truth, we feek 
to know it, and follow it in fpite of thofe pafTions which 
militate againft it. It was on this occafion, of the cof- 
fee-houfe difputations, that the lieutenant of the police, 
upbraiding Diderot with propagating Atheifm, that 
madman proudly anfwered. It is true^ 1 am an Aiheijly 
and I glory in it. Why Sir, replied the minifter, you 
would know, were you in my place, that had no God 
exifted, it would be necelTary to have invented one. 

However much the brain of this Atheift might have 
been heated, the fear of the Baftiile put a period to his 
apoftlefhip. The minifter would have been more cor- 
redl in his office, had he threatened him with Bedlam. 
We refer the reader to the Helvian Letters, where are 
recorded his numberlefs titles to a place there.* He 
was in reality the boafting madman of the confpiracy. 
They wanted a man of this caft, who would utter all 
the abfurd and contradiftory impieties which his brain 
could invent. Such are thofe ideas with which he fil¬ 
led his difFerent writings, his pretended Philofophic 
Thoughtsy his Letter on the Blindy his Code and his ^yjlem 
of Nature. 

This laft work gave great offence to Frederick, who 
even refuted it, for reafons we fliall explain in the An- 
timonarchlal Confpiracy. And indeed D’Alembert 
always kept the authors name a profound fecret. He 
would not even own it to Voltaire, though he was as 
well acquainted with it as myfelf. Diderot was not 
the foie author of this famous fyflem. To build this 
chaos of nature, which deftitute of inielUgencey had 
made man intelligent, he had affociated with two other 

* Let. 57 and 5S. 
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SophifterSj whofe names I will not hazard, for fear of 
error, not paying fufficient attention to them to be cer» 
tain ; but as to Diderot, I am fure, being previoufly 
acquainted with him. It was he who fold the manu^ 
feript, to be printed out of France, for the fum of one 
thoufand livres. I know the fa£l from the man who 
paid them and owned it, when he had learned to better 
know thofe impious Sophiflers. 

Notwithftanding all thefc follies, Diderot, was not 
the lefs, in Voltaire’s eyes, illujfrious philofephery the 
brave Diderot^ and one of the moft ufeful knights of the 
confpiracy.* The confpirators proclaimed him the 
Great Man ; they fent him to foreign courts as the 
Admirable Man ; and when he had been guilty of fomc 
notable piece of folly, they were filent, or even dif- 
owned him. This was the cafe in particular, when at 
the court of the Emprefs of Ruflia. 

Formerly at all courts, a fool was kept for their 
amufement; fafhion had fubftituted a French philofo- 
pher, and little had been gained in point of common 
ienfe. But the Emprefs Catherine, foon perceived that 
much might be loft with refpeft to public tranquillity. 
She had fent for Diderot, ihe judged his imagination to 
he inexhaujlihle. She clafTed him among the mojl extraor^ 
dinary men that ever exijled,\ She was correft in her 
judgment, for Diderot behaved himfelf in fuch an ex¬ 
traordinary manner, that her majefty thought it necef- 
fary to fend him back to the place he came from. He 
comforted himfelf for his difgrace, with the idea that 
the Ruffians were not yet ripe for the fublimity of hi^ 
philofophy. He fets off for Paris in a bannian, wdth a 
velvet cap on his head. His footman, like a king at 
arms preceded, and when they were to pafs through 
any town or village, he would cry out to the gazing mul¬ 
titude, it is Diderot the great man that paffes 4 Such 
was his equipage from Peterfburg to Paris. There he 
was, to fupport the charafter of the extraordinary man, 
whether writing in his ftudy, or dealing out in divers 
companies, his philofophic abfurdities \ always the bo- 
fom friend of D’Alembert, and the admiration of the 
other Sophifters. He finiftied his apoftlefhip by his 

* Let. from Voltaire to Diderot, ajth of Dec. 1761, and t9 
Damilaville, 1765, &c. 

+ Catherine to Voltaire, let. 134, anno. 1774. 

X Feller’s Hiftorical Di^ionary. 

Vol I, 
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D’Alem¬ 
bert’s fer- 
vices. 


Life of Seneca^ in which he fees no other difference be¬ 
tween him and his dog but that of their drefs : and by 
his Ne^u Philofophical LhoughtSj where God is fuppofed 
to be the Animal Prototype^ and mortals fo many little 
particles flowing from this great animal, and fucceffively 
metamorphofed into all forts of animals until the end 
of time, whence they are all ’to return to the diving 
fubftance, w'hence they had originally emanated.* 

Diderot would madly utter all thofe abfurdities, which 
Voltaire would impioufly alTert. None gained credit it 
is true, but religious truths were enfeebled by thefe af- 
fertions wrapped in frothy difcourfe and philofophic 
pomp- Men ceafed to believe the Religion of Chriftj 
ever reviled in thefe writings, and that was all the So- 
phifters aimed at. Hence was the part which Diderot 
acffed, fo effential to the confpiracy. 

Who can combine this antichriftian zeal, ever boiling 
ever emphatic when his imagination, is heated, with 
that real admiration which he often expreflTed for the 
Gofpel. The following is an anecdote I had from Mr. 
Beauzet, a member of the academy. One day going 
to fee Diderot, he found him explaining a chapter of 
the Gofpel to his daughter, as ferioufly and with the 
concern of the moft Chriftian parent. Mr. Beauzet 
expreflTed his furprize. I underftand you, faid Di- 

derot, but in truth where could I find, or what bet- 
« ter leflTons could 1 give her ?” 

D’Alembert would never have made fuch an avowal. 
Though the conftant friend of Diderot we find through¬ 
out their lives, and their philofophic courfe, that fame 
difference which marked their firft eflays in the apoftle- 
fliip. Diderot fpoke ourwhatever he thought for the 
moment, D’Alembert never but what he wifhed to fay. 
I will defy any one to find his real opinion on God or 
on the fouly elfewhere than in his private correfpond-! 
ence with the confpirators. His works have all the 
darknefs and cunning of iniquity, but he is the fox that 
infedfs and then burrows himfelf. Eafier would it be 
to follow the twiftings of the eel, or trace the windings 
of the ferpent gliding through the grafs, than the 
tortuous courfe he follows in thofe writings which he 
owns.f 

* New Philofophical Thoughts, page 17 and 18. The whole 
is expofed in the Helvian Letters, No. 49. 

f From the criticifm made of his works in our Helvian Let¬ 
ters j the refult is this; D’Alembert will never declare himfelf % 



THE AHTICHEISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


105 


Nobody was ever more true to Voltaire’s maxim of 
Jirtkey but hide your hand. The avowal he makes of his 
bows to religion, while he is ftriving to pull it to pieces,* 
might difpenfe the hiftorian from feekiug thofe nume¬ 
rous proofs with which the works of this Sophiftcr 
abound. To make himfelf amends for this perpetual 
reftraint under which, from his difTimulation, he was 
forced himfelf to write, by means of his pupils or in 
their produdlions he would (peak more daringly. When 
he returned them their works, he would artfully infin- 
uate an article or plan a preface, but fo much the worfc 
for the pupil, if he underwent the puiiiflimeht incur¬ 
red by the mafler. Morellet, as yet a youthj though 
already a graduate among the divines of the Encyclope¬ 
dia, had juft publifhed his firft eflay, in philofophifm. 
This was a manual with which Voltaire was enchanted ; 
above all he valued the Preface, it was one of the finejl 
lajhes ever given by Protagoras. The youth was taken 
up and fent to the Baftile. The real Protagoras or 
D’Alembert, who had fo well taught him the art of 
lajhing never owned the whip, as may be fuppofed.f 

fceptic, or whether he knows of the cxiftence of a Cod or not. 
He will even let yovs think that he believes in God ; but will be¬ 
gin by attacking certain proofs of a Deity ; he will tell you that 
through zeal for the Deity, man muft know how to chooft among 
thole proofs. He will end by attacking them all, with 2iy€s on 
one objedt, and a a little later on the lame ; he will entangle 
the minds of his readers, he will raife doubts in them, andfmile 
to fee them fallen without perceiving it, into the very fnare he 
had prepared for them. He never tells you to attack religion, 
but he will tempt you with a Hand of arms, or place them in 
your hands ready for combat. (See his Elenients of Philofophy 
and our Hehian Letteri , No. 3 7.J) He will never declaim againft 
the morality of the church or the commandments of God, but 
he will tell you that there does nU e^iji a fingle cateckifm o 7 i mo¬ 
rality ^ fitted to the capacities of youth ; and that it is to be hoped 
there will at length appear a Philofopher who.will confer that 
gift (See ;^fem. of Phil. No. 12.,} He will not pretend to deny 
the iweets of virtue, but he will tell you, “ that all philofophcrs 
“ would have better known our nature, had they been faiisfied 
with fimply confining the happinefs of this life to the exemp- 
“ tion from pain.’’ (Preface of the Ejicyclopedia.) He will 
not offend his reader by obfcene dcfcriptions, but he will tell 
him. Art. happiness, “ Men all agree as to the nature of hap- 
pinefs ; they declare it to be the fame as pleafure, or at leaft 
that they are indebted to pleafure for all that is moft delicious 
“ in it.” And thus his young pupil is transformed into an Epi¬ 
curean without knowing it. 

* Let. to Voltaire, No. 151. 

f Letter from D’Alembert to Voltaire, anno. 1760, and of 
Voltaire to Thiriot, .26th Jan. 1762. 
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On the whole, D’Alembert would have been but of 
little ufc to the confpirators, had he confined himfclf 
to his pen. In fpite of his quibbling ftyle and of his 
epigrams, his talent of wearying his readers left them 
an antidote. Voltaire, by giving him another miflion 
\vith\^Sn- genius better. He had referved to himfelf 

rngyouth. tbe minifters, dukes, princes and kings, and all thofe 
fufficientiy initiated to forward the confpiracy. But 
charged D’Alembert, with the care of trainiiTg the 
young adepts : Endeavor^^ he writes exprefsly, en* 
deavoitr on your party to enlighten youth as much as you 
are ahle^'^ 

Never was miffion more aftively, more zealoufly, 
nor more ably fulfilled. It is even to be remarked, that 
however hidden D’Alembert may have been in all the 
other parts he a6led in the confpiracy, he was notaverfe 
to having his zeal in this particular rather obferved. 
He was the general proteflor of all young men who 
came to Paris poflefled of any talent. Had they any 
fortune of their own, he dazzled them with crowns, 
premiums, or even with the academic feats, of which 
he abfolutely difpofed, either as perpetual fecretary, or 
as irrefiflible in all thofe petty intrigues wherein he fo 
much excelled. The reader has already feen what a 
party-ftroke it was for the ..confpirators, to have filled 
this tribunal of European Mandarines prefiding over 
the empire of letters, with their adepts. But his power 
in this extended far beyond Paris. • He writes to Vol¬ 
taire, I have juft got Helvetius and the Chevalier de 
Jeaucourt, admitted into the academy at Berlin.” 
D’Alembert was particularly attentive to fuch of the 
adepts as were intended to train others, or to fulfil the 
fundions of private or public profeflbrs, or of tutors 
in private families ; but particularly in the latter, when 
the pupil, by his rank or wealth, could hereafter be a 
protedlor of the confpirators, or more amply remune¬ 
rate his teacher. This was the true method of imbi¬ 
bing youth with the real principles of the confpiracy. 
D’Alembert was perfectly aware of its importance, 
and judged his means fo well that he fucceeded in 
fpreading fuch tutors and preceptors, throughout all 
the countries of Europe, and deferved the title of the 
moft fortunate propagator of phllofophifm. 

The proofs he cites of their progrefs, will fuffice to 
{how the choice he had made. << There is my dear 

* 15th September, 176^. 
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philofopher, he exultingly writes to Voltaire, there 
is what was pronounced at Caflel on the 8th of A- 
pril, in prefence of his highnefs the Landgrave of 
Hefle Caflel, of fix princes of the empire and of a 
« mod numerous aflTembiy by aprofejfor of hiftory nvhicb 
« I gave to his Highnefs the LandgraveT This was a 
difcourfe full of the grofTt-ft invedlives againft the 
church and the clergy as obfcure fanaticsy ye praters cro^^ 
ftered or unmitredy with or without a cowl; and fuch was 
the ftyle of the profeflTor, fuch the proofs adduced by 
D’Alembert of the viftories daily gained by his adepts 
over religious ideas, and of the fentiments they inftil- 
led into their pupils."* 

It imported above all to the confpirators to place fuch 
tutors about young princes and children hereafter defti- 
ned to govern nations. The correfpondence of Vol¬ 
taire and D’Alembert lays open their intrigues on this 
point and what powerful fuppbrt they expeded from it. 

The court of Parma was feeking men worthy of pre- 
fiding over the education of the young Infant. In pla^ 
cing the Abbes de Condilhac and de Leire at the head 
of his inftrudlors they flattered themfelves with having 
fucceeded, as they little thought that thefe two men 
were to infpire the young prince with the irreligious 
ideas of the Sophiflers. The Abbe de Condilhac in 
particular, had by no means the reputation of an En- 
cyclopedian philofopher. It was even late when they 
became fenfible of their error, which could only be 
remedied by the total fubverfion of all that thefe two 
tutors had done. The whole would have been forefeeil, 
had they known thajt Condilhac was the particular friend 
of D’Alembert, who always looked up to him as a man 
precious to the felf-created philofophers, or had they 
known that the choice of thefe two men, was only the 
efFeft of an intrigue in which Voltaire glories, when 
he writes to D’Alembert, It appears to me that the 
« Parmefan child will be well furrounded. He will 
have a Condilhac and a de Leire. If with all that 
«« he is a bigot, grace muft be powerful indeed.”f 
Thefe wifhes and artifices of the fe£l:. were fo well 
handed down, that in fpite of Louis the XVIth’s at¬ 
tachment to religion, they fought to place new Con- 
dilhacs about the heir to the crown ; they fucceeded in 

* Letter 78, anno 1773. 

•f Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, No. 77, and from 
D’Alembert, No. 151. 
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difcarding every bifliop from the education of the young 
Dauphin, they would have willingly excluded all eccle^ 
fiaftics *, but defpairing of fo complete a fuccefs, they 
fought to make the choice fall on fome clergyman, who, 

' like Condilhac, would infpire the illuftrious pupil with 
all the principles of the Sophifters. I am acquainted 
with one of thofe men whom they dared, to tamper 
with. They oiFer<^d him the place of tutor to the Dau¬ 
phin, being, as they faid, fure of getting it for him, and 
of thereby making his fortune ; hut on condition that 
wlien he taught the young prince his Catechifm, he 
would take care to infinuate, that all religious doftrine, 
as well as all the myfteries of Chriflianity were only 
prejudices and popular errors, which a prince ihould be 
informed of, but never credit *, and that in his private 
lelTons he would inftil, as true dodtrine, all the errors 
of philofophifm. Fortunately this prieft arifwered, that 
he knew not how to facrifice his duty to his fortune y 
more fortunately ftill Louis XVL was not a man to.en¬ 
courage fuch intrigues. The Duke D’Harcourt, named 
to prefide at the education of the Dauphin, took the 
advice of fome bifhops, and chofe, to read.ledlures on 
religion to his pupil, a clergyman perfedtly competent 
to the talk, as he was then fuperior of the College of 
La Fleche. Alas ! why mufl we felicitate this; tender 
youth on his death though premature. When the So¬ 
phifters of incredulity could not yet flatter themfelves 
with the fubverfion of the throne of his anceftors, were 
they not infufing their poifons to transform him at leaft 
into an impious king And when the throne was over¬ 
turned, would he, more than his young brother, have 
cfcaped the hands of the Sophifters of rebellion. 

Many other adepts, with* the fame zeal to enthrone 
philofophifm and to prepare the way for the Antichris¬ 
tian Revolution, indiversother courts, fhowed the fame 
adlivity. At Peterfburg they had befet the Emprefs \ 
they had perfunded her that lome Sophifter, and that 
of the firft clafs, ought to be entrufted with the educa¬ 
tion of her fon. D’Alembert was named, and the 
Count Schouvallow is or^Iered by his fovereign to make 
the propofal in her name. , D’Alembert (imply received 
the ofler as a proof that^ Voltaire had no reafon to he dif~^ 
pleafed *with his mijftony and that philofophy ^vas fcnjihly 
reaching the throne,"^ Whatever advantages he might 

Let. io6 and X07, anno 1762. 
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have expefted to reap from fuch a commiflion, he pru¬ 
dently declined ; he preferred the-petty empire he fway- 
ed in Paris, as chief of the adepts, to the precarious fa¬ 
vor of courts, and of that in particular whofe diftance 
from the center of the confpiracy, could not have per^* 
mitted him to a£l the fame part in it. 

• King of the young adepts, he did not confine his 
prote^lion to thofe of Paris alone, but to the romoteft 
parts of Pwuflia would he extend his paternal care *, he 
would follow their progrefs, their deftiny, or protect 
them in adverfity. When he found his power infuffi- 
cient, he would have recourfe to Voltaire’s credit ; he 
would write, for inftance : “ The poor Bertrand is not 
lucky. He had petitioned fair Kate (the Emprefs of 
Ruflia) to reftore to liberty five or fix giddy-headed 
Velches. He had conjured her, in the name of phi- 
lofophy ; he had drawn up, under that facred name, 
the mofl eloquent pleading that from memory of mon- 
<< key was ever made, and Kate pretends not to under- 
ftand it.”* This was as much as to fay to Voltaire, 
try in your turn whether .you can fucceed better, and 
do for them what you have fo often done for other 
adepts whofe misfortunes I have made known to you. 

This underftanfting equally fubfifted in all that re- How he 
warded the confpiracy ; little fatisfied with pointin? out Vol- 
works that were to be refuted, or with giving the fketch 
of fome new impious work, he would alfo be the fpy 
over every religious author. It has often been an objc<^i 
of furprife, to fee Voltaire, fo familiar with the anec¬ 
dotes of the private lives of thofe whofe works he pre¬ 
tended to refute, though generally they are flanderous, 
fometimes ridiculous, but always foreign to thequeftion. 

He was indebted to D’Alembert for them. Whether 
true or falfe, the latter always chofe fuch as could at- ' 
tach' ridicule to the perfon of the authors, knowing 
how well Voltaire could fubftitute ridicule for proof, 
or for found argument. Thofe who doubt of this faft, 
may confulc D’Alembert’s letters on the Pere Bertier, 
or the Abbe Guenee, whom Voltaire, himfelf, could 
not but admire, or in thofe concerning MelTrs. le Franc, 

Caveirac orSabbatier, and on many others whom Vol¬ 
taire hardly ever combats, but with the weapons D’A¬ 
lembert had furnifhed him with. 

On his fide Voltaire fpared nothing which could raife His petty 
the confideration of D’Alembert.* He would recom- Societies < 

and clup«. 

* I^ctter 88, anno 1773, 
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mend him to all his friends *, he would introduce him 
into every little fociety, or petty philofophic club, for 
thefe were already forming in Paris, to be one day ab** 
forbed by the great club of the Jacobins. Some indeed 
would have been ftyled ariftocratical, as they were the 
weekly meetings of counts^ marquijfes or chevaliers^ per- 
fonages already too confequential to bend their knee be* 
fore the altar of their God. Here would they debate on 
prejudices, fuperftition or fanaticifm. They would 
feoff at I. C. and his priefts, or fmile at the firaplicity 
of the adoring populace. They alfo thought of fha* 
king off the yoke of religion, leaving indeed, juft what 
was neceffary to keep t^e rabble in awe. The female 
adept, the Countefs du Deffant held the chair, and con* 
tinned her philofophic education under the particular 
direftion of Voltaire, by whofe orders Ihe ftudies Ra¬ 
belais, Polymbrock, Hume, the Tale of the Tub, and 
fuch like romances.* 

D'Alembert was far from being at his eafe in thefe 
ariftocratical clubs, he even difliked this female adept. 
Voltaire on the contrary, knowing what advantages 
were to be drawn from them, wifhed him to belong to 
them all, and would introduce him by his letters. His 
introduftion was lefs difficult into fome other clubs. 


His plan 


and particularly into that where Mad. Necker prefided, 
when (he had fnatched the feeptre of philofophy from 
the hands of all the other adepts of her fex.f 

Our two chiefs, mutually helped each other by im¬ 
parting their plans for drawing off the people from 
their religion. One, in particular, moft certainly can- 


forrebulld- not be omitted in thefe memoirs, it denotes too well, 
intentions of the cohfpirators, it (hows how far 
their views extended. It is true, that it was not the, 
invention of D’Alembert, but he was aware of the 
advantages philofophifm would derive from it, and 
however ftrange the plan, he flattered himfelf with the 
execution of it. 


It is well known what ftrength the Chrlftian religion 
draws from the fulfilling of the prophecies, and par¬ 
ticularly from thofe of Daniel and of Chrift himfelf, 
on the fate of the Jews and of their temple. Julian 


* Letters of Voltaire to Mad.-Deffant, particularly 13th Oft, 
1759 - 

f See the correfpondence of D Alembert, let. 77, and follow¬ 
ing of Voltaire to Mad, Fontaine, Feb. 176Z, to D’Alem^ 
bert. No, 3?, anno 1770, 
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the apoftate, in order to give the lie to Chrift and to 
the prophet Daniel, had fought to rebuild the temple. 
It is alfo known that flames, burfting forth from the 
earth, at divers times and devouring the workmen, had 
obliged him to defift from the undertaking. Alem¬ 
bert was not ignorant of this a£t of the divine ven¬ 
geance, having been afcertained by a multitude of eye 
witncfTes. He had undoubtedly feen it recorded in Am- 
mianus Marcellinus 5 an author of unqueftionable au¬ 
thority, for he was a friend of Julian, and a Pagan like 
him. But this did not hinder him from writing to Vol¬ 
taire, You probably know, that at this prefent time, 
« there is at Berlin, one of the circumcifed, who ex- 
pefting Mahomet’s paradife, is in the mean time, 
gone to wait on your former difciple, in the name o£ 
« the Sultan Muftapha. In writing to that country 
the other day, I mentioned, that if the king would 
but juft fay a word, it would be a fine opportunity 
to have the temple of Jerufalem rebuilt.”* 

That word was not faid by the former difciple, and 
D’Alembert gives the following reafon to Voltaire. 
<*' I have no doubt but that we fhould have fucceeded 
in our negociation on the re-edification of the tem- 
pie of the Jews, if your former difciple had not been 
afraid of lofing fome circumcifed worthies, who 
would have carried away thirty or forty millions with 
them.”f Thus in fpite of all their inclination to 
give the lie to the God of the Chriftians, even to the 
fordid intereft of the confpirators, was to add a new 
proof to his doftrines. 

Eighteen years after Voltaire had not given up the 
plan, nor loft all hopes * of accomplifhing it. Seeing 
that D’Alembert had not fucceeded with Frederick, he 
endeavoured to prevail with the Emprefs of Ruflia. 
He writes to her, If your Majefty is in a regular cor- 
“ refpondence v/ith Aly Bey, I implore your protec- 
tion with him *, I have a little favor to afk of him, it 
is to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem, to recal the 
Jews, who will pay him a large tribute, and thereby 
“ make a mighty lord of hlm.”J 

Voltaire was nearly eighty when he ftill perfifted in 
this plan, by which he was to prove to the people, tliat 
Chrift and his prophets, were impofters. Frederick 


* 18th Dec. 1763. t a^thDec. 1763. % 6th July 1771^ 

Vol. I. R 
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and D’Alembert, were alfo far advanced in their career^ 
and the time was not far off, when they were to appear, 
before that very God whom they had daringly fly led 
wretch, and againft whom they had never ceafed to 
confpire. 

I have now laid before my readers^ the means, the 
conftancy with which they fought to overturn the altars^ 
to annihilate the dominion of the faith, tO deftroy th<? 
prieftsof that God, and to fubftitute the hatred and ig¬ 
nominy of him w'hom the Chriftians adore, to his reli¬ 
gion. I had promifed not fo much the hiftory, as th^ 
real demonftration of the confpiracy ; and whether 
tp its objedt, its extent, or its means, I have not refor- 
ted to herefay or vague report, for proof. My proofs 
are their own ; the comparifon of their letters, of their 
mutual communications, carries conviftion. My read¬ 
ers may henceforth reconcile this confpiracy, and it^ 
means, with that revolution operated by the Jacobins. 
They may already perceive, that the latter, in deftroy- 
ing the altars of Chrift, only execute the plots.of the 
Sophifters, their fore-runners and maftprs. 

Was there a temple to be overthrown, a depredatory 
decree againll the church, to be pafled by the Jacobins/ 
of which we have not already feen the plan !. Ar.e not 
the Marats and the Robefpierres, figured by Voltaire 
in his Hercules and Bellerophoii ? Or where whole na¬ 
tions are to be cruflied in hatred to Chriflianity, have 
we not feen the with formally exprefted by D’Alembert ? 
Every thing teaches us, the hatred of the father gain¬ 
ing ftrength in the breafl: of the fon, and the plots pro¬ 
pagating, that when force fhall coalefce with impiety 
they can only generate a race brutal and ferocious. 

But this fpree to be acquired by the confpirators fup- 
pofes a fuccefiive progrefs. Before it could throw ofF 
the mafk, it was requifite that the number of the adepts 
fhould be augmented, and that the arms of the multi¬ 
tude fhould be fecured to them. I am about to fliow 
their fucceffes under the reign of corruption, in the 
divers orders of fociety, during the lives of the chiefs^ 
Hence hiftory will hereafter more eafily conceive and 
explain what they were during the reign of terror and 
devaftation. 
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CHAP. XIL 

^rogrefs of the Confpiracy under Voltaire,—Firjl Clafs of 
Proteiiors,—Crowned Adepts, 


V oltaire’s grand objeft, as we have feen, was 

to hurry away that whole clafs of men, ftyled hiflorian 
by the confpirators the better fort, and inftil into their be 
minds his hatred for Chrift and his religion : to have 
left his gofpel to none but the rabble, and to them on¬ 
ly, in cafe they could not efface it from their minds. 

Under this denomination of better fort, they compre¬ 
hended all who were illudrious, either by power, rank 
or riches ; and, after them, all people of education or 
inftruiflion and hone(l citizens, ranking above what Vol¬ 
taire calls rabble, footmen, cooks, &c. It is an ob- 
fcrvation worthy the hiflorian, that the Antichriftian 
Confpiracy firfl makes its progrefs in the mod illuftri- 
ous part of this clafs > among princes, kings, empe¬ 
rors, minifters and courts 5 in fine, among thofe who 
may be ftyled the Great. 

If a writer dares not utter truths like thefe, let him 
throw afide his pen 5 he is unworthy of treating fuch 
important fubje<fls of hiftory. He who has not the 0 
courage to tell kings, that they were the firft: to league 
in the confpiracy againft: Chrifl and his religion, and 
that it is the fame God who has permitted the confpir¬ 
ators, firfl to threaten, fliake and filently undermine 
their thrones ; then openly to feoff at their authority. 

The man, I fay, who dares not hold fuch language is 
only abandoning the powers of the earth to their fatal 
blindnefs. They would continue to hearken to the im¬ 
pious, to protedl impiety, and fupport its dominion, to 
let it circulate and fpread from the palace to the city, 
from the towns to the country, from the mafler to the 
fervant; in fine, from the lords to the people. And 
would not fuch crimes call down vengeance from heav¬ 
en ? Will not heaven have too numerous crimes to 
avenge upon nations, not to curfe them with luxury 
and difeord, with ambition and confpiracies, or with 
all thofe fcourges which portend the downfall of na- 
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tions. Had the monarch alone, throughout his empire, 
raifed his head againfl: his God, who has told us that 
the crimes of the chief fhall not be avenged upon his 
people. Once more let the hiftorian be filent, if he 
dares not utter the truth. Should he feek the caufes 
of a revolution in its agents, he would meet a Necker, 
a Brienne, a Philippe D'Orleans, Mirabeaux, and Ro- 
befpierres y a confufion in the finances, fa£tions among 
the great, infubordination in the armies, the people 
agitated and difquieted, in fine feduced. Will he, for 
that, know from wlience thefe Nedeers, Mirabeaux, or 
Robefpierres, have arifen ; whence this confufion in fi¬ 
nance, this fpiritof fadlion, this infubordination of the 
armies, or the feduftion of the divers clafles of the 
Rate ? He will have feized but the lafl: thread of the 
confpiracy. He will have feen empires in their agony, 
but he will have overlooked that flow fever which con- 
fumes them, whiift the violence of the fit is referved 
to that lafl crifis w'hich precedes difiblution. He will 
deferibe the calamities which every one has feen, but 
will he be the nearer the remedy. Let the hiftorian re¬ 
veal the fecrets of the mafters of the earth, to ward 
from them the confpiracy which fhall fall back upon 
them 5 and we, what fecrets do we reveal, fecrcts pub¬ 
licly printed for thefe ten years paft, in their own cor- 
refpondence with the chfef of the confpiracy. It is 
too late to attack us on that point. Thofe letters were 
printed, to the great fcandal of the public, to difeover 
the favor of the impious man with the fovereigns of the 
earth ; and when we fhow this protediion avenged upon 
the fovereigns, it is not their fhame we are feeklng to 
divulge, it is their misfortunes and thofe of their peo¬ 
ple that we make known ; the remedy then fpontaneoufly 
manifefting itfelf, may avert or prevent, much greater 
evils. Such a motive is more than an equivalent, to all 
that could induce us to be filent. 

In the correfpondence of the confpirators there is 
more than one letter which depofes againft the Emperor 
Jofeph IL Jofeph II. with all the poflible evidence of fuch tefti- 
mony, that he was initiated and had been admitted into 
all the myfteries of the Antichriftian Confpiracy by 
Frederick. 

In the firft of thefe letters, Voltaire announced his 
victory in thefe terms : You have afforded me great 

pleafure by reducing the infinite to its real value. 

Buj: here is a thing far more interefting : Grimm af-r 
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furcs uSy that the Emperor is one of ours, That is fuchy^ 
for the Dutchefs' of Parma, his fifter, is againft us.'^* 
In another letter, Voltaire exulting in fo important 
a conqueft, writes to Frederick, “ A Bohemian of 
great wit and philofophy, called Grimm, has infor- 
med me that you had initiated the Emperor into our 
holy myfteries.^’f In a third in fine, Voltaire, after 
enumerating the princes and princefies whom he reck¬ 
oned among the adepts, adds thefe words : You 

have alfo flattered me with the Emperor’s being in 
the way of perdition ; that would be a good harvejl for 
philofophy, This alludes to a letter written by Fred¬ 
erick to Voltaire a few months before, in which he 
fays, “ I am fetting off for Silefia, and fliall meet 
the Emperor, who has invited me to his camp in 
Moravia ; not to fight as formerly, but to live as 
good neighbours. He is an amiable prince and full 
of merit. He likes your works and reads them as much 
as he can. He is the very reverfe of being fuperfitious. 
In fine, he is an Emperor fuch as Germany has not 
feen long fince. We neither of us like the ignorant 
and barbarous, but that is not a reafon for extermi- 
nating them.”§ 

Now that w^e are acquainted with Frederick’s idea of 
a prince. The very reverfe of being fuperfitious and who 
reads Voltaire^s works as much as he isabhy his encomiums 
are eafily underftood. They truly point out an Empe¬ 
ror fuch as Germany had not long fince beheld, in fine, 
an Emperor as irreligious as Frederick himfelf. Both 
the date and laft words. But that is not a reafon for ex^ 
terminating them^ recalls to mind a time when Frederick, 
thinking the Sophilters too daring and hafty, fought 
himfelf to reprefs their imprudence, left it might over¬ 
throw the whole political fyftem of governments. It 
was not yet time to erriploy fuperior force or to pafs the 
laf fentence. The war then refolved on between Fred¬ 
erick and Jofeph againft Chrift was not to be a war of 
Neros and Dioclefians ; it was to filently undermine. 
Such was that which Jofeph waged, as foon as the 
death of Maria Tercfa left him at liberty to aft. He 
carried it on with hypocrify, for Jofeph, as unbelieving 
as Frederick, wifhed to be looked upon as a very reli¬ 
gious prince, and would proteft that the flighteft attack 
^ on Chriftianity was the moft diftant from his ideas. 

* z8th of 0(fl, 1769. f No. 162, Nov. 1769. 
t Let.No. 181, 2ift ofNov. 1770. § iSth of Auguft 1770. 
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During his travels through Europe he continued to ap^ 
proach the facraments, and perform his Eafter devo¬ 
tions at Vienna and Naples, with that exterior piety, 
which could not feem to coincide with the hypocrify of 
thofe of Voltaire at Ferney. He carried his diflimula- 
tion fo far, that in palling through France, he refufed 
to call at Ferney, though v’ery near and expefted there 
by Voltaire. It is even faid, that in turning away he 
dffedledly faid, That he could not bear to Jee a mah^ whoj 
by calumniating religion had given the fevereji hlovj to hu~ 
inanity; what credit is to be given to thefe words, I 
will not pretend to decide, but certain it is, that the 
philofophcrs did not the Icfs look upon Jofeph as one 
of theirs. This flight of Voltaire was foon pardoried j 
they fpread every where, that His admiration had not 
diminifhed for the premier in impiety-, that he would 
have %Villiiigly vifited him, but that he had refrained 
through regard for his mother, *ivho at the folicitations 

the priejis^ had made hi in promife that he would not fee 
him during his journey.^ 

Notwithftanding his referve and his dllTimulation, ihe 
\var which Jofeph waged, foon became one of author¬ 
ity and opprefhon, of rapine and violence, and was 
well nigh ending in the exterrhination of Iiis owri fub- 
Jefls. He began by the fuppreflion of a large number 
of monafteries \ this we have feen was a leading fea¬ 
ture in Frederick’s plan ; he feized on a greaf part of 
the ecclefiaftical property \ fo would Voltiare Have done, 
when he exclaims, But I had rather plunder Ihem ; Jo- 
feph n. tore from their cells and cloifters, even to thofe 
Carmelite nuns, whofe extreme poverty could afford 
no bait to avarice and whofe angelic fervor left hb room 
for reform. He was the fifft who gave to his age the 
public fhow of holy virgins reduced to wander into 
dillant countries, even as far as Portugal, to feek an 
afylum for their piety. Innovating at pleafure in the 
church, he only anticipated that farnous conftitutidn of 
the clergy, called civil by the Jacobin legiflators, arid 
which prepared the way to the butchery at the Carrnes. 
The foyereigri pontiff thought it incuinbenf on him to 
leave Rome and pafs into Auftria, and in the capacity 
of comnibii father of the faithful, perfonally to repre- 
fent to the emperor the laws arid rights of the church. 
Jofeph II. receives him with refpeef, and perrhits' all 

* See note to the letter of the Count de Touraille, 6th of Aug. 
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that homage and public veneration fhould be fliown to 
Pius yi. which both his virtues and dignity equally 
commanded. He did not for tliat ceafe to continue his 
war of oppreflion. He did not expel the bifhops, but 
he gave them much trouble ^ for conftituting himfelf 
im feme fort the fuperior of a feminary, he would per¬ 
mit no kftures to be read but by thofe profefTors he had 
chofen, and whofe dodlrine like that of Camus tended 
only to forward the grand apoftacy j at length thefe fe- 
cret perfecutions and depredations gave rife to murmurs* 
The wearied Brabanters revolted. . Since that, vt^e have 
feen them call in thofe Jacobins who promifing them 
the free exercife of their religion, and more artful than 
Jofeph, are now confummating his work. Had they 
been lefs tormented by Frederick’s adept in matters of 
faith, the Brabanters would have been lefs impatient 
under the yoke of Auftria: had they been penetrated 
with a greater zeal and afFeclion for the Emperor Jo¬ 
feph, they would have better feconded, and have had 
more confidence in the virtues of Francis II. They 
would with greater force have oppofed that invafion 
which we have feen extend to the very banks of the 
Danube. Should hiftory lay the blame on Jofeph, let 
it look back to that day, when by Frederick, he is in¬ 
itiated into the myfteries of Voltaire. It is the empe¬ 
ror adepty that fhall be found guilty of this war of ex¬ 
termination, which has threatened even to his throne. 

In the fequel of this work we fhall fee Jofeph repent¬ 
ing of the war he had waged againft Chrifl, when he 
beneld philofophifm attacking both himfelf and his 
throne. He will then attempt but too late to repair his 
fault. He will fall a melancholy viclim. 

Many other fovereigns are mentioned in the corref- 
pondeiice of the confpirators, as having imprudently 
engaged in thefe plots. D’Alembert complaining to 
Voltaire of the obftacles he fometimes encountered, 
and which he terms perfecutiensy from the public author¬ 
ities, at length confoles himfelf by adding, But we 
have on our fide, the Emprefs Catherine, the King 
of Pruffia, the King of Denmark, the Queen of 
Sweden and her fon, many princes of the empire and 
all England.”* Much about the fame time, Voltaire 
writes to the king of Pruffia, I know not what Muf- 
<< tapha thinks (on the immortality of the foul ;) my 

* aSthof Nov. 1770. 
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opinion is, that he does not think at all. As for the 
Emprefs of Rnjfia^ the ^een of Swderiy your fijier^ 
the King f Poland^ and Prince Gufavus fon of the 
Queen of Sweden, I imagine that I know what they 
think.’^'t' 

Voltaire effectually knew it. The letters of thefe 
fovereigns could not leave him in the dark ; but had we 
not thofe letters to adduce in proof, we now fee an 
Emperor, an Emprefs, a Queen and four Kings who 
had already enlifted under the banners of the confpi- 
rators. 

Falfe con- baring to the light this horrid confpiracy, let not 

fcquences the hiftoi'ian abandon himfelf to falfe declamation nor 
vo d^d * inferences (till more deceitful. Let him not pre- 

fpeaking^of people, your kings have fhaken off the 

the royal yoke of Chrift, it is but juft, that you fhouid throw off 
adepts. that of their dominion ; fuch reafoning would be to 
blafpheme Chrift, his doQrines and his examples. The 
arm of vengeance is referved to God alone. For the 
happinefs of fubje<Sl:s, to preferve them from revolutions 
and all the horrors of rebellion, he alone can fmite the 
apoftate on the throne. Let not the Chriftian apofta- 
tize, but let him be fubje61: to his lawful prince. To 
join revolt to impiety is not averting the fcourge of 
heaven ; that would be only adding anarchy, the moft 
terrible of political fcourges ; that would not be a bar 
againft the Sophifter of impiety, but the confummation 
of the confpiracy of the Sophifters of fedition, againft 
the throne and all the laws of civil fociety. Such was 
the fate of the unfortunate Brabanters when in rebellion 
againft the Emperor Jofeph. They pretended to the 
right of rejefting their lawful fovereign, and they are 
become the prey of Jacobins; they called infurrecSlion 
to the aid of religion, and that religion profenbes in- 
farre6lion againft all lawful authority. At the time that 
I am now writing, the fulminating reports made to the 
Convention, forbode thofe dreadful decrees which lev¬ 
elling the religious worfliip, the privileges and the 
churches of the Brabanters to the ftandard of the French 
revolution, ftiall punifh them for their error. When 
ther^re the hiftorian lhall report the names of thofe 
fovereigns, who unfortunately w'ere initiated and con- 
fpired againft their God, let his intention be to recal 
them to their religion, let him not be led away into 

f 2ift of Kov. 177Q. 
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falfe confequerices, fo contrary to the peace of nations. 
Then let him infill on the duties which religion im- 
pofes on the people ; let him teach them what they 
owe to Ccefar and to every public authority. 

Among the royal protestors all are not to be clafTed 
with Voltaire, Frederick or jofeph. All had tailed of 
the impious cup of incredulity, but all did not equally 
wifti to imbibe their people with its poifon. 

Immenfe w^as the diftance between Frederick and 
this Emprefs, in whom the confpirators placed fo much 
confidence. Seduced by the talents and homage o£ 
their premier chief, Catherine may have been inde^ited 
to him for her firft tafte for literature ; fhe almoft de¬ 
voured thofe works, which fhe had miftaken for maf- 
ter-pieces, whether in hiftory or philofophy, totally ig^ 
norant of their being difguifed folely to f^orward the 
ends of: impiety. On the fallacious encomiums of the 
Sophifters, fhe boldly pronounced, That all the miracles 
in the •world coiildnever efface the pretended blot of having 
hindered the printing of the Encyclopedia^^ But we never 
fee her, like Frederick, to obtain the fulfome flattery of 
the Sophifters, pay to impiety that degrading court. 
Catherine would read their works, Frederick would 
circulate them, compofehimfelf and wifhed to fee them 
devoured by the people. Frederick would propofe plans 
for the deftru£lion of the Chriftian religion, Catherine 
rejected all thofe propofed to her by Voltaire. She was 
tolerant by nature, Frederick only from neceflity. He 
would have been no longer fo, had his policy, per¬ 
mitted him, in following the didlates of his hatred, to 
call in a fuperior force to efFe£l the overthrow of Chrif^ 
tianity.f . 

* Her correfpondence with Voltaire, letter i, 2, 3 and 8. 
f Thofe who, as riien of literature, fliall criticife the corref¬ 
pondence of this Emprefs, will find an amazing difference be¬ 
tween hers and that of the King of Pruflia. The former is that 
of a woman of wit, who ofteo plays upon Voltaire in the molt 
agreeable manner. With her light ftylc and full of tafte, fhe 
never forgets her dignity ; fhe at leaft will not be Icen to degrade 
herfelf to that grofs diale<ft of abufe and blafphemy ; while Fred¬ 
erick in his, truly the pedantic Sophifter, will be as void of fhame 
in his impiety, as he is of dignity in his encomiums.^ When 
Voltaire wrote to Catherine, We are three, Diderot, D^Alem- 
bert and myfelf, who raife altars to you.” She anfwers, 
“ Pray leave me, if you plcafe on earth, there 1 fhall be more at 
hand to receive your letters and thofe of your fi iends.” Noth^ 
ing fo perfe6dy French can be found in Frederick’s, we only hav€ 

Vol. L S 


Catherine 

II. 

Emprefs 
of Ruffia* 


120 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACT. 


Cirifticrn 
VII. King 
of Den¬ 
mark. 


Neverthclefs, Catherine is alfo a royal adept, Ihehas 
thefecretof Voltaire, ftie applauds the mod famous of 
our infidels.* She is even willing to entruft the heir of 
her crown into the hands of D’Alembert •, her name 
conftanly appears among the protedting adepts in the 
writings of the Sophifters, nor can thehiftorian hide it. 

The claims of Chriftiern VII. King of Denmark, to 
the title of adept, are alfo founded on his correfpon- 
dence with Voltaire. Among the numerous fervices 
rendered by D^Alembert, I fhould not have omitted the 
pains he had taken to prevail on different powers and 
great perfonages, to fubferibe to the ereftion of a ftatuc 
in honor of Voltaire. I could have fhewn the Sophif- 
ter of Ferney, modeftly prefling D’Alembert to get 
thefe fubferiptions, and that in particular from the King 
of Pruflia, who hardly waited their folicitations. This 
triumph of their chief was too defirable for the confpi- 
rators ; Chriftiern VII. eagerly contributed. A firft 
letter, with a few compliments, could not conftitutc 
an adept, but we have Voltaire’s own word for it. He 
mentions him, and befides, among thefe compliments 
we find one fo much in the ftyle of Frederick, You 
are now occupied in delivering a confiderable num- 
ber of men from ike yoke of the clergy^ the hardejl of all 
others^ for the duties of fociety are only imprinted in 
their heads, and never felt in their hearts, fhisis nvell 
voorth being revenged oj the barbarians Unfortu¬ 
nate monarchs ! Such was the language held to Mary 
Antoinette, in the days of her profperity, by thofe cor- 
Tuptors. But in her misfortunes, when fhe witneffed 
the loyalty and the fenfibility of thofe barbarians^ at the 
Thuleries, fhe exclaimed, Oh ! how we have been 
** deceived ! We now plainly fee how much the clergy 
diftinguifli themfelves among the faithful fubjefts of 
the king.”J May the king that is led away by philof- 
ophifm never be reduced to the fame experiment \ may 

to regret, that it was addreffedto afet of infidels. Catherine 
wrote Voltaire’s own language in perfedl purity, while Freder¬ 
ick could have had little pretenfions to the hero, had he not 
handled his fword better than his pen. 

* 36th Dec. 1773, No. 134, anno 1774. 

+ Let. to Voltaire, 1770. 

t I heard this anecdote in the midft of the revolution, andfueh 
exprefiions were neceffary> to (hew, that fhe was recovered from 
thofe prejudices fhe had imbibed againft the clergy, and which 
appeared to have redoubled, after the fecond journey which her 
brother made to Verfailles. 
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he learn at lead from one revolution, that there is a 
yoke more hard and terrible than that of the clergy, 
which Voltaire his mafter had taught him to calumniate. 

It is our duty to add, that with regard to this prince, 
as well as to many others who were feduced by the So- 
phifters, the conspirators had taken advantage of their 
youth. At that period of life, the writings of Vol¬ 
taire could eafiiy make impreffion on men, who for be¬ 
ing kings, were not better verfed than other people, in 
what they had not learned, nor were they able to dif- 
criminate truth from error, in objefts where the want 
of knowledge is more to be dreaded, than inclination 
or the paffions. 

At the time of his journey into France, Chriftiern 
was but feventeen years of age, and already, to ufc 
D’Alembert’s expreOion, he had the courage to fay at 
Fontainbleauy that Voltaire had taught him to think* 
Men of a different way of thinking, about the court of 
Lewis XV. w'ifhed to hinder his young majefty from 
learning ftill more to think like Voltaire, and from 
feeing in Paris, the adepts or mod celebrated of his 
difciples. Thefe however, obtained admiflion, and to 
judge how well they underftood improving their oppor¬ 
tunity, we need only hear D’Alembert writing to Vol¬ 
taire, I had feen that prince at his own apartments, 
together with feveral of your friends. He fpoke 
much about you, of the fervices your nuorks had ren-^ 
deredy of the prejudices you had rooted outy of the ene- 
mies your liberty in thinking had made you. You 
eafiiy guefs what my anfwers were.”f D’Alembert 
has a fecond interview, and again writes, The King 
of Denmark fcarce fpoke to me but of you.—I can 
** affure you, he had rather have feen you at Paris, 
than all the entertainments with which they have 
furfeited him.” This converfation had been but of 
fliort duration 5 but D’Alembert made amends in a • 
difeourfe which he pronounced at the academy on phi- 
lofophy, in prefence of the young monarch. Nume¬ 
rous were the adepts prefent, and they applauded 5 the 
youthful monarch joins in the applaufe.J In fine, fuch 
is the opinion he carries aw^ay of that pretended phi- 
lofophy, thanks to D’Alembert’s new leftures, that no 
fooner is he informed of a ftatue to be erefted to the 
premier chief of the confpirators, than he fends a very 

* Letter of lath Nov. 1768. 
t 6th Dec. 176S. t Dec. Z76S. 





THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACT. 


Cuftavus 
ill. King 
of Swe¬ 
den. 


handfomc fuhfcription^ for which Voltaire acknowledges 
himfelf to be indebted to the lelibns of the academical 
adept.II How much.thefe lelTons have fihee been for¬ 
gotten by Chriftiern VII. I cannot pretend to fay. - 'Suf¬ 
ficient events have taken place fince.his D.ariilh majefty 
had learned to think from Voltaire, to have given him a 
very different opinion of the fervices that the works 
of his mafter have rendered to empires, 
f • Similar artifices were made ufe of with regard to 
Guftavus King of Sweden. That prince alfo came, to 
Paris, to receive the homage and lelTons of the felf- 
created philofophy. He was as yet but Prince Royal, 
when already extolling him as one whofe proteftioii 
was infured to the fedf, D’Alembert writes to Voltaire, 
«« You love R.EASON AND LIBERTY, my dear brother, 
and one can hardly love one without the other. 
Well then, here is a njoorthy republican phikfopher that 

I prefent you, who will talk philosophy and lib- 
ERTY with you. This is Mr. Jennings, chamberlain 
to the King of Sweden.—He has befides compliments 
to pay you from the ^ueen of Sweden and the Prince 
Royal^ who in the North PROTECT that philofophy fo ill 
received by the princes in the South. Mr. Jennings 
will inform you of the progrefs REASON is making in 

« Sweden under thofe happy aufpices.”§ * 

At the time that D’Alembert was writing this letter, 
Guftavus, who was fopn to reftore royalty to the rights 
it had loft long fince in Sweden, was no doubt igno¬ 
rant that thofe great men, which he fo much protected, 
W'’ere philofophers fuperlatively republican. He was equal¬ 
ly ignorant what would one day be for him, the laft 
fruit of this confpiring philofophy, when on his accef- 
fion to the throne he writes to their premier chief, I 
<< daily pray the Being of beings, that he may prolong 
your days, fo precious to humanity and fo neceffary 
to the progrefs of reason and true philosophy.”^ 
The prayer of Guftavus was heard, the days of Vol¬ 
taire w'-ere prolonged, but he who was to fuddenly 
Ihorten the days of Guftavus \vas born ; he, grafping 
the dagger, w^as foon to fally forth from the occult 
fchool of Voltaire. For the inftrudlion of kings, let 
the hiftorian compare the gradual fteps of this unfor¬ 
tunate prince and thofe of the adept and his afTaffin. 

II Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, 5th Nov. 1770. 

^ 19th Jan. 1769. H loth Jan. 177a. 
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Ulrica of Brandenbourg had been initiated into the 
znyfteries of the Sophifters by Voltaire himfelf. So far 
from rejefting his principles, (lie did not even feel her- 
felf outraged at the declaration of a paffion, which he 
was daring enough to exprefs.* When Queen of Swe¬ 
den, fhe more than once prefled the Sophifter to come 
and end his days near her perfon.f She knew no means 
of giving a flronger proof of her llaunchnefs in the 
principles fhe had received, than during Voltaire’s firft 
refidence at Berlin, to make the infant king imbibe 
them with his milk. She initiated Guftavus, and wifii- 
cd to be the mother of the Sophifter as well as of the 
king 5 and indeed we conftantly fee both the mother 
and the foil ranking together among the adepts, of whom 
the Sophifters thought themfelves the moft fecure. 

Such then was the gradation of the unfortunate Gufta¬ 
vus. Voltaire initiated Ulrica, and Ulrica initiates her 
fon. 

On the other fide, Voltaire initiated Condorcet, and 
Condorcet, feated in the club of the Jacobins, initiated 
Ankeftron. A pupil of Voltaire, Ulrica, teaches her 
fon to ridicule the myfteries and feoff at the altars of 
Chrift. Condorcet alfo, a difciple of Voltaire, teaches 
Ankeftron to feoff at the throne and fport with the 
lives of kings. 

When public report announced that Guftavus Ilf. 
was to command in chief the confederate armies againft 
the French revolution, Condorcet and Ankeftron were 
members of the great club *, and the great club refoun¬ 
ded with the cry of. Deliver the earth from kings! 
Guftavus was doomed for the firft vi£tim, and Anke¬ 
ftron offers himfelf for the firft executioner. He leaves 
Paris, and Guftavus falls beneath his blows.J 

The Jacobins had juft celebrated the apotheofis of 
Voltaire, they alfo celebrate that of Ankeftron. 

Voltaire had taught the Jacobins that the JirJl of kings 
was a fuccefsfulfoldier; and tliey teach Ankeftron that 
the firft hero was the affaffin of kings *, and they placed 
his buft befide that of Brutus. 

Kings had fubferibed to the ereftion of a ftatue to 
Voltaire, the Jacobins ere£l one to Ankeftron. 

* It was for this princefs that Voltaire compofed the Madrigal 
Souvt'nt un peu de Verite, 

f Her letters to Voltaire, anno 1743 and 1751. 
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Laftly, Voltaire’s correfpondence fhows Poniatowfki, 
King of Poland, to have been of the number of the 
protefting adepts. That king had known our philofo- 
phers in Paris, who was one day to fall a viftim to 
philofophifm ! He had done homage to their chief, and 
written to him, Mr. de Voltaire, every contemporary 
of a man like you, that knows how to read, who has 
travelled, and has not been acquainted with you, 
muft feel himfelf unhappy; you might be allowed 
to fay, Nations Jball pray that kings may read meP* 
At this day, when the king has feen men, who, like 
himfelf, had read and cried up the w'orks of Voltaire, 
attempting in Poland the revolution they had wrought 
in France \ at this day, when vicSlim of that revolu¬ 
tion, he has feen his feeptre vanifh from his hand, how 
different muft be his prayer ? Does he not repent that 
nations have known Voltaire, or that kings had ever 
read his works ? But thofe days that D’Alembert had 
foretold, and which he longed to fee, are at length 
come, and that without being forefeen by the royal 
adepts. When the misfortunes of religion fhall fall 
back upon them, let them read the prayer which D’A¬ 
lembert expreffes in his ftyle, often low and ignoble, 
to Voltaire, Your illuftrious and former proteftor 
(the King of Pruflia) began the dance, the King of 
<< Sweden led it on, Catherine imitates them, and bids 
fair to outdo them both. How I fhould laugh to fee 
the firing run off in my time.” And indeed the 
firing has begun to run with a vengeance. Guftavus, 
King of Sweden, dies by the dagger: Lewis XVI. 
King of France, on the fcaffold : Lewis .the XVII. by 
'poifon. Poniatowfki is dethroned; the Stadtholder is 
driven from his country, and the adepts, difciples of 
D’Alembert and his fchool, laugh as he would have 
done himfelf, at thofe fovereigns, who protecling the 
impious in their confpiracy againft the altar, had not 
been able to fofefee that the difciples of thofe fame 
confpirators would confpire againft their thrones. 

Thefe refleftions anticipate, againft my will, what I 
have to unfold in this fecond confpiracy ; but fuch is 
the union of the Sophifter of impiety with the Sophif- 
ter of rebellion, that it is hard to feparate the progrefs 
of one from the ravages of the other. It is the inti¬ 
macy of this union, which has forced us to lay before 

* aillof February 1767. 
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the eyes of the protefllng monarchs,-one of the moft 
important leffons that hiftory could produce. 

I cannot finiih this chapter without remarking, that 
among the kings of the North, in whofe proteftion the 
Sophifters fo often exult, the name of his Britannic 
Majefty is not fo much as mentioned. Thisfilence of 
the confpirators, is above all the encomiums they could 
beftow. Had they fought a king beloved by hisfubjefts, \ 
and defervcdly fo •, had they fought I fay, a king good, 
juft, compaflionate, beneficent, jealous of maintain- j 
ing the liberty of the laws and the happinefs of his em« ] 
pire, then George III. might have been extolled as the ( 
Solomon of the North, he would have been their Mar- j 
cus Aurelius, or Antoninus. They found him too wife 1 
to coalefce with vile confpirators, who knew no merit ? 
but impiety, and hence the true caufe of their filence. I 
It is noble for a prince to be nul in their records, whilft, ' 
in this terrible revolution, he has been fo confpicuous f 
by his aftivity in ftopping its progrefs, by his greatnefs | 
and compalTionate generofity in relieving its victims. * 

It is alfo a juftice, which the hiftorian owes to the 
kings of the South, to fay, that the confpirators, fo 
far from ranking them among their adepts, complained 
that they had not yet attained to the height of their fo- 
phifticated philofophy. 


\ 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Of the Adept Princes and Princejfes. 

I N the fecond clafs of protecting adepts, I (hall com¬ 
prehend thofe perfons, who, without being on the 
throne, enjoy a power over the people, nearly equal to 
that of kings, and .whofe authority and example, ad¬ 
ding to the means of the confpirators, gave them rea- 
fon to hope that they had not fworn in vain, the dc- 
ftruCtion of the Chriftian religion. ■:! 

In this clafs of proteClors, Voltaire particularly men¬ 
tions the Landgrave-of Hefle CalTel. The care, with 
which D’Alembert had chofen the profeflbr of hiftory 
we have already mentioned, (hows how much the So- 
phifter abufed his confidence. He was much impofcd 
upon when he confided in the philofophy and the lights 
of Voltaire ; he permitted him in fome fort, to direCt 
his ftudies, and it was difficult to fall into the hands of 
a more perfidious tutor. A letter, in date of the 25th 
Aug. 1766, will fuffice to fhow in what fources the 
augufl: pupil was direCled to feek lefTons .of wifdorti; 
<< Your Serene Highnefs has fhown, the corruptor 
writes, a defire of feeing fome new produClioris wor- 
thy your attention. There is one which has juft made 
its appearance, tn\At\tAPhe necejfary ColleBion, You 
will find there, in particular, a work of Lord Bo- 
llngbroke^s, which appears to me one of the moft 
forcible things ever written againft fuperftition. - I 
believe it is to be found at Frankfort; but I have a 
copy of it fewed, v/hich I will fend to your High- 
nefs, if agreeable.” 

For a prince, who really was defirous of inftruCiion, 
wffiat lefibns he was to find in this collection ! The 
name of Bolingbroke does not fufficiently denote, how 
far they Intended to pervert his religion ; but we know 
that Voltaire often publifhed, under that name, works 
far more impious than thofe of the Englifh philofopher 5 
and that he was the author of feveral of thofe, which 
he particularly recommended in that collection. 

Left to himfelf for the folution of doubts, nourifhed 
by luch readings, and unfortunately prejudiced againft 
thofe who might have folved them, he threw himfelf 
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headlong into thofe {Indies, which he had miflaken for 
thofc of truth, and of the mo{t tranfcendent philofo- 
phy. When he could receive thefe lefTons from Vol¬ 
taire himfelf, the illufion was fo great, that his High- 
nefs w'ould flatter himfelf, and really believe that he had 
found a means of foaring far above the vulgar. He 
would lament the abfence which deprived him of the 
leflbns of his mafter, and thinking himfelf under real 
obligations, he w ould fay to him,I left Ferney with the 
greateft regret.—I am delighted to find you approve 
of my w'ay of thinking : 1 try as much as pofTible to 
diveft niyfeif of all prejudices, and if in that, I differ 
in opinion from the vulgar, it is to my converfation 
with you, and to your works, that I am folely in*« 
debted for it.”* 

That he miglit adduce fome proof of his proficiency 
in the fchool of philofophifm, the illuftrious adept was 
wont to impart to his mafter, the new difcbveries he 
had made, and which he looked upon as unanfwerable 
objeftions againft the facred writ. “ I have been ma- 
** king, would he write to his hero, for this fome time 
“ paft, refledlions on Mofes, and on fome of the hif- 
torians of the New Teftament, to me apparently juft; 
might not Mofes be a natural child of Pharoah’s 
daughter, whom that princefs caufed to be brought 
up ? It is not credible that the daughter of a king» 
fhould have taken fuch care of an Hebrew child, 
whofe nation was fo much abhorred by the Egyp- 
tians.”f Voltairecouldeafilyhave folved fuch a doubt, 
by making his pupil obferve that he was gratuitoufly 
flandering the fair fex, whofe benevolence and tender- 
nefs would readily lead them to take compaffion on a 
child, expofed to fuch a danger. Many would natural¬ 
ly do what Pharoah's daughter did, and would precifely 
fhow it greater care and attention, was the child expo- 
fed to national enmities. Had Voltaire wilhed to give 
his illuftrious pupil the rules of found criticifm, he 
would have hinted, that to deftroy a faft both fimple 
and natural, his Highnefs fuppofed one truly incredible. 
A princefs w'ho wilhes to give her child a brilliant edu¬ 
cation, and begins by expofing it to be drowned, for the 
pleafure of going to feek it on the banks of the Nile, 
at a given time. An Egyptian princefs, who, loving 

* oth Sept. 1766. f Let. 66, 
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her child, and knowing how much the Egyptians hated 
the Ifraelites, caufes this child to be fuckled by an Is¬ 
raelite, leaves it to believe, that it was born of that 
nation, which its mother detefts, and afterwards to 
render this child odious to theEgyptians, perfuades them 
of the fame. A myftery, ftill more fingular, is that 
the birth of an infant, who became the man, the moft 
tremendous to the Egyptians, has always remained a 
Secret. That the wdiole court of Pharoah, obftinately 
believed him to be anlfraelite, and that at a time when, 
to have declared Mofes an Egyptian, would have fuf- 
hced to deftroy his. power with the Ifraelites and to have 
Saved Egypt. Such arguments might have been made 
ufe of by Voltaire, to make his Highiiefs fenfible of the 
impropriety in f6und criticifm, of combating a fa£b both 
limple and natural, by fuppofitions the moft diftant 
from probability. But fuch fuppofitions were confonant 
with that'hatred which Voltaire bore to Mofes and the 
Sacred writ ; he was better pleafed to fee his difciples 
ignorantly launching into incredulity, than to (how 
them the rules of found criticifm. 

Voltaire again applauded his adept, when his High- 
nefs pretends that the braxen ferpenty ifolated on the 
mountain, did not a little refemhle the god EfculapiuSy in 
the temple of Epidaurus, holding a ftick in one hand 
and a ferpent in the other, with a dog at his feet. That 
the cherubims, difplaying their wings over the ark, 
•were not unlike the fphhix with the woman’s head, and 
the four claws, body, and tail of a lion. That the 
twelve oxenJlojiding under the brazen fea^ and beating that 
enormous veffel, twelve cubits in breadth and five in 
height, filled with water for the ablutions of the Ifrael¬ 
ites, bore a ftrong refemblance to the god Apis, or to 
the ox elevated on the altar and beholding all Egypt at 
its feet.* 

His Highnefs concludes, that Mofes appeared tohave 
introduced among the Jews, many ceremonies which 
he had taken from the Egyptians.f The hiftorian will 
at leaft remark, that it would have been eafy for the 
confpirators to have undeceived an adept who fought 
only to be inftru(Ted. While we lament his Highnefs 
having been the dupe of fuch mafters, in juftice we arc 
obliged to Ihow how frankly he fought the truth, w'hen 
he continues, to Voltaire, ‘‘ As to what regards the 

Let. 66. t Ibid. 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

New Teftamcnt, there are flories in it, which I 
P}ould nvijh to he better informed of I cannot uncler- 
(land the malTacre of the innocents. How could 
** King Herod have ordered all thofe infants to be flain, 
he not having had the power of life and death, as we 
fee in the hiftory of the PafTion, and that it was Pon- 
tius Pilate, governor for the Romans, whocondem- 
ned Jefus Chrifl: to death.”* 

Had he recurred to the proper fources of hiftory, 
had he confulted any other but that profeflbr of hiftory 
which D'Alembert had given him, or any other mafters 
than thofe vain Sophifters, this prince, who wifhed for 
and deferved better information, would have feen this 
flight difficulty vanifh from before his eyes. He would 
have learned, that Herod of Afcalon^ furnamed the 
Greaty and who might have been more properly called 
the ferocious, he who ordered the maflacre of the In¬ 
nocents, was king of all Judea and of Jerufalera, and 
is not the perfon mentioned in the Paffion. He would, 
moreover, have learned that the latter was Herod Anti- 
paSy who had only been able to obtain of the Romans 
one third part of his father’s dominions, and being fim- 
ply Tetrarch of Galilea, he had not the fame power 
over the other provinces. Hence there can be little 
room for furprife at his not cxercifing the power of life 
and death in Jerufalem, though we fee Pilate' inviting 
him to exercife that right, by fending Jefus Chrift be¬ 
fore him, as he had before judged and caufed to be be¬ 
headed St. John the Baptift. 

As to the ferocious Herod of Afcalouy his Highnefs 
would have learned, that this prototype of Nero, had 
caufed the infants at Bethlehem to be flain, by the fame 
power with which he had murdered Ariftobulus and 
Hircanus, the one the brother, the other an odfagena- 
rian and grand-father to the queen ; by the fame power 
did he put to death Marianne his queen and her two 
children \ Sohemus his confidant and numbers of his 
friends and nobles of his court, who had had the mif- 
fortune to difpleafe him. On reading of thefe nume¬ 
rous murders, of fuch unheard-of tyranny, and partic¬ 
ularly when he learned that this Herod of Afcaloriy on 
the point of death and fearing left the day of his de- 
ceafe fhould prove a day of public rejoicing, had caufed 
all the chiefs of the Jews to be fhut up in the Circus, 
comnaading they ffiould be maflacred at the moment he 

■* Letter 66. 
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himfelf expired ; fuch leftures, I fay, could havx left 
little doubt in the mind of the illuftrious adept, whether 
this Herod exercifed the right of life and death. He 
then would never have fufpe£led the Evangelifts of for¬ 
ging a fa£l like that of the malTacre of the innocents, 
a fa£f fo recent, that many Jews then living had been 
witnefles to it. He would have reflected that impoftors 
would not expofe themfelves to be fo eafily difeovered 
and that in fo public a manner •, and all his obje£lions 
againft this maffacre of the innocents, would not have 
availed againli his faith in the Gofpel. - 

But he was nurtured in the fame, objedfions with his 
mafter, he ftudied the facred writ through the fame 
medium ; and Voltaire, who had fallen into.thoufands 
of the grofleft errors on thofe facred w^ritings, carefully 
avoided referring his difciples to thofe anfwers which 
he had received from the religious writers.* 

Though we blend thefe flight difcuffions with our 
memoirs, we will not add to the bitternefs with which 
fo many princes, who have been feduced by thefe im¬ 
pious chiefs of the Sophifters, nov/ reproach them¬ 
felves. We will not fay to them, With what ftrange 
<< blindnefs were you fmitten. It was your duty to 
ftudy the facred writings, to learn how to become 
better, and to render your fubjedls more happy, 
and you have debafed yourfelves to entering the lifts 
with the confpirators, that like them you may dif- 
pute againfl Chrift and his prophets. If doubts arife 
on religion, why appeal to thofe who have fworn its 
ruin. The day will come when the God of the 
Chriflians fhall raife doubts on your rights, and will 
refer your fubjects to the Jacobins for their folution. 
“ They are in your dominions, feated in your palaces 
ready to applaud, as Voltaire did, at your objections 
againft Chrift and his prophets. Anfwcr to their 
fword, the objeftions they make to your laws.’^ 
Let us forbear thefe refie£lions, let us fimply remark, 
as hiftory muft, how very unfortunate thefe princes 
muft have been, who feeking inftrudlion had applied to 
men, whofe foie objedt was to make them efficient to 
the deftrudtion of the altar, as the firft ftep towards 
the overthrow of their thrones. 

V’Skc of In the number of the protedling adepts hiftory will 
Brunfwick. find itfelf neceffitated to infert the names of many 

* See the errors of Voltaire in the Letters of fome Portuguefe 
Jews* 
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princes, whofe flates at this prefent moment feel the 
iweets of this new philofophy. In the account given 
by D’Alembert to Voltaire of thofe foreign princes who 
would not travel through France, without doing hom¬ 
age to the confpiring Sophillers, we fee him extol the 
Duke sf Brufj/wtck as deferving the k'lndejl •welcome^ and 
particularly fo, when put in competition with the Prince 
of Deux FontSy who only prote<^s Frerons and fucb like 
rabbley that is to fay religious authors.f The Jacobin 
army at this day proves which of thofe two princes was 
mod miftaken in his proteftion. It will be dill better 
feen when in thefe memoirs, we fliall treat of the lad 
and deeped confpiracy of the Jacobins. 

To this prince we mud add Louis Eugene Duke of 
Wirtemberg,* and Louis Prince of Wirtemberg: both 
equally gloried in the leflbns they received from Voltaire. 
The former writes to him, « When at Ferney I think 
myfelf a greater philofopher than Socrates himfelf.”:^ 
The latter, not content with encomiums on the premier 
chief, petitions for the mod licentious and the mod im¬ 
pious work Voltaire had ever penned, I mean the poem 
of Joan D’Arc or the Maid of Orleans. 

Charles Theodore, Eledlor Palatine, would one while 
folicit the impious Sophider for the fame mader> piece 
of obfeenity, or for philofophic le^lures j at another 
time he would prefs and conjure him to repair to Man- 
heim, that he might there receive his ledlures anew.|| 
Even thofe adepts who through modedy, fliould have 
fhrunk back at the very name of fuch a produftion, 
even the Princefs Anhalt-Zerbd, fends thanks to the 
author, who had been impudent enough to fend her a 
prefent more worthy the Aretino.J 

The hidorian cannot but remark the eagernefs of 
thefe mighty adepts for fo profligate a work. This is 
an awful example of what charms depravity of morals 
gave to the produSions of the Sophiders j the empire 
of the confpirators will caufe lefs furprife when we re- 
fle£t how prevalent their fophifms became over the 
mind, when they had once tainted and perverted the 
heart. This is a refleftlon we reluftantly make, but 
it is too appofite to the hidory of Philofophifm, and to 
the caufe and progrefs of the Antichridian Confpiracy, 
to be fuppreifed. We know the reverence due to great 

f asd June, 1766. J id February, 1766. 

II Letters of the id May, 1754^ and No. 38 anno 176a. 

^ Leuers of the Princeis Anhalt-Zerbd, 9th and 39tb. 
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names, but we cannot, on that confideratlon, hide the 
truth. Let thofe look to it, whofe mifcondii6l is ex- 
pofed to view ; for to conceal it longer would be to be¬ 
tray at once their own intereft, and that of their people, 
the fafety of their thrones, and that of the altar. 

Her Highnefs Wilhelmina, Margravine of Barieth, 
ranking among the prote£fing adepts, affords to the 
hiftorian the opportunity of laying open a new caufe of 
the progrefs of the Antichnftian Sopliifters, of the 
weight they acquired from the vanity of their fchool, 
and from their pretenfions to a fuperiority of light above 
the vulgar. 

It is far from being the lot of all men to argue with 
equal fuccefs on religious or philofophical topics. 
Without being wanting in the refpecf due to that pre¬ 
cious half of mankind, we may obferve in general, I 
think, that women are not born with a mind fo congen¬ 
ial with philofophy, metaphyfics, or divinity, as men. 
Nature has compenfated this want of refearch and 
meditation, by the gift of embelHQiing virtue, by that 
fweetnefs and vivacity of fentiment, which often proves 
a furer guide than all our reafonings. They do the 
good peculiarly allotted to them, better than we do. 
Their homes, their children, are their real empires, that 
of their leffons lies in the charm of example, more effi¬ 
cacious than all our fyllogifms. But the philofophic 
woman, philofophizing like a man, is either a prodigy 
or a monfter, and the prodigies are not common. The 
daughter of Necker, the wife of Roland, as well as 
Mefdames dii Deffant, D’Efpinaffe, Geofrin, and fuch 
like Parifian adepts, in fpite of all their pretenfions to 
wit, can lay no claim to the exception. If the reader 
is indignant when he finds the name of the Margravine 
of Barieth on the fame line, let his indignation turn 
againft the man who infpired her with fuch pretenfions. 
Let an opinion be formed of the mafters, by the tone 
file afiumed with tliem to infure their approbation. 
Here is a fpecimen of the ftylc of this illuftrious adept, 
aping the principles and the jells of Voltaire, in order 
to captivate his approbation, at the expence of St. Paul. 
“ Siller Gulllemetta to Brother Voltaire, greeting. 

I received your confoling.epillle. I can fwear by my 
favorite oath, that it has edified me infinitely more 
than that of St. Paul to Dame Eledl. The latter 
threw me into a certain drowfinefs that had the efFeft 
of opium, and hindered me from perceiving the 
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« beauties of it. Yours had a contrary efFe£tIt drew 
«« me from my lethargy, and put all my vital fpirits in 
** motion again.”* 

We have no knowledge of any Epillle of St. Paul to 
DameEleft; but filler Gulllemetta, like Voltaire, bur- 
lefquing v^hat (he had, as well as what fhe had not 
read, means no doubt to fpeak of St. John’s Epiftle to 
Eledla. This contains no other compliment but that of 
an apoftle applauding the piety of a mother, who rears 
her children in the way of life, exhorting her to char-J 
ity, and guarding her againft the difcourfe and fchools 
of feducers. It is rather unfortunate that fuch lelTons 
fhould have been opium for the illuftrious adept. It is 
probable that Voltaire would have found a dole in the 
following letter, had it come from any other hand but 
that of Sifter Guillemetta. We will however copy it, 
as making an epoch in the annals of philofophifm. We 
fliall there fee the female adept attempting to give lef- 
fons to Voltaire himfelf, anticipating Helvetius by mere 
dint of genius, and without perceiving it copying Epi¬ 
curus. Before fhe commences, Sifter Guillemetta af- 
fures Voltaire of the friendflilp of the Margrave, and. 
had carefully invoked the Genius of Bayle.\ One day 
fhe thought herfelf infpired with the whole of it, and 
immediately writes to brother Voltaircy God, you fay 
(in the Poem of the Law of nature,) has beftowed 
<< on all men juftice and confcience to warn them, as he 
has given them all what is needful. As God has 
beftowed on man juftice and confcience, thefe two 
<< virtues muft be innate in man, and become an at- 
<< tribute of his exiftence. Hence it neceflarily fol- 
‘‘ lows, that man muft aft In confequence, and that he 
** cannot be juft or unjuft, or without remorfe, being 
“ unable to combat an inftinft annexed to his effence. 
Experience proves the contrary. If juftice was an 
attribute of our being, chicane would be baniflied. 
Your counfellors in parliament would notloofe their 
“ time as they do, in difturbing all France about a mor- 
fel of bread given or not. The Jefuits and the Jan- 
fenifts, would equally confefs their ignorance in point 
of doftrine—Virtue is barely accidental—Avcrfion 
“ to pairL and love of pleafure, have induced men to 
become juft—Diforder can beget nothing but pain— 
Quiet is the parent of pleafure, I have made the hu- 

* 25th Dec. 1755. t i9ihja]y, 1752, 
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man heart my particular ftudy, and I draw my con- 
<< clufions on what has been, from what I fee.”* 

There is extant a play intitled, Divinity divindled in^ 
to a Diflaff, This letter of her Highnefs the Margra¬ 
vine of Bareith, dwindled into Siller Guillemetta, may 
perhaps furnifh the fame idea, for philofophy. But 
handing over the female Socrates to the Molieres of the 
day, the hiftorian will draw from the errors of this fe¬ 
male adept, a more ferious leflbn on the progrefs of the 
Antichrillian Confpiracy. He will behold a new caufe 
in the mortifying limits of the human intelledl, and 
the vanity of its pretenfions, which in certain adepts 
feem precifely to expand itfelf, in as much as nature 
had from the weaknefs of their underftanding, feemed 
naturally to inlinuate modelty and humility. 

Siller Guillemetta fears for liberty, if it be true that 
God has given to man a confcience, the necelTary fenfe 
of right and wrong. She was then ignorant that man, 
with the^eyes that God has given him to fee and know 
his road, is neverthelefs free to go where he pleafes. 
She has made a particular ftudy of the human heart, and 
fhe has not yet learned, that man often fees what is 
bell, but will do the word ! She thinks herfelf in the 
fchool of Socrates, and with Epicurus, Ihe only fees the 
averjton of pain and the love of pleafure^ as the principle 
of jullice and virtue. She tell us, in fine, probably 
without even perceiving it, that if chicane is not ban- 
ifhed, it is becaufe our attornies have not a fufficient 
averfion to indigence ; that if our vellals are not all 
clialte, it is becaufe they do not fufficiently love pleaf- 
ure ; and after that, in prefence of her Highnefs, Par¬ 
liaments, Jefuits, Janfenills, and undoubtedly the 
whole Sorbonne, with the whole faculty of divinity, 
mufl confefs their ignorance in point of doElrine, 

With more genius but lefs confidence in his own 
lights, Frederick William, Prince Royal of Prufiia, 
Prince of prefents us with quite another fpecies of adept. In- 
Pruflxa. defatigable in the field of vidlory, he dares not anfwer 
for himfelf : he knows what he could wifh to believe, 
but not what he ought to believe 5 he fears to lofe him¬ 
felf in reafoning. His foul repeats that he mud be 
immortal, he fears her voice mifleads him, and Voltaire 
is to decide for him ; when in the field of Mars, he 
has the confidence and a£livity of a hero; but when he 

^ id Nov. 1759. 
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is to refleft on futurity, he has all the modefty and the 
humility of a difciple, almoft the unconcern of a fcep-» 
tic. The authority of his mailer is to fave him the trou¬ 
ble of refearch, and his mailer again is Voltaire. 

Since I have taken the liberty of converiing with you, 
“ he refpedlfully writes, fuffer me to alk for my own 
inilru£lion only, whether as you advance in years, 
you find no alteration to make in your ideas on the 
nature of the foul. I don't like to bewilder myfelf 
in metaphyfical reafonings, but I could wifli not to 
die entirely, and that fuch a genius as yours were not 
annihilated.’’* 

Like a man who can affiime every tone, Voltaire an- 
fwered, “ The King of Pruifia’s family is much in the 
right, not to confent to the annihilation of his foul.— 
It is true that it is not well known what a foul is, as 
nobody has ever feen one. Ail that we know is, 
that the eternal Mailer of nature has endowed us with 
the faculty of feeling and knowing virtue. That 
this faculty furvives us after our death, is not demon- 
ftrated *, but then the contrary is not better proved. 
“ There are none but quacks who are certain, we know 
nothing of the firft principles—Doubt is not an a- 
greeable (late, but certainty is a ridiculous one.”f 
I know not what efFeft this letter had on the fe- 
rene and refpe(3:ful difciple, but we fee the premier 
chief varying his means of power over his princely 
adepts, as much as he did over the citizens of Harlem. 
When the King, Frederick, wrote to him info refolute 
a tone, tf7au once dead there is nothing left ; he takes care 
not to reply, that certainty is a ridiculousJiate^ that 
quacks only are certain, No, Frederick, King of Pruffia, 
is always the firft of philofophic kings.J And a week 
fifter, Frederick, Prince Royal, only wifhes to be con¬ 
firmed on the immortality of his foul, then it is, that 
notwithftanding all the troubles and difquietudes of feep- 
licifm, the doubts of the fceptic is the only rational 
ftate for the true philofopher. Such a ftate will fuffice, 
as he then beholds his adepts no longer belonging to the 
religion of Chrift, and that is fufficient for his plans. 
He will lead the king materialift, and refolute in his 
opinions, notwithftanding his own irrefolution and un¬ 
certainty, by encomiums and admiration. He leaves 

^ 12th Nov. 1770. f 28th Nov. 177o» 
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Eugene of Wirtemberg in aftoniftiment at the mafter 
he coincides with in opinion. Wilhelmina of Bareith^ 
more daring than her mafter, is permitted to argue. 
He cuts fhort, and threatens with ridicule and quacke¬ 
ry, the humble adept who feeks to reclaim and allay 
the ire of his mafter. To onehe diftates his principles 
to another he peremptorily declares that man is con¬ 
demned to the total ignorance of the firjlprtntiples* He 
is not the lefs the idol of the aftonifhed princes. He 
does not the lefs transform them into the protedlors of 
his fehool and of 'the confpirators ; and fuch is thefuc- 
cefs with which he flatters himfelf, that writing to his* 
dear Count D’Argenta), he fays, At prefent there is 
not a German prince w'ho is not a philofopher.”*— 
That is to fay, the philofophift of impiety ! There are 
certainly exceptions to be made from fuch an afiertion^ 
but it will prove at leaft how much thefe abettors of im¬ 
piety flattered themfelves with the progrefs they were 
making among fovereigns and princes,—and to whoni 
impiety was one day to prove fo fatal! 


^ a6thSept, i766> 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Third Clafs of proUBing Adepts* — Minifers^ Noblemen 
and Magijirates. 

I T was in France that philofophifm had taken all the 
forms of a true confpiracy *, and it was in France 
alfo, that it had made its greateft ravages among the 
‘ rich and powerful. It had not gained the throne of 
Bourbon as it had many of the northern thrones, but 
it would be vain for hiftory to diflimulate, that Lewis 
XV. without being of the confpiracy, powerfully help¬ 
ed the Antichriftian confpirators. He never had the 
misfortune of loling his faith, he even loved religion *, 
but during the laft thirty-five years of his life,, he fo 
little praftifed it, the dilTolutenefs of his morals and 
public triumph of his courtezans anfwered fo little to the 
title of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, that he might near¬ 
ly as well have been a difciple of Mahomet. 

Sovereigns are not fufficiently aware of the evils they 
draw on themfelves by fwerving from morality. Some 
have fupported religion only as a curb on their fubjefts ; 
but woe be to him who only views it in that light. In 
vain (hall they preferve its tenets in their hearts, it is 
their example that muft uphold it. Next to the exam¬ 
ple of the clergy, that of kings is the mofl neceffary to 
reftrain the people. When religion is ufed only as a 
policy, the vilell of the populace will foon perceive it j 
they will look upon it as a weapon ufed againft them, 
and fooner or later they will break it, and your power 
vanifties. If without morals you pretend to religion, 
the people will alfo think themfelves religious in their 
profligacy; and how often has it been repeated, that 
laws without morals are but a mere phantom. But the 
day will come when the people, thinking themfelves 
more confequential, will throw afide both morals and 
tenets, and then where fhall be your curb. 

Such were the difeourfes often held by the Chriftian 
orators in prefence of Lewis XV. He without morals 
was foon furrounded by minifters deftitute of faith, 
who could have feldomer deceived him, had his love for 
religion been ftimulated by praftice. After the death 
of the Cardinal de Fleury ibme are to be found, the 
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Marechal de Belleifle and Mr. de Berlin for example, 
who are not’ to be confounded in that clafs of adepts , 
but then we fuceeffively find near his perfon Mr. Ame- 
lot in the foreign department, Mr. D’Argenfon in the 
fame \ the Duke de Choifeul, de Praflin and Mr. de 
Malefherbes, alfo the Marquife de Pompadour as long 
as fhe lived, and all thefe were^initiated and intimately 
connefted with Voltiare and his confpiracy. We have 
feen him make application to Mr. Amelbt on the' de- 
ftruftion of the clergy. This minifter had fufficieut 
confidence in Voltaire to intruft him with a fecret and 
important million to the King of PruflTia, and Voltaire 
in return, does not conceal from him the ufe he had 
made of his miflTion againfl: the church. He confided 
no lefs in that Duke de Prajlui^ to whom he had fent his 
memorial on the tythes, in hopes of depriving the clergy 
of the greateft part of their fuftenance.* This confi¬ 
dence from the premier chief fufficiently denotes the 
fentiments of thofe men to whom he fent his plans for 
execution. 

A minifter whofe alTiduity in correfponding with 
Voltaire, indicates more clearly their perfe£l: coincid¬ 
ence with each other, was the Marquis D'Argenfon, 
whom we have already noticed, tracing the plan for the 
deftru£l:ion of the religious orders. It was he who firfl: 
protefted Voltaire at court and with the Marquife dc 
Pompadour \ he was alfo one of the moft impious of 
his difciples, and to him it is, that Voltaire writes con- 
ftanily, as to one of the adepts with whom he was moft 
intinaate. If any thing, he appears more refolute in 
his antireligious opinions than his mafter, his philofo- 
phifm coincided more with that of the King of Pruf- 
fia's, for he was alfo convinced that he was not two¬ 
fold, and that he had nothing to fear or hope for, when 
once his body ftiould reft in eternal fleep.f 

More zealous and more aftive than the Marquis 
D’Argenfon for the reign of impiety, the Duke de 
Choifeul better knew and more powerfully feconded the 
fecrets of Voltaire. We have already feen him extol¬ 
ling this great proteftor in his quarrels with the Sor- 
bonne •, we have already feen why this duke, adopting 
and preflTing the execution of D’Argenfon’s plans againft 
the religious orders, began by that of the Jefuits. It 

^ Letter to Count D’Argental, anno 1764. 

.+ See in the General Correfppndence, the letters of Mr% 
PV'V^genfon. 
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would be ufelefs to infift on this minifter, his impiety 
is too well authenticated, and left he might be miftaken 
for a Chriftian, he wlfhed to refufe himfelf Chriftian 
burial, and to be buried, far from any religious monu¬ 
ment, in the midft of his park where his cattle fed. 

Thus did this feries of Aritichriftian minillers, each Maleflier- 
partially anticipate the Jacobins in the overthrow of bes before 
the altar. It was to the man, who was one day to fee 
that very revolution in all its horrors, and at length fall 
a viftim to it, that thefe impious chiefs pay their great- 
eft homage, it was to him they were chiefly indebted. 

And this protedor of the confpiracy again!): his God, 
was Maleflierbes ; this name, I am aware, will recal to 
mind many moral virtues, it will recal his benevolence 
when alleviating the rigor of the prifons, when reme¬ 
dying the abufe of the Lettres de Cachet ; but France 
fhall, neverthelefs, demand of him her temples in rum 5 
for it was he who above all other minifters abufed his 
authority to eftablifli the reign of impiety in France. 
D’Alembert, who knew him well, always vouches for 
his reluflantly executing the fuperior orders iflued in 
favor of religion, and for his favoring philofophifm 
whenever c ire urn fiances would permit; and unfortu¬ 
nately he knew but too well how to avail himfelf of 
circumftances. By his office he particularly pfefided 
over the laws relative to the prefs, but with a Angle 
word he effaced all diftinftioris in books, whether im¬ 
pious, religious or feditious, he declared them all to 
be a mere objeEl of commerce. 

Let politicians of other nations argue on that objeft Llbenyof 
in confequence of what experience has taught them in the prefs 
their own countries; but it is an incontrovertible faft, dangerous 
that France owes the misfortunes of the revolution to 
the great abufe of the prefs, and to that real inunda¬ 
tion of bad books at firft only impious, but latterly 
both impious and feditious. There are alfo many rea- 
fons peculiar to France which rendered the abufe of 
the prefs more fatal than elfewhere. 

Without pretending to raife the merit of the French \ 
writers, it may be obferved, and I have often heard 1 

foreigners repeat it, that there is a certain clearnefs, \ 

procefs and method peculiar to them, which by putting 
our French books more within the reach of the com- i 
monality of readers, makes them in fome fort more j 
popular and thence more dangerous when bad. ^ 
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Our frlvoloufnefs may be a failing, but that failing 
made a book more fought for in France, than would 
the profouiideft meditations of an Englifliman. Nei¬ 
ther truth nor error could pleafe a Frenchman when 
latent, he likes to fee clearly 5 epigram, farcafm, in 
fine all what may be called wit, is what he delights in. 
Even blafphcmy, elegantly fpoken, will not difpleafe a 
nation, unhappily gifted with the talent of laughing on 
the mod ferious fubjefts, and who will pardon every 
failing in him who can divert them. It was to this un¬ 
fortunate tafte that the impious writings of Voltaire 
owed their chief fuccefs. 

Wliatevcr may be the reafon, the Englifli alfo have 
their books againft the Chriftian religion; they have 
their Collins, their Hobbes, their Woolftons, and many 
others, where in fubftancc is to be found, all that our 
French Sophifters have only repeated after their way, 
that is to fay, with that art which adapts every thing to 
the moft vulgar minds. In England Hobbes and Col¬ 
lins are almoft forgotten or unknown. Bolingbroke, 
and other authors of the fame clafs, are little read, 
though of greater merit as literary men, by a people 
who knows how to occupy itfelf with other things. 
,in France, from the idle marquis or countefs unto the 
attorney's clerk, or even to the petty citizen, who had 
far other occupations, thefe impious productions, and 
particularly Voltaire’s were not only read, but each 
would have his opinion and crlticife every new publica¬ 
tion of the fort. The French, in general, were great 
readers, and every citizen would have his library. Thus 
in Paris a bookfeller was fare of felling as many copies 
of the moft pitiful performance, as are generally fold 
in London of a work of no fmall merit. 

In France an author was as paflionateiy cried up as a 
faftiion *, the Englifhman, who deigns to read his work, 
pafles judgment on it and remains unconcerned. Can 
this arife from good fenfe or indifference, or may it not 
be a mixture of both. Notwithftanding all the bene¬ 
factions received frorn the Englifh, I will not pro¬ 
nounce i neither flattery nor criticifm is within my 
fphere j but an undoubted faCt, and which ought to 
have taught Malefherbes, is that in France, ftill lefs 
than elfewhere, a book either impious or feditious never 
could be looked upon as a mere article of commerce. 
The greater readers, arguers, and the more volatile the 
French people v/ere, the more the minifter fuperintend- 
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ing the prefs, fliould have enforced the laws enafted to 
rcprefs the licentioufnefs of it, which, on the contrary, 
he favored with all his power. His condemnation is 
recorded in the encomiums of the confpirators, it was 
he, they faid, wlio hrohe theJhackles of literature,^ 

In vain would it be obje£led that the minifter left the 
fame liberty to the religious writers. In the firft place, 
that was not always true, it was much againfl: his will 
that he fuffered works, refuting the Sophifters, to ap¬ 
pear and what a minifter allows with reluftance, he 
finds abundant means of preventing. Could a minifter 
be innocent, when letting apeifon infufe itfelf through¬ 
out the public, under pretext that he did not forbid the 
fale of the antidote ? Moreover, however well written 
a religious work may be, it lias not the pafTions to fee- 
ond it 5 much more talent is required to make fuch a 
performance palatable. Any fool may attract the peo¬ 
ple to the theatre, but the eloquence of a Chryfoftom is 
neceflary to tear them from it. With equal talent, he 
who pleads for licence and impiety, will carry more 
weight than the moft eloquent orator, who vindicates 
the rights of virtue and morality. The religious apol- 
ogift requires a ferious and an attentive reading, with a 
ftedfaft defire of finding the truth, and fuch a ftudy 
fatigues, whereas, depravity requires none ; in a word, 
it is far more eafy to irritate, and throw the people into 
revolt, than to appeafe them, when once put in motion. 

At length Malefherbes, feeing the revolution con- 
fummated in the death of Lewis XVI. gave figns of a 
tardy repentance. His zeal, in that moment did not 
hinder men, who had deeply felt his fault, from ex¬ 
claiming, “ Officious defender, ceafe to plead for that 
king you yourfelf betrayed, it is too late. Ceafe to 
accufe that legion of regicides, who demand his 
head •, Robefpierre is not his firft executioner *, it 
was you that long fince prepared his fcaffold, when 
you fuffered thofe impious works, that called the 
people to the deftruftion of the altar and of the 
throne, to be openly fold and difplayed in the porti- 
cos of his palace. That unfortunate prince confided 
<< in you, he had imparted his j^uthority to you, to re- 
<< prefs the impious and feditious writers, and you per- 
mitted the people to inhale blafphemy and hatred of 
kings, from a Raynal, an Helvetius or a Diderot^ 

* Voltaire to DAlembert, No. 128. 
t Ibid. let. %% ana 24. 
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« and you pretexted commerce. If then,” to-day, this 
people, in the frantic crifis of thofepoifons you have 
circulated in their veins, call aloud for the head of 
Lewis XVL It is too late to make a parade of his 
« defence, or to criminate the Jacobins.’' 

Men of meditation and refleftion, had long firice 
forefeen the reproach that hiftory would one day make 
to Malefherbes. They never paffed the galleries of the 
Louvre, without exclaiming in the bitternefs of their 
fouls, Ujifortiinate Lewis XVI! It is thus that you are 
fold at the gates of your own palace ! 

Malefherbes, at length, leaving the miniftry over¬ 
powered by the reclamations of the friends of religion, 
his fuccelTors undertook or pretended to undertake, to 
enforce the former laws. But prefently, under the title 
of Fablesy the Sophifters fought to fpread their poifon 
anew, and charmed with their fuccefs D’Alembert writes 
to Voltaire, The luck of it is, that thefe fables, far 
fuperior to Efop’s, are fold here (at Paris) pretty 
freely. I begin to think the trade (of bookfelling) 
will have loft nothing by the retreat of Mr. de Male- 
<< fherbes.”* It in truth loft fo little, that the writers 
in defence of the altar and the throne, were the only 
ones thwarted in their publications.f 

Meanwhile the confpirators carefully calculated their 
fuccefles with miniftry. At the period when Lewis - 
XVI. afeended the throne, they were already fuch, 
that Voltaire, writing to Frederick, exprefles his hopes 
in the following terms : I know not whether our 

young king will walk in your footfteps, but I know 
that he has taken philofophers for bis minijlersy all, 

* Let. I a I. 

f Wc know of feveral excellent works which never could 
gain admiflion into France. Such was the cafe with Feller’s Phi- 
LOSOPHrcAL Catechism, becaufe it contains an excellent re¬ 
futation of the fyftems of the day. We are acquainted with fev¬ 
eral authors, and we might cite oiufelves, to whom greater fe- 
verity was fhown, than the law could countenance, whilftit was 
openly tranfgrefTed in favor of the confpirators. Mr. Loiirdet, 
of the Royal College, the cenfor of oqrHelvian letters, needed * 
all his refolution and firmnefs to maintain his prerogative and 
ours, by publilhing that work which the Sophifters would fain 
have fupprefled, and that before the firft volume was half printed, 

The fame cenfor reclaimed in vain the power of the laws, to ftop 
the publication of. Raynald’s works. That feditious writer had 
daringly prefented his pretended Philosophic History to 
the cenfurc, andinfteadof the probate, he receivedthe reproach¬ 
es of juft indignation. Infpiteof cenfvire or laws, his workap* 
pcetred the next day, and was expofed for public fale. 
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except one, who is unfortunately a bigot There is 
« Mr. Turgot, who is worthy of your Majefty’s conver- 

fation. The priefts are in defpair. This is the 

COMMENCEMENT OF A GREAT REVOLUTION.”* 

Voltaire, in this, is corre£l to the full extent of the 
term. I remember, in thofc days, to have feen vene¬ 
rable ecclefiaftics bewailing the death of Lewis XV. 
while all France and myfelf among others, were in ex- 
peftation of better days. They would fay, the king 
we lofe, truly had many failings, but he that fucceeds is 
very young, and has many dangers to encounter. They 
forefaw that fame revolution which Voltaire foretels to 
Frederick, and they fted tears over it, in the bitternefs 
of their hearts. But let not the hiftorian blame the 
young prince for the unhappy choice in which Voltaire 
fo much exults. Lewis XVI. to fucceed the better in 
this choice, had done all that diffidence in his own abil¬ 
ities, or that the love of his fubjedls or of religion could 
fuggeft. This we fee by the deference he paid to the 
laft advice he received from his father, from that Dau¬ 
phin whofe virtues had long been the admiration of 
France, and whofe death plunged it into univerfal 
Mourning.'- This is again to be feen in the eagernefs 
with which Lewis XVI. called to the miniftry that man, 
who in Voltaire’s ftyle, was unfortunately a bigot. This 
was the Marefchal De Muy. When the hiftorian ftiall 
difcover the throne furrounded by fo many perfidious 
agents of its authority, let him remember to avenge piety 
and Chriftian fervor, courage and fidelity, in fine all the 
virtues of a true citizen, when he fhall treat of the 
memory of this Marefchal. Mr. de Muy had been the 
companion and bofom friend of the Dauphin, father 
of Lewis XVI. and fuch a friendlhip is more than an 
equivalent for the fcurrilous abufe of Voltaire. The 
Marefchal de Saxe, was foliciting for one, whom he 
protefted, the place of companion (menin) to the young 
prince. On being told that it was intended for Mr. de 
Muy, he replied, I will not do Mr, Le Dauphin the in-- 
jury of depriving him of the company of fo virtuous a man 
as the Chevalier de Muy^ and who may^ hereafter^ he of 
great fervice to France. Let pofterity appreciate fuch a 
commendation, and could the Sophifter but hear an 4 
bluffi! 

* Letter of ^dAuguft, 1775. 
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Mr. de Muy, was the man who bore the grcatcll re- 
femblance to the Dauphin, who loved him. In him 
were to be found the fame regularity and amenity of 
manners, the fame beneficence, the fame difinterefted 
zeal for religion and the public welfare. It was through 
his means that the prince, unable vifit the provinces in 
perfon, was acquainted with the misfortunes and griev¬ 
ances of the people 5 he fent him to examine their fit- 
uations, and they were occupied together in feeking 
thofe remedies which the prince's premature death, 
alas ! hindered from being carried into execution* 
When, during the war, Mr. de Muy was called upon 
to give proofs of his fidelity in the viftorious fields of 
Crevelt and Warbourg, the Dauphin would daily oflTcr 
the following prayer for his fafety : “ My God, may 
« thyfword defend, may thy fhield protect the Count 
«« Felix de Muy, to the end, that if ever thou makeft 
« me bear the heavy burthen of a crown, he may fup- 
^ port meby his virtue, his counfels and his example.'* 
When the God of vengeance ftruck France with its 
firft fcourge, when the hand of death had mortally 
ftruck the Dauphin, Mr. de Muy by his bedfide, bath¬ 
ed in the tears of friend (hip, hears the prince, in a 
voice that could rend the heart afunder, pronounce thefe 
laft words : Do not abandon yourfelf to forrow. 
Preferve yourfelf, to ferve my children. Your . 
knowledge, your virtues will be neceflary to them* 

« Be for them, what you would have been for me. 
Beftow on my memory, that mark of kindnefs 5 but 
above ail, let not their youth, during which God "" 
« grant them his proteftion, keep you at a diftance 
from them." 

Lewis XVI. afeending the throne, recalled thefe 
words to Mr.de Muy, conjuring him to accept of the 
miniftry. Though he had refufed it in the preceding 
reign, he could not withftand the entreaties of the fon 
of his departed friend. In a court univerfally afiaulted 
by impiety, he taught it that the Chriftian hero would, 
in no fituation, be aftiamed oi his God. 

When he commanded in Flanders, he had the hon¬ 
or of receiving the Duke of Gloucefter, brother to the 
King of England, at a time when the Catholic church 
commands abftinence from meat. True to his duty, 
he condu£l:ed the Duke to his table, faying, Myre- 
ligion is ftridlly. obferved in my houfe } had I ever 
« the misfortune to infringe that law, I (hould more 
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« carefully obferve it, on a day when I have fo illuflri- 
ous a prince, for a witnefs and cenfor of my condu^b. 

The Englifh punftually follow their religion ; out of 
^< .refpe£b for your Royal Highnefs, I will not exhibit 
^ the fcandal of a loofe Catholic, who could dare 
violate his, in your prefence.” 

If fo much religion, in the eyes of philofophifm, is 
only unfortunately being a bigot, let it look to the thou- 
fands of unhappy creatures that religion relieved, by 
the hands of Mr. de Muy. Let it behold the foldiery, 
rather led by his example than by the laws of courage 
and difeipline. Let it learn, that the province in which 
he commanded, ftill gratefully remembers and blefs their 
former governor, in fpite of the revolution, which 
feems to have tinged the human mind with the black hue 
of ingratitude.^ 

One of the great misfortunes of Lewis XVL was to 
lofe this virtuous minifter at an early period. Maurepas Maurepa*. 
was by no means the proper perfon to replace him in 
the confidence of the young king. His father even, 
who mentioned him in his will, had been mifled by the 
uverfion this former minifter had (hown to the Marquife 
de Pompadour, and his long exile had not wrought the 
change in him, which the Dauphin had fuppofed. The 
attention, however, which the young prince paid to the 
counfels of his father ftiow how ardently he wilhed to 
furround himfelf with minifters feconding his views, 
for the good of the people. He could have made a bet¬ 
ter choice, had he known what had mifled the Dau¬ 
phin. Maurepas was now old and decrepid, but had 
all the vices of youth. Voltaire transforms him into a 
philofopher, and he coalefced with the fe6b through lev¬ 
ity and> indolence. He believed in nothing ; he was 
without hatred againft the altar, as without affeftion for 
the Sophifters. He would with equal indifference, wit¬ 
tily lalha bifhop or D’Alembert. He found D’Argen- 
fon’s plan for the deftru^Hon of the religious orders, and 
he followed it. He would have foon fet afide the im¬ 
pious minifter, had he known him that would confpire 
againft the religion of the ftate. An enemy to all con- 
vulfions, and without any fixed principles on Chriftian- 
ity, he thought it at leaft impolitic to attempt its de- 
ftru£lion. He certainly was not one of thofe men ca- 

* See Mr. Le Tourneur de Treffol, on this Marelchal, alfo 
Feller’s Hift DiO. 
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pabie of flopping a revolution, but he did not forward it. 
He rather let others do the harm, than he did it him-* 
felf; but unfortunately that harm which he let others 
do, was great. Under his adminiflration philofophifm 
made a terrible progrefs. Nothing proves it better than 
the choice of that Turgot, whofe nomination is cele¬ 
brated by Voltaire as the beginning of a great revolution. 
The philanthropy of this man has been much extolled, 
but it was that of a hypocrite, as the reader will be con¬ 
vinced of, by the following letter from D’Alembert to 
Voltaire : You will foon receive another vifit, which^ 
I announce to you. It is that of Mr. de Turgot, a 
matter of Requetts, full of philofophy, a man of 
great parts and learning, a great friend of mine, and 
who wifbes to fee you in luck. I fay luck for propter 
metum Juda:orum (for fear of the Jews ;) we mufl 
not brag of it too much, nor you neither.*’* 

If at firft fight the fignification of the fear of the 
Jews is not underttood, D’Alembert will explain it in a 
fecond portrait of his friend : This Turgot, he writes, 
« is a man of wit, great inttruftion and very virtuous ; 
in a word, he is a worthy Cacouacy but has good rea- 
fons for not ihowing it too much, for I have learned 
«« to my cott, that the Cacouaquery (philofophifm) is not 
the road to fortune, and he deferves to make his.”f 
Voltaire had an interview with Turgot, and formed 
fo true a judgment of him, that he anfwers, If you 
have many licentiates of that ftamp in your feft, I 
fear for the wretchy /he is lott to good company.’’J 
To every man who underftands the encomiums of 
Voltaire or D’Alembert, this is as much as to fay, Tur¬ 
got is a fecret adept, he is an ambitious hypocrite and 
will at once be a traitor to his God, his king and his 
country: but with us, we call him virtuous, he is a 
confpirator of the true ftamp, neceflary to compafs the 
overthrow of Chriftianity. Had Voltaire or D’Alem¬ 
bert fpoken of an ecclefiaftic, or a religious writer who 
had only the virtues of a Turgot, what a monfter we 
Ihould have feen arife from his pen. Let the impartial 
hiftorian examine, and lay afide thefe ufurped reputa¬ 
tions of virtue, let him fay with truth, that Turgot, 
rich and above the common run of citizens, and ftill 
aiming at dignities and further fortune, cannot be cal¬ 
led a real philofopher. Turgot being the adept of the 

Letter 64, anno 1760. f Letter 76. % Letter 77. 
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confpiring Sophifters and a mafter of requefts, is al¬ 
ready perjured. He will be far more fo when he ar¬ 
rives at the miniftry. For by the {landing laws of the 
ftate, he could only enjoy thefe dignities, by affirming 
both by himfelf and others, his fidelity to the king, to 
religion and to the {late. He had already betrayed re¬ 
ligion and the {late, he will foon betray his king. He 
belonged to that fe£l of QEconomills who detefted the 
French monarchy, and only fu{Fered a king, in order 
to treat him as did the firft rebels of the revolution. 

At length, carried to the minillry, by the cabals of 
the fe£l, he ufes all his power to infpire the young king 
with his difgull for the monarchy, and with his princi¬ 
ples on the authority of a throne, he had fworn to 
maintain as minifter. He would willingly have tranf- 
formed him into a Jacobin king. He firft infinuates 
thofe errors, which are one day to throw the feeptre 
into the hands of the people, and overturn the altar and 
the throne ; if thofe are the virtues of a minifter, they 
are thofe of a treacherous one *, if errors of the mind, 
they are of a mad-man. Nature had endowed him 
with the defire of relieving his fellow-creatures. He 
heard the declamations of the Sophifters againft the 
remains of the feudal fyftem, under which the people 
ftill labored, and what with, the Sophifters, was a mere 
tool of their hatred for kings, he miftook for the cry of 
compaffion. He was blind to what all the world faw, 
and that particularly on the Corvees. He would not 
hearken to the voice of hiftory, which told him that the 
fhackles of the feudal fyftem had as yet been only bro¬ 
ken, by the wifdom and mature deliberation of the 
monarch, forefeeing the inconveniences and the means 
of covering the lolTes of the fuppreffion. But he would 
be hafty and he ruined every thing. The Sophifters 
thought his difmiffion too early, but ala^ ! it was not 
early enough ; for he had already tainted the throne 
with thofe revolutionary ideas on the fovereignty of the 
people; he had then forgotten that this was making all 
power depending on their caprice j he pretended to 
make the people happy by placing arms in their hands, 
with which they deftroyed themtelves. He thought to 
re-eftabli{h the laws in all their purity, and he only 
taught rebellion; he milleads the youthful monarch, 
too unexperinced, to unravel the fophifms of the fe6l j 
the very goodnefs of his heart leads him ftill more 
aftray. In the pretended rights of the people, he only 
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fees his own to be facrificed, and it is from Turgot, we 
are to trace that fatal error of his infurmountable pa¬ 
tience and fatal condefcenfion for that people, whofe 
fovereignty led to the fcafFold himfelf, his queen and 
his filler. 

Turgot is the firft minifter who ftiows that revolu¬ 
tionary fpirit, at once antichriftian and antimonarchial. 
Choifeul and Maleflierbes were more impious than Tur¬ 
got, Choifeul perhaps was even more wicked, but never 
before had a minifter been known, feeking to deftroy 
the principles of that authority, in the mind of the 
king, which he imparted to them. It was reported 
that Turgot had repented on feeing the fovereign mob 
threatening his perfon, on feeing them burfting open 
the magazines of corn, and throwing both corn and 
bread into the river and that under pretence of famine; 
it was then, as reported, that feeing his errors, he had 
laid open to Lewis XVI. all the plans of the Sophif- 
ters, and that thefe latter ever after fought to deftroy 
the idol they had fet up. This anecdote, unfortunately 
for the honor of Turgot, is unfounded. Before his 
elevation to the miniftry, he was an idol of the con- 
fpirators, and fuch he remained, until his death. Con- 
dorcet has alfo been his panegyrift and hiftorian, and 
he would not have been tolerant on the repentance of 
an adept. 

Scourges have fallen fucceffively on France fince the 
revolution, but prior to it they had fucceeded each other 
in the perfons of Lewis XVIth’s minifters. Necker 
appeared after Turgot, and Necker re-appears after 
Briennes. And his virtues were extolled by the So- 
phifters nearly as much as he extols them himfelf. 
This is another of thofe reputations, which the hifto¬ 
rian muft judge by fa6ls, not for the mere pleafure of 
detedling the confpiring hypocrite, but becaufc thefe 
unmerited reputations were a means employed for the con- ^ 
fummation of the confpiracy. 

Necker, as yet a banker’s clerk, was employed by 
fome fpeculators both as the confidant and agent, in a 
bufinefs which was fuddenly and greatly to augment 
their fortunes. They had the fecret of an approach¬ 
ing peace, which was confiderabiy to enhance the value 
of the Canada Bills ; one of the conditions of the fu¬ 
ture peace being, the payment of thofe bills which had 
remained in England : they let Necker into the fecret, 
on condition that for their common emolument, he 
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would write to London to have a number of thefe bills 
bought up at the low price which the war had reduced 
them to. Neckcr engaged in the aflbciation, and 
through the credit of his matter, the bills were monop¬ 
olized. His aflbciates, returning to know the ttate of 
the bargain, he told them that the fpeculation had ap¬ 
peared fo hazardous and bad, that he had dehtted from 
and countermanded the purchafe. Peace comes, and 
Necker is in poflelBon of thefe bills in his own account 
alone, and thefe make near three millions Tournois.— 
Such was the virtue of Necker when a clerk ! 

Now rich, he calls the Sophitters to his table ; his 
houfe becomes a weekly club, and the new Mecenas is 
well repaid for his good cheer by the encomiums and 
flattery of his guefts. D’Alembert, and the chiefs of 
the confpirators, punctually attended thefe aflemblies 
every Friday.* Necker hearing of nothing but philof^ 
ophy, would be a philofopher, as fuddenly as he became 
a lord, and the intrigue and encomiums of the feCt 
would transform him into a Sully. At length Lewis 
XVI. hearing fo much of the talents of this man in 
finance, called him to the minittry aS Comptroller Gen¬ 
eral. Among the many means of the confpirators, 
the moft infallible was to introduce diforder in the 
finances. Necker fucceeded completely in this plan, 
by thofe exorbitant loans which nothing could have 
hidden from the public, but that blind confidence, and 
thofe encomiums perpetually thrown out by the feft* 
But let Necker have aCled from the impulfe of confpir¬ 
ators, like an ignorant minitter who knew not whither 
he was driven, or knowingly hollowed out the abyfs, it 
is not his pretended virtue that is to plead his defence. 
Is it not probable that the man, who, when recalled 
for the fccond time to the minittry, could dare to ftarve 
the people in the midtt of plenty, in order to convulfe 
them into a revolution, could alfo attempt to ruin the 
finances to produce the fame convulfive ttate ? Such 
a virtue as his may be nearly clafled with the blacked 
guilt. 

At the time when Necker was recalled to replace 
Briennes in the minittry, at the time when his great 
generofity to the people was cried up, and that all 
Trance was ftunned with his great feats, at that very 
time was he, in concert with Philippe D’Orleans, ttar- 

* Correlpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, Let. 31, anno 

1770* 
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ving the people into revolt againft their king, the nobles 
and the clergy. This virtuous man had bought up all 
the corn, had ordered it to be {hut up in ftore-houfes, 
or in barges fent it from one place to another, forbid¬ 
ding the intendants to allow of the fale of any corn, 
until they had received his orders. The Magazines re¬ 
mained ftut. The boats wandered from port to port. 
The people clamoroufly called for bread, but in vain ! 
The parliament of P^ouen, concerned for ' the {late to 
which the province of Normandy was reduced, defired 
its prefident to write to the minifter (Necker) to demand 
the fale of a great quantity of corn which they knew 
to be then in the province. His letter was not anfwered. 
The firft prefident received a fecond fummons from his 
body, to expatiate in the moft prefling manner on the 
wants of the people; at length Necker anfwers, that 
he has fent his orders to the Intendant. His orders arc 
executed, but the Intendant is obliged, for his own juf- 
tification, to lay them before the parliament, and fo far 
were they from what was expefted, that they were 
barely an inftru£lion to put oflT the fale, and to invent 
divers pretexts andexcufesto elude the demands of the 
magiftrates, and to rid him of their applications. 
Meanwhile the vefTels laden with corn, proceeded from 
the ports to the ocean, from the ocean to the rivers, or 
Amply to the interior of the provinces. At the period 
when Necker was driven from the miniftry for the fec¬ 
ond time, the people were deftitute of bread. The 
parliament had then obtained proof that the fame boats, 
laden with the fame corn, had been from Rouen to Pa¬ 
ris, and from Paris back again ; then embarked at Rou¬ 
en for the Havre, and thence returned again half rotten. 
The Attorney General profited of this fecond difmillion 
to fend circular orders to flop thefe preceedings, and to 
give the people the liberty of buying this corn. At the 
expulfion of this minifter, the populace of Paris, ftu- 
pidly fovereign, run to arms, and demand their Necker, 
carying his buft through the ftreets with that of Phil- 
lippe D’Orleans, and never were two aflaflins better 
coupled in their triumph. The populace would have 
its executioner, which it ftupidly ftiled its father \ and 
Necker, on his return, ftarves it anew. Scarce had he 
heard of the orders which the Attorney General of the 
Parliament of Normandy had given, when the revolu¬ 
tionary agents are fent from Paris, the people are ftir- 
red up againft the magiftrate, his manfion is forced and, 
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pillaged, and a price is put upon his head !—Such were 
the virtues of the adept Necker, when minifter and 
proteflor of the confpirators. 

For the authenticity of thefe fafls, the hiftorian will 
appeal to the chief magiftrates of the parliament of 
Rouen. If to ftiew the chief agent of fuch horrid 
deeds, I have been obliged to anticipate on the fecond 
part of this work ; it is becaufe Necker had confpired 
againft the throne, equally as againft the altar. It was 
through him the Sophifters were to draw the Calvinifts 
into their party, but pretending to the faith of Geneva 
he was really a Deift. Had not the Calvinifts been 
blind to conviftion, they could have feen it in his wri¬ 
tings or in his univerfal connexions with the impious. 

For this empty and vain man aimed at every thing. 

From a Clerk he became Comptroller-General *, next a 
proteXing Sophifter, and hence concluded he was a di¬ 
vine. He publifhed his ideas on Religious Opinions, 
and this work was nothing lefs than deifm, and that is 
not judging feverely a work, which does not look upon 
the exiftence of God as proved ^ for what can the reli¬ 
gion of that man be, who doubts of the exiftence of a 
God ? This work obtained for its author an academic 
crown, as being the beft produXion of the day ; that 
is to fay, that could infinuate the moft impiety the lead 
perceived. 

After what has been faid of the minifter Brienncs, Brlennc*^ 
the intimate friend of D’Alembert, after the wicked- 
nefs of this man has been fo public, I fbould not men¬ 
tion him had I not to difcover a plot, the like of which 
hiftory would blulh to (how, and none but the annals 
of the modern Sophifters could produce. Under the 
name of (Economifts, the confpirators held fecret 
meetings (which later we fhall lay open to the public,) 
and impatiently waited the death of Mr. de Beaumont, 
Archbifhop of Paris, to give him a fucceffor, who en¬ 
tering into their views, and, under the pretext of hu¬ 
manity, kindnefs and toleration, was as patiently to en¬ 
dure with Philofophifm, Janfenifm and all other feXs, 
as Mr. de Beaumont had ftrenuoufly oppofed them. He 
was to be particularly indulgent as to the difcipline of 
the parifh clergy, even to let it decay in a few years. On 
tenets he was to be equally patient. He was to reprefs 
the zeal of thofe who appeared too aXive ; to interdiX 
them, even .to difplace them as men too ardent or even 
Vol. I. X 
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turbulent. He was carefully to receive all accufatlonf 
of this fort, and replace the over-zealous by men whom 
the Sophiftcrs had prepared and would recommend, 
particularly for dignitaries. By this plan the parilh 
churches, as yet adminiftered by a moft edifying clergy, 
were foon to be overrun by the moft fcandalous. Ser¬ 
mons and catechiftical leftures becoming daily lefs fre¬ 
quent ; in 6ne, all inftruftions running in^the philofo- 
phic drain, bad books daily multiplying; the people 
feeing in their pariflies none but a clergy fcandalous in 
their morals, and little zealous in their doftrine, were 
naturally to abandon the churches and their religion. 
The apoftacy of the capital was to carry with it that of 
the moft effential diocefe ; and hence the evil was to 
fpread far around. Thus without violence, nnithout being 
perceived^ by the foie connivance of its chief paftor, re¬ 
ligion was to be crulhed in the capital; not but wha^ 
Briennes might have given fome exterior figns of zeal, 
had the circumftances required.^ 

Nothing but the ambition of a Briennes, and the 
wickednefs of his heart, could have made him accept 
the archbifhopric on fuch conditions. The agreement 
made, the Sophifters put all tlieir agepts in motion. 
The court is befet 5 an artful man, of the name of Ver- 
mon, who had been made reader to the queen by Choif- 
eul, on the recommendation of Briennes, feized on this 
opportunity to make fome return to his pirotecSlor. The 
queen recommended the prQte6i:or of Vermon, and fhe 
thought ftie was do'ing well *, the king thought he did 
ftill better in nominating the man, whofe moderation; 
whofe prudence and whofe genius, were fo perpetual a 
topic, to the Archbifiiopric of Paris ; and during one 
day Briennes was really named. But no fooner was it 
known either at court or in Paris, than every Chriftian 
fhuddered at the news. The king’s aunts and the Prin- 
cefs de Marfan in particular, immediately forefaw the 
fcandal with which France was threatened, and the 
king prevailed upon by their prayers, annulled what he 
had already done. The archbifhopric was given to a 
man whofe modefty, zeal and impartiality, would form 
the ftrongeft contraft, with the vices of Briennes. Un¬ 
fortunately for France neither the king nor particularly 
the queen were fufficiently convinced, to lofe all confi¬ 
dence in the pretended virtues of this man, nor did the 

* See hereafter the declaration of Mr. le Roi. „ 1 
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confpirators lay all hopes afide of hereafter railing him 
to a more exalted ftation. 

Like to the thunder-bolt hidden in the clouds, black¬ 


ened by the tempeft and waiting the convulfion of the 
heavens to break forth, fo did Briennes, from the dark 
cloud which threatened France, convulfed during the 
fitting of the Notables, called by Calonne, burft forth 
prime minifter. To fhow his fubferviency to the So- 
phifters, he began by that famous edift which Voltaire 
had folicited twenty years before in behalf of the Hu¬ 
guenots, though he had looked upon them as mad and 
raving mad by that edi£l fo long wiflied for by D’A¬ 
lembert, as a means of duping the Proteftants, and of 
crujbing Chriftianity, without its even being perceived.^ 
Offspring of the temped, he is at length overpowered" 
by thofe billows which carried Necker to the helm, and 
which Necker holds folely to immerfe his. king, the no¬ 
bility and the clergy into that fea of impious fophiftry 
and frantic rage, which the confpirators had created.—- 
Briennes died covered with infamy, but without remorfe 
or giving figns of repentance. 

By the fame intrigue that had carried Briennes to the 
prime miniftry, Lamoignon, whofe anceftors had been 
an ornament to the magiltracy, obtained the feals. He 
was notorioully like many other courtiers, an unbe¬ 
liever, but he vvas alfo one of the confpirators. His 
name is to be found in their mod fecret committees. 



On his difgrace which foon followed that of Briennes, 
he philofophically fhot himfelf.—Two fuch men at the 
head of the minidry ! what means had they not, of 
countenancing and forwarding the Antichridian Con- 
fpiracy ! 


Poderity will find it difficult to conceive that a mon- 
arch fo religious as Lewis XVI. fhould have been fur- 
rounded by fuch a fet of impious miniders. Their^ pious min- 
furprife will be much leffened, when they confider that'fillers. 


the confpirators aimed modly at the higher orders of ^ 

fociety, and that they widied to dediroy religion in thbfe ^ ^ 

chiefly who approached the perfon of the monarch.:]: 


To the paflions of this privileged clafs, let the facility 
of fatisfyingthem be added, and we fhall eafily con¬ 


ceive with what facility Voltaire could attack a religion 


* Letter toMarmontel, zift Auguft 1767. \ 

+ Letter 4th of May 176a. « 

t Voltaire to Diderot, Z5th December 1762, to D’Alembert 
and Damilaville^ 
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which fo much militated againft thofe pafTions. With¬ 
out doubt, eminent virtues and the moil diftinguifhed 
piety were to be found among the nobility and grandees 
of the court: for inftance, Madame Elizabeth, (ifter 
to the king, Mefdames de France the king's aunts, the 
PrincefTes de Conti, Loiiife de Conde, de Marfan, the 
Due de Penthievre, the Marefchal de Mouchi, de 
Broglie, and many other diftinguifhed perfonages who 
would have done honor to the brighteft ages of Chrif- 
tianity* Among the minifters themfelves, hiftory will 
except Mr. de Vergennes and Mr. de St. Germain, and 
perhaps fome others who could not be challenged by 
impiety ; throughout the whole clafs of the nobility 
thefe exceptions may be more frequent than might be 
fuppofed, but neverthelefs it is unfortunately true to 
fay, that Voltaire had made furprifing progrefs among 
th^ great, and that will eafily account for the moft un¬ 
happy choices Lewis XVL had made *, virtue feeks bb- 
feurity and is little jealous of elevation. None but the 
ambitious were foremoft on the ranks, and the Sophif- 
ters would ftun the ill-fated monarch with the praifes 
of thofe whom they thought would beft fecond their 
views, and who had been initiated in their myfteries. 
Not only the throne, but the public itfelf was to be 
overpowered by the praifes which they lavilhed on the 
adept they wifhed to elevate to the miniftry. Their in¬ 
trigues were more fecret and fiirpafled the art of cour¬ 
tiers themfelves ; befides, afting under the influence of 
public opinion, how could they not diredl the choice of 
a young prince whofe greateft failing was diffidence in 
his own judgment. By fuch arts were the Turgots, 
the Neckers, the Lamoignons, the Briennes fucceffively 
forced into the councils of Lewis XVI. paffing over in 
filence thofe fubaltern minifters and firft clerks, impor¬ 
tantly great, whofe fervices the confpiring Sophifters 
carefully fecured. 

Thus protected, impiety foared above the laws nearly 
filenced. It was in vain for the clergy to reclaim the 
hand of power, for it connived at the confpirators ; 
their writings were circulated and their perfons fecure. 
Voltaire even writes to D'Alembert, Thanks to a prieft 
‘‘ about the court, I ftiould have been undone had it not 

been for the Chancellor^ who at all times has fhown 
^ me the greateft kindnefs.’’* This fhows how little 

* Letter 133, anno 1774. 
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any reclamations of the clergy could avail even againft 

the chief of the confpirators. This letter difcovers a 

new protc6tor of the Sophiftcrs in the perfon of Mr. Mcau- 

de Meaupou *, his ambition and his connection with 

the chief of the confpirators had always been hidden 

under the mafk of religion. 

In a letter written alfo to D’Alembert, we fee what 
immenfe ufe fuch protections were of, not only to 
Voltaire but alfo to the other adepts. He fpeaks of 
ChoifeuL I have the greateft obligations to him. 

It is to him alone that I owe all the privileges I have 
on my eftate. Every favor that I have alked for my 
friends he has granted.”* 

Some of thefe proteCtors alfo aimed at being authors, 
and without Voltaire’s talents fought to infpire the peo¬ 
ple with the fame principles. Of this number was the Due 
Duke D’Ufez who, to verify the exprefiion of Voltaire 
that he was ftronger in mind than in body, had under¬ 
taken a work in favor of liberty and equality applied to 
our belief in matters of faith, without confulting either 
church or paftor. Voltaire only wiflied to fee it fin- 
ilhed to declare the work as ufeful to fociety as it was 
to the duke himfelf.f This work never appeared, fo 
we know not how to clafs the genius of the noble di¬ 
vine. 

In Voltaire’s letters we find many other great perfon- other 
ages who fwell the lift of adepts and proteCtors, many great per-' 
names already famous in hiftory ; fuch was the defeend- ft>nage8. 
ant of a Crillon or a Prince of Salmcy both worthy of 
better days according to Voltaire ; but let not the reader 
miftake them, for the age of the Bayards and of thofe 
bold knights of former times ; no, it is of an age wor¬ 
thy of their modefy and their philofophic fcience. We fee 
Voltaire placing all his hopes in the prince of Lignefor 
the propagation of his fophifticated fcience throughout 
Brabant \ and the Duke of Braganza, is as much ex¬ 
tolled for the fimilarity of his fentiments. 

Among the Marquifles, Counts and Chevaliers, we 
find the Marquis D’Argence de Derac, a brigadeer- 
general, zealous in the deftruCtion of Chriftianity in 
the province of Angoumois, and modernizing his fel¬ 
low-countrymen, with his philofophic ideas.—The 
Marquis de Rochefort, Colonel of a regiment, who 
through his philofophifm had gained the friendfcip of 

* Letter no, anno 1762. 
t Voltaire to the Due D’Ufez; 19th Nov. 1760. 
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Due de la 

Rochefou- 

cault. 


Voltaire and D’Alembert.—^The Chevalier Ghattellax 
bold but more adroit in the war again ft Chriftianity. 
In fine, were we to credit Voltaire, nearly all thofe 
whom he was acquainted with in this clafs, were-whalt 
he ftyles honeft men in a letter to Helvetius in ^763: 
<< Believe me, he v/rites, that Europe is full of men of 
reafon, who are opening their eyes to the light. 
Truly the ntimber is prodigious. I have not feen for 
thefe ten years paft « Jingle honejl man of whatev'eV 
country or religion he may have been, hut ivhat ah^ 
folutely thought as you It is probable, and it is td 

be hoped that Voltaire greatly exaggerated his fuccefs. 
It would be impoffible to conceive, that of the nunl- 
bers of the nobility who went to contemplate the Grand 
Lama of the Sophifters at Ferney, the greateft part 
were . not attrafted by curiofity, rather than impiety; 
The fureft rule by which we may diftinguifti the trub 
adepts, is by the confidence he placed in them, ot 
whether he lent them the ptodu£lions of his own pen 
or thofe of other confpirators. At that rate even the 
lift would greatly extend. Many duchefles and mar** 
chionelTes would be found, as philofophic as Sifter 
Guillemetta. But let them be forgotten thofe adbptfe 
more dupes than wicked, more unfortunate are they 
ftill, if they are above being pitied. 

Of thefe prote£lors, the Count D’Afgent'al honorary 
counfellor of the parliament, is to be particalkrly dif- 
tinguifhed. Nearly of the fame age as Voltaire, he al¬ 
ways had been his bofom friend. All that Mr. de la 
Harpe fays of the amiability of this Countj’ may be 
true, but however amiable, it will alfo be true to fay^ 
that both the Count and Countefs D’Argental were thb 
dupes of their admiration and friendftiip for Voltair'e; 
He correfponds as regularly with thefe two adepts iis 
he did with D’Alembert, and as confidently exhorU 
them to crufti the wretch. He ftyles them his two an¬ 
gels. He employed the Count as general agent for all 
higher proteftions, that he might ftand in need of^ and 
few agents were more devoted or more faithful, that 
to fay more impious.* ' ' » « 

A name of greater importance, and that is not to ht 
overlooked among the protefting adepts, is. that of the 
Due (ie la Rochefoucault. To him who knows hoti* 
much the Duke muft have been miftaken irt his own 


* Sec General Correfpondence. 
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jsdty it will be matter of little furprife to fee him fo fel- 
4 om mentioned in Voltaire^s correfpondence 5 but fafts 
fupply the place of written proofs. The Duke had 
been weak enough to allow himfelf to be perfuaded, 
that impiety and Philofophifm could alone give him a 
reputation. He protected the Sophifters, and even 
penfioned Condorcet. It would have been happy for 
him had he not waited for the murderers fent by Con¬ 
dorcet himfelf, to learn what were the real principles of 
this Philofophifm. 

In foreign courts, many great perfonages thought to 
foar above the vulgar, by this fame Sophiftry. Vol¬ 
taire could not fufficiently admire the zeal of Prince 
Gallitziii, in dedicating the mofl impious of Helvetius’s 
W'orks to the Emprefs of RufTia.^ He was ftill more 
delighted with Count Schouwallow, the powerful pro- 
teftor of the Sophifters at that Court, and with all 
thofe, by whofe intrigues D^AIembert had been nomi¬ 
nated for the education of the heir to the Imperial dia«* 
dem. 

In Sweden, whence the Chamberlain Jennings, un¬ 
der the aufpices of the King and Queen, had gone to 
announce to the patriarch of Ferney, the great progrcfs 
of Philofophifm in that countryan adept was to be 
found far more extolled by the confpirators. This 
was the Count de Creutz, ambaflador in France, and 
afterwards in Spain. He had fo welf blended his em- 
bafly with the apoftlefhip of impiety, that Voltaire, 
enraptured, was inconfolable at his departure from Pa¬ 
ris. He writes to Madame Geofrin, «< Had there been 
an Emperor Julian on earth, the Count de Creutz 
“ Ihould have been fent on enibafly to him, and not 
to a country where Auto-da-fe’s are made. The 
fenate of Sweden muft have been mad, not to have 
“ left fuch a man in France; he would have been of 
ufe there, and it is impoflible that he fhould do any 
good in Spain.”:); 

But this Spain, fo much defpifed by Voltaire, could 
produce a D’Aranda, whom he ftyles the Favorite of 
Philofophyi and who daily went to ftimulate his zeal, in 
the company of D’Alembert, Marmontelle, and Mad- 
cmoifelle D’Efpinafe, whofe club nearly equalled the 
French Academyn 

^ Let. 117, to D’Alembert. 

t Let. to D’Alembert, 19th Jan. 1769. J aift May, 1764* 
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Other dukes and grandees were to be found in Spain, 
equally admiring the French Sophiftry. In particular' 
the Marquis de Mora and the Duke of Villa Hermofa.* 
In this fame country^ fo much defpifed by the Sophif- 
ters, we find D’Alembert diftinguifhing the Duke of 
Alba. It is of him that he writes to Voltaire, « One 
, of the firft grandees of Spain, a man of great wit, 
<< and the fame perfon who was ambaflador in France, 
under the name of Duke of Huefcar, has juft fent 
me twenty guineas towards your ftatue ; condem- 
ned, he fays, fecretly to cultivate my reafon, I joy- 
<< fully feize this opportunity of publicly teftifying my 
gratitude to the great man, who firft pointed out the 
<< road for me.”f 

It was at the fight of fo numerous a lift of difciples, 
that Voltaire exclaimed, “ Viftory declares for us on 
all fides ; I do alTure you that in a little time, noth- 
ing but the rabble will follow the ftandard of our ene- 
mies.”t He did not fufficiently dive into futurity, 
or he would have feen that rabble mifled one day by the 
fame principles, and facrificing its mafters on the very 
altar they had raifed to impiety. 

•As to D’Alembert, he could not contain himfelf, 
when informed of the numerous admirers that flocked 
to Ferney. “ What the devil, would he write, forty 
guefts at table, of whom two mafters of requefts 
<< and a counfellor of the grand chamber, without 
«« counting the Duke of Villars and company.”^ Din¬ 
ing at Voltaire’s, to be fure, is not an abfolute proof 
of the philofophifm of the gueft, but it fhews, gene¬ 
rally, men who admired the chief of that impiety which 
was one day to be their ruin. 

It was net by chance that D’Alembert mentions the 
counfellor of the grand chamber. He was fully aware 
of what importance it was for the confpirators, to have 
proteftors, or even admirers, in the higher orders of 
the magiftracy, Voltaire was of the fame opinion 
when he writes, Luckily during thefe ten years pad, 
that parliament (of Thouloufe) has been recruited by 
young men of great wit, who have read, and who 
think like you.”|| This letter alone denotes how much 
the tribunals were relaxed, for many years preceding 
the revolution. They were vefted w'aIi all the author- 

* Let. of Voltaire, iftMay 1768. f Let. 108, anno 
t Let. to Damilaville. § Let. 76, anno 1760. 

II Let. Iz, anno 1769. 
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ity ncccffary for (lopping the circulation of thefe impi¬ 
ous and feditious works, and of taking cognizance of 
their authors, but they had fo much neglefled it, that 
in the latter times, a decree of the parliament was a 
means of enhancing the price, and extending the circu¬ 
lation of the work. 

Voltaire, notwithftanding the numerous conquefts 
made in thefe temples of juftice, often complains of 
fome of thofe refpeftable corps, as ftill containing 
magiftrates w^ho loved religion. But in return he ex¬ 
tols the philofophic zeal of thofe of the fouth. 

There (he writes to D’Alembert) you go from a Mr. 

Duche to a Mr. de CaJiUlotty Grenoble can boaft of 
** a Mr. Servan. It is impoflible that reafon and tol- 

eration (hould not make the greatefl progrefs under 

fuch mafters.”* This hope was the better founded, 
as thefe three magiftrates, here named by Voltaire, are 
precifely thofe, who by their fundlions of attorney or 
Solicitor generals, were obliged to oppofe the progrefs 
of that reafon, fynonimous with impiety in the mouth 
of Voltaire ^ and to uphold the power of the law againit 
thofe daily produ6lions and their authors. 

Mr. de la Chalotaix is of all others, the folicitor 
general who feems to have been in the clofeft intimacy 
with Voltaire. It is in their correfpondence, that we 
fee how much the confpirators were indebted and how 
grateful they were to him, on account of his zeal againfl: 
the Jefuits, and how much the deftru£lion of that or¬ 
der, was blended with that of all other religious, in 
their plans for the total overthrow of all ecclcfiaftical 
authority.! 

But in fpite of all this Philofophifm, which had crept 
into the body of the magiftracy, we meet with men 
venerable, and whofe virtues were the ornament of the 
higheft tribunals •, particularly the grand chamber of 
the parliament of Paris, appeared fo oppofite to his im¬ 
piety, that he defpaired of ever philofophizing it. He 
even does it the honor of ranking it with that populace 
and thofe ajfembltes of the clergyy that he defpaired of ever 
rendering reafonabUy or rather impious.^ 

* Let. of the 5th Nov. 1770. ^ 

! See their coirefpondence, particularly Voltairc’i lett^ 
Mr. Chalotaix, 17th May 176a. 

X Let. to D’Alembert, 13th Dec. 1763. 

Voi. I. y 
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Tcrrey. 


There even was a time, when he exprefles his indig^ 
nation to Helvetius in the following terms. ** I believe 
<< that the French are defcended from the centaurs, 
who were half men ^nd ka/f pack-harjes* Thefe'twe 
<< halves have been feparated, and there remained, 
<< men like you and feme others^ alfo horfes, mfht) have 
bought the ojfeces of counfellor (in parliament,) or who 
<< have made themfelves doftors of Sorbonne/^* 

It is an agreeable duty I fulfil, when I ihow proof of 
this fpite of the Sophi'fters againft the firfl: corps of the 
French magiftracy. It is certain that at the time of the 
revolution, many magiftrates were yet to be found, 
who better informed of the intrigues of the Sophifters^ 
would willingly have given greater vigour to the laws 
for the fupport of religion. But impiety had intruded 
even into the grand chamber. Terrey, as yet only 
known as a wicked minifter, is not fufficiently fo as a 
Sophifter. 

Whatever may be the blackncfs of many fafts men¬ 
tioned in thefe memoirs, few are of a deeper hue than 
the following one. 

The bookfeller Le Jay was publicly felling one of 
thofe works, the impiety of which fometimes com¬ 
manded the attention of the parliament. That fold by 
Le Jay was ordered to be publicly burnt and the author 
and fellers to be profecuted. Terrey offered himfelf to 
make the neceflary perquifitions, and was to report to 
parliament. He ordered Le Jay before him, and I will 
lay before the reader the very words I heard the book¬ 
feller make ufe of, when he gave an account of what 
had pafied on the occafion. As to the title of the work, 
larn not quite certain whether he mentioned it or not, 
but I perfectly remember what follows:—Ordered be- 
y before Mr^ Terrey, counfellor in parliament; I wait- 
on him. He received me with an air of gravity, fat 
down on a couch, and queftioned me as follows:— 
Is it you that Tell this work comdemned by a decree of 
the parliament ? I anfwered. Yes, my Lord. How 
can you fell fuch dangerous works ? As many others 
are fold.—Have you fold many of them ? Yes my 
Lord.—Have you many left ? About fix hundred 
copies.—Do you know the author of this bad work ? 
Yes, my Lord.—Who is it ? You, my Lord !—How 
dare you fay fo ; how do you know that ? I know it. 


* July 1761. 
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my Lord, from the perfon of whom I bought your 
manufcript.—Since you know it all is over 5 go, but 
be prudent.” 

^ It may be eafily conceived that this interrogatory was 
not reported to the parliament, and the reader will 
equally underftand what pr^^grefs the Antlchriftian 
Cdlilpiracy made in a country, where its adepts were 
fcated in uic very fan^^uary of the laws. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Ciafs *— 0 / Men of Letters, 

T he paflions and the facility of gratifying them, 
the yoke of religion once thrown off, had given 
the confpirators great power among the higher clafles 
of focicty; and the empty hopes of a reputation brought 
over to their ftandards all thofe who pretended to lite¬ 
rary fame. The great talents of Voltaire, and a fuc- 
cefs perhaps fuperior to his talents, proclaimed his fway 
abfolute, over the clafs of men of letters. Humbly 
thofe men followed his triumphant car, who above 
all others will proudly flatter themfelves with the per- 
feftion of their own ideas. It was only necefTary for 
him to give the fafhion. Like to thofe frivolous nations 
where the high-flown courtezans, by their foie exam¬ 
ple, can introduce the moft wanton fafhions in attire, 
juft fo does the premier chief. Scarce had he fhown 
his bias towards impiety, when the men of letters would ^ 
all be impious. 

Roufleau. From that cloud of writers and adepts, a man (hone 
forth who might have difputed with him the palm of 
genius ; and who, for celebrity, needed not to refort 
to impiety. This was Jean Jaques RoufTeau. That 
famous citizen of Geneva, fublime when he pleafes in 
his profe, rivalling Milton or Corneille in his poetry, 
could have rivalled Bofluet under the banners of Chrif* 
tianity. Unfortunately for his glory, he was known to 
Alembert, Diderot and Voltaire, and for a time he 
leagued with them, and fought like them, the means 
of crufhing Chrift and his religion. In this fynagogue 
of impiety, as in that of the Jews, teftimonies did not 
agree \ divifions enfued, but though feparated, their 
attacks were bent againft Chriftianity. This is to be 
feen in a letter from Voltaire to D'Alembert, where he 
fays, « What a pity it is that Jean Jaques, Diderot, 
Helvetius and you, with other men of your ftamp, 
fhould not have been unanimous in your attacks on 
the nvretch. My greateft grief is, to fee the impof- 
tors united, and the friends of truth divided.”* 

* No, 156, anno 1756. 
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When Roufleau feccded from the Sophlfters, he did 
jiot by that forfake either his own or their errors ; he 
feparately carried oh the war. The admiration of the 
adepts was divided. In either fchool, impiety had only- 
varied its weapons, nor were opinions more conftant or 
lefs impious. 

Voltaire was themoft a£live, but vigor was given to 
Jean Jaques. With the ftrength of Hercules he alfo 
partook of his delirium. Voltaire laughed at contra- 
diftion, and his pen flew with every wind. Jean Ja¬ 
ques would infill on the paradoxes foftered in his brain, 
and brandifhing his club on high, he wbuld equally 
ftrike at truth or falfehood. The former was the vane 
of opinion, the latter the Proteus of Sophiftry. Both 
equally diftant from the fchools of wifdom, both wifh- 
ed to lay the foundations and firft principles of philofo- 
phy. 

The pro and con was equally adopted by them, and 
both found themfelvcs condemned to the moll humilia¬ 
ting inconftancy. Voltaire, uncertain as to the exift- 
ence of a God, or of a future (late, applies to Sophif- 
ters bewildered* like himfelf, and remains perplexed. 

Jean Jaques, as yet a mere youth, fays to himfelf, « I 

am going to throw this ftone againfl that tree oppo- 
<< fite to me: If I hit, a fign of falvation ; if I mifs, 

« a fign of damnation.^’ Jean Jaques hits, and heaven 
is his lot. This proof fufficed for the philofopher long 
after his youthful days : and he was far advanced in i 
years when he fays, « Ever after that I never doubted / 

«« of my falvation.’’* (- f ‘ 

Voltaire one day beliWe'd he could demonftrate the 
exiftence of the Author of the Univerfe j he then be¬ 
lieved in an all-powerful God, who remunerated virtue.f 
The day after, the whole of this demonftration is dwin¬ 
dled into probabilities and doubts, which it would be 
the fummit of ridicule to pretend to folve.f 

The fame truth is one day evident to Jean Jaques, 
nor does he doubt of it after having demonftrated it 
himfelf. He beheld the Deity all around him, with 
him, and throughout nature on that day, when he ex¬ 
claimed, “ I am certain that God exifts of himfelf. 

But the day following, the demonftration was forgot¬ 
ten, and he writes to Voltaire, « Frankly I confefs that 

♦ His Confeffions, book 6th. f Voltaire on Atheifm. 

:J: Voltaire on Atheifm ; and on the Soul by Suranus. 

J The Emile and Let. to the Archbiihop. of Paris. 
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(on the exiftence of God,) neither the pro nor the 
“ appears to me demonftrated.” With Jean Jaques 
as with Voltaire, ^heifm and Atbeifm could only found 
their do6lrine on probabilities.’^ And they both bdieved 
in one only principle or foie M.over.\ But at another 
time they could not deny but what there were two; 
principles or two caufes4 

Voltaire, after having written that Atheifm would 
people the earth with robbers, villains and monfters,§ 
would acquit Atheifm in Spinofa, and even allow of it 
in a Philofopher,|j and profeffed it himfelf when he 
writes to D’Alembert, I know of none but Spinofa 
who has argued well.”1[ That is to fay, I know of 
no true philofopher but he to whom all matter and this 
world is the foie God ; and after having tried every 
fe£l, he ends by preffing D’Alembert to unite all par¬ 
ties in the war againft Chrift. Jean Jaques had writ¬ 
ten that the Atheifts deferved punifhment; that they 
were difturhers of the public peace^ and as fuch guilty of 
death.* * * § ** Then thinking he had fulfilled Voltaire^s 
wifh, writes to the minifter Vernier, I declare that 
my foie obje£t in the New Eloifa, was to unite the 
« ^wo oppofite parties (the Deifls and Atheifts,) by a 
reciprocal efteem for each other, and to teach the 
“ philofophers that one may believe in God without be- 
ing a hypocrite, or deny him without being a raf- 
caL”ff And this fame man writes to Voltaire, that 
an Atheift cannot be guilty before God. That fliould 
the law find the Atheift guilty of death, it was the de- 
nounciator who fhould be burned as fuch-Jt 

Voltaire would blafpheme the law of Chrift, retraft, 
receive the facrament, and prefs the confpirators to 
crufh the wretch ! Jean Jaques would lay afide Chrif- 
tianity, or refume it again, and with Calvin will par¬ 
take of the Laft Supper ;§§ will write the moft fublime 

* Letter to Voltaire, vol. 12. Quarto edit, of Geneva, 

f Voltaire on the Principle of Action.—Jean Jaques in the 
Emile, vol. 3, page 115,' and Letter to the Archbifiiop of Paris, 

J Voltaire, Queft. Encyclop. vol. 9.—Jean Jaques, Emile, 
v®l. 3, page 61, and Let. to the Archbiihop of Paris. 

§ On Atheifm. [I Axiom 3. 

f Letter to D'Alembert, i6th June, 1773. 

** Emile, vol. 4, page 68. Social Contract, chap. 8. ' 
tt Letter to Mr. Vernier. ' 

it Letters to Voltaire, vol. la, andNew Eloifa. 

$$ D'Alembert writes to Voltaire, in fpeaking of Roufleau, 
^ X pity him, and if his happincis depends on his approaching 
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encomiums on Chrift that human eloquence could de* 
vife, and then finifli by blafpheming that fame Chrift as 
a fanatic.II If the Antichriftian Revolution was one 
day to' carry Voltaire triumphantly to the Pantheon, 
Roufleau had the fame rights to the inauguration of the 
Sophifters of Impiety. We fhall fee him gain far other 
claims on the Sophifters of Rebellion. If the former 
fccretly foHcits kings to fubferibe to his ftatue, the lat¬ 
ter openly writes that at Sparta one would have been 
creGed to him. 

With fo fimilar a conduft, each of thefe chiefs had 
his diftinftive chara6teriftics. Voltaire hated the God 
of the Chriftians. Jean Jaques admired but blafphe- 
med him, and pride wrought in the latter, all that 
jealoufy and hatred produced in the former 5 and it will 
long be a doubt which has been moft fatal to Chriftian* 
ity, the one by his atrocious farcafms and impious fat- 
ire, the other by his fophiftry under the cloak of reafon. 

After their feparation, Voltaire hated Jean Jaques, 
fcoffed at him, and would have him chained as a mad¬ 
man.* But he could not hide his joy, when the Pro- 
feflion of Faith of the Savoyard Vicar, written by this 
madman, was the book out of which youth were taught 
to read.f Jean Jaques would at the fame time deteft: 
the chiefs of the confpirators, expofe them and be ha¬ 
ted by them : he would preferve their principles, court 
their friendfhip and efteem anew, and that of the pre¬ 
mier chief in particular.:^ , 

If to define the Sophifter of Ferney was a difficult 
talk, is it not equally fo, to paint the citizen of Ge- 
• neva ? Jean Jaques loved the fciences and is crowned 
by thofe who reviled them; he wrote againft the thea¬ 
tre and compofed operas; he fought friends and is fa¬ 
mous for his breaches of friendfhip. He extols the 

the Holy Table, and in calling holy a religion which he has 
fo much vilified, I own that my efteem is greatly diminifhed.’* 

{Let. 105, anno 1762.) He might have faid as much of Voltaire^s 
communions, but he never dared. He even feeks to give him a 
plea for his hypoctify, when he fays, “ Perhaps J am in the 
“ wrong, for certainly you are better .^cquainted than I am, with 
“ the leafons that determined you.” He does not mention his 
efteem being diminilhed ; on the contrary, Voltaire is always his 
dear and illujlrious majler I Letter 31ft May, 1768. 

II His Confeflion and Profeflions of the Savoyard Vicar. * 

* Let. to Damilaville, 8th May 1761, and War of Geneva, 
f Letter to the Count D’Aigental, 26th Sept. 1766. 

% See his letters, and the Life of Seneca by Diderot, 
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charms of virtue, and he bends the knee before the 
proftitute de Varens. He declares himfelf the moft 
virtuous of men and under the modeft title of his Con- 
fcffions, he retraces in his old age the dilTolute fcenes 
of his youth. To tender mothers he gives the moft 
pathetic advice in nature ; and fmothering in himfelf 
the cries of that fame nature, he baniflies his children to 
that hofpital where, from the fhame of its birth, the 
unfortunate babe is condemned to the perpetual igno¬ 
rance of its parents. The fear of feeing them, makes 
him inexorable to the entreaties of thofe who would 
have provided for their education.^ A prodigy of in- 
confiftency even to his laft moments ; he wrote againft 
fuicide, and perhaps it is treating him too favorably^ 
not to aflert that he himfelf had prepared the poifon, 
which caufed his death. 1| 

However inconfiftent, error is inculcated by the So- 
phifter of Geneva, with all the powers of genius, and 
many have loft their faith by his works, who would 
have refifted all other attacks. To be cradled in one’s 
paflions, gave empire to Voltaire; but to refift Jean 
Jaques the acuteft fophifms were'to be feen through : 
youth was led away by the former, whilft thofe who 
were advanced in age fell a viftim to the latter, and a 
prodigious number of adepts owed their fall to thefc 
two writers. 

Indignantly would the manes of Buffon fee his name 
clafled, after that of Jean Jaques, among the confpir- 
ing adepts. But difficult would it be for the hiftorian, 
when fpeaking of thofe who have adopted the faQuon 
fet by Voltaire, not to figh at pronouncing the name of 
the French Pliny. He certainly was rather the vidlim 
than the affiociate of the confpirators. But who can 
erafe Philofophifm from his writings ? Nature had lent 
her genius and why would he not content himfelf with 
what fhe had placed before him. No, he would afeend 
higher, he would explain thofe myfteries referved to 
revelation alone ; and foaring above his fphere, he of^ 
ten {hows himfelf the difcipleof Mailletand Boulanger. 
To give the hiftory of nature, he deftroys that of re¬ 
ligion. He was the hero of thofe men whom D’Alem¬ 
bert had fent to fplit mountains and feek from the 
depts of the earth, arguments to belie Mofes and the 
firft pages of holy writ. In the praifes of the Sophif- 

§ See his Confeflions. 

I( See his life by the Count Barruel dc Beauvert. 
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ters he cpnfoles himfelf for the cenfures of the Sor- 
bonne ; but the puniihment attached to the fault itfelf, 
for he only belied his own reputation on his knowledge 
of the laws of nature. They appeared to be null when 
lie treated of the earth fornied by the waters, or by 
fire, and of his endlefs epochs. And to falfify the fcrip- 
tures, he makes nature as inconfiftent as his own fyf- 
tems. His ftyle elegant and noble has always been 
admired, but found infufiicient to fave his works from 
the fmile of the real philofopher •, and his glory, like 
his comet, vanifhed in his dreams of incredulity. Hap¬ 
py, if in retracing his errors, he had been able to 
deftroy that fpirit of refearch in the adepts who only 
ftiidied nature through the medium of Voltaire.* 

And thefe two men fo juftly diflinguifhed by the 
grandeur of their ftyle, the remaining adepts chiefly 
owe their celebrity to their impiety ; neverthelefs two 
might have done honor to fcience by their learning. 

The firft, which is Freret, had from his immenfe mem- 
ory nearly learned Bayle’s Diftionary by heart. But his 
letters to Thrafybulus, the offspring of his Atheifm, 
fiiows that his vaft memory was more than outweighed 
by his want of judgment. 

The fecond was Boulanger, whofe brain overbur- Boulangc?^ 
dened with Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac and Arabic, 
had alfo adopted all the extravagancies of Atheifm ; 
but retra£led in the latter part of his life, execrating the 
fe£l that had milled him. We (hall foon fee that all 
thofe pofthumous works attributed to thefe writers, 
were never written by them. 

Fain would the Marquis D’Argens have figured among Marquis 
the learned Sophifters ; but his Chlnefe and Cahalijllc D’Argena, 
Lettersy and his Philofophy of Good Senfey only prove, 
that to Bayle’s DicSioiiary he was indebted for his pre¬ 
tended reputation. He was a long while a friend of 
Frederick’s, and his impiety entitled him to that friend- 
fhip. It is from his brother, the Prefident D’Eguille, 

* D’Alembert and Voltaire ridiculed all thofe vain fyftems of 
Bailly and BufFon on the antiquity of the world and of its inhab¬ 
itants. They would call thefe fyftems, Nonfeiife^ Follies^ an 
Excufe for the ^want of Genius y Shallofuj Ideasy Vam and ridic¬ 
ulous ^ackery (Letter to Voltaire, 6th March 1777 ;) but D’A¬ 
lembert took care to keep his opinions fecret on this fubjedt. By 
difcrediting thefe fyftems he feared left he fhould difcourage 
thofe adepts whom he had fent to forge new ones in the Appe^ 
pines, in order to give the lie to Mofes and the facred writ, 

Vol. I. Z 
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La Metric. 


Marmon- 

tei. 


La Harpe. 


that we have learned, that after feveral difcuflions oii 
religion, with perfons better verfed in that fcience than 
Frederick, he fubmitted to the light of the Gofpel, and 
ardently wifhed to atone for his paft incredulity. 

As to La Metric the Dodlor, if he appeared to rave, 
it was only from the fincerlty of his heart: His man- 
machine^ or his man-plant^ only caufed the fe£l to blufli 
from the open manner in which he had faid, what ma¬ 
ny of them wifhed to iiifinuate. 

Down to the firft days of the revolution, the Sophif- 
ters confpiring againft their God, thought they could 
glory in the talents and co-operation of Marmontel. 
But let us not add to the forrows of the man, who need-, 
ed only the firft days of the revolution, to fhrink with 
horror from thofe confpiracies which had given it birth. 
Of all the Sophifters, who have outlived Voltaire, Mr. 
de Marmontel is the one who moft wifhed to hide his 
former intimacy with the Antichriftian chiefs. But 
alas, it is to thofe connexions that he owes his celebrity 
far more than to his Incasy his Belifarius or to his Tales^ 
intermingled with Philofophifm. We could wifh to 
hide it, but Voltaire’s own letters conviX the repenting 
adept of having aXed, and that during a long time, a 
very different part among the confpirators. Voltaire 
was fo well convinced of Mr. de Marmontel’s zeal, 
that thinking himfelf on the point of death, he be¬ 
queathed La Harpe to him. This laft will is worded 
thus, I recommend La Harpe to you, when I am no 
more ; he will be one of the pillars of our church. You 
muft have him received of the academy. After ha- 
ving gained fo many prizes, it is but juft that he 
fhould bellow them in his turn.”* 

With a tafte for literature, and fome talents, which 
in fpite of his critics, diftinguifh him above the com¬ 
mon rank of the writers of the day, Mr. de la Harpe 
might have rendered his works ufeful had he not, from 
his youth, been the fpoilt child of Voltaire. At that 
age, it is eafy to believe one’s felf a philofopher, when 
one difbelieves one’s catechifm, and the young La Har¬ 
pe blindly followed the inftr'uXions of his mafter. If 
he never was the pillar, he might be correXly ftyled the 
trumpeter of the new church, by means of the Mer- 
curcy a famous French journal, which by its encomiums, 

* Voltaire to Marmontel, aift Aug. 1767. 
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or its weekly criticifms, nearly decided the fate of all 
literary produftions.* 

The encomiums which Voltaire laviftied on that jour¬ 
nal, after La Harpe had undertaken the direftion of it, i 
fhow how little governments are aware of the influence 
of fuch journals over the public opinion. Above ten ^ 
thoufand people fubferibed, and many more perufed the ; 
Mercure ; and influenced by its fuggeftions, they by 
degrees became as philofophic, or rather impious, as ' 
the hebdomadary Sophifter himfelf. The confpirators 
faw what advantage could be reaped from this literary 
dominion. La Harpe ruled the feeptre during many 
years, then Marmontel jointly with Champfort, as Re- 
mi who was little better, had held it before them. I 
one day alked the latter, how it was poflible, that he 
had inferted in his journal, one of the wickedeft and 
falfeft accounts poflible, of a work purely literary, and 
of which I had heard him fpeak in the higlieft terms. 
He anfwered me, that the article alluded to had been 
written by a friend of D’Alembert’s, and that he owed 
his journal, his fortune even to D’Alembert’s protedlion. 
The injured author wifhed to publifli his defence in the 
fame journal, but it was all in vain.—Let the reader 
judge from thence how powerfully the periodical papers 
contributed to the defigns of the confpirators, and it 
was by them that the public mind was chiefly direfted 
to their defired objeft. 

This feft difpofed of reputations by their praifes or 
their critics, as it beft fuited them. By thefe journals 
they reaped the two-fold advantage of pointing out to 
ihofe writers, who hungered after glory or bread,j* what 

* We learn, by the public newfpapers, that Mr. de la Harpe 
was converted, when in prifon, by theBifliop of St. Brieux. 

I fhould be little furprifed at it. The examples of this prelate, 
with the fruits of Philofophifm in this revolution, muft ftrongly 
imprefs the man who, with a found judgment, can compare them 
with the leflbns and promifes of his former mafters. If the news 
of this convei lion be true, Ilhail have fliown him confecrating 
his talents to error, and nobody will applaud him more than my- 
felf, in feeing him dired them in future towards truth alone. 

f The Sophiflers were fo well acquainted with the powers of 
a journal, that they muftered up their higheftprote<flionsagainfl: 
the religious authors who would difpute one with them. When 
Voltaire was informed that Mr. Clement was to fucceed to Mr. 
Freron, whole pen had long been confccrated to the vindication 
of truth, he did not blulh at fending D Alembert to the chan¬ 
cellor in hopes of hindering Mr, Clement from continuing Frc* 
ron’s journal. (Let. lath Feb. 1773.) 
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fubjeds they were to inveftlgate, and of calling by 
means of their literary trump, the attention of the pub¬ 
lic only on thofe works, which the fe£l wiflied to cir¬ 
culate, or had nothing to fear from. 

By fuch artifices, the La Harpes of the day forward¬ 
ed the confpiracy as much if not more, than the moft 
aftive of the Sophifters, or their moft impious writers. 
The fophiftical author would mingle or condenfe his 
poifon in his produftions, whilfi the journalift adept 
would proclaim it, and infufe it throughout the capital, 
or into all parts of the empire. The man, who would 
have remained ignorant of the very exiftence of an im¬ 
pious or a fedltious work, the man, who would have 
neither fpent his time nor his money, on fuch produc¬ 
tions, imbibed the whole of their poifon from the per¬ 
fidious extrafts made by the fophiftical journalift. 

Coiidorcct. Above all the adepts, far more than Voltaire himfelf, 
did a fiend called Condorcet, hate the foil of his God. 
At the very name of the Deity, the monfter raged, and 
it appeared as if he wiftied to revenge on heaven, the 
heart, it had given him. Cruel and ungrateful, the cool 
aflaflin of friendftiip and of his benefaftors, he would 
willingly have direfted the dagger againft his God, as 
he.did againft La B.ochefoucault. Atheifm was but fol¬ 
ly in La Metric, madnefs in Diderot, but in Condorcet, 
it was the phrenzy of hatred and the offspring of pride. 
It was impoflible to convince Condorcet, that any thing 
but a fool could believe in God. Voltaire, who had 
feen him when a youth, little forefaw what fervices he 
was to render to the confpiracy, even when he wrote, 
“ My great confolation in dying is, that you fupport 
the honor of our poor Velches, in which you will be 
well feconded by Condorcet !”* <. 

It could not have been on the talents of this man, 
that the premier refted his hopes. Condorcet had learn¬ 
ed as much geometry as D’Alembert could teach him ; 
but as to the Belles Lettres, he was not even of the 
fecond clafs. His ftyle was that of a man who did not 
jcnow his own language, and his writings, like his fo- 
phifms, required much ftudy to be underftood. But 
hatred did for him w^hat nature has done for others. 
Perpetually plodding at his blafphemies, he at laft fuc- 
ceeded in exprefling them more clearly 5 for the amaz¬ 
ing difference which is obfervable between his former 

Let. to D’Alembert, No. loi,anno 1773. 
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and his latter works, can only be explained after that 
manner. It is more remarkable in his pofthumous work 
on the human mind, where his pen can hardly be tra¬ 
ced, excepting in a few palTages, though his genius 
haunts every page. There he is to be feen, as during 
his life time, in his ftudies, in his writings or converfa- 
tion, directing every thing towards Athcifm, feeking 
no other obje<^ in this work, than to infpire his readers 
with his own frantic hatred againft his God. Long 
lince had he waited for the downfal of the altar, as the 
only fight his heart could enjoy. He beheld it, but was 
foon to fall himfelf. His end was that of the impious 
man, a vagabond and wanderer, finking under pain, 
mifery and the dread of Robefpierre, without acknowl- 
edging the hand of God, that ftruck him by that of the 
ferocious dictator. Alas, if he died as he lived, will 
not the firfl in Hants of his conviction and repentance 
be tliofe, when he fhall hear that God, whom he blaf- 
phemed and denied,' confefied by the mouths of thofc 
awful victims of eternal vengeance ! ! 

During his lifetime, fo great was his hatred, that 
adopting error, in order to rid men of that fear of an 
immortal God in heaven, he did not hefitate in hoping 
that his philofophifm would one day render men immor¬ 
tal upon earth. To belie Mofes and the prophets, he 
became himfelf the prophet of madnefs. Mofes had 
fhown the days of man decreafing unto the age at 
which God had fixed them, and the royal prophet had 
declared the days of man to extend from fixty to fevcn- 
ty, and at the moft to eighty years, after which all was 
trouble and pain. ' And to the oracles of the Holy 
Ghoft, Condorcet would oppofe his ! When he calcu¬ 
lates his philofophic revolution, which begins by drag¬ 
ging fo many to their graves, he adds to the creed of 
his impiety, that of his extravagancies j and without 
hefitation he pronounces that, we are to believe that 
<< the life of man muji perpetually encreafe^ if phyfical 
revolutions do not obftruft it. That we are ignorant 
of the extreme term, which it is never to exceed. 

We do not even know, whether nature in its general 
laws has fixed that extreme term !” Thus in his pre¬ 
tended Philofophic Sketch of the Progrefs of the human 
Mindy* after having built his entire hiftory on the ha¬ 
tred of Chrift, and left no hopes to man but in Atheifm, 


* Epoch loth, page 38a. 
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wc fee this Sophifler of falfehood, fetting up for a 
prophet, and forefeeing all the,fruits of his triumphant 
philofophy. It is in the very moment of the overthrow 
of the altar, that he tells us, that henceforth the days 
of man fliall be lengthened, and that in lieu of an eter¬ 
nal God in heaven, man may become immortal on 
earth, as if at the very moment of its triumph, Phi- 
iofophifm, and the pride of the whole feft, were to be 
humbled through the extravagancies of the moft impi¬ 
ous and deareft of its adepts. A life wholly fpent in 
blafphemy, could'never have but frenzy for its. end. 

This name of Condorcet, will appear again in thefe 
memoirs, and we fliall fee him hating kings nearly as 
much as he did his God. Helvetius, and many others 
before him, had fallen a viftim to this double hatred, 
though their hearts feemed capable of neither: 

The unfortunate Helvetius, the child of a virtuous 
father, followed his fteps till beyond his early youth. 
An exemplary piety had been the fruits of a good edu¬ 
cation, when he became acquainted with Voltaire. He 
at firft fought him as a mafter, and his love for poetry 
had infpired him with a^lmiration for him. Such was 
the origin of their intimacy, and never was connexion 
more perfidious. In lieu of poetry, impiety conftitu- 
ted his leftures, and in the fpace of one year, Voltaire 
transforms his pupil into a more impious and determin¬ 
ed Atheift than he was himfelf. Helvetius was rich, 
and is at once after and proteftor. Laying afide the 
Gofpel, like the generality of the Sophifters, w^ho while 
they pretend to fuperior underftanding, in crediting the 
myfteries of Revelation not only believe in ail the ab- 
furdltles of Atheifm, but are the fport of their own 
puerile credulity in all that can be turned againft reli¬ 
gion. Helvetius’s work on the Spirit^ and which Vol¬ 
taire calls Matter^ is filled with ridiculous (lories, and 
fables which he gives for truths, and which are all be¬ 
neath criticifm. This is neverthelefs the work of a 
man who pretends to reform the univerfe, but who 
equally difgufts his readers by the licentioufnefs. and 
obfeenity of his morals, and by the abfurdity of his 
materialifm. 

Helvetius alfo wrote on Happinefs^ but appears him¬ 
felf to have been a perfeft ftranger to it. In fpite cf 
all his philofophy, he was fo tender to the beft-founded 
cenfure, that he loft his reft, went a travelling, and 
pnly returned to brood over the hatred he had vowed to 
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kings and the church. Naturally of a good and gentle 
difpofition, his work on Man and his Education^ proves 
how much Philofophifm had altered that difpofition. 
There he gives full fcope to the grofleft calumny and a- 
bufe, and denies daily fa£ts, the moft publicly atiefted.* 

I have already fpoken of Raynald ; it js not worth 
our while to call Deslisle from the oblivion which 
both he and his work on the Philofophy of Naturcy have 
fo long been buried in. Still lefs that Robinet and his 
book of Naturey which is only remembered on account 
of his ftrange explanations of the intelleft by oval 
hres ; of memory by undulated or fpiralfibres ; of will 
hy fretted fibres; pleafure and pain hy bundles of fenfibil^ 
ityy and learning by humps in the underfiandingy and a 
thoufand fuch like vagaries, ftill more ridiculous if pof- 
fible.f 

I ihall mention Toussaint, as this man fhows to 
what a height Atheifm raged among the confpirators. 
He had undertaken the part of the corruption of mor¬ 
als. Under the malk of moderation, he fucceeds by 
telling youth, that nothing nvas to be fearedfrom love^ 
this paflion only perfeEiing ihem,% That between man 
and woman that was a fufficient claim oh each other 
without matrimony.§ ^hat children are not more beholden to 
their fathers for their birth ythan for the champagne they had 
drunky or the minuet they had been pleafed to dance»\\ That 
vengeance being incompatible with God, the wicked 

* I would willingly have acquitted Helvetius of this pofthu- 
mous work, by faying, that it might have been an offspring of 
that fame committee, which had fathered fo many other impious 
works on the dead. But then Voltaire could not have mentioned 
that woik to his brethren at Paris, as one that they muft be ac¬ 
quainted with. In three fuccelTive letters, he attributes it to Hel¬ 
vetius. He cenfures him on hiftory, as ^ye have done, and D’A¬ 
lembert, who could not be ignorant of its author, does not un¬ 
deceive him. The fhame then of this work, muft attach to Hel¬ 
vetius. This man writes, in a city where hs archbifhop, and its 
paftors were remarkable for their care and charity to the poor, 
that the clergy were fo hard-hearted that the poor were never 
feen to beg an alms of them ; and it was in that fame city where 
the rectors were perpetually feen furrounded by, and alleviating 
the diftrelfes of thofe fame poor. (See his work on Man, &c.) 
Such were the calumnies his hatred invented, though contradi<ft- 
cd by daily fadls. He might have faid, with more truth, that 
many applied for alms, to ecclefiaftics and religious houfes, when 
they dared notaflc them clfewhere. 

f Of Nature, vol. the ift, book 4th, chap. 2, &c. &c. 

j On Morals, part 2 and 3. 

■ i Ibid, part % and 3. H Ibid, part 3, article 4. 
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had nothing to fear from the punifhments of another 
world.* Notwithftanding all this doftrine, the con- 
fpirators looked upon him as a timed adept, becaufe he 
owned a God in heaven, and a foul in man; and to 
punifh him they ftyled him the Capuchin Philofopher. 
Happily for him he took a better way of punifhing 
them, by abandoning their caufe and recanting fromhU 
errors.f 

In vain fliould I name a croud of other writers of the 
feft. Voltaire had fo perfe£lly brought thefe Anti- 
chriftian produftions into fafhion, that this fpecles of 
literature was the refource and livelihood of thofe mife- 
rable fcribblers, who fed upon their traffic in blafphemy. 
Holland in particular, that miry bog, where the demon 
of avarice, enthroned under the aufpices of a few 
bookfellers, for a doit would have made over every 
foul, every religion to impiety, was the grand afylum 
of thefe ftarving infidels. Marc Michel appears to 
have been the bookfeller, who bought their blafpheniies 
at the higheft price. He kept in his pay one Laurent, 
a monk, who had taken refuge at Amfterdam, and is 
the author of the portable divinity^ and fo many other 
impious works recommended by Voltaire, in fhort, of 
the compere Mathieii. This monk had other co-opera- 
tors, whom Marc Michel paid by the fheet. It is Vol¬ 
taire himfelf who gives us this account, and thefe are 
the works he perpetually recommends the circulation 
of, as thofe of a philofophy which difFufed a new light 
to the univerfe.:]: 

We fhall foon fee the prefies of the fecret confrater¬ 
nity vying with thofe of Holland, in the deluging of 
Europe, with thefe vile produftions. Their immenfe 
number brought them into fuch repute, that many 
years before the revolution, there was not a petty poet, 
not a novel writer, but muft needs pay his tribute to the 
Philofophifin of impiety j one would have thought that 
the whole art of writing and of getting readers, con- 
filled in epigrams and farcafms againft religion, that all 
fciences, even the mod foreign to religion, had equally 
confpired againft the God of Chriftianity. 

The hiflory of mankind was transformed into the art 
of diftorting fa£ls, and of diredling them againft 

On Morals, part 2, fee. 2. 

f See his Rxpoftulations on the Book of Morals. 

j Let. to the Count DArgental, 26th Sept. 1761. To 
kntbert, 13th Jan. 1768. To Mr. Defbordes 4th April 176&. 
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Chriftianity and Revelation ; Phyfics or the hiftory o£ 
Nature, anti-Mofaic fyftems. Medicine had its athe- 
ifm, and Petit taught it at the fchools of furgery. La 
Lande and Dupui imbibed their ledlures on aftronomy 
with it, while others introduced it even into grammar ; 
and Condorcet, proclaiming this progrefs of Philofo- 
phifm, exults in feeing it defcendfrom the northern thrones 
into the univerfities,^ The young men walking in the 
footfteps of their mafters, carried to the bar all thofe 
principles, which our romancing lawyers, were to dis¬ 
play in the Conftituent Affembly. On leaving the col¬ 
lege, the attorneys clerks, or thofe of a counting-houfe, 
only feemed to have learned their letters in order to ar¬ 
ticulate the blafphemies of Voltaire or Jean Jaques. 
Such was the rifing generation, who fmee the expul- 
fion of their former mafters, were to be found prepar¬ 
ed for the grand revolution. Hence arofe the Mira- 
beaux and Briflbts, the Caras and Carats, the Merciers 
and Cheniers. Hence in a word, all that clafs of French 
literators, who appear to have been univerfally carried 
away by the torrent of the French Revolution. - 

An apoftacy fo univerfal does not prove that litera¬ 
ture and fcience are prejudicial in themfelves, but it 
fhews that men of letters, deftitute of religion, are 
the moft dangerous fubjefts in the ftate. It is not ab- 
folutely in that clafs that a Robefpierre and a Jourdan 
is found \ but it can afford a Petion or a Marat. It can 
afford principles, fophifms, and a morality, which ter¬ 
minate in Robefpierres or in Jourdans \ and if thefe 
latter murder a Bailly, terrify a Marmontel, and im- 
prifon a La Harpe, they only terrify, murder, or imprif- 
on theif progenitors. 

* See his artful edition of Pafeal, Advertifement, page 
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CHAP. XVL 

ConduB of the Clergy to%vards the Aniichrtflian Confpi* 
rators, 

0 

W HILST apoftacy bore fway in the palaces of the 
great, in the Schools of fcience, and that all 
the higher clafles of citizens were led away from the 
worfhip of their religion, fome by example, others by 
the artful fophifms of the confpirators, the duties of 
the clergy could not be doubtful. It was they who were 
to oppofe a bank to the fetid torrent of impiety, and 
fave the multitude from being fwept away by its waters. 
Far more than its honor or its intereft, its very name 
called on the clergy by the moft facred ties of duty and 
of confcience, to guard the altar againft the attacks of 
the confpirators. The lead backwardnefs in the com¬ 
bat w'ould have added treafon to apoftacy. Let the hif- 
torian who dared fpeak the truth on kings, be true on 
the merits of his own body, and whether it redounds 
to the honor ordifgrace of his brethren, let him fpeak 
the truth. Hence the future clergy will learn the line 
of conduft they are to follow, from what has been 
done. The confpiracy againft Chrift is not extinct, it 
may be hidden ; but fhould it burft forth anew, muft 
not the paftor know how far his conduct may influence 
or retard its progrefs ? 

If under the name of Clergy, were comprehended all 
thofe who in France wore the half-livery of the church, 
all that clafs of men who in Paris, and fome of the 
great towns, ftyled themfelves Abbes, hiftory might 
reproach the clergy with traitors and apoftatcs, from 
the firft dawn of the confpiracy. We find the Abbe 
undcr^tltle ^r^ides the firft apoftate, and happily firft to repent, 
of Abbes. Abbe Morellct, whofe difgrace is recorded in the 

repeated praifes of Voltaire and D’Alembert.* The 
Abbe Condilhac, who was to fophifticate the morals of 
his royal pupil, and particularly that Abbe Raynald, 
whofe name alone is tantamount to twenty demoniacs 
of the fe£l. 

* Letter to D’Alembert, No. 65, anno 1760. To Thiriot, 
26th Jan. 176a. 
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Paris fwarmed with thofe Abbes; we ftill fay, the 
Abbe Barthelemi, the Abbe Beaudeau, again the Abbe 
Noel, the Abbe Syeyes. But the people on the whole,, 
did not confound them with the clergy. < They knew 
them to be the offspring of avarice, feeking the livings 
but laying the duties of the church afide, or through 
ccconomy adopting the drefs while they diflionored it 
by their profligacy and irreligious writings. The num¬ 
bers of thefe amphibious animals, and particularly in 
the metropolis, may be one of the fevered reproaches 
againft the clergy. However great the diftinflions made 
between thefe and the latter may have been, the repeat¬ 
ed fcandals of the former, powerfully helped the con- 
fpiracy, by their laying themfelves open to fatire, which 
retorted upon the whole body, and affe<^^ed the real 
minifters of the altar. Many of thefe Abbes who did 
not believe in God, had obtained livings through means 
of the Sophifters, who by foliciting dignities for their 
adepts, fought to introduce their principles, and dif- 
honor the clergy by their immorality. It was the 
plague they fpread in the enemy’s camp, and not da¬ 
ring to face them in the field, they fought to poifon 
their fprings. 

If under the title of Clergy we only comprehend Conduct of 
thofe who really ferved at the altar, the confpirators the true, 
never prevailed againft them. I have fearched their 
records, I have examined whether among the bifhops beobjTacd 
and fundlionary clergy, any of thefe adepts were to be againft 
found, who could be claffed with the confpiring Sophif- 
ters. Antecedent to the Perigords, D’Autuns, or the 
apoftacy of the Gobets, Gregoires, and other conftitu- 
tionalifts, I only meet with the name of Briennes, and 
one Judas feated in the College of the Apoftles during 
the fpace of thirty years fiiould fuffice.f That Meflier, 

f It is true that Voltaire in his correfpondence, fometimes 
flatters himfelf with the protedion of the Cardinal de Bernis, 
who was then but the youthful favorite of the Marquife de Pom¬ 
padour, or the flender poet of the Graces. The miftakes of a 
young man are not fuflicient to prove his concert with confpira¬ 
tors, whom he never after fupported unlefs in the expulfion of 
the Jefuits. But could not what D^Alembert faid of the parlia- ' 

ments apply to him, ‘‘ Forgive them. Lord, for they know not 

what they do, nor whofe commands they obey.’’ D’Alem¬ 
bert writes in a quite other flyle, when he (peaks of Briennes; 
he fliews him adling the moft refolute part of a traitor, in fupport 
of the confpiracy, and limply hiding his game from the clergy. 

^See particularly letter of the 4th and a ill Dec. 1770.) 

1 found fome few letters alfo, mentioning the Prince Lewis dc 
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reSor of Etrepigny in Champagne might be added, 
were it certain that his impious Lajl Will and Tejla’- 
ment^ was not a forgery of the Sophifters, attributed 
to him after his death. 

In the times when the revolution drew near Philofo- 
phifm attached itfclf to the convents of men and foon 
produced Dom Gerles and his confederates, but this be¬ 
longed to a different clafs of confpirators, who are to 
be the future obje^f of our Memoirs. At all times the 
body of the clergy preferved the purity of its faith, a 
diftindfion might have been made between the zealous 
edifying ecclefiaftics, and the lax not to fay fcandalous 
ones ; but that of believing and unbelieving could never 
ftand. Never could the confpirators exult in this latter 
diftinftion. Would they not have availed themfelves 
of their decreafing faith, as they did of the incredulity 

the minifters of Geneva.* On the contrary, nothing 
but the moft fcurrilous abufe is uttered againft the cler¬ 
gy for their zeal in fupport of Chriftianity, and the fa- 
tire of the Sophifters redounds to their immortal honor* 

The purity of faith alone was not fufficient in the 
clergy ; examples far more powerful than leflbns, were 
necefiary to oppofe the torrent of impiety. It is true 
that in the greater part of their paftors the people be¬ 
held it in an eminent degree, but the majority will not 
fufEce. Thofe who are acquainted with the powers of 
impreftion, know but too well, that one bad ecclefiaf- 
tic does more harm than a hundred of the moft virtu¬ 
ous can do good. All fhould have been zealous but 
many were lax. There were among thofe who fsrved 
the altars men unworthy of the fancluary. • Thefe 
were ambitious men, who owing good example to their 
diocefles preferred the intrigues and pomp of the capi¬ 
tal. It is true that fuch a condu£l: could not have con- 
flituted vice in the worldling, but what may be light in 
the world, is often monftrous in the church. The So- 

Rohan, feconding their intrigues ©n the reception of Marmontel 
at the academy, condefcending, as D’Alembert fays, from Co¬ 
adjutor of a Catholic Churchy to become the Coadjutor of Phi- 
lofophy, (Let. 8th Dec. 1763.) If fuch an error in a prince, nat¬ 
urally noble and generous, proves that he' was miftaken in think- 
/ ing that he barely protected literature, in the perfon of an adept, 

it does not for that prove him to have been initiated into the fe- 
crets of thofe who abufed his protedion, and ended by fporting 
with his perfon. 

* See the Encyclopedia, article Geneva y and letter of Vol¬ 
taire to Mr. Vernes. 
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phifters in particular with their morals, were not au- 
thorifed to reprobate thofe of the delinquent clergy. 

Where is the wonder that fome few unworthy members 
Ihould have Intruded on the fandluary, when the ene¬ 
mies of the church had poflefled themfelves of its aven¬ 
ues, in order to bar the preferment of thofe, whofe 
virtues or learning they dreaded , how could it be 
otherwife, when the bifliops wifliing to repel an un¬ 
worthy member, Choifeul anfwered, Such are the 

men we want and will have or when the irreligious 
nobleman only beheld in the riches of the church, the 
inheritance of a foil not lefs vicious than his father. 

The clergy might certainly have thus replied to their 
enemies. And true it is, that if any thing could afton- 
ifh hifliory, it is not, that with all thefe intrigues and 
ambition, fome few bad pallors had been intruded on 
the church, but rather that fo many good ones, worthy 
of their titles, yet remained. But the crimes of the 
foil inftigators, does not excufe the fcandals of thofe 
pallors who gave it. Let the future clergy find this 
avowal recorded, let thofe men be acquainted with 
whatever influenced the progrefs of the Antichrillian 
Revolution, whofe duty elTentially militates againll that 
progrefs, and renders the leaft pretext given, criminal 
in them. 

But hiftory mull alfo declare, that if the remiflhefs 'Their re- 
of fome few may have been a pretence for the confpl- fiftaHce to 
rators, that the majority made a noble Hand againll 
them, and though fome few fpots could be found, the 
body was neverthelefs fplendent with the light of its 
virtues,, which (hone forth with redoubled luftre, when 
impiety at length, ftrong in its progrefs, threw off the 
malic. Then rifing above its powers the clergy are not 
to be intimidated by death, or the rigors of a long 
exile, and the Sophiller unwillingly blufhed at the ca¬ 
lumnies he had fpread, when he reprefented thofe men 
as more attached to the riches than to the faith of the 
church. Their riches remained in the hands of the 
banditti, while that faith crowns the archbifliops, bifh- 
ops and eccleCallics butchered at the Carmes, or con- 
foles thofe who have found a refuge in foreign coun¬ 
tries, from the armies and bloody decrees of the Jaco¬ 
bins. Every where poor, and living on the beneficence 
of thofe countries, but powerfully rich In the purity of 
their faith and teftimony of their confciences. 
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But the clevgy had not waited thefe awful days to op- 
pofe the principles of the confpirators. From the fir ft 
days of the confpiracy we can trace their oppofition ; 
fcarce had impiety ralfed Its voice when the clergy 
fought to confound it: the Encyclopedia was not half 
printed when it was profcribed in their aflemblies 5 nor 
has a fingle one been held for thefe fifty years paft, 
which has not warned the throne and the magiftracy of 
the progrefs of Philofophifm.* 

At the head of the prelates who oppofed it, we find 
Mr. dC'Beaumont archbilhop of Paris, whofe name hif- 
tory could not pafs over without injuftice ; generous as 
an Ambrofe, he was fired with his zeal and fteadinefs 
againft the enemies of the faith. The Janfenifts ob¬ 
tained his exile, and the Antichriftians would willingly 
have fent him to the fcaffold ; but there would he have 
braved their poignards, as he did the Janfenifts; when 
returning from his exile, he might be faid to have ac¬ 
quired new vigor to oppofe them both. 

Many other blihops following his example, to the 
moft unblemiflied morals, added their paftoral inftruc- 
tlons. Mr. de Pompignan then Bifhop o£ Puy refuted 
the errors of Voltaire and Jean Jaques j the Cardinal 
de Luynes warned his flock againft the SyJIem of Na^ 
iure; the Bilhops of Boulogne, Amiens, Auch and 
many others, more powerfully edified their diocefes by 
their example even than by their writings, nor did there 
pafs a fingle year, but what fome bifiiop combated the 
increafing progrefs of the impious confpirators. 

If the fophiftry of the fedt continued its ravages, it 
was not the fault of the biihops or the religious writers. 
The Sorbonne expofed it in their cenfures. The Abbe 
Bergicr vidlorioufly purfues Deifm in its very laft re¬ 
trenchments, and makes it blufli at its own contradic¬ 
tions. To the fophifticated learning of the confpira¬ 
tors, he oppofed a more loyal application and a truer 
knowledge of antiquity and of the weapons it furnifli- 
ed to rellgion.f The Abbe Guenee with all that ur¬ 
banity and attic fait which he was mafter of, obliges 
Voltaire to humble hlmfelf at the fight of his own ig¬ 
norance and falfe criticifm of facred writ.J The Abbe 
Gerard had found a method of fandlifying novels them- 
felves. Under the moft engaging forms, he reclaims 

* Seethe a6ts of the clergy finee the year 1750. 

+ His Deifm refuted, and his Anfwer to Freret. 

j Letters of fome Portuguefe Jews, 
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youth from vice and its tortuous ways, and reftoreshif- 
tory to its primitive truth. The Abbe Pey had fearch- 
cd all the monuments of the church to reinftate it in its 
real rights, and under the fimple form of a catechifm, 
we fee the Abbe Feller, or Flexier Dureval, uniting 
every thing that reafon, truth or fcience can oppofe 
againft the Sophifters. 

Prior to all thefe champions of the faith, the Abbe 
Duguet had viftorioufly vindicated the principles of 
Chriftianity, and the Abbe Hauteville had demonftra- 
ted the truth of it from hiftory. From the firft dawn 
of the cbnfpiracy, the Pere Berthier and aflbeiates had, 
in the Journal de Trevoix, particularly expofed the er¬ 
rors of the Encyclopedifts. In fine if the Celfi and 
Porphirii were numerous, religion had not loft its Juftins 
or its Origens. In thefe latter times as in the primitive 
days of Chriftianity, he who fincerely fought after 
truth muft have found it in the victorious arguments of 
the religious authors, oppofed to the fophifms of the 
confpirators. And it may be faid that many points of 
religion had been placed in a clearer light, than they had 
been before, by thefe modern apologifts. 

The Chriftian orators feconded their blfhops and per¬ 
petually called the attention of the people to their dan¬ 
ger. The refutation of Philofophifm was become the 
objeCf of their public difeourfes. The Pere Neuville, 
and after him Mr. de Senez, in fine, the Pere Beaure¬ 
gard in particular, feem to have been fired by that holy 
zeal. That fudden infpiration with which he appeared 
to be feized in the Cathedral Church of Pans, is not 
yet forgotten ; when thirteen years before the revolu¬ 
tion, expounding the different maxims and expofing the 
plans of modern Philofophifm, he makes the vaults of 
the temple refound with words too fhamefully verified 
by the revolution, and exclaims*in a prophetic ftrain : 

<< Yes it is at the king—at the king and at religion 
the philofophers aim their blows. They have graf- 
ped the hatchet and the hammer, they only wait the 
favorable moment to overturn the altar and the throne. 
<< —Yes, my God, thy temples will be plundered and 
deftroyed ; thy feftivals abolifhed ; thy facred name 
blafphemed ; thy worffilp proferibed.—But what 
founds. Great God, do I hear, what do I behold ! 
to the facred canticles which caufed the vaults of this 
temple to refound to thy praifes, fucceed wanton and 
<< prophane fongs! And thou infamous Deity of Pa- 
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ganifm, impure Venus, thou durft advance hither 
even, and audacioufly’ in the place of the living God, 
feat thyfelf on the throne of the Holy of Holies, 
and there receive the guilty incenfe of thy new 
adorers.” 

This difeourfe was heard by a numerous audience, 
carried by their own piety or attra£led by the eloquence 
of the orator •, by adepts themfelves, who attended in 
hopes of carping at his exprelTions *, by dodlors of the 
laws whom we were acquainted with, and who often 
repeated them to us, long before we had feen them 
printed in various publications. The adepts cried out, 
iedition and fanaticifm. The doftors of the law only 
retra£l:ed the feverity of their cenfures after they had 
feen the prediftion completely accompliftied. 

Such ftrong cautions from the clergy, and the means 
they oppofed, retarded the progrefs of the Sophifters, 
but could not triumph over the confpiracy. It was too 
deep, the black arts of fedu 61 :ion had been too well 
planned in the hidden dens of the confpirators. I have 
ftill to unfold fome of their dark myfteries, and when 
light (hall have flione upon them, with furprife fliall the 
reader afk, not how it was poffible, with fo much zeal 
on the part of the clergy, that the altar was overthrown, 
but on the contrary, how tKe fall of the temple had 
been fo long delayed ? 
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CHAP. XVIL 

New and deeper Means of the Confpirators^ to feduce even 
the loweji Clajfes of the People, 

W HEN Voltaire had fworn to annihilate Chrif- 
tianity, he little flattered himfelf with drawing 
the generality of nations into his apoftacy. His pride 
is often fatisfied with the progrefs Philofophifm had 
made among thofe who governed^ dr were made to govern, 
and among meti of letters for a long time he does not 
appear,to envy Chriftianity, the inferior clafles of fo- 
ciety, which he does not comprehend under the appel¬ 
lation of the better fort. The fafts, we are about to 
lay before the reader> will (how to what new extent, 
the confpirators fought to carry their impious zeal, .and 
by what artifices Chrift was to be deprived of all wor- 
(hip, even from the lowed populace. 

A doftor, known in France by the name of Duquef- Origin of 
nai, had fo well infinuated himfelf into the favor of the CEcoa* 
Lewis XV. that the king ufed to call him his thinker, oraifts. 

He really appeared to have deeply meditated on the 
happinefs of the fubjedl:, and he may have fincerely 
wifhed it; neverthelefs he was but a fyfterti-maker, and 
the founder of that fe£l: of Sophifters called (Econo- 
mifts, becaufe the oeconomy and order to be introduced 
into the finances, and other means of alleviating the 
diftrefTes of the people, were perpetually in their 
mouths. If fome few of thefe CEconomifts, fought 
nothing further in their fpeculations, it is at leaft certain, 
that their writers, little hid their hatred for the Chrif- 
tian religion. Their works abound in paflages which 
(how their wi(h of fubftituting natural religion, at lead 
to the Chridian religion and rcvelation.f Their affedi- 
ation of folely fpeaking of agriculture, adminidration 
and oeconomy, render them lefs liable to fufpicion^ 
than thofe confpirators perpetually forwarding their 
impiety. 

^ Letter to D^AIembert, 13th Dec. 1763. 
t See the analylis of thole works, by Mr. Le Gros, Prevofi, 
of St. Louis du Louvre. 
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Duquefnai and Ins adepts, had more efpeclally un» 
dertaken to perfuade their readers, that the country 
people, and mechanics in towns, were entirely defti- 
tute of that inflru^lion necefTary for their profeflions. 
That men of this clafs, unable to acquire knowledge by 
reading, pined away in an ignorance equally fatal Vo 
themfelves and to the flate. That it was necefTary to 
eflablifh free fchools, and particularly throughout the 
country, where children could be brought up to differ¬ 
ent trades, and inflriicled in the principles of agricul¬ 
ture. D'Alembert, and the Voltarian adepts, foon 
perceived what advantages they could reap from thefc 
eflablifhments. In union with the CEconomifl?, they 
prefented various memorials to Lewis XV. in which, 
not only the temporal but even the fpiritual advantages 
of fuch eflabliflimcnts, for the people are ftrongly ur¬ 
ged. The king, who really loved the people, embraced 
the proje^l with warmth. He opened his mind, on 
the fubjeft, to Mr. Bertin, whom he honored with his 
confidence, and had entrufled with his privy purfe. 
It was from frequent converfations with this minifter, 
that the memorial from which we extraft the following 
account was drawn up. It is Mr. Bertin himfelf that 
fpeaks. 

Lewis XV. fald that minifter, having entrufted 
me with the care of his privy purfe, it was natural 
that he fhould mention to me an eftabliftiment, of 
which his Majefty was to defray the expence. I had 
<< long fince clofely obferved the different fefts of our 
philofophers 5 and though I had much to reproach 
myfelf as to the pra£lice, I had at lead preferved the 
‘‘ principles of my religion. I had little doubt of the 
efforts of the Philofophers to deftroy it. I was fen- 
<< fible that they wifhed to have the direction of thefe 
fchools themfelves, and by that means, feizing on 
the education of the people, under pretence that 
the bifhops and ecclefiaftics, who had hitherto fu- 
** perintended them and their teachers, could not be 
competent judges in fubje6ts fo little fuited to cler- 
gymen. I apprehended that their obje6t was not fo 
much to give leffons on agriculture, to the children 
of hufbandmen and trades-peoplc, as to withdraw 
them from their habitual inftructions on their cater 
chifm, or on their religion. 

“ I did not hefitate to declare to the king, that the 
intentions of the Philofophers were very difFerent 
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« from his. I know thofe confpirators, I faid, and 
<« beware, Sire, of feconding them. Your kingdom 
« is not deficient in free fchools, or nearly free ; they 
are to be found in every little town, and nearly in 
every village, and perhaps they are already but too 
<< numerous. It is not books that form mechanics and 
plowmen. The books and mafters, fent by thefe 
philofophers, will rather infufe fyftem than induflry, 
into the country people. I tremble left they render 
them idle, vain, jealous, and fhortly difeontented, 
feditious, and at length rebellious. I fear, left the 
whole fruit of the expence, they feek to put your 
Majefty to,will be to gradually obliterate,in the hearts 
of the people, its love for their religion and their 
fovereign. 

To thefe arguments, I added whatever my mind 
could fuggeft, to dilluade his Majefty. I advifed 
him, in place of paying and fending thofe mafters, 
which the. Philofophers had chofen, to employ the 
<< fame fums, for multiplying the catechifts, and in 
<< fearching for good and patient men, whom his Ma- 
jefty, in concert with the biftiops, (hould fupport, in 
order to teach the poor peafantry the principles of 
religion, and to teach it them by rote, as the reftors 
and curates do to thofe children who do not know 
how to read. 

Lewis XV. feemed to relifli my arguments, but 
«« the philofophers renewed their attacks. They had 
people about his perfon, who never ceafed to urge 
“ him, and the king could not -perfuade himfelf, that 
his thinker^ Duquefnai, and the other Philofophers, 
were capable of fuch deteftable views. He was fo 
conftantly befet by thofe men, that during the laft 
twenty years of his reign, in the daily converfations 
which he honored me with, I was perpetually emr 
** ployed in combating the falfe ideas he had imbibed, 
on the (Economifts and their aflociates. 

At length determined to give the king proof pofi- Hedifeov- 
tive that they impofed upon him, I fought to gain the ers the 
confidence of thofe pedlars who travel through the means of 
country, and expofe their goods to fale in the vil- 
lages, and at the gates of country feats. I fufpecl- 
** ed thofe in particular who dealt in books, to be noth- 
ing lefs than the agents of Philofophifm with the 
good country folks. In my excurfions into the epun- 
try, I above all fixed my attention on the latter* 
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When they oiFered me a book to buy, I queftloned 
them what might be the books they had ? Probably 
Catechifms or Prayer*books ? Few others are read in 
the villages ? At thefe words I have feen many fmile. 
No, they anfwered, thofe are not our works 1 we 
• make much more money of Voltaire, Diderot, ot 
other philofophic writings. What ! fays I, the 
country people buy Voltaire and Diderot ? Where 
do they find the money for fuch dear works ? Their 
conftant anfwer was, We have them at a much 
cheaper rate than Prayer-books; we may fell them at 
ten fols (5d.) a volume, and have a pretty profit into 
the bargain. Quefiioning fome of them ftill farther, 
many of them owned, that thofe books coft them 
nothing *, that they received whole bales of them, 
without knowing whence they came, fimply defired 
to fell them in their journeys at the lowed price.” 
Such was the account given by Mr. Bertin, 'and par¬ 
ticularly during his retreat at Aix la Chapelle. All 
that he faid of thofe pedlars perfeftly coincides with 
what I have heard many rectors of fmall towns and 
villages complain of. They looked upon thefe hawking 
bookfellers as the peds of their pariflies, and as the 
agents of the pretended philofophers in the circulation 
of their impiety. 

Lewis XV. warned by the dlfcovery made by his min- 
ider, at length was fatisfied that the edablifhment of 
thefe fchools .fo much promoted by the confpi^ators, 
would only be a new mean of fedui^ion in their hands. 
He abandoned the plan, but perpetually hurrafied by the 
protefting Sophiders, he did not drike at the root of 
the evil, and but feebly impeded its progrefs. The 
pedlars continued to ferve the meafures of the confpira- 
tors, but this was but one of the inferior means em¬ 
ployed to fupply the delay of their free fchools, as a 
new difcovery brought one far more fatal to light. 

Many years prior to the French Revolution, a reftor 
Thefchool- diocefe of Embrun, had had frequent conteds 

UicvillagL fchdol-mader of the village, charging him 

with corrupting the morals of his pupils, and with dif- 
tributing mod irreligious books among them. The lord 
of the village, one of the prote^fing adepts, fupported 
the fchool-mader ; the good re£lor applied to his arch- 
bifliop. Mr. Salabert D'Anguin, Vicar-general, defir¬ 
ed to fee the library of the mader. It was filled with 
thefe fort of works : but'the delinquent, fo far from 
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denying the ufe he made of them, with a pretended fim- 
plicity, faidhe had always heard thofe works fpoken of 
in thehigheft terms; and, like the hawkers, declared 
that he was not at the trouble of buying them, as they 
were fent to him free of all cofts. 

At about a league from Liege, and in the adjacent vil¬ 
lages, mafters ftill more perfidious, carried their means 
of corruption to a far greater extent. Thefe would af- 
femble a certain number of trades-people and poor coun¬ 
try fellows, who had not learned to read, on certain 
days, at particular hours. In thefe meetings, one of 
the pupils of the profeflbr would read in an audible 
voice, a chapter in fome work vyith which he himfelf 
had already been perverted. For example one of Vol¬ 
taire’s romances, then the Sermon of the Fifty^ the pre¬ 
tended Good Senfe[ or other works of the feft furnifhed 
by the mafter. Thofe that abounded in calumny and 
abufe againll the clergy, were particularly read. Thefe 
meetings, the fore-runners of the Liege revolution, 
were only difcovered when an honell and religious car¬ 
penter, who worked for a canon of that cathedral, de¬ 
clared the forrow he had conceived in finding his two 
fons at one of thefe meetings reading fuch lectures to 
about a dozen of country fellows. On this difcovery, 
a proper fearch was made in the adjacent country, and 
many fchool-mafters were found guilty of the fame per¬ 
fidy ; and, terrible to fay, by the exterior prablice of 
their religion, thefe men had done away all fufpicion of 
fuch infernal dealings. The refearches were carried 
ftill further, and the plots were traced up to D’Alem¬ 
bert ; the following was the refult of this new difcov¬ 
ery. It is the very perfon to whom the honeft carpen¬ 
ter opened his mind, and who made the neceflary per- 
quifitions on fo important an objeft, who gave me the 
following information. 

In feeking what men had been the promoters of thefe 
corrupters of youth, they were found to be protected bcrt's com-r 
by men whofe connexions with the Sophifters of the mitteeof 
day, were no fecret. At length they were traced to education. 
D’Alembert himfelf, and hisxoffice for tutors. It was 
to this office that all thofe heretofore mentioned addreff- 
ed themfelves, who wanted the recommendation of 
the Sophifters to obtain a place of preceptor or tutor in 
the houfes of the greater wealthy. But at this period, 
private education w^as not the foie objedl of D’Alem¬ 
bert. He now had eftabliffied a correfpondence through- 
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out the provinces and beyond the kingdom. Not a 
place of profeflbr in a college, or of a fimple fchool- 
mafter in a village became vacant, but what he or his 
coadjutors were immediately informed of it by his 
agents. Alfo of the perfons who petitioned for thefe 
places, of thofe who fhould be accepted or reje£l:ed, 
and of the means necefTary to be employed, or perfons 
to be applied to, to obtain the nomination of an adept 
competitor, or of thofe who were to be fent from 
Paris ; in fliort, of the proper inftruftions to be given 
to the elected with regard to local circumftances, or the 
more or lefs progrefs Philofophifm had made around 
them. Hence the impudence, of the fchool-mafter in 
the diocefe of Embrun, and that hypocrify in thofe of 
the principality of Liege, where a government totally 
ecclefiaftical was to be feared, and where* infidelity had 
not yet made the fame ravages it had in France. 

It is thus that D’Alembert, faithful to the mifiion 
Voltaire had given him, to enlighten youth as much as lay 
in hispo%ver^ had extended his means of feducing them. 
Voltaire no longer regretted the colony of Cleves. That 
manufaBure of impiety which was to have been its chief 
obje6i:, the philofophic confraternity^ like to that of the 
Free-mafonsy the secret academy, more zealous in 
crufhing Chrifi: and his religion, than any other ever 
had been in the propagation of fcicnce or learning, were 
now eftablifhed in Paris. And it was in the capital of 
the Mofi: Chriftian empire, that thefe aflbciations were 
held, the parents of the revolution that was to bring 
deYaftatioil on France, and de{lru£l:ion on Chriflianity 
throughout the world. This was the lafi; myfery of My* 
tra ; this was the deepeft intrigue of the confpirators j 
nor do I know that it has been laid open by any writer. 
In the correfpondence of the Sophifters, no trace can 
be difcovered of this intrigue, at leafi: in what the adepts 
have publifhed. They had their reafons for fupprefiing 
fuch letters, for even in the firft days of the revolution, 
would not the people have been indignant on hearing 
of fuch means to wreft their religion from them, and 
never would fuch a myftery of iniquity have emerged 
from the darknefs in which it had been conceived, if 
Providence had not ordained that the unfortunate adept 
we are about to fpeak of, tortured with remorfe, (hould 
make an avowal of it. 


Letter i^thof Sept. 176a. 
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Before we publifli his declaration ourfelves, it is in¬ 
cumbent on us to fay by what means we became ac¬ 
quainted w'ith it, and what precautions we liave taken 
to afeertain the authenticity of it. The honor and 
probity of the perfon who gave ns the account, placed 
its veracity beyond all doubt, neverthelefs we requefted 
to have it under his (ignature. Still further, feeing that 
a great nobleman was mentioned as a witnefs, and even 
as the fecond a£lor in the feene, we did not helitate in 
applying direflly to him. This nobleman, of diftin- 
guiflied honor, virtue and courage, bears the firft dif- 
tin£^ioit of French knighthood, and is in London at 
this prefent time. We attended to the recital he was 
pleafed to make, and found it perfe£lly confonant with 
the (igned memorial we had carried with us. If his 
name is omitted, it is only becaufe he was loath to fee it 
appear in a faft that criminates the memory of a friend, 
whofe error was rather owing to the fedudlion of the 
Sophifters than to his own heart, and whofe repentance 
in fome fort atoned for the crime he had been guilty of. 
The following is the faft, which will complete the 
proofs, as yet only drawn from the letters of the con- 
ipirators themfelves. 

About the middle of the Month of September, 1789, 
that is a little more than a fortnight antecedent to the 
atrocious 5th and 6th of 0£fober, at a time when the 
conduft of the National Aflembly, having thrown the 
people into all the horrors of a revolution, indicated 
that they would fet no bounds to their pretenfions, Mr. 
Le Roy, Lieutenant of the King’s Hunt,, and an Acad¬ 
emician, was at dinner at Mr. D’Angevillier’s, Inten- 
dant of the Buildings of his Majefty, the converfation 
turned on the difafters of the revolution, and on thofe 
that were too clearly to be forefeen. Dinner over, the 
nobleman abovementioned, a friend of Le Roy, but 
hurt at having feen him fo great an admirer of the So¬ 
phifters, reproached him with it in the following ex- 
preflive words. Well^ this ho*wever is the nvorh of Phi¬ 
losophy ! Thunder-ftruck at thefe words,—Alas ! cri¬ 
ed the Academician, to ^whem do you fay fo ? I hnow it 
but too nvelly and Ifhall die of grief and remorfe ! At the 
word remorfe^ the fame nobleman queftioned him 
whether he had fo greatly contributed towards the rev¬ 
olution, as to upbraid himfelf v/ith it in that violent 
manner ? Yes, anfwered he, I have contributed to 
it, and far more than I was aware of. I v;as fccre- 
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tary to the committee to which you are indebted foif 
it, but I call heaven to witnefs, that I never thought 
it would come to fuch lengths. You have feen me 
<< in the king’s fervice, and you know that I love his 
<< perfon. I little thought of bringing his fubjefts to 
this pitch, and 1 pall die of grief and retriorfe 
Prefled to explain what he meant by this committee, 
this fecret fociety, entirely new to the whole company, 
the Academician refumed : This fociety was a fort 
of club that we had formed among us philofophers^ 
and only admitted into it perfons on whom we could 
perfeftly rely. Our fittings were regularly held at the 
Baron D’Holbach’s. Left our objeft fliould be fur- 
mifed, we called ourfelves CEconomifts. We created 
<< Voltaire, though abfent, our honorary and perpetual 
‘‘ prefident. Our principal members were D’Alembert, 
Turgot, Condorcet, Diderot, LaHarpe, and that La- 
moignon Keeper of the Seals who, on his dlfmiflion, 
fhot himfelf in his park.” 

The whole of this declaration was accompanied with 
tears and fighs, when the adept, deeply penitent, con¬ 
tinued : The following were our occupations ; tkc 
“ mpft of thofe works which have appeared for this 
long time paft againft religion, morals and govcrn- 
‘‘ ment, were ours, or thofe of authors devoted to us. 
They were all compofed by the members or by the 
orders of the fociety. Before they were fent to the 
prefs, they were delivered in at our oflice. There 
we revifed and corredled them ; added to or curtailed 
them according as circumftances required. When 
our philofophy was too glaring for the times, or for 
the objeft of the work, we brought it to a lower 
tint, and when we thought that we might be more 
“ daring than the author, we fpoke more openly. In 
a word, we made our writers fay exa£lly what we 
pleafed. Then the work was publiflied under the 
title or name we had chofen, the better to hide the 
<«"hand whence it came. Many fuppofed to have been 
<< pofthumous works, fuch as Chrifianity Unrnq/kedy 
and divers others, attributed to Freret and Boulan- 
ger, after their deaths, were iflued from our fociety. 

When we had approved of thofe works, we be- 
gan by printing them on fine or ordinary paper, in 
fufficient number to pay our expences, and then an 
<< immenfe number on the commoneft paper. Thefc 
«« latter we fent to hawkers and bookfellers free of cofts. 
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or nearly fo, who were to circulate them among the 
« people at the loweft rate. Thefe were the means 
** ufed to pervert the people and bring them to the 
** prefent ftate you fee them in. I fliall not fee them 
** long, Jor I fljall die of grief and remorfe 

This recital had made the company fliudder, never- 
thelefs they could not but be flruck at the remorfe and 
horrid fituation in which they .beheld the fpeaker. 
Their indignation for Philofophifrii was carried ftill fur** 
ther, when Le Roy explained the meaning of ecr : 
l’inf (ecrafez Tinfame, crujh the ^wretch^J with which 
Voltaire concludes fo many of his letters. The reader 
will perceive, that in the whole of thefe Memoirs we 
had uniformly given the fame explanation ; and indeed 
the context of the letters makes the fenfe evident ; but 
he revealed what we fhould not have dared aifert on our 
own authority, that all thofe to whom Voltaire wrote 
under that horrid formula, were members or initiated 
into the |myfteries of this fecret committee. He alfo 
declared what we have already faid on the plan of ele¬ 
vating Briennes to the archbifhopric of Paris, and many 
other particulars, which he related, and that would 
have been precious for hiftory, but have cfcaped the 
memory of thofe prefent. None of them could give 
me any information as to the exaft time when this fe¬ 
cret academy was formed ; but it appears from the dif- 
covery made by Mr. Bertins, that it muft have exifted 
long before the death of Lewis XV. 

I think it neceflary, on this occafion, to lay before 
my reader a letter of March 1763, which Voltaire 
writes to Helvctius. Why, fays he to his zealous 
« brother, do the worfhippers of reafon live in filence 
and fear ? They are not fufficiently acquainted with 
their own ftrength. What fhould hinder them from 
having a little prefs of their owtiy and from publifhing 
fmall works, fhort and ufefuly and n.vhich Jhould only 
be confided to their friends. This was the method fol- 
« lowed by thofe who printed the lad will of the good 
« and honed curate (Meflier,) his tedimony is certainly 
of great vreight. It is further certain^ that you and 
your friends could^ with the greatefi facility^ pen the bejl 
works pofftblcy and throw them into ciretdation without 
<< expofing yourfelves in the leafi^ 

There alfo exids another letter, in which Voltaire, 
under the name of Jean Patourel^ heretofore a Jefuit, 

Vol. 1 . C c 
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and In his ironic ftyle, feeming to felicitate Helvetitrs 
on his pretended converfion, defcribes the method em¬ 
ployed for the circulation of thofe works, among the 
lower claflTes. In oppofition to the Chrijiian peda- 
‘‘ nvell on ity books formerly fo 

much famed for the converfions they had wrought \ 
pretty little philofophic works are cleverly circulated ; 
thefe little books rapidly fucceed each other. They 
are not foldy they are given to people who can he relied 
oily who in their turn dijlrihute theruy to women and 
young people. At one time it is the Sermon of the fiftyf 
attributed to the King of Pruiha ; at another an 
tra^ from the wilf of the unfortunate curate Jean 
‘‘ Meflier, who, on his death-bed, implored forgive- 
nefs of his God, for having taught Chriflianity, or 
“ laftly, the Catechifm of the honeji maiiy written by a 
certain Abbe Durand, (that is Voltiare himfelf.”*) 
Thefe two letters may throw great light on the Yub- 
je£I. Firft, we fee Voltaire giving the plan of a fecret 
fociety, which perfe£lly coincides with the one defcri- 
bed by Le'Roi ; fecondly, that one of a fimilar nature 
exifted at Ferney *, thirdly, that it had not taken place, 
at the period when thefe letters were written, as he 
prefles the eftabliftiment of it. But on the other fide, 
the pretended pofthumous works of Freret and Boulan¬ 
ger, which the adept Le Roy declares to have been if- 
fued from this fecret academy, holding its fittings at 
the Baron D’Holbach’s, were publifhed in 1756 and 
^757*t therefore appears that this fecret committee 
SblSie? eftabiilhed at Paris, between the years 1763 and 

1766. That is to fay, that for three and twenty years 
preceding the revolution, they had been inceflantly at¬ 
tempting to feduce the people by thofe artifices and in¬ 
trigues, the fliame of which, drew the above avowal 
from its repenting fecretary. Such would have been 
the manufadlure of Voltaire’s colony. 

It was with truth, that this unhappy adept repeated, 
I Jhall die of grief and remorfe; for he did not furvive 
Other a- his avowal three months. When he mentioned the 
deptsofthe principal members, he added that all thofe to whom 
ca emy. Voltaire wrote under the abominable formula of Crujh. 
the Wretchy were either members, or initiated into the 
myfteries of this fecret academy. 

^ Letter to Helvetius, a^thAugull, 1763. 
t See L’Antiquite devoilee, Amflerdam, anao 1766, andI’Ex- 
amen des Apologifles du Chriftianilme; anno 1767. 
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In following this rule the firft of thefc adepts will 
certainly be Damilaville, who exulted fo much on hear¬ 
ing that none but the rabble were left to worlhip Chrift ; 
for it is to him in particular, that Voltaire always^ends 
his letters by, cruth the wretch. This man was him- 
felf very little above that rabble he fo much defpifed. 
He had made a fntall fortune by being one of the clerks 
in the office for the tax called the Vingtiemes, and had 
a falary of about i8ol. per ann. His philofophy had 
not taught him the fpiritof poverty, as we fee Voltaire 
excufing himfelf, on his not having been able to pro¬ 
cure him a more lucrative employment.* 

The diftinftive character, which Voltaire gives him 
in one of his letters, is that of hating God ; could that 
have given rife to their great intimacy ? It was through 
his means, that he tranfmitted his moft impious produc¬ 
tions or particular fecrets to the confpirators. We 
fliould have remained in the dark, as to his literary tal¬ 
ents, had it not been fora letter from Voltaire to the 
Marquis de Villevieille, which fo perfectly defcribes 
the meannefs of the Sophifters, and how diftant they 
were from the true Philofopher, ready to facrifice every 
thing in the caufe of truth. No, my dear friend 
(fays Voltaire to the Marquis,) the modern Socratefes 
« will not drink hemlock. The Athenian Socrates, 
with refpedl: to us, was a very imprudent man, an 
« eternal quibbler, and who foolifhly fet his judges at 
«« defiance.” 

Our philofophers of thefe days, are wifer than 
that. They are not poflefled with that foolifli vanity 
of putting their names to their works. They are in- 
vifible hands, who, from one end of Europe to the 
other, pierce fanaticifm with the fhafts of truth. 
<< Damilaville is juft dead, he was the author of Chrift 
tlaniiy unmajked (which he had publifhed as a pofthu- 
mous work of Boulanger’s) and of many other wri- 
tings. It was never known^ and his friends kept his fe» 
cret with a fidelity worthy of Phtlofophy,^^\ 

Such then is the author of that famous work, which 
the Sophifters had given us, as flowing from the pen 
of one of their moft learned adepts. Damilaville, un¬ 
der the name of Boulanger, from his publican-office, 
fallies forth the phoenix of modern Philofophifm, and 
with the courage of a Sophifter, fhrinks from his own 

* Gen. Cor. let. to Damilaville, ad Dec. 1757. 
f aothDec. 1768. 
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works, left they coft him dearly, if ever called upon to 
fupport his principles before the tribunals. He alfo 
would have (hrunk from the hemlock potion, in the in¬ 
famy and eternal fhame, that fuch abominable calum** , 
nies as he had vomited forth againft Chriftianity, muft 
have overpowered him with. 

This adept, fo worthy of Voltaire’s and D’Alembert's 
friendftiip, died a bankrupt clerk in office, and bad 
been parted from his wife, for the laft twelve years. 
Voltaire is hispanegyrift when he fays, I fliall always 
regret Damilaville, I loved the intrepidity of bis foul, 
he was enthiifiaftic like St. Paul, he was a neceffary 
man.”* Decency forbids us to quote the remainder 
of the panegyric. 

Next to this Sophifter, whofe chief merits appear to 
have been his enthufiaftic Atheifm, we find the Count 
D’Atgental. I have already fpokenof his intimacy with 
Voltaire, and only mention him, as one of thofe ini¬ 
tiated in the fecret myfteries of the fecret academy *, be¬ 
ing one of thofe correfpondents with whom Voltaire 
expreffes himfelf in the moft unreferved manner on hi5 
plan of cruftiing Chrift.f 

On the fame claim a fort of fcrlbbler called Thiriot i$ 
to be aggregated to the academy. Neither more eleva¬ 
ted than Damilaville in rank or fortune 5 he for a longer 
time fubfifted on Voltaire’s benefadfions, who firft made 
him his difciple and then his agent. Brother Thiriot 
added ingratitude to his impiety, and Voltaire complain¬ 
ed bitterly of hipi* But Thiriot notwithftanejing his 
ingratitude, always remained impious, which reconci¬ 
led him to Voltaire and preferved him within the frater¬ 
nal embrace of the confpirators.J 

It is with concern that Mr. Saurin is feen a member 
of this academy. Certainly it is not his literary works 
which raife this fentiment, for were it not for his Trag¬ 
edy of Spartacus, both his profe and verfe, would 
equally, be forgotten ; but we are told that it was rath¬ 
er to his want of fortune, than to his difpofition, that 
he owed his connexions with the Sophifters. He is even 
faid to have been a man of great probity, but that he 
was drawn into that fociety, for the confideration of a 
penfion of a thoufand crowns which Helyetius paid 


* 23d December 1769, 13th of January, &c. 

•f See numbers of letters in the General Correlpondence. 
j See Correfpondence and Letters to D’Alembert, and letters 
from the Marchionefs of Chatellet to the King of Pruffia® 
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him. What an excufe ! And where is the probity of 
the man who will facrifice his religion to his intereft ; 
and for a penfion coalefce with chofe who confpire 
againft his God ? We fee Voltaire writing to Sauriii 
himfelf, and placing him on the fame line with Helve-- 
tiusand the initiated brethren, entrufling him wdth the 
fame fecrets, and exhorting him to the fame warfare 
againft Chriftr As -we have never feen him difclaim 
the connexion, the (hame of it muft attach to him,* 

A Swifs Baron of the name of Grimm muft necefla- Grimm, 
rily find his place here. He was the worthy friend and 
co-operator of Diderot, like him travelling to Peterf- 
burg to form adepts, then returning to Paris, he alfo 
joins in his abfurdities, repeats after him, that between 
a man and his dog there is no other difference hut their drefsy 
and exults in being able to apprize Voltaire, that the 
Emperor Jofeph IL was initiated into his myfteries. 

We will terminate our lift by the German Baron Baron 
D’Holbach, who deftitute of abilities lends his houfe. D’HoU 
He had acquired at Paris, the reputation of a lover 
and proteftor of the arts, nor did the Sophifters con¬ 
tribute a little to it. This was a cloak to their meetings 
at his houfe. Unable to vie with the poet he wilhes 
to be the Mecenas. Nor is he the only perfon who has 
owed his reputation to his purfe, and to his having dif- 
pofed of it in favor of the Sophifters. In fpite of thefe 
pretences, fought for coloring the frequent meetings of 
the adepts, the public repute of thofe who reforted to 
his houfe, had thrown fuch an odium on him, that it 
was openly faid, that to gain admittance at his houfe, 
it was neceflary, as in Japan, to trample on the crofs. 

Such then were the members of this famous acade¬ 
my, whofe foie object was to corrupt the minds of the 
people and prepare the way to univerfal apoftacy, un¬ 
der the pretext of their happinefs, public oeconomy, or 
the love and advancement of the arts. Here are fif¬ 
teen of its members whom we have mentioned, Vol¬ 
taire, Alembert, Diderot, Helvetius, Turgot, Con- 
dorcet, La Harpe, the keeper of the feals Lamoignon, 
Damilaville, Thiriot, Saurin, the Count D’Argental, 
Grimm, the Baron D’Holbach, and the unfortunate Le 
Roy, who died confumed with grief and remorfe, for 
having been the fecretary to fo monftrous an academy. 

* Voltaire to Mr. Saurin, anno 1761 ; and to Damilaville, 

&8th December 176a. 
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If at prefent we afcend back to the real founder of 
this academy, .to Voltaire’s letter to Helvetlus, already 
quoted, the following one to D’Alembert ftiould be ad¬ 
ded : Let the Philofophers unite in a brotherhood like 
the Free-Mafons^ let them aflemble and fupport each 
other ; let them be faithful to the aflbciatiori. Then 
I would let myfelf be burnt for them. This Secret 
« Academy will be far fuperior to that of Athens, and 
to all thofe of Paris. But every one thinks only 
for himfelf, and forgets that his moft facred duty is 
to cruJJj the wretchF This letter is dated 20th of 
April 1761. Confronting it with the declaration of 
Le Roy, we fee how faithfully the Parifian adepts had 
followed the plans of the premier chief. Often did he 
lament his inability of prefiding over their toils but at a 
diftance; and it was difficult to perfuade him, that the 
capital of the moft Chriftian empire, was a proper feat 
for fo licentious an eftablifhment. It was for that rea- 
fon we fee him purfuing his favorite plan of the philo- 
fophic colony, even after the eftabliihmcnt of the fe- 
cret academy. But the time came when the direful 
fuccefs of the latter more than compenfated the lofs of 
the former. Triumphant in Paris and furrounded by 
the adepts, he was one day to reap the fruits of fuch 
unrelenting conftancy in the warfare he waged during 
the laft half century againft his God. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the General Frogrefs of the Confpiracy throughout Eu¬ 
rope.—Triumph and Death of the Chiefs. ' 


A S the confpirators advanced in their arts of fe- Hopes of 
duftion, their hopes are daily heightened by the con- 
fome new fuccefs. They were already fuch, that a fpintors. 
few years after the-Encyclopedia had firft appeared, we 
find D’Alembert confidently writing to Voltaire, ** Let 
“ Philofophy alone, and in twenty years the Sorbonne, 

“ however much Sorbonne it may be, will outftrip Lau- 
** fanne itfelf.” That is to fay, that in twenty years 
time (and this was written aift July 1757,) the Sor¬ 
bonne would be as incredulous and Antichriftian as a 
certain minifter of Laufanne (Voltaire himfelf) who 
furnifhed the moft impious articles that are to be found 
in the Encyclopedia, 

Soon after, Voltaire improving on D’Alembert, fays, 
twenty years more, and God -will be in a pretty plight'* 

That is to fay, twenty years more, and not an altar of 
the God of the Chriftians fliall remain. 

Every thing indeed feemed to forbode the univerfal ■ 
reign of impiety throughout Europe. The diftria pr^refs. 
which had fallen in particular to Voltaire, was making 
fuch an awful progrefs, that eight years after he writes, in Switzer-. 
that not a ftngle Chriflian *ivas to he found front Geneva to land. 
Berne,\ Every where elfe, to ufe his expreffions, the 
world was acquiring wit apaccy and even fo faft, that a 
general revolution in ideas threatened all around. Germa¬ 
ny in particular, gave him great hopes.J Frederick, 
who as carefully watched it, as Voltaire did Switzer¬ 
land, writes, that philofophy was beginning to pen- 
etrate^ even into fuperftitious Bohemia, and into * 
Auftria, the former abode of fuperllition.”^ 

In Ruffia the adepts gave if any thing, ftill greater In Ruffia. 
hopes. Ihis proteaion of the Scythians^ is what con- 
foies Voltaire for the perfecutions which befel the fed 
clfewhere.il He could not contain himfelf for joy, 
when he wrote to D’Alembert how much the brethren 


* 25th Feb. 1758. t 8th Feb. 1766. 
§ Letter to Voltaire, 143, anno 1766. 

II Letter tp Diderot, 2ith Dec. 1762. 


t 2d Feb. 1765, 
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were protefted at Petcrfburg. and informed him, that 
during a journey made by that court, the Scythian pro- 
teftors had each one, for his amufement, undertaken 
to tranflate a chapter of Belifarius into their language : 
that the Emprefs had undertaken one herfelf, and had 
even been at the trouble of revifing the tranflation of 
this work, which in France had been cenfured by the 
Sorbonne.* 

D’Alembert wrote, that in Spain Philofophifm was 
undermining^^ Inqui{ition,f and according to Voltaire, 
a great revolution nvas operating in ideas there, as well as 
in Italy-X A few years after we find this Italy fwarming 
with men thinking like Voltaire and D’Alembert, and 
that their foie intereft prevented them from openly de¬ 
claring for impiety.il 
^ In^ngland. As to England they made but little doUbt of its fal¬ 
ling an eafy prey. To hear them fpeak, it was overrun 
with Socinians who fcoffed at and hated Chrill, as Ju¬ 
lian the apoftate hated and defpifed him, and who only 
differed in name from the philofophers § 

Finally, according to their calculations, Bavaria and 
Auftria alone (this was during the life-time of theEmpfcfs 
Qudeh) continued to fupport the divines and defenders 
of religion. The Emprefs of Ruffia ‘was driving them 
on glorioujlyy and they were at their laft gafp in Polandy 
thanks to the King Poniatowfki. They were already 
overthrown in PruJJiay through the care of Frederick, 
and in the north of Germany the fe£l daily gained ground, 
thanks to the Landgraves, Margraves, Dukes.and Prin¬ 
ces, adepts and prote 61 ;ors.f 

In France. Far otherwife did matters (land in France. We often 
fee the two chiefs complaining of the obftacles they had 
to encounter in this empire, the favorite objeft of their 
confpiracy. 

The perpetual appeals of the clergy, the decrees of 
the parliaments, the very a6ts of authority which the 
minifters, though friendly to the confpirators, were 
obliged to exert in order to hide their predeliiSlion, 
were not totally ineffeftual. The bulk of the nation 
ftill remained attached to its faith. That numerous 
clafs called the people, in fpite of all the intrigues of 

Voltaire to D’Alembert, July t sd May, 1773, 

J Letter to Mr. Riche, ift March 1768. 

II Voltaire to D’Alembert, i6th June 1773. 

§ Letter to the King of Pruflia, 15 th Nov. 1773, 
h Voltaire to D’Alembert, iR Sept. 1767. 
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the fccrct academy, ftill flocked to the altar on days of 
folemnity. In the higher clafles, numerous were the 
exceptions to be made of thofe who ftill loved religion, 
indignant at fo many obftacles, Voltaire would perpcN 
ually ftimulate his countrymen, whom he contemptu- 
oufly calls his poor Velches, Sometimes however he was 
better pleafed with them, and would write to his clear 
Marquis Villevieille, The people are mighty fooliJJjy nev-^ 
** erthelefs Philofophifm makes its nvay down to them. Be 
well aflured for inftance, that there are not twenty 
people in Geneva who would not abjure Calvin as 
foon as they would , the Pope, and that many philof- 
‘‘ ophers are to be found in Paris behind the counter.”* 
But generally fpeaking, his complaints about France 
predominate in his correfpondence wdth the confpira- 
tors ; fometimes he would defpair of ever feeing Phi-* 
lofophy triumph there. D’Alembert, on the fpot, 
judged of matters very differently, and though every 
thing did not anfwer his wifhes, neverthelefs he thought 
himielf authorifed to flatter Voltaire, that though phi^ 
lofophy might receive a temporary cheeky it never could he got 
the better of\ 

About the period when Alembert writes this, it 
was but too true that Philofophifm could flatter itfelf 
with the hopes of triumphing over the attachment o£ 
the French nation to their religion. During the lafb 
ten or twelve years, impiety had made a dreadful pro- 
grefs, the colleges had fent forth a new generation ed¬ 
ucated by new mafters, and they were nearly void o£ 
all knowledge, and particularly deftitute of religion or 
piety. It perfe£lly coincided with Condorcet’s expref- 
fion, that Philofophifm had defeended from the thrones 
of the North into the very umvexfities\ The religious 
generation was nearly extindf, and the revealed truths 
were obliged to give place to the empty founds of rea- 
fon, philofophy, prejudices, and fuch like. In the 
hijgher claffes impiety made large ftrides, whether at 
court or in the tribunals ; from the capital it gained the 
provinces, and the mafter fhows the example to the fer- 
vant. Every body would be a Philofopher, whether 
minifter or magiftrate, foldier or author. He that 
wiflied to follow his religion, w'as expofed to all the 
farcaftic irony of the Sophifters, and that particularly 

* aoth Dec. 1768. ^ + a5th Jan. 1776. 

t See his Preface to his edition of PafehaJ’s Thoughts. 

Vol. I. D d 
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among the great, where It required as much courage t<y 
profefs one’s religion, fincc the confpiracy, as it did 
audacity and raflinefs to declare one’s felf an Atheift 
before. 

Voltaire was at that time in his eighty-fourth year. 
After fo long an abfence, and always under the power 
and lafti of the law, he fhould only have appeared pub¬ 
licly in Paris, to controvert thofe impieties, which had 
brought the animadverfion of the parliament on him. 
D’Alembert and his academy refolve to overcome that 
obftacle. In fpite of religion they eafily fucceed, and 
minifters, chiefly adepts, abufing the clemency of Lewis 
XVL obtain the recal of this premier chief, under pre¬ 
tence that this aged man had been fufficiently punifhed 
by his long exile, and that in favor of his literary tro¬ 
phies, his failings might be overlooked. It was agreed 
that the laws fhould be filent with regard to him on his 
approach to Paris ; the magiftrates feemed to have for¬ 
gotten the decree they had paflTed againft him. This 
was all the confpirators wifhed. Voltaire arrives in Pa¬ 
ris, he receives the homage of the feft, and his arrival 
conftitutes their triumphal day. This man, bending 
under the weight of years, fpent in an unrelenting 
warfare, whether public or private, againft Chriftian- 
ity, is received in the capital of his moft Chriftiaii Ma- 
jefty, amidft thofe acclamations which were wont to 
announce the arrival of the favorite child of victory 
returning from the arduous tolls of war. 

Whitherfoever Voltaire bent his fteps, a croud of 
adepts, and the gazing multitude, flocked to meet him* 
All the academies celebrate his arrival, and they cele¬ 
brate it in the Louvre, in the palace of the kings, where 
Lewis XVL is one day to be a prifoner and viftim to 
the occult and deepeft confpiracies of the Sophifters. 
The theatres decreed their crowns to the impious chief i 
entertainments in his honor, rapidly fucceed each other. 
Intoxicated with the incenfe of the adepts, through 
pride he fears to fink under it. In the midft of thefe 
coronations and acclamations, he exclaimed, lou then 
nx)ijlj to maleineexpire with glory !—Religion alone mourn¬ 
ed at this fight, and vengeance hung over his head. 
The impious man had feared to die of glory, but rage 
and defpair was to forward his laft hour ftill more than 
his great age. In the midft of his triumphs, a violent 
hemorrhage raifed apprehenfions for his life. D’Alem¬ 
bert, Diderot and Marmontel, haftened to fupporthis 
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Yefolutlon in his laft moments, but were only witnelTes 
to their mutual ignominy as well as to his own. 

Here let not the hiftorian fear exaggeration. Rage, 
remorfe, reproach and blafphemy, all, accompany and 
charafterize the long agony of the dying Atheift. Thb 
death, the moft terrible that is ever recorded to have 
ftrucken the impious man, will not be denied by hiS 
companions of impiety; their filence, however much 
they may wifh to deny it, is the leaft of thofe corrob¬ 
orative proofs, which could be adduced. Not one of 
the Sophifters has ever dared to mention any fign given, 
of refolution or tranquility, by the premier chief, du¬ 
ring the fpace of three months, which elapfed from the 
time he was crowned at the theatre, until his deceafe. 
Such a filence exprefles, how great their humiliation 
was in his death. 

It was on his return from the theatre, and in the 
midft of the toils he was refuming, in order to acquire 
frefh applaufe, when Voltaire was warned, that the 
long career of his impiety was drawing to an end. 

In fpite of all the Sophifters, flocking around him, 
in the firft days of his illnefs he gave figns of wifhing 
to return to the God he had fo often blafphemed. He 
calls for the priefts who miniftered to Hhn whom he 
had fworn to cru/h^ under the appellation of the wreich. 
His danger encreafing, he wrote the following note to 
the Abbe Gaultier. ^ You had promifed me, Sir, to 
come and hear me. I intreat you would take the 
trouble of calling as foon as poflTible. Signed^ ,VoL- 
TAIRE. Paris, the 26th Feb. 1778.’’ 

A few days after he wrote the following declaration, 
in prefence of the fame Abbe Gaultier, the Abbe Mig- 
not and the Marquis de Villevieille, copied from the 
minutes depofited with Mr. Momet, notary at Paris. 

** I, the underwritten, declare that for thefe four 
days pad, having been afflifted with a vomiting of 
blood, at the age of eighty-four, and not having been 
able to drag myfelf to the church, the Rev. the Rec- 
tor of St. Sulpice, having been pleafed to add to his 
good works, that of fending to me the Abbe Gaul- 
tier, a prieft ; I confefled to him, and if it pleafes 
God to difpofe of me, I die in the Holy Catholic 
Churchy in which I was born 5 hoping that the di- 
« vine mercy, will deign to pardon all my faults : if 
ever I have fcandalized the Church, I afk pardon of 
<< God and of the Church. 2d March 1778. ^ignedy 
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Voltaire : in prefence of the Abbe Mignot my 
nephew, and the Marquis de Villcvieille my friend.” 
After the two witneiTes had figned this declaration, 
Voltaire added thefe words, copied from the fame min¬ 
utes ; “ The Abbe Gaultier, my confeflbr, having ap- 
prized me, that it was faid among a certain fet of 
people, I fhould prbteft againft every thing I did at 
my death ; I declare I never made fuch a fpeech, 
and that it is an old jell attributed, long fince, to 
many of the learned, more enlightened than I am.” 
Was this declaration a frefh inllance of his former 
hypperify ? Unfortunately, after the explanations we 
have feen him give of his exterior afts of religion, 
might there not be room for doubt ? Be that as it may, 
this is a public homage, paid to that religion in which 
he declared he meant to die, notwithflanding his having 
perpetually confpired againft it during his life. This 
declaration is alfo Ggned by that fame friend and adept 
the Marquis dc Villevieiile to whom eleven years be¬ 
fore, Voltaire was wont to write, Conceal your march 
<< from the enemy in your endeavours to crufh the 
wretch.”* 

Voltaire had permitted this declaration to be carried 
to the re6lor of St. Sulpice, and to the Archbilhop of 
Paris, to know whether it would be fufBcient. When 
the Abbe Gaultier returned with the anfwxr, it was 
impoflible for him to^ gain admittance to the patient. 
The confpirators had ftrained every nerve to hinder the 
chief from confummating his recantation, and every 
avenue was fliut to the prieft, which Voltaire himfelf 
had fent for. The demons haunted every accefs ; rage 
fucceeds to fury, and fury to rage again during the re¬ 
mainder of his life. Then it was that D’Alembert, Di¬ 
derot, and about twenty others of the confpirators, 
who had befet his f apartment, never approached him, 
but to witnefs their own ignominy, and often he would 
curfe them and exclaim, Retire, it,is you that have 
brought me to my prefent ftate; begone, I could 
<< have done without you all, but you could not exift 
without me, and what a wretched glory have you 
procured me !” 

Then would fucceed the horrid remembrance of his 
confpiracy; they could hear him, the prey of anguifh 
and dread, alternatively fupplicating or blafpheming that 
God whom he had confpired againft, and in plaintive 

^ a7tli April, 1767. . - 
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accents would he cry out, Oh Chrifl! Oh Jefus Chrift ! 

And then complain that he was abandoned by God and 
man. The hand which had traced in ancient writ the 
fentence of an impious revelling king, feemed to trace 
before his eyes Crush then, do crush the wretch. 

In vain he turned his head away, the time was coming 
apace when he was to appear before the tribunal of him 
he had blafphemed, and his phyficians, particularly 
Mr. Tronchin, calling in to adminifter relief, thunder- 
ftruck retire, declaring the death of the impious man to 
be terrible indeed. The pride of the confpirators would 
willingly have fupprefied thefe declarations, but it was 
in vain : the Marefchal de Richelieu flies from the bed- 
fide declaring it to be a fight too terrible to be fuftained, 
and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies of Orefles could 
give but a faint idea of thofe of Voltaire. 

Thus died on the 30th of May 1778, rather worn 
out by his own fury than by the weight of years, the 
moft unrelenting confpirator againfl; Chriftianity, that 
had been feen fince the time of the apoftles. His per- 
fecution longer and more perfidious than, thofe of Nero 
or Dioclefian had yet only produced apoflates, but they 
were more numerous than the martyrs made in the for¬ 
mer perfecutions. 

The confpirators in lofing Voltaire, had lofl: every D’Alem- ^ 
thing on the fide of talents ; but his arms of impiety bert fuc- 
they had remaining in his numerous writings. The 
arts and cunning of D’Alembert proved more than a 
fuccedaneum to the genius of their deceafed founder, 
and he is proclaimed chief. The fecret committee of 
education in Paris, the country conventicles and the 
correfpondence with the village fchool-mafters owed 
their origin to him. He continued to direfl: the works 
of the fecret academy, in the propagation of impiety, 
until called upon to appear before that fame God who 
had already judged Voltaire. He died five years after Hedies, 
his patron, that is in November 1783. Left remorfe 
ftiould compel him to fimilar recantations, which had 
fo much humbled the fe£l, Condorcet undertook to 
render him inacceflible; if not to repentance and re¬ 
morfe, at lead to all who might have availed themfelves 
of his homage done to religion. 

When the Rc£lor of St. Germain’s, in quality of 
paftor prefented himfelf, Condorcet, like to the devil 
who watches over his prey, ran to the door and barred 
his entrance! Scarce had die breath left his body when 



ao4 


Frederick. 


THE ANTICHRISTIiN CONSPIRACY. 

the pride of Condorcet betrays his fecret. D’Alembeft 
really had felt that remorfe which mufl have been com¬ 
mon to him with Voltaire •, he was on the eve of fend¬ 
ing, as the only method of reconciliation, for a minif- 
ter of that fame Chrifl againft whom he had alfo con- 
fpired ; but Condorcet ferocioufly combated thefe lad 
figns of repentance In the dying Sophifter, and he glo¬ 
ried irt having forced him to expire in final impenitencCtr 
The whole of this odious conflift is comprized in one 
horrid fentence •, when Condorcet announced the de- 
ceafe of D’Alembert and was relating the circumftances, 
he did not blufh to add, Had I not been there he would 
have flinched alfo,^ 

Frederick alone had fucceeded or pretended to have 
fucceeded in perfuading himfelf that death was but an 
eternal fleep.f And he alone appears to have been an ex¬ 
ception from among the chiefs of the confpiracy, with 
whom the approach of death had fubftituted, in lieu of 
their pretended hatred for the wretch^ the fear of his 
judgments. 

Diderot that hero of Athelfm, that confpirator who 
long fince had carried his audacity againft his Cfirift 
and his God, to infanity *, Diderot I fay, is he who 
was neared to a true reconciliation. This is another of 
thofe myderies of iniquity carefully hidden by the An- 
tichridian confpirators. 

When the Emprefs of Ruffia purchafed Diderot’s li¬ 
brary, die left him the ufe of it during his life. Her 
munificence had enabled him to have near his perfon, 
in quality of librarian, a young man who was far from 
partaking in his impiety. Diderot liked him much, and 
he had particularly endeared himfelf by the attentions 
he had fhown Diderot during his lad illnefs. It was he 
who generally drefled the wounds in his legs. Terri- 

^ Hiftorical Di<dionary, Article D’Alembert. It is true that 
Cond®rcet, forry to have inadvertantly revealed the fecret of his 
afTociate’s remorfe, fought to dedroy the effect of it. It is true, 
that quedioned another time on the circumdances of D’Alem¬ 
bert’s de?ath, he anfwered in his philofophic jargon, that he did 
not die like a coward. In fine it is true that in his fird letter to 
the King of Pruifia, in date of the Nov. 1783, he reprefents 
D’Alembert dying with a tranquil courage, and with his ufual 
drength and prefence of mind. But it was too late to lead 
Frederick into error on thatfubjedl, as the adept Grimm had al¬ 
ready written, That Jicknefs had greatly weakened D'Ahnbert'J 
mind in his lajl moments, {j itli of November 1783.) 

t Videfupra. 
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fied at the fymptoms he perceived, the young manr uns 
to acquaint a worthy ecclefiaftic, the Abbe Leinoine, 
then refident at the houfe called the Foreign Miffions, 
Rue du Bac Fauxbourg, St. Germain. By his advice 
the young man prays during half an hour in a church, 
begging of Almighty God, that he will direct‘"him in 
what he fhould fay or do, to enfure the falvation of 
one, who though he detefted his impieties, he could 
never lofe fight of as his benefaftor. Rifing from his 
prayers he returns to Diderot and the fame day when 
dreffing his wounds, he fpoke as follows : 

Mr. Diderot, you fee me this day more anxious 
than ever oh your fate, do not be furprifed, I am 
aware how much I am indebted to you, it is by your 
kindnefs that I fubfift, you have deigned to fliow 
greater confidence in me than I had reafon to expect. 
I cannot prove ungrateful, I fhould forever accufe my- 
felf of ingratitude, were I to hide the danger, which 
« your wounds declare you to be in. Mr* Diderot, 
" you may have difpofitions to make, and above all you 
have precautions to take, for the world you are about 
to enter. I am but a young man I know ; but are 
you certain that your philofophy has not left you a 
<< foul to fave ? I have no doubt of it, and it is impof« 
fible for me to refleft on it, and not warn my bene- 
fadlor to avoid the eternal misfortune w'hich may 
“ await him. See, fir, you have yet fufficient time 
** left, and excufe an advice which gratitude and your 
friendfiiip forces from me.” 

Diderot heard the young man with attention, and 
even melted’into tears, thanked him for his franknefs 
and the concern he had fliown for him. He promifed 
to confider and to refleft what line of condu£l; he fliould 
hold in a fit nation which he owned to be of the greateft 
importance. 

The young man waited his decifion with the greateft 
impatience, and the firft figns were conformable to his 
wiflies. He ran to inform the Abbe Lemoine thatDi- 
deiot afked to fee a clergyman, and the Abbe direfted 
him to Mr. de Terfac, Redor of St. Sulpice. Mr. de 
Terfac waited on Diderot and had fcveral conferences 
with him, he was preparing a public recantation of his 
paft errors, but unfortunately he was watched by the 
confpirators. The vifit of a prieft to Diderot had given 
the alarm to the Sophifters, who would have thought 
themfclves dilhonored by the derelidlion of fo import- 
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ant a chief. They furround him, they perfuade him 
that he is impofed upon, that his health is not in fo bad 
a (late, and that a little country air would immediately 
recover him. Diderot was for a long time deaf to all 
the arguments Philofophifm could invent, but at length 
confented to try at leaft the country air. His departure 
is kept fecret and the wretches who carry him away, 
knew that his laft hour was approaching fall. The So- 
phifters who were in the plot pretended to think him 
ftill in Paris, and the whole town is mifled by daily re¬ 
ports ; while thofe jailors who had feized on his perfon, 
watched him till they had feen him expire j then con¬ 
tinuing their horrid duplicity they bring back the lifelefs 
corpfe to Paris and fpread the report that he had died 
fuddenly at table. He expired the ad of July 1784, 
and was reprefented as having died calm, in all his A- 
theifm, without giving any figns of remorfe. The 
public are again mifled and thus many are corroborated 
in their impiety, who might have followed the exam¬ 
ple of this chief, had he not by tire moft unheard-of 
cruelty, been deprived of all fpiritual relief in his laft 
moments. 

Thus in the whole of this confpiracy, from Its origin 
to the death of its firft promoters, we have feen but one 
continued chain of cunning, art and feduftion ; of the 
blacked, falfeft and moft difgufting means employed in 
that tremendous art of feducing the people. It was on 
thefe horrid arts that Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot 
liad built all their hopes of working the univerfal apofta- 
cy, and in their laft moments they are a prey to thefe very 
arts. In that awful moment when glory vanifties and 
that the empty name they had acquired by their deceit is 
no more, the difciple of fedu 61 :ioii lords it over his maf- 
ter. When their reafon calls on them to make ufe of 
that liberty, (fo much cried up when oppofed to their 
God) to leconcile themfelves with him they had blaf- 
phemed, even to their very remorfe, isfacrificed to the 
vanity of their fcliool : when it calls on them to ufe that 
courage they had ftiown when blafpeming, it fails them 
in their repentance, and they (how none but the llavilh 
fymptoms of weakiiefs and fear. Under the fubjefton 
of their adepts, they expire fettered in thofe chains 
which they themfelves had forged, and confumed by 
that impiety, which their hearts then abhorred. 

At the time of their death, hatred to Chriftianity and 
the confpiracy againft the altar, was not the only obje6l 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN 60NSPIRACT. 

of their fchool. Voltaire had been the father of the 
Sophifters of impiety, and he lived to be the premier 
chief of the Sophifters of rebellion. He had faid to 
his firft adepts, Let us criifti the altar, let the temples 
** be deftroyed and let not a fingle worfhipper be left to 
** the God of theChriftians;*’ and his fchool foon re-ech¬ 
oed with the cry of, « Let us break the fceptres, let the 
‘‘ throries be deftroyed, and let not a fingle fubje<Sl: be 
left to the kings of the earth.” It is from their mu¬ 
tual fuccefs, the combined revolution is to be generated, 
which grafping the hatchet, fhall in France overthow 
the altar and the throne, murder the pontiffs, ftrike off 
the head of the monarch, and proudly menace the kings 
of the earth and allChriftian altars, with a fimilar fate.— 
We have now given the hiftory of the plots and of the 
means of the Antichristian Conspiracy, or of the 
Sophtjlersof Impiety, Before we begin that of the An- 
Timonarchial Conspiracy, orof x\\t Sophijiersof 
belliony let us reflecl on the extraordinary illufion Philof- 
ophifm has put upon all nations, which may be confid- 
ered as having been one of the moft nowerful agents of 

thefca* ‘ 
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Deluilon 
on the 
word Phi- 
lofophy. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Of the great Delufton n.vhtch rendered the Confpracy againji^ 
the Altar fo fuccefsfuL 

I N the firft part of thefe Memoirs on Jacobinifm, 
our obje<a was to demonftrate the exiftence, to un- 
malk the chiefs and deduce the means and progrefs of 
a confpiracy, planned and executed by men, known by 
the name of Philofophers, againft the Chrillian reli¬ 
gion, without diftincfion of Proteftanifm or Catholicity, 
without even excepting thofe numerous fefts which had 
fprung up in England or Germany, or in any other part 
of the univerfal world, provided they did but adore the 
God of Chrihians. To unfold this myftery of impie- 
ty, we had promifed to adduce our proofs folely from 
their own records, that is from their letters, writings 
or avowals, and we flatter ourfelves with having given 
real hiftorical demonftration of it, fufficient to convince 
the reader, the mod difhcult of convi6lion. Let us 
for a moment examine what pretenfions its authors 
could have had to be flyled Philosophers, a name 
which gave them fo much w'eight in their confpiracy. 

The generality of men attending rather to words^ 
than things, this afle£lation of dominion over wifdom 
and reafon, proved a very fuccefsful weapon in their 
hands. Had they called themfelves unbelievers or the 
declared enemies of Chriftianity, Voltaire and D Alem¬ 
bert would have been theexecration of all Europe, while 
only calling themfelves Philosophers, they are mifta- 
ken for fuch. Is not their fchool to this day, venerated 
by many as that of Philofophy, notwithftanding the 
numerous maflTacres, and all the horrid difafters which' 
we have feen naturally flowing, from their confpiracy. 
And every man who will adopt their way of thinking 
on religion, ftylcs himfelf a Philofopher ! --This is a 
delufion of more confequence than can be imagined, 
and has carried the number of adepts perhaps farther 
than any other of their artifices. As long as their 
fchool fhall be miftaken for that of reafon,^ numberlefs 
will be thethoughtlefs perfons who pretending to depth 
of thought, will adopt the fentiments of a Voltaire or a 
Diderot^ of a D’Alembert or a Condorcet^ and con- 
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^ fpire like them againft: the altar ; and that difaftrous 
blaft will once more fpread around the throne, and 
over all the orders of fociety.—Their oaths, their 
wifhes and their plots have been laid open •, whence 
then are their pretenfions to wifdom ? Is it not the hif- 
torian’s duty to tear off that mafk of hypocrify, which 
has mifled fuch numbers of adepts, who miferably feek- 
ing to foar above the vulgar, have only funk into im¬ 
piety, gazing after this pretended Philofophy. The 
empty founds of Reafony Philofophy and Wtfdomy have 
made them believe themfeivcs infpired, when like Vol¬ 
taire, they hated or defpifed the religion of Chrift. 

But it is time they (hould know that they have only 
been the dupes of defigning men. Let them hearken, 
the numerous proofs we have adduced, give us a right 
to be heard when we tell them, that at the fchool of 
the confpirators they have miftaken the leflbns of ha- 
tred and phrenzy, for thofe of reafon ; they have 
been the dupes of folly and madnefs, under the 
cloak of reafon ; of ignorance under the pretence 
of fcience ; of vice and depravity, under the mafk 
of virtue, and their zeal for Philofophy, ftill makes 
them err through all the tortuous windings of 
wickednefs and impiety.^ We do not pretend, 
in holding fuch language, to difpute the talents of 
the premier chief. That his poetic genius (hould enjoy 
itfelf in fidfions, on the banks of Parnaflus, or on the 
heights of Pindns, is much to be admired ; but is he 
for that, to fubftitute thofe fi£lions for truths ? The 
greater his genius, the lefs we are aftonifhed to fee him 
entangled, when he has once adopted error. If ftu- 
pidity can never attain to genius, the genius that dares 
to foar above reafon, is not for that the lefs within the 
regions of delirium. In a raging fever, will not your 
ftrength be redoubled, but what more humbling fight 
for man ! Where then the excufe of genius or of tal¬ 
ents in the Sophifter confpiring againft his God ? Can 
the adepts, who believe their mafter to be a Philofopher 
even to his laft moments, admire that frantic rage in 
which he expired ? But firft let them tell us what other 
titles he may have to the empire of reafon. 

What Philofophy can there be in that extraordinary 
hatred which Voltaire had fworn againft the God of 
Chriftianity ? That a Nero fliould have fworn to crufh 
the Chriftians and their God,- may be explained, be- 
caufe the idea could only have been that of a cruel mon- 
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fter. That a Dioclefian fhould have fworn it, may be 
underftood, becaufe the idolatrous tyrant thought to 
appeafe the anger of his gods and avenge their glory. 
That a Julian, mad enough to reftore the worfhip of 
idols, fhould have fworn it, appears only to have been 
a confequence of his former delirium. But that a pre¬ 
tended fage, who neither believes in the God of the 
Chriftians, nor in the Gods of the Pagans, and that 
knows not in what God to believe, fhould vent all his 
rage and fury precifely againd Chrift, is one of thofe 
phenomenons of modern Philofophifm, which can be 
explained but as the delirium of the impious man. 

I do not pretend by this to exclude from the fchool 
of reafon every one who is not fortunate enough to be 
within the pale of Chriftianity ; let that man rank with 
an Epi£letus or a Seneca, or before the Chriftian sera, 
with a Socrates or a Plato, who has been unfortunate 
enough not to have known the proofs of Chriftianity. 
But this real Philofophy of reafon fought, what Voltaire 
has confpired to deftroy. The greated of Socrates’s 
difciples pants for the coming of that jull man who fhall 
diflipate the darknefs and the doubts of the fage ; I 
hear him exclaim, “ Let him come that man, let him 
come who will teach us our duties towards the Gods, 
and our duty towards man. Let him come incef- 
fantly; I am ready to obey whatever he may ordain, 
and I hope he will make me a better man.”* Such is 
the language of the Philofophy of reafon. I think I 
behold him again, when in the bitternefs of his heart 
he forefees, that fliould this juft man appear upon earth, 
he would be fcoffed at by the wicked, buffeted and 
fcourged, treated in a word as the outcaft of men.f 
That man has appeared fo much fought for by the Pagan 
Philofopher, and the confpiring Sophifters, a D’Alem¬ 
bert or a Voltaire, feek to.crufh him and yet pretend 
to the Philofophy of reafon. Let their difciples anfwer 
for them. If in the fon of Mary they will not acknowl¬ 
edge the Son of the Eternal Father, let them own him 
at leaft to be that juft man fought for by Plato—what 
then are their pretenfions to the Philofophy of reafon 
in confpiring agalnft him ? If the awful teftimony of 
the fun being darkened, the dead rifing from their 
graves, the veil of the temple being rent, cannot con¬ 
vince them ; let them at leaft admire the moft holy, the 
jufteft of men, the prodigy of goodnefs and meeknefs, 

f Plato in his fecond Alcibiades. t Ibid. 
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, the apoftle of every virtue, the wonder of opprefled 
innocence praying for his executioners—where then is 
their Philofophy when they confpire againft the Son of 
Man ? Yes, Philofophy they had, but it was that of 
the Jews, that of the fynagogue, whence iflued thofe 
blafphemous cries^of, ‘f Crucify him, crucify him !’* 
or crujh the wretch I Judas himfelf confefles him to be 
the juft man, and fhall he approach to pcrfe6lion when 
compared to their fchool of modern Philofophy. Oh, 
what a philofophy ! that after feventeen centuries re¬ 
peats the blafphemous cries which refounded in the 
courts of Pilate or Herod, againft the Holy of Holies I 
—In vain fhall the difciple deny the hatred of Voltaire 
againft the perfori of Christ ; does he not particularly 
diftinguifh Damilaville for that hatred, does he not fign 
himfelf Chrifl-moque (Chrift-fcoffer,) juft as he termi¬ 
nates his letters by crujh the wretch^ or talks of the 
Chrijlicole fuperftition ?* Yet whilft the Sophifter de¬ 
nies the power of Chrift, he cannot refufe acknowledg¬ 
ing his wifdom, his goodnefs, and his virtue. 

But they may object, that it is not fo much at the 
perfon as at the religion of Chrift they aim their blows* 
Where then is the Philofophy in attacking a religion 
whofe eflence is to enforce every virtue, and condemn 
every vice. Either before or after Chrift, has there 
ever appeared a Philofopher, who has even formed the 
idea of a virtue of which this religion does not give the 
precept or fet the example ? Is there a crime or a vice 
which it does not condemn and reprobate ? Has the 
world ever feen afage, imprefling fuch divine doctrines 
with more powerful motives ? Either before or fince 
Chrift, did there ever exift laws more conducive to the 
interior happinefs of families, or to that of empires ? 
Laws that teach men the reciprocal ties of affeftion ; 
laws in fhort that more peremptorily command us to 
afford each other mutual affiftance ? Let the Philofo¬ 
pher appear who pretends to perfeft this religion *, let 
^ him be heard and judged. But fhould he, like Voltaire 
and his adepts, only feek to deftroy it, let him be com- 
prifed in the common fentence of madman, and of en¬ 
emy to humanity. 

It is only at the altars, at the myjleries of that reli¬ 
gion, and not at the morality of it, they aim their blows. 
—In the firft place that is not true, as we have already 
feen and ftiall fee again. Their attack was common on 

* Letter to the Marq. D’Argence, ad March 1763. 
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the morality of the Gofpel, as well as on the myfteries 
or the altars of Chriftianity.—But had it been true, 
what is there to be found in thefe myfteries, fuiEcient 
to render the Chriftian religion fo hateful in the eyes 
of the Philofopher ? Do any of them favor the crimes 
and faults of men ? Do any of them counteraft his af^ 
feftion for his neighbour, or render him lefs attentive 
to his own duties, lefs faithful to friendftiip or gratitude, 
or lefs attached to his country ? Is there a fingle myf- 
tery which does not elevate the Chriftian, ftimulate his 
admiration for his God, or fpur him on to his own 
happinefs, and to the love of his neighbours ? 'fhe fon 
of God expiring on a crofs, to open the gates of heaven 
to man, to teach him what he has to dread, ftiould he 
by his crimes, be unfortunate enough to clofe them 
again. The bread of angels, given only to thofe who 
have purified themfelves from the drofs of fin : thofe 
words pronounced on the man repenting of his crimes, 
and firmly purpofing rather to die than to fall into them 
anew. The awful fight of a God who coraes to judge 
the living and the dead ; to call to him thofe who have 
loved, cloathed and fed their brethren, while he cafts 
into eternal flames the ambitious man, the traitor and 
the tyrant; the hard-hearted rich, the bad fervant, and 
the violator of the nuptial tie. Laftly, all perfons who 
have not loved and helped their neighbour. Are all 
thefe, I fay, myfteries at which the philofopher ftiould 
direft his hatred, or can reafon, on fuch a plea, au¬ 
thor! fe his c.onfpiracy againft the religion of the Chrif- 
tians. 

Should Voltaire and his difciples refufe to believe 
thefe myjleries^ does it import to them that other people 
Ihould not equally dilbelieve them. Is the Chriftian 
more dangerous to them becaufe he that forbids me to 
injure my brother, is the fame God before whom we 
are both one day to appear in judgment. Is that God 
lefs tremendous to the wicked, or lefs favorable to the 
juft, becaufe on his word we believe him to be one in 
eflence, though three in perfons ? This hatred of Vol¬ 
taire muft be a phrenzy which the very infidels thein- 
felves, could not ground on fuch pretexts. What frantic 
rage'muft it be that blinds the Sophifters, when in con- 
tradldlion with themfelves, they applaud the toleration 
of the ancient Philofophers, who, though difbelieving 
the myfteries of Paganifm, never attempted to rob the 
people of their religion; whilft on the other fide they 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CCNSPIRACT. 


213 


fnceflantljr confpire againft Chriflianlty under pretence 
that it contains myfteries. 

Another objeftion not lefs extravagant, is that againft 
Revelation itfelf. It is God, they fay, vrhom the Chrif- 
tians declare to have fpoken ; hence there can be no 
further liberty of opinion in man on matters of faith. 
The Sophifter of liberty and equality is then authorifed 
to rife in arms againft Chriftianity and its myfteries* 
Such are their arguments. But to what lengths does 
their phrenzy carry them ? Voltaire, D’Alembert, and 
Diderot, confpire to overthrow every altar, Roman or 
Lutheran, Calvinift or Anglican, and that in order to 
avenge the rights of liberty and toleration in matters of 
faith. What bedlamite idea is this ? Can reafon be 
traced through plots and confpiracies, of which the foie 
tendency is the overthrow of the univerfal religion of 
Europe, under pretence of liberty of worftiip : we have 
heard Voltaire invoking Bellerophons and Herculefles 
to his aid, to crufti the God of the Chriftians j D’A¬ 
lembert, exprefting the frantic wifti of feeing a whole 
nation annihilated for its attachment to that God and 
his worftiip; have we not feen them for half a century 
paft, meanly confpiring and ufing all the artifice of 
cunning intrigue to rob the world of its religion ? And 
becaufe they utter the empty founds of liberty^ 
EQUALITY, and TOLERATION, you will miftakc their 
voice for that of Philofophy !—Far from us the idea of 
fuch Philofophy ; terms themfelves muft have been 
changed, for this muft be extravagance and abfurdity ; 
and is not fuch reason madnefs and phrenzy ? Such 
muft be the explanation of thefe words to expound the 
REASON and philosophy of a Voltaire or a D’Alem¬ 
bert, confpiring to crufti the religion of Chrift. 

I could wifli not to have to mention Frederick again. 
I refle£f that he was a king *, but alas ! he is alfo the 
royal Sophifter. Let us then examine how far philofo¬ 
phy milled him, and whether his wifdom extended be¬ 
yond the genius of the meaneft adept. 

Frederick wrote, but why ? It is a problem. Waa 
it to impofe on the public, or to delude himfelf ? de¬ 
cide it who can. Probably for both, which he feems 
to have fucceeded in. Frederick would fometimes 
write in favor of Toleration, and he was believed to be 
tolerant. In .the Month/y Review, October 1794, page 
154, we fee him cried up as a model of toleration, and 
the following paflage of his works is quoted : I never 
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willconftrain opinions on matters of religion. I dread 
‘‘ religious wars above all others. I have been fo for- 
tunate that none of the fe^^^ts who refide in my ftates, 
have ever difturbed civil order. We muft leave to 
“ the people the obje£l:s of their belief, the form of 
their devotion, their opinions, and even their preju^ 
dices. It is for this reafon I have tolerated priefts 
and monks, in spite of Voltaire and UAlembert^ 
*who have quarrelled with me on this head. 
I have the greateft veneration for all our modern 
Philofophers, but indeed I am compelled to acknowl- 
edge that a general toleration is not the pre^ 
dominant virtue in thefe gentlemen'^ From this the 
editors draw many excellent conclufions by obje£l:ing the 
wifdom of Frederick’s doctrine to the atrocious perfe- 
cutions and ferocious intoleration of the French Sophif- 
ters *, but the reader who has feen him .ftimulate thefe 
fame Philofophers to overthrow the altar, to crujh the 
wretch : who has feen him trace the plan fo much ad¬ 
mired by Voltaire as that of a Great Captain for the de- 
Itrudiion of the priefts and monks, in order to attack 
the bifhops and to compafs the overthrow of -religion ;* 
who has heard him decide that the Antichriftian Revo¬ 
lution, which he fo much longed to fecy could only be 
accomplifhed by a fuperior force and that the fentence 
which was difinitively to crujh religion was to ijfue from 
government ,*f will the reader I fay, recognize the tole¬ 
ration of the fophiftical monarch 1 No, he will pafs 
the fame judgment on the Sophifter which the editors 
have palTed on the difciples of that fchool. When 
SUCH MEN tell us their objeSl is to carry into praEiice 
all the perfeBion of Theoryy w'c know not which we 
ought principally to feel our DISGUST or INDXGJSTA- 
r/OiV.” But let us revere the monarch, let us vent 
our indignation againft that frantic Philofophifm which 
involves in darknefs the royal adept on his throne, as it 
did his mafters in their fanhedrims and fecret acade¬ 
mies, eradicating from man every fymptom of reafon. 

If any thing could paint the folly of the mafters in 
ftronger colors, it would be that empty pride of the 
adepts at the period when they look upon the grand ob- 
jc£l: of their confpiracy as accompliftied. Religion was 
mourning over her altars overthrown, her temples pro¬ 
faned *, when Condorcet exalting the triumph of Vol- 

* Vide Supra, Chap. VI. 
t »4th March 1767, 13th Auguft 1775. 
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take, exclaims : Here at length it is permitted open- 
ly to proclaim the right, fo long difufed, of reduc- 
ing all opinions to the ftandard of our own reafoti; 
that is to fay, to employ, in order to attain to truth, 
the only implemejit that has been given us to recognize 
ic. Man learns with a certain pride, that he is not 
dcfigned by nature to believe on the affirmation of 
others ; and the fuperftitions of antiquity, the de- 
gradation of reafon in the phrenzy of a fupernatural 
faith, are vaniffied from fociety aS they were from 
Philofophy.”* 

Condorcet when writing thefe words no doubt meant 
to defcribe the triumph of reafon, over revelation and 
over the whole Chriftian religion. The adepts applaud, 
and like him, believe in the pretended triumph of rea¬ 
fon. But it had not lefs caufe than religion to mourn 
over fuch triumphs. Was it then, to reinftate man in 
the right of bringing his opinions to the teft of reafon^ 
that the Sophifters had with unrelenting fury confpired 
againft the religion of Chrift ? What could they have 
intended by this teft ? Was it to exercife the right of 
only believing what their reafon when convinced, invi¬ 
ted them to believe ? If fo, where the neceffity of con- 
fpiring ? Does the religion of Chrift command man to 
believe what his enlightened reafon does not induce him 
to believe ? Is it not to convince our reafon that Chrifti- 
anity furrounded itfelf with inconteftable proofs, that 
Chrift and his Apoftlcs wrought numberlefs miracles, 
that religion has preferved its records, and that her paf- 
tors invite the Chriftian to the fpirit of refearch, that 
he may know what has been proved and what he ought 
to believe ; that her apoftles formally declare, that his 
faiths his fuhmiffion Jhould he reafonahle (ration abile obfe- 
quium veftrum ;) and can the Sophifter hence infer 
that confpiracies and the darkeft plots are neceffary to 
vindicate the. rights of reafon believing in religion ? A 
religion whofe God is the God of reafon ; whofe tenets 
are the tenets of reafon ; whofe rights are the rights of 
reafon rejecting fophiftry and falfe prejudices, but 
whofe duty is to believe from the numerous proofs of 
the power, of the fanftity, of the wifdom and fublim- 
ity of the God who fpeaks, and on the authenticity of 
his word. 

* Sketch on the Progrefs of Mind, epoch 9. 

Vol. I. F f - 
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If by the rights of reafon the Sophifter means the 
right of only believing what his reafon can conceive, 
and that ceafcs to be myfterious ; then thefe rights of 
reafon muft truly border on phrenzy. The Sbphifter is 
no longer to believe in the light of the day. nor the 
darknefj^ of the night, till light and its a£lion on man 
fhall ceafe to be a myftery ; no longer fhall he believe 
in the oak towering over the foreft, raifed from ari 
acorn ; nor in the humble flower glowing in the bright- 
eft colors ; no longer (hall he believe in man, fucceed- 
ing from generation to generation ; nature fhall be de- 
^ nied, and his own exiflence remain a doubt until all is 
clearly conceived by his reafon, and that the veil of 
myftery fpread over thefe various objects fhall be rent 
afunder.—Thus to attain the honors of incredulity, he 
fubmits to the garb of folly. 

How different is the language of the real fagc ! His' 
reafon declares that obje£ls once proved are to be believ¬ 
ed, however myfterious they maybe, under the penalty 
of abfurdity ; for then they are believed-to exift be- 
caufe their exiflence is demonflrated, and not as the 
Sophifter would pretend, becaufe their nature is incon¬ 
ceivable. ■ 

But another right equally inconceivable and trium¬ 
phantly inculcated by Condorcet is that of being redu¬ 
ced in order to attain to truths to the only implement that 
has been given us to diflinguijls it / If then nature has left me 
in the dark, on obje6ts of the greatefl importance, ori 
iny future ftate •, on the means of avoiding a defliriy I 
dread, or of obtaining the lot I defire ; the man who 
fhall diflipate the mift with which I am furroiinded, will 
have robbed me of my rights Why did he not fay that 
the right of the blind man is alfo to keep to the only in- 
flrument nature had given him, and that it would be 
encroaching on his rights if he that has eyes, fhould 
attempt to lead him ? Why did he not conclude that 
the blind man had alfo learned with a fort of pride that 
nature had never defigned that he fhould believe in light 
on the aflertion of another.—What philofophic pride is 
that of the Sophifter ! His reafon is degraded by a fu^ 
pernatural faith ! —Chriftianity, he thinks, has debafed 
his reafon by raifing it above the fpherc of this woYld ; 
he thinks the God of Chriftians has vilified man by ex¬ 
plaining to him his eternal deftiny, and leaving him the 
memory of his miracles as a proof of his word.—Such 
a pretenfion was the grand plea for the Antichriftian 
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Confpiracy, and dared they invoke the name of reafon ? 
Were they believed to be Philofophers ? And do many 
as yet labor tinder this error ?—But let us return to their 
mafters, to Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot, let us 
Ihow to the adepts, the unfortunate dupes of ignorance 
alfo decorated with the title of Philofophers.—^To ac- 
compliih this, it will only be neceffary, to point out 
the moft formal avowals and mutual confidences of thefe 
pretended Philofophers. 

Does God exift, or does he not ?—Have I a foul to 
fave, or have I not ?—Is this life to be entirely fpent 
for my prefent intereft ? Am I to believe in a future 
ftate i —Is this God, this foul and this future ftate what 
I am told, or am I to believe quite another thing ?— 
Such certainly are the elementary queftions of true fci- 
ence, of Philofophy the moft appofite to the happinefs 
of man both in itfelf and in its confequences. On 
queftions of fuch importance, what do thefe afluming 
fages reply, what are their mutual anfwers to each 
other, at the very time they arc confpiring againft 
Chrift ? Has not the reader feen their letters, their own 
expreffions ; did not thefe men, who pretended to the 
empire of knowledge, formally and repeatedly declare 
that they were unable even to form an opinion on any 
of thefe queftions. Voltaire confultedby the citizen 
or by the prince, confults D’Alembert in his turn, 
whether there is a God, whether he has a foul ; and 
a non liquet (I do not know,) is the anfwer he receives— 
Thefe muft be ftrange Philofophers indeed, uncertain 
on the very principles of Philofophy j whence can they 
afTume the title of rulers of reafon, they who are igno¬ 
rant of that fcience on which the morals, principles and 
bafis of fociety reft ; on which the duties of man, of 
the father of a family and of the citizen, of the prince 
and of the fubjeft, on which in fliort, their conduft 
and happinefs entirely depend ? What can be their fci¬ 
ence on man if they are perfeftly ignorant of his na- 
tune ? What can be their doftrine on his duties; on 
his grand concerns ; if they are ig^norant of his future 
deftiny ? What is that Philofophy which barely teaches 
me that I am ever to be in the dark with regard to thofe 
obje£Is, which moft concern me and thofe I am to live 
>vith ? 

We have feen D’Alembert, in order to hide his igno¬ 
rance, abfurdly excufing it by anfwering, that it could 
be of little concern to man, not to be able to folve thefe 


Dupes of 
ignorance. 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


2 i 5 

queflions on the foul, on God, or on a future (late.* 
We have feen Voltaire declaring that nothing was known 
of thefe flrft principiles, yet own that uncertainty was a 
difagreeable ftate ; but pleading this uncertainty itfeif, 
he adds, that certainty is a ridiculous ftate or that of a 
quackf. Thus becaufe the former is ignorant on thefe 
queftions, it can little import man to know whether his 
concerns extend no further than this mortal life, or 
whether a happy or an unhappy eternity is to be his fate^^ 
Becaufe the latter is equally ignorant, though more un¬ 
happy in his ignorance, man is to defpife whoever fliall 
pretend to difpel his doubts ; Chrifl and his Apoftles are 
to be treated with ridicule, and certainty fhall be the doc¬ 
trine of a Quack !—^This cannot be ignorance alone, it 
muft be pride and folly -, what! Man is to be buried in 
darknefs, becaufe the jealous eye of the Sophifter is daz¬ 
zled with the light. 

Tupesof Hatred, jealoufy and deftruftion contain the whole 
depravity feience of thefe pretended fages. Hate the Gofpel, ca- 
vinue. author, overthrow his altars, and your fei¬ 

ence will be that of the modern Philofopher. Profefs 
yourfelf a Deift, an Atheift, a Sceptic, a Spinofift, in 
fhort, whatever you pleafe ; deny or affirm, fet up a 
doftrine or a worfhip in oppofition to the religion of 
Chrift, or fet up none, that is not what either the fedi 
pr Voltaire himfelf requires to conftitute a modern Phi¬ 
lofopher. When alked what dodfrinc he wiflied to fub- 
ftitute to that of Chrift, did he not think himfelf author- 
ifed to anfwer, I have delivered them from the phyfi- 
cians (he called the clergy phyficians,) what farther fer- 
vice do they require ? Require ! have you not infedfed 
them with the plague ? Have you not unbridled every 
paffion ? And what remedies have you left them ? In 
vain were it for us to challenge Voltaire and his pane- 
gyrift Condorcet, they will not anfwer.—No, follow 
their example; declare all religious truths to be errone¬ 
ous, falfe, or popular prejudices, to be fupcrftition and 
fanaticifm ; glory in deftrudfion, little troubling your¬ 
felf with fubftituting fcience for ignorance, or truth for 
error ; to have deftroyed will fuffice, and for that you 
fhall be entitled to the high-founding name of a modern 
Philofopher. 

I At this rate, the reader’s furprife muft ceafe, at the 
! numerous tribe of Philofophers to be found in every 

* Letter to Voltaire 25th of July and 4th of Augaft 1770. 
t Letter to the Prince Royal of PrulBa, 28th Nov. 1770 
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rank, of all ages and fexes. But at fuch a rate can an 
honeft man pride himfelf in the title of Philofopher. , / / 

Such a fcience is, alas ! but too eafily acquired. It is « 

as yet a problem why Voltaire, on his outlet, feemed to ^ ^ ^ . 

confine his views to the higher clafies, to kings, nobles ^ 

and the rich, why he (hould have excluded beggars and ^ 

the rabble. On feeing the guefts fmile at the blafphemies / ^^ 

uttered at table, will not the footman foon equal his J 

mafter in the Philofophic fcience, will he not alfo learn ' y 

to fcofFat the pontiff and the paftor, at the altar and the 

gofpel! Will not the butchering Marfeillois, like Con- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

dorcet, glory in having caft off thofe vulgar prejudices," ' 

when in thole bloody murders of September, he over-x 

throws the altar and ftains its fteps with the blood of 

priefts and pontiffs. Like Voltaire, will he not ftyle^’V 

this, the Age of reafon, and of enlightened Philofophy ? , ^ ^ 

Harangue the vileft of the populace ; tell them that 

priefts are impofing on them, that hell is of their inven- ^ 

tion, that the time is come to throw off the yoke of 

naticifm and fuperftition, to affert the liberty of their ^ / 

reafon; and in a few minutes, the ignorant plough-boy'^ 

will rival, in Philofophic fcience, the moft, learned of / / 

the adepts. The language may vary, but the fcience 

will be the fame. They will hate with the adept, and ^ 

will deftroy what he wifhed to crufh. The more igno- . /’ 

rant and ferocious they are, the more eafily lhall they ^ 

adopt your hatred, which conftitutes the whole of this j 

fophifticated fcience. 

If adepts are fought for in another line, itiseafy to f / / 

increafe their numbers, but without adding to the fei- 
cnce of the feel. Thus let the daughter of Necker but * 

find fome impertinent farcafm of hers againft the Gof- 
pel, taken for wit by D’Alembert, and flie immediately ^ ^ 

becomes as Philofophic as he, and as void of religious 
prejudices as fiftcr Guillemetta, It had aftonifhed ma- ' ^ 
ny to fee the numbers of young fops, who were already.^ 
ftyled philofophers, when they fcarce had had time to ^ ^ ' 

read any thing, except a few impious pamphlets. But 


this age of enlightened Philofophy, can no longer be a 
fubjeft of furprife. 

What! lhall every wanton coquette partake of this 
Philofophy, lhall every hufband or wife, who fcoffs at 
conjugal fidelity, lhall every fon who, throwing afide all 
fentiments of duty, and denying the authority of a pa¬ 
rent, lhall they all be ftyled Philofophers } The cour¬ 
tier deftitute of morals, or the man who is a Have to. 
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and Imprudently gives loofe to his paflions, they alfo will 
glory in the name of Philofopher ! Voltaire, in fpite of 
all their vices, rejefts none of thefe from his- fchool, 
provided they have the, neceflary, requifites of fcoffing 
at the myfteries, of infulting the priefthood, and hating 
the God of the gofpel. Certainly thefe cannot be Am¬ 
ply the dupes of ignorance, miftaken for fcience. No j 
thefe nfuft be the children of corruption fubftituted for 
the fchool of virtue. That folly, that frantic rage 
which confumes Voltaire, confpiring againft his God, 
or fetting heaven at defiance, when he writes to D’A¬ 
lembert, twenty years more and God will be in a pretty 
plight^ or when he repeatedly writes to Damilaville, 
crnpy crufi the Wretch ; that I fay may be more wor¬ 
thy of pity dian of blame. Yes, Voltaire in the phren- 
zy of his rage is to be pitied. That multitude of adepts, 
oT noblemen, minifters, and citizens, are to be excu- 
fed, who without having the lead idea of Philofophy, 
liave believed themfelves Philofophers, being mifled by 
thofe impious Sophifters. I will not even alk them, 
fince when could the bare, title of Philofopher, aflumed 
by Frederick and Voltaire, fuffice to conftitute them 
mafters in a fcience of which they openly profefled their 
ignorance and contempt : I will not tell them, that if 
Frederick,: confummate in the. art of war, could form 
warriors ; that if Voltaire, rivalling Corneille, could 
give leflbns to the poet, neverthelefs they were both 
equally ignorant in point of religion. I will not fay 
to them, that this latter is a fcience like all others, re¬ 
quiring great application and ftudy, in order to excel *, 
that it was abfurd to look for mafters and teacher? in 
men who blafphemed what they neither underftood nor 
fought to underftand ; in men, who often Hammering 
out a petty fophifm, which they deemed unanfwerabk, 
refembled the child, who dalhes the watch on the 
ground becaufe the fpring is hidden from him.V Such 
would be the reflexions of common fenfe, whichlhould 
have rendered the fchool of the Sophifters at leaft fuf- 
pefted, if not abfurd and ridiculous to its adepts ; when 
Frederick combats the Sorbonne, or .Voltaire St. Thom¬ 
as ; when D’Alembert attacks St. Auguftin, or Sifter 
Guillemetta St. Paul. ’ 

It is pofllble, that all thefe great Sophifters, debat¬ 
ing oil divinity, religion and tenets, may have been 
miftaken by the ignorant. adepts for learned doftors. 
But when the whole fchool,, treating of morality and 
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Virtue, pretend to direft them folely by the rules of nat¬ 
ural religion, the very fhadow of a pretext for their de- 
lufion, difappears* From cafting an eye on the fed, 
could they perceive a Angle adept who, under the di*- 
redion of Voltaire or D’Alembert, had quitted his re¬ 
ligion to become a better father or a better fon, a better 
hufband or a better man, in fhort more virtuous ! 
Would not the Ample reAexion have fufficed, that this 
pretended Philofophy of virtue had regularly been the 
refuge of all thofe men who were publicly known to 
fcoAF at every duty, at all morality : that when the 
friends to religion reproached them with the diAblute- 
nefs of their morals, they as conftantly anfwercd with 
a fort of fneer, fuch reproaches may do for men, who 
have not as yet fhaken'off the prejudices of the Gofpcl 
—but we are Philofophers, and we know what to be¬ 
lieve !! 

It would be impoATible to hide, that every vice was 
cloaked under fuch a Philofophy; the faithlefs wife, 
the profligate youth, the man pradiAng every art, 
whether juft or unjuft, to attain his ends, even to the 
loofe Women whofe charaders were openly difparaged^ 
all decorated themfelves with the highfounding name of 
Modern PhilofopherS. None would have dared to juf- 
tify their criminal condud by anfwering,—I am a 
Chriftian,—I believe in the Gofpel.—Let not the chiefs 
charge the error and ignorance on the difciples. The 
adept knew hut too well that nothing but the name of 
virtue remained in the fchool of the Sophifters; that 
the greater progrefs he made in their fcience, the more 
he adopted their principles, by fetting at deflance the 
reproach of the virtuous man, and by fmothering the 
cries of his own confcience. It is true they had not 
barefacedly blafphemed the morality of the Gofpel, but 
they had erafed from their code all thofe virtues *whkb 
religion maintains to be defcended from heaven> He had 
feen the long lift of thofe which they called Jlerlle and 
imaginary virtues^ or virtues of prejudice; he had feen 
erafed from their code, all that lift of real virtues fuch 
as modefty and continence, conjugal Adelity and Alial 
piety, gratitude and forgivenefs of injuries, diAntereft- 
ednefs, even probity itfelf.* To thefe virtues they had 
fubftituted ambition, pride, vain glory, the pleafures 
and the paflTions. Their morality acknowledged no 

See the original texts quoted in the Helvian Letters, rol. 5. 
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Other virtue than that nvhtch is advantageous ; nor vice 
but that which is hurtful in this world ; and virtue is de¬ 
clared to be but an empty dream if the virtuous man is 
unhappy.f Perfonal intereft is laid down as the folc 
principle of all Philofophic virtues •, they fonretimes in¬ 
deed name beneficence as one, but that is merely as an 
excufe todifpenfe them from the prafHce of every other 
virtue. Friend'^ do good to us and we will overlook every 
thing elfey is theexprefs doftrine of Voltaire :% but that 
was not all. It was ^ neceflary to bring the adepts to 
doubt even of the exiftence of virtue, to doubt whether 
in morality there exifted a right and wrong, and it was 
to fuch a queftion that Voltaire did not blufti to anfwer, 
non liquet (it is not known.)§ As a further ftep they 
were to decide, that all that is called perfeftion, im- 
perfeftion, righteoufnefs, wickednefs, goodnefs, 
‘‘ falfehood, wifdom, folly, only differed from . each 
other by their fenfations of pleafure or pain.”l| 
That the more the Philofopher examined the riature 
of things, the lefs he dared to affert that it depended 
any more on man to be pufillanimous, choleric, vi-* 
cious or voluptuous, than it did to be fquinteyed, 
hump-backed or lame.”1f Such were the lelfons of 
the confpiring Sophifters, and can it be believed that 
fuch lelfons cpuld be miftaken for thofc of virtue and 
Philofophy ? 

Had the adept been certain as to the exiftence of 
vice and virtue, of what confequence would this dif- 
tin£lion have been to him, when his mafters teach him^ 
that man is born for happinefs, and that the latter con- 
in pleafurej or the abfence of pain^XX When laying 
afide all folicitude for his foul, he is taught that the 
motto of the wife man ought to he to watch over his body 
or that it is by pleafure that God fiimulates to virtue,\\\\ 
Such are the lelfons taught by Voltaire, Diderot and 
D* Alembert, the chiefs of the confpirators. 

What motives to virtue did thefe chiefs fuggeft to 
their adepts when they declared that a God neither re» 

+ Vide fupra, note to 9th chapter, 
j Fragments on divers fubjefts, Art. Virtue. 

§ Philofophical Di( 51 ionary, Art. Tout est bien. 

II Let. of Thrafybulus. 

^ Encyclopedia, Geneva edition. Art. Vice. 
it Encyclopedia, Art. Happiness, and Preface. 

§§ D’Alembert OH the Elements of Philofophy, No. 5. 

IIII Voltaire’s Difeourfe on Happinefs. 
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gards their virtues nor their vicesy that the fear of this 
God is an ahfolute Jolly / Or when wifliing to ftifle all 
remorfe of confcience, they tell them that the man 
void of fear is above the laws—That a bad aftion, 
<< when ufeful, can be committed without remorfe— 
That remorfe is no other than the fear of men and of 
« their laws” When carrying their doftrine beyond 
all abfurdity, they on one fide affert the liberty of opin¬ 
ions in order to leave man free to choofe the falfe, 
while, on the other fide they deftroy in him all liberty 
of aftion to fmother all fymptoms of remorfe.f 

Such was the doflrine of the Sophifters. In vain 
would they attempt to deny it 5 all their writings are 
full of it, and particularly thofe which they moft ex¬ 
tolled as their principal mafter-pieces. What could 
have been the conduft of thefe great philofophers, had 
they undertaken to draw up a code of villainy and de¬ 
pravity ? What more could be required to demonftrate 
to the world that this pretended age of philofophy was 
no other than that of vice 5 than that of wickednefs 
organized into principles and precepts for the ufe of the 
abandoned, to whom they might be advantageous* 

The only plea that can be left to the numbers of 
adepts who Ityled themfelves Philofophers, in allevia¬ 
tion of their criminality, is the amazing conftancy and 
artfulnefs which it required from the chiefs, to propa¬ 
gate their principles, and enfure the fuccefs of their 
confpiracy. 

But with thefe artifices, thefe intrigues, what was 
their philofophy ? Let us fuppofe that during the life¬ 
time of Voltaire, of Frederick, or of D’Alembert, and 
before depravity had attained to fuch a height, let us 
fuppofe that the frequent and repeated orders given to 
the confpirators, of frihey hut hide your handy had been 
known \ let us fuppofe that the people had been ac¬ 
quainted with all the tortuous means fecretly ufed to 
feduce them, would any one then have traced the ac¬ 
tions of the Philofopher, in fuch dark hypocrify, in 
fuch perpetual diflimulation, or in the ambufhes w^hich 
were their only means of fuccefs. 

At the time w^hen D’Alembert and Condorcet, Di¬ 
derot, Helvetius and Turgot, held their fittings at the 

H See their texts quoted in the Helvian Letters, vol. 3* 
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Hotel D’Holbach, under the name of CEconomlfts^ and 
under the pretence of meditating on the happinefs of 
the people, had it been known by that fame people, 
that they were only plotting againft the altars of the 
God whom it adored *, had it been known that thofe 
teachers, who had been appointed to inftru£l the rifing 
generation, were only the impious emiflaries of D’Al¬ 
embert, fent' to corrupt its morals *, that all thofe haw¬ 
kers of books fold at fo low a rate, were the agents of 
the fecret academy, employed to circulate its poifons 
from towns to villages, and thence to the pooreft cot¬ 
tages ; would fuch means, I afk, have Entitled the fe£l; 
to that refpefi and veneration which it has ufurped ? 
Their wicked plots, once* detefled, could fuch fages 
have fufliced to have given to the century they lived in 
the appellation of the Philofophic Age ? No : without 
doubt, horror would have fucceeded to this admiration, 
and had the laws remained filent, public indignation 
would have avenged Philofophy of the infamous plots 
carried on under the cloak of its name. 

Let then this age of pretended Philofophy, call off 
the deluGon under which it has been led away, a delu- 
fiou arifing perhaps more from its own vices and cor¬ 
ruption, than from the arts of the confpirators ; let it 
blufli and repent. Tliat unpoliflied multitude, confef- 
fing its inexperience in the ways of the Sophifters, 
whom inftin<^ive virtue fo long preferved from the arts 
of fedu 61 ;ion, may be excufable j but let thofe thou- 
fands of adepts, who are to be found in the courts and 
palaces of the great, in the feats of literature, let them 
reflect on and ferutinize their paft conduft. In adopt¬ 
ing impiety they believed themfelves Philofophers. In 
throwing off the yoke of the Gofpel, and laying afide 
its virtues rather than its myfteries, they miftook the 
empty founds of prejudice and fuperjlition^ perpetually 
repeated by the Sophifters, for profound reafoning. 
They were ignorant that the word prejudice only figni- 
fies an opinion void of proofs ; and that they themfelves 
had become flaves to prejudice, by calling olF a religion 
of which they gloried in not having ftudied the proofs, 
while yet they read all the calumnies that its enemies 
could compile againft it. Let them feek ftill further 
claims to this Philofophy in their own hearts : was it 
not to that lukewarm wearinefs for the virtues of the 
Gofpel they were indebted for their admiration of the 
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confpirators ? Was it not the love of their paflions 
which made them a prey to incredulity, far more than 
all the intrigues and ambufhes of the Sophifters ? It is 
much to be feared, that that man is already vi^icked, 
who makes himfelf fo happy and glories fo much in 
following the apoftles of wickednefs *, or fmall indeed 
mud have been his portion of Philofophy, if fuch du¬ 
plicity, fuch meannefs, and fuch confpiracies could 
have been miftaken for wifdom or virtue. 

Whatever may have been the caufes, it was ordained, 
that an age duped by the intrigues and confpiracies of 
impiety fhould glory in ftyling itfelf the Age of Philofo^ 
phy. It was ordained that an age, a dupe to the fran¬ 
tic rage of impiety fubftituted to reafon, a dupe to the 
oaths of hatred and the wifli of crufhing all religion, 
miftahen for toleration, for religious liberty and equali- ^ 
ty, to ignorance for fcience, to depravity for virtue, a 
dupe in fhort to all the intrigues and plots of the moft 
profound wickednefs miftaken for the proceedings and 
means of wifdom ; it was ordained, I fay, that this 
Age of Philofophy fliould alfo be a dupe to the plots of 
the rebellious Sophifters, miftaken for the love of fo- 
ciety and the bafis of public happinefs. 

The confpiracy againft the altar, the hatred fworn by 
the chiefs againft their God, were not the only legacies 
bequeathed by the chiefs to this fchool of mpdern phi¬ 
lofophy. Voltaire was the father of the Sophifters of 
Impiety, and before his death he becomes the chief of 
the Sophifters of Rebellion. He had faid to his firft 
adepts, let us cruftr the altar, and let not a fingle altar 
nor a fingle worfliipper be left to the God of Chriftians ; 
and his . fchool foon refounded with the cry of. Let us 
crtijh the feeptre^ and let not a fingle throne, nor a fingle 
fubjeft be left to the kings of the earth ! It was from 
the mutual fuccefs of thefe two fchools, that the revolu¬ 
tion was to be generated in France, which, grafping the 
hatchet, was at the fame time to deftroy the altar of the 
living God, and imbrue its fteps with the blood of its 
pontiffs; to overturn the throne, and ftrike off the 
head of the unfortunate Lewis XVI, menacing all the 
altars of Chriftendom, all the kings of the earth with 
a fimilar fate. To the plots contrived under the veil of 
liberty and equality, applied to religiony and of religious 
toleration, are to fucceed thofe begotten under the veil 
of political liberty and equality. The myfteries of the 


226 


ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACT* 


fecond confpiracy, of the Sophtjlers of Rebelliony com* 
bining with thofe of Impiety^ in order to generate the 
modern Jacobins, will be the obje£t of the Second 
Part of thcfe Memoirs. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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PREFACE 


) 

6F tRB 


TRANSLATOR* 


T ee Second Volume of the Mmctrs rf Ja- 

cMmfmy* containing the Antimonarchi- 
CAL Conspiracy, is prefented to the Public with* 
out the advantage which the Firft poiTefled in the 
flattering fandion of Mr. Burke’s favorable opin* 
ion ; an awful event having deprived the world 
of that illuftrious writ^. In the firit of his Poll* 


humous Works however, we find him attributing 
the progrefs of the French Revolution to a Spirit 
of ProfelytUm: he calls it “ ^ iievoluiion ^ 
“ DaSrine and ’Theoretic Hopna, bearing little 
“ analogy with any of thofe Revolutions wlucl^ 

had ever been brought about in Europe, on 
“ principles merely political.*** Our readers 
\wll be furprifed at the coincidence this Work 
with the ideas of that eloquent Champion of Real 
liberty. The very education of the Adept in 
Rebdlion is defcrib^ j (he dangerous tendency c& 

* Thonghu en Frenck Aftart, 17$*, page S.- •' 
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Preliminary Difcourfe* 


In this Second Part of the Memoirs illustrA- Pl^itiofthif 
TING THE History of Jacobinism,” our obje£k will ^dpart. 
be to (how, how the Sophijlers $f Impiety^ becoming the 
Sophijlers of Rehellioriy aUer having confpired againft 
every altar, confpire againft every throne. “Wc lhall 
demonftrateji that thefe men under the name of Phi« 
lofojdicrsi a&er having fworn to cruih Chrift and his 
altars, bound themfelves in a fe^ond oath to annihilate 
all regal power* 

Wchave faid, in the former part of this work,^ that 
the Sophifters of Impiety, when dbi^y were become the 
Sophifters alfo of fi.ebellion, had leagued with a 
long fince concealed in the occult lodges of Freema* 
fonry, whofe adepts, like the modern Philofophers, 
had fworn hatred to the altar and the throne, had fworn 
to cruih the God of the Chrillians, and utterly to 
tirpatc the Kings of the earth. 

This two-fold obje£l naturally divides our Second 
Volume into two Parts. The firft will develope the 
rife and progrefs of the Confpiracy of the Sopmfters, 
called Phiiofophers; The fecond, of that fe£l, which 
we have denominated Occult Mafoas (Arrieres Ma^ 

^onsy) to diftinguilh their adepts from the multitude of ' 
brethren who were too virtuous to be initiated in the 
occult myljteries, too religious, and too faithful citizens 
to aflbeiate in their plots. 

After having treated fcpatately of thefe two confpir^ 
acies, though both tending to the fame objeft, we (hall 
Ihowthem leaguing together; and by their unitedef- 

* Preliminary Difcourfe, vol. i. p. xvi. 

Vol. II. B 
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forts accomplilhing that part of the French Revotutioxl' 
'which eifedled the orerthrow of Religion and Monar-* 
chy^ of the altar and the throng $ in a word, which 
murdered^, bafely murdered, the unfortunate Lewis 
XVI. on a fcafibld. 

Reflexions Confining ourfelves to fa£is, and fuppreifing the pow- 
on the con- of imagination, it feems incumbent on us toMubmit 

fpiracy fome few reflections to the reader, which, though nat- 
gamft urally flowing from the fubje£l, arc yet requifite to en- 
able him to follow the progrefs of the Sophifters in 
their fecond confpiracy, to fhow by what gradations 
they pafled, or rather with that celerity they were hur¬ 
ried headlong, from the fchool of impiety to that of 
rebellion, by the inherent tendency of their principles. 

While, under the dire£tion of Voltaire, thefe pre¬ 
tended Philofbphers had merely applied their principles 
of liberty and equality to matters of faith, and had' 

. thence confpired againft the God of the gofpel, that 
each might be at liberty to form his own religion, or 
throw off every religious tie ;-^during that time, few 
were the obftacles they had. to fear from thofe various 
claffes of men, which it was chiefly their obfe£^ to cap- 
^tivate. During their war againft Chriftianity, the paf« • 
Cons proved their moft powerful allies. There wottl 4 
'be no great difficulty in deluding thofe unfortunate men, 
who combat the myfteries which they do not under- 
ftand, merely to exempt themfelvcs from the reftraint 
of thofe precepts and the prafiice of thofe virtues 
which are unfavorable to their paffions. 

Sovereigns, feldom much verfed in the fcicnce or hff- 
tory of religion ; men who often, under the fan£bion 
of opulence and the fplendour of rank, only feck to 
‘ throw off all control on their moral conda£l; others 
afpiring at fortune, and caring not by what unwarran¬ 
table means they acquire it; vain men panting after an 
empty name, and ready to facrifice every truth to a far- 
caftic metsor, or fomeblafphemy miftaken for wit, and 
others who would have had little hope of celebrity had 
‘ they not direfted their genius againft their God ;—in 
fhort, all thofe men who, eafily receiving fophifms for 
dennonftrative proofs, never troubled themfelves with 
the inveftigation of that equality of rights^ and that /fi- 
erty of reafony which the confpiring fc<9: reprefented to 
them as being incompatible with a religion revealed, and 
/ replete with myfteries. 
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Few even of the adepts had ever refleded on the ah- 
furdity of oppofing the rights of reafon to revelation $ 
as if thofe pretended rights of otir limited reafon were 
to fufpend the power of an infinite God who reveals 
himfclf, or were to depreciate the truth of his oracles^ 
and of the miifion of his Prophets and Apoftles. Thev 
never had reflected, that the whole queftion of thele 
rights of reafon turned fimpiy on this : to know wheth^ 
er God had fpoken or not; and to believe and filentiy 
adore whatever might be the nature of the truths he 
had revealed. 

Men fi) little able to comprehend and to defend the 
rights of their God, could not have been very dange¬ 
rous mdverfaries for ^e Sophifters, whb are perpeturily 
felting this liberty of reaibn in oppofition to the Gofpeh 

Sut how different the cafe, when the {e€t applying 
this fiime liberty and equality to the empire of human 
laws and to civil foclety, concludes, that after having 
crufhed the altar, it was alfo neceffary to overturn every 
throng, in order that men might be rcinftated in their 
original Liberty and Equality T A confpiracy on fuch 
principles, and drawing after it fuch confequences, muft 
naturally have been combated by Ae interefts and the 
paflions of the Royal Sophifters, 6f the protc£lmg 
Princes, and of all thofe adepts of the higher claffes, 
.who were fo docile to the accents of liberty, when thofe 
accents only menaced the deftru£tion or the Religion 
of their God. 

Voltaire and D’Alembert could not expedk to find 
Frederick, Jofeph II. Catherine III. or Guftavus of 
Sweden, much difpofed to fubvert their refpe&ive 
thrones. It was very probable too, that many other 
prote£bing adepts, fuch as minillers or courtiers, nobles^ 
or wealthy perfons diftinguilhed by their rank, would 
foon perceive the danger of depending on a multitude, 
who, having thrown off all obedience, would foon 
grafp at ibvereignty itfelf, and, as the firft effay of its 
power, would level every Ipecies of property, andHrike 
off every head which rme above that multitude. 

On the fide of die Sophifters themfelves, though 
gratitude could have had but little weight with them, 
yet their intereft, their very exiftence migh^ have abated 
their eagernefe againft the throne. D’Alembert lived 
on penfioas from the Kings of France and Fruflia ; his 
very apartment in the Louvre was a gift from Lewis 
XVI.s The Emprefs of Ruffia alone fupporled Dide- 
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rot^s ruined fortune; and the Grand Duke penfiode^ 
the adept La Harpc. Damilaville would have been a 
beggar, if difearded from his office. The Philofophic ' 
Sanhedrim of that French Academy compofed of fo 
many adepts owed its exigence, its means, its coun« 
ters (jettonsJ to the gcncrofity of the monarch. There 
were tew otner fcribbling Sophifters who did not cither 
look up to a penGon, or had not already obtained one 
by the intrigues of the protefting mintfters. 

Voltaire had acquired an independent fortune; but 
he was not, on that account, the lefs elated wheR M* 
de ChoifeuI gave him back the penGon which, twelve 
years before, he had loft, bn account of his impious 
writings.* BeGde, nobody knew better than did Vol¬ 
taire, that he was chiefly indebted for the fuceefe of his 
Antichriftiin Conf^iracy to the royal adepts. He was 
too proud of numbering among his difciplcs Imperial 
and Regal Sovereigns, to cpnfpirc againft their very cx- 
iftence on earth. 

All thefe motives, therefore, gave quite a different 
turn to the confpiracy agatnft the Throne, from that 
which we have already feen crefted agaftft the Altar. 
In the warfare againft the Gofpel, Liberty and Equal¬ 
ity could have been but a (hallow pretcpcc j it was their 
hatred againft Cljrift by which they were hurried away. 

It is hardly pofliblc that thjcy could have concealed from 
thcmfelves that it was rather a war waged by their paf- 
fions againft the virtues of the gofpel, than a warfare of. 
rcafon againft the myfterics of Chriftiaiiity. In the An- 
timonarchical Confpiracy, the pretext had grown into 
convifrion. The Sophifters believed their principles of 
Liberty and Equality to be demonftrated, they did not 
even fufpeft an error in their principles. They believed 
the war which they waged againft Kings, to be a war 
of jufticc and of wifdom. In the former confpiracy, it 
was the paflions inventing principles to combat the God 
of the Chriftians; in the latter, it was reafon, mifled 
by thofc fame principles, feeking and glorying in the 
downfal of every crowned head. 

Rapid had been the progrefs of the paffions. From 
his very birth, Voltaire’s hatred againft Chrift had been 
at its height. Scarcely had he known, ere he hated, 
fcarccly hated when he fworc to cruih, the God of the 
Chriftians. Not fuch was the progrefs of the hatred ar 

^ Let. to DapiilaviiSc, 9th January Z76S. • 
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gSHfift Kings. This fentiment had, lil^e opinion and con- 
▼i£lion, its gradations. The very intereft of the Sophift- 
ters of Impiety thwarted for a long time the raeafurcs of 
thofe of Rebellion ; many years were neceflary to ena¬ 
ble the fe£i to form its fyftems, to determine its plots, 
and refolve on its obje£l. Were we to precipitate its 
fteps, we (hould be guilty of mifreprefentatioo. As 
faithful hiftorians, it will incumbent on us, to ihow 
this hatred again (I Kings in its infancy, that is, fpring- 
ing from the hatred agaioft Chrift, and fucceffively ap¬ 
plying thofe principles invented againft the altar, to the 
deftru£lion of the throne. This hatred againft kings 
had even in the chiefs of the confpirators its gradations: 
but their fyftenis will complete the deluiion, and root it 
in the hearts of the adepts. It will bfar abfolute fway 
over their fecret academy, and there will the fame plots 
be contrived againft the throne asi Philofophifm had 
framed againft the altar. The fame means and the fame 
fuccefs will combine the confpiracies. The fame crimes 
and the fame difafters will combine the revolutions. 







THE 


ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY, 


CH AP. I. 

• 

S$ep in tht Conspiracy Mgamjl Kings.—f^oliaire and 
D^Alernbert paj^ng from the Hatred of Cbrijiiamiy to 
the Hatred of Kings. 

attention to truth and juftice with regard to a voittlre st 
man, who wae fo iur from both with refpeA to irftfriend- 
TcEgion, obliges os to begin this chapter by a dcclara- 
tion, which might make Voltaire appear to be the far« 
theftifrom atn enemy, much ie(s from being the author 
of a confpiracy againft the throne. If this man, the 
inoft unrelenting chief when conlpiritig againft ChiiftU 
unity, had followed the bias of his own inclination | or 
had he been able to fway his adepts in politics as he had 
in impiety, never would that oath of deftroying the 
throne have iiTued from bis fchooL 

Voltaire loved kings} their favor and their carefles 
were his delight \ he was even dazaled with their great- 
nefs. His fentiments cannot be miftaken, after having 
fcen him glory in finging the praifes of Lewis XIV. or 
Henry IV. kings of France ; of Charles XII. king of » 

Sweden ; of the Czar Peter Emperor of. all the Ruf- 
fias ; of Frederick Il^^ingof Pruffia; and of fo many 
other kings both of ancient and modern times. 

Voltaire had all the habits and manners of the great, • 
and at his court of Ferney a£Ied the Grandee perfcftly 
well. He had too high an opinion of his own abilities ' 
to allimilate himfelf, by Quality, to that multitude 
which he contemptuoufly ftiles, the beggarly canaille. 

He was not only partial to kings, but even to the mo- 
• narchkal form of government. When he gives a loofe 
to his own fentiments, and in his biftorical writings, 
we fee him invariably preferring the dojnisiion of pnm 
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to that of the icamt. He could not endure the idea of 
having fo manv mafters as there were counfellers in the 
pariiainent how then could he adopt that liberty and 
fovcreignty of the people which would have given hini 
as joint fovereigns, the towns and fuburbs, the peafantry 
and his own vaflais. He who fo much delighted in 
leigning in his own caftle^ v^ho was fo jealous of his 
prerogatives in die midft of his eftates which he called 
hia little Province, how could he wiih to fan£lion a Lib¬ 
erty and Equality which was to level the caftle with the 
cottage ? 

feadom of Bcfide, Voltaire’s principal object was to annihilate 
ti&e title Chriftianity ; and he feared nothing fo much as to be 
of faithful'thwarted by the kings in his undertaking, on pretence 
fubjca. |jg equally aimed his blows at die throne as he did 

againft the altars It was for this reafon that he per¬ 
petually warns the adepts of what confequence it was, 
that the Philofophiers fliould be confidered as faithful fub- 
je&s. When afiuring Marmontel how much (Vol¬ 
taire) was prote£ied by Choi&ul and the courtezan Ponk- 
padour, he writes, that they may lend him any thing 
without; danger. They know that we love the king 
<< and the date. It was not among us that fuch people 
« as Damien heard the voice of rebellion* I am drain- 
<< ing a bog, I am building a church, and I pray for 
thiking* We defy either Janfenid or Molinid to have 
<< a greater attachinent for the king than we have. My 
dear friend, the king mud be acquainted that the 
Philofphers are more attached to him than all the fanau 
ics and hypocricesin his kingdom.”f 
It was the felf-fame motive which induced him to 
write to Helvetius (that Sophider whom we fhall fee fo 
unrelenting iu hie hatred to kings,) « It is the kings in- 
ter^ that the number. of Phifofophers ihould aug- 
mcnt, and that of the- Fanatics diimnifli. We ate 
<< quiet, and they are all dilb^ers of the peaces we 
are citizens^ they are the ^ildten of fedition. The 
# faitifolfervants of the king^ and of reafon, (ball tri- 

umph at Paris, at Vorci, and even at the Delices/’^: 
Apprehenfivc, however, that the Phiiofophcrs might 
1^. be fufpe^ed, notwithdanding all his protedations, he 
had already written thus to D’Alembert \ « Do you 
<< know who the bad citizen is that wilhes to perfuade 
the Dauphin that France is overrun with the enemies. 

* Let. to D^Alcmbert. t 13th Augud, 1760. 

% aythOdeber, 2760. « 
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^ ef n^ion ? Th^y will not pretesdrto fayi I Jiope^ 
that Peter DamienSf Frauds Ravatllac^ and their 
'predeceffiiTs were Deifts and Pfaiiofbphers.’’ Nevcr- 
theie£i, he ends hi& letter by faying^ ** I fear that Pe- 
ter Damienawill be a great detriment to Philofophy/^* 

Finally, if any thing can paint an ftrong colours Vol- Defends 
taire's attachment to kings, it will be the method in the amho* 
.which he treats thofie of the adepts who dared attack ^ 

Ahe authority of the fovercign. The adept Thiriot bad ^ 

£tnt him a work on the Theory of Taxation^ and Vol* 
taire anfwers, “ Received the Theory of Taxation^ an ob* 
fcure theory, and apparently to me an abfurd one* 

^ All fuch theories are rery ill timed, as they only £arve 
to make foreign nations believe that our Tefources 
** are exhaufted, and that they may infult and attack us 
with impunity. Sitch men are very extraordinary citi* 

^ zemfrideedy. and curious friends to man. Let them 
come where 1 am on the frontiers, and they notll pre^ 
fently change their opinions. They wiil foon fee how #ir» 
ctffary if is that the king and the foie Jhould be nJpeBtd. 

Upon my word^ nt Baris peopie fee every thing 
r«njy.”f r 

. The Aauncbeft Royalift could not have infilled in a 
jcleater manner on the neceflity of Aipportiiig the Royal 
.authority; neverthelefs, he had already let fall many 
expreffions which little denoted any zeal for the canfe of 
kings. He had not adopted, as yet^ thatPhilofophifin 
of rebellion, of Liberty and Equality, which was to 
fanaticife the French people, and raife Robefpieireg ^ ^ 
and Marats in fuccefiion to iht fanatics Rayaillac and 
fiamiens*. There were times even when he would have 
treated the Mirabeaux, La Fayettes and Baillys, as he 
ufed fometimes to treat thofe mad OBconomifts, who, 
attacking the authority of kii^s, faw, through their 
pretended theory, every thing in a wrong light. But 
this love for his king W|8 but a remnant of his iirft ed¬ 
ucation, which Philofophifm had often belted, and of 
which the very trace would foon be erafed from the • 
heart of the Sophifter. 

. Had Voltaire, either from his own fentiments, or for l>ccUiict 
the intercft of the fedl, been ftUl more deCroua of be- 
ing looked upon as a good citizen, or a faithful fubje& and E^al- 
to the king, yet the adepts could have retorted the argu- ^ty. 

* i6th Janiuury, 1757. t January, 1761. 

Vol. IL C 
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meats lie had perpetually repeated to ftir them op 

E iinft Chriftianity, in too powerful a manner againft 
s arguments in faVor of ktngSi for him to have been 
able to withftand them. It was hot natural that men 
who had been taught to oppofe their Liberty and Equal-* 
itv to the God of revelation^ to his minliters and pro-^ 
pnets> (hould alfo oppofe them to the kings of the earth. 
Voltaire had taught them that the Equality of right# 
i^nd Liberty of reafon were incompatible with that pow* 
er of the church and of the gofpel eommanding a fuh» 
midion to aiKi a belief in myftertes which were incon* 
ceivable by reafon. The adepts^ as the next ftep, de« 
dare that the equality of men. the liberty of nutut^t 
were equally incompatible with any fubmiffion to the 
empire and laws of ioM man, or even of many, whethef 
calkd parliaments or fenates, lords or princes, pretend¬ 
ing to the dominion over a whole nation, and dilating 
laws to the multitude, who had neither made them, dif^ 
cuded themi nor wifted for them. 

Thefe principles, fo forcibly infilled on by Voltaire 
when combating Chriftianity, might naturally be objec¬ 
ted to his propofitions refpeding lubmiiEon to the fovc- 
teign ; and they wCte lb. The adepts urged the corifc- 
quences, and the premier chief was utiWiUi'ng to lofe 
the prc-emirience, over his own fchoolj in what he cal¬ 
led Philofophy. The procefs by which he was Ted from 
the Sophiftry of Impiety to that of Rebellion, is too 
much blended with the progrcft of his antireligious 
Philofophiftn, not to be worthy pf inveftigation. 

- Voltaire had been aduated by no other pafiion than 
^at of hatred againft Chrift, when in the year ryi# 
he caufed to be publicly recited in his tragedy of O^i- 
pus thofe two famous verfes which alone comprehend 
the whole of that antireligious revolution Which was 
to be aecomplilhed feventy years afterward t 

Friefts are net what diey feefS to vulgar eyes, 
hi oar credulity their feience lies.^ 

Thefe two lines only proclaim that Equality of rights 
Und Liberty of reafon which, difavowing the authority 
or miffion of the clergy, leave the people at full liberty 
to form their religious tenets on whatever they may 
pleafe to call their reafon. But many years elapied be- 

* Les pretres ne font pas ce qu'*un vabi peupk penle ; 
Notre credttlite fait tout# leur fcience. 
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fcre Vokaife could form a correA idea of that Hbeitj 
and equality which was to dtveft the monarch of hit 
fightSj as he had divefted the church of her^s. It eren 
appears that he had not at that time any idea of dedu«* 
cing from this liberty and equality principles fo fatal to 
monarchy ; that he was perfe&ly ignorant of what 
Liberty and Equality, applied to civil focietjr, meant, 
when m publiihed his epiftles or difcourfes on Liberty 
and Equality in 1738. The firft leflbns he received on 
the fubje£l were froni hit eleve Thiriot,’ whom he had 
left in England, and from whom he wifhed to learn 
what opimon the adepts had formed on thofe epiftles. 
Or, as is more probable, Thiriot, knowing his mafter’g 
bias for ariftocracy, only wrote that he had not fufE- 
ciently to this pointy and that he was not in complete 
poiTeffion of the true principles. Piqued at fuch a re* 
proach, Voltaire, like a man who did not care to fee 
himfelf outdone by his difciples, writes, << A word on 
the Epiftles. Vrhcie the devil do you find that thev 
** do not go to the point. There is not a iingle verle 
in the mft epiftle, which does not (how the equality 
<< of conditions^ nor one in the fecond which does not 
prove lUertj**^ 

Notwithftanduig this reply, the difciple was id the 
right. He might have rejoined, that throughout the 
whole of the Epiftles there not a fingle verfe which, 
philofophlcally fpeaking, was not a mifeonftruftion % 
fince, in the firft, all that Voltaire aimed at proving 
was, that in all ftations of life the Aim total of happi* 
nefs was nearly the fame \ and in the fecond, liberty is 
coniidered much mbre as a phyfical faculty, than as a 
natural, civil,* and political right. The inference drawn 
from the firft is, that it is ufelefs for man to trouble 
himfelf about the difference of ftations as the fame por* 
tion of happinefs is nearly allotted to each; the fecond 
does not even mention that liberty which the adepts fo 
much infill on againft kings, and only ^erts that lib* 
erty which fo well demonftrates the diftiiidlion of right 
and wrong, and which the fe£l always looked upon as 
too favorable to religion. 

Without feeming to fubmit to his difciples, Voltaire^ 
neverthelefs, gradually adopted their fentiments \ vexed 
at having afferted the rights of free agency, he coun^^ 
terafled all the influence that do£lrine might have had, 

A ■ . . . 

t Letter to 'nutiot, a^th. Ofloba*) 1738. 
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and gave his definition of liberty*' fuch a turn, that 
Predeftinarians themfelves could not have cavilled at it. 
In a word, he no longer aflerted any other liberty than 
that which has proved fuch a powerful weapon againft 
fovereignty in the hands of the (cGt, 

I The correcEIiona he made in his EpilUe on Equality, 
had a more dircft affinity to the fyftcm of the political 
revolution. In the firft edition of that Epiflle we read. 

Equal the ftate, in men the difference lies.t 

The fe& wifhed hitn to have faid, 

Equal are men, in fiates the difference lies.^ 

At length Voltaire underftood their meaning, and 
bluthed at finding that his own difciples had made a 
greater progrefs in the knowledge of Equality than he 
had himfelf; and to avoid their future critipifms he 
changed both his do^rine and his verfes.. He correded, 
and almoft reconftrudled his Epifile on Equality ; nor 
did he let his poetic genius refl:, till he had fliown the 
adepts, that he underftood the equality of mao as well 
as they did, and that they could no longer reproach him 
with not goiftg to the pmnU It was then that he wrote 
the following verfes, which contain all that the revolu* 

* If we are to believe this definition, Libertj con'fifts in the 
pcFwer of doing ^hat w ^tlL A true metaphyfician would fay, 
7hepo*ojer itfelf the faculty of nmlling or not nuilting^ that is to 
iky, of (feterTkining one*s •wiUy of chujing and nvilling any things 
or the contrary. Thefe two definitions are very different. It is 
not the power but the will which is culpable. A righteous mao 
has frequently the fame power of committing the fame crime as 
the wicked man; but one wills it, while me other does not. 
The wicked man is at liberty mt to will it, as the upright man is 
at liberty to will it; otherwife, there can be no moral difference 
between the good and the.bad man. For how could tlie latter 
be culpable, i? he had not had it in his power to will the contra¬ 
ry ? Suppofe three men—^thc firft can commit a bad action, but 
his will freely rejeils it: The lecond can acdomplifh the &me, 
and he freely with it: The third not only can but he Hrrefifiddy 
willf it. The firft of thefe men will be a virtuous man, &e fe- 
cond a wicked man, the third a mere brutal machine, a mad¬ 
man who is neither mafier of his will nor of his reafon. The 
wicked man and the mad one could and did will the fame aftion. 
The difference does not lie in the power or the a^ion, but in the 
will itfeif more or lefs free to will or not to will. But Voltaire 
and his fophiftical fthool had their reafons for not making fuch 
diftinftions. 

f Les Etats font ^ux, mais Jes homines different; 
j; Ees hommes font ^gaux, et ks ^tats different! 
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tionary populace bave alkdged againft the wealtKy^ the 
nobility> and kings, in proof of its equality. 

With calm indiflFerence let my firieDd furvey 
The pomp ot riches and defpoticfway 
This world’s a ball, where his uodazzied cye$ 

Vitm thro’ eaeh fiUy adtor’s vain difguife. 

My Lord, your Highne&, are the maiks that hide 
Their little beings and exdt their pride ; 

Buff men are equal; pride do what you can, 

The majk may differ but the fame the man» 

The €ve weak fenfes by us dl po^lfeit, 

Of good, of evil, are our only tedft. . 

A Have has five, Jix can the monarch claim ? 

The fame his body ai^d his foul the iame.* 

This is precifdy what the democratic rabble of Paris 
was wont to fay, lefs elegantly indeed, when it aiked 
whether kings and nobles were not made of the fame 
clay as the fimple clown ? Whether thofe who enjoyed 
large fortunes had two ftomachs ? And of what ufc 
were all thofe dillinf^ions of Sovereigns, Princes, or 
Chevaliers, all men nuere equal ^ 

It was with relu£lance, it muft be confefled, that 
Voltaire became the Apoftle of Equality. For without 
having a body or foul of a different fpecics from that 
of Pompignan, Freron, or Desfontaines, or of fo ma¬ 
ny other men whom he was perpetually overwhelming 
with his farcafms, he ncverthclefs was*aware that in the 
fame fpecies, and with the fame nature, there exifted 
no fmall inequality among men; that without being en¬ 
dowed with a fixth fenfe, he felt the great dtftance there 
was between himfelf and the rabble he fo much defpi- 
fcd. At length he fubmitted to the criticifms of the 
adepts, and after having declared 


* Ttt voisf cher Arifton, d’ua ceil d’indifierenee . 
La grandeur tyrannique, et la fiere opulence. 

Tes yeux d’un faux &Iat ne font point abulias; . 

Ce monde eft un grand bal, ou des fous deguifes. 
Sous ks rifibles noros d’Emifieace et d’Altetk, 
Penfent enfler leur ^tre et kaufkr leur bafiefle* 
Envain des vanites I’appareil nous furprend ; 

Les mertehfont egauxj le mafque ejl differenU 
Kos cinq fens imparhiits, donnas par la nature, 

De nos biens, de nos maux font la leule mefure. 

Les Ross en onNlsJtx ? et leur ante et leur corps 
StmtMs d^uHe autre ejpiee f cnt 4 ls d\aUtres refirts ? 
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Equal the ftatOi ifi nea the dUfienHicelks.* . ' 

he writes in abfolute oppoiition, . , . . 

The jnafk may diffhr But the fame the man.t 

As to that Uberty which commences ia the bve of 
Repubiicamfm» and ends in the hatred of Kings, it is 
probable that Voltaire would never have adopted it, had 
it not been neceflary to eftabliOi that liberty which wsts 
efiential to the hatred of Chrift ; but be had found him« 
felf too much thwarted by the authority of Kings in his 
£rft publications againft Chriftianity. In Holland he 
enjoyed a greater liberty lor printing his blafphemies i 
and it was to that circumftance, that he owed his bias 
ibr Republicanilxm Thofe who have read his correfpon*? 
deuce while in Holland, and particularly the following 
letter to the Marquis D’Argenfon^ diated . from thq 
Hague, wiU not^have a doubt that this was the cafe* 
<< I am, fays he^ better pleated even with the abufes of 
<< the liberty of the prefs here, than with that fort ,o£ 
€< ilavery under which the human mind is kept in France. 
If you continue on that plan, the brnple remembrance 
of the glorious age of Lewis XIV* will be all that will 
remain. This degeneracy almoft inclines me to fetr 
tic in the country I am now in. The Ibgue is a 
« charming refidence ; /iierfy alleviates the rigors of ibr 
vuinietm I like ta fie tb^ Riders ^the State no mare tbas^ 
plain Citizens, There are fa£Iions, it is trp^,. yet they 
exiil in Republics : But fajflion does not damp 
patriodfm, and I fee great men contending with great 
meu.-^On the other fide I fee, with equal admiration, 
<< the chief members of the (late walking on foot with- 
<< out (ervants, living in houfes worthy of thofe Roinan 
Confuls who drefled their own roots ^ you would 
««like this government extremely, notwithftahding all 
« thofe imperfeSions which are unavoidable in it. It 
is entirely municipal^ and that is vobatypu admire^X^ 

All thefe expreifiona naturally denote a man declining 
towards a Republican Liberty and Equality, and who 
impatiently bore the yoke of Kings. A few yew after, 
we may obierye this paffion much, more predominant in 

* LesEtatsfontdgausc, maU les hoinmes d^£reDt.|| 
t LesMortcUfont ^gam^, le mafqueed! dimreu^l 
X Let. 8th Auguft, J7431 

II tjl and %d Edit, § See the variations^ edit, of Kelt, 
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Voltaire^ efpeciaUy in a letter which he U fuppofed C» 
have written to an Academician of Marfeilles, and men* 
tioned in Mr. de Bevis’s Memoirs. « 1 ihooM accept 
^ your invitation, were Marfetiles fttll a Grecian Re* 
public ; for I greatly admire Academies, tut am much 
<< more partiai to Kepuhlics. How happy are thoic 
^ countries where otcr maftcrs vifit us, and are not af* 
fronted when we do hot return to wait on them V* 

' In ail this, however, we fee nothing more riian a 
partiality for Republics $ k was not poiitively a ha* 
tred of Kings, nor an imputation of tyranny and de& 
podfiri in the regal government. But a few years after 
this, that fame rancour is dire^ed by Voltaire againft 
the throne, which he had already conceived againft the 
altar. Such at lead is cleariy the purport of a confident 
tial letter which he writes to Alembert, wherein he 
fays, As to Duluc (the King of Pruffia,) fomedmes 
biting fometimes bitten, he muft be a moft unhappy 
mortal ; and thofe men nohoput themfel^s in the way ^ a 
or a fabre for fucb gentry^ arc abominable fools* 

« Don’t betray my fecrct either to Kings or Priefts.”* 
This, however, could be no fecret to thofe who had 
obferved the modern Sophifters trying to caft all the o* 
diutn of war and its miferies on Kings and the nature of 
their governments, and wiihing to perAiade the people 
that their only way of acquiring happinefs, and everlai^ 
tingpeace, was, to take the government into their own 
bands by wrefting it from their Royal Matters. This 
propoiition, fo evidently contradifled by that perpetual 
ftate of warfare, interior or exterior, fo common to Re* 
publics, evinces ;that yohairc bad no care about proof, 
when he decided in fo peremptory a ftife, that thofo 
who were perfuaded they were fighting for their coun* 
try when rallied under the ftandai^ of their King, were 
moft abominable fools.. 

We (hould particularly remark in this letter, how 
much his fecret with regard ^ Kings is connefled with 
that refpedling the Prhfihood's and he had mote than 
once publicly divulged them both. The latter be had 
exprefled in the verfes already quoted from his Ttagc* 
dy of (Edipus, , \ 

Priefts are pot what they feem to vulgar eyes, , 

In our credulity their fcience ijes tf 

* X 2th December, x^irr, 

f I/CS pretres nc font pas ce quW vain pcuple penfe j 
Notre credulite fait unite leur fcience: • 
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aad as to the former, we fee Voltaire by the fame snearie 
teaching the people what they are to tMnk with regard 
to Sovereigns, their rights, and their origin ; or with 
regard to the Nobility, who are perpetually led and 
fpurred on to the defence of their country in emala-« 
tion of* thofe fervices by which their anceftors diftin-* 
guiihed thcmfelves. It would be in vain to excofe the 
poet: it is a hatred of Kings, and liot the genius of 
poetry, which infpires fuch artful turns, and makes the 
dramatic zQlot fpeak the fentiments of the Sophifter* 
It certainly was not the love of' Monarchy which di£ka-* 
ted the following verfes,. and caufed them to be fyoken 
on the-ftage of a nation under the dominion of a Ktng^ 
and proud of the atchievements of its Nobility. In his 
Tragedy of Merope, he fays. 

Some lucky foldier was the €rfl of Kings $ 

Who ferves the ilatc, no matter .when.ee he lprings.t 

When Voltaire taught this doftrine to the French, 
people, the Antimonarchical Revolution had made'as 
great a progrefs in his mind, as the Antichriftian for¬ 
merly had, when the verfes already quoted had been 
fpoken againft the Clergy. But nothing (hort of the 
mod abandoned Jacobinifm could teftify applaufe when 
Voltaire continues, Do you nvijb to be happy ? Never own 
a majier,* 

It was thus that Voltiire, carried aWay by his Syllem 
of Liberty oppofed to the Altar^ daily cherilhed the 
fentiments of that liberty which was to combat the 
throne. Nor was it inadvertently that thefe maxims 
efcaped from his poetic genius. In his corrcfpondence. 
with D’Alembert, his intention appears clearly when 
he points out to his conffdant, all thofe verfes which 
tnay teach the fubje£I to rife in judgment againft his 
King, or even to become his affafliri or e*kecutioner,^ 
(hould he ever chufeto vkw his Prince in the light of 
a tyrant or a defpot. Exaftty fuch are the paiTages 
which he wilhes D’Al^bert to notiOe^ when he writes, 
Laft year I hurried over a Plky called The Laws of 
« Minos^ which prefently you will fee bifled. In thofe 
Laws of MimSy Teucer fays to Mcrion the Senator,” 

+ Le premier qui fut Roi, fut un foldat heureux, 

Que fert bien fon Pays, n’a pas Sefoin d^ayeux. 

* Dialogues of the IHiiloibphers on'Hal^pinefs. 
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Oor bwt a change, our ftate a King Te<}ntret.* 

The Senator anfwero t 

Of me, my treafuresand my lifedlfpofe, 

But (hould the pow’r this fovereign rank beftows 
Be tiim’d againft outlaws and oatwe land, 

Thai ftall my arm that guilty pow’i withfland-f 

Had^VoItaire ever met with fuch verfcs in the wri¬ 
tings of a Clergyman, he would immediately have at¬ 
tacked him as an adaflin and a traitor; he would have 
exclaimed, Behold the fubje£): who raifes himfelf in 
judgment againft his Sovereign, who takes upon him the 
right of deciding between lus King and the Laws, the 
right of attacking and combating his King, and of 
turning his fword againft him, every time it may pleafe • 
him to believe, or to perfuade the people, that the death 
of the Prince would reftorc energy to the laws.—Vol¬ 
taire would have immediately added, there we fee the 
people decidedly created both judge and fovereign over 
their Kings ; fuch are the maxims which form Rebels, 
and produce Revolutions with all their concomitant hor¬ 
rors of democratic anarchy. 

What Voltaire would very properly have faid on this 
affectation of their making a diftin^ion between the 
King and the Country, hiftory may as properly apply to His femt 
Voltaire himfelf; more particularly as nobody knew “d indi- 
the confequences and danger of fuch maxims better than 
he did ; nor did he even make any fecret of their dange- throne, 
rous tendency when writing to his friends. He begins 
his letter to ^e Count D’Argental on fending him fooie 
of thofe feditious publications, by faying, ** In the hrft 
place, promife me upon oath, that you never will let 
“ my fetit path out of your hands, that you will fend 
<< them baak to me, and inform me whether they are 
** too highly feafoned, or whether the general tafte of 
the day is more depraved than my own. ^hefgrce- 
” meat of petit pates is not quite palatable to a monarchy $ 

” but you told me that a dip oj Brutus had been lately 
<< ferved up at the Count de Falkenilein’s (the name un- 

* ** II faut changer de loix, il faut avoir un maitre.” 
f ** J6 vous offre Inon bras, roes triors & mon fang ;> 

Miu 8 li vous abuiez de ce fupr^nie rang, 

Pour fouler a vos pieds Jes loix & la patrie, 

Je la defends, Seigneur, au p^iil de ma vie.’^ 

1 Letter 0^ s^tb Novet^boTf 177s* 
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He wiflies 
for and 
foretells 
the Revo¬ 
lution. 


« der which Jofeph II. travelled,) and that none of the 

guefts had left the table.”* Such language is not ve¬ 
ry enigmatical ; but it paints Voltaire in very different 
colours from thofe we have feen him in, when reproach¬ 
ing his Parifian brethren with feeing every thing topfy^ ^ 
turvy in their attack on the King’s power. It denotes 
an author who dares not yet (how his fentimentsfo op- 
pofite to that power, but who wilhes to go as far as pof- 
fible without expofing himfelf to danger. We fee him . 
flattering himfelf that he has not been too daring, as Jo¬ 
feph II. had been imprudent enough to let a dijbof Bru¬ 
tus Be ferved up at hts table ; that is to fay, that monarch 
had heard broached at his table, without (hewing his 
difpleafurc, doSriries the moft dangerous and threat¬ 
ening to the lives of Sovereigns. 

'Ihere are many other letters extant, which indicate 
hpNWceply this Antimonarchical liberty had rooted it- 
felf in the heart of Voltaire, and even how much ho 
defpifed that love for their Sovereign at thaStime fo uni- • 
verfally prevalent among the French people. There is 
one in particular, in which he complains moft bitterly, 
that ftrangers pcrfcftly converfant in the catechifm of 
liberty, and equal to the talk of teaching it to the Pa- 
rifians, are obliged to carry their fyftems elfewhere, be¬ 
fore they have fucceeded in teaching them to the French 
people ; that if nian was created to ferve God, he was 
alfo created to he free,\ In Ihort, what difplcafed Voltaire j 
more particularly was, that while he was making fuch j 
progrefs in this catechifm of liberty, the French people, ^ 
whom he calls his Velchesj did not keep pace with him.:t ' 
When the Hiftorian ftiall treat of the progrefs which | 
Voltaire was making in the arts of liberty, he (hall not 
extenuate his error, by faying that Voltaire was not a- | 
ware of the fatal confequcnces of a revolution, or that i 
- he would have darted back from his purpoft could he by 
poflibility have forefeen them. Certainly his foul could * 
not be fo ferocious as to have afpired after the bloody 
'reign of a Robefpiene ; but he complacently foretells, i 
and offers up his prayers for a revolution, which he < 
knows to be big with bloodlhcd artd furrounded with 
firebrands; and however difaftrous fuch revolutionary 
feourges may appear to him, he neverthelefs deems thofe 
perfons happy, who, from their juvenility, may live to 

* a7th July 177-7. 

t Letter to Damilville, %td Marche 1764 ; 

t Ibid. &pairim. . . I 
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fee them. He writes to the Marquis de Chauvelin, 
Everir thing is preparing the way to a gre^i revolution^ 
^ which will moll undoubtedly take place; and I fiiall not 
he fortunate enough to fee it. The French arrive at 
every thing flowly, but dill they do arrive. Light 
has to gradually diffiifed itfelf, that on the fird oppor- 
tunity the nation will break out^ and the uproar will 
he glorious. Happy thofe who are now youngs for they 
will behold mojl extraordinary tbings.^^* 

Let the reader notice the date of this letter, which is 
twenty-five years anterior to the French revolution. 
During the whole of that long period we fliall never ob- 
ferve Voltaire reproaching the adepts with feeing every 
tkangtopfy^turvyi when they attack the Royal prerogative. 

Whether it was that the victories he had obtained 
ver the altar gave him more confidence in his attacks a- 
gaind the Throne ; or that the fuccefs of his farcadic 
attacks gradually made againd kings with impunity, had 
purfuaded him that they were not fo formidable as he 
had believed them, either to himfelf or to his adepts ; 
which of thefe was the true reafon we cannot now de* 
tennine. This however is certain, riiat fo far from be¬ 
ing dartled at the principles of infurre^ioil inculcated 
throughout the writings of his difciples, he hugs him-^ 
felf in the idea that their produAions were becoming 
the catechifms of all nations. 

When Diderot publiihed his Syjtem of Nature^ it was 
neither his attacks nor his frantic declamations againd 
kings, that the Philolbpher of Ferney fought to combat; 
but a kind of metaphyfics the abfurdity of which he 
feared, would reflefl: on Philofophy. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding this abfurdity, and the violent declamations a- 
gaind fovereignty, we find him exulting with D'Alem¬ 
bert in the fuccefs of that abominable work, and brag¬ 
ging of Its being Ji greedily read throughout ail Europe^ 
that people fnatebed it from each other. When he faw 
the courtiers and princes, encouraging new editions of 
Helvetius'sworkoN man and his education, notwith- 
danding the feditious and antimonarchical principles it 
contained, and which will be noticed in the courfe of 
this work, Voltaire, fo far from fearing the indignation 
of kings, which fuch writings would naturally draw 
down on his fchool oh Plulofophers, fmiles exuhingly 
with D’Alembert at the great fuccefs of the work, and 

* ad March, i76iyi 
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receives it as a j^roof that the Jhck of fagts JUenilf 
creafedJ^ 

Thus it is that all his fears of irritating Sovomgns^ 
by this apoftlefliip of Liberty and £(maUty gradually 
' fubiide, and are fucceeded by that thirU of revolution^ 
of rioti ^nd of thofe tempeftuous fcenes which were to 
accompany the downfal of Emperors and King8> in a 
word, of all Sovereigns, or, in their philofophiCal cant* 
of tyrants and defpots. 

D*Alem- Our readers, and future ages, will naturally inquire, 
berths fcn« whether D'Alembert walked in the footfteps of his dear 
whether, as zealous as Voltaire for thc 'Anti- 
tfrone. ^ chriftian liberty, he alfo adopted that liberty fo inimical 
to royalty. Let D'Alembert fpeak for himfclf: His 
anfwer is contained in a letter already quoted, but 
which may throw new light on this queuion. 

« Tou love REASON AND LIBERTY, my dear brother ; 
« and a man can hardly love the one without loving the 
U other. Well then, here is a worthy RepuiHcan Phi* 
<< lofopher whona I prefent to you, who will talk with 
you on Philosophy and Liberty : It is Mr. Jen-p 
<< nings, chamberlain to the king of Sweden, a man of 
f < great morit and enjoying a high degree of reputation 
in his own country. He is worthy of your acquaint 
tance, both for his own merit, and, for the uncoin<« 
mon efteem he has for your writings, ^hich have fa 
H much contributed toward dijfeminating thofe two princi* 
pies among perfons worthy of feeling them^’^ 

What an avowal is this for a man like D'Alembert, 
who was extremely cautious in bis exprelTions, and al¬ 
ways on his guard, left he ftiould utter any thii^ that 
might expofe him to danger. Tou love Retfan and Lib* 
erty s emd a man can hardly love the one^ without loving 
* the other. A few lines lower, we find this Reefon to be 
Pbilofophy ; and the fubfequent Liberty to be that of 
a Republican Philofopher \ who nevcrchdefs lives un¬ 
der a monarcliy,- loaded with the favors, and enjoying 
the confidence of his Sovereign. It is D'Alembert 
then who avows, that one can hardly love his preten^ 
ded Philofopy, without lovii^ Republicanifm, or that 
liberty which he believes not to cxift under Monarchy. 

It is D’Alembert again who fele£):8 from among the 
numerous claims which may entj|tle the fophifiical cour- 

* Letter to D'Alembert, i6th July 1770. No. 114 and 117, 
anno 1773, and to the Ducheis of Choiftul, 1770. 
t letter to Voltaire, x^th Jaauary 178^. 



• ANTXMONAftCHlCAt CON6PIRACT. 

. Y 

tktcr to. Vdtaire’sor his own efteem, that of his love 
for Republican Philofophy ; though he certainly could 
not cultivate fuch a difpofitionj without fecretly wifhr 
ang to betray the caofe of his King. 

In ihort, it is D’Alembert who extols the writings 
of his dear and illuftrieus brother, as peculiarly adapt-* 
od to difleminate thefe two principles of Republican Lib^ 
0rty and Republican Philifopby among perfons worthy of 
feeling them ; or, in other words, as peculiarly adapt^ 
to fulfil the wifhes of thofe pretended fages, who can 
find po liberty under the government of Kings, and 
who deteft Monarchy in proportion to their love for 
Republics. He who believes himfelf wordiy of fed*- 
ing this twofold fintimenty he who, acknowledges no 
Philofophy as true if void of thefe two fentimentSt 
. could he, I aik, demonftrate in a more forcible manner, 
liow ardently they glowed in his heart, or how much 
he panted after thofe revolutions which were to crufli 
the throne, and eftabUfh' Republieanifin on its ruin ? 

. In draudiqr thefe inferences, let not the reader fop* 

e >fe that we mean to confound in all cafes a bias for 
epuhlics, or the love of liberty, with the hatred of 
Kings, and the defire of fubverting every Throne. We 
UTC pcifedly aware, that there cxift many worthy Rc*^ 
publicans, who, while they love their own Govern¬ 
ment, are not unmindful of the refped due to thofe of 
other Nations. Nor are we ignorant that true Civil 
liberty is no lefs compatible vvith Monarchies than with 
Republics : indeed, ft might not be difficult to prove, 
that the fubje^ frequently enjoys a more real and ex* 
tenfive Lib^t]^ under a Kingly, than under a Rcj^ubli* 
can Government, efpedally if a Democracy. But 
when we behold the Sophtfters perpetually complaining 
of the Government of Kings under whom they live, 
ftyling their Sovereigns Defpots, and fighing after the 
Liberty of the Republican Philolbpher, we are certain¬ 
ly entitled to view their love for Liberty and Republic 
canifm as blended with the hatred of Kings. If their 
blafphemies againft Chrift, if what they call their Phi* 
lofophy be by any means thwarted, impatient of die 
^ rein, they burft forth into complaint, and they exdaim, 
ihaxReafonis Jhackied; that D^potifm, Dedusltke^ per^ 
pitually perfecutes them s or, that man is unfortunate in^ 
deed when he lives under the eye of a Monarch, or of 
his Minifters.* 

* See Valtaire’s and D’Akmbert’s correipondeoce paJPm* 
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But to confine onrfdves to D’Alembert, let ut'Teca! 
to mind, tfaa^ in the warfare againft the altar, he z€ttd 
the part of the fox. We fliall fee him employing the 
fame cunning in his attack againft the Throne; He 
will excite and ftimulate others, he will even guid^ their 
pens; but he carefully avoids every thing by* which he 
'might himfclf be eventually endan^red. It is thus 
IQiat he lauds Voltaire, that he extols the real widi 
which his dear brother propagates that Republican Lib* 
erty and Phllofophy 5 and fearing left this zeal (hould 
fometime abate, he adds, Coirtinue to fight as you 
do, pro arts et fids ; as for me,' my hands^ are tied by 
min^eriai and facer dotal tyranny ; I cah oifiy follow 
the example of Mofes, and- raife up my nands to 
heaven while you contend in fight.^’f 
Again, we find him informing Voltaire-of the ea- 
gernefs with which he reads and devours all thbfc wri¬ 
tings in which that Premier Chief had combined his 
attacks againft the Altar and the Throne. We fee him 
applauding his farcaftic wit, and thus addrelling him : 
I am almoft angry when I learn from public report^ 
that without informing me of it you have given a 
flap to Fanaticifm and Tyranny, and that without 
<< detriment to the fwinging blows which you apply iii 
fo mafterly a manner on other occafions. You enjoy 
«« alone the privilege of covering with odium and ridi* 
culc thofe two pefts of fociety.”:|: 

During this warfare, it was not the good fortune of 
all the adepts to gain the applaufe of D’Alembert. They 
had not, like Voltaire, the art of pleaiing or amufing 
Kings, who did not perceive that the farcaftic wit and 
fatire of his romances and hiftorical produciiods fell 
bn their own heads, though fccmingly aimed only at 
the perfons of other Kirtgs. 

It was not every one of the adepts that had the art of 
throwing the living into contempt, by ftrikirig at the 
dead; of flattering the perfon of the Sovereigni atid 
rendering fovereignty odious ; nor'(hall we find D’A* 
lembert equalh^^pleafed with all thofe who appear id ar¬ 
ray againft the Royal caufe. Some of them, tbo eager, 
faid too much ; others iverc awkward in their attacks, 
and thefe he ftylcs bunglers who are to be found every 
where. ^ Others again were not fufficicntly bold. He 

4 . ^ ' 

+ 19th January, 1769. 

% Letter from D’Alembert, 14th July, 1767.. . 

J a4thJaRttary, X7>8. 
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will allow them wit, but he wllhes them to le lefs favoroi^ 
hit to Defpotifm s and the reader will eafily conceive what . 
he would have written hixnfelf if his hands had not been 
ti^dy when he confidentially writes to Voltaire, I hate 
Zhj^ts alsmfi as much as you doyourfelf,\ 

It would be. futile to obje&, tnat the hatred of Def- 
potifm does not infer the hatred of Kings. We know 
that; but who are the Defpots implied by. our Sophif- 
ters, ii not the Kings under.whom they lived. Were 
the Emperor of the Turks, or the Grand Mogul, who 
had nothing to do with our Fhilofophers, the objedks of 
their repeated Complaints and hatred ? Such objeAions 
are unworthy of being noticed. Their language is 
known; and fufficienc proofs will occur to (how, that with 
thefefl Devisor. Tyrants and Sovereigns or Kings zxc 
fynonymous terms. The very afiedation of confound- 
them tc^ether (hows that the hatred of the one and 
of the other were blended in the hearts of the Chiefs 
and of their Adepts. 

•. In (bore, the compliments of D’Alembert ai;e not the 
foie proofs with which the adepts have furnifhed us of 
the great part Voltaire had taken in that revolution fo 
fatal to Monarchy, and which he fo exultingly forefaw* 

Had he never aimed his farcaftic wit, fo much admired 
by the fophifters, at the perfons of Kings, (till he would 
have been the man, at lead in the eyes of his febool, 
who had fmoothed the way, who. had fcaled the ram¬ 
part, to gfiail the Throne and (biver the Scepter of the 
pretended Tyrants ; in a word, to contrive what the 
French Revolution has fince accomplilhed, both with 
refpeA to the crown and perfon of the unfortunate 
Xicwis XVI. 

Thefc important fervices arc thus appreciated by Con- Avowal of 
dorcet: Shall (fays he) men who would ftill have 

been (laves to prejudice if Voltaire had not written, volulr^^ 
^ accufe him of betraying the caufe of Liberty !*— 

They cannot underftand that if Voltaire had infer- 
** ted in his writings the principles of the elder Brutus,. 

that is to fay, thofe of the American Act of Inde- 
<< pendence, neither Montefquieu nor Roufleau could 
have publifhed their works. Had he, as the'Author 
<< of the Syftem of Nature did, obliged all the Kings of 
<< Europe to fupport the afcendancy of the Clergy, 

<< Europe would ftUl have remained in the bonds of Jlave-* 

t a^d January, 1770, 
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rjand buried in fuferJUlien^ They will notT€fie£^9 
ft that in our writings, as in our adlions, we are t9 
« make no more than a neceflary difplay of courage.’^* 

' Condorcet, in writing this, feems to have confidered 
himfelf as having difplayed a fufficient courage, as he 
did not think it neceflary to fay, that the .throne would 
have remained unlhaken, if Voltaire had not begun by 
eradicating religion from the minds of the people^ . His 
brethren the hebdomadary adepts, criticized the pane«* 
gyrift as not having fufficiently extolled the fervices which 
Voltaire had rendered. At that period the French Rev¬ 
olution was at its fummit. Lewis XVI. was reduced 
to a hiere phantom of royalty* in his palace, or rather 
prifon, of the Thuillerics* The literary part of the 
Mercure was condu£ted by La Harpe, Marmontel, -and 
Champfort; and thefe reviewers undertake to inform 
the unfortunate Monarch of the hand which had wrought 
the downfal of his throne. In giving an account of 
the life of Voltaitc, written by the Marquis dc Condor¬ 
cet, the hebdomadary Philofophers fpeak in the follow¬ 
ing terms ; 

' It appears that it would have been poffible to fliov 
« in a clearer light, the eternal obligations which humm 
U nature has to Voltaire. Ctrcumftances were favorable* 
** He did not forefee all that he has done, but he has done aU 
that^ we now fee. The enlightened oBferver and the 
able hiftorian will prove to tfiofc who are capable of 
reflexion, that the firjl Author of the great Revolution^ ' 
which ajlmijhes all Europe^ which infufes hope into the 
hearts oj nations^ and difqmet into courts^ was^ without 
doubt^ Voltaire. He was the firft who levelled that 
fqrmidable rampart of Derpotifm, the religious and 
facerdctal power. Had he not broken the yoke of 
Priefts, that of Tyrants never could have been ihaken 
off; both equally weighed upon our necks, and were 
fo intimately interwoven, that, the firft once flacketicd, 
the latter muft foon have loft its hold. The human 
mind is no more to be impeded in the career of Inde- 
•* pendence than it is in that of flaveiy ; and it was 
« Voltaire who'(hook off the yoke, by teaching it to 
judge, in every refpefl:, thofc who kept it in fubjeC- 
tion. It was he who rendered reafon popular; and 
if the people had not learned to think, never would 
^ it haye known its own ftrengtb. The reflexitos of 

♦ Life of Voltaire, edit. Kelh . . x 
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** the fage prepare Political Revoltaiom^ but it is the arm 

of the people v^hkh executes them.”* 

Had I no other oWeA in view than to demonflrate that of 
thefc men, ftyling themfelves Philofophers, and glory- 
ing in the fchool and name of Voltaire, chiefly aimed 
at the overthrow of Monarchy when they attacked re¬ 
ligion 9 that it was to the fuccefsfiil warfare which Vol¬ 
taire had carried on againft the religion of Chrift that 
they peculiarly attribute their fuccefs againft the Throne 9 
that by the ^pellation of Tyrant and Defpot they point¬ 
ed at the beft of Kings and moft rightful of Sovereigns: 
had this been my onlyobje£t, 1 fay, it would have been 
ufelefs to continue thefe Memoirs on the Antimonarchi- 
cal Cbnfpiracy, or that of the Sophifters of Rebellion 
againft every King. 

\ And who are thefe Sophifters that declare fo openly 
and fo exprefsly the fecret of the fe£t i Firft view Con- 
dbreet, the moft refolute Atheift, the deareft of the 
brethren^ ‘the fteady fupport of Voltaire^s hopes, the 
moft intimate confidant of IPAIcmbert.f It is he who 
lets out by declaring, that, if Voltaire had not combat¬ 
ed Religious prqudices, or that if he had attacked Re¬ 
gal autlwrity in a more^ diredl; manner, France would 
nave remained enilaved. 

Next on the lift we find the Journalifts La Harpe, 
Marmontel j and Champfort, who, in the moft celebra¬ 
ted journal of the fe£t, complain that Condorcet has 
not (hown fufficient courage, and that he is not fuffi- 
ciently explicit on the pretended eternal obligations which 
mankind have to Voltaire, who by ftiaking religion to 
. its foundations has overturned the Throne, who by the 
ruin of the Pontiff has ftruck the Tyrant. 

And who is the Tyrant, the Defpot over whom they 
fo loudly triumph ? A King whole very name echoes 
to that of jufttce and goodnefs; a Monarch almoft 
adored by his people, and who loved them to a degree 
of weaknefs ; for he very often repeated, that he would 
not fuffer one drop of his fubje6ls blopd to be fpilt in 
his defence. 

Will hiftory believe, that the unfortunate Lewis 
XVI. was the Defpot over whom they triumph ? And 
yet if any King upon earth (hould believe that he is not 

* Mercure de France, Saturday, TthAuguft, 179b. No. tZ, 
p. xxvi. t See the firft part of theie Memoirs. 
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comprehended tn the general fubver6on aimed at by the 
confpirators^ let him hearken : It is not of France alone 
that they fpeak> but of all mankind: it is mankind that 
they prete^ to behold enflaved under Kings ; and that 
h6p€ which they had infufed into the heact of man^ is 
the fame which they joyfully obfarve eapandii^ itfelf 
through all nations i If now tranquil on his throne^ let 
him remember^ that .he is deftitute of the prudence 
yhich even the ConfpiTators fuppofe him to be endow* 

^ with* They believe difyuiei to be infufed into every 
Court: for they well know^ that their principles and 
their lawlefs attempts openly menaced monarchy. Yes» 
that their coofpiracy was unWerfah is already evident ^ 
hiitory needs no farther proof: But before they dared 
proclaim it« that confptracy had its gradations; its 
means are to be laid open. The firft ftep is that hatred 
a^inft the throne^ flowing in^the hearts of the chiefs^ 
firom the hatred they had conceived agaiuft their God» 
The fecood will be found in the inveftindon of chofe; 
foflema devifed by die adepts to ovcrdirow regal au^ 
thoritT» and fobftitute another in its (lead. The teach*^ 
ers of the fed* had applied the vague prlndples of Lib¬ 
erty and Equality to Religious tenets; and hence ori¬ 
ginated the hatred of Chrift and his Churdh Fromi 
the fame priodples applied to {Iblitics arofe thofe tbeo- 
sies and fyfljeais of fAverfion^ with which the fed al^ I 
£uls every throne* 
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CHAP. II. 

Second Step ef the Conjpfracy againfi Kings.^^Pohtie^ 

Sjifiems of the SeST.—LyArgeifon and Morttefjmeu. 

MONO the adepts who muft have forefeen the D*Argeii. 
Jlj^ confequcnces which naturally enfued from the ap- fon’sfyf- 
^cation of a pretended equality of rights^ and of aa 
irreligious liberty, to politics, none could have done fo 
more intuitively Aan the Marquis D^Argenfon. This 
manj minifter of die foreign depairtment, had lived du* 
ring the greater part of his life near the perfon of hie 
Sovereign, and enjoyed that favour, to which he was 
thought to be entitled by having confecrated his life in 
the Royal fervice. Tet he was the man who, during 
the reign of IjewlsXV. drew the outHnes of thofe So* 
phifticated Syftems, which were to oppofe Regal ais* 
thority, and gradually metamorphofe the French Mon** 
archy into a Republic. 

We have feen Voltaire, as early as die year 1743^ 
extolling the affefkion which diis Marquis bore to Equal* 
ity, to Liberty*, and to the Municipal Government* 

Thefe praifes of the Premier Qiief evidently (how^ 
that Mr. lyArgenfon had already conceived bis Muni* 
cipalizing Syftem, and all thofe wild plans, which the 
future reMls, under the title of a Conftituent Ailem* 
bly, were to adopt as one of the leading features of 
their Royal Democracy, at once the moft fenfelefs and 
moft feditious as well as the moft heterogeneous form 
bf government that oould be conceived, and more ef* 
pecially for Frenchmen : They alfo prove, that he 
made no fecret of his plans to his coi^dents and co* 
operators. 

His fyftem confifts in the divilion and fubdivifion of 
the Provinces into fmall States, firft called Provincial 
Adminyiratwns by Necker, and afterwards termed De^ 
partments by Target and Mirabeau. 

According to D’Argexifon’t plan, refumed and con* 
re£led by Tuigot and Necker, each of thofe petty 
ftates was, under the iufpedioo of the King, to be . 
charged with the interior adminiftration of its diftridls, 
and me levying of taxes ; to fuperintend the different 
plans adopted for the relief of the people ; to infpcA 
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the Kafpitals, the high roads, the eftabliihnieiita ufef ul 
. to commerce and other fach object. The adminiftra* 
tors could not determine on any fubje£l of importance 
without the orders of Ms Majeftyv and this was judged 
a fufficient fence to the Royal prerogative, efpecially as 
at the formation of thefe provincial admiiiiftfaticms» 
one half of the members were to be nominated by the 
King, which half when aifembled chofe the remaining 
moiety. The di(lin£tion of the three orders, of the 
Clergy, the Nobility, and the third Eftate, was pre- 
fierved, as it ufed to be in the ^States General.* ^ 

The towns and boroi^hs, and even^the villages were 
to have their fefpe&tve municipalities, all a&ing.oathe 
lame plan, and under the diretSion of the Prarincial 
Adminiftrations, in their fecondarydiftrifks. 

Though at iirft fight this fyftem appears extremely 
K^tural advantageous, yet, on examination, we (hall find, that 
tendency was to apply Republican forms, as 
much as circumftances would permit, to^aMonmhi* 
cal government; that its obje£l was to cramp the an- 
thority of the Monarch, to clog and weaken it; and to 
annihilate the power ox his officers, or dire^ agents, 
the intendants of provinces. 

Soon was France by means of thefe affemblies and 
their committees, or ^rmanent office^, to be filled 
with ambitious men ftarting forth in the new political 
career; men indeed who, in the firll inftance, would 
have recognized the authority of a King, but who would 
fopn bave^confidered themfelves better informed of she 
wants of the people (being nearer to them) than his 
minifters, and therefore more fully acquainted with the 
means of alleviating their difirefles. Remonfirances and 
philofbphic reafonings would foon. have followed, and 
fufficed to juftify dUbbedience. The people, under a 
fond perfuafion, that chefe provincial adminiftrators fup* 
ported their interefts againft the court, would eafily 
have been brought to believe them the bulwark of their 
liberties and priyil^es, alfigning every happy event to 
themy and attxihuling every misfortune to the King and 
his minifiers. Each municipality coalefcing with the 
adpsiniftratorst a hundred petty Republics ftart into 
exigence, ready to league againft their Sovereign, who, 
under the title of King, would fearcely have retained 
fhg authority of, a Doge* 

* See D’Ar^nfon’s pIanS|.&c. oq the nature cf governipentSf 
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In time fliould have fcen a fwarm cf politicafters^ 
et petty tribunes, Tallying forth from thefe adminiftra- 
tire bodies, who would have left no means untried to 
perfuade the. populate that fueh a King was rather a 
burden than an advantage to the ftate ; that it woold 
be proper to lay him a6de, fince he was unneceffasy; 
that.the provincial and municipal adminiftrations would 
then be able to follow up in a more efie^lual manner, 
the falutary mcafures they had conceived for the good 
of the people : and thus, ftep by ftcp, the Monarchical 
government would have been overthrown, and a mu« 
nicipal adminiftration eftabliihed, with the freedom of 
which Voltaire and D’Argenfon had been fo fafcinated 
in Holland. The man who could not readily forefee 
that fuch would be the confequence of this municipal- 
izing fyftem, muft have been very ignorant of the 
chara£ker of Frenchmen, and efpecially of French Phi- 
lofophcTs when drawn into the vortex of modern poli¬ 
tics^ 

Even theadmifiion of the cleigy into thefe provifional 
adminiftrations muft have proved a fatal boon to the 
church, as it neceiTarily tended to change the'fpirit of 
its minifters. Priefts and bifbops were admitted, or 
rather called upon, to form a part of thefe adminiftra¬ 
tions, fo foreign to their facred fun£iion8, for the con- 
fjatacy had not yet attained fufEcient force to caft them 
off. The zeal for falvation was to be fuperfeded by the 
wild ambition of moving in a fphere fo contrary to their 
calling. Already were feveral prelates diftinguiflied by 
this new title of Adminiftrators. Soon ihould we have 
feen them become rather the difciples of D’Argenfon, 
Turgot and Necker, than of Chnft ; foon feen the 
btfhopricks conferred upon none but Moreilets and 
Beaudeaux, with whom religion would have been a 
very fubordinate objed;, when compared to the glorious 
enterprize of fyftem-making, or of refitting the Min- 
ifters and the Sovereign. This was a fare method of 
ruiniw the church, by robbing her of the real bifliops, 
and fobftituting petty politicians, who would eafily be 
earned away by the torrent of impiety and ambition, 
and join with heart and band a Brienne or an Expilli. 

'^^atever mi^ht have been the conifequence to the 
church, it is ve^ evident that aO thefe new forms of 
adminiftration tended diredly to republicanize the ftate. 
Each of thefe petty adminiftrators would sfoon have 
fwelled himfelf into the reprefentative of the province. 
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and the aggregate would have ^l^d themfelvea the Re- 
prefentatives of the Nation. The bare appellation of 
National Reprefentative, combined with h^em Phw 
lofophlfm, fufficed to cruih the Monarchy. 

D'Argenfon did not live to .witnefs tne experiment 
of hb fjftem; feme may fappofe that he had not fore- 
fetn its confcqueiicea. But it plainly appears^ that if 
he even had forefeen tfaemy fo great an admirer of mu¬ 
nicipalized Republics would not have been much alarm¬ 
ed. At a time when the Sophifters had not fufficiently 
erafed the love of religion from the hearts of the French 
to efiace their afiedion for their Monarch, this fyf- 
tetn appeared to make but little impreflion; but we 
fhall fee the Sophifters afterward making it the partic¬ 
ular objefl of their difiertations, to accuftom the peo¬ 
ple to the idea of governing thcmfelvcs.* 

MoDtef- ^he great misfortune of France, a man far more ca- 

qnieiu j[>able than D’Argenfen of giving to any f]^ftem the ap- 
« pearance of deep thought and erudition, engaged in thefe 

political fpeculations. The love of the commonweal may 
appear to have diredied him toward this ftudy; but the 
real caufe is to be found in the reftleflhefs of Philofo- 
phifm, and in that liberty of thinking which is difgufted 
with every thing around it, and which would continue 
reftlefs even after having attained the objeft of wliich it 
was in fearch. This man, who by fo many claims com¬ 
mands the public veneration was Charles Secondat, Ba¬ 
ron de la Brede and De Montefquieu. He was born on 
the 18 th of January 1689, in the Chateau de la Brede^ 
within three leagues of Bourdeaux ; and m 1716, be¬ 
came preiident h mortter of that parliament* We have 
already mentioned, that his firft produAions were thofe 
of a young man who had no fixed principles of religion $ 
and this is clearly perceptible in perufing the Litters 
Perfannes. At a riper age his duty called him to the 
• ftudy of the laws; but not content with the knowledge 
of thofe of his own country, and defirous of making 
himfelf converfant in thofe ot foreign nations, he made 
the tour of Europe, ftayed fometime in England, and 
then returned to France full of thofe ideas which he has 
^developed in the two works that have chiefly contributed 
to his fame. The firft is entitled, ConfideratioHs en the 
Caufes of the Grandeur and Decline of the Roman £,mpire\ 
and was pobliftied in 1733 ; the latter was, lihe &fkrft 
> of Lawy which appeared in 1748^ 

* Supp]. to Social Contradl, part 3. chap. a. by Gudio. 
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It was obviottSt* on the firft appearance of his woih 
on the Romans, that Montefquieu had not acquired 
from bis travels an additional efteem for the TOvernment on die 
of lus own country. One of the prime caufes to which Thcone. 
he attributes ;die eclat of tlie Romans, is their love of 
a Liberty which begins by dethroning all Kings. The 
Sophifters, who were ilill lefs favorable to Monaichy, 
did not fail to adopt this idea, to make it the leading 
principle, and to inculcate it in all their difcourfes.* 

Both Montefquieu and his panegyrifts would have 
been more corre£);, had they traced back to this Jove of 
Uberty all thofe fcourges and inteftine broils which har- 
rafled Rome, from the expulfion of its Kings until the 
sdgn of the Emperors. Liberty perpetually convulfed 
the people, and ^e fenate could only free themfelves 
from their clamours by habitual war and forcigu pillage. 

This perpetual, ftate. of hoftiUty rendered the Roman 
the moft warUkeof all nations, and gave them that im- 
daenfe advantage which they enjoyed over all other peo¬ 
ple. To the man.who has read the Roman hiftory, 
nothing be more evident. But if foch be the merits 
of that liberty which e;cpelled the Kings from Rome, 
that antifodal fpirit, which, fowing difmd in the intc« 
xior ceconotny of families, drives them from their homes, 
inur^ them to fatigue and the inclemency of the weath¬ 
er, and gives them afl the advantages and ftrength of 
nobbers, by. forcing thdn to live on plimder, after hav- , 
ing denied them the fweets of focial life,—the Antifo- 
cial fpirit, I fay, mud needs poflefs the. very fame ad¬ 
vantages* 

Montefquieu was fo.ftrangcly mifled by his admiration 
for fiberty, that he did hot perceive the ftrangely para- 
doxical pofitions tba^he advanced. After having fpoken of Rom^ 
of the public edifices^ which even to this day give us a 
great idea of the power and grandeur of Rome under its 
KfflgSy after having faid, that one of the caufes of 
its proTperity was, that its Kings were all great men, 
and that no country could ever (hew fuch a continued 
** feries of fatefmen and great generals he adds, near¬ 
ly in the fame page, that on the expulfion of the 
Kings it muft neceifarily follow, either that Rome 
v^ould change its government, or remain a poor and 
« petty monarchy.*^ In a word, that if Rome anived 

* Eloee de Mofitefquieu by B’Alembert. 
t Comiderationi, 5 cc. ^c. on the ftomsms. . 
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at that very high, pitch of greatiiefs, it was owing to its 
hzYingfubJUtuted annual Confuls to the dethroned Kings.* 
This work teems with (atyrical remarks on Rome, 
when again brought under the dominion of a Monarch % 
and his frequent expreffions of regret for the lofs of the 
Republican Liberty, could not but tend to diminifli that 
love, that admiration, that enthufiafm fo natural td 
Frenchmen for their' King. One might really fufpeA 
that he wifbed to inftil into the minds of the people a 
belief, that what Sovereigns call eftablilhing order^ is 
another teirm for riveting fetters on their fubje£is.* . 

* But the woislt that we have been confidertng was 
merely a prelude to the doffrines which he was about 
to teach (in his Spirit cf Lawits \ to all nations governed 
by a Monarch. Let us premile, and with great finceri- 
ty we fay it, that had we to perform the talk of a pane- 
gyrift, cau&s for admir^on would abound; had we to 
anfwer thofe critics wiio reproach Montefijaieu with 
having taken the motto, proletn Jim matre ereatam^ and 
giving his work as if it were ah original, though he may 
appear to have followed*the fbodteps of Bodin, cdebra- 
ted for his work on Republics, we neverthelefs think 
we may triumphantly anfwer, that the drofs he may 
have borrowed from others cannot alloy the llevling 
value of his own produ^iion; and that in fpite of the 
errors contained in the Spirit of Laws, 'ittwill forever 
continue to be confidered as the work of a wonderful 
genius4 

* But it is not for us to aflumfc the chara£fer,^ cither of 
the critic or of the panegyrift. Our objedt is to invef^ 

* Chap. 13. ' 

i We may lafely aCert, that if MoRtefquieu has borrowed 
drofs as the Syitem of Climates froix^odin, he has thrown 
afide many articles which by no means coincided with his ideas : 
For example, the definition of a Sovereign mven by Bodin could 
never agree with Montefquieu’s notions ora free people, or of 
its lepreientauves. The former is exaggerated. In Bodin’s lao* 
goage, we might iky, that the covenant hy which the ‘ Sovereign 
IS conftituted, gives him the right of difpofing at pleafnre of me 
lives and fortunes of every citizen : That tfe foie diftin^Hon 
between the Tyrant andthelaidul King is, that the former excr- 
cifes his authority for the fubjugadon, while the latter exerts his'v 
for the happinefs of the people. The generality of Mqntef> 
quieu’s principles appear not to recognize a fufficient Sovereignty 
in the. real Monarch; but the oppofite excels into which Bodin 
had fallen may, by difgufting Montefquieu, have driven him in¬ 
to the oppofite extreme. In fliort, whether this cricicifra bo car- 
redf or not is of little coniequence, our objedb being to repreftmt 
Montefquieu’s ideas exa^Iy as he has exprelTed them, m what¬ 
ever part of the work they may be found. 
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iigate hem £nr Montef^uiea bro^hed dr infloehced rev* 
- ditttionary ideas. It is the misfortune of a great genius, 
that his very errors are too often converted into oracles. 
Truth miift often fubmit to errors when that error id 
fupported by a celebrated name ! Hiat viAory which he 
would hate difclaime^, refulted merely from the celeb¬ 
rity of his name, and the weight of his authority. The 
diftinflion which he makes between the principles of 
Monarchy and thofe of Repoblicanafm may convince 
the reader. In an ordinary writer, the whole of that 
|>artof the Spirit of Laws would have been looked upon 
as the fport of imagination playing upon words. But 
from Montefejuieu they are received as tffe refultof pro^ 
found thought, fan£iioned by the great name of hlfto^ 
ry. tiCt us examine whether the notions branding 
Monarchy with difgrace can originate from any thing 
but the abufe df terms. 

Honour, in the general acceptation of his country¬ 
men, was the fear of being defpifed^ and a horror par& 
ticularly of being looked upon as a coward. It was the 
fentlment of Glory and of Courage. When a more 
moral fentiment attached itfelf to honour, it was conver¬ 
ted into the fhame of having done, or of hearing one- 
felf reproached as having done^ feme a6k unworthy of 
an honeft man; for inftance, as having broken one^s 
word* Montefi^uieu, obferving the demotic influence 
which this word exercifed over his countrymen, adop¬ 
ted honour as the firll principle, the main fpringi the 
prime mover of Monarchies^ and flatters Republics 
with having virtue for their firft principle.* The chival¬ 
ry of the French, pleafed withtne id^, applauds Mon- 
tefquleu^ but does not perceive that in adopting the 
word he falfifies the fentiment and inetamotphofes it in¬ 
to a falfe honour, a prejudice, d thirfi of fame, an ambition 
fir diftmBiom or fir fiver ; in a word^ into all the vi¬ 
ces of the courtier.f 'JThis was bewildering honour / 
it was telling thofe bold KnightSj fo zealous for their 
King, that they wdre no more than eifeminate courtiers, 
amlHtious men, and flaves to a prejudice the iburce of 
all the vices of Courts : an allertion the more evidently 
falfe, as many a Frenchman replete with true honour 
Was entirely free from any of thofe vices. Such a dif- 
tin£tion was not only odious and difgraceful, it was al- 

* Spirit of the Laws, Book HI. Chap. 3. and following. . 

t lb. Chap. 7, Of paffim. Book HI. and V. 
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fe delttfire, and the delnfion feems to hare* fflttviefited 
Montefquiett from perceiving that hereaftcrPhilofophiim 
would adopt the principle, but would only repeat die 
word honour as the oppofite to viriue^ the prinafk of J2#- 
publicsi and brand the Royalifts with all the falfe preju¬ 
dices, the ambition, and other vices, which he had art^ 
fully afcribed to honour. 

This firft error therefore was the ofispring of deli^on. 
Though, in one fenie, as much may be faud of the pre¬ 
tended principle of Democracies. In another point of 
view, however, this principle may be introduced with 
more correftnefs ; and this latter fenfe appears to be 
that to which Ulontcfquiett at firft alluded. It is undo- 
niable, that virtue ought to be more particuiai^ die 
principle of Democracies than of any other fdRn of 
Government, they being the moft turbulent and the 
xnoft vicious of all ; in which virtue is abfolutdy nece^ 
hry to control the paffions of men, to quell that fpirit of 
cabal, anarchy, and fa<^ion inherent to the Democrafeh. 
sc form, and to chain down that ambition and rage of 
dominion over the people, which the weaknefs of the 
laws can fcarcely withiUnd. 

Rut it would have been fatyric in the extreme to have 
adopted this latter Cenfe ; and M^ntefquieu’s great ad- 
miratton for the ancio&t Xlcmocracies would never per¬ 
mit him to give , fuch an explanation of the principio. 
He therefore generaluses or particularixes his definitions 
as fuits his purpofe. At one time this virtuoy the prime 
mover of Republics, \% the love of one^s coUnUy^thai is 
fay 9 rf E^elity^is a folitiOaly and not a moral virtue 
jit anothery this poUiical is a moral virUity as it is direc¬ 
ted to the public good*f In one place it is not the vir- 
iue of individualsyX though in another it is every thing that 
can be underdilocd by good ntornlsy or by the virtue of a 
people who arepreferved from eatruption by* the gooimfs of 
their maxims, Again, it is the moft cotnmom virtue 
in that ftate where,. << theft is blended with the fpirit of 
<< juftice ; the haurdeft fervkude with excefii of Liberty^ 
<< the moft atrocious fentiments with the greateft mod- 
<< eration ^'’.in (hort, it is the virtue of that ftate 
where << natural fentiments. are preferved without the 
** tie of fon, huiband, or father, and where even chaf» 
<< tity is denuded of modefty and ihamer^ 

Advertifeaieat of the Author to the new Edition, 
f Note to chap. 5, Book III. t Ibid, 

y Chap, a. Book 1 . I Chap. 6. Book 1 V« . « 
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Whatever idea the reader may have formed of virtue 
diroitgh the mtft which appears to have enveloped the 
genius of Montefquieu in enigmatic darknefs, let us aic, 
udiieh princijde will he adopt, or which will he conceive 
to be the moft'dearly expefled ? if a&ed, whether 
virtue w» not alfo to be found in Monarchies, he witt 
anfwer, « I know that virtuous Princes are no uncom- 
^ moniiight $ but I venture to affirm, tiat in a Monarchy 
it is extvenidy difficult for the people to be virtuous 
and this fentitaent, ib odious and fo injurious to aU 
Royalifts^ will in the end be the mod clearly deduced 
of all the new opinions he has broach^ upon Monar- 
dhical Governments Whether fuch wm his intentions 
or not, a day will come, when the Sophifters, repeat- 
inghis aflertionS) will fay to the peojde, « You qnly 
love your King becaufe you have not a fufficient fenfe 
of Phtlefophy to raife yourfclvcs above the prejuSeec 
^ of arnki^kwn and of falfe honour \ becaufe you are def^ 

^ thuie of thofe moral wr^ues which £re& to the ptMe 
gmd\ ^becaufe you are not inflamed with the love tf v 
^ your Country ; becaufe you admire that form of Gk>«u 
ernment, where it is extremely dfficult for the people to 
hewrtaouf* You would zdmire Democracy were your 
morals goodf and were you fired with the amorpatria-^ 
but, deftitute of virtue and unacquainted with PM- , 

^ lolbphy, you are only capaUe of loving your Kings.’* 
Such, as every reSediag reader muft perceire, is the 
veal ex^anacion of thefe principles* The Revolution 
has only brought them into pra^tce. We have heard 
u Robefpierro and a Sieyes, proclaiming to the people, 
tdiic in crufhing the Scepter, murdering their King, 
and conftitoting France a Republic, they had only put 
wrtuo on the order of the day* In the midft of maflacres 
and bloodihed, they profaned the facred name of virtue \ 
and v^h vtitae in tiieir mouths they plunged the peo» 
pie into the moft horrid feenes of vice and debauchery. 

But have we not feen Montefquieu teaching them how 
to blend virtue witl\^ the mojl atrocious JentimentSy and 
IlOW it may reign amidft the hardefi fervitude^ or the eu* 
afs of Liberty f Attributing fuch intentions to this cel* 
ebrated writer would moft certainly be doing itijuftce to 
his memory } but ftill it is our duty to fpeak unreferved- 
ly on what he has written, and to fliew what fentiments 
nations may have imbibed from his writings* it is aw* 

t Chapter 5, Bookm. 
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fill to refled (whatever maf have been Us inlsitttiRis) 
an the terrible ravages which his opinions, fuppovted 
' hf the authority of* his name, have operated in the 
minds of men. Error is in its infancy with Montef* 
quieu; bpt it is the fame error that was afterwards, in 
^ date of manhood, adopted by Robefpierre. Moq^ 
itefquieii would have fhrunk back with horror had he 
hesmd that Democratic villaifi place virtue Jir the order 
g/* the day with his finguinary Republic; but what could 
the aftonifhed maftcr have replied, on being told, tbai 
it svas extremely difficult for the people to be virtuous under 
a Monarchy or under Lewis XV i. ? 

Let genius (ftrink back with horror at feeing its errors 
traverfe the immenfe imcarval between Montefquieu and 
Robefpierre ; let it tremble at its defpotic influence 
ver the public opinion. Without defigniag any con<- 
woirion, by its very name it may raife the mod dreadful 
ilorm. At iirft, its errors may be tender Ihoots ;• but^ 
dmly gaining bulk and ftveagth, will not at length ai 
'CondoTcet, a Petton, or a Sieyes, wield the maffive 
limb ? 

Daring a long period Montefquieu’s opinions on the 
principles of Monarchies and Republics were entirely 
^erlooked, and they might have remainedin oUivioa at 
any other time, whm Philoflqphifm was lefs adive m 
its refearch after every means of rendering the Thrower 
wdioiis.—Alraoft as much may be faid of that Equality* 
which, he believed, «in Democracy limited ambitkm 
fc to the foie deiire of doing greater fervices to our 
comitry, than the reft of bur feUow<«citizeiis a 
virtue far too fublime for Monarchies, where nobody 
u aims at Equality; it does not fo much as enter theur 
thoughts ; they all afpire to fuperiority.. People of 
f* the very lowed condition defire to emerge from their 
f* obfeurity only to lord it over their feliowrfubjed 6 «^’f 
Genius may have been fo led away, as not to perceive 
how powerful a weapon it was forging for the Jacobin, 
who, eatolling the merits of this Equality, and periiiad<- 
ing the people that it was impradicable under the do¬ 
minion of the Monarch, would alfo paint in glowing 
colours that ambition of ferving the country^ arifing from 
the aihes of the Throne and die deftrudion of the No- 
bili^. But there appeared another lyftem in the Spirit 
ef jLaWf deeper laid,, and replete with weapons nuMre 

f Chap* Book y. t Chap. 4, Book V, 
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pi^cd at Ae Throne* They we/e the firft on 
which Philofophifin feised, while others adopted them 
through ignorance, from want of reflexion, or from 
impnidenGe. They were too fatal in the hands of Ac 
fiifl rebels not to claim a place in thefe Memoirs. 

To form a corre£b idea of the Revolutionary tenden* 
cf Montelquien’s fyftem, we muft revert to the Frrach 
time at which it was puUiihed. Whatever may have Monarchy, 
been the.Legsflative forms in the primitive days of the 
French hfonarchy, it is certain that at the time of his aUtinc- 
pnbhcation (and he avows it) not only the King of tionof 
France, but moft of, the crowned heads united in their Powers ap- 
perfmis the rights of executing the laws, of cna&ing 
diofe which they conceived necedary or conducive to 
the Wiclfare of the State, and of judging thofe who had 
infringed the law.* 

The re-union of this Triple Power coaftitutes an 
^fohtte Monarch s that is to (ay, a real Sovereign who 
in lus perfon concentrates the whole power of die law. 

At that period the French were far from eonfounduig 
this abfolute power with the atbitrary power of the 
Tyrant or the Defpot. This power was to be fooadin 
RepuUics and in mixt States. Here it exifted in the 
i 9 enate, or. in the afiemUy of Deputies % there in the 
compound of die Senate and the King. The French 
xntion beheld it in their Monarch, whofe fupremc will, 
legally prodrimed, was the utmedt degree of political 
authority. 

This fapreme will, coaftmed into law by the requi- Difference 
0 te forms, was equally binding on the King and on his between an 
fubje^ls. It is not only Henry IV. and his Mtnifter 
Sully, who declare that the firft lam of the Sovereign is 
to obferve them all s but it is Lewis that Prince power, 
whohi the Sophifters affe£kedly ftyle the Defpot, who 
at the he^ht of his glory openly proclaims this obliga- 
tkm in his edids: ** Do notl^ itbefaid,-’ are his 
words, H that the Sovereign (hall not be (ubje& to the 
laws of the ftate. The rights of nations proclaim 
die contrary truth, which has fomettmes been at* 

** tadied by flattery, but which all good Princes have 
defended as the ^ardian of their ftates. How mudi 
more accurate is it to fay, that to conftitute the per* > 

« fe& happinefs of a Hngdom, it is neceflary that the 
M Prince fliouid be obeyed by ins fubje^, that the 

* Clap. 6 , BookKI. 
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Prince Jhould obey the Laws^ and that thofe kwa 
<< ihould be juft and direded to the public good 

This obligation alone in the Sovereign immediately 
deftroys all defpotic or arbitrary power. FoT) in the 
idiom of modern languages, the Defpot is the man udio 
rnles only by his paffions and caprice ; undw whom no 
iubjeft can be at cafe, as he is ignorant whether his 
vnafter will not punifli him to-da|r for having executed 
the orders he had received from him yefterday. 

In fliort, it may be juftly faid, that Political Liberty 
confifts in two points: That every Citizen ihould 

be free to do all that is not forbidden by the law: adly^ 
That the law (hould prefcribe or forbid any paiticulmr 
a£Uon for the public good only. Experience will vouch 
for the corrednefs of this definition. And where could 
the honeft and upright man, obedient to the laws of 
his country, enjoy greater fecurity and freedom than he 
did in France i 

. It mzy indeed, be objeAed, that there exifted many 
ubufes, but did they not originate from the genius of 
the French, or from an excefs rather than a want of 
liberty i Were the confpirators to exclaim againft the 
immoral and impious* Minifter for having s^ufed the 
power with which he was entnifted, when thefe 
phifters had during many years cohfpired againft the 
morals and piety of the whole nation ? No} they had 
too right to complain that the law was often facrificed to 
private paffions; the exaA obfervance of the law ihould 
have been their prayer, but they only fought after ruin 
and revolution. 

One real abufe had crept into the French Oovem- 
ment, which favoured much of Defpotifm. This was 
the ufe of Lettree de Cachet• Undoubtedly they were 
illegal. On a bare order from the King the fubjed loft 
his liberty. I will not defend fuch an abufe by faying, 
that none but the higher clafles or fedttlous writers were 
cxpofed to the effcfk of this arbitrary power. But, 
perhaps, few are acquainted with the origin of thofe 
Letters. It was to the moral character of the French, 
and to the notions particularly of the higher clafies, 
that this^bufe owed its brigin; and it was necefiary 
either to do away thofe noticyis, or to leave fo formi<^ 
dabie a power in the hands of the Monarch. 

t Edia of Lewis XIV. i66y ; alfo the Trcatifc of the Queen’s 
Rights on Spain. 
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Stodi was die receited opiivoii in France, that a 
family would |^ve thought itfelf dilhonored, if any 
child, brother, or near relataan were brought to jufticc* 
Hence it was that famitiea, fearing the arm of the law, 
applied to the King to obtain an order to imprifon any 
profligate youth whofe irregular condaft might difgrace 
the famitv. If any hopes of refcamation could be coni^ 
ceived, tne Lettre de Cachet was only temporary, and 
ferred as a correAion ; but where the offence was crirn* 
inaland infamous, the culprit was imprifoned for life. 

The reader muft not be milled to fuppofe, that theife 
letters were granted on a mere requefl and without 
any inquiry into the cafe. After Mr. de Maleflierbe’s 
adminifttation, the Petitions feat to the King were 
tranfmUted to the Inteadant of the Province, who im* 
mediately ordered his fub-delegate to call a meeting of 
tbe .relationsatkl witnefles, and to take minutes of their 
proceedings. On thefe informations, which were for* 
warded to. the Mlxufters, his Majefly granted or refu* 
fed the JMtre de Cachet? 

Under fuch reilriAions it was evidently rather the 
authority of a common parent, which the King exer* 
etfed over his fubje^s, than that of a defpot enflaving 
them. . With the notions which the French nation had 
adopsedf it was the neceflary means of preferving.the 
honor of difierent families | and few were viflims to 
this, authority but thole who were dangerous either to 
private or public fociety. From the ufe to the abule of 
a thing, however, the diftanoe is but fmall: a profli* 
gate minifter might exercife this power againft the cit* 
izen.or the magiilrate who had fulfilled his dutf with 
the greatell integrity. Nor was it unexampled, that a 

♦ Although thefe Lettres de did not geDerally regard 

the commonalty, yet the king, when petitioned, did not always 
refofe them to the lower clafles. I was once ordered to attend 
one of thofe meetings as interpreter for an boaefl Gerraai}, who, 
though low in life, had requefted his Mriefly.to oraata Leitre 
de Cachet for his wife, who, violent and choleric, had attempted 
to ftab him, but fortunately he had flopped her hand. The poor 
man, unable to live in peace or fafety with this woman, and nn- 
willing to bring her before a tribaitai* had recourfe to the ^ng, 
who ordered the Intendant touke all the proper evidence.' The 
relations and witnefTes were fecretly afiembled. 1 faw the Sub. 
delegate examine the fa^ls with the greateft humanity. The 
whole being verified, the minutes were laid before his Majefty, 
and the Lettre de Caehet granted. The lady was codfined ; 'but 
in a few months fhe was permitted to return, and was ever after 
s model of geuUeneis and fubimiSon. 
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mtntfter, folicited by powerfal me % rather conftilte^ 
their , prirateanimofities^ thanpaMic jnftiee^ or general 
utilitf • But a proffigate imnifter abufing bit aathority 
does not make his Kng a defpot. The morals of die 
hi^r claflet being penrerted^ at we havefeen, by Phi- 
lolophifm» the abufe of this prerogative m^;ht loudly 
call for reform; but art the Sophiftert thence juftifiaUe 
in feeking to overthrow the Monarchy ? 

In ihorti whatever may have been the canfe of thefe 
auached to period when tbt of Laws appeared^ 

Their King^ never entered the miiide of Frenchmen, that 

at the time they livcd ondcr a defpotk government. Let at hear 
^ Lawr^ Jean Jaquet Roufleau lay down the lawy he who created 
^a$ pu^ iyftems to overthrow it; and let the candid readdr judge 
lifhed. how far the Sophiftert are authorifed to reprefeiit the 
French government as arbitrary, oppreflivey and tyram^ 
nical. « What, (fays Jean Jaquet,) is the true of 
^ a political aftbeiation ? It it not the prefervation and 
^ profperity of its members ? And what is the moft 
certain fign that they are preferved, and that they proP 
** per? Is it not the increafing population? We need 
^ feek no further for the fign in dtfpute; hist pronounce 
** that government to be infallibly the beft (provided 
there is no particular circumftance to make it ftand 
<< an exception to a general rule) under which, with«* 
out the application of any improper means, without 
the naturalization of ftrangert, without reemving 
any new colonifts, the citizens increafe and multi* 
** ply ; and that to be the worft under which they lef* 
fen and decay. Calculators, it is now your affair ^ 
count, meafure and compare them.’’* The fame 
author adds, << It it a longcontinuance in the fame fitu* 
^ ation that makes profperity or calamity real. When 
a whole nation lies crofhed under the foot of defpo- 
tifm, it is then that the people perifti j and it is then 
<< that their maftert can hurl dcftru6lion among them 
<< with impunity, tsiifiiitudinem fadunt, pacem t^pellant 
(and call peace, the (ileace of the defert they have 
created.) When the factions of the chief men of 
<< France had arifen tofocha height as to agitate the 
kingdom, and the coadjutor of Paris judged it ne* 
ceffary to carry a dagger in his pocket every time he' 
went into the parliament, the French people lived 
free and at eafe, they were happy and their numbers 

X * Social Contraft, Chap, tf. Book HI. 
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ind'eafed. The prol|>erity of a nation and its popu^ 
Jation depends much more en hberty than on peace/’* 
ThuS) widiout taking on himfelf the taik of calcula^ 
tor, Jean Jaques confefies that the French people, eren 
in the mtdft of civil broils, lived free and at eafe. But 
let ns attend to one of his moil faithful difciples, who 
undertook to calculate, and that at a time when die 
volution had done away every idea of exaggerating the 
happinefs of the French people under the government 
of their Kings. The revolutionift Gudin, in his anno* 
rations on die above text, and in his Supplement to the 
Social Contrad, has examined and calculated, year by 
year^ the ftate of the poulation, the deaths, births, and 
marriages of all the principal towns in the kingdom 
during the courfe of ^is century, and then proceeds t 
The author of the Social Contra£i fpoke a grand 
truth when he exclaimed : Calculators, it is now your. 
** afiair ; county meufure and compare. His advice has 
<< been followed; we have calc^ated, meafured, and 
compared, and the refult of all thefe calculations has 
<< demonftrated that the population of France is really 
** twenty^four millions, though it had always been 
<< fuppofed to be under twenty ; that the annual births 
amount to one million \ and that the population is daily 
increqfing* . 

« Hence we may conclude^ after Roufleau, that the 
^ government was very good. It really was better 
<< than it ever had been at any period fince the deftruc* 
tion of that which the Romans had eftabliflied in 
<< Gaul.” Such are the words of the fame author, and 
according Co his calculatioiis it was in the reign tf Lewis 
XIV. whom the SopUfters reprefent as the baughtiefl: 
of defpots, that the population of France began to increafe 
regularly and univerfally throughout the whole kingdom^ 
notwithftanding all his wars. 

The long reign of Lewis XV. (another allcdged 
defpot, under whofe reign the Antimonarchical Con* 
<< fpiracy was begun and indefatigably condudked) was 
not expofed to fuch calamities) and it is certain, con- 
“ tinues the revolutionift Gudin, that during the whole 
<< monarchy there has exifted no period when popula* 
<< tion increafed in a more conftant and uniform pro* 
greffion throughout the whole kingdom, than during 

* Social Contra^, Chap. 9, Book m. in the aete. 
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« that reign. It increafed to that amazing height^ that 
« from twenty-four to twenty-five miUions of fouls 
were fpread over a furface of twenty-five thoufand 
fquare leagues^ which makes about a million of fouls 
to a thoufand fquare leagues^or a thoufand inhabitants 
** to every fquare league^ a population fo unpqrallekd in 
<< Europef that it might he alm^ Ipoked upon as a prodigy J* 
Let us hear the fame author on the ftate of France 
at the time when the Revolution broke out» which 
he is perpetually extolling ; and let us remark^ that the 
work whence we have extra^ed our documents was fo 
acceptable to the Revolutionary Affemblyi that by a 
particular decree of the 13th of November 1790, it ac¬ 
cepted the homage of it; a ftronger contrail cannot be 
iketched between that Revolution and its authorSf 
whether diilant or immediate, and the neceifity qf thofe 
plans by which they pretended to work the happinefs of 
the Empire. The fame author continues: 

** The French territory is fo well cultivated, that its 
^ annual produce is eftimated at four thoufand millions. 
Its currency amounted to two thouiand two hun- 
idred millions, and the gold and filver employed in 
<< plate and jewels may be eftimated at a fimilar amount* 
The Records of the Affinagc Office in'Paris attell^ 
<< that the annual confumption or rather wafte of re^ 
^ fined gold, in gilding furniture, carriages, pafteboard^ 
<< china, nails, fans, buttons, books, in fpotting ftuiFi, 
or in plating filver, amounted to the enormous fum of 
eight hundred thoufand Jivres. 

<< The profit on trade was annually computed at be- 
tween forty and fifty millions. 

“ The taxes paid by the people did not exceed *fix 
M hundred and ten or twelve millions, which docs not 
“ amount to one , third of the circulating medium nor 
to one fixth part of the grofs territorial produce, and 
'which probably cannot be computed at more than one 
^ third of the neat furoduce, a fum which in that pro- 
portion could not have been exorbitant if every one 
had paid according to bis means.* 

* As this laft ftntence alludes to die privileges and exemp-' 
tions of the Clergy and Nobility, I cannot but refer my reader 
to a work attributed to Mr. Senac de Meilluin,t and which is very 
fatis&ftory on this point. It contains the following paflage : 

** Mr. Necker at length, in a moment of pique agamft his un- 
grateful children, dilciofed the whole truth, and declared be- 
“ tore the National AlTembly, that the exemptions of the Clergy 
<< and Nobility, which had been repreienud info odious alight 
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^ In this kingdom were annaalljr bom upwards of 
928)000 children ; in Ihort) nearly a million. The 
** town of Paris contained 666,000 inhabitants. Its 
riches were fo great, that it paid annually one hun- 
dred millions into the King’s coffers, about one fixth 
of the whole taxation of France. 

But even this immenfe taxation did not overburthen 
Paris. Its inhabitants lived in affluence. If its daily 
confumption amounted to one million, at lead from 
eighty to one hundred millions were neceffary for its 
interior circulation. 

In (hort, calculators have eftimated, that during 
** the reign of Lewis XV. the population^ of the country 
was increafed hy one ninths that is to fay by two mil- 
lions five or fix hundred thoufand fouls. 

Such was the ftate of France and of Paris at the 
time the revolution took place ; and as no other ftate 
in Europe could exhibit fueb^a population, nor boaft 
of fuch revenues, it was itot without rcafon diat it 
for the firjt kingdom on the Continent.^'* 

The revolutionift Gudin, to whom we are indebted 
for all thefe particulars, concludes by faying, thought 
it neceffary to ftate in a precife and exaft manner the 
population and riches* of the kingdom at the period 
when fo grand a revolution took place. I apprehended 
that this inveftigation would fliew the future progrefs 
of .the nation, and ferve as a table by which we might 
calculate the advantages that will accrue from the 
«« conftitution when brought to pcrfc&ion.” Without 
doubt our author has by this time formed his opinion on 
the advantages of that conftitution \ but we can plainly 

** did not exceed feveu millions of iivres (318,18x1.} that the 
” half of that fum belonged to the prinleged perfons of the 
Tiers Etat-—2Si6, that the tax on enreciftering, (droit de con- 
" trole ) which only bore on the two firft orders, amply b^anc- 
** ed the privileges they enjoyed with regard to the ordinary 
“ taxes. Theft memorable words were fpoken in the face of 
all Europe,^ but were drowned in the cries of the vidorious 
‘‘ demagogues. The Clergy, die Nobility, and the Monarchy, 
“ all have periftied,”—and peri (bed under the pretence of an 
inequality privileges (an empty after don,) Which was more 
than amply conpeniated by a (ingle tax on the privileged orders. 
This was the tax on all public ads. It was rated in proportion 
to the fum Ipeciff ed in the adl, or to the titles inferted. Thus 
“ the Moft High and Puiftiint Lord, Marquis, Count or Baron, 

** was rated accorfflng to his birth, or rank, while a ciuzen only 
“ paid in the rado of his obfeurity.” Vid. that vtork^ and note 
Uchapi 6. 
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feebyhisenthufiaftk adtnirattonof the revolution, and 
of the Philofophers to whom he attributes the honor of 
having effected it,** that he was very far from wifiiing 
to exaggerate the liberty and hapfunefs of France under 
the Monarchy, By the foregoing long extf aA we have 
no other objed in view, than that of furnifhing the 
hiftorian with the proper materials (all extra^d from 
the greateft admirers or chief authors of the French 
Revolution) to enable him to judge of thofe fyftems in 
which the Revolution originated, and to appreciate 
properly the wifdom or the imprudence of its authors.— 
^ut to return to Montefquieu. 

Precifcly at;, that period when UEfprit dis Loix was 
publiflied, the French were fe happy and fo pkafed 
with their King, that the furname of ^ell-beloved fhien 
ckmi) had refounded from one extremity of the nation 
to the^other. And, unfortunately for Montefquieu, it 
is from this publication that we are to trace all thofe 
Flulofophical reveries on Liberty and Equality, wluch 
at firft only produced difquiet and doubt, but which 
foon after created other fyftems, that miiled the French 
people in their ideas on government, that weakened 
the tie of aiFed);ion between the fubje£t and the monarchy 
and generated at length the monfter of Revolutions. 

There is an eflential diftbrence to .be perceived between 
Voltaire and Montefquieu. Voltaire, as we have fliown^' 
would willingly have endured a Monarch that fhould 
have connived at his impiety. He would have thought 
himfclf fufHciently free, had he been allowed publicly' 
to blafpheme; and, generally fpeaking, he^ was more 
partial to the forms of Monarchy, or of Xriftocracy, 
than to thofe of Democracy. It was his hatred to re¬ 
ligion (and he hated religion more than he loyed Kings) 
which plunged him into the municipalizing fyftem. 

His adml- With Montefquictt it was far otherwife. Though he 
ration for indifferent on the fubjefl of religious liberty, 

foreign , it was neverthclefs Monarchy itfelf that he meant to 
laws. His inveftigate. He propofed to regulate all kingly power 
appUcabk authority according to his ideas of political libeity, 
tohiscoun- Had religious liberty been carried to excels, ftill,he 
would have looked upon himfelf as immerfed in flavery 
in every ftatc where the public authority was not fub- 
divided, according to his fyftem, into three diftin£b 
powers, the Legi/lativep the Executive^ and the Judiciary. 

* Book III. Chap, on the Philofophers, 
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This diftinflion was new to the French nation, whidi 
had been accuftdmed to view its Monarch as the central 
point of all political authonty. The peaceful ages they 
had pafied under their Legillattve Kings little inclined 
them to envy the boifterous liberty of a neighbouring 
•country, perhaps more celebrated tor its civil broils in 
quell: of liberty, than for the wifdom of its conilitution, 
which, at length fixing every mind and every heart, had 
fcarcely terminated a long ftruggle between the Monarch 
and the People. 

Without doubt we may admire, as much as Mqntef- 
quieu, the wifdom. of that nation which has known 
how to model its laws according to the experience it 
had acquired during thofe ftruggles* Laws, indeed, 
congenial to the manners whjch chara£lerize it, to its 
locsd htuation, and even to its prejudices. But is that 
conftitution, the moft perfect perhaps exifting for a na¬ 
tion furrounded by the ocean, to be equally perfe£k 
when tranfplanted into a continental date ? Has not 
nature, by direrfifying the foil, varied its culture? 
Are men, fo heterogeneous in their charaders, men 
that may be viewed under fo many difierent points, are 
they, in order to attain happinefs and freedom, to be 
reduced to one only mode of government ? No; it 
would have been madnefs to adopt the Englilh confti¬ 
tution in France. The genius of the French nation 
snuft have been totally changed before a Frenchman 
would believe himielf free where the Englilfaman does 
not even perceive the yoke of the law; before the form¬ 
er would refrain from abufing that liberty which the 
latter will fcarcely tafte of ) and particularly before the 
Frenchman could be kept within thofe limits where the 
Englilhman refts content. 

We arc willing to believe, that Montefquieu had nev¬ 
er made thefe refle£lions, when, carried away by his 
admiration for foreign laws, he was inventing new prin¬ 
ciples, and prefenting as conftant and general fuch 
truths, as would make his countrymen view their 
Sovereign in the light of a real Defpot, and the mild 
government they lived under, though fo conformable to 
their interefts and their genius, as that of a moft horrid 
and lhameful ilavery. 1 

It is painful to apply fuch a reproach to this celebra¬ 
ted writer; but gan hifiory refrain from obferving the 
fatal imprefiion which fuch do£trines muft have made 
pn a people fo loug accuftomed to fay, Ji vetit le > 
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Hisfyftems veutJa hif (as the King wills, fo wills the law;) the 
Frcnch^^*'*^ doftfines, I fay, of him who dared affert as a demon* 
from their ftf^ted truth, that when the legiflative and execu- 
King. « tive powers are united in the fame perfon or in the 

« fame body of magiftrates, there can be no. liberty ; 
^ becaufe apprchenfions may arife left the fame Mon- 
<< arch or Senate fhould enaft tyrannical laws, to exe- 
cute them in a tyrannical manner.”* But in laying 
down this principle he had taken care to fay immedi* 
ately before, the political liberty of the fubjeft is a 
** tranquillity of mind, arifing from the opinion which 
^ each one has of his fafety. In order to have this liber* 
ty, it is requifite that the Government be fo conftitu* 
f* ted, as that one man need not be afraid of another*”^ 
;' Either Montefquteu muft have believed the French 
reader incapable of uniting thefe two ideas, or dfe he 
meant to fay, << Frenchmen ! You believe that under 
the government of your King you are in fafety, and 
enjoy liberty. Your opinion is erroneous, it is 'ftame- 
• ful. ■ Amidft that calm which you feem to enjoy there 
is no liberty ; and none can exift fo long as you repeat 
It vent le Roi^ ft veut la lot ; in fhort, fo long as the 
Legiflative and Executive Powers are united in the per¬ 
fon of your King. He muft be deprived cither of the, 
one or the other ; or elfe you muft fubmit to Hvc fn 
the perpetual terror of tjrannied laws^ tyrannically 

This language is not held out to the French alone, 
but to every people governed by Kings, even to moft 
Republics, where, as he himfelf remarks, thefe pow¬ 
ers were often united. Tlie whole univerfe was then 
in a ftate of flavery, and Montefquieu was the apof- 
tle fent to teach them to break their chains, chains fo 
lightthat few were even fcnfible of their exiftcnce ! A 
general Revolution was then ncccflary, that mankind 
might alTert its liberty ! I could whh to exculpate Mbn- 
tefquieu ; but if on the one fide I arp afraid of' attribu¬ 
ting intentions to him which he never had, on the othet 
I dare not revile genius by feparating it from reaftm ; 
by faying that he had laid down new principles without 
even perceiving their moft immediate confequences. It 
is a hard talk to reprefent Montefquieu brandilhing the 
torch of difcord between nations and their Kings, be¬ 
tween the fubjecli^en of Republics and their Senates," 

^ Chap. Book XL + Chap* Book Xlt 
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or tlirir Magiftrsites; but would it not be fomething 
more or iefs than kindnefs, to behold the torch, and 
the man who wields it, without daring to intimate the 
intention of kindling ablaze ? How chimerical muft 
have been that terror of tyrannical laws tyrannically ex^ 
ecuted, in a country where the legiflator himfelf is 
bound by pre-exifting laws, whofe foie objeA is the pre- 
fervation of property, liberty, and the fafety of the 
fubjefk !—What a phantom fuch a hippofition muft be 
in a country where the*King was omnipotent in the 
leve of his fubjefts, and null in tyranny; in a country 
where, if the reprefentations of the Magiftrates were 
infufficient, ^e Monarch could never refift thofe of the 
people, whofe very filence was fufficient to difarm him, 
and he would abrogate any number of laws to make 
them return to their noify acclamations* Montefquieu, 
who attributes fo much influence to climates, might 
very well have taken into tonflderation the manners, 
the chara&er, and the received opinions, a£Hng {9 
much more powerfully "among his countrymen than in 
any other nation. But the fad was, that the French 
laws enaded by their Legillative Monarchs were not to 
be fttrpaffzd either in wifdom or mildnefs by the laws 
of any country; under thofe Legiflative Kings they 
had feen their liberties^ fo far from.being contraded, 
afeertained and extended, and fads m better authori¬ 
ties than fyftems.* 

The fame error, the fame deloflon {hows itfelf when His errors 
Montefquieu believes every thing to be ruined, if the 
Prince who has enaded a law has the power of judging pewS-. 
the man who traufgrefles it. Such a fear might be rea- 
fonable in a country where the Legiflative Monarch 
could be both judge and plaintiff, thus fitting in judg¬ 
ment on his own caufe, and over tho& of his fubjeds 
of whom he might have reafon to complain; or where 
the Legiflative King becomes folc Magiftrate and foie 
Judge, or violates the accuftomed forms requiring a 

* On this occafion we may cite Mr. Carat, a lawyerj whoft 
opinion cannot be miflnifled,'having with many other of his 
brethren diftinguifljed himfelf by his philofophical zeal for the 
Revolution ; and before that period be was one of the moft ob- 
ftinate fticklers for the fovereignty of the people.—Neverthc- 
lefs he fays, at prefent alJ laws emanate from the fupreme will 

of the Monarch, who no longer has the whole nation for his 
“ council. Bat his throne is fo cafy of accefs, that the wifhes 
“ of the nation can always reach it/* QaraVs Repert: 
riftrud. art Souvbsaim. 
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eertatin number of Mapftrates and rotes to condemn or 
abfolve a fubje£l. This was a chimerical terror in eveiy 
true Monarchy, where, as in France, the firfl: law is to 
obferve thofe of nature, which will aliyays preclude 
either Sovereign or Magiftrate from fitting in judgment 
on their own caufes, and on their private differences 
with the fubjefk. A terror (till more futile wherever, 
as in France, the King might be caff in his own tribu¬ 
nals, and where equally with any fubje£l he wsU bound 
by the law. Hence nothing could ever have made the 
French unite the ide^a of Defpotifm to that of a Monarch 
the judge of his fubjefis. With what romantic ideas 
and tender affe£bion they were wont to paint thofe hap¬ 
py days when Lewis IX. furrounded by his fubje£ls as 
if they had been his children, would, under a (hady 
oak, hear and determine their differences, with all the 
authority and juffice of the firff magiftrate of his king«* 
dom !* How new muff it then have been for the peo¬ 
ple to hear Montefquieu affert, that << there is no liber-> 
ty, if die power of judging^ be not feparated from 
<< the Legiflative and Executive Powers I Were it joined 
<< with the Legiflative, the life and liberty of the fuje& 
would be expofed to arbitrary control^ for the Judge 
<< would then be the Legiflaton Were it joined to the 
Executive Power, the Judge might behave with all 
<< the violence of an oppreffor. There would be an 
end of every thing, were the fame man, or the fame 
“ body, whether of the Nobles or of the people, to 
exercife thofe three powers, that of enabling laws, 
that of executing the public refolutions, and that of 
« judging the crimes, or determining the difputes of 
individuals.*"f 

Montefquieu appears to have felt the danger of fucb 
leflbns, when he really feeks to confole nations by tel¬ 
ling them, .that << moft kingdoms in Europe enjoy a 
«« moderate government, becaufe the Prince who is in- 
<< vefted with, the firff two powers leaves the third to 
his fubjefts.” But fuch a dlffinffion can little avail j 
of wh^t confequcnce can it be, that the Prince ihould 
leave this third power to his fubjefts, when about twen¬ 
ty lines higher Montefquiea has laid down as a conffant 
principle, that when the two firff powers are united in 
the fame perfon there can he no Liberty T And why does 
he immediately add, In Turkey, “ where thefe three 

t Chap. 6, Book XI. 


* Sec Joinville^s Memoirs. 
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powers are united in the Saltan’s perfon, the fnbjefb 
groan uncjer the weight of the mod frightful oppref- 
fion ?”♦ Is it not very well knbwn, that the Sultan 
generally leaves the judiciary power to the tribunals ? 
Gould the illuftrious author have meant to addrefs hit 
countrymen in faying, You who in every age of your 
** hiftory behold your Kings exercifing this power, fuch 
as Hugues Capet judging Arnould de Rheims; at 
Lewis the Younger, the Bifhop of Langres, and the 
Duke of Burgundy j as Lewis IX. adminiftering 
judice to all thofe of his fubje£Is who had rccourfe 
to him } as Charles V. judging the Marquis of Sain* 
ces, or Charles VII. condemning the Duke of Alen* 
9011; as Francis I. pronouncing on the Connetable 
de Bourbond, and Lewis XIIL judging the Duke de 
la Valette ; in fine, all you, I fay, who behold your 
Monarchs exercifing the judiciary power, learn that 
there was an end of every thing under fuch Princes, 
who were real Sultans, by whom the fubjedls was 
made to groan under the moft frightful defpotifm^ and 
that you are in danger of feeing it revived every 
time youuELings fhall exercife the fame powers.”f 
Would it not havel>een wifer and more corre&if 
. Montefquieu had faid, that what conftituted the defi* 
potic power in the Sultan wasthejpower of capriciouf* 
ly and inftantaneoufly pronouncing on all points, fol¬ 
lowing no other guide but his paflion and his momenta¬ 
ry intereft ? He fends the bowfiring and it is an order 
to die \ but can fuch an order be deemed a judgment. 
He fends it becaufe he wills it, little regarding the let¬ 
ter or decifions of the law; and it little imports whether 
fuch a will be aflented to by a fenate which may bear 
the title of judges, or whether he. wills it alone, and 
in direfi; oppofition to fuch a body of Magiftrates. 

^ * Chap. 6, Book XI. 

t It might be objected, that ibme of the Kings, as in the cafe 
of Francis I. who fat ia judgment on trials for High Treafon 
were judges in their own caute. But in reality thofe are caoles 
which intereft the whole fiate. It might as-well be objedted, 
that a French Parliament could not judge a traitor to the fiate, 
becaule it is the caufe of eve^ Frenchman. This was an objeo 
ton made againft Francis 1 . in the cafe of the Marquis de S^u- 
ce^. It was quafhed by the Attorney C^neraJ. But its having 
been made is fufficient to prove that the King was no deipot, iince 
the laws of the country, and a court of juftice were to decide, 
whether he could exercife his power in that particular cafe.^jR^ 
pert: de^urifprud. art Roy, per AT. FokereL) 
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Such is the power which creates a Saltan, and which 
I conftitutes Dcfpotifm. , But is it not chimerical to fup- 

pofe, that in France the power of making a law and 
then pronouncing according to the decihons of that law 
antecedently made and promulgated, could conftitute 
Dcfpotifm r jl'* 

This erroneous aflertion of l 5 celebrated a writer is 
the more extraordinary, as we find it fully refuted in 
that part of his work where he treats of thofe ancient 
Dukes and Counts who, under the ancient government 
of the Franks, cxercifcd, the three powers. It may 
be imagined perhaps, (he fays) that the government 
of the Franks muft have been very fevere at that time, 
fince the fame officers were invefted with a military 
and a civil power, nay, even with a fifeal power over 
the fubjefis, which in the preceding books I hare 
obferved to be difttnguifhing marks of Defpotic An- 
thority. But it is not to be believed, that the Counts 
** pronounced judgment by themfelves, and adminifter- 
cd juftice in the fame manner as the Baffiaws do ih 
Turkey- In order to judge affairs, they affembled 
« a kind of affizes where the principal men appeared. 
« The Counts affiftants were generally feven in num* 
<< ber, and as he was obliged to have twelve perfons 
to judge, he filled up the number with the principal 
mCn. But whoever had the jurifdidlion, whether 
the King, the Count, the Grafio^ the Centenarian^ the 
^ Lords, or the Clergy, they never judged alone \ and 
this ufage, which derived its origin from the foreffs 
of Germany, (as alfo did the beautiful ffiem of the 
admirable conftitution,) was ftill continued even af- 
ter the fiefs had affumed k new form.”* He was not 
then to come and tell the French people, whofe Kings 
did not judge alone in modern more than they had done 
in former times, ^ that all was over with tbem^ that Lib¬ 
erty was at an end, becaufe the judiciary power Was 
not feparated from the Icgiflative and executive powers, 
f'lirtherer- 'It is eafy to fee what difquiec fuch principles muft 
ror which have created in the minds of his country-men, and how 
begets the they cxpofcd the Royal Authority to odium and mif- 
truft. But, alas } this work contains the origin of far 
greater evils. 

Forewarned by experience of the troubles which ac¬ 
companied the States-Generali the French feldom re* 

* Chap. i8, Book XXX. 
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caUecI them to mind but to enjoy tbt peace and glory 
they had acquired under Monarchs, who by their wiP* 
dom had fupplied the wtmt of thofe ancient States. 
Montefquieu not only fpread his falfe alarms on the le« 
giilative and executive powers of the Sovereign, but he 
was unfortunate enough to lay down as law to the peo* 
pie, that every ftate that wiflies to believe itfelf free 
muft only confide in itfelf, or its reprefentatives, for 
the enabling of its laws. He was the firft who faid. 
At in a free State every tnan^ who is ftsppofed a free 
agenty ought to be his own governor^ fo the legillative 
power ought to refide in the whole body of the peo- 
pie. Butfince this is impoffibie in large States, and 
** in fmall ones is fubjed to great inconveniences, it is 
ft that the people Jhould execute by their Reprefentatives 
** what they cannot execute by thevfelves'^* 

This is not the place to obferve what a multitude of 
errors thefe aflertions contain : the chief is that of ha¬ 
ving converted into a principle what he hadobferved in 
£ngland, without confidering that often what has con¬ 
duced one nation to Liberty, may lead another into all 
the horrors of Anarchy, and thence to Defpotifm. On 
feeing this opinion laid down as a general principle, the 
Trench believed, that to become a free ftate it was ne- 
ceflary for them to return to their former Statcs-Genc- 
ral, and veft them with the legiflative power. And in 
order to thro^ the fifeal power alfo Into their hands 
Montefquieu adds, If the legiflative power were to 
fettle the fubfidies, not from year to year, but for 
ever, it would run the ri/kof lofng its Liberty^ becaufe 
t* the executive power would no longer be dependent; 
and when once it was poiTefled of fuch a perpetual 
right, it would be a matter of indifierence, whether 
it hdd it of itfelf, or of another. The fame may 
be faid, if it ftiould fix, not from year to year, but 
for ever, the fea and land forces with which it is to 
entruft the executive powcr."f 
When we confiderhow little fuch a doffrinc was ever 
thought of in France before. Montefquieu had written i 
when we behold that fwarm of fcribbling copyifts, who 
all repeat that Liberty is at an end wherever the people 
do not exercife the legiflative and fifeal powers, either 
by themfclves or by their reprefentatives; when we 
compare this dodirine with that of the firft revolution* 

♦ Cbap. '8bok XI. t Ibid- 
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ary tebelfi, whether under the denomination of CmftU 
tutionalifis ox Mmarchifls; when we* refleft that it wras 
on fuch principles that Nccker, Turgot, Barnavc, Mi- 
rabeau, and La Fayette founded their fyftematic rcbel- 
' lion, do we not immediately infer (an awful truth in¬ 

deed for Montefquieu^ but which Hiftory can never 
hide,) that it is to Montefquieu the French muft trace 
that fyftcm which disjoints the feeptre and throws the 
Monarch .into the hands of the people, who by means 
of their reprefentatives proclaim their pretended laws ; 
that (yftem which rccals the States-Oeneral, who, foon 
ftyling themfelves National Aifembly, leave nothing to 
their King but the theatrical fliow of royal pageantry, 
until, carrying their confequences ftill further, the peo¬ 
ple affert their unbounded fovereignty by dragging the 
unfortunate Lewis XVI. to tlie fcaffold. • 

Hiftory will be aftonilhed when it beholds Montef¬ 
quieu, ignorant of his fyftem having been precifely that 
‘ which the moft inveterate enemies of his country had 
formerly adopted, in hopes of diminiftiing the litftre 
and grandeur which it enjoyed under the dominion dE 
its Kidgs. For ever will the memory of thofe fervile 
copyifts, the Conftitutionalifts and Monarchifts., be 
odious to their country, when it (hall be remembered 
that thehr main objeft was to fubjefl: their Monarch to 
the authority of the States-General, and thus confum-;^ 
mate the very plan concerted by the foreign enemy. 
HIsfvftcms thefc wonderful men, who were fo well verfed 

coincide in the Englifti conftitution, might during their refearches 
■with thofe have learned what every Englilh fchool-boy was ac- 
quainted with, who, in his moft tender years, on re- 
ceiving Salmon’s Geography muft have read the follow- 
thc State, ing paffage, January i6th, i6^i, at the Congrefs of 
the Hague, confiding of the Princes of Gcrtnany, 
the Imperial, Englifti, Italian, Spanifli and Dutch 
minifters, a declaration was drawn up, wherein they 
folemnly protefted before God, that their intentions 
were never to make peace with Lewis XIV. until 
<< the Eftates of the kingdom of France’ftiould be ef- 
tabliflied in their ancient liberties; fo that the Clergy, 
the Nobility, and the Third-Eftate, might enjoy 
« their ancient and lawful privileges ; nor till their 
kings for the future ihould be obliged to call together 
the faid eftates nuhen they deftred any fupply^ without 
f« whom they (hould not raife any money, on any pre- 
^ tence wlu|itever, and till the parliaments of tb^t 
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' kingdom and all otier his fuhjeBs were rejiored to thAr 
rights. And the confederates invited the fubjedis 
of France to join with them in this undertaking for 
reftoring them to their rights and liberties^ threaten- 
ing ruin and devaftation to thofe who refufed.”* 

It is thus that, after thirty years of the mod learned 
£fciii&oh and refearch on the part of Montefquieu, 
and forty years of new difeuflion.. on the part of his 
learned diiciples, the Conftitutionalifts and Monarch- 
ids, that they adopt that plan for redoring their coun¬ 
try to liberty which every Englilh fchool-boy knew to 
have originated in the mind of the ene^y, who wifhed 
to overturn the Throne, and tarnifli ^e ludre which 
France had acquired under its Legiflative Monarchs. 

Had I already faid it, I Ihould neverthelefs repeat, 
that the objeff here in debate is, not what the ancient 
conditution of France has been, nor whether their kings 
enjoyed the legiflative power, (which has been very ill 
difeufled by modern politicians 5) dill Icfs are we 
‘difpofed to agitate the quedion, which is the mod per- 
.feA conditution in itfelf P Nobody will deny that gov¬ 
ernment to be the bed, under which the people are 
happied at home, and mod formidable abroad) and 
fuch a reflection will fuffice to ihow how baneful ^e 
doctrines broached by Montefquieu and repeated by the 
Sophiders of Rebellion mud have proved to France: 

.They who came to dun their countrymen with the 
pretended fears of defpotifm, alienating their minds 
from their own conditution to excite their admiration 
for foreign laws, and that at a time when the love of 
.the. fubjeCts for their King was carried to enthuflafm 
after the tranquil minidry of the Cardinal Fleury, and 
the brilliant compaigns of the Marechal de Saxe in 
Flanders. 

It may be dif&cult to decide how far this imprudent 
dofirine is to be looked upon as the error or as the per- 
verCon of genius ) were we to appeal to the tedimonies 
of his greated admirers, we ihould not heiitate at the 
latter decifion, and rank him among the Sophiders of 
Rebellion, as the {c& appears to have done. D’Alem¬ 
bert rather accufes than defends him, when, anfwering 
thofe who complained of the obfeurity of the Spirit rf 
LawSi he fays, M All that may appear obfeure tocom- 
f( mon readers is not fo to thpfe whom the Author had 

* Edit. |75p. Page 309. 



AKTIUONARCHICIL COKIRXEiCT.' 

particularly in vieur. Befide, a voluntai^ dfcuriiy \ 
ceafes to be obfcure. Mr. de MontefqtieU} often 
wiihing to advance certain important truths, which, 

<< boldly and abfolutely expreffed, might have given 
«« offence to no purpofe, very prudmtly dtfgutf$d them^ 

^ and by this innocent artij^ce hid them from thofe who j 

might have been offended, without deffroying their . 

<< intended effe£t on the fage.”* It is difficult to pafs 
over this wluntary ohfcurity in a man who has advanced 
principles fo fubverfive of the laws and government of 
his country. His pretended innocent art^ces would al* 
tnoft convince the reader, that all thofe proteftations of 
Montefquieu were hypocritical and fophiftical, when 
we fee him, after having drained every nerve to prove 
to mod nations that they are perfed drangers to liberty, 
and that their kings are real defpots, feeking ever means 
to difpel any fuf^icion of his being of that difquiet, 
niorbfe, and feditious temper which thirds after revolu¬ 
tions. 

Nor is the fufpicion removed by D’Alembert when he 
compliments him as having diffufed that general light 
^ on the principles of government which has tendered 
<< the people more attached to what they ought to love.^ 
What can be the iignidcation of “ what they ought to 
love^ in the mouth of this artful Sophiffer ? Why 
Oiould he not have faid more attached to their King and 
the Government of their country ? But we ha^ alrea¬ 
dy feen how little this Sophider was attacked to either 
the one or the other. 

It is equally unfortunate, that his panegyrid, now 
that the name of Encyclopedid is fo judly covered with 
opprobrium, OiouId extol his zeal for that mondrous 
diged, whofe ohje& remains no longer a fecret, or when 
the mod revolutionary among the Sophiders pofitively 
nilert, that Mo/ttefquieu would not have written had not 
Voltaire written before him. Cbndorcet, by advancing 
fuch a propofition, clearly means, that if Voltaire had 
not fucceeded fo well in his Antichridian Ctafpiraoy, 
Montefquieu would not have contributed fo powerfully 
towards the political revolution $ that if the one had 
been lefs daring againd the Altar, the other Would hard 
dared lefs againd the Throne. 

In folving this unfortunate problem, what ** datnfi- 
^ ing proof” would be acquired againd Modtefqoieu 

* MoRtefquieu’s Elegy by D’Alembert at the bead of the 5th 
YQlqme of the EacyclopedU. 
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if tfie audhenticity of a letter which appeared in one 
of the London papers could ever be afcertained ! Vol*- 
taire and D’Alembert confpired againft the JefuitSt 
becaufe they believed ^t fociety to be one of the 
firmed pro]^ to religion; Montelquieu, if the letter 
be genuine, prefles for their deftrudion, becaufe he 
thought them too much attached to the Royal author* 
ity. «« We have a Prince,” fays he, who is good, 
but weak. That fociety employs every art to tranf- 
form the Monarch into a Defpot. If it fucceeds: 

I tremble for the confequences, civil war will rage, 
and dreams of blood will inundate eveif part of £u* 
rope.—The Englifli writers have thrown fo great a 
light upoii Liberty, and we have fo great a defire of 
** preferving what little of it we enjoy, that we fhould 
" make the word flaves in the world.” 

Were thofe violent and extreme meafures which we 
have fincvwitnefTed already taken ? This letter would 
indicate as much \ befide, it is entirely written in the 
dyle of a confpirator. It is full of fuch expreifions as 
thefe : << If we cannot write fredy, iet us think and oEk 
« frteh. Wc mud wait patiently, but never ccafe 
«<^^orking for the caufe of Liberty. Since we cannot 
<< fly to the pinnacle, let us climb.” 

Could it be poffible that Monterquieu had already' 
formed the plan of driving out the Swifs guards, and 
of calling forth the national guards of the revolution ? 
The following lines drongly denote fuch a plan : 
<< What a point Ihould we have gained, if we could 
once get rid of thofe mercenaries and foreign fol* 
diers! An army tf natives would declare for Liberty, 
at lead the greater part of them Would. But that is 
the very rcafdn why foreign troops are maintained.”* 
However difficult it may appear to vindicate'Montefquieu 
from being a confpirator, if it be true that he was the' 
Author of the above letter, ftill I mud fay what may 

* It is earnedly requeded of all perfbns who may have any 
further knowledge of that letter, or are in pofieffion of the Newf* 
paper in which it was publifhed, that they will be kind enough 
to give iuch information to ffie Author at Mr. t)ulau’s, Book^* 
ler, No. 107, Wardour-dreet. He cannot quedion the veracity 
of the Abbe le Pointe, who gave him the tranflation of it, taken! 
fromanEventngNewipaper about the latter end of 1795 ; but, 
not attachbg the fame importance to the letter, which the Author 
would have done, the Abbe neither remarked the title nor the 
date of thepsMr which he tranilated it from, and that the Au¬ 
thor hopes will plead his excufe for troubling his readers. 


4SJ 



50 


ANTIMOMA&CHICAI. COMSFXRACT. 

abfolutely cxcnfe him. This, letter may haTC'bedtt 
Mrritten in a moment of anger, and be the cSeSt of one 
of thofe fantaftical contradictions from which the greats 
eft genius is not always exempt. Montefquieu had be- 
flowed the l^heft encomiums on the Jefuits in.his 
Spirit 9f Law s\ but that did not hinder them from 
condemning feveral of his pr<^ofitions. The refent^ 
jnent of the moment might have induced him to wifh 
for their deftruCtion. It is generally known, that he 
.was much more tender to criticifm than( could be fup- 
.pofed for a man of his fuperior genius. All his love of 
Liberty coultl not hinder him from applying to the Mar- 
qutfe de Pompadour to obtain the defpotic order for (iip- 
preiUng and even for burning Mr. Dupia’s Refutation 
of his Spirit of Laws4 

We may obferve various traits in this celebrated ge^ 
nius which are irreconcileable. He was very intimate 
with the Encyclopedian Deifts and Atheifts, but always 
very degrotis that bis friends Ibould die good ChriftianSi 
and that they ihould receive all the rites of the church. 
At that awful period he was an Apoftle or Divine, he 
would exhort and infift uhtil the fick perfon aflented $ 
he would run, though it were at midnight, to call the 
clergyman whom hC thought the moft proper to complete 
the converGon; al^ leaft fuch was his conduft with re- 
fpe£l to his friend and relatioh Mr. Mekan.^ 

. His works are equally fantaftical. He fpCaks of re¬ 
ligion in terms of the higheft panegyric ; neverthelefs 
we have to guard againft many an attack which he makes 
againft it. In defending Chriftianity againft Bayle, be 
tells us, that perfed Claiftians << would be citizens, in- 
« finitely more enlightened with refpeCk to the various 
<< duties of life. That the more they believed them- 
<( felves indebted to religion, the more they would 
think due to their Country; that the Principles of 
Chriftianity deeply engraved on the heart fhould be 
infinitely more powerful than the falfe honor of 
« Monarchies, than the human virtues of Republics, 
or the fervile fear of Defpotic States.’^!! And yet 
he lays afide that religion, ai^ continues to make this 
falfe honor and thefe human virtues the prime movers 
of Monarchies and Republics! He reprefents the 
Chriftian religion as the moft confonant to Monarchy 
and he has fald before, There is no great fliare of 

f Chap. 6, Book IV. { Sec Feller’s Htftorical Diftionary. 

§ Ibid. II Chap. 6 , Book XXIV. 5 Chap. 3 , Book XXIV. 



turmoHAtcmcAt AoiksnuAcit. . 51 

^ profelty or virtoie necefiary to ftipport a Mocarchicd 
Government—^Thiit in well regulated Monarchies^ 

^ thfey are altnoft all good fubje£ts, and very few good 
** men—That in aMonarchy it is extremely difficult for 
the. people to be virtuous 5 ”* that, is to fiiy, that the 
Chrifiian religion is the moft eonfonant ivith Monarch* . 
ies, but that it is the moft difficult for the people to 
follow under that gotetnment. He writes in the midft 
of a people then the mod diftinguifhed for its love to 
its Sovereign, and his whole fyftem appears to be cal^ 
4 eii]ated for a natkm enilaved under thefevereft Detpot* 

Ifin, and of which Terror is the prime agent. Cer* 
tainly, either the beloved Monarch is not a Defpot, of 
fear is not the prime agent of Ocfpotilm. Might not 
all this be comprifed Under what D’Aleinbert calls 
nccent 9 but another caufe inay be furmif<M; 

Montcfquieu declared in his laft moments, that if he 
had hazarded any exprcffions in his works which could 
caft a doubt on his Mief, << it was owing to a tafte 
<< for novelty and fingUlarity; to a wifii of paffing for 
a tranfcendent genius foaring abore prejudice and 
<< common maxims; to a defire of pteafing and of oh* 

^ taining the plaudits of thofe men who direded the 
public opinion, and who were never more lavilh of 
theirs than when one appeared to authorize them to 
«« throw off the yoke of all dependence and refttaint.**f 
This avowal would lead U3 to infer, diat there was a . 
greater tafte for novelty and fingularity in his political 
lyftems than in his religious ideas. He always prefer* 
ved a fufficiency of his religious education to refpedk 
Chriftianity, though not enough to guard againft thofe 
political fyftems which might and really did gain him 
that applaufe which he fo miich fought for, I mean 
that of the modern Sophifters, who, with their new* 

Wangled ideas of Liberty and Equality, thought them* 
fehres authorized to (hake off the ydce of all depend* 
ence. 1 cannot believe that he confpired with Uiem i 
but that he forwarded their plans is too certain. And 
foch will be our opinion till the before*mentioaed let* 
ter can be authenticated.:^ He did not confpire by 

* Chap. 3and 6, BookllL f See Hiftorical pi^ooary. 

It is certainly a moft extraordinary coincicknce, tlm 
our Author, though obliged to ftate the revolutionary principles 
laid down in Montefqoieu’s works, dees all he can to exculpate 
him from any evil intsntiopi} Bertrand Barrtre, the fangoinary 
YoL IL 1 
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fettiag up his fyftcins> but his fyfteins fonned eoiifpir« 
ators* He created a fchpol^ and in that fchool fyftexm 
were formed, whichj improving on his, rendered the 
latter more fatal. 

Reporter of the fuccefEve Committees of General Safety which 
have butchered France, and who was himielf at length involved 
io the downfid of Robcfpierre, aher having been his ageot <fai- 
riog bis whole reign of terror, ihould have been writing psecife* 
ly at the fame time a long declamatory pamphlet under the title 
of Montefquteu peint par Itd-Piemej claiminig the honors of the 
> Rsmthepn tor him, as one of the I>o6tors or Democracy and a 
Progenitor 6 k tbe French Revohitton. Be even dedaies bb ob* 
to be no other than to form an Editioii of BAontet^ea for 
the ufe of Republicans. Could it be polBble that men of Bar- 
rere*s ftamp were the perfons whom D’Alembert meant to de- 
figa when he faid, ** All that may appear obfcute to coimnoii 
readers ar fwtjo to th^ *wbom the author had partkniarh fo 
ykwi befides, beoUcur 
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CHAP. m. ^ 

^ ^ean Jaques K^Jfeatts S^nn. 

H owever cautiouily Montefquica'may have cx-’ 
preffed himfelfi the grand principle of all De¬ 
mocratic Revolutions was neveirthelefs laid down in hig. 
writings. He had taught in his fchool, << that in a 
^ free ftate, every man who is fuppofed a free agent 
ought to be his own governor.**^ This axiom evident¬ 
ly implies, that no man nor any people can believe 
tnemfeltes free, unlefs they are their own legillators \ 
and hence it waa natural to conclude, that there hardly, 
exifted a nation on earth that had a right to believe it- 
ielf jfree, or that had not fome bonds to burft in order 
to extricate itfelf fioitt flavery. 

Scarcely could England even flatter itiielf with the 
real enjoyment of this liberty ; and we fee Montef- 
quieu neft venturing to aflert it when he adds, << It is 
** not my bufinefs to examine whether the Englilh ac- 
^ tually enjoy Kbcrty or not It is fuffident for my 
norpofe to obferve, that it is cftabliflied by their 
•• laws, and I inquire no farther.^’f Though this may 
have (atisfied the maftcr, it might not be fuflBicient for 
all the difciples; and fome one of them might anfwer, 
that < according to his principle the Englilh laws were 
liar from granting that liberty inherent to a people gov^ 
cming itfelf. 

It is evident, that to believe in their own freedom 
the Englilh were obliged to deny this principle as too 
general, and certainly they were entitled to reply. 
With os liberty confifts in the right of freely doing 
all that the law does not forbid; and every . Englilh** 
man, whether rich or poor, i$ equally free, whether 
<< he have the requilites for being an eledlor or not, 
whether he make the law by his direA vote, or by 
hit deputies ; or even if he does not in the leaft con- 
tribute toward it. For in ail tfaefe cafes he is certain 
of being judged by the fame law. The Foreigner 
even is as free among us as ourfelves, when he is 
«« wdling to obferve our laws, for he may do as freely 
as ounelves all that is not forbidden by tne law.* 

* Chap. 6 , BookXL f Ckap. 7 , Book SI. 
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Si, 

If Ei^hnd could jaftly reproach Montefquiai wkh 
the generality of hi$' principle, what mult have been 
the ^e with other nation9» fach at France, Spain, 
Germany, or Rulfia, where the people do not partake, 
either by themfelvet or by their reprefenVitives, of the 
power of enaAing lam ? What was to be fatd of all 
thofe repoblict^ eithei: in SuritzejrUnd. or Italy, sv^ere 
th^ three powers are united in the fenate, wherf, to 
' life Montefquieu^a expreffion, the, powr hein^ he 
. think^ he dtfcovere^ and- dreade at, every Jlep a Deffstic. 
Prince f 

It was a heceflary coafequence, either that this pjinr 
' ciple muft have been done away \ or that all Europe, 
perfuading itfelf that it groaned under Hivery^ would 
;fttempt, by‘a general Revolution in all Ooverniucnts, 
> ' to caft off the yoke. ‘ Some great gei\ins,mu(l have arifr- 
eh who could have countera^ed the fati^ fliock given, 
by this illuftrious author. But. for the misfortune of 
Europis the very.reverfe. came to pafs- 
‘ Monufguieu.wa.^npt. o.^ admired and extolled, an 
he dei^ryed, in c^nfidex^tion of many paxt^‘ pt his( 
Spirit of Laws, hut, he, was more cfppcisjlyl 
for thofe.pafiages,in .w}ych, by tpeans of his priiieipjea» 
oh Liberty, l^uality and-I^e^atipn, t;he» 

«iftiM gpvernn^entj^- with thi imput?.t|on* 9 f ‘Slavery, 
"j^hc ,^pliifter8 cafily-oyer|oipke,(^ hia i;eAjf;i^iohs>.his^ 
proteftation^,^ hh ohfeurittes and, %u innocent artij^es^ h^^, 
daufe they conceived it tg be fuffilcient that he 
c3 the path, and ihown how far it might lead^ 

Jean )»• "The firft who undertook to widen this path was Jean, 
quea fol- JaqHen Roufleau, thatjaipous citjucen of Gen?va^ wlv^m 
Montet^ we have already, feen, fo powerfully forwarding the cotn*. 
quiet's" fp^Tacy agaiuft the altar, Hew^as in every ihape the 
pmcipie, man pf the Sopfyfters of rcbcllioa Rood in q^ed. 
^ morc to condg^ theni in ^ attack againft. tHcj Thrqnct. 
his conf^ 5om a qitlieh 6t a Republic, li^.iaibibed with hismilk, 
qucnccs. as^ he Tays himtelf, tie hatred cf, aa. V^oltajarc .hjul 

^ dpne.that of Chrift- He w^s better v^fed tlw 

tefqdiqu in tbat dangerous talqnt of propaga4Qg. enox 
with the tone of importance, or. of ptefentuxg paradox. 
as.the refult of deep thought. He poffeffed, .above all|. 
that boljlnefa which neither admits principle^ hy haiyes, > 
nor fhnnk^ ^t their confequences. He fqrpailefi; hia. 
maderr and in bis political thcoiuea. greatly outRripppd 
him» 
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commiCT. 

Tbe4^iVi/,g^ Ztfm am^red in the year 1748^ an4 
The Soml ContraB in 1752* Montefquien had revived 
the ideas of Liberty and Equality; bat Jean Jaquea 
coaftmea them into fifpreme happinefs. « If we ex-* 
«« amioet’* fays he, “ in what the fuprme bappinefiof 
<f. ALL confifts, which ought to be the grand obje^ of 
every legilkture, it will appear to center in thefe twq 
“ |K>tntS, LIBEETY AND EQUALITY. In Liberty^ bc- 
caufe all private dependence is £b much ftrength fuh» 
traded from the body of the {late ; in Etiuality^ be-* 
caufe Liberty cannot fubfift without it.’ * 
Montefquieu had not dared to decide whether the 
l^glifli were free or not; and at the very time when 
he was piffiqg the mod fevere eriticifm on other gov¬ 
ernments^ he Iheltercd Jbimfelf .under the intention of 
qot wilhiM to vilify or dihufe any one. Jean Ja^ucA 
above luck cautions ; he begins his work by faying^ 
4 Lr<i ir hortk fru^ and yet w£ fee him every nvhere in chains.^ 
Montefquieu had furmiied> that to believe himfelf 
free it was necedary that man Jhould be his awn governor e 
that bcihould a£l according to his. own laws, and ac*. 
cording to his own will. But be judged the means of 
execution to. be difficult in a fmall ftate, and impoffible; 
in. SL large one. Jean J^es would have believed the 
principle falfe had he .round it impoffible in pradice. 
8 ut he believed the principle, as laid down by Montef* 
quieu to be true in theory ; and to furpafs . his mailer 
he.hEd only to demonftrate its pbffibility, and to facil-. 
itate its execution. This conftitutes his favourite pro- 
blon: 

To find a form of afibciation wliich will defend. 
and pro^£h with the whole a^^regate foroe the perfon.. 
^. andj^operty of eachinffividuai; and by which every. 
<< perron, while, united; with alL, Jbail obey only 

and vraroiiL ^rftss as before the union t fuch< 
is the fundamental .problem, lays Jean Jaque^ of^ 
<<. whichthe Social Qpnp’ad gi^cS; the folution.^l'. This> 
wps;ui other t^rasprecifely feeking to realise Montef*» 
oiuen’s principle; to giv&to each man whoiecUhisi-*. 
rolf a free agent the me^ns being bis own gpvemer, 
and of living under no o.ffier bws Uian thoie, which he 
has himfelf made. 

How a man, after having entered into^he Social Con* 
txafi,, U to.fipd himfelf as ffoe as.if he had never enga-* 

* Sadal Contraaj, Chap. ix, .Book II. 
t Chap. ii Book I. $ ^Chap. 6, Book L 
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in It, ^8 not cafily conceived; ori how a man' who 
has fubjefted himfelf to the will of the majority can be 
is free as when his adions were to be direded folely by 
his own will, is equally inconceivable. This was pre« 
itfely faying, that the obje£l of civil fociety is to pre- 
fcrvc that Liberty which is anterior to government, of 
6 f the ftate of nature \ though the Social Contra’d, 
According to all received ideas, exprefsly im|)Qrts the 
facriiice of part of that Liberty to preferve the reft, 
ind to obtain at that price, peace and fecurity to one’s 
perfon, property, and families; in (hort, all me other 
advantages of civil fociety.* 

• The folution of this problem became more'difficult 
when Jean Jaques afferted, that it is evident, that 
* the hrft wifti and i^ftentlpn of the people tht^ be, 

•* that thfc ftate (hould not peri(h.”f According to 
tiieir fecond maxim', it was not effentiAliy neceftary to 
be one’s own governor, or to aft always according to 
bne’s own will, and to live under laws enafted by one- 
felf; but to have good laws, whoever might have been 
the legiilator, and to be governed fo as to fave the State. 

But contradiftions could not thMrart Jpan Jaques in 
his career. He wiflicd to realize Montcfqiiieu’s princi-’* 
Tte”|^plc He felts off on thc . fuppofition, that every man, 
felt legifla* a free agent, is to be his own governor ; * that js, to (by, 
that every free people arc to obey thdfc laws fo!c|y whi di ‘ 
they have themfclvcs enafted : and infutufe^he never 
views the law in any other light than as the off of the 
general wslL Such a propofition immediately annuls all 
4 ws which had ever been enafted by any King, Prince; 
or Emperor, without the participation of the multitiJde; 
nor docs Jean Jaques hefitate in faying, It is unhe- 
<< ceffary to inquire to whom belongs the funftion of 
making laws, becaufe the laws arc but the afta of the 
general will. The Icgiffative power bdortgs to the 
<< people, and can belong only to them. 'I^atevfcr 
is ordered by any man of his. own accord is not law. 
« For the people, to be fubjefted to iaWs; muft enjby 
the right of makihg thcm4 

n. Such was. the firft* principle, which Jean Jaques de- * 
Thepmple duccdftom his matter’s'diftinftion of the* three powers, 
ovcrcign. fccond was not Icfs flattering for the multitude. 

All Sovereignty, according to Jean Jaques, refided in 
the power of Legtflarioh. In giving this power to‘the* 
.TV’ 

f Chap. AA'Bflok fV* i /Chap. A, .p09k IL , 
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jpCDjrfCy be cooduded the pteple wre Seveteign $ and fo 
anucb that they bad not the power cf Juhmitting te 
another Sovereign^ AU fubmiflioB on the. part of the 
people i$ reprefented in th^ new fchool as a violation of 
very a& by which every people exifts ; and to violate 
this a£b was to annihilate their own exigence; and as a 
further confequence he concludes^ that all fubmiffiew 
on the part of any people Is null in itfclf^ for this great 
reafon^ that by nothing nothing can he performed,^ 

Left he (hould not be underftood» we fee Jean Jaqucf 
frequently repeating both the principle and the confe^ 
quences. « The Sovereignty, he fays, being no more 
than the exercife of the general will, can never alien- 
ate itfelf. If therefore a people promife uncondition?- 
<< ally to obey, the ad: of making luch a promife dif* 
folves their exifience, andtheyloie their quality of a 
people ; for at the moment that there is a imjkr 
there is no longer a Sovereign, and the body poUtic 
«« is deftroyed. of courfc/’H 

It was impoftible to fay in a clearer manner to all na» 
lions, Hitherto you have been governed by Kings whont 
you looked upon as Sovereigns \ if you wilb to ceafe be¬ 
ing flaves,. begin by taking ^ l^vereignty to yourfelves, 
that you may eaad your own laws \ and let your Kings, 
if you wifli to keep them, be no more than fervants, tp 
obey your )aws, and to fee them obferved by others* 
Montefquieu feared that a kgillative . people would 
not be fufficiently enlightened for the difculBon of laws 
and affairs in general \ but this fear had not made him 
reliuquifli the principle. Jean Jaques, infilling on the 
principle, could fee nobody more proper than the peo¬ 
ple to carry both principle and confequence into prac¬ 
tice. In tnis new fyftem, the general will of x)^c peo¬ 
ple was not only to frame the laws, but in the making 
of thofe laws became Infallible. For he fays, the 
general will is always right, and tends always to the 
** public advantage, llie people can never be bribed, 
yet they may be deceived.”* . But in whatever man¬ 
ner they may be deceived, this Sovereign people^ by its 
iursy while it exifis^ he every thing that it ought to h8,\ 

To conipenfate for the incapacity of the people in the 
framing of laws,.Montefquieu propofed reprefentatives, 
or men who ihould make the laws for them.. Jean 
Jaques would not allow thefe men, to be repiefeatatives 

$ Chap. 79 Book I. )J Chap. I9 Book II. 

* Chap. 3, Book IL . f Chap. 7, Bookl. 
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In Any thing but in name! He contended, diat bfoiA* 
tefquieu, in caofing deputies to be chofen, placed the 
people under attomies and barrifters, that is to fa^, un¬ 
der men who were to plead their ctufe as a guardian 
does that of hn ward. But neither attornies nor guar¬ 
dians could be looked upon as real reprefentatiyes. 
That thefe men, whofe judgment the people would be 
obliged to recciye as law, might difler both in will and 
opinion from the people; in fine, it was giving abfoiute 
legiflators to the people, and thereby divefting it of the 
fegiflative power. He further obferves, diat the will 
of the people could be no more reprefented by thefe 
deputies than that of a ward by his guardian. And he 
adds, In fpite of his matter, ** The Sovereign^ (the 
people) •vehich is only a eolleBive beings cannot he reprqen^ 

^ ted but by itfelf / the power may be tranfmitted^ but not 
« the wilL ^fides, the Sovereign power mav fay, 

* my will at ptrefent agrees with the will of itich a 
<< man, or at leaft with what he declaresto be his will 
but it cannot fay, « our wills (ball likewife agree to- 
** morrow,* as it would be abfurd to think of mnding 
the will for any time to comc.”*^ 
y ' From thefe reafonings certain qualities and rights 
Thep^ple Are inferred, which Montefquieu would not perhaps 
above the have refufed to the Sovereign people, but which he had 
^ not dared to cxpiefs. This Sovereign made the law ; " 
and, whatever might be the* law made by the people, 
it could not be unjuft j as no perfon can be unjuft towards 
himfelf. 

The Sovereign people make the laws, but no law can 
bind them. For, continues^Jean Jaques, in every 
cafe the people arc matters, to change even the beil 
laws : for, if that body is difpofed to injure itfelf, 
w who has a right to prevent it ?*’f 
VL In (hort the great difficulty which Montefquieu found 
AflembUet In free men being their own governors and legiOatbrs 
•phepeo- in impoffibility of holding, efpecially in great 
^ ftates, the affemblics of this legillative people. Thefe 

inconveniences, or even impoflibilities, vanifli before 
Jean Jaques, becaufe he felt that either the principle 
was to be abandoned, or the confequences to be follow* 
cd up} and neither Parliaments nor States General 
could fuffice for him ; he wiflied for real afiemblies of 
the whole people. ** The Sovereign, having no other 

t Chap. IS, BooklL 


* Chap* 1, Book IL 
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€4 {0fQQ J)|it the kgiflativa power, ads only by the lawsj 
and the laws being only the authentic ads of the 
f ‘ general will, the Sovereign can never aB but when the 
people are ajjemhled. Some will perhaps/ithink, that 
<< the idea of the people afTembling is a mere chimera : 
but, if it be fo now, it was not fo two thoufaitd 
years ago \ and I fliould be glad to know whether 
men have changed their nature ? The limits, of pof- 
fibility, in moral things, are not fo confined as many 
are apt to fuppofe them i it is our weaknds, our 
vice, and our prejudice, that narrow the circle* The 
abjed mind difirufis the very idea of a great foul ; 
ai^ vile {laves hearken with a fncer of contempt 
. when we talk to them of Liberty.”f 

However confidently Jean Jaques may have laid down Examples 
this dodrine, ftill the ^examples which he adduces to * fove- 
cotroborate -it were far from demonftrating that thefe 
aiTemblies of thc'Soyereign had ever exiiied* The citi- ^ 
zens, for inftance, of Rome or Athens were perpetu-^ 
ally flocking to the forum ; but thofe citizens, ^fp^cially 
the people of Rome, were not the Sovereign people 
and every where Sovereign. The Empire was im« 
meoie, and the people in this immenfe Empire, fo far 
from being Sovereign, were a people enflaved by aDef-* 
potic Metropolis, by an army of four hundred thoufand 
fMiers called Citizens, always ready to bufft forth from 
an entrenched camp called Rome^ to crulh any town or 
province which {bould dare to aflTert its own liberties. 

Athens followed the fame condud with refped to its 
colonies and allied towns. 

Thefe examples adduced by Jean Jaques only ihowed 
what the French Revolution has, fince, fo well demon- 
{(rated : that when the inhabitants of an immenfe 
town, like Rome or Paris, take up arms, they may 
ftyle, their Revolutions by the names of Liberty and 
Equality, but all the real diftindion is, tbat^ in place of 
one King whom they may have banifhed or murdered^ 
the inhabitants are transformed into four or five hun¬ 
dred thoufand Defpots and Tyrants over the Provinces, 
while they in their turn aie tyrannized by their tribunes. 

Are not the afhes of Lyons, are not the unfortunate 
people of Rouen or .Bourdeaux the unhappy examples 
that may be cited to fhow what fate awaited the mifera- 
ble town that might^attempt to (hake off the yoke of 

t Chap. 125, Booklll. 
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the faburbs of St. Marceau, St. Antoine^ or of the cit¬ 
izens of Paris ? And has not that immcnfe town paid 
its tribute to a .Robefpierre at one time, and at another 
to the five Kings ? 

At fome times, however, Jean Jaques was fenfible 
of thefe inconveniences. But be-would not on that ac¬ 
count abandon his grand principle of the Sovereignty 
of the people, nor even the gemral afiemblies. He 
would, after Montefquieu’s example, have recourfe to 
the virtue of Republics or of the Sovereign people ; 
Jean Jt- but he would even reproach Montefquieu wkh a fre- 
^ac^8 ** qoent want of precifim in not making the neceffiiry 

Montef- diftinilions, and not perceiving, that, the Sovereign 

quicu, authority being every where the famfe, the fame prin- 

ciple muft prevail in every well conftituted ftatc.” 
Then, he would add, that there is no government fo 
fubje£); to civil wars and internal agitatiorfs, as the de- 
«« mocratic or popular one j” (that is to fay, as the ftate 
of which virtue is the bafis) becaufc there is not one 
which has fo ftrong and fo continual a tendency to 
change its form, which can only be preferved by the 
« vigilance and courage employed to maintain it.”* 

He even then confefies, that if there were a ita- 
tion of Gods, they might be governed by a Democ- 
« racy ; but fo perfeft a government will not agree 
<< with men.”f. Yet then, left, after Montefquieu's 
example, he (hould be wanting in precifion, he pro- 
icribes all great empires from the fweets of liberty j he 
would allow of none but fmall ftates,:): of one town in 
each ftate i and capitals are in his plan particularly ex¬ 
cluded.$ 

His dodrine on this point is precife enough, when 
^ivifion ^ nation, can be 

of ftates. lawfully fubjeifcd to another, becaufe the eflence of 
** the body politic confifts in the perfeft union of obe- 
dtence and liberty, and becaufe the words Subject 
and Sovereign are the identical co-relatives whofe 
« meaning is united in the word Citizen.*^\\ That is 
to fay in a plain ftyle, that all the Sovereigns and Sub- 
jefts of a given ftate are only the burgefies of the fame 
town. That a Citizen, fubjeft and fovereign of Lon¬ 
don, has no authority at Portfmouth or Plymouth, and 
the citizens, fubjefts and fovereigns of tnefe latter or 
any other towns cannot be fubjeft to a fovereign which 

* Chap. 4, Book III. f Ibid. i IWd. 

^ § Chap, ij, Book in. || yhap. 13, Book IIL 
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inhabits another town. And Jean Jaques continues. 

It is always wrong tp unite many dties in one (that 
is to fay in one empire ;) it would be abfurd to fpeak 
of the abufes prevalent in great ftates, to thqfe who 
would ^iih to form only fmali ones. But it is proper 
to confider, how fulficient ftrength can be comma** 
nicated to fmali ftates, to defend them from the at- 
** tacks of great ones i The reply here is, that they 
muft follow the footfteps of the Grecian cities, wUch 
formerly refifted the power of the great King; and 
of Holland and Switzerland who more recently withr 
ftood the })pufe of Auftria.”f All which meant^ 
that in this fyftem of Liberty and Equality applied to 
the fovereign people it was neceftary to fubdivide the 
greater ftates into fmali federative democracies. 

III fine, if it be impofiible to reduce a ftate within 
** proper limits, (notwithftanding his admiiation for 
Rome,) there is ftill one meafure to be adopted— 

« that of not allowing a capital, or fettled feat of gov- 
ernment, but moving it in rotation to every city, 
and afiembling the ftates of the country alternately 
in the fame manner.^” / 

Left it (hould be objeded to our Philofopher, that 
to form thefe little delnocracies, would only be (^abdi* 
viding the larger ftates into fo many lefier provinces, 
which would be for ever a prey to civil war and inteJUm 
divjfionSf and always tending to change their form^ which 
he declares to be the lot of all democracies, he is pleaf- 
ed to grant exiftenlce to ariftocracies. Thefe, and par¬ 
ticularly << the £le£tive Ariftocracy, which is the true 
one, are the beft of all governments.”|| But whether 
Democracy, Ariftocracy, or Monarchy be adopted, the 
people always remain fovereign ; the general aflemblies 
of the fovereign* are always requifite, and they were to 
be frequent, and fo ordered as to aifemble of courfe 
at the ftated period, without being ibrmally conve- 
ned, not leaving it in the power .6f any Prince or 
Magifttate to prevent the meeting without openly de^ 
daring himfelf a violator the laws, and an enemy 
« to the ftate.”§ 

Jean Jaques, more confequent than his mafter, fol- 
lows up the principle he had borrowed from Montef- 
quieu, and continues, at the qpening of thefe afiem- at the af- 

«« blies, whofe obje<ft is the maintenance of the focial of 

the people. 

f Chap. 13, Book III. J iWd. 

U Chap, Bsok III. J Chap. xS*, Book IIL 
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« treaty, two qucftionsfliould always be propofcd-, and 
<< never on any account omhted; and the fufFrages 
«« fliould be taken feparatcly on each—^The’ firft fbould 
be, Docs it pleafe the Sovereign (the people) to pre- 
** fcrvc the prcfent form of government ? And the. 
<< fecond. Does it pleafe the people to leave the ad- 
miniftration with thofe who are at prefent charged 
with It ?”* That is to fay, to continue the Magif- 
trate, the Prince, or the King, whom they had chofen. 

Thefc two queftions in the fyftem of the fovereigntf 
of the people are only confequences of the great prin¬ 
ciple laid down by Montcfquieu, that every man feeling 
himfelf a free agent might to he his own governor. For 
this man, or people, feeling themfelves free agents, 
might not chufe to be governed to-day after the fame 
manner they were governed yefterday. If they were 
unwilling, how could they be free agents, when obli¬ 
ged to maintain that government and thofe chiefs which 
they had formerly chofen. 

Such a confequence would have made any Philofo- 
pher lefs intrepid than Jean Jaques abandon the prin- 
' ciple. Without pretending to Philofophy, one might 
have told him, ^ that every people which forefaw the 
misfortunes that perpetual revolutions in their govern¬ 
ment expofed them to, might without villifying or cn- 
flavmg themfeves, have chofen a Conftitution and fworn 
to maintain it. They might have chofen Chiefs, Ma- 
giftrates, or Kings, who were bound by oath to govern 
according to that Conftitution; a compaft which it 
would be no lefs criminal to violate, than the moft’fe- 
cred oath (and equally fo to-morrow as to-day.) If 
the people are fuppofed to facrifice their Liberty by a 
compaft of this nature, you will call every honeft man 
by the degrading name of flavc, who fhall think him¬ 
felf bound by promife he made yefterday, or the 
oath he took to i^ve according to the laws of the ftate ?* 
But fuch reafonings would have had little weight'with 
Jean Jaques. In his opinion, it was a great error to 
pretend> that a Conftitution equally binding for the 
people and their chiefs wa? a compadl between the peo¬ 
ple and the chiefs they had chofen; becaufe (fays he) 
it would be abfurd and contradidfory to fuppofe, that 
the Sovereign fhould give itfelf a fuperior; and that, 
to oblige itfelf to obey a mafter, would be to rein- 
ftate itfelf in the fulnefs of Liberty.”f 

^ Chap. x8. Book Hi. f Chap. i6, Book III. 
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Such was the confequence naturally flowing'from . ix. 
the idea of the fovercignty of the people, of the peo- 
pie eflenrially fovereign, who to be free muft be their ^ * 

own/ governors, and who muft retain, notwithftanding 
all their oaths, the right of annulling to-day thofe very 
laws, which yefterday they fworc to maintain. This 
conclufion, however ftrange it may appear, isneverthe- 
lefs that in the application of which the Revolutionary 
Sophifter particularly exults when he fays, ** when it / 
happens therefore that the people eftablilh an hered- 
itary government, whether it be Monarchical in fam* 
ily, or Ariftocratical in one order of Citizens, 1/ ir 
fjot an engagement •which they make^ but a provifional 
form given to Adminiftration, until it (hall pleafe the 
Sovereign to order otherwife.*’* That is to fay, un¬ 
til it ftall pleafe the people to expel their Senate, Par¬ 
liament, or King. 

Let not the reader be aftonilhed at feeing me infift fo 
much in thefe memoirs on the expofition of fuch a fyf- 
tcm. The application of the caufes to the efiefts will 
be more evident when the Hiftorian treats of the afls 
of the French Revolution. But fhould he wilh to 
know more particularly, how much our Philofopher of 
Geneva influenced the warfare which the Revolution 
had kindled againft every throne, let him examine how 
this Sophifter applies bis principles to Monarchies, and 
the leflTons that he teaches to all nations refpeding their ' 
Kings. 

Here again it was Montefquieu who had laid the _ ^ 

ground-work, and Jean Jaques raifed the fuperftruc- 
tore. He, walking in the footfteps of his mafter, ad- a real De¬ 
mits the abfolute ncceflity of feparating the Legiflativc “wracy- 
from the Executive Power, but, always more daring 
than Montefquieu, he fcarcely leaves to Monarchy its 
very name. I therefore denominate every State a 
a Republic which is regulated by laws, under whatever 
form of adminiftration it may be \ for then only the 
public interefts governs, and the affairs of the public 
obtain a due regard .—To hejegitimate^ the govern- 
« ment ihould not be confounded with the Sovereignty, 

<< but be oonfidered as its adminiftrator $ and then Mo- 
narchy itfclf would be a Republic.”f 
Tbcfc laft words feem to imply, that Jean Jaques re¬ 
cognized at lead the legitimacy of a King who would 

* Chap. 1%, Book 111 . t Chap. 6, and Note to Book II. 
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receive the hw froca the people, aad who, aequieXcing 
' in tlieir fovereignty, would fubmit to be a' fimple ad- 

xniniflrator, m a word their flavc. For, according to 
this fyftem, the only free man is he who makes the laws^ 
and the only flave he who receives them. The people 
were to mal^ the law, the King to receive it; King 
therefore is only the flave of the fovereign people. 

XI. On fuch conditions Jean Jaques confents to recognize 
To govern aKing in great empires; but he teaches the people at the 
Kin^s'if time, tliat it is owing to their own faults if a King 

poflfbic. be neceflary in fuch a ftate. They would have learned to 
govern tbemfelvcs without one if they had refledied, that 
thf greater the enlargement cf the ^te^ the more Liberty ts 
Jheminijhed re^ intereft would have been to 

occupy, a fpace of ground a hundred times lefs extenfive, 
in order to t)6Coine a hundred tioaes more free \ that if 
it be difficult for a large ftate to be properly governed^ it 
is i^i)|;mor^fQ ferr it to be nuelUgoyerned by one man, 

0^11. la whatever ft^tes thefb o^ay b^ we are never 
m r?Offi accorffing to this Philofopher, that the whple 

wM^hich of thofe men called ELtngs, is certainly no more 

the People than a comv^ony under which, (imply as officers of 
may dc- the fovere^H power, they exercife. in the name of 
pofe. Sovereign the power delegated to them, and 

which may be limited, mpdifted, or recalled at thpe 
will of the JSovereign.’^f 

Even^onthefe condition^, had Jean Jaques fuemded 
according to his wiffies, Kings, though reduced to 
mere Officers or ComTnilfianera for the; Sovereign peo¬ 
ple, would no^ have had a long exifftence. This wilh 
is clearly exprfcfled throughout the whole of hisCh^er 
on Monarchy^There he has heaped jUp every argur 
ment againft Royalty, whether hereditary or deflive } 
there, extolling the fappofed virtues of the multitudei 
he beholds the throne invaded by Tyrants, or vicious 
covetous and ambitious Defpots. tfor did he femi to 
add, that if we were to underftand by Ki?^g him who 
governs only for ti?e welfare of his fubjeSts^ it would; be 
evident that there had never exijled one from the commence* 
ment of th€^vorld,\ , . 

The riifeft confequences of this, whole fyftem.evb 
dently were, that every nation defirous of preferving 
its rights of jhiberty and Equality, was in the firft place 
to endeavour to govern itfelf witb^t a King, and to 

* Chap. Jiook ni. . t IbiJ* , 

% Chap. 6, ©boklll. ]\ Kote to Chap. lo, Book ill. 
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ad^t a Republican ConftkutioD; 'that nations who 
judj^d a King neceffary, were cautionfly to preferrc 
alt the rights of Sovereignty, and never to lofc light, 
m quality of Sovereigns, of their inherent right of de- 
pofingthe King they had created, of (hivering hisfeep* 
ter, and of overturning his throne, whenever, and a$ 
often as they pleafetL Not one of thefe confequenccs 
ftartted the Philofopher of Geneva. He was oNiged 
to admit them, left it (hould be objefled (as he had 
done agakift Montesquieu) that hefometimes wanted pre» 
eifion t and Once more to leave the world a prey to flave* 
ry. Had it been objected, that it was precifely among 
tnofe nations who carried their ideas of Liberty, Equal¬ 
ity, and Sovereignty to the greateft lengths, that the 
greateft number of flaves were to be found, he would 
have contented himfelf with anfwering, « Such, it is 

true, was the fituation of Sparta. But as to you, xill. 
people of the prefent day, you have no flaves, hut All natiom 
«* are yourfelves enjlaved. You purchafe their Liberty 

at the expence of your own. Forbear then to exult ' 

« in a preference which difeovers, in my opinion, more 
** of indolence than of humanity.”* 

It is evident that Roufleau, always more lively and 
more daring than his mafter, could not fupprefs any of 
the confequences which flowed from the principle laid 
down by Montefquieu. He brands every nation, even 
the Englilh, with flavery, declaring them all to be flaves 
under their Kings. 

To have furpafled his mafter in politics was not fuffi- 
cient. Montefquieu is often lax, even infinuates error, gion Dc- 
and, notwithftanding all the eulogy he beftows on 
Chriftianity, appears fometimes to facriiice the religious 
virtues to politics ; yet he appeared too timid to his 
difciples. Jean Jaques, more dogmatic, declares bpem- 
ly that he knows of no Religion more deJlruBive of the 
foetal fpirit than that of the Gofpcl; and he paints a 
true Chriftian as a being always ready to bend his neck 
under the yoke of a Cromwell or a Catiline. 

Montefquieu had mentioned the Catholic Religion as 
particularly adapted to moderate Governments and 
Monarchy; the Protejiant Religion as appropriate to 
Repubiics.f Jean Jaques will neither allow of the 
Catholic nor of the Proteftant Chriftian, and finiflies 
his fyftcm with Bayle’s famous paradox that Montef- 

* Chap. 15, Book III. 
t Spirit of Laws, Chap. 5, Book XXIV. 
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. quieu had refuted. He conceived x^o Religion bat De« 
ifm CO be worthy a Sovereign! equal, and free people , 
and in order to undermine every throne, he baniflies 
from the ftate every altar where the God of Chrillianity 
was adored.;^ 

• This conclufion alone raifed Jean Jaques far above I 
Montefquieu in the eyds of the Sophifters. Time was 
to decide which of thefe two fyftems fliould bear away 
the palm of victory. Let the hiftorian compare the ef- 
fe£ts of each, obferving their nature and fucceiEve 
progrefs of opinion. He will then be lefs furprized at 
beholding that fchool triumph which is regardtefs of 
the fandiity of the Altar and of the authority of the 
Throne. 


t See Social Contrail, Chap. 8, Book IV. 
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CHAP- IV. 

Third Step of the Confpiracy,—The general EffeB <f the 
Syfiems of Montefquieu and Jean faques.—Convention 
ef the Sophijlers—Tbe Coalition of their Plots agmnfi 
the ^hroney noith their Plots againjl the Altar. 

I N comparing the two Sy items that we have juft ez- why Mom 
poiedy it is eafy to remark, that the refpe£tive au- tefquictt 
>rs of thofe Syftems have been biafled in their appU* "msat Ar- 
cation o| the ideas of Liberty and Equality to polity by 
the different ftations which they held in life. The 
firft, bom of that clafs in fociety that is diilingutfhed 
by riches and honors, participated lefs of thofe ideas of 
£quaUty which confound every clafs of citizens. Not- 
withftanding his great admiration for ancient Republics^ 
he obferves, that << In every ftate there are always 
<< perfons diftinguifhed by their birth, riches, or hon- 
ours; but were they to be confounded with the com- 
men people, and to have only the weight of a fingle 
vote like the reft, the comnion liberty would be 
their flavery, and they would have no intereft in fup- 
porting it, as moft of the popular refolutions would 
be againft them 

It was this fyftem which was at an after^period to 
induce the Jacobin Club to ftyle Montefquieu the Father 
of Arijlocracy j and it appears that he was led to the 
adoption of this idea by the fuppofition that the clafs 
of citizens (the parliament) to which he belonged, 
would become legillators y and thus, enjoying his dif- 
tin£live mark of liberty, would be their own govern¬ 
ors, and would never obey any but their own laws. 

The care he had taken not to generalize his ideas, ex¬ 
cepting when treating of the ifland where he had learn¬ 
ed to admire them, fereened him from all cenfure, and 
removed any imputation of his wifhing to overturn the 
conftitution of his country, in order to introduce that 
of another. But fuch a precaution did not reprefs that 
dehre which, he had kindled in the breafis of many of 
his readers, a defire of feeing that conftitution, which 

* Spirit of Laws, Chap. 6, Book XI. 
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he fo much extolled, eftabliSied in their own countrji 
a defire alfo of the onljr laws congenial to liberty, thofe 
of a country where each perfon is his own governor. 

The French at that period, little accuftomed to po¬ 
litical difeufiions, rather enjoyed the advantages of 
their government under the laws of their Monarch, 
than cavilled at his authority. They were free under 
their laws, nor did they lofe their time in difquifitions 
on the poffibility of being fo, though they had not par¬ 
ticipated in the making of them. The novelty of the 
fubjed irritated the curiofity of a nation with whom 
the bare title of Spirit of Laws was fufficient to capti¬ 
vate their fufirages. ^fides, it contained an immenfe 
fund of learning; and in fpite of many witjj reflec¬ 
tions, even bordering on epigram, a ftrong Mature of 
moderation and candour laid further claim to the public 
efteem. The Englifh alfo admired it. Notwithftsmd- 
ing Montefquieu’s referves, it was but natuial for them 
to extol fo great a genius, whofe chief error lay in ha¬ 
ving believed that their laws and their coiiftitution were 
fufficient to impart liberty to all nations, whatever might 
be their moral or political pofition on the globe. 

The efteem in which a nation, perhaps at that time 
its moft worthy rival, had always held Great-Britain^ 
added much to the high repute of the Spirit of Laws. 
It was tranilated into feveral languages \ and it would 
have been a difgrace for a Frenchman not to have been 
acquainted with it. I hope the expreffion I am going 
to make ufe of will be forgiven; that poifon, that 
true fource of the moft democratic of all revolutions, 
infufed itfelf without being perceived. The ground¬ 
work is entirely comprifed in the principle, that Every 
man who is fuppofed a free agent ought to be his own gov^ 
emor^ which is abfolutely fynonimous with another, 
viz. it is in the body (f the people that the legijlative 

power reftdesP Thofe members of the ariftocfacy 
who admired Montefquieu, had npt fufficiently weigh¬ 
ed the confequenccs of this grand axiom. They did 
not perceive that the Sophifters of rebellion would one 
day only change the terms, when they proclaimed that 
the law was but the expreffion of the general wi//, and 
hence conclude, that it is a right inherent in the 
people or multitude to ena£i or abrogate all laws ; and 
that fhould the people change and pverturu every thing 
atplcafure, they would do no more than cxcrcife a 
right. 
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When Mohtefquieu pafled over thefe confequehce8» 
or rather pretended not to fee them; when, viewing 
the difierent Monarchies of Europe, he finds himfeS* 
obliged to confefs that he knew of no people, one ex- 
cepted, who exercifed the pretended right of governing 
themfelves, and of making their own laws; when he 
adds, that the lefs they exercifed that right, the more 
the Monarchy degenerated towards Defpotifm; when, de¬ 
claring that Liberty was at an end wherever thofe pow¬ 
ers which were generally concentrated in the perfon of 
the Sovereign, were not diftin£b, he feems to confolc 
nations, by flattering them with a greater or fmaller 
portion of Liberty, for which they were indebted to 
what he calls prejudices, to their love of the Subje^'si 
the State^Si and the Prinds glory;* in what cloud 
could he have enveloped himfelf i After having laid 
down principles which ftigmatize all nations as in a ftate 
of flavery, will he pretend to appeafe their minds by 
fpeaking of what little Liberty prejudice may have left 
them ? Are not thefe fome of the voluntary obfeurittes 
which D’Alembert ftyles innocent artifices ? Or, arc we 
to join with Jean Jaques in accufing Montefquieu of 
not being predfe^ and being often obfeure f 

Be this as it may, fuch were Montefquieu’s princi¬ 
ples, that it was impoilible to adopt them either in 
France or elfewhere, without inviting thofe awful 
tevolutions which, fnatching the moft important branch 
of the Royal prerogative from the Monarch, inXft the 
people with his fpoils. After the spirit of Laws only 
one thing was wanting to operate fuch a Revolution; 
and that was, a man who, fufficiently daring, would 
afiert thefe confequences without fear, perhaps even 
complacently, becaufe he beheld in them a means of 
annihilating all titles or diftinflions, which decorate 
Rations of life fuperior to his own. The fon of a poor 
artizan, in a word Jean Jaques Roufleau, bred in a 
watchmaker’s ihop, proved to be this daring man. He 
grafped the weapons which Montefquieu had forged to 
affert the privileges of the multitude, and afeertain the 
rights of legiflation and fovereignty in the poor work¬ 
man as the former had in the rich man ; in the com¬ 
moner as in the nobleman. The whole ariftocracy of 
Montefquieu was no more than a fcafiblding for the 
Sophifters of rebellion \ and if be ever ufes the Word 

* Chap* 7, BookXL 
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Ariflocraej as expreffing the bed gorernment, it uras 
onl]f in its original (ignification; he does not under- 
ftand by it the government of tlie wealthy and noble 
clafles^ but that of the befl of each, whether rich or 
poor, who were to be chofen magiftrates by the peo¬ 
ple ; and then in the very ariftocracy he conditutes the 
people Legiflators and Sovereigns. 

Montefquieu believed the Nobility to be neceffary in¬ 
termediates between the King and the People. Jean 
Jaques deteded thefe intermediate bodies, and thought 
it abfurd that a fovereign people (hould dand in need of 
them., Montefquieu parcels out the authority of Kings, 
to adorn the aridocracy of riches and nobility with one 
of its faired branches. Jean Jaques, pennylefs, fliiv- 
ers the feepter of his King, and proferibes the prerog¬ 
ative of nobility or wealth, and to aflimulate himfelf to 
the Peer or Nobleman heinveds the Sovereignty in the 
multitude. Both foreboded Revolutions; both taught 
nations that they labored under the yoke of flavery, 
whatever may have been their protedations to the con¬ 
trary ; both led nations to believe, that the liberty of 
the fubje£l: could never be afeertained until they had 
adopted new Conditutions and new Laws, and had 
chofen chiefs, who, more dependent on the people, 
would enfure the liberty of l;he fubjed; at the expence 
of their own. 

Both, in giving their ideas upon Liberty, indru6ted 
nations in what they ought to do to acquire this fuppo- 
fed Liberty. Public opinion, like the twofydems, was 
to be redrained within certain limits witli Montefquieu, 
or expand itfelf to any lengths with Jean Jaques, ac¬ 
cording to the drength, preponderance or multitude of 
difciples which intered might have enrolled under the 
banners of either of thefe modern politicians. Every 
refle6ring perfon could already forefee, that all the reb¬ 
els of Aridocracy would follow Montefquieu as their 
chief, but that all the lower clades, and all the ene¬ 
mies of Aridocracy, whether from hatred or jealoufy, 
would fight under Jean Jaques. 

Such mud have been the natural eire£f of thefe two 
fydems according to the progrefs they made in the pub¬ 
lic opinion. This eiFeft, it is true, might have been 
epunteradied by opinions dill predominant among many 
nations, whom thefe falfc ideas of Liberty had not mif- 
led fo far, as to make them believe they lived in ilavery,^ 
becaufe they were governed by the hws of their Princes. 
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All thefe revolutionary principles maft have been 
fruitlefs in nations whofe religious tenets teach and or¬ 
dain fubmifGon to their lawful Sovereign, in nations 
where the Gofpel was followed and refpe^&ed, a Gofpel 
which equally profcribes injuftice, arbitrary and tyran¬ 
nic power in the Prince, and rebellion in the Subjedl, 
which, teaching the true worfhip of the King of Kings, 
does not inftil pride into nations by dunning them with 
the repeated proclamation of their fovereignty. 

But the Sophiders of Impiety had undermined the 
foundations of the Religion of the Gofpel, and nume¬ 
rous were their impious adepts. Many had been led 
to impiety by their ambition, and by the jealoufy they 
had conceived againd thofe who enjoyed didindions or 
exercifed power, and they foon perceived that by means 
of thefe two fydems, the fame ideas of Liberty and 
Equality, which had proved fuch powerful agents againd 
Chridianity, might prevail alfo againd all political Gov¬ 
ernments. 

Till this period, the hatred which the fchool of Vol- 7 ^® Sopli- 
taire, or the brethren of D’Alembert, had conceived 
againd Kings was vague and without any plan^ In Jdopt tlie 
general, it was a mere third after Liberty and Equality, fyftcm 
or a hatred of all coercive authority. But the neceility 
of a civil government difled all their cries. Here they *** 
were convinced, that to dedroy was not fufficient, and 
that in overturning the prefent laws, it was necefiary to 
have another code to replace the former.—^Their writings 
teemed with epigrams againd Kings, but they had not 
attacked their rights ; Defpotifm and Tyranny were re- 
prefented in the mod farcadic light, though they had 
not yet declared that every Prince was a Defpot or a 
Tyrant. But this was no longer the cafe when thefe 
two fydems had appeared ; Montefquieu taught them 
to govern themfelvesj' and make their laws in conjunc¬ 
tion with their Kings 5 and Jean Jaqucs perfuadcs them 
to expel all Kings, and to govern and make their laws 
themfelves. The Sophiders no longer heiitate, and the 
overthrow of every throne is rcfolved on, as they had 
before refolvcd on the dedru£lion of every altar. From 
that period the two confpiracies are combined and form 
but on^ in the fchool of the Sophiders. It is no longer 
the ifolatcd voice 'of a Voltaire, or of any particular 
adept who, following the explofions of his brain, raifes 
a farcadic cry againd the authority of Kings ; it is the 
combined efforts of the So|>bifters leagued in plots of 
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rebellion and impiety, aiming all their hatred, their 
means, their wiihes and their artifices, at teaching all 
nations to deftroy the throne of their Kings, as they 
had formerly excited them to overturn the altars of their 
God. 

Such an accufation is important, it is dire£k; and the 
proofs are taken from the words of the confpirators 
themfelves. It is not only the fimple avowal of the 
confpiracy, but the exulting pride of the Sophiftcr who 
glories in his crime. He paints the hypocrify, the 
wickednefs, the hideoufnefs of his crime in as glowing 
colours as if he had delineated the triumph of genius 
and wifdom, in a word of true Philofophy, in the caufe 
of the happinefs of mankind. Let us attend, and we 
(hall hear them tracing the hifiory of their plots, which 
they reprefent as the climax of human underftanding in 
Philofophical learning. 

The French Revolution had hurled the unfortunate 
Lewis XVI. from his throne, when the moft unrelent¬ 
ing confpirator, that monfter Condorcet, thinks it in¬ 
cumbent on him to celebrate the glory of Philofophifm, 
and trace the progefs of this fiend which had kindled 
the torch of difeord and had reared the Republic on 
crime, blood-flied, and the ruins of the throne. Left 
the fchool whence thefe horrid deeds had iflued, Ihould 
not be known, he deferibes it from its origin, and hifto- 
rifies all the monfters of iniquity and rebellion which 
each century had produced. He then defeends to the 
new Republican sera. That hiftory may carefully weigh 
his evidence and appreciate his avowal, his words (hall 
fufler no alteration : without interruption from us he 
may extol his fchool and its pretended benefa£fions. 
He fuppofes us at the middle of this century, confiders 
his reader as arrived at that period when the delirium of 
fuperftition is difpelled by the firft rays of modern Phi¬ 
lofophy. Then it is that he developes the following plot 
as the hiftory and triumph of his falfe Philofophy. 

There was a clafs of men which foon formed itfelf in 
Europe with a view not fo much to difeover and make 
w deep refearch after truth as to difFufc it: whofc chief 
objeft was to attack prejudices in the very afylums 
where the Clergy, the Schools, the Governments, 
and the ancient Corporations had* received and pro- 
tefted them ; and made their glory to confift rather 
« in deftroying popular error than in extending the 
limits of fcience: this, though an indirect method 



AMTIMOKARCHICAL CONSPIRACT. 7J 

« of forwarding its progrefs, was not on that account 
either Icfs dangerous or Icfs ufeful. 

<< In England Collins and BolingbrokC) in France 
« Bayle, Fontenelle, Voltaire, Montefquieu, and the 
** fchools firmed by thefe metiy combated in favour of 
" truth4 They alternately employed all the arms with 
which learning and Philofophy, with which wit and 
the talent of writing could furnifh reafon. AJfumtng 
every tone^ taking every Jhape^ from the ludicrous to 
the pathetic, from the moft learned and extenfive 
« compilation to the Novel or the petty Pamphlet of 
« the day, covering truth with a veil, which, /paring 
** the eye that was too weah^ incited the ttzdti by the 
pleafure of furmifing it^ infidioully carefling prejudice 
” in order to ftrike it with more certainty iind effeft ; 

« feldom menacing more than one at a time, and that 
only in part; fomettmes flattering the enemies of 
reafon by feeming to ajk but fir a half toleration in Religion 
** or a half Liberty in polity ; refpeEting Dejpotifm wheft 
« they impugned religious abfurditieSy and Religion when 
« they attacked tyranny ; combating thefe two pefis in their 
« very principles^ though apparently inveighing againfi rU 
« diculous and difgujiing abufes ; Jlriking at the root of ihofe 
** trees^ whiljl they appeared only to wifb t§ lop 

** thefiraggling branches ; at one time marking outfuperjii* 
tioHi which covers defpotifm with its impenetrable Jhield^ 

« to the friends of Liberty^ as the jirji vidiim which they 
are to immolate^ the jirji link to be elfi afunder 5 at anotb* 
er denouncing it to Defpots as the real enemy of their pow^ 
er and frightening them with its hypocritical plots 
and fanguinary rage j but indefatigable when they 
** claimed the independence of Reafon and the Liberty of the 
" Prefs as the right and fafeguard of mankind \ inyeigh- 
** ing with enthufiaftic energy againft the crimes of 
Fanaticifm and Tyranny; reprobating every thing 
“ which bore the charaiker of oppreflSon, harflinefs, or 
“ barbarity, whether in Religion, Adminiflration, 

** Morals or Laws; commanding Kings, Warriors, 

** Priefts Jtnd Magillrales in the name of nature to fpare 
the blood of men; reproaching them in the moft 
** energetic drain with that which their poHcy < or in-: 

difference prodigally lavilhed on the fcaffbld or in tho 
“ field of battle ; in fine, adopting reafon^ toleration^ 
and humanity as their fignal and watch-word. 

<< Such was the Modem Philofophy, fo much detef- 
ted by tbofe numerous glades whofe %ery exifteace 
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of this 
avowal 


were drawn from prejudices —Iti chiefs had the art 
<< of efcaping vengeance, though expofed to hatred ; 

j/* hidtngthmfelves fromperfecution^ though fufficieniiy 
•f confpicuous to lofe nothing of their glory 

Had rebellion, impiety, and revolt wifhedto trace their 
means and afeertain their obje6^, could they have made 
a better choice than the pen of Condorcet to delineate 
the afbors, deferibe their deteftable plots, and fix the 
epoch of their double confpiracy, which, firft aiming 
at the altar, is afterward direded and purfued with 
fury againft all Kings and Rulers of nations* How 
could their means and plots have been rendered more 
manifeft ? How could the hero of the plot, or the adept 
moft intimately initiated in the myfteries of the confpi- 
racy, have more evidently pointed out the obje£l:, the 
double tendency of the Sophifticated fchool; or fhown 
in a clearer light the wifii of deftroying the throne 
fpringing from the league which they had formed 
againft the altar ? 

Iiet the hiftorian feize on this avowal or rather on 
this eulogy of plots. He will find concentrated and 
flowing from Condorcet’s pen, every thing that the 
moft daring and the deepeft initiated confpirator could 
have let fall, to chara£ferize the moft authenticated and 
moft univerial confpiracy planned by thofc men called 
Fhilofophers, not only attacking the perfons of partic¬ 
ular Kings but of every King, and not Kings only, but 
the very eflence of Royalty and all Monarchy. The 
commencement of this confpiracy was when Collins, 
Bolingbroke, Bayle, and other mafters of Voltaire, to¬ 
gether with that Sophifter himfelf, had propagated their 
imj^ous do£lrincs againft the God of Chriftianity. 

. Wc fee it faft rifing into eminence when Montefquieu 
and Jean Jaques, nearly his contemporary, applying 
their ideas of Liberty and Equality to Polity, had given 
birth to that difquict fpirit which fought to inveftigate 
the rights of Sovereigns, the extent of their authority, 
the pretended rights of the freeman, and without which 
every fubjeft is branded for a flave—and every King 
ftyled a Defpot. In fine, it is that period when their 
fyftems, by means of empty theories, furnifh the Soph- 
ifters with a means of fupplying the want of Kings in 
^he government of nations. 

Until that period the feft feemed to have carried 
their views no farther, than to the eftablilhmcnt of Phi- 

* Efquifle d’untableauhiftorique de I’efprit humain, 9 £poque. 



JNTIHOKIRCHICIL OOKSPlEiCt. 


iofophk Kings, or Kings at leaft who would let thetsp 
felves be goyerned by Philofophers j but, defpairtng of 
fnccefs, they league in the oath of deffroytng all Royal¬ 
ty, the yery inftant they ihall haye found in any fyftem 
toe means of goyerning without Kings. 

The perfons who compofe this' fchool of confpirators 
are ftrongly marked. They are the authors and adepts 
of this Modern Philofophyy who, before they refolved 
on the deftruAion of Monarchy, began by raifing their 
heads againft Religion; who, before they depiAcd er- 
ery Government in the colours of Defpotifm and Ty¬ 
ranny, reprefent fanaticifm and fuperdition as the foie 
growth of Chriftianity. 

The extent, the means, the conftancy of the confpi- 
fpimcy all are ibowii in the cleared light.—Ouf confpir^ 
ing Sophiders pretend to ^ hut for u balftokration in 
Religion or a hulf liberty in Polity : ref^Bing authority 
of Kings %iohen they impugned Religion^ and Religion when 
they attacked Royalty. They pretend to inveigh only a* 
gainjl abufes / but both Religion and the au&ority of 
JVfonarchs are hut two pejlijerous treesf at whofe very 
roots they Jlrike. They are the two giants whom they 
combat in their principles, that every vedige of their ex- 
idence might be annihilated^ 

1[bey affume every tone^ they take every Jhape^ and ar^l* 
ly flatter thfe whofe power they with to dedroy. They 
fpare no pains to deceive the Monarch whofe throne 
^ey undermine. They denounce Religion as the real ene^ 
my of their power ^ and never ceafe reminding their adepts^ 
that it is Religion ^hich covers Kings with an impene^ 
trable Jbield: That it is the JlrJl viBim to be immolated'^ 
the firft link to be cleft afunder^ in order to fucceed in 
ihaking off the yoke of Kings, and in annihilating 
Monarchy, when once they £ould have fucceeded in 
crufliing the God of that Religion. 

The whole of this wicked game is combined among 
the adepts ; their adion, their union cannot be better 
delineated. Their watch-ward is Independence and Lib^ 
erty. They all have tlieir fecret, and during, the mod 
vigorous profecution of their plots feduhujly conceal • 
them. They nevertbelefs covertly purfue them with an inde» 
fotigahle confiaacy. What can be called confpiracy, if 
this is not confpiring againd all Kings i and how could 
the Philofophers more clearly demondrate, that the 
war which they waged agai^ Chrid and his Altar; 
Vol. IL M 
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agaiiift Kings and thdr Thrones* was a war of exter¬ 
mination i 

1 dill fear ks being objeded* that the Philofo^hm I 
did not mean to point at Royalty by the words 
and Tyranny. I have already faid* that the Defpots and I 
Tyrants whom the Sophtfters were to deftroy coaU be j 
tio other than thofe Monarchs under and agamft whom ! 
they did confptre \ and if the unfortonate Levis XVI. 
was a Tyrant and a Defpot in their eyes* the miideft and 
the mod moderate of Monarchs mud have been guilty 
4>f Tyranny and Defpotifm. Bat let it not be thought 
that theie confpiring Sophiders were always redrained 
by a fenfe of fhamc from cadtng afide the veil of Def- 
potifin and Tyranny widi which they had flirowdn 
«d the hatred they had conceived againd Royalty. 
The fame Condorcet who may be fuppofed (at the head 
of the Sophidfcated hands) to have attacked only Tyvaiip 
siy and Defpotifm* leaves us no room to doubt. 

Scarcely had the original rebels.called Conftitiidoiifll- 
ids left the name or p^ntom of a MonarpH to France 
in the unfortunate Lewis XVI. io gready had they 
•bridged the regal authority ; and mod onjudly coidd 
that unfortunate Prince* in his degraded date at leaft* 
be accttfed of Defpotifm or Tyranny; nevertfaelefs the 
defigns of the Sophifters had not been fulfilled* and it 
h Condorcet who undertakes to (hew the extent of their 
views. Royalty was dill preferved as to the name; and 
Condorcet now no longer exclaimed << Dedroy the Ty^^ 

** rant^ the D^t*” but << defiroy Speaking 

in the name of the Fhilofopluc fe£l* he Vpropofes his 
problems on Royalty in the mod direfl: language. He 
entitled them the Republic \ and the fird qaeftioo he 
pTOpofes is* Whether a King is nectary for IMerty P He 
anfwers it hlmfelf* and declares that Royalty is not on¬ 
ly unneceflaryand ufelels but even contrary to Liberty^ that 
it is irrecoRcileable with Liberty ^ and after having folv« 
ed this problem, he continues : << As to the reafbnings 
<< which may be brought againd us* we will not do 
<< them t^e honour of refuting them ; much lefs (hall 
• » ype trouble ourfelves to aofwer that fwarm of men* 

<< cenarp writers, who have fach good reafons for be- 
lieving that a'Government cannot exid without a 
civil lid* and we will give them full liberty to treat 
thofe perfons as madmen who have the mirfortune to 
diink as the fages of every age and nation have duos 
« before them.”* 

* Of the RepuUic* by Condorcet* an. 1791. 
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It ikm tiut, from the mouth of that Sophifter^ 
who was the mod deeply initiated of the adepts* we 
learn, without the lead fabterfuge* the extent of dieir 
ploto; fuch were the wifhes of pretended fages. It 
it not only Defpotidii but Royalty itfelf, it is even the 
empty name of an impriibned King, that is incompatible 
ndth. Liberty. What then is neoeflary to accompliih 
their lad views with refpe^l to Kangs as well as to the 
Priedhood ? Tfaefe views are not confined to France 
lone, no, not even to Europe ; but they extend to aii 
nations, to the whole globe, to every region on which 
the fun Ihines. It is no longer a wilh it is a hope, it it 
the confidence of fuccefs, which makes the fame So- 
pluder, adopting the prophedc ftiain, announce to 
Kings and the Priedfao^, that, thanks to the unioit, 
toils, and unrelenting warfare of the.Philofopben, the 
day will come wfa^ the fun diall ihine on none but 
free men, a day, when man, recognizing no other 
^ mader than his reafon, when Tyrants and their Slavey 
when Frieds, together with their dupid and hypoii 
critical ag^ts, u^l have no further exidence butjm 
hidory or on dage.’’* At length the whole ea^ 
tent of their plots is revealed, and^ revealed by that a» 
ilept who was at the head of the Sopludicafed fchooi; kf 
kirn, whom the oi^iiai maders bad judged to be the 
nioft proper petfon to fuceeedi them and as* mod dionglff 
fired wi& their fpirit; by him, in fine, who proves 10 
be their gnaUjl ctm^la^on in their lad moments, aS they 
leave a' chief to their dhool worthy of themielves**^ 

That their confpiraoy might be oomplete, the Rojal Att^ 
tbarity and the Priafibood were not to rrid but in hidory 
or on the dage. In the former, as the fubje£b of csh 
lumny and all the imprecations of the fed ^ on thelat^ 
ler, as an obje& of public derifion* 

Gondotcet is not, howeverv the only one of the Evl^encs 
Sophi^rs^ who, exulting in the fucced of their doubld of inany 
eonl^racy,. lay open its fouroe and ihew iti fffringing 
dom that amcert and onderftanding of the Sdjjhiftsrsi 
umting their means, their labaurs, and dire^lig them 
atone time againd the throne^ at another againd the 
altar, with a common wiih' of crulhing bothi the one 
and the other. Coodorcet is, without doubt,; the 
Sophider who betrays the greateft vanity on the fubje£f^ 
becaule he is: the adept who, fcoffing atallifliame and 
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diiclaiiiiing everf moral fendment, would bluih tbe Itfaft 
' in dcfcribing thofe artifices which he fo complacently 
relates; for it was he that could udth the leaft embar* 
raflinem reconcile that atrocious diffimulation, thofe 
tortuous plans, thofe fnares laid at once for Priefts, 
Kings, and Nations, to the rules of honour, prolnty^ 
and truth i while the whole condud: of his fchool ex* 
liibits a concatenation of guilt and cunning, unworthy 
of the Philofopher, and becoming the odious confpira* 
tor only. Many other adepts fpeak their true fend* 
ments, when they declare their Mief that the publica* 
don of their proceedings can be no,bar to the fuccefa 
of the confpiracy. 

lisHarpe The Editors of tht Mercure^ LaHarpe, Marmontel, 
lHid Mar- and Champfort, had nearly been as explicit as Condor* 
cct, when they publiflicd the following fentence, « It 
is the arm of the people that executes Revolutions^ 
<< but it is the meditations of the (age that prepare 
them.^* Thefe adepts, like Condorcet, reprefentour 
, pretended fages as dhre^iing by filent and tortuous means^ 
the minds of the people toward that Revoludon which 
was to fhiver the fcepter of Lewis XVI. and whofe 
grand objcd was to break the pretended yoke of the Pfiefi<^ 
hood in order to break that of the Pretended Tyrants^ of Ty¬ 
rants fuch as Lewis XVI. the moft humane and juft of 
Kings, and whofe fondeft purfuit was the happinefs of 
his fubjeAs. ‘Before Condorcet and our Sophifters of 
the Mercure many other adepts had (hewn this concert 
dnd union, and had claimed the honor of this Revolu* 
don menacing every throne, as the glorious atchieve* 
ments of their fchool. Let us hearken to a man illuf- 
jhrious ill the annals of Phiiofophifm, and whom as fuch 
we may fuppofe well informed as to their plots. 

Mr. de la Metherie is not one of the common daft 
of adepts ; on the contrary, he was one of thofe who 
' had the art of infinuadng Atheifm with all the fedudion 
of natiiral fctence. So early as bn the ift of January 
typo, this adept, who was defervedly looked upon mu 
one of ihf moft learned of the fed, begins his obfer^ 
vations and memoirs with thefe remarkable words 
At length the happy day is come when Philofopby 
«« triumphs over all its enemies. They arc .obliged 
** to own, that it is the light which Philofophy has 
fpread, more cfpecially of late years, that has produ- 
• f* ccd the great events which will difiingui/b the end of this 
ff emtury!\ ‘^hat atp thefe great eyenft which 
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learned Atheift claims in the name of Philofophy ? They 
are thofe of a Revolution which difcovers man breaking 
thf Jhaclles of Jlavery^ and'{baking o£F the yoke with 
which audacious Defpots had burthened them. It is the 
people recovering their inalienable rights of making 
alone the laws, of depofing Princes, of changing or 
continuing them according to their will and pleafure, 
and of viewing their Sovereigns in no other light than 
as men who cannot infringe thefe popular laws nmthout 
being guilty of treafon to the people. Left the principles on 
which thefe pretended rights were founded (hould be 
forgotten> he repeats them withenthufiaftic eloquence; 
left the glory of fuch leiibns and their confequences 
ihould attributed to any but the mafters of his fchool; 
left 5 in (hort, the intention and concert of its authors 
Ihould not be fufficiently evident, he tells us, and that 
at the very moment when the unfortunate Lewis XVL 
is^ the fport of that legiilative and fovereign populace. 

It is thefe truths repeated thoufands and thoufands oC 
<< times by the Philofophers of humanity, that have op* 

** crated thofe precious eSeStSf ib long ezpeded i” he 
carefully adds, that if France is the firft to burft the 
fetters of Defpotlfm, it is becaufe the Philofophers had 
prepared them for fuch noble efforts by a multitude of epo^ 
cillent writings. And that we might be acquainted to 
what extent &efe fuccefles prepared by Philofophy are 
to be carried by the concert of thefe leflbns repeated 
ihatfands and thoufands of times^ the adept La Metherie 
continues, The fame lights are propagating through* 
out other nations, and foot) they will cry out like the 
•« French, we are determined to be free —^Let the brilliant 
•* fuccefs which Philofophy has jufi gained be a new fpur 
to their courage—Lf/lAT perfuaded that our labours 

^ will not be fruitlefs!^ 

The foundation of this hope (and never let the hif* 
torian lofe fight of this obfervation, fince the Philofo* 
phers inceflantly repeat it) refts on the profpedf of an 
approaching Revolution in religious matters. It is be* 
caufe feds equally inimical to Royalty and Chriftianity 
are daily increafing in numbers and ftrength, particu* 
larly in North^America and in Germany. It is becaufe 
the new tenets are flently propagated^ and that all thefe 
fefis unite their effForts with thofe of Philofophifm. 

He delineates the extent of their hopes, by declar* 
ing that Philofophy, after having conquered Liberty in 
^erica and France, will carry its. conquefts on the 
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So 

one fide into Poland, on the other into Spun and Italy, 
and even into Turkey; nay, more, that it will pene¬ 
trate into the moit diftant regions; and that £gyp4 
Syria, and India itfelf, lhall be tributary to it,* 

Were it nccefiary to feek further proof that this Rev¬ 
olution had been the work of the combined efforts, of 
the wiflics and labors of our modern Sophiffers, Lia 
Metherie will tell us, that he had clearly announced it 
to all Sovereigns when he faid, Princes, do not de- 
u ceive yourfelves— Tell rai/es the Jlandard of Liberty 
«« a/id he is Jltlovfed his fellow citizens. The whole 
« power of Philip 11. could not prevail againft Hcd- 
« land ; and a cheft of tea liberates America from the 
<< yoke of the Englllh. In all energetic nations Lih^ 
<< erty raifes itfelf on the ruins of Defpotifm; but Ja#> 
<< feph II. and Lewis XVL were far from thinking 
^ this warning regarded them. May Kings, Arifto- 
crats, andTheocratsprofit by this example I*’ Should 
they continue deaf to his voice, t^e fame fage will 
Ihrug his (boulders,, and, pitying,, fay, Thefe privi- 
if leged perfons are bad calculators of the courfe of 
the human mind and of the influence bf Philofophy^ 
<< and let them remember that their fall in France wau 
if accelerated by the neglcSt of fuch calculations«”f 
Another Fhilofopher not lefs vain than La Metherie, 
extolling and revealing, the plans, intentions and plots 
of the fe<^, with nearly as much perfpicuity asi Con*^ 
dorcet, is alfo acknowledged by it for one of its pro>» 
founded adepts. This is Gudin, «who, adding his 
reveries to thofe of Jean Jaqoes, makes the glory of his 
madets confid not only in the principles and the wi(h of 
the revolution, butin all they had done to bring it about, 
and which enabled them to announce it as infallible. 

This adept Gudin goes much farther; for he tells-us, 
that it was not the intention of the Philoibphers) to ope¬ 
rate this Revolution by the arm of the people^ but bfi 
means of the King and his Miniders $ that they had 
forewarned them that it was in vain fo.r them to> pretend 
to dop it. According to him, a th^e faipeA Philofb** 
a phers who,, under the ancient order of .thit|ga»' h)»d 
a told the King, his Council, and his Miniftevs^ tiaf 
a thefe changes would take place in fpite of themy^ fi the^ 
would not adopt themy lay at diis prefent day to thefe 

* ObCervations on Experimeota] Philofophy and Natural Htb> 
tory, January 1790. Preliminary Difcourfe. 
t tdemy January 1791, page i;o. 
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** who oppofe the conftitution, that it would be impof- 
«« fible to return to die old form of government^ which- 
ever might be the party that carried the day, it being 
too imperfe£t and too much diferedited even by the 
enemies of the new conftitution,”* 

Thefe men therefore, whom we fee to-day under the 
fiame of Philofophers, fo numerous and fuch zealous 
partizans of that Revolution which dethrones Kings ; 
which invefts the Sovereignty in the hands of the peo¬ 
ple, and executes, fyftems the moft dire£dy oppofite to 
the authority of Monarchs ; thefe men, before they 
attempted to accomplilh their plans by the arm of the 
people, had already revolutionized the public opinion 
to that degree, and were fo certain of their fuccefs, 
that they boldly threatened both Kings and their Minify 
ters, if they would not adopt their Revolutionary ideas, 
with the completion of that long wifticd for Revolution, ^ 
in fpiteof all oppoGtion. 

It would be endlffs to quote the multitude of proofs 
which atteft, that Philofophifm only waited for the fuc¬ 
cefs of its plots, to glory in having contrived them. 

Iht hiftorian will find thofe proofs in the numerous 
difeourfes pronounced by the adepts, either at the Ie« 
gifladve club called National AfTcmbly, or at the regu¬ 
lating* club called the Jacobins; fcarcely will he hear 
the name of Philofophers pronounced in thefe revolution¬ 
ary dens, without the grateful acknowledgment of their 
being the authors q{ the Revolution. 

1 could adduce proofs of a different nature. The 
adepts, for example, who many years before the Revo¬ 
lution entrufted with their fccrct thofe whom they wilh- 
ed to gain over to their party. I could name that Bcrgicr. 
Counfellor, that Sophiftcr Bergicr, whom Volt we 
mentions as the moft zealous adept.f I am acquainted 
with the perfon to whom this fccrct was entrufted five 
years before the Revolution, in the Park of St. Cloud, 
to whom Bergicr without the leaft hefitation faid, that 
the time was not diftant when Philofophy would tri¬ 
umph over Kings^and the Priefthood. That as to Kings, 
their Empire wasiatan end, and that the downfal of 
the grandees and nobility was equally certain. That 
the pans had been too well laid, and things were too 
{ far advanced, to leave room for any doubt of fuccefs. 

But the man who has fince entrufted me with thefe fe- 

P ^ Supplement to tke Social Conuaft, Chap, s, Part III. 
t Gen. Corr^pcmdeace# 
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Alfonfc 
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Tcftimony 
of the re¬ 
penting 
he Roi. 


CretSf though he gave them to me in writing, vrill ndt 
confent to have his name mentioned. He, like manjf 
others, at that time believed the dogmatic aflertions of 
the Sophifter, whom he knew to be one of the moft 
profligate of the fe6l, to be thofe of folly. And at 
prefent like many others, not conceiving how much it 
imports to hiflory that fads of this kind ihould be au^^ 
thenticated by witnefies of known veracity, he facriii** 
CCS that grand objed to the delicady of not betraying 
what appears to have been but a confidential commu¬ 
nication. 

Bound by fuch fcrupulofities, I am obliged to pafs 
over many fuqh anecdotes, that would (how the Sophif- 
ters entrufling thefecretsof their plots, and foretelling 
as clearly as Bergier did, the downfal of Kings and the 
triumph of Philofophy. I will confent even to fup^ 
prefs the name of a French nobleman who, refident in 
Normandy, received the following letter : “ Monficur 
Le Comte, do not deceive yourfelf. This is not a 
fudden dorm. The Revolution is made and confum*- 
mated. It has been preparing for thefe laft fiftj 
years, and that by fome of the greateft geniufes iii 
<< Europe. It has its abettors in every cabinet* There 
<< will be no other Ariftdcracy but that of wit, and 
« you certainly will have a greater claim to that than 
<< any body elfe.” This letter was written, a few days 
after the taking of the Baftile, by Alfonfc le Roi, a 
phyfician. It needs no comment. 

It is now time to call my reader’s attention to that 
other Le Roi whom we have nientioned in the firft part 
of our Memoirs. He is not the vain Sophifter glory¬ 
ing in his plots, not a Condorcet, a La Metherie, a 
Gudin, or an Alfonfe, who exulttngly behold the triw 
umph of Philofophy in the crimes perpetrated and in 
the plots framed againd the Altar and the Throne. No, 
this is the fhamefaced and repenting adept/ whom for- 
row and remorfe obliged to reveal a fecret burding from 
him in the agony of grief. But both the repentant and 
the proud adept perfedfly agree in their evidence. For 
it would be a drange error to believe, that the declara¬ 
tion of Lc Roi and the objecl of his remorfe were 
confined to the Antichridian Confpiracy. At the 
riod when he made his declaration neither the condku-' 
tion nor the oath of apodacy bad been decreed. It had 
not as yet been propofed to plunder and profane the 
temples, and to aboiilh the public woribip. No blow 
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had been given to the fytnbol of Chriftianity. All was 
prepared and daily ftarting into exiftence; but as yet 
the afiembly had only trefpafled againft the political au¬ 
thority and the rights of their Sovereign. It was at 
the fight of thcfe firft crimes thatLe Rolls reproached 
with the miferable effefls of his fchool, and it was to 
this reproach he anfwered, To whom do you fay fo ? I 
know it hut too well^ and I Jhall die of grief and remorfe. 

When he difclofed all the heinoufnefs of the plot fra¬ 
med by his fecret academy at the Hotel d’Holbach> 
when he declares that it was there that the Confpiracy, 
whofe dire efie£ls they then beheld, had been formed 
and carried on; the plots which he detefts are thofe 
that he fees attacking the Thrope. If he declares thofe 
at the fame time which had been formed againft the al¬ 
tar, it is becaufe they had been the forerunners of the 
above, becaufe it was neceflary to (how that the hatred 
which the people had conceived for their King, arofe 
from that which had been inftilled into them againft 
their God. Thus while the declaration of this unhap¬ 
py adept authenticates the confpiracy of the Sophifters 
againft religion, it equally demonftrates that contrived 
againft the Throne. 

It would be in vain to obje€l that this unhappy man 
loved his King \ he calls all prefent to witnefs that he 
is attached to the pcrfon of Lewis XVI. how could he 
then join in a confpiracy againft him ? But it is in vain, 
all is confiftent, all is combined in this mind racked with 
remorfe. This unhappy Secretary of the Confpiring 
Academy might have loved the perfon of the Monarch, 
but detefted Monarchy, detefted it at lead as it exifted, 
and in the light in which his mafters had taught him to 
confider it, that is to fay, as irrcconcileable with their 
principles of Liberty, Equality, and Sovereignty of the 
people. We (hall fee hereafter, that opinions differed 
very much in this fccret academy. Some wilhed to have 
a King, or at lead to preferve the appearance of one in 
the new projefled order of things; others, and they 
were to carry the day, objeded to the very name or any 
appearance of Royalty, and both parties were unani¬ 
mous in their attacks againft Royalty as then exifting. 

The one wifhed for a Revolution partly combined of 
Montefquieu^s fyftem, partly of Jean Jaques’s. The 
other wifhed to eftablifh it on the confequences which 
Jean Jaques had deduced from Montcfquicu’s princU 
Vph IL , N 
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pies. But both were leagued in Rebellion^ and botb 
confpired to bring about a Revolution. The repenting 
adept wanted a half Revolutioni nor did he believe tiiat 
the people, when put in motion, would proceed to thofe 
excefles which he detefted. He flattered himfelf that 
the Confpiring Philofophers who ftirred op the populace 
would be able to dire£t its motions *, that they would 
infpire this populace with a proper refpeS for the per- 
fon and even for the dignity of a Prince whom he loved 
and refpefled as a Frenchman and a Courtier, while as 
a Sophifter he dethroned him. This is all that his re- 
morfe and his proteftations of attachment for the perfon 
of Lewis XVL can indicate. He wilhed to make him 
a King fubfervient to the views and fyftems of the Soph- 
ifters, and he reduced the unfortunate Monarch to be 
the objedl of the licentious outrages of the populace ^ 
liich are the real caufes of his grief and remorfe. 

But the more this remnant of afieflion for his King 
appears in his declaration, the naore it corroborates his 
avowal. It is not without caufe that a man accufes 
himfelf of having pierced the bofom of the perfon he 
loves, or of having been concerned in a confpiracy a« 
gainft a Monarch whofe Throne he with regret beholds 
menaced with ruin. People do not accufe themfelves 
©f crimes which they deteft. Let us weigh the decla¬ 
ration of the repenting adept. What has Condorcct^ 
proud and vainly exulting in the Confpiracy of Philof- 
ophifm againft the Throne, told us, which the unhap¬ 
py Le Roi (inking under fhaoie and remorfe has not 
confirmed ? 

Their ttf- The haughty adept tells us, that of the difdples of 
timonlcs Voltaire and Montefquieu, that is to fay, of all the 
compared, principal authors of that impiety and fophiftleated pol¬ 
ity of the age^ a fchool or fe£t was formed uniting and 
combining their labors and their writings to effeduate 
the fucceffive overthrow of the religion of Chrift and 
of the Thrones of Kings. The repentant adept (hows 
us thefe fame difciples of Voltaire, Montefquieu, and 
Jean Jaques, uniting and coalefcing under the (i£litious 
name of CEconomifts at the Hotel d’Holbach ; and he 
fays it was there that the adepts dedicated their labors 
and their lucubrations to the perverfion «of the public 
opinion on the facred fubjefJis of Religion and the rights 
of the Throne. «« Moft of thofe works (his declaration 
** fays) which have appeared for a long time paft againft 
reiigm, morality^ and government^ were ourSi or 
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^ thofe of Aathors devoted to u$. They were com-* 
pofed by the members or by the orders of the focie- 
c€ ty/^# The ttithappy Le Roi not only fays againfl: 
religion and morality, but alfo againll governmemt / and 
had he not faid it, die one would be the natural conie* 
quence of the other ; for the greateft part of the wri¬ 
tings iiTued from this club of the Bardn d’HoIbach unite 
ho& objects. Soon we (hall fee them equally aiming at 
the overthrow of the Throne and of the Altar. They 
were the fame Sophifters who had combined in one and 
the fame plot the deftruffion of both. 

The adept Condorcet complacently dwells on the art 
with which the coalefced Sophifters direfted their at¬ 
tacks now at the Clergy then at Kings ^ covering truth 
with a veil which fpared the eye that was too weak, art¬ 
fully carelling religious opinions, to^ftrike at them more 
furely, ftirring up with ftill greater art Princes againll: 
the Priefthood, and the People againft their Princes^ 
fully refolved to overturn both the Altar of the 
Pried and the Throne of the Prince. Are not 
thefe the fame ftratagems which the repenting adept 
deferibes when he fays, before thefe impious and 
« feditious books were fent to the prefs, they were 
** delivered in at our office. , There wc revifed and 
** corre£i:ed them, added to or curtailed them ac- 
cording as nrcumjiances required. When our Phi- 
** lofophy was too glaring for the times, or for the ob- 
jed of the work, we brought it to a lower tint \ and 
when we thought.that we might be more daring thaA 
« the Author, we fpoke more opcnly.”f As to its ob- 
ject, its means, and its authors, we fee the account of 
this double confpiracy perfe£Uy coinciding, whether 
given by the haughty Condorcet or the repenting Le 
Roi. Both demonftrate this fchool confpiring againft 
their God and againft their King, flattering themfelves 
with fuccefs againft Monarchy, and generating that 
Revolution which was to overturn their thrones, but 
not till that period when the faith of nations, long hc^ 
fore difordered, weakened, and at length mifled by the 
fnares of the Sophifters, threatened but a flight refiftr 
ance to their attacks either againft the Altar or the 
Throne. 

The enthufiaftic pride of Condorcet, and the Ihame 
and remorfe of the penitent Le Roi, certainly had never 
concerted this confiftency in their depofitions. The 

* Sec Part the ift of thefe Memoits, page 190. f Ibid. 
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onei hardened in impiety and rebellion, preferves hia 
fccrct till that period when he thinks he may violate it 
without endangering the fuccefs of his wicked purfuits. 
He enjoys at length, he glories in this fuccefs, and rep- 
refents his accomplices as men to be revered as the ben¬ 
efactors of mankind# The other, as it were to exten¬ 
uate his crime, the very inftant his eyes are open to the 
heinottfnefs of his paft conduCt, names thofe who have 
feduced him, difclofes the place where they confpired, 
but to curfe it; and throws all the weight of his crimes 
on his perfidious mailers, on Voltaire, D’Alembert*, 
Diderot, and their accomplices. He beholds thefe men 
who have feduced him in no other light than as mon- 
fters of rebellion. When fuch oppofite paflions, fuch 
different interefls and fentiments agree in their ^pofi- 
tions on the fame confpiracy, on the fame means, and 
on the fame confpirators, truth can require no farther 
proofs; it is evidence, it is demonfiration itfelf. 

Firft fteps Such then is the firfi problem of that Revolution fo fa- 
^ the Con** tal to Monarchy. Voltaire forwards it with all his might 
conwed. confpirlng againft his God, in fpreading his doClrine 
^ of modern liberty and in artfully attacking with his far- 
Gaftic wit and fatire the pretended defpots of his own 
country and of Europe. Montefquicu traced in his 
fyftems the firft fteps toward that diforganizing liberty. 
Jean Jaques adopts Montefquieu’s principles and en¬ 
larges on their confequences. From the Equality of the 
legi/lative people, he deduces the Equality and Liberty 
6f the fi^ereigfi people; from the people efientially free 
and exercifing the right of depofing their Kings at plea- 
fure, he teaches the people to govern without them. 
The difciplcs of Voltaire, Montefquicu, and Jean Ja¬ 
ques, united and coalefced in their fecret academy, 
league alfo in their oaths ; and of thofe oaths that of 
Cjfufhing Chrift and of annihilating Kings form hut one. 
Had the proofs of thefe plots been fupported neither by 
the boafting of the haughty Sophiftcr exulting in fuc¬ 
cefs, nor by the declaration of the penitent adept ready 
•to expire at the fight of fuch fuccefles, ftill what we 
have to unfold of this mazy coalition, would equally 
demonftrate both its exiftence and its objed from the 
publicity of the means employed by the fed. 
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CHAP. V. 

Fourth Step of the Confpiracy againji Kings,—Inundation 
of Antimonarchical Books,—Frejh Proofs of the Con-^ 
fpiracy. 

•nP^HE very fact of the Confpiracy againft Monar- The au- 
1 chy having been carried on by the fame men and 
in the fame fecrct academy where the Antlchriftian Con* 
fpiracy had been debated ^nd conduced with fuch un- both con- 
relenting fury, will induce the reader to fuppofe that Api***^^ 
many of the artifices employed againft the Altar were 
equally dire£led againft the Throne. The moft fatal 
atftack on Chriftianity, and on which the Sophifters had 
beftowed their chief attention, was that which they 
made with the greateft fuccefs to imbue the minds of the 
people with the fpirit of infurreftion and revolt. Noth¬ 
ing proves this with more certainty than the care with 
which they combined their attacks againft the Throne 
with thofe againft the Altar, in that inundation of An- 
tichriftian writings which we have feen flowing like a 
torrent through every clafs of fociety. This fecond in¬ 
undation of Antimonarchical writings, by which the 
Sophifters were in hopes of perverting that fentiment 
of confidence and refpefl, which the people had for 
their fovereign, into hatred and contempt, was only a 
continuation of thofe means which they had employed, 
againft their God. Thefe writings are iflued from the 
fame manufaflory, compofed by the fame adepts, re¬ 
commended and reviewed by the fame chiefs, fpread 
with the fame profufion, hawked about from the town 
to the village by the fame agents of Holbach’s Club, 
fent free of coft to the country fchool-mafters,. that all 
clafTes of people from the higheft to the moft indigent 
might imbibe the venom of their Sophiftry. As it is 
certain that thefe writings were the grand means of 
the Sophifters in their copfpiracy againft Chrift, fo it is- ^ 
equally certain, that thefe fame produ£lions, monftrout 
digefts of the principles of impiety and of thofe of re¬ 
bellion, are irrefragable proofs that tliefe fame Sophif¬ 
ters had combined the moft impious of plots againft 
their God with the moft odious machinations againft 
Rll Kings. 
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Why their 
attacks on 
the Throne 
are mani- 
fefted fo 
late. 


In the di¬ 
vers edi¬ 
tions of 
the Ency¬ 
clopedia. 


One only difference is to be obferved, that the firft 
produftions of the Secret Society were not fo ftrongly 
tainted with the blaft of rebellion. The grand attack 
againft Monarchy was referved until the feft (hould 
have reafon to '^xpeft that their principles of impiety 
had prepared the multitude for their declamations againft 
Royalty, as they had gradually fwoln in thofe again^ 
the pretended fuperftitions of Chriftianity. Moft of 
thofe violent declamations againft Sovereigns arc pofte- 
rior not only to Montefquieu’s and Rouffeau’s fyftenas^ 
but even to the year 1761, when we beheld Voltaire re¬ 
proaching the Sophifters with feeing every thing topfy- 
turvy, becaufe in fome of their writings they trenched 
upon the Royal Prerogative. 

The Philofophers of the Encyclopedia had only allu¬ 
ded very faintly, in their firft edition of that incoherent 
compilation, to the principles of that Liberty and £- 
quality which have been fince fo much extolled by the 
enemies of Royalty; though it was a caufe of reproach 
to D’Alembert, that even in his preliminary difeourfe 
he fees hut a barbarous right in the inequality of Jlations / 
and though the Royalift or even the Subje^ of every 
flatc, of every Government, might have obje£led to 
the infertion in the Encyclopedia of that propofitipn 
which the Jacobins have fmee fo often repeated, « that 
<< the fubjeflion in which every man is bom with ref*- 
peft to his father or to his Prince, has never bcert 
<< looked upon as a tie binding unlefs by his own con-* 
fent.”* In fhort, though the Encyclopcdifts were 
the firft to enter the lifts in defence of Montefquieu, 
yet the fear of alarming the public authorities made* 
them zGt with great circumfpeftion during many years 
on this fubjeft. It was neceffary to wait iar new edi¬ 
tions. That of Iverdun waS (till too early ; and it was 
in the-edition of Geneva that thefe revolutionary prin¬ 
ciples firft made their appearance. Left they (hould 
efcapethe notice of the reader, Diderot had'repeated 
and condenfed the poifon, had decked them with all 
the array of Sophiftry in at lead three different articks.f 
There neither Montcfquicu, Jean Jaques, nor all the 
admirers of the legiilative and fovereign multitude, 
could have cavilled at a (ingle link in this brilliant con- 

* See the Philofophical Memoirs of the Baron XX. Chap. 
0^, on the Art. Government of the Encyclopedia, 
f See Edition of Geneva Articles, Droit db Geks, Epj- 

eVRSSNS, £CX.£€TIQP£S. 
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catenation of Sophifms. This perhaps might have giv¬ 
en rife to thofe fears which Voltaire exprefles in his cor- 
refpondence with D’Alembert, left this edition ihould 
not obtain the free circulation which he wifliedforin 
France. Thefe fears, however, were ill grounded^ 
for it became the moft common in ufe ; but at that pe* 
riod, that is to fay, in 1773, the Confpirators had be¬ 
gun the inundation of thofe Antimonarchical Writings 
f^rom the fecret academy, which the flighteft examina¬ 
tion wUl proveto have had no other tendency, asLe 
Roi has fince declared, than to overthrow religion, , 
morals, and government^ and particularly thofe govern¬ 
ments where the chief power isinveftedinthe Monarch. ^ 

In order to (how their concert on this laft objeflt as 
we have on the other two, let us fupprefs, if poftible, ten a^ainft 
the indignation which muft naturally arife on reciting 
the lefibns of the Sophifters. Let us fay to all fubje^is 
of Monarchies, to all fubjeds of Ariftocracies, and 
even of all Republicans not as yet jacobinixed, ^ If 
you tremble at the fight of revolutions which menace 
your government, learn at lead to know the feft which 
prepares thefe revolutions by means of the principles 
which it artfully infinuates.’ 

All religions and all governments are equally doomed 
to deftrudlion by the Sophifters. They wilh to eftabli(h 
every where a new order of things both inrchurch and 
ftate. We fee them all, or nearly all, teaching us, 
that there fcarcely exifts a fingle ftate on the whole 
globe where the rights of the equal and fovercign peo¬ 
ple are not moft intolerably infringed. If we arc to 
believe their writings and aftertions, almoft literally re¬ 
peated by a fwarm of thefe Sophifters, ignorance, 
fear, chance^ folly, fuperftition, and the imprudent 
gratitude of nations, have every where dire&ed the 
eftablifhment as well as the reformation of govern- 
« ments.” Thefe have been the folc origin of all foci- 
cties, and of all empires which have exiftcd until the / 
prcfent day. Such is. the aflertion of the Social Syjlem 
which the fecret academy publifhed as a Continuation ( 
of the Social Contraft of Jean Jaqucs; fuch are the 
ieflons taught in the EJfay on Prejudices^ which they gave 
to the public under the fuppofed name of Dumarfais ; 
fuch again is the doflrine of the Oriental Defpotifm 
which they attributed to Boulanger; fuch in fine are 
the principles of the Syftem of Nature, which Diderot^ 
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with the chofen of the cleft, after having given it cxSfU 
ence, fo carefully fc^k to circulate.*^ 

Jean Jaques, teaching that man is born free^ and yet 
that be is every nvherein chains^ aiks how this happens; and ^ 
anfwers, that he is ignorant.^ His difciples of the fccret ' 
academy were become either more learned or more dar¬ 
ing. 

The moft moderate of thefe Sophifters, or at leaft 
thofe who under the ftandard of the CEconomift Du 
Quefnay wilhed to appear fo, did not give the people a 
more flattering account of the origin or of the prefent 
ftate of their governments. It muft be owned,'* 
they tell us by the infipid pen of Dupont, << that the 
generality of nations dill remain viftims of an infi- 
<< nitude of crimes and calamities, which could not > 
** have happened if a well-condufted dudy on the law 
« of nature, on moral judice and on real and true 
politics, had enlightened the majority of intellefts. 

<< Here prohibitions are extended even to thought; there 
nations mifled by the ferocious love of conqued, fac- 
rifice the dock of which they dand mod in need for 
the cultivation of their lands, to thefe plans of ufur- 
<5 pation. Men are torn from their half.inhabited de- 
« ferts, and the fcattered riches which had been fparing- 
ly fown are feized for the purpofe of Ihedding the 
« blood of neighbouring dat^s, and of multiplying elfe- 
<< where other defects. On one fide .... on the oth- 
cr . . ,. Elfewhere . . Elfewhere ....** 

This fable pifture is terminated by twenty or thirty 
lines of dots, leaving to the imagination of the reader 
to fill them up, or to tell us, as the gentle author will^ 

** Such is Jlill tbejlate of the world; fuch has always been 
the fate of our Europe^ and nearly of the whole globe. 

The reader will remark, that the men who broach 
fuch doftrines on Governments, and widi to indil them 
into the people, take care to ini^rt them in thofe works 
which are peculiarly devoted to the indruftion of coun.. 
try farmers. He will alfo remark how exaftly they fol- 
Partku- mader Jeari Jaques. This latter, 

larly a- refufing to except England from the general fentence, 

gainft the that man was every where in chains* did not hefitate at 
Engliih go- 

vermnent. % works, particularly the Social Syftcm, Chap. 2 

andj, Vohll. 

f Chap. X, Book I. Social Contract. 

X EmphemeridesduCitoyen, Vol. VII. Operations de !.’£»- 
rope. 
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faying) " The people of England deceive themfdves 
«« when they fancy they arc free : they are fo, in fad, 
** only daring the interval between a diffolution of one 
^ Parliament and the election of another ; for, as footl 
as a new one is eleded, they are again in chains and lofi 
all their virtue as a people. And thus, by the nfe they 
make of their few moments of liberty, they deferve 
to lofe it.”* 

Receding adepts would have queftioned Jean Jaques 
to know how his equal and fovercigfi people could en¬ 
joy a greater degree of Liberty than the Engltfli, and 
how it came to pafs that they were not as much enflaved 
every where elfe as they were in their afiemblies, fince 
it was only in thefe affemblies that the people could exer» 
cife their fovereigty s and in thefe afiemblies even their 
fovereignty was null, their ads were illegitimate and 
void unlefs they had been convoked by the proper Magtf- 
irate $ fince on all other oceafions the foie duty of this 
fovcrcign people was to obey ?f But our pafiive adepts 
preferred viewing the Engliib Government in the light 
of one that was to be cried down with the reft. Na- 
tions even that flatter themfelves with being the beft 
c< governed, fuch as England, for example, have, na 
further pkafure but that of perpetually ftmggling a- 
«* gainft die Sovereign Power, and of rendering their 
** natural impofts inadequate to the public expenditure, 
cf —Of feeing both their prefent and future revenues, 
<< the fortunes and manfions of their pofterity, in ihort 
M of half their ifland, fold and alienated by their re- 
prefentatives, &c,—England at this price, too dear 
by three fourths, forms a Republic, in which, lucki- 
ly for her, a couple of excellent law are to be found; 
<< but as to her conilitution, notwithftanding all that 
« Montefquieu has faid to the contrary, it does not ap- 
« pear much to be envied.”^ 

Our refped for that nation forbids us to continue 
our citations from this declamatory work.—^What wc 
have already quoted will fuffice to ftiow how much the 
Sophifters wifhed by means of thefe fcurrilous harangues 
to perfuade all nations, that, fince the fovereignty of 
the people was fo ftrangely violated even in England, 
andifit wasneceflaryforher to overthrow her conftU 

* Social Centrtfl, Chap. 15, Book III. 
f Chap. 12 and 12, Book III. 
i Dupont on the Republic of Geneva, Chap. IV. 

Vol. U. *^0 
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Hatred of 
the Soph- 
ifters a- 
fainft all 
Kings. 


Helvetius 
and many 
others. 


tution to rc-c(labli(h the people in their rights, how 
much greater muft be the necelEty of a Revolution for 
all other nations being ther foie hope of breaking their 
chains. 

This was only an indiref): attack of the fophifters a- 
gainft Kings, under whofe Government mod nations 
live. Nor muft the reader expe£t to fee Philofophifm 
circumferibing its efteds to render every throne odious, 
within the narrow fphere of commenting on the feditious 
parts of Montefquicu, Jean Jaques, or Voltaire. 

Montefquieu had reprefented prejudice as the prime 
mover of Monarchies. He had declared that it was 
very difEcult for a people to be virtuous under that form 
of Government. Helvetius, iallying forth from his fe- 
cret academy,andcarrythefe principlesto greater lengths, 
exclaims, The true Monarchy no more than a Con- 
ftitution invented to corrupt the morals of nations and 
enjlave them ; witnefs the Romans when they gave a 
King or a Defpot to the Spartans and Britons.’’*^ 

Jean Jaques had taught nations, that if the authority 
of Kings came from God, it was by the fame channel 
through which ficknefs and other public fcourges came.f 
—Raynal follows him to inform us, that thefe Kings 
are wild beajls who devour nations A third Sophif- 
ter prefents himfelf who tells us, all ** your Kings are 
the firjl executioners of their fuhjeBs; and force and 
** pidity were the founders of their thrones —Another 
tells us, Kings arc like.Saturn in the Heathen My- 
tliology, who devours his own children others 
again fay, the Monarchical form of Government, pla- 
cing fuch great force in the hands of one man, muft 
by its very nature tempt him to abufe his power 5 
«« and by that means, placing himfelf above the laws, 
he will exercife Tyranny and Defpotifm^ which are the 
two greatejl calamities that can hefal a fiateT^ The 
mod moderate of their declamations on Royalty fup* 
pofes too great a dijlance between the Sovereign and the Sub^ 
jeBfor it ever to be looked upon as a wife Govern¬ 
ment and that if a King be abfolutely neceflary, we 


* Of man, note to Sed. 9, Vol. II. 

+ Emile, Vol. IV. and Social Contra<ft. 
i Phiiolophical and Political Hiftory, See. Book XIX. Vol. IV. 
5 Syftem of Reafon. 

Ij See E^y on Prejudice, the Orimtal Defpotifm, and So - 
ciai Syftem, Chap, z and 3. Y Ibid. 
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xieyerfhould forget, that he only ought to be the firfi 
CommifUioner of the nation, 

But this neceffity grieved the Sophifters to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that, to make their countrymen triumph over it, 
they inceffantly repeat that France is under the yoke of 
Dejpotifnty njohofe peculiar property is to debafe the mind and 
degrade the foul: that their country even, governed by 
Kings, can find no remedy for its misfortunes but in 
falling a prey to a foreign enemy ; that as long as they arc 
fwayed by the fcepter of Kings, “ they arc invincibly 
and by the very form of government brought down to 
** brutal degradation. That it is in vain to difFufe light 
on the French^ as it will only (how them the misfor- 
tunes of Defpotifm without enabling'them to with- 
draw from its opprefGon.’* 

What they fay to their countrymen they proclaim to 
all the nations of the earth. They have confecrated 
whole volumes to perfuade ^tmthat it is a ptfillanimous 
fear alone that has created and fill maintains Kings on 
their thrones.^ They proclaim to the Eiigliih, the Span¬ 
iards, the Pruflians, the A^ftrians, indifcriminatcly 
with the JFrcnch, that the people are as much flaves in Eu^ 
rope as they are in America that ,the only advantage they 
enjoy over the Negroes isy that they may leave one chain to 
take another. They proclaim that the inequality of power 
in any (late whatever, and particularly the re-union of 
the fupreme power in their chiefs, is the hei^t of folly : 
that that fpirit of Liberty and of Independence which 
cannot bear with a fuperior, much lefs with Kings and 
^Sovereigns, is the infinB of nature enlightened by reafon. 
They brandifh that parallel fword which was to glide 
along the heads of Kings, and mow off thofe which 
rofe above the horizontal plane.\ 

If nations, wife in experience, and defpifing the 
declamations of a feditious Ffiilofophifm, fought an 
afylum under the proteftionof a King, or if to crulh 
anarchy they had extended the authority of the Mon¬ 
arch, it was then that one might behold the adepts ex¬ 
claiming in their rage, at this humiliating fight (of 
<< a nation of the North, of Sweden, re-eftablilhing 
the rights of its Monarch,) who is there that does 
<< not a(k himfelf, what then is man f What is that pro- 

** Helvetius on Mao. 

^ See the Oriental Defisrotifin in particular, 
f See Philofophical and Poliucal Hiftory, byRaynah &c. 
Vol. pi. a^lV.p^w. 




RayaaL 



AKTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


found and original fenfe of dignity with which he is 
fuppofed to be endowed ? Is be then born for inde* 
« pendence or for flavery ? What then is that ftlly flocks 
called a nation. Mean populace ! filly flock! What, 
^ content to groan when you ought to roar ? cowardly, 
ftupid populace ! fince this perpetual opprefllon gives 
you no energy—fince you are millions, and, never- 
** thelefs, fufler a dozen of children (called Kings) ar- 
«« med with little flicks (called Scepters) to lead you 
as they pleafe } obey, but fubmit without importu^ 
« ning us with your complaints, and learn to be un- 
happy, if you don’t know how to be free.”f 
Had every nation murdered its Sovereign at the time 
when Philofophifm broached fuch do£trine, what would 
they have done more than pra£life the leflbns of the 
Sophiflers ? When we fee that it was the very leaders 
of the fe£t who held fuch language, an Helvetius or a 
Boulanger, a'Diderot or a Raynal; when we know that 
it was thofe very produ£rions in which fuch fentiments 
were advanced that endeared them to the fedl, what 
can we fuppofe was the meaning of this concert, of 
this union of the mofl celebrated adepts ? What could 
be their plans ? Where did they aim their blows, if not 
at the Throne as well as the Altar ? Was it not againfl 
them that their rage was conftantly let loofc ? What 
other Revolution did they meditate, if not that which 
buries the altar and the throne beneath the ruins of the 
ftate ? 

I know what is incumbent on Hiftory to add with 
refpe£l to fome of thefe Sophiflers, to Raynal for ex¬ 
ample. I know that when this adept beheld the Revo¬ 
lution, he (huddered at the fight of its excefles, that he 
even flied tears ; and that when he appeared at the bar 
of the new Legiflators, he dared reproach them with 
having o’er-ftepped the limits which Philofophy had 
preferibed. But this apparition of Raynal at the bar, 
or rather this comic feene which had been vainly pre¬ 
pared by the humbled and jealous Revolutioni^s, 
in oppoficion to the Revolutionifls triumphant in 
their f^uccefles, only furniflies us with a new proof ' 
of the plots of the Sophiflers.-—For it was in their 
name that Raynal dares addrefs the new l^egiflators, 
faying, < That is not what we wiflied for; you have 
broken through the Revolutionary line which we 

f See Philofophical and Political Hiftory, by Raynal, &c. 
Vol. III. and IV. pajim^ 
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had tnced/f What can fuch language mean, and are 
we not au^orized to anfwer. the man who holds it, 

* Thefc rebels do not follow the line which you and 
your fages had traced for the Revolution ! There was 
then a Revolution which you and your fages had medi¬ 
tated and planned. Are the plans of Revolutions * 
againft Kings carried on without the plots of rebellion i 
Could thofe Revolutions which you planned differ from 
thofe which your lefibns on Liberty and Equality prog«- 
nofticated ! or, when you brand every nation which 
fuffFers itfelf to be governed by its lawful King, or which 
contents itfelf with groaning when it ought to roar againft 
its Sovereign, with the appell&tion of a flly flock of cow^ 
ards And when thefe nations begid to roar why 
fhould you complain ? So far from having tranfgrefled 
the bounds you had preferibed, our Legiflative Jacobins 
have not yet attained the goal you had pointed out. 

The parallel fword has not yet glided over the heads of 
'Kings ; wait then till there {ball not exifi a (ingle King 
upcm earth; and even then, fo far from having over- 
(hot your do£f rines, Jacobinifm will only have followed 
thnm to the'very letter.* 

f Let the reader confult the difcooie he pronounced at th6 
bar of the National AiTembly, and he will find that the whole 
drift of his fpeech turns on thofe two lines. I< know that this 
Sophifter at his retreat near Paris wept bitterly on the excefles of 
the Revolution, that he threw the fault principally on the Fiench 
Calviaifts, and cried out, ** It is thofe wretches, 1 fee it clearly, 

^ it is thofe men for whom 1 have done fo much, that plunge 

us into all thefe horrid feenes/^ Thefe words were related to 
me by an Attorney-General of the Parliament of Grenoble'on 
the very day he had heard them, and a few days before the fii« 
mous loth of Auguft 179s. 3 ut what do fuch tears prove ? 
Without doubt Raynal and bis brotherhood did not wi(h for all 
thofe butcheries, the infamy of which he wiihes to throw upon 
the Calving. But Rabaud de St. Etienne, Baroave, and the 
other Caiviniffs, whether deputies, aftors, or leaders, were not 
the only men formed by hisThilofophy. The mafters wifhed 
for a Revolution after their faffiion, but Uie difciples confummate 
it according to their own ideas. And by what right can thofe 
men who have formed the rebel, complain of the exceffes, 
crimes, and atrocious deeds of his rebellion ! Obferve—Wc are 
told allb, that in the end Raynal returned to his religion. He 
would be another great example to be added to La £Urpc. If 
this be really the if even diofe who have fo greatly contrib¬ 
uted to the Revolution by their impiety acknowledge tnat to re¬ 
turn to that God they begun by deferttng, is the only means of 
expiating their crime, how culpable is it 4Q thofe who, after ha¬ 
ving fallen a iacrifice to that Revolution, expofe even in exile 
theur impiety to public view! How unfortunate is it for them to be 
at once the jidim of the Jacobin.aad the Icandal of the Chriftian ? 
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To fuch an anfwrer, which RaTnal fo richly deferved^ 
the National Aflembly might have added, ‘ Before you 
complain, begin by thanking us for the juftice we have 
rendered jou. One of our members,* friendly to 
Philofoph^Tiike you, has reprefented to us the Injuf- 
tice of Kings whom you had fet at defiance, he has 
fliown us in your perfon the facred liberty of Philofo- 
phy opprefTed by Dcfpotifm. At the very name of 
rhilofopher, we difeovered our mafter, the worthy ri¬ 
val of Voltaire, D’Alembert, Jean Jaques, and of fo 
many others, whofe writings and concert haftened our 
fuccefles. We have Hftencd to the prayer of your 
friends, we have reftored you to Liberty under the eye 
of that very King, whom you taught us to revile, go 
and peacefully enjoy the advantages of frieridfhip, and 
of the decrees of the national aflembly, while it will 
continue to run the courfe which you have marked out.’ 

Thus even the vain proteftations of humiliated Phi- 
lofophifm, reduced to blufli at the excefies naturally at¬ 
tendant on its doftrines, every thing in fhort concurs 
to demonftrate the exiftence of their Confpiracies. 

But partial attacks of the adepts are not fufficient ; 
the reader mud behold them encouraging each other, 
prefling the execution of their plots, and the infurreo 
tion of the people againft their Sovereigns. Let him 
hear the fame Raynalconvoking the adepts, and calling 
out to them, Sages of the earth, Phihfophers of 
<< NATIONS, make thofe mercenary flaves blufh who 
.are always ready to exterminate their fellow-citizens 
«« at the command of their mailers. Make nature ani 
“ humanity rife in their fouls againfl: fuch a perverlion 
of the focial laws. Learn that liberty is the gift of 
God^ but authority the invention of man* Bare to the 
light thofe m^eries vfhich encompafs the univerje with 
“ chains, and darhufs ; and may the people, learning 
<< how much their credujity has been impofed upon, 
<< avenge the glory of the human. fpecies.”f 

The art and folicitude with which the Sophifters feek 
to preclude Kings from the fuccour they might one day 
have drawn from the fidelity of their troops, is worthy 
of attention. We fee in thefe difeourfes by what means 
the French army firft imbibed thofe principles which 
have been fo often and fo fucccfsfully employed by the 
revolutionids to reftrain and damp their courage, and 

♦ The honour of Raynal’s recal was attribated to Mr.Malouet. 
t Ibid.Vol.l. 
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thchr adivity. We fee how they facceeded in repre- 
fenting as rebels fo many of their brethren^ againft 
whom humanity, nat.%:e, and the focial laws, forbad 
them to turn their arms, though it were to defend the 
life and authority of their lawful Sovereign. We fee 
thefe Sophifters bearing down all oppofition, and pre¬ 
paring a free courfe for all the fury of that horde of re¬ 
bels or of pretended patriots, that they might brandifh, 
without fear, the hatchet and the pike. The reader 
may obferve them difpofing the armies meanly to betray 
their Sovereigns under the pretence of fraternizing 
with rebels and aiTalfins. 

To thefe; villainous precautions, which deftroyed in 
the rebels the fear of the Royal forces, let us add the 
pains they took to rob Kings of what fupport religion 
and Heaven itfelf might have given them, that affedfa- * 
tion of extinguifhing all remorfe in rebellion, and of 
pointing out the God who protects Kings as an objeft of 
deteftation. How could it be poflible for us to miftake 
the double tendency of doftrines at once dictated by the 
phrenzy of rebellion and of impiety } 

« It is only in a numerous, fixed, and civilized date DiderotV 
of fociety, that, wants daily multiplying, and inter- 
«« efts difiering, Governments have been obliged to ^ ^ 

" haVe recourfe to laws, public forms of worfhip, and 
uniform fyftems of religion. It is then that the gov- 
“ ernors of the people invoke that ^ tnvijihh ponv 
rr/, to rejlrainthem^ to render them docile^ and to oblige 
‘‘ them to live in peace. It is thus that morality and pol- 
icy form a part of the religious fyftem. Chiefs of 
nations^ often fuperftitious themfelves, little acquaint- 
“ ed with their own interefts, or verfed in found mo- 
rality, and blind to the real agents, believe they fc- 
« their own authority as well as the happinefs and 
peace of fociety at large, by immerging their fub- 
jefts in fuperftition, by threatening them with their 
<< invifible phantoms (of their divinity) and by treating 
“ them like children, who arc quieted by means of fa- 
« bles and chimeras. Under the fhadow of fuch fur- 
prizing inventions, and of which the chiefs themfelves 
are often dupes, tranfmitting them from generation 
“ to generation. Sovereigns Wieve themfelves excufed 
from feeking any farther iwrudilion. They negleft 
the laws, they enervate themfelves in luxury, and 
are Haves to their caprices They confide in the 
« gods for the government of their people. They de- 
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liver over the inftrufiion of their fubje^Jls to priefhr 
who are to render them very devout and fubmiffive^ 
«* and teach them from their eaftieft youth to tremble 
« both before the vifiblc and invifible gods. 

It is thus that nations are kept in a perpetual awe 
«« by their governors, and are only reftrained by vain 
** chimeras. When the happinefs of man fhall become 
the objcfk of real inveftigation, it will be with the 
« gods of heaven that the reform mud begin. No good 
** government can be founded on a defpoite god ; 

** he ovilf aiwajs make tyrants of his reprefentatives!^ 

Is it poflible to combine their attacks in a more vil¬ 
lainous manner againft the God of heaven and the 
powers of the earth ? Tyrants or Kings have invented 
a god, and this god and his priefts fupport alone the 
authority of thefe Kings and Tyrants. This perfidious 
afTertion is perpetually repeated throughout the famous 
Syftem of Nature, and this is the work which the fe« 
cret academy difleminates with the greafeft profufioii* 
But neither Diderot nor his aiTociates will hefitate at 
going to much greater lengths, notwithdanding the 
height to which they had carried their hatred in this 
famous fyftem. If we arc to believe them, all the vi¬ 
ces and crimes of Tyrants, the oppreifion and misfor¬ 
tunes of the People, ail originate in the attributes of 
the juftice of the God of the Gofpcl. That God of 
vengeance^ fo terrible to the wicked; that God^ the r^- 
muneratoTy the confolation, and the hope of the juft 
man, is in the eyes of the Sophifter no more than -a chU 
tnerical and capricious beings folely ufeful to Kings and 
Priejts. It is becaufe Priefts are perpetually ftunning 
both Kings and People with this God of vengeance and 
remuneration that Priefts are wicked, Kings defpotic and 
tyrannic, in fhort the people opprefled. It is upthat 
account, we fee that Princes even the mojl abjeBlyfuper’^ 
fiitious are no more than robbers ; too proud to be humane^ 
too great to be juf ; and who are inventing for their own 
ufe a particular code of perfidy, violence, andvtreach- 
* ety. It is on this account, that nations, degraded by 
fuperftition, will fuffer children^ or^Cings made giddy 
vtnth flattery^ to govern them nvith an iron rod. With 
this God of vengeance remuneration, thefe children^ 
or foolifli kings into gods^ are mafler^ of the 
law. It lies in their hreajl to decide what is jujl or unjujt. 
With this God their licenthufnefs has no bounds^ becaufe 
they are certain of impunity^Aceufiomed to no other fear 
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^ thij ^ as if they had nothing U fsMU 
Qod of vengeance an4 remuneration is the caufe 
•why hijhty Jwenrn^s ffvith •wicked and vicious potentates * • 

. In tr^nfcjpiVing the& Oiort eictrafb^ we have abridged 
{NTQlia ch^ptem tending to infufe that hatred for God 
^nd into the Hofinds of the people^ which animip 
titd ehe heading adepts. Nobody could -letter exprefr to 
W^hf t degree he was indamed by ic than Diderot him- 
jfelf* .We haire feoi Voltaire, in a moment of pfareiixy% 
iwiibii^ to fee the loft J^uit ftranglcd with the entvaUa 
0 >f thi.Jaft Janfenift. The fame frantic rage had infpi- 
cod .Diderot with the fame idea on Priefts and Kings s 
wAi it^was well known in Paris, that in his fits of rage 
he wPuld ei^claim, Ah f when then frail I fee the kfr 
J^ing firangled with the bowels of the Jsfr Priejl /f > 

reader may be furprized at hearing that the Syfi- 
aem of Nature was not the moft virulent produ&ion 
which the Club of Holbach had publifhed to incite the 
poojple ; to rehellipa and to perfuade them to confider 
their Kings and Princes in no other light than as 
fters to be cruihed. The adept or adepts who had com- 
pofed the^fcoe/ Syfiem availed themfelves of die impref- 
jlipn Diderot’s work had made. They are inore f eCerved 
oh Athiilfn,‘only to be more virulent againft. iCinM# 
Theobje£l: of this work is to perfuade the people th^ 
they are the vi£lims of a long ftate of warfare, whiqh 
ended by throwing them under the yoke of. Kings. Bg^ 
they were hot to abandon all hope of breaking tnejy 
chains, and even of loading their Kings with t^entp 
though they had .been hitherto unfuccefsful. Therp 
the imaginatioin is worked upon, and the meaneft fufe- 
is taught to fay to his Sovereign, « We h^ve pr^ 

“ ved the Weakeft, we, have fubimtted to force \ but other 
«* froHld> ide ^er become the JlrongeJly we would, wr^ adcptii 
<« ufurped power whenever you cxptcifed 

it ff^r our uuhappinefs. It is only by yoiir attCjn|tion 
-to our pirofperity that you'eah mak^ .us forget the 
« famous titles by which you reign oyer gs. ]f we a^ 
npt Jlrpnf enough to frake off the yoke we will onlyjiear 


P Wd. Voj. JI. Chap. .8. ‘f 

t ItM r^ret t^at J recoiled! hayiM becii credibly igibf* 
meid, that jh , thy nordi of Ireland the Uifairedted pai;tof tb^ g^.r 
hay tants' iVj^qacnily'gave as'a to 41 l, May . the guts of .ihe laf 
Bijhop ferve'as a rope to ftranghtheli^ '^King, If th6 be%t?, 
the reader wiH dot be at a idfs to knjoW wb^ieO' t^ty imbijbM 
their principles. T. " 

' f .• • 
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W' it with horror. You (hail find an enemy in 'eack of 
your Haves, and every inftant you (hall trcmbleoa the 
<« thrones which you have unlawfully ufurped.”* 
j Such menaces will certainly be looked upon as the 
laft'ftage of their confpiring fury. Ncverthclefs they 
•feond a higher tone; and, to teach nations to lhuddev 
at the very name of Mpnarchy, they roar like nSonfters. 

• Many years before the French Revolution their pro- 
4hi£tions had teemed with every thing that a Petion, a 
Condorcet, or a Marat could have invented ip Aeir 
frantic rage againft Sovereigns to excite the populace to 
bring the head of the unfortunate Lewis XVI. to the 
fcaffbld t fince many years after having told Usy that 
t$^th land not pohtemfi Jbould be the chirf objeR rf man^ 
to pra£fife this do^bine they addrefs Kings, faying, 
A.< Te dgers^ deified by other tigers^ you enpeit to fifie U 
immortality ? Tes^ anfwer they, but as objeBs of one* 
A* • • 

. With the fame ezeefs of phrenay, commenting'on 
•the axiom, 

Some lucky foldier was the firft of Kiogl, 

fiill of his Voltaire, like the Pythonefs infpired by the 
devil,from the fummit of his fiery tripod the fame 
adj^t, addreflIng himfclf to all nations, tells them, 
Thoufands of executioners crowned with. laurel and 
« wreaths of flowers, returning from their expeditions, 
carry about in triumph an idpl which they call, King^ 
^• Emperor, Sovereign.* They crown this idpl and 
Proftrate themfelves before it, and then,\a.t the found 
of inftrumentsi and of repeated, fenfelefs and bar- 
*** barous acclamations, they declare it in future to be 
** the Sovereign DireBor of all the bloody feenes which 
arc to take place lii the realm, and \o\yt the firjl ex^ 
'^^ ecUtioner of the nation!^ 

Thcti fwellinghis cheft, foaming at tlij mouth, ‘and 
>orith haggard eyes he makes the air refound with the fol¬ 
lowing frightful utterance : 

‘‘ •« thi pretended mafiers of the earthy fcourges of 
mankind, illuftrious tyrants of your equals, KingSy 
^ Princesy Monarchsy Chiefsy Sovereignsy all you, in 
•‘(f fihe, who, raifing yourfejvcd on me throne, and a* 
. fioveyour equalsy nave loft all equity, 

and truth in whom fociability and good- 

.1 .. "i'. 

* Social Syftem, Chap. i| II. f lUdJ 'iioie. • 
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^ nefs) die beginnings of the mofl: common virtues^ 

^ hare not even (hown themfelvesi I eke you ail at the 
tnbunal of reafon. If this miferable globe, filently 
moving through the etherial fpace, drags away with 
it millions of unhappy beings fixed toits furface, and 
^ fettered with the bonds of opinion ; if this globe, I 
<< fay, has been a prey to you, and if you Hill continuO 
M to devour this fad inheritance, it is notto thewifdom 
of your predeceflbrs, nor to the virtues of the firft 
<< inhabitants, that you are indebted for it; but to 
•s ptdityf to Jtar, to barbarity^ to por^dy^ to fuperjiiiion. 

Such are your titles. I am not the perfon who pro** 

** nounces againft you ; it is the oracle of . ages, it. is 
the annals of hiftory which depofe againft you. Open. 

^ them, they will afluredly furniih you with better in- 
formation, and the numerous monuments of our 
miferies and of our errors will be proofs which neither 
<< political pride nor fanaticifm can controvert* 

« Defcend from your thrones, and, laying ahdeboth 
00 feepiter and crown, .go. and queftion the loweft o£ 
o€ your fubje£ls | afk nim what be really loves^ and what 
he hates the mojl: he will undoubtedly anfwer, that 
he really loves but his equals^ and that he hates his maf^. 
tersJ** r 

It is thus that, afluming every tone from that of the 
epigram, pamj^let,. romance, fyftem, or tragic f^n-^ 
tence, to the declamations of enthufiafm, or the roar« Confs- 
ing of rage,. Voltaire’s and Montefquieu’s fchpol, fo qucoces of 
well deferibed by Condorcet, had fucceeded in inunda^ ‘l*5lcdo^ 
ting all France and all Europe with works naturally ten- 
ding to efiace from the earth the very memory df a Kingj c«rt. 

To place in, their true light the intention and the con¬ 
cert of the Sophifters, the Hiftorian muft never lofe 
fight of the den from whence tbeie produdions were 
ifiued, and of the art with which and the men by whom 
they were fpread from the palace to the cottage : By the 
Secret Society of the Hotel D’Holbach, in Paris $ by 
the numerous editions in the provincial towns ; by the 
hawkers in the country; by Alembert’s office of in- 
ftru£tion, and tutors, in wealthy families ^ and by the 
country fthool-mafters in the villages, and among t]\e 
workmen dayJabourers.f In their various attacks, 

let him remark the uniformity of their principle^, of 
their fentiments, and of their hatred ^ and let him par« 

Social Syftem, page 7 and 8. 
t See Chap. XVI. 
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tictftarly retti^mter, that tlie fame authbrawhd daditiitr 
meft virulenfly agiinft Klngd^ had alteady difUtlgtrlflied 
themfelves by their hatred agakift 
hefitate at declaring the Se{)hifter 9 6 f impiety to be aUb 
fhtf Sephifters 6 f rebclHoii $ (hotild the tcry btiddficti 
if the cdnfpiracy lead him to doubt of ita reality i in 
that cafe let Mi not refufe to folvc etem the doubb df ihe 
biftoriaiii and may the very dbjeAidns be tttined ihto 
frefti detnonftrattona! 

« * 1 feel that k may be objefted to me, that ihy proohr 

drawn*^^ * <*^*^>‘ in thcir tiBttttc from thofc ^^hich t hkd chiefly 
.from the dra^il from the very coircfpondencc of the Gonfplra- 
objc<aions. fiyf^ In anfuTct, it may be remarked, that If aity Oatife 
df ftttpirze exifted) it Would not be, that' the* letters 
of the Confpiratdrs made public (h 0 u 14 eontam liOtbing 
fbfpefting the eonfpiracy agatnft Kingsbut it Would 
Bcj on the contrary, that they had furtiilhed us with fo 
much evidence. We may be futpiriacd at the aflTdrance 
6f the editors df thofe letjets, who (hdw Us Voltilrc 
conjuring D'Alembert iTot to betray hiafecret on Kings, 
who (how Ua Voltaire panting after Republics 5 Vol¬ 
taire bewailing the departure of thofe adepts Who WferC 
expounding the heW catechifth of Republican Liberty 
in Paris itfelf; Voltaire praifed by D’Alembert for the 
art he difplays in combating Kings Or ^eteOded Dfef- 
pots, and in prepaniig Revolutions and tibeir boifterous 
fednes; Vdhairfe, ih fine, itgrettirig that they Wfere ftiH 
too dlftant for him to flatter himfelf with living to fee 
them, it is this fame correfpondence which points out 
D'Alembert furious at his Mhg thd, and at not 
being abfe to deal the fame blows on the pretended 
Defpots as Voltaire did, but feconding hitn at lead 
With his withes in thfe nebelKdus warfare. When all 
thefe letters wete made public by CondOrcet and the 
Other editors iiil tys?, LeWir XVlv Was- ftill oO the 
throne, and the Revolution at {dfbt * diflancd. They 
Had reafou to feW the difeovery of thi^ plots 5 and it 
h cafy to fee, that thany of the letters had beert fup^ 
preflfed. Moft certainly Condoredt, and the other 
adepts, muflr have had even then 1 ftraOgc confidence 
in their fuccefs, hot to have fuppteSed tiiany more. 
Befides, had thefe letters beeh entirely filent as to the 
Conspiracy agaihft Kings, coidd even that filetkeinvad- 
idate the avowals of Condorcet, add of fe many other 
adepts ? The fame artifices, the fame calommes, the 
fame wiflies againft the Throne being combhied with 
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thofe agmnfi the Akar, m the |nrdda£lions of the fc£):, 
could that iilencc weaken the evidence of the Commoti 
plot for the deftruf^ion of both ? 

But if thefe plots were fo rifible, it will be faid, are 
not the Magiftrates to be blamed for their negligencd Confpiraiiy 
and filence ? How was it poffible that thefe Gotifpira- 
tors could have efcaped the feverity of the laws ? Here ^ates. 
it would be fofficient to recal the favorite maiim of the 
Confpirators, Strike^ but hide y^ui^ hand ! It Would fuf- 
fice, were we merely to repeat Condorcet's words when, 
after having expofed in the cleareft terms, the double 
confptracy, the labors, and the concert of the Philofo- 
phers againft the Altar and the Throne, he adds, that 
the Chiefi of the Philofophets always had the art of 
** efcaping vengeance^ though they exprfi^ themfilves to ha^ 
tred s andaf ifcaping perfecution^ thoughfuficiently con^ # 

** diminution of their ghry^’^ But 

this filence of the Mariftracy is a falfe imputation. 

The COnfpirators may have concealed tbetnfelves from 
the tribunals, but the Confpiracy was not on that ac¬ 
count lefs evident to the fight of the Magiftracj \ and 
juridical denunciations will give new force to our de- 
monftrarioni. If fucb proofs are necefiary for the Hif* 
torian, let us traK^ribe the words of a moft celebrated 
magiftrate \ Idt us hearken to Mr. Seguier, Attorney- 
General of the Parliamtent of Paris, denouncing on the 
18th of Auguft 1770 this very Confpiracy of the Phi- 
lofophers. 

« Since*the extirpation of herefies which have dif- 
<< turbed the peace of the church,’’ faid the eloquent 
Magiftrate, wehave feenafyftemrifingoutof dark- 
nefs, far more dangerous in its confequences than 
" thofe ancient errors,, always cruflied as faft as they 
« stppeared. An impious and daring feit has raifed its 
^d in the midjl of uSf and it has decorated its falfe wif^ 

<< doUt nvith the name of Philofoph^ Under this authori- 
^ tative title its difciples preteno to all knowledge. Its 
<< fe^aries have taken upon themfelves to be the in- 
<< ftru£tors of mankind. Liberty in thinking is their , 
cry, and this cry has refounded from the northern to 
the fouthern pole. Whh one hand they have fought to 
Jbakethe^hrone^ and with the other to overturn the Al^ 

<< tar*t Their objed is to abolifli all belief, and to in» 
ftil new ideas into the mind of man on ciml and re^ 

M pous injlituiions \ and this revolution may be faid to 

* Above, Page 74. ^ 
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« hare taken place; the profelytes of the fe£k have 
« multiplied, and their maxims are fpread far and wide. 

Kingdoms have felt their ancient bajis totter s and na- 
«« tions, furprized to find their principles annihilated, 
<< have afleed each other, by what ftrange fatality they 
became fo different from themfelves. 

« ThoXe who by their talents ihould have enlightened 
« thenr cotemporaries, have become the leadera of 
thefe unbelievers ; they have hoifted the banner of 
revolt, and have thought to add to their celebrity by 
« this fplrit of independence ; numberlefs obfeure 
<< fcribblers, unable to attain to celebrity by their abili* 
ties, have had the fame prefumption. In fine, relw 
<< gion can number nearly as many declared enemies, 
<< as literature can boaft of pretended Philofophers. 

And Government Jbould tremble at tolerating in its 
<< bofom fuch an inflammatory feci of unl^Hevers, 
whofe foie objeft appears to be to Jltr up the people to 
<< rebellion^ under pretence of enlightening them. 

This formal denunciation of the double Confpiracy 
of the Sophifters was grounded on the peculiar atten- 
tion which they paid to the propagation or their impious 
and regicide principles in their daily produ£lions, and 
more particularly in thofe 
fented to the Court as mo( 

Foremoft among thofe produ£lions ftood a work of 
Voltaire's, the honorary prefident of Holbach's club* 
It was one of the moft impious of all, and bore the 
title of God and Mett*'* The fecond, Chriflianity 
Unveiled^ bad been written by Damilaville, a zealous 
adept of that club. The third, the pretended Critical 
Examination^ was publiflied by this fame club under the 
name of Freret, as the repenting Secretary Le Roi de¬ 
clared. The fourth was the famous Syjfem of Nature 
written by Diderot, and two others of this fecret acad¬ 
emy. So true it is,* that moft of that peftilential blight 
both of Impiety and Rebellion which has oyerfpread 
the greateft part of Europe, proceeded from that den 
of Confpirators.f 

« From thefe different produ£rions,'’ continued the 
Magillrate, a fyftem of the moft flagitious doffrine 

* Suit of the i8th Auguft 1*770. 

f There were alfe fbme few books tranflated from the Englifli: 
•But f^' only as are caft afide vnth abhorrence in E^ghnd for 
their impiety; that however was the greateft of ali ieceaui:(eA* 
diuions with Voltaire and the club. 


which thisjgreat lawyer pre- 
: deferving of animadverfion. 
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may be collefled, ttrhkh invincibly proves^ that their 
propofed objedi is not to deftroy the Chriftian Rcli- 
gion only-^Impiety has not limited its plans of in- 
** novation folcly to its dominion over the minds of 
men. lis rejllefs and enterprixing genius^ averfe to all 
dependences ajpires at the overthrow of every political 
inftitutions and its wijbes will only then be fulfilled when 
** it Jball have thrown the Legiflaiive and Executive Pow* 
ers into the hands of the PeopUy when it Jhall have de* 
** Jlroyed the tieceffary inequality of ranks and JlationSy 
nvhen it Jball have reviled the Majejly of Kingty and 

• • have rendered their authority precariout and dependent on 

the caprice of a blind multitude ; wheuy in fine^ by theft 
afionijbing changesy it "Jhall have immerjed the whole 
«« nuorld in the horrors of Anarchy with all its concomitant 
evilsP 

Xo thefe denunciations of the public Magiftrate may 
be added thofc of the general alTemblies of the Clergy^ 
thofe of a great many Biihops in their paftoral letters^ 
thofe, in ihort, of the Sorbonne and of every religious 
^orator or authori who never ceafed refuting theSophif* 
ters of the day, whether in their thefes, their writings, 
or from the pulpit. It would be vain to fay, that thefe 
denunciations were only made by people feeking to 
ftrengthen their own caute by confounding it with that 
of Kings. But are we not to hearken to an adverfiuy 
even, when he fpeaks for us as well as for him&lf, and 
when he produces proofs. It would be imjpnidence in 
the extreme not to hearken, and even fecond him, 
when he comes and fays, < You are leagued with my 
greateft enemies, but they arc equally yours; I fore- 
^warn you of their hoilile intentions \ and if they have 
confpired againit me, it is only to afeertain the fuccefs 
o^ the plots they have formed againft you.** It would 
have been cafy to diferin^inate, whether the Clergy de¬ 
nouncing thefe cohfpiracies were afluated by felf-inte- 
reft or the love of truth ; a flight examination of th^ 
proofs adduced in teftimony of their denunciations 
would have fufficed. Thefe proofs were all drawn from* 
the produffions of the fe£t, from produ£fions Ireplete 
with farcaftic declamation and calumny againft Sove- 

• reigns, with invitations to the people to rel^llion, fow- 

* Ses^he afts of the Affimbhes of the Clergy, The 

paftoral letters of Mr. de Beaumont, arcbbifliop of Paris. The 
iermons of Pere Neuville, the works of the Abbd Bergier and 
•f many others. 
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ing in the fame page the feeds of Anarchy with thofe 
of Impiety, And thefc were evidently the two-fold 
produ^ions of the fame men» of the fame academy of 
authors, of the fame conljpirators. Were not the 
Clergy then authorized to point out tbefe fame Sophlf- 
ters as brandifhing the torch, on one fide to fpread the 
blaze throughout the temple, on the other to kindle the 
flames which were to reduce the royal crown and feep- 
tre to afiies Might they not be faid to have confpired 
nature defperately againfl: the throne than againfl; the 2lU 
tar, ^nd might not the latter confpiraey have been 
merely a preparatory llep to the completion of the for** 
mer ? So far then from excluding the deftruj^ion of 
the Throne from their wllhes, and confining them to 
the. overthrow of Religion, fay that to overturn Gov¬ 
ernment was their chief obje£i:: Examine and conapare 
their dofkrines, behold their concert, their conRancy, 
their aflurance, and then candidly pronounce. 

But the evidence of the Clergy fball, if it be required, 
be thrown afide as fufpicious, though it is now tpo late 
Teftimony ^ attaint it with falfiiood. Will the teftimony of a 
of theKing man who certainly had every reafon to fpare the feA be 
of Pruffia. jilfo thrown afide ? I have heard it afkcd. How it was 
pofiible, fince thb Sophifters were faid to have confpired 
againft the throne, that Frederick IL the Royal Sophifi 
tec, could have been deedved by and could have leagued 
during lb. long a time with the fworn enemies pf his 
throne, in^fliort with the Sopbiflers of Rebellion ? But 
fuch an.objcftion will only ferve to throw new light on 
the Confpiraey. Let the Royal Saphifter be,the accu- 
fer, let him cover his Sophiftical Mailers with ridicule. 
The inveteracy of his haused againft religion, his pro- 
^ te£tion of the irreligious Encyclopedifts, all bis conduiS; 
in fhort, will corroborate his teftimony when he paints 
thefe Sophifters as empty fages^onfpiring equally againft 
the altar and the throne. And the time came when 
Frederick II. perceived that his dear Philofophers, by in¬ 
itiating him into their myfterics of Impiety, had let him 
intabut half dieir fecret; that by employing his power 
to crufti Chrift, they had phjaned the deftru^on of his 
throne and the extirpation of Monarchy. Frederick was 
not the repenting adept, like the unhappy Le Roi, for 

TJnebaroiBg of the crown and Ibeptre, with the other at- 
tiihutes of jfo 7 ereigQty, has been one of the favorite ceremootes of 
the Revolutionary Agents. In France the crown ahd feeptre^ at 
Venice and Genoa the chair and golden book were burnt. T* 
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his foul was too deeply immerfed in impiety; but he 
was certainly alhamed of having been fo (trangely duped. 
Indignation and revenge fucceed his admiration, and he 
blufhes at having been fo intimate with men who had 
made him their tool to undermine that power which he 
was moft jealous of preferving. 

He became the public accufer of thofe very Encyclo* 
pedifts who owed the greateft part of their fuccefs to his 
prote&ion. He warned Kings, that the grand objeft 
of thofe Sophifters, was to deliver them over to the 
multitude, and to teach nations that fubjeBs may exercifi 
the right of depofing their Sovereign when they are difpleafed 
with him.^ He gives notice to the Kings of France, that 
their Confpiracy is more particularly aimed at them. 

The denunciation is clearly and formally exprefled in 
the following terms: The Encyclopedifts reform all 

«« Governments. France (according to their plans) is to 
form a great Republic^ and a Mathematician is to be its 
JLegiJlator. —Mathematicians will govern it, and work 
all the operations of the new, Republic by fluxions.— 
<< This Republic IS to live in perpetual peace, and fop* 
port itfelf without an army/^ 

This ironic and farcaflic ftyle was by no means in 
Frederick’s natural difpofition. The repute of the pre¬ 
tended wifdom of the Sophifters had given weight to the 
adepts, and contributed to the fedu£tion tiie people ; 
and contempt was the moft powerful weapon that could 
be employed againft them. It is on this account that he 
reprefents thefe pretended fages as puffed up with their 
own merits and their ridiculous pride. But whatever 
may be his ftyle, it is to guard Kings and Nations againft 
their plots that he writes. ** The Encyclopedifts,” fays 
he, are a fet of pretended Philofophers who have late- 
«« ly ftarted into exiftence. They look upon themfelves 
« as fuperior to every fchobl which antiquity has pro- 
** duced. To the ^rontery of the Cynic they add the 
<< pudence of uttering every parodox their brain can in- 
« vent. Theyare afetof/r^mp/i/oi/j men, who nev^ 
« will own themfelves to be in the wrong. According 
<< to their principles, the fage can never be miftaj^^sd^ he 
«« is the only enlightened perfon: It is from him^that the 
<< light emanates which is to diflipate the chirary dark¬ 
le nefs into which the filly and blind n^mtude have 


* See Refutatien of the Syftem of Nature by the Kiog 
Pniflia. 

VoUII. ^ 
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been deluded. And God knows how they enlf^ten 
« them. At one time it is by unfolding the ori^n 
Prejudices^ at another, it is by a book on the Mind^ or 
« %S^emof Natures inlhort, there is no end to them. 
A fct of puppies^ whether from fafhion or an air they 
aflume, call themfelves their difciples. They afied 
to copy them, and takp upon themfelves to be the 
^ Deputy Governors of Mankind !*' 

While painting in fuch colours the pretenfions and 
ridiculous pride of both Mafters and Scholars, Frederick 
declares that the tnadhoufe would be their moft proper 
habitation, where they might legijlatt over their crazy tftudss 
or elfe, to fhow the ignorance of their fyftems, and 
what innumerable difafters they would engender, he 
wifhes that fome province which deferved a ftvere 
^ punijhment (hould ^ delivered over to them. Then 
they would learn, fays he, by exp^iience, after har- 
** ing thrown every thing topfy turvy, that they were a 
fet of ignorant fellows; they would learn that to 
criticize is eafy, but that the art of criticifm is diffi- 
cult; and above all, that no one is fo apt to talk non^ 
fenfe as he that meddles with what he does not under^ 
^^Jiahd:^^ 

Frederick, in fupport of regal authority, would 
fometimes lay afide his epigrammatic ftyle and think it 
incumbent on him to condefeend to the refutation of 
the grofs calumnies w'hich his Sophlftical Mafters had 
invented againft the throne. It is thus that we fee him 
refuting the Syftem of Nature and the Effay on Preju* 
dice, which latter the fecret academy had publiflied un¬ 
der the name of Dumarfais. There he principally de¬ 
votes himfelf to expoGng the cunning of the Sophifters ; 
he (hows with what wicked art the Confpirators, calum¬ 
niating the Sovereigns and t]ie Pontiffs, only feck to in- 
ftigate the hatred of all nations againft them. Among 
others we may diftinguiffa the author of the Syftem of 
Nature, who in an efpecial manner has undertaken to 
Qfoarage all Sovereigns. 1 can venture to ajfertf^ he 
faj^w that the Clergy have never Jpoken to Princes all 
«« thafoopnjenfe which the author pretends. If ever they 
may have reprefented Kings as the images of the 
Deity, tt was doubtlcfs only in an hyperbolical fenfe, 
to guard'^hem by the comparifon againft any abufe 
of their authority, and to warn them to be juft and 

* Sec Refotatioit of the Syftem of Nature, by the King of 
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benificent, that they may imitate the general attrU 
<< bates given to the Deity by all nations. The author 
has Reamed, that treaties have been made between 
the Sovereign and the Eccleiiaftic, in which Princes 
had agreed to honojur and fandion the power of the 
Clergy provided the latter preached fubmiilion to the 
people. I will venture toaffirm^ that thisisaihaU 
low invention^ and that notliing could be more ridic- 
ulous or void of foundation, than the fuppoiition o£ 

** fuch a fad.”* 

Though Frederick ezprefles himfeif thus on the £ccle« 
Hatties, (till the reader is not to fuppofe him more fa* 
vourable to their^ caufe. On the contrary, his Anti* 
chriftian prejudices blind him to fuch a degree, that he 
does not fo much blame the Sophitters for attacking Re* 
ligion, as for having done it untkilfully; he even points 
out the weapons with which he withes it had been af* 
failed* But the more inveterate his hatred againft Chrif* 
tianity, the more demon ttrative are the proofs he al¬ 
ledges againft thofe from whom he had imbibed it, and 
of their plots againft the throne. He pardons their at* 
tack upon the altar, he even fupports their advances, 
but he defends the throne. At length however he dif* 
covered and was convinced, that from the Confpiracy 
againft the Altar the Sophifters pafled to that againft the 
^rone* It is this latter Confpiracy which he wi(hes 
to lay open ; and it is w^ith thefe latter plots that he 
charges the whole fchodl in the perfon of Diderot, 
when he fays, << The true fentiments of the Author^ 
on Governments, are only to be difeovered toward 
the end of his work. It is there that he lays down 
as a principle that fubjedls ought to enjoy the right 
<< ^ dep^ng their Sovereigns when difpleafed with them^ 
And it is to (^eBuate this that he is perpetually cry* 
ing out againft great armies, which would prove too 
powerful an obftacle to his defigns. A perfon would 
^ be tempted to think, it was Fontaine’s fable of tl^ 
Wolf and the Shepherd that he was reading, /it 
<< ever the viGonary ideas of our Philofophers cou][d be • 
realized, it would be necejfary to new^tnould Gov^ 

<< £mment in Europe^ which would be a mere tnne. It 
<< would be necefiary again, though perhapsjhupolGble, 

<< that fubjeBs Jetting up as the Judges of maftets 
<< fliould be wife and equitable \ that thofe who afpired 

* See ReGitation ef the Syftem of by the King el 
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to the crown (hould be free from ambition ; and that 
« neither intrigue, cabal, nor the fpirit of independence 
(hould prevail.”** • 

Nothing could have been more mafterly applied in 
thefe obfervations than the comparifon of the Wolf and 
the Shepherd- Frederick perfe£iljr comprehended that 
the obje£l of thefe declamatory repetitions of the 
fe£l againft the vain^glory of war, was not fo much to 
inftil the love of peace into the minds of the Sovereign, 
as to deprive him of the neceflary forces to teprefs that 
rebellious fpirit which Philofophifm fought to infufe in¬ 
to the people. He overlooked all thofe common truths 
on the miferies of war, which the Sophifters deferibed, 
as if folely capable of deferibing them; but when he 
clearly perceived their plots, the hatred* he conceived 
for the fe£f made him dedicate his talents to counteraA 
the Philofophifts in his own dates, and to render them 
clfewhere as contemptible as he judged them dangerous. 

It was then, that he compofed thofe Dialogues of the 
Deadf between Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough and the Prince of Lichtendein, in which he partic¬ 
ularly deveiopes the ignorance of xiaitEncyclopediJls ; their 
abfurd pretenfion of governing the umverfe after their 
own new-fangled dofirines ; and, above all, their plan 
forabolifhing the Monarchical form of Government, and 
of beginning by the fubverfion of the throne of Bourbon 
to transform France into a Republic. 

At that period it was in vain for Voltaire or D’Alem¬ 
bert to folicit his protection for any of the adepts. 
Frederick would anfwer in a dry and laconic Jlyle^ < Let 
the fcribblers of the fe£t go and feek a refuge in Holland, 
nvhere they may follow the fame trade with fo many of their 
equals,^ His indignation and contempt was exprefled in 
fuch drong terms, that D’Alembert often thought it ne- 
ceffnry to foften the exprelBons in his correfpondence 
with Voltaire.f 

Then it was that D’Alembert perceived the great mif 
Me whichPhtlofophifm h^d committed in re-uniting the 
CivU and Ecclefiadical power againd them. It Was 
then tKit Diderot and his co-operators in the Sy/lem of 
Nature were nothing more than a fet of blunderheads. 
Then it that Frederick lod his title of Solomon of the 
Northy a.\d Alembert depiCis him as a peevijb man^ or 

* See Refutation of the Sydetn of Nature, by the King of 
tiuffia.- . \ 

t Letter of D’Al^bert to Voltaire, ayth December 
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M a fick perfon whom the Philofophers might accoft as 
Chatillon does Nereftan : 

My Lord, if thus it is, your favour’s vain. 

BeGdes, he fays, Mr. Delifle (the adept who was 
recommended and fo ill received) might not have 
been happy in the place we wiflied to procure for 
him (to attend on the King of PruflSa.) Tm know as 
well as I do what a majier he would have had to do 
«« with'^* As to Voltaire, who was equally in dif- 
grace, he confoles himfelf by writing to D’Alembert, 

«« What can we do, my dear friend ; we mull take 
U Kings as they are and Godtoo.’’f 

It is worthy of remark, that i^either D’Alembert nor 
, Voltaire feek to deceive Frederick as to the double Con- 
fpiracy which he attributed to their fchool. Silence, it 
IS to be fuppofed, was judged the mod prudent; and it 
really was fo for men fenGble that Frederick might 
bring further proofs, which would only expofe their 
plots in a clearer light, and chat before they could exult 
in their completion. 

However numerous the proofs may be that we have 
adready adduced of the Confpiracy againft the Throne, 
whatever evidence may refult from the wiihes and the fe- 
cret corrcfpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, what* 
ever may be the combination of the Sydems adopted by 
the fe£l, on one Gde throwing the authority of the 
laws into the hands of the people to conftitute the Mon¬ 
arch the Slave of the multitude ; on the other eraGng 
the very name of King from the governments of Ae 
earth \ however incontedible the obje£l of thofe wri¬ 
tings, all, or nearly all, ifiued from the fccret academy 
of the Sophiders maybe,:}; all breaAing hatred to Kings 
and annihilation to the Throne as well as to the Altar ; 
whatever may be the force which the declarations of the 
penitent adej^s, or of Ae accomplices exulting in Aeir 

* Leto S4th January 1778. 
f Letifs^ 4th January 1778. 

% AfcerTuch a vaiiety of proofs, aodAe declaration 
adept Le Roi refpedtiag Ae hiding-place of theSop^ersatAe 
Hotel d’Holbach, it would be ufelels for us to feck/^y fiirAer 
teftiinonies. Neverthelefs, weAinkit incumbent on us to fay, 
that Gnce Ae publication of Ae firil volume nave met with 
(everal people, who wiAout being acquainted wiA all Ae partic¬ 
ulars Aat we have given, knew the chief okjedt of Aat meeting 
to have been Ae contriving and forwkrdijMi^ of Ae double con- 
fpiiacy. I met wiA an SngliA Gendemi in particular, who 
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fucceilcS) may add to our demonftrations i however 
thentic the evidence of the public tribunals may be, de«> 
nouncing to the whole univerfe the Confpiracy of tho 
Sophifters againft Monarchy : In (hort, however aggra¬ 
vating the indignation and denunciations of the royal 
adept againft his former mafters of impiety (reduced as 
he is to tear off their mafk, to preferve his own throne) 
may be for the confpiring Sophifters, ftill thefe are oniy 
the beginning of the proofs which the Hiftorian may 
hereafter colled! from our Memoirs. We ftill have 
many gradations of the confpiracy to inveftigate, and 
each ftep will add new force to our demonftrations. 

heard the academician Du&iiX podtivsly affert, that the major 
part of thoie books, which have operated fo great a dhange in 
the minds of the people with refped to Monarchy and Religion, 
bad ^en compofed in that club of the Hotel d’Holbach. And 
certainly the teftimony of Mr. Dufaux, a osan fo intimately con- 
nedted with the Sophiftica! Authors of the Revolutioo, is as much 
to be depended upon at leaft as that of the repentant or exalting 
adepaof the fed. 
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CHAP. VI.' 


Fifth Step of the Confpiracy againft Kings*—TChe Demo^ 
cratic Bffky at Geneva* 


A t the very time when Frederick II. was denoun* 
cing this impious kGt (which he had heretofore 
prote^ed with fo much tendernefs) as inimical to all au¬ 
thorities^, he was far from being acquainted with the 
real depth of their plans. It is chiefly to Voltaire that 
we fee him complain of the temerity of thofe philofo- 
phers againft whom he was obliged to defend his 
Throne and that at a time when Voltaire and the 
other Encyelopedian adepts, more particularly the CE- 
conomifts, were making the firft eflTay that ever was 
made of the fyftems of the feft. 

Geneva, that town where none but a few beggarly Govern- 
fillows believed in Chriftianity,f had been chofen for 
! this firft eflay. The democracy which Calvin had ef- bcf®re the 
tabliftied in that Republic was not in unifon with their Rerolutiea 
I new rights of man. They beheld the people fubdivi- 
ded into different claffes. The firft clafs was that of 
citizens or burgeffes, and comprehended the defeendants 
of the ancient Genevefe, or thofe received intq this 
clafs, and it was from among them alone, that the coun- 
I cils and other officers of the Republic were chofen. 

They particularly had their vote in the general council. 

Three other claffes had been formed of thofe who were 
more recently annexed to the Republic, or who had 
never been incorporated into the clafs of citizens. 

Thefc were the natives, the mere inhabitants of the 
town, and the fubjeds. All thefe could, under the 
proteftion of the Republic, with very few exceptions, 
follow their divers trades and profeffions, acquire aM 
cultivate lands, &c. but were excluded from the coun¬ 
cils and principal dignities of the Republic. / 

However odious fuch diftindlions may have^ppeared 
to the Sophifters, neverthelefs the man who appeals to 
found judgment* and real principles will AliJy agree, 

* that a Republic, or any State enjoying S#ereignty, has 
a right to admit new inhabitants on certain conditions 

* Letter to Voltaire, 7th July 1770. CorrcfpondeBce of 
Voltaire aodl^’^embert, 1770. t 20. ^ 
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which may be juft and oftentimes necefTaryf without 
eftablilhing on that account a perfed equality between 
the real and the adoptive children of the State. He 
who aflcs to be admitted knows the conditions of his 
admiflion, and the exceptions he is expofed to. He 
was perfedly free to accept, to refufe, or to feek an 
afylum elfewhere ; but certainly, having once accepted 
and admitted of thefe exceptions, he has no further 
right to create difturbances in the Republic, on pre¬ 
tence that, all men being equal, the adoptive child is 
entitled to the fame privileges as the ancient children o£ 
the State. 

But fuch felf-evident principles were not confonant 
with thofe of the fed. Even Voltaire had laid them 
a(ide. From the perpetual repetition of his Liberty 
and Equality applied to religion, he had adopted the 
fame dodrine with refped to politics. At the diftance 
of fix miles he had long fince been obferving the feuds 
which had arifen between the citizens and the maglf- 
trates, and thought that by working a political revolu¬ 
tion there, he might add new laurels to thofe which he 
had gained by the religious revolution in which he fo 
much gloried. 

Parti Hitherto thefe difputes between the magiftrates and 

the citizens had been confined to the interpretation of 
other certain laws, and of the conftitution. The natives^ 
Sopkiftert, and other clafles who were excluded from the legifla- 
tive power, were only fpedators of the quarrel, when 
Voltaire and the other Sophifters judged this a favorable 
moment to change the very conftitution of the Repub¬ 
lic, and to make, an eflay of their new Syftems of Lib¬ 
erty and Equality, of the Legiflative and Sovereign 
people, 

I All Europe is acquainted with the troubles which 

agitated Geneva from the year 1770 till 1782. The 
public prints were filled with accounts of the diforder- 
ftate into which the conftitution of Geneva had been 
• tnrown ; but the public prints have been entirely filent 
as tp the part which the Sophifters took in it, and 
whicK^t will be the particular objeft of our Memoirs 
to reveat. We (ball lay open thofe intrigues and feefet 
artifices, hy which they hoped to eftablifti an abfolute 
Democracy Recording to the, fyftem of Jean Jaques 
Roufieau. 

To form a Ibimd judgment on thefe occult dealings, 
let ipen be qpe^dbed who, prefent Qn thf fpot, were 
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capable of obferving, and who a£led the part of real 
citizens. Such has been the plan that we have adopted, 
and fach inquiries will atteil the authenticity of the 
accounts which we have followed. 

Molt certainly the fyftems of Jean Jaques, their 
countryman, firft gave rife to the pretenfions of the na¬ 
tives or inhabitants of Geneva to the legiflative power. 
They were ftimulated by the inGnuations of Voltaire 
and of the other adepts who flocked to fecond him. 

The part which Voltaire a£fed was, on one flde to 
encourage the citizens in their difputes with the maglf- 
trates, whilft on the other he would inGnuate to the na¬ 
tives and inhabitants that they had rights to aflert againfl: 
the citizensthemfelvcs. He would invite Grft one party, 
then the other to his table, and to each he broached the 
fentiments which he wUhed to inftil into them. To 
the citizens he would urge, that their legiflative power 
abfolutely made the magiftrates dependent on them ; 
and he would perfuade the natives or inhabitants, that 
living in the fame Republic and fubje£f to the fame 
laws, the equality of nature aflimilated their rights to 
thofe of citizens; that the time was come when they 
ihould ceafe to be flaves, or to obey laws which they 
had not made ; that they were no longer to be viftims 
of fuch odious diftin£tions, or fubjeft to taxes difgrace- 
ful, inafmuch as they were levied without their having 
confented to them. 

Such inGnuations acquired new vigour from the nu¬ 
merous pamphlets flowing from the fertile pen of the 
Premier Chief. Under the name of a Genevefe he 
publifhed the Republican Ideas^ which will always bear 
teftimony of his hatred for Kings, and (how how much 
ground Republican Liberty had gained in his heart as 
he advanced in years. 

As to this hatred, he expreffes it in the above pamph- 
4et, by faying, « There never yet has exifted a perfc£t 
government, becaufe men are prone to their pafli^lfll 
moft tolerablej wihout doubt^ is the Republican^ 
“ becaufe^ under that forntj men approach the necu^ to tht 
•* equality of nature. Every father of a family^ould be 
mafter in hisownhoufe, but is to have no,power over 
the houfe of his neighbour. Society bcbig an aggre- 
« gate of many houfes, and of many lands belonging 
«« to them, it would be a contradiftory propofition to 
« pretend that one man ibould havr the foie dominion 
Voi. n. „ R w 
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over all thofehoufes and lands; and it is natural^ thai 
each majler Jbould have his vote for the general •welfare oj 
« feciety*^^ 

This article alone was fufiicicnt to incite the Genevelc 
to revolt, particularly the natives and others who had 
acquired lands under the dominion of the Republic. 
He told them, that to deprive them of the right of vo¬ 
ting was to rob them of a natural right inherent to them. 
But to exprefs himfelf in (lill clearer terms, the true 
difciple of Montefquieu and Jean Jaques, he repeats 
their fundamental tenets; he tells the Genevefe, << that 
civil government // the •will of all, executed by one 
or many^ by virtue of laws which ALL have enaBedl'\ 
With refpe£l to finance, it is well known, that it is the 
right of the citizens to regulate and determine what is 
to be granted for the expences of the State.:); 

It was not pofEble to tell all thofe, who lived under 
the Genevefe dominion without having voted at the 
ena£ling of the laws, or at the impofition of the taxes i 

* Republican Ideas, Ns. 43. Edit, of Kell, -j* Ibid. No. 13- 
% Ibid. No. 42. Many people cannot conceive that Voltaire 
codd have fallen into fueb Democracy. Let them read his latter 
works with attention, and parucularly thofe from which we have 
made the above extrads, and they will find that he is even violeot 
4 gainft the diftinflion ii Noble (he who holds lands by knights 
&rvices) and Roturier (who holds lands in foccage.) He even 
declares the origin and real fignification of thefe two words to be 
BO other than Lord and Slave. 

Let them read his Commentary on the Spirit of Laws^ and they 
will fee in what a light he viewed that nobility, among whom he 
oeverchelefs numbered ib many admirers, and to whom he 
was fo much indebted for the propagation of his Philofbphifki. 

Is it not hatred which makes him fay in this Commentary, ** I 
** could wifh that the author (Montefquieu,) or any other writer 
pofTeffing fuch abilities, had explained more clearly why the 
nobility are efTential to the Monarchical form of government. 

** One (hould rather be tempted to believe, that it was the ef- 
" fence of the Feudal Syftem, as in Qermany, or of Ariftocracy 
** as at Venice.*^ (No. in.) 

To us it appears, that, whether young or old, Voltaire often 
iMounds all his ideas. The idea of nobiHty, in general, re- 
re^fents to us children of men diilinguifhed by their fervices 
eidief qi^ or military, forming a body in the Rate whofe fenti- 
ments anSfcducation, whole very intereft, often fits them for thofe 
employmetts which are at the difpofal of the Sovereign. Un¬ 
doubtedly filch a diftindioD may take place without the Feudal 
SyRems of the Germans, or the AriRocracy of the Venetians. 

It is poffible indeed to conceive a Monarchy without a body of 
Bobility; but moR certainly fuch a diRindion greatly tends to form 
a body of men mere attached to the Monarch, ana very uTeful to 
tlie State in thofe Ratkns for which the geneial education of the 
multitude can feUmn be a fiitahle preparative. 
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tHatthey wer6 bound by no tie under their prefent gov¬ 
ernment, and that no government could exift for them 
until the ancient conftitution was overthrown. Let the 
reader judge what an impreffion fuch writings muft have 
made, profufely fpread about, and diftributed with that 
art which we have feen Voltaire defcribing, when he 
wiflied to infufe his venomous dodlrines into the loweft 
dalles of the people. 

But means ftill more perfidious were made ufe of. 

The Sophifters have been feen extolling the gencrofity 
of their Premier ; and, as a proof, they cite the multi¬ 
tude of Genevefe artizans who taking refuge at Ferney 
found a new country and protection in Voltaire’s little 
province, and partook fufficiently of his riches to con¬ 
tinue their trades and fupport their families. But when 
we interrogate thofe who on the fpot could obferve the 
fecret motives of fuch a perfidious gencrofity, we hear 
them anfwer, << Voltaire, it is true, has been in fome 
fort the founder of Ferney, of a new town ; but they 
will add, how did he people it, if it was not with thofe 
factious citizens whom he had ftirred up againft their 
country, and which he reunites at Ferney and Verfoi to 
form a focus of infurreCtion, which was to force the 
unhappy Republic, by the defertion of its natives and 
inhabitants, to receive the law from the Sophifters, and 
to fubftitute their fyftems to the ancient laws of the 
Republic ?” 

Notwithftanding^ali thefe means and intrigues, the 
' levelling fcCt had other agents who forwarded the rev¬ 
olution at Geneva. It had already acquired that Clavi- 
ere, who was hereafter to contine his revolutionary ca¬ 
reer at Paris; it had acquired a fort of petty Syeyes in 
the perfon of Bercnger, and a true firebrand in Segere } 
but above all it gloried in feeing a French magiftrate Ser- 
leaving his country, and laying afide the comely habit van and 
of the bench for the filthy round head of the Jacobin. Bovicr. 
This was Mr. de Servan, that Attorney-General of 
Grenoble, whom Voltaire in his conefpondence wjii 
D’Alembert reprefents as one of the greateji proficknit 
in modern philofophy, and as one of thofe wM had 
chiefly forwarded its progrefs. It is remarkdble, that 
this letter bears date the 5 th of November 1770, the 
very year of the Genevefe Revolution. Like a true 
apoftle of Liberty and Equality, Mr. Servan had hurri¬ 
ed away to Geneva to unite bis efforts^ thofe of Vol¬ 
taire. But PbUofophifm had not canned its fuccours 
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to his talents and reputation alone. An attorney of 
the name of Bovier of the fame parliament, powerful-- 
ly aided it .with his pen. He appeared with all the arn^s 
of Sophiftry. Wlulft the other adepts were ftirring^ 
up, in their clubs and private companies, the citizen 
againft the magiftrate, and the native and inhabitant a- 

S iinft the citizen, Bovier, to raife his conftitution of 
quality from the midft of difeord and civil broils, pre¬ 
tends to aiTert the real rights of the ancient coniUtu- 
tion, not to form a new one; and from antiquity alone 
he appears to draw all his arguments in favour of the 
Equality and Sovereignty of the People. 

The mod revolutionary among the Geneyefe were 
fuprized to fee a foreign Sophider informing them, that 
till then they had been ignorant of ther own laws j that 
all thofe didin£lions of citizens, inhabitants, or na¬ 
tives, and all the privileges of the fird, were novelties 
which had been ufurped and introduced into the Re¬ 
public fo lately as the year 1707 ; that before that pe¬ 
riod a very fliort refidence entitled every new comer 
f ‘ to the rights of citizen, and to be admitted into the 
general fovereign and Ugijlative council. That after 
one year’s refidence at Geneva, every man enjoyed 
his (hare of Sovereignty in the Republic \ in (hort, 
that the mod perfed: equality had reigned among all 
the individuals of the State, whether of the town or 
country.”* 

This was nearly the fame plan which the fed; follow¬ 
ed at that time in France, always calling for the States- 
- General in order to re-edabliih the pretended conditu- 
tlon of the Sovereign and Legiflative people. Bovier was 
refuted in the mod complete manner, but the Sophif- 
ters knew too well that a people in a date of revolution 
fwallow every falfehood that favours thejr Sovereignty. 
They fucceeded in putting them in motion, nor were 
they ignorant of the means of accelerating and perpet¬ 
uating their vibrations. 

Parts tAcd that time they publidied at Paris a periodical work 
by the (E- under the title of Ephemerides du Citoyeu. The CEcon- 
omiftsiad the diredion of it, and that clafs of adepts 
ticuiarly was pc^aps the mod dangerous. They, with all the 
by Dupoat appearance of moderation, with all the {how of patri- 
de Nemo- ^eal, forwarded the revolution more efficacioufly 
than the frantic rebels of Holbach’s Club. The fed 

* Sec the Memorial of Bovier from page 15 to S9 } and the 
nefotatioQ of the aati^ of. Geneva. 
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had ordained that this joarnal ihouid fupport the eflbrts 
of VoltsurC) Servan, and Borier, uBtil they had fuc- 
ceeded in their democratic eflay on Genera. It was the 
hypocritical and fmooth-tongued Dupont de Nemours^ 
who was entrufted with the care of giring monthly a 
new Ihock to the Revolutionifts. His .periodical publi- 
cations^ carefully directed towards that obje£f| were 
regularly fent from Paris to Genera to fecond the fury 
of the Democratizing Zealots* 

Xo form a proper judgment of the artful manner in 
which Dupont fufilled bis truft, it would be neceiTary 
to run orer all the articles which the Ephemerous Citizen 
has giren us under the head of Geneva. There we 
fhouTd fee the humane citiaen lamenting the troubles 
which had already ihortened the lires of fome natireSf 
and had banifhed many others from their country; 
then, fired by that love of peace and humanity which 
confumes the philofophic bread, he infinuates exa£lly 
fuch remedies as may throw the whole Republic Into a 
flame* He reprefents their conftitution as that of the 
‘ mod oppreflive Arjfiocracy. He affimilates the natives 
and inhabitants of Genera to the Helots or the flares 
of Greece, who, under the dominion of free citizens^ 

I have nothing but the mod abje£): flavery to look up to 
in the very heart of a Republic.^ Then for the in- 
ftruffioii of the Generefe Helots he lays down what he 
calls principles, or.ratherleflbnsof rebellion; fuch for 
example as thefe given to a people in the mod violent 
ferment. ** To fay that men can tacitly or formally 
confent for themfelves or their defeendants to the 
privation of the whole or part of their liberty, would 
be to fay, that men have the right to dipulate againd 
<< the rights of other men, to fell and cede what be- 
« longs to others, to alienate their happinefs, and per- 
haps dedroy their very livesand of what others ? 

« of thofe whofe happinefs and whofe lives (hould be 
the mod facred to them—of their poderity. Such 
<< a dofbine would be a libel on the dignity of hum^ 

« nature, and an infult to its Great Creator/’f 

This certainly was infuUing both reafon and fociety 
in die grofled terms; for if every man who fubje£ks 
himfelf CO the empire of civil laws does not (acrifice a 
part of his liberty, he is then as free to violate thoie 
laws, though living in fociety, as he would be were he 

t Ibi^ Chap, s* 


* Ibid. Chap. z« aad note. 
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living among the favages in the woods of America* 
But it was through pity and humanity that they fed this 
people, in open revolution, with the moft frantic licen- : 
tioufnefs. It was to fpare the effiifion of blood in Ge¬ 
neva that Dupont taught the multitude of natives^ in- \ 
iabitantsy and hurgeffes^ to fay to the fenators, Do 
« you imagine th^ cxcrcife of Sovereignty to be fuffi- 
cient, as if the proper cxercife of it were not an ob- j 
« ligation. Do you know that when the people have 
once rrcognized your authority, you are imperatively 
and ftrifkly obliged, under pain of the moft deferved 
« execration, to render them happy, to proted their 
« liberty, to guarantee and defend their rights of prop- 
« erty to the utmoft extent. Republicans, if you 
wi(h your fellow-citizens to exercife Sovereignty, re- 
member that even Kings only enjoy their power on 
** thcfe terms. 

Would you wilh to be worfc Sovereigns than the 
arbitrary Defpots of Afia ? And when even thofe 
who reign over nations buried in ignorance and fa- 
naticifm abufe their monftrous power to a certain 
excefs ...... They are called tyrants. Do you 

know what happens to them ? Go to the gates of the 
feraglios of the Eaft, behold the people calling for the 
HEADS of the Viftrs and Athemadoulets : and fome* 

« times ftriking off thofe of the Sultans and Sophis. 
Now reign arbitrarily if you dare. Yes, dare it in 
your town, where the people are far from being ig- 
norant, and, brought up with you from your child- 
hood, have had many occaGons, fetting aGdc your 
<< dignity, to know that you are no better than they.”* 
Thus we fee that our moderate and humane Sophif- 
ters would not lofe an occaGon, any more than Raynal, 
or Holbach^s Club, of teaching the people to roar rather 
than to groan, and to wade through carnage preceded 
by terror to the conqueft of their pretended rights. 

Such leffons were intermixed with thofe which the 
dEconomifts pretended to give to Sovereigns on the ad- 
mlniftration of Gnances. One faw them, fay the 
memoirs of the man who followed their operations 
with the greateft accuracy during the whole of this 
** Revolution,—one faw them inGnuating themfelves 
into all the affairs of the State, to feize every oppor- 
« tunity of anfuGng the doflrines of the fe^);. Ainidft 

* )bid. Chap, 
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<< their leffons on oeconomy, that on the razing our for- 
tifications Is not to be forgotten; their pretence was 
** the great ezpence and little utility of them. Gene- 
vaj they would fay^ cannot be oonlidered as a ftate 
capable of defending a fortrefs (hould it be at war 
with any of the neighbouring States; and with ref* 
pe& to a furprize, it is the inhabitants of the conn* 
try that are to prove its defence :f A moil abfurd 
<< propofition for a State about a league fquare. But 
<< that was not their obje£l j they wifhed to eftablilh 
<< the general principle, and to apply it. hereafter to 
« France, or any other State, when the opportunity 
<< (hould offer.” In other words, it was die means of 
expoling the Sovereign to all the fury of a revolted 
people reclaiming by force of arms ^at Liberty and 
Equality which the Sophifters were perpetually repre- 
fenting to them as their inherent rights. This alfo was 
the obje£l of thofe perfidious leffons which they pre¬ 
tended to give to the magiffrates, reprefenting them as 
oppreffors, and pre-fuppofing the exiftence of that ha-^ 
tred againfl; the^n which the adepts themfelves had infu- 
fed into the tninds of the people. With the fame art 
they thus again addrefled us, faysour obferver : The 
<< natural defenders of Geneva are the people of the 
country, the fubjeds of the Republic. It is polB- 
ble, nay, it is eafy, to attach them fo much to the 
<< Republic, that they would form the moft fecure ad- 
vanced polls poffible. But it would be neceffary that 
their epuntry (hould be far otherwife than a har/b^fe^ 
vere^ and exaEling majter ; it would be neceffary to 
** reftore them to the free exercife of the natural rights 
of man, and to guarantee their poffefBon.”* 

The feii reaped a twofold advantage from this journal. 
Firft, by fpreading it through France, and preparing 
the multitude to hold at a future day a (imilar language 
to their Kings ; fecondly, to kindle anew the flame of 

t Ephem. daCitoyen, 1771. Vol.I. 

Ephem. da GitoyeD, page 176. I have fought is vain to 
learn what (jpecies of oppreflion the people of Geneva faffered 
under their roagiilrates; 1 have found that it was not pofible for 
a people to be more fondly or more juilly attached to their gov¬ 
ernment ; that the union between tlie magiffrates and the fubjeds 
refembled that of a numerous family with its Chiefs. The So¬ 
phifters knew this too well; but they were not fpeaking for the 
Genevefe alone. They pre-fnppofed difeord, that they might 
create it where it did not exift, and add to if Where it already 
began to fpread* * 
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difcord at the beginning of every month among the un¬ 
fortunate people of Geneva, for whom it appeared to 
be written. The brotherhood at Paris continued this 
work until Servan, and the other agents of thefedi, had 
fecn their plots effeftuate a Revolution in General, and 
a total overthrow of the ancient laws of that Republic. 

It is true, the'Sophifters did not long enjoy their fuc- 
cefs, as Mr. de Vergennes, who at firft had viewed this 
Revolution with indifference, foon learned its impor¬ 
tance. Evidence at length convinced him that ail that 
had come to pafa at Geneva was nothing more than an 
effay which our modern Sophifters were making pf xheir 
principles ^d fyftems; that neither their plana nor 
their plots were to be concluded by thefe firft fuccefies ; 
that they were nothing more than a prelude to the revo¬ 
lutionary fccncs with which they threatened all Europe, 
and which might ere long involve France itfelf in the 
common m^fs of ruin. 

The Sophifters had the mortification to fee thefe firft 
fruits of their revolutionary principles blafted by a few 
battalions of French troops. It was referred to Cla- 
vierrc, and afterwards to Robefpierre, to refume their 
plans, and to fend the apoftate Soulavie to confummate 
them by murder and exile, in fhort by all the revolu¬ 
tionary means which Phiiofophirm had invented in the 
Caftle of Femey for the future benefit of the Jacobini¬ 
cal dcn.^ 

* The above Chapter,whether with refpeft to the general con- 
du6t of the Sophifters, or more particularly with relpeft to the 
conduft of Voltaire, Servan, or Dupont de Nemours, during 
the Revolution of Geneva, has been entirely formed on memoirs 
with which eye*witaeffe8 have hvored us, and on the writings of 
the Sophifters, which have been quoted with the greateft preci- 
fioo. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Arifiocratical Effay in Francs* 

I N laying before the reader the proofs of the Confpi* Obj«aof 
racy formed againft Monarchy we have faid, that ^ 
there exifted a fet of Philofophers who held themfelvea 
fo fecure of bringing about a Revolution, that they had 
not fcrupled to advile both the King and his Minifters to 
make the Revolution themfelves, left Philofophy might 
not be fufficiently powerful to dired the motion when 
once imparted. Among this clafs of Philofophers, who 
wiflicd to be ftyled the Moderates^ but whom Jean Jaques 
calls the Inconjijlents^ we are to diftinguiOi Mr de Mably, 
the brother of Condillac, and one of thofe Abbes who 
bore nothing of the Eccledaftic but the drefs, and who, 
beitowing great application on prophane fciences, was 
almoft entirely ignorant of thofe neceflary for an £c« 
clefiaftic. 

“Without being impious like a Voltaire or a Condorcet, Mably and 
even though adverfe to their impiety, his own tenets 
were extremely equivocal. At times his morality was hcrtnti. 
fo very difgufting, that it was neceffary to fuppofc that 
his language was ambiguous, and that he had been mif* 
underftood, left one ftould be obliged to throw off all 
efteem for his chara£ler. At lead fuch has been the de« 
fence I have heard him make to juftify himfelf from the 
cenfures of the Sorbonne. He had the higheft opinion 
of his own knowledge in politics, and during his whole 
life that was his favourite topic; he believed himfelf 
tranfeendant in tlat fcience, and he met with others 
who were led to the fame belief. His mediocre talents 
would have been better appreciated, had he been viewed 
in the light of a man led away by the prejudices he had 
imbibed from a fcanty knowledge of antiquity, and who 
wiftied to reduce every thing to the ftandard of his own 
ideas. 

Mr. de Mably had alfo been led away by all thofe 
Syftems of Liberty, of the Sovereignty and Legiflativc 
authority of the people, of the rights of felf*taxation 
and of contributing to the public expences only in as 
much as they had voted the monies themfelves or by 
Vol. II. . S 
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their reprefentatives. He was perfuaded that he hstd 
found thefe Syftems of Government among the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, and more particularly among 
the ancient Gauls. He was perfedly perfuaded, that 
without the States General the French Monarchy could 
not exift ; and that to re-e(labli(h the ancient and real 
Conftitution, it was neceifary to rcfume thofe States 
General.• 

Mably and his difciples, or more properly the adhe¬ 
rents of Montcfquieu, deteftcd the feudal laws; but 
they did not refleft that it was to thofe very laws the 
States General owed their former exiftence. When 
Philip Le Bel and fome other Princes had found them- 
lelves under the neceility of applying to thofe States 
for fubfidies, the reafon was, becaufe under the feudal 
fjRem the King, like the Counts of Provence, Cham¬ 
pagne, and Thoulottfe, or the Dukes of Brittany, had 
tiieir fixed revenues and particular defmenes which | 
were fuppofed to fufficc for the exigencies of the date. 
And in fa£t wars of the longed duration could be car¬ 
ried on without its being neceflary to augment the rev¬ 
enues of the Sovereign. Armies at that time were 
eompofed of the Lords and Knights ferving at their 
own cxpcncc and defraying that of their vafials whom 
they led after them into the field. Neither Mably nor 
his difciples would rcilcfl: that at a period when France 
had acquired fo many new Provinces, when the armies, 
general officers, and foldiers, waged war folely at the 
King’s cxpcncc, it was impoffiblc for the ancient crown 
lands to fupply the wants of Government. They 
could not conceive, that in the new fyftcm of politics, 
it would have been the height of imprudence for the 
Monarch in France to be dependent (every time he 
found it neceflary to repel or antici;^tc an attack of the 
foreign enemy) on the great and jealous Lord, on the * 
feditious tribune, or on the fiirly deputy, perhaps even 
in the intereft of the enemy, for the neceffary fubfidies 
on fo preflling an occafion. Such refleftions as thefe 
ticver occurred to the minds of our Sophifters. 

Filled with the idea, that Revolution and the States 
SSJTthey General were neceflary to break the chains of the 
eall for the French people, we are told by his ftrongefl adherents. 
States that Mably went ftill farther than merely inviting the 
Sovereign and his Minillers to commence the Rcvolu- 

* See his Rights of the Ciuzea* 
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tion themfelves : «« He upbraided the people in his 
Treatife on the Rights of Citizens^ written in the year 
177 ^> having mifled the opportunity of making 

the Revolution \ and he lays down the means of e£ 
fe&ing it. He advifed the Parliament in future to 
refufe to enregifter any burfal edi£i, to delare to the 
King that he had no right to impofe taxes on the 
people, who alone were veiled with the fifcal power^ 
to qjfk pardon of the people for having co*operated da« 
ring fo long a time in the levy of fuch unjull taxes^ 

** and to. fupplicate his Majefty to convoke the States 
General. A Revolution^ he adds, brought about by 
fuch means would be the more advantageous as it 
'would be founded on the love of order and of the 
«« laws, and not on licentious liberty.”* 

This fyftem of a Revolution to be accomplilhed, 
according to Montefquieu’s ideas, by veiling the legif- 
lative and fifcal powers in the hands of the people, ot 
of their reprefentatives in the States General, found 
many fupporters and abettors \ and particularly among 
the Ariflocracy, as the diflin^ion of the three dates 
was dill preferved. All that clafs of men which impi¬ 
ety had enrolled under.the banners of Sophidry from 
among the Duke de la Rochefoucault's fociety, viewed 
this as a means for the Grandees to re-aflume their an¬ 
cient influence in the date, and to conquer from the 
KLing and Court, that power which they had gradually 
loft under the preceding reigns. They were ignorant 
that other Sophiders were already prepared to enforce 
their fydems of Equality in thofe States General, and 
to aflert, that the three ejlates being feparaie^ of oppofite 
interejls^ and jealous of each other^ mutually defroyed each 
others Jfrength ; and that this difinSlim was to be aU 
tributed the inefftcacy^ and the very little good that had 
ariftn from all the former States General* The Gran¬ 
dees did not perceive this fnare which the levelling 
Sophiders had laid for them \ the levellers had con¬ 
ceived the greated expeflations from the diflentions * 
which reigned at that period between Lewis XV. and 
the Parliaments, and ^lieved themfelves on the eve of 
obtaining the convocation of thofe States General 
where they were to confummate their revolution. 

Thefe diflentions were principally owing to an opin¬ 
ion originating in Montefquiett’s fydems, which had 

* Gudin’sSuppkment to the Social Contraft^adFtit, Chap. 
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crept into the firft tribunals of the ftatc. Such magif- 
trates as, according to that fjrftcm, believed Liberty to 
be entirely annulled in every ftatc where the people or 
Its reprefentatives did not partake of the legiflative and 
fifeal powers with the King, had conftrued their Parlia¬ 
ments into the reprefentatives of the people, and pre¬ 
tended that the different Parliaments, though difperfed 
in different towns throughout the ftate, conftituted but 
one and the fame body, holding their powers diredily 
from the people, whofe perpetual reprefentatives they 
pretented to be, whofe rights they were to fupport 
againft the encroachments of the crown, and exerciGng 
for them that inalienable and indefeafable right of ma¬ 
king laws and voting fubfidies ; although they were re- 
fident magiftrates and fixed in different towns by the 
King to. adminifter juftice in his name. 

This was a fyftcm of Parliaments very widely differ¬ 
ent from the idea which the French Kings, who had 
created them without even taking the fenfe of the na¬ 
tion, had conceived of thefe Judiciary Courts. It was 
indeed extraordinary, that tribunals either ambulent or 
ftationary, and which the Kings had created at their 
own will and pleafure, (hould belong to the very efifence 
of the Conftitution ; that a body of Magiftrates all na¬ 
med by the King (hould pretend to be the free chofen 
Teprefentatives of the people, and a magiftracy fo much 
at the difpofition of the Sovereigns, that they had fold 
‘the offices ; could then thefe men pretend to aflimilate 
themfelves to reprefentatives deputed by the people to 
the States General.* 

* The denomination of Parlement (Parliament,) which had 
been given to the firft Tribunals of the ftate, had greatJy con¬ 
tributed to the iljuiion, which might have been eafily avoided had 
the old term of Plaid (court leet) been prelerved, which in the 
ancient hiftory of France denotes fometimes thofe great aflem- 
blies which the King deliberated with on important queftions re- 
fpedling the ftate,at other times thofe ambulatory tribunals which 
adminiftered juftice. It was thefe latter only that our Kings had 
perpetuated under the name of Parliaments. The difference is 
the more evident, as thole great Affemblies or States General 
never meddled with the Judiciary Power, the exercife of which 
conftituted the Ible fun^ons of the ambulent Magiftracy. In 
/thofe great AfTemblies or National Plaids the Clergy was always 
admitted as tJ^e firft order of the ftate ; whereas by the very na- 
^re of its duties, it was excluded from Judiciary Plaids (lee 
die Prefident Hainault, an. 1137, 131.9, ^paj/im ;) how then 
was it polEble ro confound the States General with the Judiciary 
Plaids or Parliasients 1 
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Hie ftates thcmfehres nerer viewed the Parliaments 
in any other light, which is eafy to be feen by what the 
Prefident Hainault fays on the ftates held in 1614 : 
On this occafion I muft fay, that as we recognize no 
other authority in France but that of the King, it is 
by his authority that laws are made. As mils the 
King fo mils the Law. On that account the States 
General can only rcmonftrate and humbly fupplicate. 

•• The King hearkens to their grievances and prayers in 
his prudence and his juftice.—For, was he obliged to 
grant all that was a(ked of him, fays one of our moft 
celebrated authors, he would ceafe to be their King. 

It is for that reafin that during the fittings of the States 
General the authority of the Parliament fuffers no dirm- 
nation^ as exe^cifing no other power but that of the 
King, whichmayt^eafily feen in the minutes of the 
laft ftates 

It was therefore a moft extraordinary claim, of tbefe 
Parliaments, all created by, and exercifing the authori¬ 
ty of the King only, to pretend to be the reprefentatives 
of the people in order to refill the power of that fame 
King; ftyling themfelves the habitual and permanent 
reprefentatives of the States General, who had never 
formed the lead idea of fuch reprefentatives, and who 
had always looked upon them as the King’s Magiftrates. 
But when new fyftcms had fpread difquietude in every 
breaft, and produced the third of Revolution, illufion 
eafily baniftied truth. The moft r 6 rpe 61 able Magiftrates, * 
overpowered by the weight of Montcfquieu’s authority, 
and fpurred on by the Sophifters, were eafily perfuaded 
that every country was enflaved, and groaned under the 
mod fevere defpotifm, where the legiflative and fifeal 
powers were not in the hands of the people or of their 
reprefentatives. And, left the whole code of laws which 
the Kings had made and the Parliaments proclaimed, 
fliould fuddcnly become null and void, thefe Magiftrates, 
who had enregiftered and proclaimed them, conftituted 
themfelves the reprefentatives of the people. 

Thefe claims ferved as a pretence for the moft invin¬ 
cible refiftance to the orders of their Sovereign. The 
King’s council, and particularly Mr. de Maupou, fur- 
snifed a coalition aiming at nothing Icfs than to disorder 
the Monarchy, to diminifh the authority of the throne, 
jto put the Sovereign under the habitud dependence of 

* Hiftory of France, anno 16x4, 



txt AMTIMONARCHlCikL CONSPIRACT. 

the Twelve Parliaments, and to create dillurbancea and 
difputes between the King and his Tribunals as often as 
anv fadious Magiftrate, afluming the chara£ler of a 
trioune of the people, ihould oppofe the pretended will 
of the nation to his Sovereign. Lewis XV. refolved to 
annihilate- fuch Parliaments, and to create new ones 
more linuted in their powers, and which might be re- 
ftrained within the bounds of their duty with greater 
eafe. 

This refolve was being put in execution, and the 
Sophifters rejoiced to fee the difputes daily increafe. 
Convinced that thefe diflentions would necelTarily oblige 
the King to aflemble the States General, where they 
Ihould Ik able to find means of publifiiing their plans 
and of operating, at lead in part, the Revolution they 
fo ardently wi(hed*for, they brought forward that fame 
Maleiherbes, whom we have feen fo aftive in feconding 
the Sophifters of Impiety. He was at that time Prefident 
of the Gourdes Aides^ the firft tribunal in Paris after the 
Parliament. He engaged his company to make the firft 
fignal ftep towards oppofing the States General to the 
authority of the Monarch. He formed thofe remon- 
(trances (ince fo famous among the Philofophers, be- 
caufe, under the cloak of a few refpeiftful expreflions, 
he had broached all the new principles of the fe£t and 
all their pretenfions agrinft the authority of their Sove* 
reign. 

Maleflier- remonftrances we fee the demand for the 

bcsandthe States-General couched in the following terms ; << Un- 
Parlia- « til this period at Icaft the reclamations of the Courts 
^thc ‘‘ fupplied, though imperfe^lily, thcwantof theStates- 
StatesGen* General) for, notwithftanding our zeal, we cannot 
eral i€ pretend to fay, that we have been able to make a- 
mends to the nation for the great advantages which 
« muft have accrued to it, by the intercourfe between 
its reprefentatives and the Sovereign. But at prefent 
** the foie refource which had been left to the people is 
torn from them. By whom (ball their interefts be 
affcrted againft the minifter ? The people difpcrfed 
** have no common organ by which they may prefer 
their complaints. Sire^ interrogate then the nation it-- 
<< felf, fince that alone remains to which your Majefty 
can hearken.”* 

* Remonftrance of the Coot dss Aides, Feb. X77Z. 
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The other parliaments who followed Maleflierbes’s 
example were ignorant of the intentions of the fe£t 
which had prompted him to a£t. They abandoned 
themfelves to the torrent, and were hurried away by the 
impulfe given by the Sophifters and by the public opin* 
ion, which the fyftem of Montefquieu on the Legifla- 
tivc and Fifcal Powers had new«m^elled. 

Milled by Malelherbes’s example, the Parliament of 
Rouep alfo aiked for the States-General in their remon-i 
ftrancesof the 19th March 1771. Sire, Since the 
efforts of the Magifiracy are fruitlefs, design to con- 
fult the Nation affembled/^ But the former col¬ 
leagues of Montefquieu, the Parliament of Bourdeaux 
thought it incumbent on them to (how more than ordi¬ 
nary zeal for his principles, as is to ba feen by the pref- 
Cng ftylc in which their remonftrances of the 25th Feb¬ 
ruary 1771, are couched. 

<< If it be true (fay thefe Magillrates,) that the Par- . 
liament, become fedentary under Philip le Bel, and 
perpetual under Charles VI. is not the lame, as the 
<< Ambulent Parliament convoked during the firft years 
of Philip le Bel’s reign, under Lewis IX. under Lewis 
VIIL and under Philip Auguftus ; the fame as the 
** Placita convoked under Charlemagne and his defeend* 
ants ; the fame as thofe ancient afiemblies of the 
Francs of which hiftory has preferved the memory 
both before and after the conquell; if the diftribu- 
tion of this Parliament to different diltrids has chan- 
** ged the ejfence of its Confitution^ in Ihort, Sirc^ 
** though your Courts of Parliament (hould not have 
•• the right of examining and verifying the new laws 
** which your Majefty may pleafe to propofe, f ill the 
nation cannot be deprived of that rights it is a right that 
** cannot be If ; it is inalienable. TTo attack that right is 
•• not only to betray the Nation but the King himfelf It 
«« would be to overthrow the conftitution of the king- 
dom. It would be to attack the authority of the. 
Monarch in its very principles. Will it be believed, 
that the verification of the new laws being made by 
« your Courts in Parliament does not eompenfate for this 
primitive fight of the nation ? Can public order be 
** benefited by this power being once more exercifed by 
** the nation r Should his Majefty deign to re-eftablifh 
the people in their rights, he would fee us no longer 
<< claiming that portion of authority which the 
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w your prcdccefTors, have entruftcd us wlthj as fooit M 
the nation affembled (hall exercife that povver itfelf." 
It is thus that the Parliaments, a prey to a faftion 
with whofc' dark dehgns they were wholly unaquainted, 
were craving pardon as it were of the people for ha¬ 
ving forgotten their inherent and inalienable rights of 
Legiflation and of Sovereignty, at leaft in part, in the 
Aflembly of the States General. They did not forefec 
that a day would come when they would have to 
aik pardon of the people for having called for thofe 
fame States General, fo fatal to the King, to them- 
fclves and to the nation. 

How this The Revolution would have been accompHfhed at 
demand that time had Lewis XV. fliown lefs refolution. It 
prepared precifely at that period when the feft, painted in 

for Rc- colors a few months before by the Attorney 

volution. General of the Parliament of Paris, ‘‘ was feeking ts 
** excite the people to revolt under pretence of enlightening 
them : when its difquiet and daring genius, inimical 
to all dependence, afpired at the overthrow of every 
political conHitution, and whofe views would only 
be accompliflied when they had fucceeded in thtow- 
** ing the legiflative and executive powers into the 
hands of the multitude, when the Majejly of 'Kings 
** had been reviled^ and their authority had been rendered 
precarious and fubordinate to the capricious farts of an 
** ignorant meb '^ 

It was at that period ** when the numbers of the 
** profelytes were increafing and the maxims of the 
** fe£k were fpreading far and wide, when kingdoms 
** felt themfelves iha^n in their foundations; when 
« nations^ aftonilhed, alkcd each other, whence arofc 
^* the extraordinary changes which had been operated 
** among them ?” In a word, it was at that period 
when Mably and his difciples were conjuring a Revolu¬ 
tion, when the QSconomifls were circulating and infu- 
fing their principles into every clafs of the people, when 
the Philofophers forefaw the Revolution^ foretold it^ and 
propofed the manner of accomplijbing it by means of a com* 
bination with the people.^ 

From that period the convocation of the States-Gen- 
cral muft have infallibly brought about the Revolution. 
The Sophifters needed no longer to infpire the Magif- 
tracy with their fyfteins. The principles were admitted, 

* See OudiD, Suppl. to the 'Social CoDtra<^. 
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tliottgh the application of them might vary. The right 
of verifying and examining the, Jaws hdA been recog- 
ifized as a primitive and inalienable rjght inherent to the 
people. If the parliament in. the days of it^iiloiion 
only held this language to their Sovereign to aflert their 
audhprify againft his Minifters^ flill the Sophifters wiib- * 
cd for no further declarations, to revile the Majejly of 
Kingsj and to render their authority precarious and fubordi^ 
nate to the capricious Jlarts of an ignorant mob. From the 
right of examining to the right of rejefting, or to the 
right of infurre^ion, in Ihort, to ail the rights pf the 
Revolutionary Code, there was .but one ftq> further ; 
and the Sophifters at the hiead of the multitude were 
re^y prepared to, bear down every oppofirion to that 
xneafure. Alinoft every exifting law was null, becaufi 
it had been made by the King without confulting the 
people; and all laws might be fet aiide, becaufe the 
people had a right to examine them anew and hence 
proferibe them, if fuch was their will and pleafure. 

Such a one, neverthekfs, was to be a moderate Rev^ Of thoTe 
olution in the language of the Sophifters. It was not 
only thofc Magiftrates who, wrefting from tlic Sovc- 
reign his rights and transferring them to the people^ and tion. 
hoping by that means to enjoy the whole power in their 
aflemblies, were the abettors of this Revolution; but 
alfo that numerous clafs of the Ariftocracy, whom we 
fliall fee hereafter carrying to the States-General all 
thofe fyftems of the legillative people; of a people 
preferring all the hierarchy qf birth in their legillative 
aflemblies \ of a people adopting Montefquieu’s princi* 
pies only in as far as they applied to, and threw the 
power into the hands of the Ariftocracy ; in fine, this 
revolution was forwarded and fupported by all that clafs 
of Sophifters who, contented with having afterted the 
principles of the Legiflative and Sovereign people^ were 
pleafed to continue the name of King to the firft miniC- 
ter of that people. 

Lewis XV. was perfeSly aware that he was on the it i, zverti 
eve of lofing the moft precious rights of his crown, cd by Lew* 
Naturally humane, and an enemy to all afts of author- 
' ity, he was neverthelefs determined to tranfmit whole 
and unimpaired to his fucceflbr the power which he had 
received on afeending the throne. He wilhed to die as 
he had lived, a King : He diflblved the Parliaments, re- 
fufed to convoke the States-General, and never permit 
Vol. 11. T 
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CTcn to Hungary and Tranfylvania, will be extraOed 
iVJemoriaU, with which we have been favour- 
^QbUitj. by perfons who, being on the fpot, were enabled to 
obferve with the greateft precifion the one the caufesi the 
other the effefis, which enabled the German Sophifters 
to glory in having preceded our Carmagnols and Sep- 
tembrizing butchers in their Revolutionary depredations. 

Scarcely had the French Philofophifm penetrated to 
the banks of the Moldaw, when thofc baneful princi¬ 
ples of Liberty and Equality which formerly had led the 
Hul&tes and Thaborites to the enthuliaftic murder of 
the Clergy and^obilitVy to the laying in afties the Caf- 
tlcs and Monaueries, were feen to ferment anew. A 
confpiracy was formed at Prague, and it was to break 
out on the i6th of May. It was cuftomary on that day 
for multitudes of the common people to throng into 
town, to celebrate the feall of St. Jean Ncpomucene. 
At the time of this immenfe concourfe of people from 
the country, fome thoufands of armed Confpiratbrs 
were fuddenly to appear; others were to make ihcm- 
felves mailers of the bridge and gates } others again 
'were to mix among the people ; to harangue them, to 
announce the dawn of rifing Liberty, and to exhort 
them to throw off the yoke of Slavery, and to take 
ppfleflion of thofe lands which they had fo long watered 
with thefweatof their brows, and whofe fruit only en¬ 
riched a fet of tyrannical, haughty, vain, and idle 
’Lords. 

Such language, it may eafily be conceived, mvift 
have made a ftrong impreflion on men who,^ for the 
greateft part, cultivated lands which they only held at 
the pleafure of the Lord, in conlideration of lb many 
days work every week, employed in the culture of the 
Lord’s lands.* Arms were to be diftributed to this 

* The peafantry called Robot a were not all in an equal demee 
of flavery. Some held their lands for three, others for four days 
labour per week. Ho'^ever juft the conditions of fucha lervi- 
tude were in thcmfelvcs, it was neverthelefs difficult for the tra¬ 
veller accufto ned to other g^wernrnents not to be perfuaded, that 
thefe men were very unhappy. I was of that opinion, when aa 
ttoexpefted ^ght nearly reconciled me to that mode of adminifl 
tration. It was an immenfe granary belonging to the Lord. In 
the middle of a large hall were vaft heaps of corn ; around the 
place as many diviiions as there were families in the village,, and 
each divifion contained the corn belonging to one Family. An 
overfeer attended at the diftribudons, whitm were made once a 
week. If the ftopk of my particular divifion was exhaufted, 
jbe DCcelTary quantity was taken from the Lord’s heap fqi the 
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populace fuddenly heated by the cry of Liberty and 
Equality. The Lords and the rich were to fall the firft 
vi£iims of their fury \ the lands diftributed to the mur¬ 
derers, and Liberty proclaimed, we ihould have beheld 
Bohemia the firft Republican offspring of Philofophifm. 

Secretly however as this plot was carried on, fome 
of the adepts ere long betrayed the fecret.—^Maria Thc- 
refa, the Emprefs Queen, found means of (tiffing the 
whole, and her council behaved with fo much prudence 
and dexterity, that the public journals of the time 
fcarcely mention it. Perhaps the court judged wifely, 
and thought it prudent to gain over the chiefs, rather 
than by executions to call the attention of the public to 
principles which have but too often ftained Bohemia 
with the blood of its bed inhabitants. 

Notwithftanding the very fmall fuccefs that had at- New plms 
tended their attempt, the Sophifters of the Danube 
and Moldau did not lofe all hopes of effectuating their phiften. 
fchemes of Equality. They invented a plan which 
drew the Emprefs Queen into the delufion, and ftil! 
more her fucceflbr Jofeph IL—^The apparent objeCt of 
this plan was, that proprietors whofe lands were fo ex- 
tenfive that they were unable to cultivate them, fhould 
be obliged to cede a part of fuch lands to the peafantry. 

Thefe, in return, were to pay an annual rent to the 
former proprietors equal in value to the eftimated reve- 
nue. Each community was to engage to punifhfe- 
vcrely every peafant who fhould negled); either the culti¬ 
vation of the land ceded, or the payment of the fettled 
rent. 

This plan was prefented to the Emprefs Queen with 
fo much art, that fhe was perfuaded it had no other view 
than the enriching of the Hate by favouring the induf- 
try and encouraging the emualtion of the real cultiva¬ 
tors. She therefore gave orders to various agents of 
government to fend in Memorials on the fubjeA : and 
herfelf tried the experiment by ceding fome of the 
crown lands on the aforementioned conditions. 

family jn need, who were to replace the com fo takes at die en- 
fuinsharveff. By this means the pooreft peafant was certain oT 
his (Penance. Let the reader decide, whether fuch a govern* 
ment may not be as good as others, where the poor man may often 
ftarve in the poffelHon of perfed Liberty* I know what might 
bewifhed for under every adminiftradon ; but it is not the part 
of true Philofophy to overthrow exifting goveranents in the chi<^ 
merical idea of reducing, fome day or outer, every thing to its 
own plans* 



13^ ANTIMONAECHICAt COMSPIEACT. 

The Sophifters feared the delay attendant on fuch de¬ 
liberations ; and, to haften the general execution of 
their projeds, they fpread their propofitions and plaiiis 
ftinong the peafantry. Their mod ardent miffionary 
was an intriguing prieil, who ran to and fro throughout 
the country, preaching up this reformation of property 
which he thought admirable. He found it no difficult 
tide to infufe a portion of his enthufiafm into his ruftic 
auditors* ** The Nobles, viewing this plan in no other 
light than as a means of defpoiling them of their pro¬ 
perty under the pretence of a juft compenfation, objec¬ 
ted that the peafantry, become mafters and proprietors 
of the land, would foon find means of turning the 
whole profit to their own ufe ; and that Philofophifm 
would foon invent new reafons for paying no retribution 
* whatever to the Lords (for would it not be doubly un- 

joft to carry any part of the produce of lands to Lords 
who neither cultivated nor had any property in them 
in fine, (bould it cverpleafe the peafantry to league to¬ 
gether and refufe all payments, the Lords would have 
h>ft both their lands and money, and the Nobility, thus 
reduced, would be able to find no other means of fub- 
fiftcnce than by entering into the fcrvice of their quon^ 
dam tenants."* 

This oppofitibn only contributed to ftimulate the zeal 
of the levelling apoftks. They had given the peafantry 
hernia. every hope of Tuccefs, and it was eafy to irritate them 
againft their opponents. It was icon to be perceived 
that thofe vaflals who had always been fo mild and 
humble with rcfpefl to their Lords had now affumed a 
haughty and infolent mien. It was neceffary to refort 
to punifhments, which only added to their complaints 

* This may lerve to explato the thesry of the French Efoiffra- 
tion. A friend of mtae, who had exercifed an aimoft houn^efr 
' charity in the manor of which be was Lord, was nearly murder¬ 

ed in the general iufurre^lion of 1789, by that peafantry which 
he had preferred from the indemency of the fbi%gokig winter. 
He was however fortunate enough to cfcape the of the 
faffins, and returning to his former manfion, was received with 
acekrmtioos of joy. On e3qx>ftuiatiQg with his tenants on ffie 
treatment he had lately received they fc^pEged his pardon m ithefr 
words: fayiogr, Ah Sir, we were milled ; we. mre made to 

** believe diat if we burnt your title deeds and got nid of you, wc 
** fhouid have nothing to pay, and fliouid remain ipropnetors of 
** the lands we hold ; but we afk pardon,” See. He thus escaped 
the agents, bat Afterwards purfiied by the reveduttolitry lea* 
ders called Deputies, and is at pstknt involved m tbe g^erai 
decree of death proaouBced againft the Emigrants. T* 
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and nrarmurs. The Emprefs Qi^en^ ftill mifled by 
the apparent juftice of the plan, and the Emperor, 
whofc Philofophifm and ambition fccrctly enjoy^ the 
hopes of humiliating the NoWlity, were imprudent 
enough to receive the complaints of thofe whom the 
Lords had thought neceflary to punifli. This fort of 
connivance gave our ruilic revolters reafon to believe, 
that they had nothing to fear on the part of govern* 
ment. The Sophiftieal emiflaries perfumed them, that 
they ought to obt^n by force what in juftice dould not 
be refufed them. Such infinuations naturally produced 
violence, and in 1773, the infurre£iion of thepeafantry 
againft the. Nobility was almoft univerfal throughout 
Bohemia. 

The ruftics already began to bum and pillage* the 
caftles; the Nobility and the rich proprietors were me¬ 
naced with a general maflacre. The Emprefs Queen 
came to a tardy fenfe of the fault (he had committed ; 
bnt then at leaft (he loft no time to cru(h the growing 
evil. An army of 28,000 men received orders to march 
and to quell the rioters. The Sophifters had not had 
the time neceflary to organize their Revolutionary 
bands, and the revolters were foon defeated. 

' Thofe parts of Pru(fia and Sileiia which border on 
Bohemia had felt the commotion, and it was then that 
Frederick firft divined the intentions of the Sophifters. 
He had not courted them fo far as to di(band his army. 
He was even more refolute than the Emprefs Queen in 
eradicating the fpirit of revolt. He immediat^ hung 
up the mutineers ; and our levelling Philofophifts were 
ftill obliged quietly to behold thofe difgufting diftinc- 
tions of Lords and peafants, of Nobles and rich. But 
they were only pacified for the moment, and never loft 
fight of their plans. The death of the Emprefs Queen 
gave them an occafion of making ftill more perfidious 
cflays for the deftruftion of the NobiKty. 

Initiated in the Sophifticated myfteries, Jofeph II. 
had found means of combining the ideas of Liberty 
and Equality with thofe of the Defpot; and under 
pretence of reigning like a Philofopher, levelled every 
thing around him, that he and his fyftcms might tower 
alone above the ruined -plane. With his pretended 
liberty of confciencc, he would have been the greateft 
pcrfecutor of his age, had not the French Revolution 

* The fate of France 1789. 
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followed him fo clofely. With his pretended equality^ 
he only fought to vilify and plunder the Nobility, and 
to fling their fortunes into the hands of their vaflTals, 
in order to overthrow the laws of the Empire, and 
thofe of property as well as thofe of religion, that he 
might not meet with a greater oppolition from the No:^ 
bility than he would from their vaflals. With all his 
pretenfions to genius, the mod awful leflbns were ne- 
ceflary to perfuade him that the real tendency of this 
Philofophifm of Equality and of religious and political 
Liberty, was the deftru£iion of the throne as well as 
of the altar. 

Such was the Philofophy of that Prince ; whatever 
m,ay have been his intentions, his innovating genius 
was unfortunate enough to furnifh the pretext for a 
mod cruel infurre£lion againd the Nobility of a large 
portion of his dominions. The celerity with which he 
was accudomed to make himfelf obeyed, may cad cruel 
'doubts on the dilatory manner in which he went to the 
fuccour of the unhappy viflims. 

All that I am about to relate concerning this memora¬ 
ble event, the atrocious memory of which the court of 
Vienna vainly attempted to difle, lhall be extraded 
from a relation written by Mr. J. Petty, an Englifh gen¬ 
tleman whom 1 knew to be one of thofe who had efca* 
ped from the maflacre, and is now living at Betchworth 
near Daiking, in the County of Surry. It .was to his 
memorial I alluded when I (poke of one more particu; 
larly indrudive as to eflefts.. The other, from which 
I have extrafbed the greater part of what has been al¬ 
ready feen in this Chapter, has a greater application to 
caufes, and fliows the conneftion between thofe fa£li 
and the progrefs of Philofophifm and Jacoblnifm in the 
Audrian dominions. On conlidering thefe two memori¬ 
als collcftively, we fee that it was at Vienna where the 
Sophiders, under the cloak of Humanity and Liberty, 
were inventing every means either for the dedrufliou 
of the Nobility, or to oblige the Lords to renounce 
their ancient rights over their vaflals and villains, and 
that the orders given by jofeph II. for the mode of de¬ 
fence of the frontiers of Tranfylvania furniflied the 
means or the occaflon for executing their plans. Thefe 
orders were fuch, that they were calculated either to 
rob the Hungarian Lords of their vaflals, or to throw 
them into open rebellion againd their maders. 
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Antecedent to this new plan adopted by the Emperor, 
the chain of troops deftined for the. guard of the Turf • 
kifli frontiers was compofed of' peafants or villains, who 
were exempted from a part of their ordinary labours in 
confideration of this military duty ; but were not on 
that account exempt from dependence on their mafters. 

In the fpring of the year 1781, Jofeph II. fenttheMa* 
jor General Geny to Hermaniladt, with orders to aug¬ 
ment the number of thefe guards^ and to put them mi 
the fame footing as the reft of the Imperial troops; that 
is to fay, in a ftate of perfeft; independence on their 
former Lords. The propofed indemnifications did not, 
however, prevent numerous reclamations being made. 

What feemed to juftify this oppoiition, and what was 
eafy to be forefeen (which perhaps might have been the 
read obje£); of the Sophifters,) was, that the peafantry 
flocked in crouds to be enrolled, and by that means en¬ 
franchize themfelves from all fubmiftion and from ans 
ferviccs or duties to their Lords.-^I muft own with 
truth, and in unifon with Mr. Petty, that the fate of 
the peafantry or villains was much aggravated hy the 
harflinefs of fome of their mafters. 

In the mean time, until an anfwer to the reclama*^ lafurrec* 
tions of the Nobility and .proprietors could be^ obtained tjon odea- 
from Vienna, the commander in chief at Hermanftadt ^ 
thought it incumbent on him to declare, that thefe new 
enrollments fliould be confidered as operating no change newpUn. 
in the political, fituation of the peafantry, until further 
orders and inftru£tions fliould be received from the £m^ 
peror. But thofe orders did not arrive, and the com¬ 
mander in chief had made his declaration tOo late.-^ 

Thofe villains who had enrolled themfelves not only 
looked upon their enfranchizement as complete, but 
committed fuch exceffes againft their former ifiafters, 
that the Magiftrates were obliged to apply to the com¬ 
mander in chief for the revocation or all the enroll¬ 
ments, as the only method of reftoring order. But the 
revocation proved ufelefs ; it was well known that the 
Emperor had returned no anfwer. The peafantry, in 
lieu of peaceably fubmittingto their injured Lords, pier- 
fifted in looking upon themfelves as independent ibldiers, 
when on a;*l^den there appeared a Valachian peafatit 
of the na^Qf Horja who gathered a multitude of them 
around hiim^' He, decorated with a large ftar and bear¬ 
ing a patent written in golden letters, declared himfeif 
Vol. IL U 
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.fcntbjr the Emperor to enrol them all. He offered ter 
put himfelf at their head and to reftore them to their 
liberty. The peafantry flocked to their new general. 
The Lords and proprietors fent daily information to the 
government and to the commander in chief at Her- 
manftadt of what was pafling; of the fecret commit¬ 
tees vhich were held in different parts, and of the in- 
furre£iion Vhich was on the eve of burfting forth. Re¬ 
proaches for their apprehenfions and timidity were the 
only anfwers they received. 

Maflacre The day marked out by the Confpirators was approach- 

of tha No-';ng, and on the 3d November i784Horja appeared at 

thoufand men. He formed different 
^ detachments and fent them to burn the caftles and mur¬ 

der the Lords and proprietors. Thefe forerunners of the 
Jacobin Galley Slaves of Marfeilles executed his orders 
with that fanguinary fury which they had imbibed a- 
gainft the Nobility from the doflrines of Equality, and 
die rebels foon counted 12,000 men following their level¬ 
ling ftandards. In a very (hort fpace of time fifty No¬ 
blemen were murdered. Carnage and defolation now 
fpread from county to county ; the houfes of the Nobil¬ 
ity were every where burnt and ranfacked, and mere 
affaflination could no longer fatiate their fanguinary fu¬ 
ry. The unhappy Noblemen who fell into their hands 
were put to the mofl: excruciating tortures. Some were 
impaled alive, their hands and feet cut off, and roafted 
at a flow fire,' for fuch is the humanity of levellers !!— 
But we will not attempt to comment on the relation we 
have before us i to extract: is a talk fufficiently diftrefling. 
<< Among the caftles which were reduced to aihes the 
moft remarkable were thofe of the Counts D’Efter- 
<< hazy and Tekeli ; and of the Noblemen who were 
<< mu^ered the moft diftinguifhed were the two Counts 
and Brothers Rebiezi. The eldeft was fpitted and 
<< roafted ; many others of the fame family, men, wo- 
<< men and children, were cruelly maiiacred. The un- 
fortunate Lady Bradifador, with whom I had fpent a 
<< few days (fays Mr. Petty,} alfo fell a melancholy vic- 
« tim.—Thefe barbarians feized her, cut off her hands 
and feet, and then left her to linger in that ftate till 
flie expired. But let us turn from fuch horrid fub- 
jefts: They recal to my mind perfons forever dear to 
<< me, who fell a moft wanton facrifice to cruelty, oa 
^ which 1 have not the courage to dilate/’ 
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We alfowouldgladly have withheld fuch bloody recites 
^rom our readers ; but, when compared to our Septem- 
brizing JacobinSi they become marking features in hif- 
tory• And how mucb more ftriking would thefe leflbns 
be, was it here the place to enumerate the many Cmilar 
attacks againft the nobility with which our Memoirs on 
Ancient Jacobinifm are replete. We ihould there fee 
that fame Philofophifm of Liberty and Equality forming 
the fame plots and perpetrating the fame atrocities a- 
gainft that part of fociety dillinguiflied by its titles, rank, 
or riches ; and the Ariftocracy may learn from their own 
hiftory the danger of encouraging fophifticated levellers, 
who never fawn on them but in hopes of tearing to 
pieces and i devouring the whole of that clafs which is 
diftinguilhed by riches and honors. 

In making a comparifon between the Jacobins of the 
prefent day and their forefathers, I fliould not conceal 
thofe horrid fights of noblemen roaiking, of women mu¬ 
tilated, of whole families mafiacred, or of the palpitating 
members of fathers, mothers and children in Tranfylva- 
nia. Nor fliould I pafs over thofe cannibals of the Place 
Dauphine burning at a flow fire (on the 3d of Septem¬ 
ber 1792) the Countefs of Perignan and her daughters^ 
Madame de Chevres^ and fo many other vifkims, oflFer- 
ing the flefli of thofe whom they had already butchered 
as food to thofe whom were next to be facrificed. Such 
horrid deeds are far from being novelties in the annals 
of the fe£k.* Nor was it referved to the Carmagnols of 
Paris or of Tranfylvania to Ihow the example of fuch 
cruelties. 

* In oar Hiflory of the Clergy during the French Revolution^ 
we mentioned thefe atrocious fads of the Place Dauphine, which 
fome of our readers cafled in queftion, becaufe they had not 
witnefled them, though in Paris at the time; but let it be recol- 
ledled, it was a time when terror would icareely permit them to 
raife their heads from their hiding places. Let them confult the 
writings of Mr. Girtanner, a Swifs phyfician, who was an eye 
wimefi to what he relates. They will learn that the work from 
which I had made the extraift was only a tranflation from ^ 
work, nor did I know at that time that the Baron de PeleMer Vien 
was the tranflator, as 1 have fince learned from himfelT. I have 
alfe feen Mr. Cambden, chaplain to one of the Irifh regiments# 
He had printed the fame account a Liege, and declared to me that 
he had only publifhed it on the teflimony of twenty different 
witnefles, who ail affured him that Mr. Girtanner and myfelf 
had been fo far from exaggerating the fad, that we had ftopped 
frr fhort of the horrors of ^hat fangnuiary (ceae. 
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Thefe ftatements I know* will make mj reader, ihud- 
der with horror^ but it is a falutary tremor. At length 
pbrhaps they will ceafe to hearken to thofe Sophiftical A- 
^oftles of a Liberty and Equality lefschimerical than atro¬ 
cious, and whofe fy(terns aflimilate man to the ferocious 
beaftsof the foreft• The error is too fatal; let ustherefore 
guard againft the deluGons of pride by the remembrance 
of deeds humiliating to nature itfelf. We have witnef- 
fed the fanguinary confequences of thefe vain fyftems 
of Liberty and Equality in our own times; let us ven¬ 
ture to examine for a moment what courfe they took in 
she days of our anceftors. 

In 1358 France had its Jacobins, and their fyftem 
was Liberty and Equality. Froifiard, one of the molt 
efteemed French Hiftorians, paints their condud^ as 
follows : 

« In the month of May 1358 France was ftrickcn 
with a (trange defolation. Some country people, 

^ without a chirf, and at firft not one hundred in num- 
• affeftibled in the BeauvoiGs, declaring that the 
nobility Were a diihonor to the nation, and that it 
would be a meritorious aft to deftroy them all. Their 
companions anfwcrcd, ^ It is true, and evil fall upon 
<< the man who (hall not do his utmoft to deftroy the 
nobility.* They then gathered together, having no 
other arms than (ticks tipped with iron, and knives, | 
and immediately proceeded to the neighbouring man- 
fion of a nobleman. After having murdered him, 
his wife and childern, not fparing the infant babes, 

•• they fet fire to his houfe. They tlien proceeded to 
V *5 another caftle, where feizing on the Chevalier, they 
oftered violence to his wife and daughter, and after- 
wards murdered them in his prefence, with the reft 
of his children ; they then butchered him, and lev- 
died his caftle with Ae ground. They treated feve- 
ral other country houfes and caftles in the fame man- 
ner. Their numbers increafed to Gx thoufand, and 
they were joined every where as they went by their 
equals \ the others fled through terror, carrying their 
wives and children with them to the diftance of ten 
or twenty leagues, leaving their houfes and valuables 
at the n^rcy of the robbers. Thefe wicked wretches, 
without chiefs, bustled, burnt, and maftacred cve- 
ry nbbienran they met with, and oftered the moft un- 
heard-of violences to the wives and daughters of 
their viftims* He who committed the greateft ex- 
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cedes and horrors (deeds that neither can nor ought 
to be defcribed) was the moft exalted among them, 
and lodced upon as the moft diftinguiihed deaden 
** I could not dare recite the treatment which women 
<< met with from them. Among other horrors which 
they committed, they feized a nobleman, murdered 
him, fpitted him, and roafted him in the prefence of 
his wife and children.* They forced this unhappy 
woman to eat of the flefh of her hufband, and then 
made her undergo a mpft ftiocking death. 

Thefe wicked wretches burnt and deftroyed above 
fixty caftles in the Beauvoifin and in the neighbour- 
hood of Corbie, Amiens, and Montdidier. They 
deftroyed above a hundred in the county of Valois, 
and the bifhopricks of Laon, Noyon, and Soiflbns.’’f 
It is worthy of, remark, that when thefe wretches 
were aiked what induced them to commit fuch hor« 
rors, they anfwered, < That they did not know.’ Such 
was the precife anfwer which our firft incendiaries gave 
when aiked why they burned the caftles; fuch alfo 
would have been the anfwer of our Tranfylvanian Car¬ 
magnoles. Whence did that clown who became their 
chief procure his ftar and his patents written in golden 
letters ? Who had forged them, if not the fame fe£b 
that in 1789 forged the pretended orders of Lewis 
XVI. fent to the peafantry in Dauphine to buiit the 
caftles ^nd chafe the nobles ? The pretext was every 
where the fame, and the like evils flowed from the 
fame, though bidden^ fiurce. 

Befides, there is a moft terrible cloud impending over 
this infurre£rion of the peafantry in Tranfylvania-againft 

* When the unfortunate Chevalier Dillon was murdered by 
his own Ibldiers at Lifle, after haying made him lan^ifh from 
nine in the morning till feven at night with a broken uiigh from 
a piftof ball which one of the cuirainers under his command 
fired at him in the field. As he entered the gates of Lifle he re¬ 
ceived three more fhots, which put an. end to his exiftenee, and 
his body was dragged to the Grande Place^ •where it •was roaf^ 
ted^ and pieces ef his JUJh fold f$r tnwo^pence and three-pence to 
the Jlandersdfy. On the 11th of Auguft, I was eye-witnefs to 
the burning of the bodies of many of the Swift in large bonfires, 
made of the wood-work of the guard-houfes and out-hoaies of 
the Thuilleries, while men covered with blood and fmoke were 
beating down widi long poles the flefh which bloated up from ^e 
heat. Large piles of burnt bones lay by the fires, which had 
been kindled foon after the attack upon the palace the day befor<^ 
which proved that fuch had been their amufement during 
preceding night. T. ^ 

t Froiflard’s Chronicle, £d. of Lyoas 1559, Chap. iZz. 
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the nobilitjr. In the commencement the government of 
Hermanfladt refafed to fend fuccours on pretence that 
their alarms were groundlcfs, when it was impoiUble 
to deny the horrors committed by the infurgents. Sol¬ 
diers were fent, but without orders to aft. At firfi: 
appearance one would have thought they were in an 
underftanding with the banditti, who continued their 
devaftations without fearing to be reprefled by the fol* 
diery. The troops, having no orders, were reduced to 
be tranquil fpeftators of the caftles in flames (the in¬ 
cendiaries even marching before them,) and heard the 
unhappy viftims calling for fuccour in the agonies of 
death, but in vain j they had not the power to aft. 
At length fuch of the nobles as had efcaped the gene¬ 
ral maffacre, being joined by thofe of the neighbour¬ 
ing counties, formed themfelves into a body, marched 
againft the infurgents, and defeated them in various 
encounters 5 and Horja, with his followers who were 
ftill numerous, was obliged to retire into the moun¬ 
tains. He there gathered frefh forces, and renewed 
his devaftating and fanguinary courfe. Then at leafl: it 
was impol&ble not to give the troops orders to aft. 
But the cloud becomes ftill more impenetrable. When 
the infurgents pillaged Abrud-Banga the Caiffe (TE/^ 
compte belonging to the Royal Chamber fell into their 
hands ; but they would not touch it becaufe it belongs* 
ed to the Emperor: And foon after a detachment of a 
Lieutenant and only twenty-four men came to efcort 
the cheft to Zalatna. On their march a numerous 
party of Horja’s followers might have feized it again, 
when one of the Infurgents advancing propofed a parly 
between their Chief and the Lieutenant. The Chief 
advanced, faying, << We are not to be confldered as 
rebels. We love and adore the Emperor in whofc 
** fervice we are. Our foie objeft is to throw off the 
** tyrannical yoke of the nobility, which we can bear 
no longer. Go and tell the Officers of the Chamber 
of Zalatna, that they have nothing to fear from us.’* 
Notwithftanding the fidelity with which they Adhered 
to thfir promile, it was necelfary to order the troops to 
aft \ and in various encounters many prifoners were 
made from the infurgents. I could with that it had fal¬ 
len to my talk to praife the generofity of the nobility on 
this occaflon. But my Hiftorian accufes them of ha¬ 
ving cruelly revenged themfelves on a multitude of un- 
bappy perfons, who had only joined the revolters thro’ 
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compulfion. A cruel Magiftrate condemned them all 
indifcriminately, and in fuch numbers, that an Auftrian 
Major threatened to make him refponfible to the Empe¬ 
ror for all the innocent blood which he had fpilt. 

This harfti treatment of the prifoners ftimulated 
Horja and his followers to new cruelties againft the no¬ 
bility. He entrenched himfelf again in the mountains^ 
and they in vain offered him a general amnefty. He 
was beginning to renew his depredations the following 
year, when he was taken by a ftratagem. The infur- 
gents, difconcerted, craved peace, and laid down their 
arms. 

Such was the concIuGon of a confpiracy, which was 
no more than an effay made in thofe diftant provinces 
by the Sophifters of Liberty and Equality of what they 
were contriving* elfewhere, to level every head which 
towered above the vulgar. The apparent caufe, and 
which might have greatly contributed in reality, was 
the exceffive abufe of their rights and the opprelGon 
over their vaffals exercifed by the nobility of Tranfyl- 
vania. The tone of moderation and veracity with 
which the relation we have followed is written, leaves 
no room to doubt of thefe oppreflions; and in that 
point of view this terrible infurre£lion would be foreign 
to thebbjed; of our memoirs. But the infurre 61 ion of 
the negroes may alfo be attributed to the harflinefs 
of the treatment they underwent; yet it is neverthelefs 
univerfally known, that all the atrocious crimes and 
barbarities committed by the infurgent flaves againft 
their mailers at St. Domingo, Martinico, and Gauda- 
loupe are to be traced to the plots combined by the 
levelling Sophifters in Paris. 

It is precifely in a Gmilar light that the infurre£lion 
in Tranfylvania is reprefented in a narrative which we 
received from a perfon who was more in the way of 
obferving the progrefs pf Fhilofophifm in Vienna and 
the other Auftrian dominions. He was acquainted 
with their plots, he refuted the pretences, and forefaw 
the fatal confequences ^ he even more than once declar¬ 
ed them to the Auftrian government; but he was not 
more hearkened to than many others whofe words have 
been but too fatally verified by the horrid Revolution. 

In the memoirs of this accurate obferver on the in- 
furreflion of Tranfylvania, I fee him combine the ef¬ 
forts of our modern Sophifters with thofe of a fe£b 
long fince lurking in the Occult Lodges of Free-mafonry. 
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At the epoch we are now defcribing fuch in deed was 
the union between the Sophiiters andtheCraft, and 
fuch was the mutual fuccour which they lent to each 
other, that it was impoflible to develope the progrefs of 
the one without feeking the origin of the other, with¬ 
out expofing their common hatreds and common fyf- 
tems^ and the combinations of their mutual plots into 
one and the fame confpiracy againft Chrift and his altars, 
againft Kings and their thrones. Our ohjtfk therefore 
in the remaining chapters will be, to reveal the myfte- 
ries of Free-mafonry, to explain the means and fuccours 
it afforded to the modern Sophifters in the French Rev¬ 
olution, and to (how how fatal their union has already 
been, and how much it threatens the focial order of the 
whole world. 
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CHAP. IX. 

pf the General Secret, or Lejfer MjJleries, of 
Free-mafonrj. 

I N treating of Frec-mafonry truth and juftice rigo* DiAinc- 
Toully compel us to begin with an exception that ex- tions apd 
culpates the greater part of thofe brethren who have 
been initiated^ and who would have conceived a juft anum^^e 
horror for this aflbeiationi had they been able to fore-. Freg-mar 
fee that it could ever make them contra£b obligations 
which militated againft the duties of the religious man 
and of the true citizen. 

England in particular is full of thofe upright men^ Of English 
Whoa excellent Citizens^ and of all ftationsj are proud Maltnii. 
of being Mafons, and who may be diftinguifhed from 
the others by ties which only appear to unite them more 
clofely in the bonds of charity and fraternal affe^kion. 

It is not the fear of offending a nation in which I have 
found an afylum that has fuggefted this exception. 

Gratitude on the contrary would iilence every vain ter<» 
ror^ and I ftiould be feen exclainung in the very ftreets 
of London that England was loftj that it could not ef- 
cape the French Revolution, if its Free-mafon Lodges 
were ftmilar to thofe of which I am about to treat. I 
would fay more^ that Chriftianity and all government 
would have long been at an end in England, if it could 
be even fuppofed that her Mafons were initiated into the 
laft myfteries of the fe£t. Long fince have their Lodg« 
es been fufficiently numerous tojexecute fucha defign^ 
had the Engliih Mafons adopted either the means or the 
plans and plots of the Occult Lodges. 

This argument alone might fuffice to except the En« 
gliih Mafons in general from what I have to fay of the 
I'cdl. But there exift many paffages in the hiftory of 
Mafonry which necellitate this exception. The follow¬ 
ing appears convincing.—Ac the time when the Illu¬ 
mines of Germany, the moil deteftable of the Jacobin * 

crew, were feeking to ftrengthen their party by that of 
Mafonry, they affe^ed a fovereign contempt for the En- 
glilh Lodges. In the letters of Philo to Spartacus we 
fee the Englifli adepts arriving in Germany from Lon¬ 
don dawbed all over with the ribbands and emblems of 
Vol. 11 . W 
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their degreeis, bat void of thofe plans and proje£ls 2* 
gainft the altar^nd the crown which tend direflly to the 
point. When I (hall have given the hiltory of theie 
Illumines the reader will eaCly judge what immenfe 
weight fuch a teftimony carries with it> in favour of 
the Engliih Lodges. It is glorious for them to fee them- 
felves defpifed by the moft unrelenting enemies of the 
altar, of the throne, and of all fociety.* 

For a confiderable length of time a limilar exception 
might have been made of the generality of Lodges both 
in France and Germany. Some of them not only pub- 
lifhed proteftations, but receded from Mafonry as 
foon as they perceived it to be infe£led by thofe revolu¬ 
tionary principles which the Illumines had infufed a- 
0V^ng the brethren.*!* In (hort the number of excep¬ 
tions to be made for upright Mafons is beyond the con¬ 
ception of thofe who are not thoroughly acquainted 
with the principles and proceedings of the iTed:.—In 
faA, how is it poffible to conceive, that in fo numerous 
an aflbeiation, where its members are united by bonds 
and oaths to wluch they are moft religioufly attached, ib 
very few of its adepts ihould be acquainted with the 
grand objeA of the aflbciation itfelf ? This enigma 
would have been eafily underftood had we publifhed (as 
we hope to do) th^ luftory of ancient Jacobinifm with 
that of the middle age, before we had digefted thefe 
memoirs of modern Jacobinifm. But to fupply this de¬ 
ficiency, and to methodize our ideas on this famous af- 
fociation, we will begin by treating of the fecret which 
is common to all the degrees, that is to fay, of what 
may be called the lefles myfteries ^ and thence proceed¬ 
ing to the fecret and do£lrine of the Occult Lodges, we 
will treat of the grand Myfteries of Mafonry. We will 
alfo treat of its origin and of its propagation ; in fine, 
of its coalition with the confpiring Sophifters, and of 
the means it afforded them of executing their plans 
againft the altar and the throne. 

Until the 12th of Auguft 179a, the French Jacobins 
had only dated the annals of their Revolution by the 
years of their pretended Liberty. On that day Lewis 
XVI. who had been declared forty-eight hours before 
to have forfeited his right to the crown, was carried 
prifoner to the Tower of the Temple (fo called becaufe 
it formerjy belonged to the Knights Templars.) On 

♦ See letter of Philo to Spaitacus. 

t See thefpeech of a Mafter pronounced in a Bavarian Lodge. 
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that day the rebel aflembly decreed^ that to the date of 
Liberty^ the date of Equality ihould be added in future 
in all public afts, and the decree itfelf was dated the 
fourth year of Libtrty^ the firft year and firft day of 
Equality. 

It was on that day, for the firft time, that the fecret 
.of Free-mafonry was made public ; that fecret fo 
dear to them, and which they preferred with all the fo« 
lemnity of the mod inviolable oath. At the reading 
of this famous decree, they exclaimed, < We have at 
length fucceeded, and France is no other than an im- 
menfe lodge. The whole French people are Free-ma« 
fons, and the whole univerfe will foon follow their ex* 
ample.’ 

1 witnefled this enthufiafm, I heard the converfatioos 
to which it give rife. I faw Mafons, till then the moft 
rcfcrvcd, who freely and openly declared, Yes, at 

length the grand obje£t of Free-mafonry is accom* 
<< pUfted, Equality and Liberty ; all men are equal 
» and brothers / all men are free. That was the wholt 
<< fubftance of our do£lrine, the objedi of our wiflies, 

THE WHOLE of OUT GRAND SECRET.” Sttch WaS thc 

language I heard fall from the moft aealous MafonSp 
from thofe whom I have feen decorated with all the in- 
lignia of the deeped Mafonry, and who enjoyed the 
lights of Venerable to prefide over Lodges.. I have 
heard them exprefs themfelves in this manner before 
thofe whom Mafons would call the prophane^ without 
requiring the fmalleft fecrecy either from the men or 
women prefent. They faid it in a tone as if they wilh* 
ed all France {hould be acquainted with this glorious 
atchievement of Mafonry ; as if it were to rccogntae 
in them its benefa£l;or8 and the authors of that Revo¬ 
lution of Liberty and Equality of which it had given fo 
grand an example to all Europe. 

Such in reality was the genisral fiicret of the Free-mur 
fons. It was fimilar to what in the games of the an¬ 
cients were called the lefler myftcries, common to all 
degrees ; and though the word exprefled the whole, it 
was not wholly underftood by all. Its progreilive ex¬ 
planation, while it renders it innocent in fome, renders 
it monftrous in others. In the mean time, kfore wo 
have accounted for this difference, let not the Mafon^ 
whatever may be his degree, inculpate us if as in Paris 
this famous fecret ceafes to continue one. Too many 
of thcprophane were acquainted with it in that Revo-; 
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lutionarjr counti^i for it to remain a fecret in others. 
Even thofe in England who may ftili wifli to keep it^ 
will vainly obje£l &at we have been mtfled; they wilt 
foon fee whether it was poflible for os to be fo. Were 
we deftitute of other evidence^ we might fafely aflert^ 
that thofe Mafons did not millead os, who were adlna- 
ted by no other paffioii than that of the glory of the 
fe£t when they revealed thofe myfteries which when 
fecure of their execution ceafed to be myfterioos. 
Thofe again did not miilead U8» who, formerly inida* 
ted into thofe mylleriesi at length owned that they bad 
been dupes : That all that Lil^rty and Equality which 
they had treated as mere play had already proved a 
mod defperate game for their country» and might bring 
ruin on the whole univerfe. And I have met with ma¬ 
ny of thefe adepts fince the Revolution, both in France 
and elfewhere, who had formerly been zealous Mafons, 
but latterly confefling with bittemefs this fatal fecret, 
which reduces the whole fclence of Mafonry, like the 
French Revolution, to thefe two words Libirtyani 
EquaKty. 

I once more conjure the upright Mafons not to look 
upon themfelves as accufed or wifliing to eftablifli a 
iimilar Revolution, When I (hall have verified this 
article of their doflrine, the efience and the bafis of all 
their myfteriei, 1 will (^w how it came to pafs that fo 
many noblj; Ind virtuous charafters were initiated with¬ 
out evenTu(pe£iing the ultimate defign. But for the 
hiflory Of the Revolution, it is necefikry that die moft 
diftant doubt fbould not fubfift as to this fundamental /e- 
cret. If this were not made clear, it would be impofli- 
ble for the reader to comprehend the help which the 
Sophifters of Rebellion and Impiety acquired from Ma- 
Othe? foary. I (ball therefore feck other proofs befide thefe 
Secern which many others muft have heard like me 

^ * from the adepts, fince their fuccefTes in France had made 

them regard fecrecy in future as fuperfluous. 

- • Antecedent to thefe avowals, there was an eafy me¬ 
thod of difeovering that Liberty and Equality were the 
grand, objedis of Mafonry, The very name of Free^ 
mafon carries with it the idea of Liberty ; as to Equalt-^ 
ty it was difguifed under the term Fraternity^ which has 
nearly a fimilar fignification. But who has not heard 
the Mafon brag of the Equality which reigned in their 
Lodges, where Princes and Nobles, the rj^ and the 
poor, all were equalj all were brothers: Thatinnindlions 
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of rank no longer exifted when once pafled the Tyler 
and that the foie appellation ufed among them was that 
of Brother, the only name alfo which gives us an idea 
of perfeft Equality. 

It IS true, that it was exprefsiy forbidden to any Ma- 
fon ever to write thefe two words Liberty and Equality 
confecutively, or give the leaft hint that their fecret re- 
fided in the union of thefe two grand principles and 
that law was fo exadjy obferved by their writers, that 
I do not remember ever to have feen it tranfgreffed a- 
mong the numerous volumes which I have read, though 
of the moft fecret fort, on the different degrees. Mi- 
rabeau btmfelf, when he pretended to reveal the fecrets 
of Mafonry, only dared reveal them in part. The order 
of Free-mafonry, which is fpread all over the world, he 
fays, has for its obje£ts. Charity, Equality of Jlationsy 
and perfed harmony.f—Though this Equality of jtatiens 
feems pretty well to denote the Liberty which muft exift 
in this Equality, ftill Mirabeau, who was a Mafon him- 
fclf, knew that the time was not yet come, when his 
brethren would pardon him for avowing that in thefe 
two words confifted their general fecret; but this very 
refervednefs fufficiently denotes how much both the one 
and the other were held precious in their myfteries. If 
we refer to. the hymns and fongs fung in chorus at their 
feftivals, we (hall generally find fome verfes or ftanza in 
honour of Liberty or of Equality.! In the fame way we 
may often remark either the one or the other to be the 
fttbjeA of the dHcourfes they have pr6nounced, and 
which are fometimes printed. 

Were I eren deprived of thefe proofs, ftill it would 
be incumbent on me to declare what perfonal knowledge 
I may have acquired. 

Though I have feen fo many Mafons who (ince the 
famous decree of Equality have fpoken in the moft open 
manner of this famous fecret (though the oath which 

* The Officer (landing at the door with a drawn fword to re¬ 
ceive the fign, and admit only the real Members. 

f Effay on the Illumines, Chap. 15. 

! It is for this reaibn, that amidft all their encomiams on be¬ 
nevolence, which is the chief objed of their fimns, we fee the 
Eoglifh always add fome lines in the feofe of the following : , 
Mafons have long been free. 

And may they ever be, &c. 

Princes and mngs oor brothers are, &c. 

Thefe lines, however, notwithftandii^ their tendency to Lib¬ 
erty and Equality, are not to be undcrlcood in a Jacobinal 
in me mouth of an EnglUh Mafon, 
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they had taken fliouid have made them more refenred 
on it than me, who nerer took any oath either in their 
Lodges, or to the Revolution of Liberty and Equality,) 
I Ihould nevcrthelefs be perfe£lly filent on all that I 
have witnefled, were I not thoroughly convinced how 
much it imported all nations, to be acquainted with the 
ultimate tendency of - Mafonry. I ihould be forry to 
fee thoufands of upright Mafons, efpecially in Eng¬ 
land, take offence at the difeovery of their fecret ; but 
fuch virtuous and upright men are not thofe who would 
prefer the vain-glory of their fecret to the public wel¬ 
fare, or to the proper precautions to be taken againft 
the abufes of Mafonry ; in a word againft an abomina¬ 
ble fe£i who, under the pretence of virtue, wiih to 
millead the univerfe. I (hall fpeak openly and without 
tlie fear o& difpleailng thofe Mafons whom I efteem 
and revere ; and (hall but little trouble myfelf about 
the difpleafure of others whoie perfons I contemn and 
whofe plots I abhor* 

During the laft twenty years it was difficult, efpe¬ 
cially in Paris, to meet perfons who did not belong to 
the fociety of Mafonry* I was acquainted with many, 
and fome were my intimate friends. Thefe, with all 
that zeal common to young adepts, frequently prefTed 
me to become one of their btotherhocid* .As I con* 
ftantly refufed, they undertook to enroll me notwith- 
ftanding my refufal. The plan fettled, I was invited 
to dinner at a friend’s houfe and was the only prophane 
in the midft of a large party of Mafons. Dinner oyer 
and the fervants ordered to withdraw, it was propofed 
to form themfelves into a Lodge, and to initiate me. 
I perfifted in ' my refula], and partkalarly refufed to 
take the oath of keeping a fecret, the very objeft of 
which was unknown to me. They difpenfed with the 
oath, but 1 ftiil refufed. They became more preffing, 
telling me thA Mafonry was perfedily innocent, and 
that its morality was unobjeAionable : In reply, I a(ked 
whether it was better than that of the Gofpd. They 
only anfwered by forming themfelves into a Lodge, 
when began all thofe grimaces and childifh ceremonies 
which are deferibed in books of Mafonry, fuch as Ja- 
chin and Boaz. I attempted to make my efcape, but 
in vain; the apartment was very extenfive, the houfe 
in a retired (ituation, the (ervants in the fecret, and all 
the doors locked* I am queftiofied, and anfwer moft 
of the queftions laughing. I am received Apprentice^ 



ANTXlfONlILCHICAL c6K8P1EACT. I 53 I 

and immediately aftef Felhw^aft. Having received 
thefe two degrees, I was informed that a third was to 
be conferred on me. On this 1 am conducted into a 
large room. There the fcene changes, and takes a 
more ferious appearance. And though they difpenfed 
with my undergoing all the more toilfome tefts, they 
nevertbelefs were not fparing in a multitude of tirefome 
and infignificant queftions. 

On finding myfelf obliged to go through this farce, I 
had taken care to fay, that fince they had cut off every 
means of retreat, I was forced to fubmit; but that, if 
I perceived any thing either againft honour or confcience^ 
they Ihould foon find with Whom they had to deal. 

As yet I had only perceived a mere childifh play and 
burlefque ceremonies, in fpite of all the gravity which 
the brethren affeded ; but I had given no offence by any 
of my anfwers. At length the Venerable with the ut- 
mofi: gravity put the following queftton t « Brother, are 
you difpofed to execute all the orders of the Grand- 
Mafter, though you were to receive contrary orders 
« from a King, an Emperor, or any other Sovereign 
whatever ?** My anfwcr was No !*—What No^^ 

replies rfic Venerable with furprize! 'Arc you only 
<< entered among us to betray our fecretsl Would you 
<< hefitate between the interefts of Mafonry and thofe 
« of the prophane ? Tou are not aware then that there 
is not one of our fwords but is ready to pierce the 
<< heart of a traitor.’^ Notwithftanding the gravity 
with which this queftion was put, and the menaces 
which accompanied it, I could not perfuade myfelf that 
he was in earneft ; but I ftill continued to anfwer in the 
negative, and replied, as may eafily be imagined, << That 
« it was rather extraordinary to fuppofe that I who had 
only been brought in by force could ever have come 
there in order to betray the fccrcts of Mafonry. You 
“ talk of fecrets, and you have told me none. If in 
order to be initiated I muft promife to obey a man 
that I know not, and if the interefts of Mafonry can 
be a bar to any part of my duty, good day to you 
<< Gentlemen. It is not too late as yet. I know noth- 
ing of your myfteries, nor do I wifli to know more 
“ of them.” 

This anfwer did not difconcert the Venerable in the 
lead, and he continued to a£l; his part perfeQly well; 
he preffed me more eameftly, and renewed his threats* 

I certainly believed the whole to be a farce; but even 
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in joke I would not promife obedience to their Grandl 
Matter, efpecially on the fuppoiition that his commands 
could erer be contrary to thole of the Sovereign. I re^ 
plied once more, << Gentlemen, or Brethren, I told 
you before, that if there vras any thing in your games 
either ugainft honor or confcience, you Ihould learn 
<< whom you had to deal with. We are now come to 
<< the point. Tou may do what you p)eafe with me^ 
o but you (hall never make me aflent to fuch a propofi- 
<< tion ) and once more I fay No.** 

Every one kept the moft profound filence except the 
Venerable, though they were much amufed with the 
fcene. It at length grew more ferious between the 
Venerable and me. He would not give up the point, 
and^ renewing his queftion over and over again, he was 
in hopes, by tiring my patience, to extort a Tss. 
length I found myfelf quite wearied out. I was bUnd-' 
fold^, I tore off tne bandage, threw it upon the ground, 
and ftamping with my foot, called out No, with ever^ 
lign of impatience. Immediately the whole Lodge clap 
their hands in fign of applaufe, and the Vcnerabte com* 
pliments me on my eonftancy. Such are the men for 

us, men of refolutbn and courage.”—^What,” faad I, 
<< men of refolution ! And how many do you find who 
" reilft your threats I Tou yourfelves, gentlemen, have 
not you all faid Yes to this queftion $ and if you 
<< have faid it, how is it poffible that you can perfuade 
me that your myfteries contain nothing againft honor 
« or confcience.” 

The tone I affumed had thrown the Lodge into con^ 
fufion. The brethren farronnded me, telling me I had 
taken things too much in eameft, and in too literal a 
fenfe': that they never had pretended to engage in any 
thing contrary to the duties of every true Frenchman, 
and that in fpite of ail my refiftance 1 ihould neverthc*** 
lefs be admitted. The Venerable foon rettorcd order 
with a few ttrokes of his mallet. He then informed me 
that Iwaspaffed to the degree of Mafier^ adding, that 
if the fecret was not given to me, it was only becaufe 
a more regular lodge, and held with the ordinary cere* 
monies, wis neceffary on fuch an occafion. In the 
mean while he gave me the figns and the pafs words for 
the third degree, as he had done for the other two. 
This was fufHcient to enable me to be admitted into a 
regular Lodge, and now we were all brethren. As for 
me, I had l^e^n nietamorphofed into a^frenticf, 
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crafty v^maftir ia one eveoingt without ha?iag||fOf 
dreaufit of it in the morning* 

I was too well acquainted with thofe whoh^d receiv¬ 
ed met °t)t to believe their proti^(lation .finceret wheil 
they declared that they had never pretended to eugagC; 
in any thing contrary to'their duty. And in juftice I 
am .bouud to declare, that, excepting the VenerablCf 
who turned out a violent Jacobin, they all flipwed thenv* 
ielves loyal fubjedls at the Revolution. I promifed to 
be prelent at a regular meeting, provided the oath waa 
never mentioned to /np. They promifed that it neveiv 
ihoutd be infixed on, and thpy kept their words. . Th^ 
ortly requeued that I would infetibe my name on t^e^ 
lift, ,th^ it might be fent to die. Graqd liodge of the; 
Eaft. I refufed ag^ip, and aljced time to confider of it ^ 
and when I had Efficiently attended to fee what thpfe 
l^odgea were 1. retired, without even confenting.tQ iM, 
Eribeixqy name* • . ‘ » 

On i Vpearance in a tegulatLodgo, I wsw; 

quit fora fine ^(peech on MaCbnry, of .whi^ | knew 
but little at that tifne,^ fo chicly dw^U upon fraternity^ 
an4 on.thepleatEfe:pf Jiving,wdthWd^eQ. 

They had agreed on that d^y mpive ap sqiprenticey 
who the fepret gwen^hjm with all the ordi¬ 

nary forms, in order ffiatl might learn it, though only 
a fpeffator. It would be ufelels to fweU this chapter 
by defcribiqg the ceremonial apd the trials on fadh oc« 
eafions. . In the firft degrees, .they to be noth¬ 

ing more than a childiffi play. I may refer my readers 
tutbe Key of Mafonry (La Clef de or to the 

Fre^mafops Catcqhifm, axd hppksof the 

fort, which are pf rfe£lly exa^ as to the ceremonial o£ 
the three degrees which I received and faw conferred 
upon others, excepting in. fame very fmall points of no 
confequence. 

The grand objed for me was to learn the famous fe« 
cret of Mafonry. * The moment at length comes when 
the poilulant is ordered to approach nearer to the Ven¬ 
erable. Then the brethren who had been armed with 
fwords for the occafion drawing up in two lines held 
their fwords efevated, leaning the points toward each 
other, and formed what in Mafonry is called the arcb 
of JleeL The candidate pafTes under this arch to a fort 
of altar elevated on two fteps, at the fartheft end of the 
Lodge. . The Mafter, feated in an arm chair, or a fort 
Vol. 11. X 
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0 f ^llaeiie» beUnd tfaia altari pronouneed a long dif- 
courfe on the inviolabtlky of the fecret which was to be 
impartedi aadon the dinger of biealuDg the oath which 
Ae candidate waa going to uke. He fiointedto the na* 
M fwerda which were always ready to pierce the bread 
of the trakoTi and declared to him that it was knpofli^ 
hie to cfcape their vengeaice. The candidate then 
fwears» tbatratherthan betray the fecret, heccmfenta 
^ to hare his head cut oiF, Im heart and eittiaks torn 

out| and his aihes cift before die wind.’’ Haring 
Hken the oath the Mafter faid the following words to 
Idm, which the reader may eafilt conceire hare not 
eap^ my memory, as 1 had expeacd then! withfd much 
impatience, ^ My dear brother, the fecret of l^onry 
" confifts in thefe words, Equaliti and liitEit*TT; 
^ all men are e^ealand free ; all men are brethren!^ -The 
Mafter dhd net utter another fyUaUe,' ahd erery body 
embraced the new breiher equal and freeJ Thelkidge 
bioie up, and we gaily i^oumed to a Maifonic repaft. 

I was fo far from fiifpr£Ung any further m ea o mg m 
lids famous ftcret, that I could fcareeiy refoain from 
burfting intoa lit of hmghter on hearing it, and with 
the greatefk Iknplicity tbld diofo who had miroduced 
me, if that was aU thehr fecret I had tndwnf k A tong 
iIbic. 

And* certainly them was no occafion for beihg a ma* 
fon tfo learn that mimss-not bornforflarery, buttoen- 
joy a trutlahertf .under the empire of the lie^s ; or if 
they underfttnd by Equality that as we' are the chiMren 
of one common parent, the creatures of the fame God, 
we are to lore and' he^ each other aa brethren ; foch 
troths certainly arc better taught in the Gofpcl than by 
Ac childifit rites of Mafonry* I muft fay, Aat though 
the Lodge was namCroufly attended, I did not fee a 
fingle cr^tfman wh^are any other interpretation to 
Ais famous fecret. The reader will foe that it was ne- 
Oeflary to go through many oAer degrees before they 
were initiated into a very different Liberty and Equality, 
smd even that many who rofe to higher degrees were nev¬ 
er initiated into the ultimate fonfo of their famous fecret. 

Let not people be furprized Aat Englilh Mafonry 
Aould be chiefly compofod of good and loyal ful^eds, 
whofe main olne£l is mutually to help each other on the 
principles of Equality, wluch wiA them is nothing 
mote Aan Fraternity. i Few Enghih craftfmen are ac¬ 
quainted wiA more than the three firft degrees already 
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mentioned } and die leader may reft aflined^ dntwidi 
exception of the imprudent quefticm on obedience 
to the Grand Mafter of the Order, there is nothing 
'which can render the fecret dangerous, were it not for 
the Jacobin interpretation; The Englifli good fenfe 
has baniftied fuch an explanation* I haue eten heard 
of a refolution taken by fome of the chief crafcfmen^ 
of rcjeAing all thofe who might feek to introduce die 
xevohitumary liberty anaong them. I hare read meft 
excellent diicoorfes and lectures on the armdiiq; of abu^ 
fes, in chehiftory of their Maibnry. I hare there feuu 
the Gnmd Mafter telling the brethren that tbe trwr 
Zqualitr of the craft, does not autbrnriue the brother 
wl^nout of tbe Lodge to derogate from that refpeA 
and deference due to the rank which any peribn beats 
in the world, or theur different political degreemand tit¬ 
tles. I have alfo remarked in the fecret inftro&ions of 
the Grand Mafter many excellent le&ures to conciliate 
tbe Liberty and Equality of the Craft, with fidelity and 
fiihmtilioii to tbe laws, in ihort, with all the dudes of 
a loyal fubjiof):.* Hence it ariie^ that though the Eih- 
glKh have evety thing in ceasmon with the craft of 
■other nations, at far at the degree of Mafter inclufiver 
though tliey have the fame feciet, the iame word, and 
the fame figns to know each other by, yet as they ge»* 
'erslly ftop at this degree> they never are initiated into 
the-grand myAeries; or we (honld perhaps be more 
coneift, if we faid they had them.* They 

have found means of purifying Mafonry. We fball 
feeO fee how little tbefe grand myfteiies could agree 
with the chavafker of a nation which has given ib 
many proofs of ks wifdom* 

♦ 

. * See the xft part of the Hiftory of Mafonry^ 
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CHAP. X. 

• Cf tin Gfand Mjfitries or Secrets ef the Ocmit Lodges* 

W E comprehend under the deljgnattonll^f Occult 
Lodges, or the higher degrees of Mafonry, all 
Free-mafons in general who, after having paft the firft 
three degrees of Apprentice^ PeHew^raJtj and Majter^ 
Ihow fufficient zeal to be admitted into the higher de* 
O^eet greet, where the veil is rent afunder,* where emblexnat- 
allegorical figures arc thrown afide, and where 
'** the twofold principle of Liberty and Equality is unc- 
quivodiHy explained by fvar again/1 Chrt^ and his Altars^ 
nvar again/i Kings and their Threnes ! f / In demonftra* 
ting that fuch is the refuit of the grand myfteriesof 
the Craft, it will not be the want, but the muhiplieity 
of proofs that will enabarrafs us« Thefe alone wemM 
fill a large volume, and we wifli to comprize them in 
this chapter. The reader will at leaft difpenfe with the 
emblems, oaths, ceremontes, and trials which are pe* 
culiar to each of thek higher degrees. To fiiow their 
laft obje£b and to develope their dodrine is the eflentiri 
point, and what we fliall always have in view. We 
(hall begin by general obfervations, which will enable 
'the reader to follow thefe myfteries more accurately, 
according as they are explained. 

General Notwithftanding that in the firft degrees of Mafonry 
Z®** cv^ thing appears to partake of puerile inventions, 
[hcfc^Hi^- ncverthelcfs contain many things which the fefi 
tcries. have thrown out, merely to obferve the impreffion 
which they made on the young adepts, and to Judge 
from thence to what lengths they may be led. 

ift. It declares the grand obje£I it has in view to be 
at one time, the raying of temples to nnrtuey and the 
tavatingof dungeons for vice ; at another, to bring the 
adepts to ligbty and deliver them from the darknefs with 
which the prophane arc encompafied ; and by the pro^ 

' ^ane are underftood the remainder of the univerfe. 

This promife is contained in the firft Catechifm of the 
Craft, and none will deny it. Neverthelefs, this prom- 
ife alone fufiiciently indicates that the Craft acknowl* 
edge a morality and teach a do£lrine which brands 
Cbrift and hts Gofpel with enror and darknefs. 
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The Mafimk and Chriftian aera do not coin¬ 
cide. Tke year Light dates with them from the firft 
days of the creation: This again is what no Mafon 
will deny. But that cuftom clearly demonftrates that 
their ligt^f their morality^ and their religious doBrineSf 
are anterior to the Evangelical Revelation, or even to 
Af ofes and the Prophets ; they will^ in ihort, be what¬ 
ever incfftittlity may pleafe to ttyle the Religion of 
ture. 

3 dly. In the Mafonic language, all their Lodges are 
but one temple reprefenting the whole univerfe; the 
temple wfaic^ extends from the Eafl U the Weft^ from 
the South to the North. They admit into this temple ^ 
widi equal indifference the Chriftian or the Jew, the 
Turk or the Idolater, in fine, wkhout diftinSion of fedk 
ov religion. All equally be^ld the lights all learn the 
Tcience of virtue, of real happinefs, and all may re¬ 
main.members of the Craft, and rife in its degrees up 
to that where they are taught that all religious tenets are 
but errors and prejudices. Though many Mafons may 
view this re-union in no other light than that of univer- 
fal charity and benevolence, which ought to extend to 
all mankind, whether Jew, GentHe, Idolater, or Chrif- 
tian, it is neverthdefs much to be feared, that this re- 
uiuon of error and falfehood only tends to infufe an in¬ 
difference for all religious tenets into the minds of the 
adepts, as a preparatory Aep to the denial of all in the 
hig^r degrees. 

qthly. It is always under the moft dreadful oadis of Objed of 
fecmcy, that the Free-mafons communicate their pre- 
tended lights or their art of building temples to virtue, by the na- 
and dungeons for vice. When both truth and virtue ture of the 
had every thing to fear from the reigning tyrants, it degree*, 
may be conceived that they taught their leffons in pri« 
vate ; but, fo far from exa£ting an oath of fecrecy, they 
condemned fiience as criminal when their leffons could 
be made public, and commanded that what had been 
learned under the {hadow of the night Ihould be preach^ 
ed openly at noon day. Either the do£flines of the 
Craft are conformable to the laws of Chriftianity, to the 
peace of. dates, and conducive to virtue and happinefs 
(and then what has it had to fear from Kings and Pon¬ 
tiffs fince Chriftianity was eftabiiflied ?) Or, their pre¬ 
tended fcience is in oppofition to the religion and the 
laws of the Chriftian world (and then we have only to 
lay, that the evil doer fteks to hide bimfelf.) 




f 

Ida jiiTiimutcmeAL MWifiRAcr* 

5tUf. Afoft certaunly theFrce^nufoiisdonotiBailoe m 
fcciet of what h praife^wotthj in their aibciatbns. It 
is not that frafeemal affe£tion tor their neighboar whi^ 
they hidCf and which they only have in common with 
every religious obfenrer of thegofpei. Nether do they' 
make a fecret of the fweets of that coDvivial Eqoalky 
which accompanies their meetings and their fratemsd 
wpafts. On the contrary, they are perpetually extol¬ 
ling their benevolence, and nobody is ignorant of the 
eoDviviaiUy of their regales. Their fecret mnft there¬ 
fore contain fomething widely didFerent from ftia fra¬ 
ternity, and fomething lefa innocent than the mhrth of 
the Mafonic table. 

Such language in general might have been held to all 
Mafons | fucii reafoniaga migm have made them fuf* 
pcA that the higher d^ees of their l£bctatum €on>* 
tamed xnyfteries which it was far more inttrefted in fai^ 
ding, than their fraternity, their figns, and pafs-wordsi 
That affeded frcrecy on the firft, principles of Mafbn* 
tjf Liberty and Eqiuditj^ the oath never to reveal that 
fach was the bails of their do^ines, premifed diat 
there extfted fuch an explanation of thefe words as the 
was' interefted in hidtiig both from the ftate and 
church. And in reality it was to ^tain to this expla# 
nation of the lad myfteries that fe many tmls, oathsi 
and degrees were neceflary. 

To convince the reader how much Aefe fumifes are 
realized in the Occult Lodra, it is necefiaryfpr us to 
go back to the degree of and relate the allegor¬ 

ical ftory of whi^ the fttccelBve exj^anations and in- 
terpretations form the profound myfteries of the higher 
degrees. 

In this degree of Mafter-mafon the Lodge is bung 
found with black. In the middle is a coffin covered 
with a pall: the brethren ftanding round it in attitudes 
denoting forrow and revenge. "Wlien the new adept is 
admitted, the Mafter relates to him the following hifto- 
' ry or fable. 

« Adoniram prefided over the payment of the work¬ 
men who were building the temple by Solomon’s or- 
Allegorical ders. They were three thoufand workmen. That each 
might receive hts due, Adoniram divided them into 
tliefcwiula- <hree dafles. Apprentices, Fellow-crafts, and Matters, 
tion of all He entrufted each daft with a word, figns, and a gripe, 
fhefc dc- hy which they might be recognized. Each clafs was 
to prefrrve the greateft fecvecy as to Acfc figns and 
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word®. Three of the Fellow-crarts, drifting to know 
the word) and hy tHat means obtain the falary Of Ma& 
ter, hid themfelTes^hi the temple^ and each pofted htSH 
felf at a diderent gme. At thenfeal rime when Adovti*^' 
ram came to fliut the gates of the temple^ the fitft ot 
the three met him, and demanded the tvord of tht muf 
ters r Adontram lefnfed to give it, and received a vio^^^ 
lent blow with a iliek on his head. He flies to anoriier 
gate, is met, chaOenged, and treated in a fimilar man-* 
ncr by the fecond : flying to the third door he is killed 
by the Fcllow-craft pofted there on hisTefuCng to be¬ 
tray the word. His aflafinis buried him under a heaj^ 
of rubbifl), and marked the fpot with a branch of Acacia.* 

Adonhram’s abfence gave great uneafinefs to Solomoti 
and the Maftera. He is fought fer every where : at 
length one of the Mbftersdifc^ersthecorpfe, and, ta¬ 
king it by the fingery the finger parted from the hand 5 
he fook'itby the wrifty aifd it patted from the arm^ 
wdien the Mafter, in aftoniflimetit, cried out Mac 
naci ishidi ^ CSrafe mterprets by << the fUJbpattsfrom 
* 

Left Adoniram Iheutd have revealed the the 

Mafters^convelied and agreed to change it, and to fab- 
ftttttilpthe Words Mae Benat: facred words, that Free- 
mafens dare not pronomice out of the Lodges, and 
there each only ptofiounccs one f/Rable, leaving his 
heighbotrr to pronoonce the other. 

The hiftory finifhed, the adept is informed, that the 
obje^i of the degree he has juft received is to recover 
the word lofhby the death of Adoniram, and to re¬ 
venge this martyr of the Mafonk fccrccy.* The gene¬ 
rality of Mafons, looking Upon this hiftory as no more 
than a fable, and the ceremonies as puerile, givethem- 
felves very Kttl# trouble in fearching farther into thefe 
myfteries. ‘ ‘ 

Thcfc fports, however, allfame a more ferious ^ 

when' we arrive at the degree of EIe 6 ): (* 
degree is fubdivided into two parts; the firtt has the 
revenging of Adoniram for its objed, the other to re¬ 
cover the nvord^ cft rather the facred do£^rine which it 
expreflTed, and which has been loft. 

In this degree of £le£f, all the brethren appear dref* xftPar^ 
fed in black, wearing a breaft-piece on the left fide, 
on which is embroidered a death’s head, a bone, and a 

* See the d^ree of Mafter in the Works tmMafMrr*^ 
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poniard^ endrcted by the oiettoof Conquer or Se. The 
fame motto is embroklered on a ribband which they 
wear in {airier. Every thing breathes death and re« 
▼enge. The candidate is led into the Lodge blind-foU 
ded| with bloody gloves on his hands. An adept with 
a poniard in his hand threatens to run him through the 
heart for the crime with which he is accufed. After 
various frightSf he obtains his life, on condition that 
be will revenge the father of Mafonry in the death of 
his aflaffin. He is fhown to a dark cavern. He is to 
penetrate^nto it, and they call to him, Strike all that 
ibali Qppofe you \ enter^ ^fend yourfeif, and avenge 
our Matter; at that price you (hall receive the degree 
of £Ie^« A poniard in his right hand, a lamp in his 
left, he proceeds; a phantom oppofes bis paflage, he 
hears the fame voice repeat. Strike, avenge Hirania 
there is his aflaflin. He ttrikes and the blood flows.— 
Strike oflF his head the voice rej^ls, and the head of 
the corpfe is lying at his feet. He feizes it by the hair,* 
triumphantly carries It back as a proof of his vie** 
lory; {hows it to each of the brethren, and is judged 
worthy of the new degree. 

. I have queftioned divers Mafons whether this 
prenticelhip to ferocity and murder had never ^ivea 
them the idea, that the bead to be cut oflT was that of 
Kings, and they cwdidly owned that idea had never 
{Iruek them until the Revolution had convinced them 
of the hGt. 

It was the lame with refpe£l to the religious part of 
this degree, where the adept is at once PemriAT and Sac* 
riiiccr* with the reft of the brethren. Veiled in the or¬ 
naments of the priefthood, they wfFer bread and wine, 
according to the order of Melchifedec. The fccrct ob- 
je^ of this ceremony is to re-eflfabliih ^ligious Equali¬ 
ty, and to exhibit all men equally Priefts and Pontifi^ 
to recall the brethren to natural religion, and to perfuade 
theni that the religion of Mofes and of Chrift jfiad vio¬ 
lated religious Liberty a^d EquaUty by the dittinfrion 
of Priefts and Laity. It was the Revilurion again, 
which opened the eyes of many of the adepts, who 
then owned that they had been dupes to this impiety, as 
they had bee^ to the regicide eflay in the former part.f 

:4 

* The re^er may cafily conceive, that this corpfe Is no more 
than a raaomKin conuining bladders full of blood. 

f Were we lefs rigorous as to our proofs, we fhould treat in 
this place of the called the JCnigkts oj the Sun. But we 
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"Thefe my Aeries arc not foAScitoriy ttplained ih iht Thchigkcr 
degree of Eled for all to comprehend them. The gen- 
e^lity of Mafons initiated ih this degree give them- * 

are only acquainted with it through the medimB of the 
Lfoc (the veil raifid upJ z work of the Abbfe Le Fninc> dei^ 
tainly a man of the greateft virtue and undoubted veracity, aaa 
one 6f thofe excellent EcclefiaAics who preferred Falling under 
the butchering poniards of the Septembnzets, to betraying iheit 
religion. But this author has ikCgledted to iUlfenii lis hhiQ wttet 
ibur46s he had dra#B. his documeots on the Mafonic degreesi 
Befide, we can remark, that he was not fuificiently acquainted 
with the origin of Mafonry, which he only traces hack to So» 
cious: His knowledge aUb of the Scotch degrees appears to 
have been acquired from inaccurate traoflations, which Dor 
French authors had vitiated according to their rei^dive 
pofes. , 

On the other fide, we know for certaio, that this dqgfiee of ^ 

Knight of the Sun is a modem creation^ Its ai^oris to ^ 
known by his Teutonic ftyle. If weare to believe what we have 
been jtokl, it owes its origin to one of thoife Fhiioibpktih of very 
high lifu, who was too much attacln^ to the hil^ rank which^ ha 
enjoyed, to adopt any other Equality diag that which applied ta 
the Muonic feap and t^eir impiety. And aothing is to be found 
in t^s degree wnich militates agaioA the throne. Jt is much loo 
perirpicuous for many Maibbs,t vho would have been dtfgufted 
with any thing but endJematical figures fuictptible ci variont 
explanations. Neverthelelsf^ we were acquainted with feversi 
of i}xtCt Knights tf ti^ Sun in Frsuice. This degree was oiily * 
given to fuch of the adepts whole impiety was unequivocal, it 
was rather a degree of: modem,Philofo^ifai than of ancient Ma^ 
foiiry. tinder that point of view it is worthy of notice; but 
we only give the following account as an extract from the Abbfi 
Le Franck work. * . 

When initiated into this higher degree^ it w^s no longer pofoMv^r 
fihle for the adept to difiemhle with kinftlf how iacompadblirthe V 

Mafonic code was with the ilighteft remnant of Chriftiamty. 

Here the Mailer of the Lodge is Ayled Jldaniy whiJfi; the intro* 

Oucer takes the name nt Veritas (Truth.) The following are 
part of the lectures which brother Veritas repeats to the new 
adept while reca^lattng ail the allegories which he has fetn in 
the former parts of Maionry. 

Learn in the firft place that the three mi^emeots with which 
** you have been made acquainted—the Kble, the Gompafle^ 
and the Square, have a fecret fignification unknown to yotu 
** By the Bible you are to underftand that you are to acknowi* 

. edge BO other law than that of Adam, the law which the Ad* 
mighty had engraved on his heart, and that is •ethat is called 
“ the La,w OF nature.— ^The Coropais recals to your roindy 
“ that God is the central point of eve^ thing, from which every 
thing is equally diflant, and to which every thing is equally 
near.—By the Square we learp, that God has made every 
“ thing equal-~Tht Cubic Stprxe, that ailyeur aGkns are equm ' 

“ *ivith refpeS to the fevereign good.^Tht death of-Hiram, and. 
the change of the Mafier’s. word, teada you, that it is di& 
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fchres little trouble to undcrlUnd the real figoification 
of them; and as long as they have any fentiments of 
religion or attachment to their Prince, they rejef^ with 
indignation all interpretations which militate againlt 
either. Many of them are difgufted with the multi¬ 
plicity of trials, and are content to remain in the infe¬ 
rior degrees, which fuffice to give them the title of 
Mafons, admit them to all the Mafonic repafts, and 
even entitle them to the alms and benefactions which 
the Lodges bellow on their indigent brethren. Thofe 

^ cult toelcape the Ibares of igooraDce, but that it is your duty 
^ to (how the iaiiie courage as our Mafter Hiram, who fuffered 
^ hindelf to be malhcred rather than hearken to the peiiuafioDS 
** of his affaffins.” 

The moft elTeoual part of this difcourfe is the explanadon 
which Brother Veritas gives of the degree of EleCl. Anongft 
others we read the fallowing lines: 

** If you aflc me what are the nectfiary qualities to eoaUe a 
** Maiao to mve at the center of real perfedion ? I lhall .aa- 
** fwer, that in order to attain it, he rouft have cruiked the head 
^ of the ferpent of worldly ignorance, and have caft off thole 
^ prejudices of youth concerning the myfteries of the predom- 
^ inant religion of his native country. AU reUgious nnorjhip be» 
tag only tmtemted^ in hopes rf acqmring power^ and to gam 
^ precedency among men ; and by a JUth wkh covet f, under the 
falfe pretence oj piety^ its neighbour's riches ; in fine, by Glut- 
** tony, the dau^ter of Hypocrily^ who, every nerve 

^ to reftrain the carnal fentm of tnole who polTcls riches, per- 
^ petaally offer ta them on the altar of their hearts, holocaufe 
** which vakptuoixfseft, luxury, and pequry, have procured 
** for them. This, my dear brother, is what you have to com- 
bat, fuch is the roonfler you have to cruih under the emblem 
^ of the ferpent. It is a faithfid reprefentation of that which 
the ignorant vulgar adore wider the name of ueligion, 

^ It was the prophane and timid Abiram who, translbrmedby 
a Janatic zeal into a too! of the Mfinkijk and religtous rites^ 
** fouck the firft blows on the breafl of our father Hiram; that 
^ is to lay, who lapped the foundations of the celeflial tern- 
** pie, which the Etexnal had himfelf erdifted upon earth to 
V jublime virtue* 

^ The firft age of the world witnefled what I afieit. Themoft 
Jimple law of nature rendered our firft fiithers the happieft of 
« mortals* The monfter Pride appears on earth, he bsllom, 
he is heard by men and by the happy mortals of thofe days. 
He promifes them happinefs in another life, and perfuades 
« them by his mellifluous wordi^ that he taught men to adore the 
Eternal Creator of all things in a more exterflve and morejpe-^ 
cial manner than any perfon had done before on earth, vhss 
hydra with an hundred heads milled and mifleads thofe men 
who are fiiUeCf to its laws, and wHi continue its deceptions 
until the moment when the true EleH fhall appear to combat 
and cruih it entiiely.” (See the degree of Knights of the Sun^) 
fnch 4o^riflC8 need no comment. 
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whofe ztsl is not cooled by this multiplicity of trials 
are generally 'admitted from the degree of Mafter^ or 
from that of EleBy to the three Scotch degrees. We 
ftiaH not feek for the hiftory and tendency ot thefe three 
degrees in books which have been written to diferedit 
the craft. The German adept who tranflated them in¬ 
to his language for the in(tru£tion of his brethren^ is 
one of the moil zealous knights for the do£lrine therein 
contained. His whole genius is exerted in their de« 
fence, nor could we follow a more unexceptionable au¬ 
thor. His obje£l was to infufe light into his brethren $ 
and we prophane beings may draw the following con- 
clufions from his leSures.*. 

Every Mafon who wiihes to be admitted into the 
Scotch degrees, and even into all other degrees of Ma- 
fonry, is fir (I taught that until that period he has lived 
in flavery, and it is on that account only that he is ad¬ 
mitted into the prefence of the other brethren with a 
rope about his neck, praying that he may be delivered' 
from his bonds. But when he afpires at the third 
Scotch degree, or at becoming a knight of St. Andrew^ 
he mud appear in a far more humiliating coftume. The 
candidate is fiiut up in a dark cdl, a rope with four flip- 
knots is twifted round his neck, he is ftretcbijd Out up¬ 
on the floor; there, by the dull light of a twinklings 
lamp, he is abandoned to himfelf to meditate on thcf 
wretched date of flavery in which he cxids, and to 
learn properly to edimate the value of Liberty. At 
length one of the brethren comes and introduces him 
to the Lodge, leading him by the rope, holding a drawn 
fword in his right hand as if meant to run him through 
the heart, in cafe he made any refidance. After ha¬ 
ving undergone a long examination, and particularly 
after having fwor-n on the falvation of his foul, never to 
reveal the fecrets with which he is entruded, he is de¬ 
clared free. It would be ufelefs to enumerate all the 
different oaths; it is fufficient to fay, that each degree 
and fubdivifion of degree, has its peculiar oath, and 
diat they are all frightful; all call the vengeance of 
God and of the Brotherhood on the unhappy man who 
ihall betray their fecret. In future then we fliall only' 
treat of the dodrine of thefe fecrets. 

In the fird degree of Scotch Knighthood the adept is 
informed, th^t he has been elevated to the dignity of 

* See the degrees priutied at lltookholm, 1784* 
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J^igh ^rUB. r^c^i^eis 9.fort of bcne^^ipn {n the 
name of tke immortat ani\nyijible Jehovah in future 
ft is under that title th^JE, hp ia to .acWre Deity) ie^ 
cau/eth(i fignification of Jo^HOyAH iV far more epfpr^ve 
than that of AppNAX. 

In this nr(t degree herecelYcs the Mafonk fcience on¬ 
ly as defcending from SolpjoiQn and Hirani) and revived 
hy the Knights TempIars*-^But in the fecond degree he 
learns thst it ia to be traced to Adam himfelf^ and has 
^en. haiided down by No^p> N^rpd) Solomoot Hugo 
4e PaganiS) the founder of the Knights TemphirS) and 
Taques de Molay, their laft Grand Maftet) who each 
in their turns had been the favourites of Jehovah^ and 
are ftyled t^e Mafonic Sages. At length in the third 
degree) it ia revealed to hini) that the celebrated word 
loft by the death of Hiram was this name of Jdhovah. 
It found) he is told, by the Knights Templars at 
the time when the Chrifttana were building a Church at 
j^rufalem. In digging^ the foundations in that pfirt on 
which the holy of holies of Sojomon’s temple formerly 
flood) they di6:overed three ftonesj which had formerly 
beep parts of the foundation* The form and jundioa 
of thefe three ftooes dreiy the attention of the Temp¬ 
lars.; und their aftou^mept was, ci;trcme, when thejr. 
beheld the name of Jehovah., cngipved on the laft. This 
was the famous wordloO: by the death of Adoniraxn. 

Knights TemplaicS) on ^eir return to Europe) tooh 
great care pot to lofe. (o precious a monument. They 
carried them into Scotland), taking-particular care of 
that which borj^ the naa^e of Jehovah- The Scotch, 
ftges op.thdbr par^t were not forgetful of the refpe£k due 
tafuchprecious monupientS). they made them the fotln- 
daMP^ftP^^.^ their firft Jbodge; and as thefe firfl: 
ftonea laid on -Andrew's day, they topk the 
n^anse of Knights of Si Andrew- Their fucceiTors are. 
emrufted wim the fe(P’et). apdore at th^ d^y the perfe<9: 
maftera of FreemafeniryA the High Pi^efts of Jehovah. 

if wc lay afidie the hernietical part of fhe fcience) or 
the branfeautatipB, qf metals) fuch will be in fubftance 
the whofe do^rine which is revealed to the adept initi^- 
tei ip the; gtand my ftcries of the Scotch degrees. 

in a fort of Oathecbifei) to w^Mclvh^ anfwers to fiipw 
that he has*remembered every thing thai: hehas.feen^ 
and all that has been explained, to him in the Lodge) or, 
as it is then called, in Solomon’s temple, the following 
qucftipni^aflKd^ Jktkcd aU:}ouhi(m/^ he 
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ajpiiirerflii 1 h^ve feen. tmnij. other.. things hut tike Ae 
^otch M(\flers,^ Ikeep tbem fecret in my, heart .. TJhp le« 
cret hejieeforth cannot be difficult to undei^a^d:* It is 
oqly tOi view the ScoUb ]\/laJier in his new chaj^dier ojf 
High Prieff of Jehovah^ Qi of that wor{bip» that prc-» 
tended Deifm, which we have been told was fucceffive* 

8 the religion of Adagi» Noah, Nimrod, Solonaoo, 
ugo de Paganis, of the Grand Mafter Mcday, and of 
the Knights Templars, and which at this day is to^n- 
illtute the religion of the complete Mafter Majbn^ 
Thefe myfteries might have fufficed for the adepts. 
All who had obtained the. Scotch degrees were declared 
free in future, and all were equally Priefts of Jehovah. 
This priefthood ridded them of ah.the myi^eriesof the 
Gofpel, and of all revealed religion. That liberty and 
happinefs which the && declares to confift in the reviv 
yal of Deifm, fufficiently indils into the mind of the 
adept what he is to. think of ChciHianity and of its dU 
vine Airthox. Neverthelels the grand myfteries are not 
exbanftcdf The adepts, ftdl have to difcpver who was 
the perW that wreded the the famous name of 
^.ebovabf frorn their predqcejibrs;^ that is to &y, who 
It wc^ tW deftroyed their favoui^e worfhip of Dejifm^ 
It was b.utipq evident that the whole falde of Hiram pi 
Aidpniram and of his aftafiTins was no more than sp al« 
l(egQry» the estplanation, of which muft naturally an** 
iWer the queftions, whb is the real aflaflia of Adonic 
ram ? whom was tb^ Heifticaji form of wprihip .de¬ 
ftroyed? 'Who was it wrefted the famous word 
from the fc£k ? He.i^.th,^ waCbn ;»gamft whom the ven-t 
gcanq^ and, the hatred tbe>fed is dire<9;ed, and k 
was neceftary to inft^ the fame fpirit into the minds of 
its. profound adepts. .To. eSpdlnate. this, weafcend.to 
a newfj degree called the Knights. J£^ ortho 

RohcfMcianS: ' ' ' \ '• 

It is certainly a mo^L blafphemy tp accufe 

Chrilh.Olf having deftroyed by his religion the do<^xine 
of,the ifpity of 6^oAi. when on the contrary the moft 
evident and the moft d ^ fa£U,is, that to his^ 
religion.we.p!wo the bamlhment of thoufands^and thoq^ 
fands of faUe gods, which ^ Idolaters had; made to 
thcmfeJyps.. The g0^c},s in declaring die unity; ofi 
Gpd^'iteachca us the Trinity of, Perfonshot this myf^ 
tory all others wUch. we learn from revelktipn, h|im-> 

bles the Sophifters in their own minds. Fraught with 
ingratitude againft' him who bao caft die. Idols oii the 
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Amttf they hate fworn an eternal hatred againft the eter¬ 
nal Word, becaufe he rereals a God whom in their 
madnefs they arc not able to comprehend. ^ Chrifl him^ 
filf in their eyes is the deftroyer of the unity of God^ 
he is the great enemy of Jehovab ; and to infufe the 
hatred of the fed into the minds of the new adepts^ 
conftitutes the grand myftery of the new degree which 
they have called Roficrocian. 

As the adept was feldom initiated into this new dc- 
gree defore he had pafled through the Scotch degrees, 
he is already aware, as the reader muft obferve, that 
Jehovah is no longer the word fought after, and here 
we (hall fee every thing relate only to the author of 
Chriftianity. The ornaments of the Lodge appear to 
be folely intended to recal to the candidate the folemn 
myftery of Mount Calvary. The whole is hung in 
black, an altar is to be feen at the bottom, and over the 
altar is a tranfparent reprefentation of the three crofies, 
the middle one bearing the . ordinary infeription. The 
brethren in facerdotal veftments are feated on the' 
ground, in the moft profound ftience, forrowfnl and af- 
liQed, retting their heads on their arm to reprefent 
their grief. It is not the death of the fon or God, 
who died vi£ltm of our fins, that is the caufe of their 
afBidion, the grand oh]tSt of it is evident by the firft* 
mfwer which is made to the queftion with which all 
liodges are generally opened. 

matter alks the Senior Warden what o*clock it 
is ? The anfwer varies according to the difiereatdegrees. 
In this it is as follows: It is the firft hour of the" 
<< day, the time when the veil of the temple was rent* 
^ afunder, when darknefs and conftemation ^s fpread 
over the earth, when the light was darkened, when 
^ the imj^ements of Mafonryvoere broken^ when the fia- 
ming ttar difappeared, when the cubic ftonc was' 
broken^ nvhen the vjori vms 

The adept who has attended to the progreflivC dif-' 
coveries he has made in the different degrees, needs no' 
further leflbns to underftand the meaning of this anfwer. 
He thereby learns that. the day* on which the nuord Je¬ 
hovah was loft is prccifcly that'*on which the Son of 
God dying on a crofs for the falyation of mankind con- 
fbmitiated the grand myftery! of our Religion, deftroy- 
ing the reign of ^ery other,^ wtedier Judaic, nafora!^ 

. * feethedegrecEofe Cracb.! : 
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or fophifticaL-—^The more a 'Mafon is attached to the 
word^ that is, to his preteaded natural ^ Religion, the 
more inveterate will his hatred be agatnft the author of 
revealed religion. 

Neither is this nvord^ which he has already found, 
any longer the objed; of his rcfearches; his hatred has 
further views. He mufl: feek for a new word, which 
ihall perpetuate in his own mind and that of his breth'* 
ren their blafphemous hatred for the God of Chriftian* 
ity j and for this they adopt the infcription of thecrofs. 

Every Chriftian knows the iignification of INRI, 
lefus Hazarertus Rex lud^orutn (Jefus of Nazareth King 
of the Jews.) The Roficrucian is taught the follow¬ 
ing interpretation—the lew of Neniareth led by Raphael 
into ludea ; an interpretation which, divefting Chrift 
of his divinity, affimilatcs him to a common man, 
whom the Jew Raphael condu&s, to Jerufalem there 
to fuffer condign puniChment for bis crimes. As foon 
as the Candidate has proved that he underftands the 
Mafonic meaning of this infcription imri, the Mafter 
exclain^. My dear Brethren the word is found agasn^ and 
all prefent applaud this luminous difcovery, thatHB 
whofe death was the confummation and the grand myf- 
tery of the Chriftian Religion was no more &an a com¬ 
mon Jew crucified for his crimes. 

It is thus that the fe^ have blafphemoufly adopted 
the verv word, which recals to the Chriftian all that 
love which he bears for the Son,of God expiring on 
the crofs for the falvation of mankind, as their watch¬ 
word of hatred. They repeat it to each other when 
they meet, and inri is to perpetuate their fpite againft 
him who loved them even unto the death of the crofs. 

It is not on the authority of perfons ftrangers to the 
craft that we have difclofed this atrocious myftery of 
Occult Mafonary. What I have already faidrefpec- 
ting my initiation to the fir ft degrees put me in the way 
of converfing with thofe whom 1 knew to be more ad¬ 
vanced, and in many of thefe interviews it happened, 
that, notwithftanding all their fecrecy, fame unguarded 
exprefiions efcaped the moft zealous adepts, which 
threw light on the fubje£l. Odiers lent me their books, 
prefuming that their obfeurenefs and the want of the 
efiential words, or the method of difeovering them, 
would baffle all my attempts to underftand them. I nev- 
erthelefs difeoeered fome of thefe words, fuch as foho^ 
vah^ by uniting feveral pages and only taking the bot* 
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tom letter of each. This fsmous word difcovered, 1 
foon got knowledge of that of Inri. I then combined 
^111 had feen, all that t knew of the dtfierent degrees, 
with what I had colle£%ed from divers conHrerfttions 
I had had with certain Mafons, whofe Philofophifm was 
otherwife known to me. I afterwards converfed with 
tibe moft candid men whom t knew to be in die fame 
degrees. I reprobated particularly thofe ceremonies lb 
evidently in derifion of Religion, and which they had 
never beheld but as games without any objefl. I never 
met with one who denied the fz6ts as I have ftated them. 
They owned the difietent reading of the word Inri in 
the degree Rofse Crucisi but they denied the moft dis¬ 
tant idea of the confequences vdiich I had drawn. 
Some, on refle&ion, acknowledged them to be well- 
founded) while others confidered them as vaftly exag¬ 
gerated. 

At Ac time when the RCvotution took place, I coniw 
bined my preceding dilboteries, the decrees of At Na¬ 
tional Adbmbly, aiid the fecrct of the firft degree, and 
no longer doubted that Mafenary was but a fociety for¬ 
med by men who, on the firll initiation of their adepts, 
gave them the words Liberty and Equality as thtir 
fecret) leaving to Well-meaning and religious Mafons 
to interpret Aem according to their own principles ; 
yet rcferving to thcmfclves to interpret (in their Occult 
degrees) Aefe fame words according to the full extent 
of the French Revolutlbri. 

One of thefe Brethren, who had long fince been ad¬ 
mitted to the degree of RbfW Crucis^ but who was at 
the fame time a very virtuous and religious man, was 
much concerned at feeing me in this opinion. He tried 
every means to give nic a better idea of the fociety in 
^which he was proud of having filled the moft honora- 
idc polls* This was a topic on which we had often con- 
verfed } and he wifiied much to make me a convert to 
Mafonry. He was indeed almoft afironted With me for 
Aat he was not initiated into all the myfteries of 
’Wafonry^ though a Roficruclan, or clfe that this degree 
Hs fubdivifionS) and that he was only partially ac¬ 
quainted with them. At length I convinced him of the 
fa£t) by alking the explanation of fome of the Mafonic 
Hieroglyphics / he owned that he had alked their mea- 
'Uing, but the explanation of them had been refufed 
him; yet he had no doubt of their belugas innocent 
tmblemaas theSqUarci AeCompafs, Ac Trowel, and 
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many others. I knew that he had but one degree more 
to take^ and the veil would be rent afunder. I propofed 
or rather marked out the means by which he might ac« 
quire that degree; and then I told him, all illufion at 
to the real obje£l of the Occult Mafons would vanifli. 
He was too eager for being initiated not to make a trial 
of the means I propofed ; but he was convinced that it 
would prove ineffeduah and only furnilh him with new 
arms to combat my unjuil prejudices againft Mafonry. 
A few days after I faw him enter my room; but in fuch 
a (late of agitation, that his lips could fcarcely utter, 
«« O my dear .friend, my dear friend—you were in the 
right—Oh, how much you were in the right! . .. 
Where have I been ? My God ! where have I been 
—eafily underftood thefe exclamations; but the 
poor man could fcarcely recover himfelf fo as to con¬ 
tinue. He threw himfelf into a chair as if he were ex- 
haufted, perpetually repeating, << Where have 1 been ? 
« —Oh how much you arc in the right!”—I eameftly 
defired him to give me fame particulars with which I 
was-unacquainted—Oh how much you were in the 
<< righthe repeated again; << but that is all I can tell 
« you.*’—Oh, unhappy man,” I exclaimed, « you 
have then taken that execrable oath, and I am the 
<< perfon who has expofed you to that ralh deed ; I lia« 
<< cerely aik your pardon, but I proteft upon my word, 
<< that I never refleded on that execrable oath when I 
<< fuggeiled the means by which you might convince 
yourfelf, and learn to know thofe detelled beings who 
<< have fo horribly abufed your credulity. 1 know that 
“ it had been better for you to have been forever ig- 
norant of that fatal fecret, than that you (hould learn 
** it at the expence of fo horrid an Oath. I really did 
not refleft on it, or I (hould never have expofed you 
« to it j no, I .could not in confcience.” It was really' 
true, that I never had reflefied on this oath. Without 
examining whether fuch wicked oaths are binding, I 
feared being indifereet. But it had been fufficient fot 
•me to have Blown this gentleman that I was acquainted, 
at lead in part, with thefe Occult myfteries. He faw 
clearly by my queftions, that he had taught me nothing 
new by an avowal which alone proves the very eflence of 
thefe (^cult degrees. 

His fortune had been ruined by the Revolution ; and 
be declared to me, that it would from that moment bs 
VoU II, Z 
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retriefcdj provided he accepted of a propofal which had* 
been made to him.—If I chufe,” faid he, to go to 
London, Bruxelles, Conftantinople, or any other 
town I pleafe, neither I, my wife, nor my children, 

« will ever want for any thing.”—Yes,” I replied, 
but on condition only that you go there to preach Lih^ 

<< erty and Equality ; in Jbort all the horrors of the Revo^ • 
^ lution !^—** Tou are right f replied he, hut that is all !| 
* lean fay —Oh, my God, where have I been !—I beg 

<< you will not queftion me any farther.” j 

This was fufficient for my prefent purpofe 5 but I 
hoped in time to learn farther particulars. Nor were ,j 
my hopes vain. The following is what I have gathered ( 
from various Mafons, who, finding me acquainted with 
the major part of their fecrets, fpoke the more openly I 
to me, till at length, feeling how much they had been 
duped by this Occult fcdl, they would willingly have i 
revealed all its myfteries, could they have done it with¬ 
out expofing themfelves to danger. 

Myfticai The explanation which was given to an adept of all 
Mafonry. before on his admiflion to the degree 

of Rofae Crucis, depended entirely on the dirpofition 
they obferved in him. If they had to do with a man 
who was proof againft their impiety, they fought to di¬ 
vert him from the Church under pretence of regenera- j 
ting his faith; they reprefented to him, that there ex- 1 
ifted an infinity of abufes in Chriftianity at prefent, 
with refpedJ: to the Liberty and Equality of the children 
of God. With them, the word to be recovered was, a 
wifh for a Revolution which fhould revive thofe times 
when every thing was common among Chriftians, when 
the diftinftions of rich, ©f poor, or of high and mighty 
Lords, were unknown. They were taught to look for¬ 
ward to the moft happy regeneration of mankind, and 
almoft to a new heaven and a new earth. Credulous 
and fimple minds were caught by fuch magnificent 
promifes. They looked upon the Revolution as thatfa- 
cred fire which was to purify the earth ; and thefc cred¬ 
ulous adepts were feen to fecond the Revolution with 
the enthufiaftic zeal of a holy caufe. This may be call¬ 
ed Myfiical Mafonry. Such was the craft of all thofe 
fools for whom the Occult Mafons fet up the Prophetefs 
La Broufie, fo famous in the beginning of the Revolu¬ 
tion. Such again was that of the weak-minded Varlef, 
the Bifiiop in partibus of Babylon. I never could con¬ 
ceive where he had gathered his religious opinions; 
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when with the greatell fimplicity he complained that I 
had ccmibated them. I was informed of it by a gueft 
of his, whofe reputation of great knowledge in Mafon-> 
ry had acquired him a, feat at the Mafonic repafts which 
the poor fimple man ufed to give ; and even at thofe 
dinners the difference was obfervable in the adepts, 
though of the fame degree, each having received an ex¬ 
planation of the myfteries coinciding with his own dif- 
pofition. Our fimple Bifliop viewed the whole fcience 
of the Craft in no other light than as the perfeftion of 
the Gofpel 5 and even in his repafts he was ever mindful 
of the precepts of the Church, keeping abftinence on 
days appointed, &c. The Apoftate Dom Gerles, on 
the contrary, was a Mafon of a quite different fyftem or 
explanation. He already fung thofe verfes which in a 
letter fince found among Robefpierre’s papers,^ he de¬ 
clares to have addreffed to truth alone : 

Ni Culte, ni Pretres, ni Roi, 

Car la Nouvelle Eve, e’eft toi.f 

It was at thefe repafts that the Doftor La Mothe, a 
learned Rolicrucian, behaved with a modefty which 
feemed to prognofticatc that one day he would equally 
hate both the craft of Varlet and of Dom Gerles. The 
latter paid his revolutionary debt to the guillotine j the 
other two are living, and 1 name them becaufe I Am 
not afraid of being contradi£led, and becaufe thefe forts 
of anecdotes carry ftrong proof with them, and explain 
how perfons of the molt pious and charitable difpoiitions 
have been milled ; how a Princefs, the filler of the 
Duke of Orleans, was fo blinded as even to pant after 
the Revolution, which in her eyCs was to be nothing 
Icfs than the regeneration of the Chriftian world. J 

* Proces Verbal, No. 5 7. 

f NorWorlhip, norPriefts, nor King, for thou art the new 
Eve. 

X The art fhown in this degree fhould prove a falutary leffoo 
to thofe who, without any examination, adopt political and reli* 
gions ideas, and fport them in every company that will fubmit ta 
hear them. Had they only reflected on the perfons who hadin« 
ftilled diem into their minds, or on the authors of the works 
whence they had adopted their ideas, how many honorable but 
mifguided perfons would, on fuch an examination, find they 
were no more than the blind apoftles of every religious and po« 
litical iniquity, and the agents of defigning men ! Abufes are 
certainly to m teformed, and our worfhip ought to be pure; t>Ut 
reflexion can never be detrimental to him who wilkes to fpeak do 
either. T. 
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Such explanations of the Roficrucian degree were 
only for thofe dupes in whom they remarked a certain 
bias towards myfticity. The generality were abandon¬ 
ed to their own interpretations ; but when an adept tef- 
tiiied a great deGre of acquiring new lights, and was 
thought able to undergo the ncceflary trials, he was ad¬ 
mitted to the degree of Kadofeh^ or of the regenerated 
man^ where all ambiguity ceafes. 

It was to this degree that the adept of whom we have 
before fpoken was admitted. Nor was the exhaufted 
ftate in which he found himfelf after having undergone 
thofe trials to be wondered at. Adepts have told me, 
that no phyGcal art is fpared ; that there is no ma¬ 
chinery, fpeftres, terrors, &c. &c. which are not em¬ 
ployed, to try the conftancy of the candidate. We are j 
told by Mr. Monjoye, that the Duke of Orleans was I 
obliged to afeend, and then throw himfelf off a ladder. | 
If that were all, he was moft kindly treated. A deep j 
cave, or rather a precipice, whence a narrow tower 
‘ rifes to the fummit of the lodge,. having no avenue to 
it but by fubterraneous palTages replete with horror, is ^ 
the place where the candidate is abandoned to himfelf, 
tied hand and foot. In this Gtuation he Gnds himfelf 
raifed from the ground by machines making the moft 
frightful noife. He ilowly afeends this dark vault, fome- 
times for hours together, and then fuddenly falls as if 
he were not fupported by any thing. Thus mounting 
and falling alternately, he muil carefully avoid ihowing 
any Ggn of fear. All this however is a very imperfed 
account of the terrors of which men, who had under¬ 
gone thefe trials, fpeak. They declared that it was im- 
poflible for them to give an exa£l defeription of them , 
they loft their fenfes; they did not know where they 
were. Draughts were given to them, which, adding 
to their corporal ftrength, did not reftore them to their 
mental faculties ; but rather increafed their ftrength on* 
ly to leave them a prey to fury and terror. 

Many circumftances relating to this degree made us 
believe at firft Gght that it was conne£):ed vnth Illutnin- 
ifm ; but on examination we find it to be only a farther 
explanation of the Mafonic allegory. Here again the 
candidate is transformed into an afiaffin. Here it is no 
longer the founder of Mafonry, Hiram, who is to be 
ayenged, but it is Molay the Grand Matter of the 
Koights Tcmplarsi and (he perfon who is to fall by the 
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aflaflin’s hand is Philippe le Bel^ King of France, under 
whofe reign the order of the Templars was deilroyed. 

When the adept fallies forth from the cavern with the 
reeking head, he cries Nekom (1 have killed him.) Af¬ 
ter this atrocious trial he is admitted to take the oath. 

I learned from one of the adepts, that at the time when 
he was about to take the oath, one of the Knights Ka^ 
dofeh held a piftol at his breaft, making a fign that he 
would murder him if he did not pronounce it. On my 
aiking if he believed that it was in earneil, he faid that 
he certainly did believe fo, though he could not be fure. 

At lesgth the veil is rent afunder. The adept is inform¬ 
ed, that till now he had only been partially admitted to 
the truth ; that Liberty and Equality, which had con- 
ftituted the firft fecret on his admilTion into Mafonry, 
confided in recognizing no fuperior on earth, and in 
viewing Kings and Pontiffs in no other light than as 
.men on a level with their fellow men, having no other 
rights to fit on the throne, or to fetve at the altar, but 
what the people had granted them, and of which they 
had the power of depriving them whenever they pleaf- 
ed. They are alfo informed, that Princes and IMeds 
have too long abufed the goodnefs and fimplicity of the 
people; that the grand obje£k of Mafory, in building 
temples to Liberty and Equality, is, to rid the earth of 
this double ped, by dedroying every altar which credu¬ 
lity and fuperdition had ere£bed, and every throne on 
which were only to be feen defpots tyrannizing over 
flaves* 

Thefe documents concerning the degree of Kadofeh 
are not merely taken from the works of Meflirs. Moof* 
joye and Le Franc, but from adepts themfelves. Be- 
fides, it is eafy to perceive how exaflly this account 
correfponds with tlie avowal of the adept who was ob¬ 
liged to own that I was qjuite in the right when I told 
him that this was the final objedt of Free-mafonry. 

Oh how profound the combination of thefe myde- 
ries I their progref&is flow and tortuous ; but how art¬ 
fully each degree tends to the grand objeft. 

In the two fird degrees, that is to fay, in thofe of differ- 
Apprentice and FelUmu^craft^ the fedl begins by throwing 
out its Liberty and Equality. After that, it occupies the 
attention of its novices with puerile games of fraternity 
or Mafonic repads ; but it already trains its adepts to 
&e profounded fecrecy by the mod frightful oaths. 
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In that of Majier^ it relates the allegorical hiftory of 
Adoniram, who is to be avenged j and of the word, 
which is to be recovered. 

In the degree of Ele^^ it trains the adepts to ven^ 
geance, widiout pointing out the perfon on whom it is 
to fall. It carries them back to the time of the Patri¬ 
archs) when, according to them^ men knew no religion 
but that of nature, and when every body was equally. 
Prieft and Pontiff. But it had not as yet declared that 
all religion revealed (ince the time of the Patriarchs was 
to be thrown afide. 

This laft myftery is only developed in the Scotch de¬ 
grees. There the brethren are declared free : The 
word fo long fought for is, Deifm $ it is the worfiiip of 
Jehovah, fuch as was known to the Philofophers of na¬ 
ture. The true Mafon becomes the Pontiff of Jeho¬ 
vah ; and fuch is the grand myftery by which he is ex¬ 
tricated from that darknefs in which the prophane are 
intolved. 

' In the degree Rofa Cruets he who wrefted the word^ 
who deftroyed the worfhip of Jehovah^ is Chrift him- 
£elf, the Author of Chriftianity ; and it is on the Gof- 
pel and on the Son of Man that the adept is to avenge 
the brethren, the Pontiffs of Jehovah. 

. At length, on his reception as Kadofehf be learns 
that the affaffin of Adoniram is the King, who is to be 
killed to avenge the Grand Mafter Molay, and the or¬ 
der of the Mafons fucceffors of the Knights Templars. 
The religion which is to be deftroyed to recover the 
word^ or the true do£trine, is the religion of Chrift, 
founded on revelation. This word in its full extent is 
Liberty and Equality^ to be eftabliftied by the total over¬ 
throw of the altar and the throne. 

Such are the incipient degrees, the procefs, and the 
whole fyftem of Mafonry ; it is thus that the fe£l by 
its gradual explanation of its twofold principle of Lib^ 
erty and Equality^ of its allegory of the founder of Ma¬ 
fonry to be avenged, of the word to be recovered, lead^ 
ing the adepts from fecret to fecret, at length initiates 
them into the whole Jacobinical code of .Revolution. 

We are not to lofe light of the extreme care with 
which the adept is queftioned on all that he has feen 
before, whenever he is initiated to a new degree, left 
he Xhould overlook the intimate conne£rion fubfifting 
between each; and thus in the firft degrees Liberty 
and Equality are given to him as the fecret, while the 
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complete explanation and application of them form the 
myfterids of the laft.* 

The more frightful thefe hidden myfteries of the 
Lodges (hall appear to the hiftorian, the more ftrenu- 
oully it becomes his duty to infift on the numbers of 
honeft Mafons who never partook of thefe horrid myf- 
teries. Nothing is more eafy than to be duped in Ma« 
fonry. Such may have been the lot of thofe who only 
feek to make acquaintances in the Lodges, or to pafs 
their leifure hours with men apparently intimate at firft 
fight. It is true, that this intimacy feldom extends be¬ 
yond the v/alls of the Lodge; but the days of their 
meeting are often days of feftivity. Thefe repafts arc 
certainly heightened by the temporary Equality, which ‘ 
adds much to the mirth of the meeting; and all cares 
fubfide for the day. What has been (aid of certain 
aflemblies where decency was not refpefted, is moft 
certainly the invention of calumny. The extreme or¬ 
der and morality of thefe meetings has often proved a 
fnare to captivate thofe who are to be caught with out¬ 
ward appearances, and Caglioftro’s infamous behaviour 
would have made many defert the Lodges. This mon- 
ftrous Adonis difgufted all Strafbourg, and was betray¬ 
ed by the cries of the Egyptian lifters. It was no lon¬ 
ger the age when the myfteries of the Adamites could 
be approved of. He was driven from that town for 
having attempted to introduce them. He would in like 
manner have ruined the craft had ht continued to con¬ 
found his Lodges with thofe of the Eaft. Such was 
not the behaviour of our modern Mafonry 5 ^ on the 
contrary it appeared, that it had neither Religion nor 
Government in view ; and they were feldom mentioned 
in the generality of Lodges. It was only on the day 
of initiation, that the reflefting adept could furmile 
that it had any future obje£l; but even on thofe very 
days the trials were rather a fubjeft of diverfion than 
of refleftion ; and, fo far from meditating on the alle¬ 
gorical emblems, they were rather diverted from it by 
the fe£l, until favorable difpofitions had been difeovered 
in them for their farther initiation. The feft well 

* I am not ignorant of the exiftence of feveral other degrees 
in Occult Mafonry, fuch as thofe of the Starzxidof the Druids* 

The PrufHans have added theirs, and the French have done as 
much. We thought it lufficient to attach ourfelves to the moft 
common ones, as moft proper to delineate the condufi and (pint 
of the fed. 
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kneip' • i day would come when when a fmall nuaa« 
her c ccult Mafons would fuffice to put all the 

infer .rtude of adepts in motion. It is thus that 
k mi. ily explained how there have exifted fo 

many Mafons, and how fo many are ftill to be 

found who have never furmifed any thing in their games 
but the myileries of an innocent Liberty and Equality, 
no ways alluding cither to Religion or the (late. 

In defence of Englilh Mafonry, we may add, that 
they allow only of the three firft degrees. Prudence 
and wifdom have made them rejeA the wUh of aven¬ 
ging the death of Adoniram on his pretended aflalGn, 
a wi(h tha^t we have feen converted in the Occult Lodges 
into a defire of revenging the Mafons and their foun¬ 
der Molay, and then into a wifli of avenging the Ma- 
fonic Liberty and Equality by the extinction of all 
Kings. Nothing of this is to be found in the Engliih 
Mafonry. Nor is that myfterious purfuit of the word 
which was loft by Adoniram to be traced. Tou are 
immediately informed that it is Jehovah. He who could 
wilh to draw certain inferences &om this, would have a 
long courfe of reafonings to run through, none of which 
appear to have ever been thought of by the Englifii Ma- 
fons* With them Jehovah is no more than the univer- 
fal god of human nature \ it is to be fure rather extra* 
ordinary that they fliould pretend to be the only people 
who have any knowledge of that God ; but their con- 
clufion is, that all mankind, and particularly the Free- 
mafons, ought to live with and fuccour each other like 
brethren. Nothing appears in their myfteries tending 
towards the hatred of Chhftianity, or that of Kings. 

Their laws and inftitutes with refpeC^ to Religion 
are comprehended in declaring, That a Mafon will 
never be a ftupid Atheift nor an irreligious Libertine. 
<< That though in former times every Mafon was obli- 
<< ged to profefs the religion of the ftate or nation he 
lived in, at prefent, leaving every one to enjoy his 
<< own private opinions, they are only bound to follow 
the religion in which every body agrees, a religion 
which confifts in being good, fincere, modeft, and 
men of honour.” Certainly fuch laws do not oblige 
the Engliih Mafon to be a Deift, but only to be an hon- 
eft man, whatever may be hts religion. 

With regard to. the civil powers, a part of their laws 
are exprefled as follows : A Mafon ihall be a peacea- 
<< ble fubjeCl, and cheerfully conform to the laws of 
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the country in which he refides. He (hall not be 
“ concerned in plots or confpiracies againfl: Govern- 
<< ment v and he ihall pay proper refpefl to the civil 
Magiftrate. Should a brotner be implicated in re- 
bellion againft the ftate, he (hall not be fupported in 
“ his rebellion." Such are the laws to be found in 
Thomas Wolfon and William Prefton, the one full of 
contempt the other full of zeal for Engliih Mafonry ; 
both neterthelefs agree as to the laws of the Lodges. 
We are not therefore to confound Englifh Mafonry 
with the Occult Lodges^ which they hare prudently 
rejedled. 

We perfe£lly well know that many Englifh arc initi¬ 
ated in the Occult myfteries of the Roficrucians and 
Scotch degrees ; but it b not their Occult Science which 
conftitutes them Englifh Mafons > for the firft three 
degrees are alt diat are acknowledged in England. 
Having made thefe exceptions, we fhall continue out 

E roofs \ for it is not on their degrees alone that we 
ave founded our judgment of the Occult Mafons.—* 
Were we ftrangers to thchr rites and ceremonies, the 
reader will judge what opinions we fhould form on pe- 
rufing the doctrines of their molt celebrated writers. 
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CHAP. XL 

JVIpw Proofs of the S^em and Myfteries of the Occult 
Mafins. 

I N.order to form a proper idea of the extent of the 
fyftem of the Occult Lodges of Free-mafonry, let 
ti8 combine in this Chapter two efleiitial points \ firft, 
the general do£lrine of the moft zealous and learned 
Mafons $ fecondly, their divers opinions as to their 
origin. 

DiTi&sn of Mafonic writers in general divide Frec-mafonry into 
three clafies, the Hermetic, the Cabaliftic (which com- 
l^oaic prehends the Martinifts,) and the EclcAic Mafon. Let 
feas. us firft take a view of the religious tenets of thefe dif¬ 
ferent clafles, and we (hall find that, like our modem 
Sophifters, they only agree in one point, and that is in 
their hatred to Chriftianity and Revelation; in all other 
points we fhall find them in perfefl oppofition to one 
another with refped to their religious tenets or rather 
blafphemous impieties. 

Hermetic The Hermetic Mafonry, or the Scotch degrees, wlio 
^**^**^‘ work in chymiftry, have adopted Pantbeifm or the true 
Spinofifm* With them every thing is Godf and God is every 
thing. That is their grand myftery, engraved in one 
word Jehovah on the ftone brougnt by the Knights 
Templars from the Holy Land. 

Let the reader refer to the preface of the zealous 
Knight of St. Andrew, who has given us fuch a cir- 
cumftantial account of thefe degrees. He will there fee 
our Knight reducing the refult of his whole doftrine 
to this famous text of Hermes Trifniegillus, << All is 
« "part of God \ if all is part, the whole muft be God. 

^erefore every thing that is made made itfelf, and 
« will never ccafc to aft, for this agent cannot re- 
pofe. And as God has no end, fo can his works have 
neither beginning nor end.*’ After having recited 
this pafTage our Pantheiftical adept tells us, “ Such is 
the fummary though expreffive belief of the whole 
Hermetic Syftem -,** in a word the whole refigious 
fyftem of the Scotch degrees, with the difeovery of 
which he is lb much plea^. 
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Let not the reader fuppofe that he attempts to explain 
nwaj the expreffion a// is God. In his opinion noting 
but the groffeft ignorance and prejudice can difapprove 
of the aflertion. It is in yain to obje^, that, making 
the grain of fand, the Heavens, the Earth, the animal* 
or man, a part of God^ is rendering the Deity divifible ; 
for he will anfwer, that it is only the groffeft ignorance 
which hides from us, that thofe miUions of millions of 
parts art fo united together and fo ejfentially conjlitute a God 
WHOLE^ that to feparate a Jingle particle would be to anni¬ 
hilate the WHOLE itfelf or the Great JehovaH. But* left 
the Knight of the Craft fhould be vain on finding him-* 
felf a part of God, our Hierophant informs us, that as 
the little finger is always lefs than the whole body: fo is man^ 
though a fmall particle of God, infinitely fmaller that Jeho^* 

FAH. Our adept may neverthelefs rejoice, how ever 
fmall a panicle he may be of the Deity, as the day will 
come when he is to be reunited to the great whole, the 
day when, every thing being reunited to the great Je¬ 
hovah, harmony will be complete, ^and true Pantheifm 
will be efiablijhed for ever 

It is to be hoped that the reader does not expe£k us 
to trouble ourfelves with the refutation of fo monftrous 
a fyftem. The preface however is not the only part of 
that work which lays down this fyftem as the tenets of 
thefe degrees; for, after the defeription of the(p> wc 
find what are called Solomon*s Thefts ; alfo the Archetype 
world ; and thefe are produ&ions all tending to 
ftrengthen them in their impiety.f We fliall not there¬ 
fore be accufed of calumniating this branch of Mafonry 
by attributing to it a fyftem which makes the villain, 
like the juft man, a conftituent part of the Deity, and 
reprefents vice ai^d virtue as the very aftipn of the 
Deity \ a fyftem which promifes the fame deftiny to the 
good and to the wicked, of being re^united to the De^ 
ity s and thus, after having ceafed to be inan, of being 
God to ail eternity. 

The Cabaliftic fyftem, without being lefs impious,' Cabalifiie 
is far more humiliating for the human underftanding j Mafonry. 
and that efpecially in an age which pretends to the high- 
founding appellation of the Philofophic age, of the age 
of light. It was in the Pruffian Lodges of the Rofi- 
cnicians that this Cabaliftic fyftem was to be found \ ac 

* Preface to the Scotch Degrees. 

f Second Fart, Edition of Stockholm, j78». 
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leaft before their union with the Illumines.* We have 
authentic informationi that this was adopted hj certmsa 
Lodges of Roficrucians in France a few years befoee 
the Revolution, and particularly at Sourdeaux. To 
prevent, however, all pofhbility of being iniftaken> 
whatever we (hall fay on this fubje£t (ball be grounded 
on the Cabaliftic le£lure6 lately printed under the title 
of Telefcope de Zorot^re, They are dedicated to one of 
thofe Princes whom the author does not name, but 
whofe zealous purfuits in thefe myfteries are fufficientiy 
known by public repprt. With fuch a guide we (hall 
not be accufed of impoiing on our readers. 

The Jehovah of this fc£k is no longer the God 
WHOLE \ bat he is at once the God SiSAMOEO, and the 
God Senamira. The firft is joined by the Gonius 
LAKy and the fecond by the Genius &QKAK^ If thefe 
famous Cabaliftic words are inverted, we liave Orom^ 
or the God good, and Arimanes the God EFlLy and 
the Genii will become Kallas and Kahos^ pretty correSly 
Gretdt for GOOD and- BAD.\ 

Thus in attributing to Oromasis a multitude of 
Genii or fpirits like himfelf, and to Ajbumanes evil Genii 
participating of his own wickednefs, we have the Je«« 
HOVAH of Cabalifiie Majonry i that is to fay, the word 
to be recovered in their Lodges, or the tenets to be fub-» 
ftituted to thofe of Chiftianity. 

Of thefe good and evil Genii, fomcare more perfeA 
l^irits and prefide over the planets, the rifing and fel>* 
ting of the Sun, the increafe and depreafec^ the JMbon ; 
others, inferior to the firft, but fuperior to the humaxr 
foul, exercife their empire over the Stars and Coaftella* 
tions \ but in both thefe clafles, the good are the angels 
of life, vi£iory and happinefs, while the bad are the an* 
gels of death and calamity. AU know the fecrets of 
the paft, prefent, and to come, and can impart this 
great fcience to t^ adepts. To captivate, their favour, 
the Cabaliftic Mafonis to ftudy what we (faould call the 
Conjuring- book. He muft be well verfed in the names , 
and figns of the planets and conftellations \ he muft alfo 
know whether it be a good or evil Genius which pre- 
lides over it, and which are the numbers that reprefent 
them. By the word Ghenelie^ for example, he muft 
undeiftand the rifing Sun, a pure, mild and a£five> 
fpirit, p'refiding at births, and at all natural afiedlions 

* Letters from.Philoo to Spartacuf. 

f Telefeope de Zoroaftre, page tz* 
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vfkadi are good. Sethophoros^ on the contrarjTj is Sa* 
tarn> the planet which may be looked upon as the head* 
quarters of the evil Genii. 

It is not our obje£f to give a didionary of all their 
Hieroglyphics, mudi lefs to dcfcribe the circles, the 
triangles, the table, the urns, and the magic mirrors, 
in a word all the fcience of the Cabaliftic Roficrucian. 
The reader has feen a fuf&cient fpecimen, to be covin- 
ced, that the whole is an incoherent fyftem of the vi- 
left and grofleft fuperftition. It might be only humili- 
a^ng to nature, did«not the adept carry his impiety to 
fo«h an extent, that he looks upon the communication 
with, and apparitions of the Devils, whom he invokes 
under the ap^latioA of Genii, as a fpecial favour, and 
on them he relies for the whole fuccefs of his enchant¬ 
ments. If we are to credit the matters of the art, the 
Cabaliftic Mafon will be favoured by thefe good and 
evil Grenii, in proportion to the confidence he has in 
their power ; they will appear to him, and they will ex¬ 
plain more to him in the magic table, than the human 
underftandittg can conceive. 

Nor is the adept to fear the company of the m/ 
mu Hemuft firmly believe, that the nvorfi among them^ 
the moft hideous of thofe beings which the vulgar c^all 
iDevUsf an never bad company for mortals. In many ca¬ 
fes he is to prefer the company of thefe evil Genii to 
diat of Ac good; the latter frequently coding you your 
reft, fortune, and fometimes even your life t while we 
often have the greateft obligations to the former.* 

From whencefoever thefe Genii or Devils may come, 
it is ftom them alone that the adept can learn the oc¬ 
cult fciences, which will infufe into him the fpirit of 
prophecy. He will be informed, that Mofes, the 
Prophets, and the three Kings, had no other teachers, 
no other an, but that of Cabaliftic Mafonry, like him 
and Noftradamus. 

When immerfed in this delirium of folly and impi¬ 
ety the adept becomes dear to the fcfl:. He will have 
Ihownthathe prefers the dodrine of Stfamoro and of 
Senamira to that of the gofpel; that he had rather be a 
madman than a Chriftian ; and then he will have at¬ 
tained the grand objef); of the laft myfteries of Caba¬ 
liftic Mafonry. 

Thofe Mafons who may have adopted a different 

* Id. page iz8 and 136. 
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courfe to arrive at the fame end^ are to take great care 
not to difcredit the Cabal. Though they difbelieve the 
art themfelves, let them fay. at lead, << That there is 
<< nothing Mronderful in judicial aftrology but its means ; 

that its tendency is extremely fimple : That it is very 
« poffible, that at the hour of your birth a (lar (hould 

beinacertainpoiitionof theHeavenSi and in a par- 
<< ticular afpe£l9 and that nature (hould follow a par- 
** ticular courfe, which, through a concatenation of 

caufes, would be favourable or fatal to you.”— 
Then let them add a few Sophifms ^to corroborate this 
idea, and give themfalves out for learned Philofc^hers, 
and the fed will approve their condu£b as tending to a* 
venge the Cabaliftic Mafon, and bring his Icience into 
repute.* 

Were I not writing for the Hiftorian,.! (hould fear 
to abufe my reader’s patience with the enumeration of 
theie abfur^ties of Occult Mafonry. But in deferiUng 
the grand caufes of a Revolution winch threatens ail Eu^ 
tepe^ it is necefTary at lead to give a general idea of 
thofe fydems of Impiety and Rebellion whence it ori¬ 
ginated. We fpare him the trouble of refearch, he 
will only have to verify our quotations ; he will know 
from what fources he is to derive his proofs. Befide, 
one the mod dangerous arts of the fed, is not only to 
bide its tenets and its variegated means of attaining its 
Revolutionary objed, but it wiihes even to conceal the 
very names of its diderent clades. That which may 
appear to be the farthed from Impiety or Rebellion may 
be the mod drenuous in its attempts to revive the an¬ 
tique fydems of the bittereft enemies to Governments 
and to Chridianity. 

It may be matter of furprife to many, to fee me 
comprehend the Martinids among the latter, they arc, 
neverthelefs, the perfons whom I had in view. As to 
the origin of Mr. de St. Martin, who has given them 

* Sec the Continuation of Errors 4Nd of Truth by an ««- 
knf^ivn Philofopher. Mafonic Era 5784, Chap, of Vices and 
Advantages. Notwithdanding the title of this book, jtisfar 
from being a Continuation of the work of which I am about to 
treat. It was only a (bare laid by Holbach’s club, who, freiaw 
the immenfe run which Mr. de St. Martin’s work had, adopted 
the title of Continuation of Errors and of Truth to attraA the 
curiofity of the public. In this pretended continuation, whole 
pages are copied from the works of the dub, coindding in noth¬ 
ing with Mr. de St. Martin’s fyftem, excepting in its zeal tor 
l^onry. 
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his name, we are ignorant; but we defy any body to 
fliow a greater appearance of probity, or to afTume a 
more devout and mellifluous myftical ilrain, than the 
hypocrify of this fpurious offspring of Curbkus the 
flave.* We have been acquainted with men whom he 
had feduced, with others that he wifhed to feduce, and 
all fpoke of his great zeal and refpeft for Chrift and 
his gofpel, and for Governments. We fhall feek his 
dodirines and his views in his own writings, in the 
pocalypfi of his adepts, in his famous book of Errors 
AND OF Truth. We have learned to our coft what 
labour and what pains are necefiary to unravel this work 
of darknefs; but furely the fame perfeverance fliould 
be (hown by the difciples of truth, as by the adepts of 
darknefs. 

Much patience is requifite to underlland and to elu* 
cidate the code of the Martinift Mafon, amidft its myf- 
terious language of numbers and enigmas. We will 
fpare aa much as pofiible this trouble to our readers. 
Let the Hero of thefe dofl:rines appear, and he will be 
found to be no other than the fervile copyift of the ab- 
furdities of the Herefiarch flave, and a rival of his hy« 
pocrify. With all the tortuofities of Manes we fliall 
behold him leading his adepts through the fame paths, 
infufing into them the fame hatred for the altars of 

^ Terehinthus^ or Budda^ a difciple of Scythian^ a coiyurer, 
Hodiog that the Perfian Priefls oppoled his defies, retired to a 
•widonx!*! houfe in Palefline to whom he left all his money and 
books. $he bosght a Have named Curbicus, whom ^e after¬ 
wards adopted and caafed to be inflruded in all the fcieoces of 
Perfia. After her death he quitted the name of Curbicus^ to 
blot out the memoiy of his nrfl condition, and took that of 
Makes, which in the Perfian language fignifies difcourfe. For 
an account of his do^rines many learned writers, and particu¬ 
larly St, Auguflin, may be confulted. They are reprefented as 
the common fewer of ail the impieties of the times, and as the 
feat of empire which Satan bad chofen to himfelf. 

Manes had the infolence to promife the King of Perfia that he 
■would cure his ion by his prayers, and the credulous Prince, be- 
heving him, negledled the remedies of art, and fent away his 
phyficians. The fon died, and Manes was thrown into prifon ; • 
but, efcaping from thence, he fled into Mefopotamia; after va¬ 
rious adventures however, falling into the hands of the King of 
Perfia, he was flayed alive, and his carcafe call upon the dung¬ 
hill to be devoured by wild beails. His fkin was flufled, and 
hung up on one of the city gates. His followers honored him 
as a martyr, and, in memory of his being flayed with reeds, 
they Jlept on r^^7w.~(See the Annals of the Cnurch/'*^Third 
Age. T. 
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Chriftsanity» for the thrones of Sovereigns, and for all 
political ellaUifliments whatever. We will begin with 
his religious fyftems; but though we {hall conipreis 
whole volumes of impious abfurdity into a few pages^ 
ftill we muft again appeal to the patience of the reader $ 
for as their Martinift Mafons contributed much to the 
Revolution, it is neccflary that their fophiflical reverb 
ihould be known. 

We are, then, to form an idea of a jirfi being ; one f 
umverfal s of hinfelf; and the beginning f all principle. 
At firft fight, this frjl being appears to be the GoJ 
WHOLB^ or the Jehovah of Fantheifin : and fuch really 
is the frjl being of the Martinifis.* * * § But this God 
WHOLE comprehends a twofold God ; one the princi¬ 
ple of good^ the other of eviL The former, though 
produced by the firjl beings holds of itfelf the whole of 
its powerf and all its worth. It is infinitely good, and 
can only do good. It produces another being of its own 
fubftance, at firft good like itfelf, but which foon be¬ 
comes infinitely b^, and can do nothing but evil.f 
The God Goop^ though it holds all its power of itfelf, 
could neither create this worlds nor any corporeal beings 
without the means of the GodErjL 4 the one aHs^ the 
other reaHs^ and from their confliAs the world is fra* 
med, and bodies are formed of the fparls^ as it were, 
emanating from this ftruggle between the God or princi-- 
' rf Good, and the God or principle of Evil. 

Man already exifted at that time, as no origin can 
<< be anterior to man. He is antecedent to any being in 
« nature ; he exifted before the birth of the Genii ; 
neverthelefs he only came after them.} Man at that 
time exifted without a body, and a much preferable 
ftate to that in which he is atprefent; for, inafmuch 
as his aSual ftate is limited, and replete with dif- 
<< guft, fo was his former unlimited and abounding in 
deligbts.”|| 

* Of Errors and of Truth, ad Part, page 149. 

f Firft ScftioB. 

j: Ibid. Of Temporal Caufes and Concatenationr. 

§ Ibid. Of Primitive Man. 

II Ibid.— We think it ncccffiiry to inform our readers, that we 
have made ufe of the Edinburg edition, whicli is the leaft pig- 
inaticai. As Hiilofsphifm and Impiety gained ground, the Mar* 
tinifts thought they might have fewer voluntary obfcurities, and 
they have lupprefled, or given in common print, what was orig¬ 
inally only cxprclTed in cyphers, in which the firft edition a- 
bounds. 
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By the ill ufe he made of his Liberty^ he erred from 
the centre at which the God Good had placed him y he 
then acquired a body, and that was the period of his firfl:. 
fall. But in his fall he preferved his dignity; he is 
ftill of the fame ejence as the God Good. To convince 
oarfelves of it, we have only to refled); on the na- 
** ture of thought; and we (hall loon perceive, that it 
being Ample, one, and unalterable, there can be but 
one fort of being capable of it; as nothing can be 
common between beings of difierent natures. Wc 
lhall obferve, that if man has in himfelf an idea of a 
Supreme Being, of an adiye and intelligent caufe 
which executes.his will, he mud be of the fame ef- 
fence as that fuperior Bcing.”f Therefore, accor¬ 
ding to the Martinill Syltem, the God GOOZ), the God 
Evil^ and every thinking beings or, in other words^ 
God, Man, and the Devil, are of the fame nature^ 
the fame edence, and the fame fpecies. 

If therefore the adept does not think himfelf God or 
Devil, it is not the fault of his teachers. There ist 
however, a remarkable diflerence between man and the 
God Evil, For the Devil, or the principle of £vil» 
feparated from the God GOOD^ can never return to him ; 
whereas man will return to the fame date he was in an¬ 
tecedently to time and the fparkling confli£f. He er- 
<< red by going from four to nine, but re-edablilhes 
himfelf by returning from nine to four 
This enigmatical jargon becomes more intelligible at 
the adept advances in the myderies. He learns that 
the number four fignifies d Jlrait line —number nine the 
drcumference or the curve line :§ then that the fun is a 
quaternary number; that number nine reprefents the 

+ Ibid. Of the AfEnitiesof Thiaking Beings, page oo^. 
t This was precilely the leflbn Mr. de St. Martin was explain^ 
ing to the Marquis de C-—. He traced his circles on the ^le; 
then, pointing to the centre, he added, ** You fee kow every 
^ thing emanating from the centre moves in the radius to reach 
** the circumference.”—" I perceive it,” fays the Marquis ; 
" but I alfo obferve, that having reached the circumference this 
« body emanating from the centre may proceed in a tangent or 
" a drait line; and then I do not underdand how you can de- 
" mondrate that it mud neceflarily be returned back to the cen- 
tr^.” This was fufHcient to diiconcen the learned DoAor of 
the Mardnids. He nevertheiefs continued to teach, that fouls 
emanating from God by the number four, would return to him 
by the number nine. 

§ Ibid, ad Part, page xo6, ia6. 
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mom^ and confequcntlj tie tarth of which it is but afateU 
Uh:’^ and hence the adept concludes that man anterior 
to time was in the fiin or in the centre of light. That 
be flew from thence by the radius, and that, palling by 
the moon, he remains on the earth, until the time 
comes when he lhail be reflefted back to his centre, to 
be incorporated with the God Gooi>. 

In the mean time, till he can enjoy that happinefs^ 
it is a moft fallacious fyftem to pretend to lead men 
^ to wifdom by the frightful defcription of eternalfames in 
^ a life to come. Such defcrsptions are of no avail when 
<< unfek \ therefore the blind teachers, who can only 
rcprefent thofe torments to us in imagination, muft 
neccflarily produce but little effcA upon u$.’*t 
The enlightened Martinift, foaring above fuch teach«« 
ors, erafes the pains of hell from his moral code ; and 
k is worthy of remark, that this is the leading feature 
in the Syftemsof theSophiftersof the Occult Lodges* 
as well as of the Sophifters of the Secret Academy. 
We (hould be tempted to fuppofe, that they knew no 
means of working their falvation but by deftroying the 
poffibility of being damned ; and that, by denying the 
cxiftence of hell, they fought to harden themfelves and 
all nations to crimes the moft deferving of the divine 
veweance. 

"nte Martinift fubftitutes << three temporal worlds. 
<< There are but three degrees of Expiation, or three 
^ degrees of real F. M. (Free-mafonry^ ) This is pret¬ 
ty clearly aflferting, that the perfed Malon neither has 
fin to fear, nor penance to perform } but in every fehfe 
the reader can no longer doubt of the fyftematic impi¬ 
ety which reigns throughout thefe abfurdities, indiredk 
oppofition to the Gofpel. It was not fufficient for the 
fed to renew in their hatred the ancient blafphemies of 
a fenfelefs Philofophy; but the deteftation of Laws, 
Sovereigns, and Governments, was to mingle with 
their myfteries; and in this our h^iartinift adept only 
primes over the Jacobin, by the art and cunning with 
which he infufes his fpirit of Rebellion, and broods over 
the downfal of the Throne. 

Let not the zealous adept appear, proteftiug his re- 
fpedk for the Throne or Government; 1 have heard 
their {HTOteftaiions, I have heard thofe of their matters; 

^ Ibid. Page 114 and 215, 
t Ibid. FimSe^on. 
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but I have alfo heard* their dodriiies, and (een thek 
tranfadlions. It is in vain for their chief to teach them 
privately^ or to envelop them in enigmatic language; 
for, had I not hereafter to unfold the iniquitous myfte* 
ries of the lUumin^es, the reader would be ready to 
pronounce, without helitation, that of all the confpt- 
ring fe£t8 the Martinift Lodges are the moft dangerous. 

Necker, La Fayette, or Mirabeau, *notwichftanding 
their Sovereignty of the People, fought a Conftitotiond 
King ; Briflbt, Syeyes, or Petion, fuppoitedi the Repub¬ 
lican Syftem ; conventions, compafls, and oaths, were 
admitted by both.' But the Martinift denies the legiti¬ 
macy of every Empire which may have originated in vi¬ 
olence, force, or conqueft ; he denies all iociety whofe 
foundation refts on conventions or compaAs, though 
'freely entered into. The former are afls of tyranny, 
which never can be legitimated ; no antiquity, no pre^ 
feription can render them valid, prffeription being a mere 
invention of tyranny, as a palliative to injuftice, in di- 
ref): oppofition to the law$ of nature, which knows of 
no fuch invention. « The edifice formed on a volmi- 
<< tary afibciation is equally as imapnary as if it were 
on a forced afTociation.’^* To prove thefe two aflfer- 
tions, and particularly the latter, is the main objcfl of 
our Hero’s Sophiftry. He eafily decides, that it is im^ 
poj/ihle that any foetal compaB couU have been freely entered 
into by all the individuals of a Bate. He aiks, wbeiber it 
Jlands to reafon that man mould rely on thefe who badfbrm^ 
ed fuch a eompoB^ or whether they ever bad the power ^ 
forming it ? He examines the queftion, and concludes^ 
<< that a voluntary afibciation is neither more juft nor 
« reafonable than it is practicable, fince by fuch an aCt» 
<< man inuft iuveft other men with a right (his own lib- 
erty) which he cannot difpofe of lumfelf ; and fince 
he transfers a right which he has not, be makes a con^ 
<< vention which is abfolutely voidf and which mitber him» 
<< felf^ the ebirfs^ norfubjeBi eem put into eneeuiimf Jince 
it can neither have been binJhng on the one nor the other. 
Then come the innocent artifices of proteftations of 
fidelity and fubmiffion to the reigning j^wei^ and in¬ 
vitations not to trouble the order of the exi^ng laws 
and governments; but ftupidity itfelf cannot be duped 
by fuch artifices. After the Mtf timft has told ns, that 
focial compads, though freely formed, are null, and 

* Ibid. SeCboo 5. f lb. Fsrt II. SeCL 5, page 9. 
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ditt affxiations formed by force are void» what can be 
the fttbmiffion which the Civil LawSi the Magiftrates, 
or the Princes can exa£l from their fubjeds ? 

Hie Hero of the Martinifts alfo (hudders at the very 
idea of revolt^ or of infurredion ; but then it is be- 
caufe the individual is expofed to z 6 ks of violence re- 
fulting from private authority. When the mob (hall 
have imWbed tbefe principles, when private violences 
ofc no longer to be feared, what will all thefe reftric- 
tions and exhortations avail for the prefervation of 
peace and fubmiffion to the conftituted authorities ? 
Does not the Martinift try every means to perfnade that 
fame mob that there never exifted a legitimate Prince» 
nor a lawful Government ? Is he not perpetually recall¬ 
ing them to their firjt origin, « when the rights of one 
** man over another were not known, becaufe it was 
impoSible that fuch rights could exift among equa/ 
bemgs 

Wi^ them, it is fufficient to obiierve the variations 
of Governments, and their fuccelEon; that feme have 
perifhed, others are perifiiitig, or will perife before the 
end of the world, to be convinced that they are no 
more than the offspring of the caprice rf man, or of their 
difordered imaginathni.f 

In fine, I know that the Martinift makes profeiEoti 
of a true government, a real authority of man over 
.men, and that he pieafes to call it a Monarchy. But 
notwithftanding all the fubtilties of his myfterious lan¬ 
guage, this very profef&on will prove to be the moft 
univerlaLConfpiracy agiinft .every exifting Govern¬ 
ment. He tells us, that there is a fuperiority to be ac¬ 
quired by one man over others, the fuperiority of leam-> 
ing, of means, of experience, which bring nim nearer 
to his original fate, and this is a fuperiority of faB, 
and of neceffity, becaufe other men, having applied 
lefs and not having reaped the fame advantages, will 
ftand in need of him, from the poverty and dimnefs 
of their faculties.”:!: The reader will naturally con- 
elude, that according to this fyftem nobody could exer- 
cife a lawful authority over his equals, but in right of 
his virtues, his experience, and his means of being ufe- 
fril. And that is in reality the firft artifice of the fed, 
which immediately overthrows all idea of hereditary 

I ^5* *he Infednlity of Gsvemments, page 34 and ss* 
foia. page s9. 
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fucceffion, which fubmits the rights of the Sovereign 
to the reveries of the faftious and of the populace on 
the virtue, talents, and fuccefs of him who governs* 
But let us follow their windings, and unfold their 
mjfterious writings. “ If every man, fay they, at- 
<< tained to the fame degree of his own power, then 
every man would be a King.” 

Thefe words evidently (how, that in the fenfe of the 
Martinift, he only is not King who is not arrived at the 
laft degree of his pcnver^ or of his ftrength in the natw^ 
ral (late. A little further it appears, that this differ¬ 
ence alone can conftitute a real political authority, that 
fuch is the principle of unity^ the only one by which na«* 
ture allows the* exercife of a legitimate authority over 
men, the only light which can rentnite them in a body.* ' 
The reader may believe it to be a chimerical refeareh 
to feek in the hiftory of man for a fociety where he a- 
lone commands whofe powers or faculties have been the 
beft developed in the order of nature, where he alone 
obeys who has not acquired this degree of power ; but 
the Martinift will carry him back << to thofe happy days 
faid to have had no exiftence but in the imagination 
of the poets, becaufe^ diftant from them, and (Iran- 
gers to their fweets, we have been weak enough to 
believe, that becaufe we did not enjoy them, they 
et could not cxift.”f 

Should you not immediately perceive that the only le¬ 
gitimate authority is that exercifed of old, or in the 
golden age, when each father of a family was the foie 
king ; when the fon, acquiring fufficient ftrength and 
age to develope his powers^ became king himfelf ; 
ihould you deny thefe confequences, and obje6l, that 
no government had ever perpetuated itfelf fince the 
commencement of the world, and that cpnfequently the 
rule given to difeover the only legitimate government 
pointed out none ; you are then left to your own ima¬ 
gination,, and the adept will continue, Neverthelefs, 
it is one of thofe truths which I can beft affirm, nor 
<< do I pledge myfelf too far, when I certify to my 
equals, that there are governments which have fuh^ 
^eufirjlplaced upon earthy and wUi 
<< juyif until the end; and that for the fame reafons 
which made me affert, that here below there always 
had been and always will be legitimate governments.”^ 

^ Ibid* page S9. t Ibid. t Ibid, page 35 and 36, 
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What then arc or can be thefe legitimate governments 
which the Martlnift recognizes ? What can be thefe 
governments which have fubCfted from the beginning, 
and> will fubfift until the end of time ? None can be 
furmifed, but that of the patriarchs, or of the iirft fam¬ 
ilies governed by the foie paternal authority. In later 
ages, can any other be found than that of ifolated fam¬ 
ilies, or of the Nomades, tlie Tartars, or the Savages 
roaming through forefts without any other chief than 
the father of the family ? And it is there alone, that 
thofe whofe age has equ^ly developed their ftrength and 
their power ^ will find themfelves all equal and each a 
that is to fay, each one recognizing no other law than 
his own, and each acquiring at the fame age all the pow¬ 
er of a father over his children. This government may 
perhaps be traced in civil fociety \ each priva^ family 
abftraftedly taken may be faid to perpetuate this govern¬ 
ment, and it has exifted and will perpetuate itfelf until 
the end of time. Now let the reader refle£l on what 
has been faid on governments formed by force or free 
compa£):, on thofe governments which have perifiked, 
doperifli, or will periih before the end of time, and which 
by this di{tin£iive mark are known to be illegitimate. 
He will clearly perceive, that all the zeal of the Martin- 
ifts for the true monarchy^ for the only legitimate govern¬ 
ment, the only one conjtjlent with nature^ the only one 
lading as the world, is nothing elfe but the wi(h of re¬ 
ducing all fociety, all legitimate authority, to that of a 
father governing his children ; to overturn every throne 
and annihilate every law but that of the ancient patri¬ 
archs. 

Such is the whole tendency of the political fyftem of 
the Martinifts. Many more bUfphemies both religious 
and political might be extrad;ed from this work \ nor 
would it be impoifible to prove, that in the fenfe of 
the Martinifts, the great adultery of man, the true 
caufe ofall his misfortunes in this world, the real original 
fin of mankind, was his having divorced himfclf from 
the, laws of nature, to fubje£k himfelf to laws which 
nature condemns, to thofe of Emperors, of Kings, and 
even of Republics, in a word, to any other authority 
except* the paternal.* But this matter would require 
us to follow all the windings of their myfterious lan- 
gus^e, a ta& that would be as tedious to my reader as 

* Part II. Seft. 5. Art* AhvirTBav. 
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to myfelf. I truft therefore that he will not be difpleaf- 
ed with me for having fpared him the labour of re- 
fcarch, which I have endured in the talk of gathering 
from amidft thefe ohfcurities fome of thole lu¬ 

minous tfaits which now and then efcape the fe£l; ;*and 
the re-union of which leaves no doubt as to the grand 
objeA of this Apocalypfe. 

In reading over and Itudying this extraordinary code^ 
one would be tempted to decide with Voltaire, that 
there never was printed a more abfuri^ obfcure^ mmd^ or 
foolijh work ; and we Ihould be equally furprized that 
fuch a code had produced fo many entnufiafts, or that 
we know not what Dean of Fhilofophy had been lb 
much enchanted with it.f But in all probability this 
Dean had not fent the word of the enigma to Voltaire ; 
he had not told him that this voluntary obfcurity was 
one of the mod powerful means employed by the fe£k 
to crulh the altar and the throTie. The works of Vol¬ 
taire himfelf had not the celebrity of Mr. de St. Mar^ 
tin’s Apocalypfe. The greater the obfcurity the more 
it attra^^d the curiolity and piqued the vanity of his 
difciples; the adepts of the firft clafs tutored and ex¬ 
plained it to the young novices, and none were more 
eager than thofe of the fair fex. Their drelfing-rooms 
were motamorphofed into fecret fchools, where the itt^ 
terpreting adept developed the myfteries of each page, 
and the novice in ecftacy applauded the myftery which 
was hidden from the vulgar. Little by little the norice 
herfelf became an interpreter, and founded a fpecies of 
fchoot. This is not a mere aflertion; fuch fchools for 
the explanation of the code exilled at Paris and in the 
Provinces, particularly at Avignon, the head-quarters 
of the Martinlifts. I was and am acquainted with fev- 
eral perfons Who were introduced to thefe fchools. 

They were the preparatory fteps to initiation. There 
they learned th^ art of impofing on the iimple by fadii- 
tious apparitions, which ended by calling ridicule on the 
fe6l *, the art of conjuring up the dead; the art of 
making abfent perfons fpeak, or of feeing them at a 
thoufand miles diftance ; in fine, all thofe arts which 
quacks and mountebanks of all ages have invented to 
delude the populace, and rob them of their money, 
the Martinift ftudied to enable them to make converts 
to Impiety and Rebellion. 

t Let. ^f Voltaire to D’Alembert, 06 t. as, 177^. 
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This fe£t made great progrefs in France and Germs* 
nji feme even have reached England and every where 
their grand obje& to reprefent the' French Revolu* 
tion as the fire which is to purify the world. 

Notwithftanding the multitude of the Martinift Ma* 
ibost they are not nearly fo numerous as the Ecledlic 
Mafons; and thefe indeed fliould naturally predominate 
in an age when the Philofophifm of the Atheifts and 
Deifts only fucceeds to the ancient herefies in order to 
abforb them all. 

Kdedic . The appellation of EcleAic is applied to a Free-mafon, 
Mafoary as it was formerly to certain PhUofophers. We are* to 
^ undcrftand by this word thofe of the adepts who^ after 
having pafled througli the different degrees of Mafonry, 
attach ^emfelvcs to no particular fyftem^ either poKti* 
cal or religious^ into which they have been initiated, 
but adopt &>m them all whatever may beft fuit their po« 
litical or religious views.* They are neither Hermetic, 
Cabaliftic nor Martinift Mafons; they are what they 
pkaie, Deifts, Atheifts, Sceptics, an aggrcjrate of aU 
* the errors of the Philofophifm of the day. They, like 
the fimple Sophifters of the age, have a twofold point 
of union. With refped to Religion, they all admit 
that Liberty and Equality which denies every authority 
but their own reafon, and rejefts all revealed religion ; 
as to governments, they admit of no Kings, unlefs 
fub&rvient to the u^l of the people in right of its fove- 
leignty. I (hall be very brief on this clafs; it is that 
of the Briflbts, Condorcets or Lalandes ; in a word of 
the Sophifters of the day, whom we (hall foon fee 
combining with Mafonry to operate their Revolution.' 
Were we to expofe their fyftems it would only be a re¬ 
petition of what has been faid of the Sophifters confpi- 
ring againft the altar and the throne; and the multi¬ 
tude of thefe abettors of Impiety who were in our time 
aggregated to the Mafonic Lodges would alone prove 
how peculiarly fuch plots coincided with their principles. 

1 kno^ that there is another fpecies of Ecle£tic Ma- 
fonslately eftablifhed in Germany. Thefe not only make 
profelhon of appertaining to no particular fyftem of 
Mafonry, but affert alfo that they depend on none. Ac¬ 
cording to them, all are independent, all have the right 
of maung their own laws. It is for that reafon that 

* See the Archives of the Free-mafiins and Roficrucians, 
Chap. 3. Edition of fierlin, X7S5. 
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they have aboliihcd the ve^ narne^ of Grand Lodfl^ 
and of Scotch Lodge e and in this refpefi they may be 
faid to have improved upon Mafonid Liberty and Equals 
ity.* 

In this light the Eclefibic Mafons could not have been 
very numerous in France, as the major part of then! 
were under the infpe£bion of the Grand PariCan Lodge 
called the Grand Orient. But our modem Sophifters 
had introduced into all the Lodges the true Eclediie 
fpirit of Impiety ; andfentiment wasaftronger tie than 
a profefled opinion. This fentiment, to be uniform^ 
muft agree in hating Chrift and his Religion, in deteft« 
ing all Sovereignty and all Legiilative Power, except 
that of the people^ The Ecleflic Mafon, like the So*, 
phifters, are at liberty to fubftituteDeifm'or Atbeilinto 
Chnftianity, to replace Monarchy by Democracy or e« 
ven by a Democratic Monarchy; but a ftep lefs towards^ 
Liberty and Equality would fuffice to baniih him from 
the Occult Lodges* 

All dafles therefore, every code of Mafonry, Her*, 
metic, Cabaliftic or Martinifts, and Ecledlic, dl and; 
each fonvardcd the Revolution; and it hctle imported 
to the fe£k which (truck die blow, provided ruin en- 
focd4 

I promifed to add to thefe proofs thofe which mprf 
particularly refult from the divers opinions of Mafons 
on their origin. Let us here again be only guided by 
the mo(t learned aiid xealoUs of the feit. "l^e reader 
will confider whether the parents they have adopted 
would not fuffice alone to direct their judgment on the 
plots of their progeny. 

* See the Rules of their AfTodation, Frankford, xStk May, 
figncdRuftneraadRottberg Secretaries. 

t La Metherie's Journal de Pkyfique, X790. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Protfs pf the Ofi^ ef Pree-enaftms drawn from their 
own Sjfems. 

T £T usbdgin bjr reje^ng the opimotis of all thoTe 
\ j demii-adepts, who in their rcfcarch on Mafonry, 
led away fay the fiimlarity of name, really believe them- 
fehreA dcfcended from the Mafons who built the Tower 
of.B^l, or'who railed the ppatnids of Egypt, or 
more particularly from thofe who ereded S^omon’o 
Temple, or who worked at the Tower of Strafbourg ; 
iii.*fhie, .of thofe wfao laid the foundations of fo many 
Cbm^s in Sootland inrthe teniii century. Thefe men 
of: mortair bad never been admitted toithe layfteriet. If 
it be true that they ever conftituted a part of the Broth¬ 
erhood, they were foon* excluded; their minds were 
too bluat^and not fufficietitiy Philofophic.* 

Im^etldsvldervadoii, as it iivfry pefiibte that the name 
and implements of the Craft may be borrowed from the real Ma^ 
ions. Idany mechanical arts, in France at Jeaft, had their iigns, 
thek*ceremonies, thnr hidden Ikngnage, which conftituted tho 
iecret df thie proMtOQ. This kingoaM aod thde hgns fwved to 
dtftlwelh.the!i|i^kieeQ, and denoted the de^ee diey fandac- 
q)iuredj|^ whether of Apprentice or Mailer ; and was a method of 
recoghuiDg thofe, who on the road sJked for work, or for fup- 
portto enable them to continae.thefr jourpey. For all men of 
th^faioeproftdiooirC naturally to help tskch odmr in 

preference to ftrangers. 

It is very poffible that in time ibme of the adepts initiated in 
^ mry^^^s of theie^ gained admiifioa among the mechanical 
MaTens. Thele adepts may have formed others among thoie 
mechanics. Tken|, to form a ieparate ibciety, it was only BeoeC> 
lary to adopt new (igns, and'chbofe different emblems from thofe 
workmen and the L^ges were ready formed. 

What may corroborate this fuppofition is, that there exifts in 
France another profefHoB, which, had knot been for one obfta- 
cle, might have undergone a (imiiar change. This is the profel^ 
£ob or the Fendeurs (Hewerr of Wood.) Thdc men alio 
form a confraternity. They have their figns, their watchword, 
their fecret and their convivial meetings. They call themfelves 
L*Ordre des Fendeurs (the Order of the Hewers of Wood.} 
They admit Gentlemen and Burgeftes into their order, who are 
initiated into the fecret, apd attend their meetings and repafta ia 
the fame manner as the Free*itnfeQSKlo^eirs. 1 have known 
men who were both Mafons andAnd who from their 
Inith and ftations in life had far other occupations than fplitting 
of wood. They were as referved with rdpedt to the fecret of 
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They were no longer wanted, when.on<ie the trowel, 
the compafles, the cubic Hone, the truncated or • entire 
columns, became nothing more than fyftematic em¬ 
blems 5 and the learned adepts blulh at an origin which 
they confider as too ignoble. 

We will fubdivide into two clafles the divers opinions Various 
fet forth in order to ennoble their origin. In the firft opinions of 
clafs, we comprehend all thofewho afcend baebto the 
myfteries of the Egyptian priefts, to thofe of El^ufis 
or the Greeks, or thofe who pretend to filiate from the gin 
Druids, or even who call themfelves defeendants of the 
Jews. In the fecond clafs, we coniider thofe who only 
trace themfelves from the Knights Templars, or the 
Age of the Crufades.* 

the Fendeurs as to that of Mafonry. I knew the fentimentf of 
theft adepts, and fhould not be furprized that the foie reafon why 
they took fo great an intereft in the fecret of the Fendeurs was 
from its iimiiarity to that of Mafonry, or elfe, that in time, our 
adepts of the town were in hopes of Philsfiphizing their breth- 
ren of the woods. The grand obftacle to the propagation of 
thele principles would be the difficulty and infrequency of their 
meetings, which are held in die midft of forefts, far from the 
eye of the prophane, and only in fine weather. Should the Phi- 
kubphtft take it into fais head to convert thefe repays into thole 
of Liberty and Equality, in a word, of the Golden ^e, thep 
adepts would flock in from all parts, Sophifticated di^rtations 
and allegories would be introduced ; but the uncouth inhabitant 
of the woods would no longer |be able to comprehend the mylte- 
ries. Some of the fignswomd be changed, emblems oh the 
profeffion would be preferved, and the Sophifticated Lodges qf 
the Fendeurs eftablifhed in the towns would ceafe to be open tp 
the clownifh mechanics from whom they had adopted their alle¬ 
gorical emblems. It is very poffible that fuich may have been the 
cafe with the Mechanical Mafons. This however is no more 
than a ednje^re as to the mode of the ikA ; our readers will 
loon fee that we are not reduced to fuch uncertainty wifh regard 
to the origin of its fecret and of its d'e<!lrine. 

* For thefe divers opinions let the reader confult from among 
the learned and zealous Maibns of Germany, the Geschichtb 
DEK Unbekanntbn t?r the Hiftory of the Unknown^ 17S0, with 
this Epigraph —Gens aternaefi^ in qua nemonafeitur —Arc hit 
FUR Freymaurer, w the Arehwes-of the Free-wajonsy Bertin * 
1784—Uber dieAlten uNn nbuen Mysterien, or of An¬ 
cient and Modern Myfteriesf Berlin 178s—D ie Hebraiscmb 

MYSTERIEN, ODER DIE ALTESTE RELIGIOSE FrBYMAU^ 

REY, the Myfteries of the Hehre^ws^ or the moft ancient religftoiu 
Free-mafonry^ Leipftc 1788. Among the JSnglidi Mafbos he 
may confult THE Spirit ofMasonrx hy Witiiam Hutehnfonr^ 
and among the French GmUemain de St, ViBor on tub Origin 
OF Masonry, &c. 

Let the reader remember that fereral of thefe works, migl^ 
have been quoted for die greateft abiiurdities that Mafenrgii 
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If ve examine newer fo carefully the reafons on whick 
the learned Mafons ground their filiation from the nn«> 
cient PhilofopherSi mey will be found to contain merely^ 
this affertion: << ^at in thofe ancient times when men 
^ firft began to defert the primitive truths, to fellow 
a religion and niorality founded on fuperfiition, feme 
fages were to be met with who fegregated themfelwee 
from the general mafs of ignorance and corruption. 
Thefe fages, perceiving that the groffnefs or the ftu- 
^ pidity of the people rendered them incapable of 
<< profiting by their leflbns, formed feparate fchools 
and difciples, to whom they tranfmitted the whole 
fcience of the ancient truths and of the dtfcoverics 
they had made by their profound meditations on the 
nature, the religion, the polity, and the rights of 
man. In thefe leflbns feme infilled on the unity of 
« God or true Deifm, others on the unity of the Great 
Being, or Pantheifm. The morality deduced from 
thefe principles was pure; it was grounded on the 
duties of charity, on the rights of Liberty, and on 
the means of living peace^ly and happily. Left 
thefe dodrines (hould lefiTen in value, ihould be fal« 
<< fified or be entirely loft, thefe fages commanded their 
difciples td keep them fecret. They alfo gave them 
figns and a particular language by which they were 
to recogniae each other. All thofe who were ad* 
micted to this fchool and to thefe myfteries were the 
children of Light and Liberty, while all the reft of 
<< mankind were with refped to them but JIavfs and 
f < prophanf beingf i and hence their contempt for the 

guilty of. For example in the Archives of Freemasonry^ 
feveral difiertations are to be found written by their Dolors on 
the Cabaliftic art, and that even hy an Bnglifh Doftor, for the 
defence aad inftni6tion of the Rofacrucians. I was reaJJy con- 
feuoded, and alinoft afhamed, when among other abfurdities I 
read, Astrology is a fcience which by the fituatioo of the 
ftars reveals the caufes of what has come to pafs and foretells 
^ what is to come. This fcience has had its blots, but that de- 
flroys neither the foundation nor the fanQiU of the art.’’*— 
And this is written by an Englilh Doftor to juimy the Roficru- 
cian Lodgm, and to be we£nved in their Archives. (Sie thtfe 
Jirchsves in German^ 'Part IIL No. i8. Page 378,^ I have 
added this quotatioo, becaufe I am always arad of its being 
laid, that I attribute incredible things to Freemaibnry. ' 1 know^ 
shat in one fenie they are incredible, but it is lb only to thole who 
are ftrangers to die proofi. Were tho books of Mafonry in dif¬ 
ferent bngaages to be coafulted, elpecially thofe in German, 
dicy would be found to fuperaboundkprop^^ 
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vulgar. This was alfo the reafon why the difciples 
of Pythagoras obferved fuch a profound filence, the 
origin of that particular and fccrct fcience of the 
^ divers fchools. Hence the myfteries of the Egyp- 
tians and afterwards of the Greeks and of the Dru- 
ids, even the very myfteries of the Jews themfeWes, 
or of Mofes initiated in all the fecrets of the Egyp.^ 
tians. 

« Thcfe divers fchools and the fccrets of thefe myt 
«« teries have not been loft; the Philofophers of Greece 
** tranfmitted them to thofe of Rome, and the Philof- 
ojdters of all nations followed the fame line of c$n^ 

•• du£t after the eftaUiJhmeni of Chrtftianiiy. .The fecret 
was always preferved, becaufe it was necejfary U 
av(nd the perfeMions of an intolerant Church and of its 
** Priejls. The ftgcs of divers nations by means of 
the figns which had been originally eftabliftied, re-' 

<< cognized each other, as the Free-mafons do every 
where at this prefent day. The name only has been 
changed ; and the fecret has been handed down un- 
der the denomination of Free-mafonry, as it was 
<< formerly under the fandion of the Magi, of the 
^ Priefts of Memphis or of Eleoiis, and of Platonic 
<< or Ecle£iic Philofophers. Such is the origin of Ma* 
fonry, fuch are the caufes which perpetuate it, and 
which render it the fame in all parts of the world.*’^ 

This is the faithful refult of what the moft learned Falfity of 
Mafons have publilhed on their origin.—^It is notour thuorifiA. 
objed; to examine how falfe are fuch ideas on the pre¬ 
tended dodirine of the Perlian, Egyptian, Grecian, 

Roman or Druid fages, nor how contrary to all hiftory. 

In the firft place, can any thing be more abfurd than 
to fuppofe, Aat there exifted a unity of religious opin¬ 
ions, of morality, and of fecrets among Philofophers, 
who have left behind them fyftems as variegated, and 
as oppofite to each other, and as abfurd as thofe of our 
modern fophifticated Philofophis ?f Nor do I undertake 
to examine the erroneous aflertion, that the myfteries of 

* An Extrad from the Divers works cited in the note, 
f Let thoie who wifli to be convinced of the difcordaacy of 
thofe fyftems confult Cicero ^afhnet Academ:—De Naiurm 
Deorum—De Legih.—De Fimous Bom et Mali,—De Off: fsfe. 

—or Lactantius InJHtut: Divin :—or the laft of the Helvum 
Letters ; where die dodrines, the fyftems and the abfurdides of 
our modern Sophijiers are compared with diofe of the ancient 
^es. 
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Eleufis had no other fecret but the unity of God, and 
the pureft morality.—How is it poflible to fuppofe that 
thofc myfteries were not universally known to the peon- 
ple, when it is certain that all the citizens of Athens 
were initiated into both the lefler and greater myfteries, 
according to their age ?* Nor do I alk how it came to 
pafs, that thefe fame Athenians under ground were all 
taught their catechifm on the unity of God, and howr 
when above ground they adored fuch a multitude of 
Gods ^ or, again, how it happened that they condemned 
Socrates to death on the accufation that he did not adore 
all the Gods; or elfe, why all the priefts of tlie differr 
ent idols only acquired by their initiation new zeal for 
the defence of that multitude of Gods and their altars. 
In fine, I will not alk how it is polBble to perfuade 
onefelf that thofe Priefts, fo ardent and fo zealous in 
their temples for the worlhip of Jupiter, of Mars, of 
Venus, and of fo many other Deities, Ihould be the 
very perfons who ailembled the people during the for 
lemnity of the grand myfteries, to tell them that all 
their worftiip of the Gods was nothing but impofture, 
and that they themfelves were the audiors, minifters, 
or priefts of impofture ! 

I know that fuch reflections are more than fufficient 
to ftamp with falfehood the origin in which he learned 
Mafons glory. But let us for a moment fuppofe, that 
thefe myfteries were what they have repreCented them 
to be ) the very preteufion of a fociety fpringing from 
fuch anceftry and glorying in perpetuating their fpirit 
and their Dogmas, this pretenflon.alone, I fay, mud 
clafs this Brotherhood among the moft ancient confpir- 
ators. It would entitle us to fay to the Craft, < Such 
then is the origin of your myfteries; fuch the objeCl of 
your Occult Lodges ! You then defeend from thofe 
pretended fages, and thofe Philofophers, who, reduced 
to the lights of reafon, had no farmer knowledge of the 
true God than what their reafon infpired. You are the 
children of Deifm or Pantheifm, and, replete with the 
fpirit of your forefathers, you wifli to perpetuate it ! 
Like them you look upon every thing which the reft of 
mankind have learned from the lights of Revelation, as 
fupcrftition and prejudice. Every Religion which adds to 
the worftiip of the Theift or detefts the Pantheift, in a 
word Chiftianity and its myfteries, are with you objeclSs 

* See Mr. dc St. Croix’s work on the Myfi^rks of the An>- 
. dents* 
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of hatred and contempt! Ton abhor whatever the So- 
phifts of Paganifm, or the Sophifts initiated in the miC* 
teries of the idolatrous Priefts abhorred ;—^but thofe 
Sophifts detefted Chriftianity, and (bowed themfelvcA its 
mod inveterate enemies. From your own avowals^ 
then, in what light can we vieii^' your myfteries, if not 
as a perpetuation of that hatred arid of tnat wifhof an¬ 
nihilating every other Religion but the pretended De- 
ifm of the Ancients ? 

‘ You alfo fay that you are what thofe’ Jews werej 
and ftill are, who, for all their religious tenets, only 
acknowledge the unity of God (provided there have ex- 
ifted Jews who did not believe in the Prophets and in 
Emmanuel the Saviour.)—You have then the fame fen- 
timents toward the Chriftian which the 'Jews have. 
Like them, you infill; on JehovJiy but to curfe Chrift 
and his myfteries.’* 

The more the Mafonk works above-mentioned are 
read, the more confpicuous will be the jultice of the 
reproaches we make. With fome, matter is eternal ; 
with others, Ac Trinity of the CKriftians is only an 
alteration of Plato’s fyftcm. Others again adopt the 
follies of the Martinifts, or of the ancient Dualifm.f 
Nothing then can be more evident. All thefc learned 
Mafons who pretend to defeend from the Egyptian 

* AsfbrtbisJewiihiMift of tbe Craft, or the FreemafonTy of 
the Jews, we recommend to oar reader to perufe the treatcTe of a 
mod learned and zealous Mafon dedic^d Denen die es Vwjleken^ 
&r to thqfe *who^ can underjiand. He leaves no done unturned 
Atoughout antiquity to prove the identity of the ancient m^e- 
ries of Elenlis, of the Jews, of the Druids, and of the Egyptuns, 
with thole aS Freemalbclry. And indeed when we refled on the 
pretended hiftory of the name of Jehovah loft by the afelfina- 
tion of Adoniram, it may be very probable that the Jews had 
had a part in Mafonry, “ As it is drawn from the Chaldaic Par- 

aphrafe^ and taken from a fable invented by the Rabbins to 
<< rob Chrift of his divinity and power. They iiippofed, that 
Chrift being one day in me Temple of Jerufalem hadfeenthe 
Holy of Holies, where the High Prieft alone had a right to 
enter. That he there law the name of That he car- 

ried it away with him—and that in virtue of this ineffable 
name be had wrou^t his miradcs.” (Sec the Voile LevA)— ^ 
The whole of this Fable is evidently dirededagainft the tenets of 
the ChriftiansoD the Divinity of Chrift. The importance which 
Mafons annex to the recovering of the name of Jehovah, and 
particularly all their myfteries in the degree of Rofa Cruci/f has 
the fAae objed in view. 

* See particularly the letter jIux I/lufires Inconnuj, or to the 
l^eal Free-mafons, 1782. 
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Friefts^ from thofe of Greece, or from the Druidt^ 
only feek to eftablifli what may apj^ear to each to be the 
religion of nature. Nor do they vary lefs as to its te¬ 
nets than did both the ancient and modem Sophifters. 
They all agree in deftrbying faith in the minds of their 
adepts, by fyftems in dired oppofition to Chriftianitjr. 
If they do not run into wild declamation like Voltaire, 
- Diderot, or Raynal, it is becaufe they wifhed them- 
felves to deduce their confequences. To have exprefi^ 
ed them too openly would have been divulging their 
inyfteries ; but one muft be more than ignorant not to 
comprehend their meaning—How can we be blind to 
their intentions, when we perufe the writings of thofe 
who declare themfelves to have originated in the Tem¬ 
plars, or in thofe fedaries who infefted all Europe un¬ 
der the name of Albigeois ? Thefc two fources have 
more analogy between mem than may be fuppofed.— 
Let us examine them feparately, and then judge what 
we have to expe£k from men who glory in fuch an ori¬ 
gin. 

Of Free- Templars, let ns even fuppofe that this fa- 

mafonr* nious order was really innocent of all the crimes 
attniitttiiig which occafioned its diiSblution; what objed either re- 
thcirwlgin Ugious OT political Can the Free*mafons have in perpetu- 
ating their myfteries under the name or emblems of that 
^ Order ? Had the Templars brought into Europe a reli¬ 

gion, or a code of morality, that was not known ? Is 
that their inheritance ?—In that cafe neither your reli¬ 
gion nor your morality can be that of Chrift. Is it 
their fraternity, their ctiarity, which is the obje^ of 
your fecrets ? Did the Templars really add any thing 
to thofe Evangelic virtues ? Or is it the religion of Je^ 
hovab^ or of the Unity of God, coinciding with the 
myfterics of Chriftianity ?—^If fo, why do you rejefit 
all Chrifiians who arc not Mafons^ 2 ^^ prophane f 

It is too late to reply, that the alarms of religion are 
vain and ungrounded \ that religion never was the ob- 
jeft of the Lodges. What then Ts that name, that 
worfbip of Jehovah^ which the learned Mafons declare 
to have been handed down from the Knights Templars. 
W'hcther thefe Knights were the authors of it, or 
whether they received it by tradition, or borrowed it 
from -the ancient myfterics of Paganifm and of its fa- 
ges, this name I fay, this worihip cannot he foreign to 
Chriftianity ; and is not every Chriftian entitled to fay, 
« You would not be fo fecret nor fo ardent to revenge 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACT. 


RO3 


it| if it were fimihr to the worihip eftabliflied through¬ 
out the Chriftian world ?’ 

Should governments partake of the fame alarmS) to 
what fubterfuge will the adepts have recourfe who have 
fwom to avenge Liberty^ Equality, and every right of 
their afibciation, which has been fo defperately outra¬ 
ged in the deftrudionof the Templars r It will be in 
vain to afiert the innocence real or hflitious of thofe 
too famous Knights. That voW of vengeance which 
has been perpetuated for nearly five centuries can hard¬ 
ly fall on Philip le Bel or Clement V. or ori the other 
Kings and Pontiffs who in the beginning of the four¬ 
teenth century contributed to the diflblution of that or¬ 
der ? Nor will it be renewed in thefe days on account 
df the ties of blood, or through any pity for the partic¬ 
ular individuals of the order ? This vow, this oath of 
vengeance muft be inftigated by other caufes—It has 
^ been perpetuated as the very objed, the very doArine 
of the fchool, as the principles and myfteries which the 
Mafons have received from the Templars. What then 
can thofe men thofe principles be, which can only bea- 
venged by the death of Kings and Pontiffs i And what 
are thofe Lodges wherein for four hundred and four- 
fcore years this vow this oath of vengeance has been 
perpetuated ? 

It is evident: Nor is it neceffary in this place to ex¬ 
amine whether Molay and his order were innocent or 
criminal, whether they were the real progenitors of the 
Free-mafons or not; what is incontellable is fuflScient $ 
it is enough that the Mafons recognize them for their 
anceftors } then the oath of avenging them and every 
allegory recalling that oath decidedly points out an aifo- 
ciation, continually threatening and confpiring againft 
Religion and its Pontiffs, againil Empires and their 
Governors. 

But it may be alked, what lights can hiftory throw 
on fuch an intimate conne£lion between the myfteries 
of Mafonry and the order of Templars ? Such a qucf- 
tion requires much refearch, nor will I withhold from 
my reader the refult of the inquiries which I have made 
on that fubjeA. 

The order of the Knights Templars pftabllfhed by 
Hugode Paganis, and confirmed by Pope Eugenius III. pofitionsof 
was originally founded with all that charity wluch Cbrif"* the Tcm* 
tian zeal could infpire, for the fervice of thofe Chrif* 

Vol. th D d 
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fiatiA who^ accordmg to the devotion of the timee, 
vent to vifit the Holy Land. At firft mere Hofpital- 
lers> thefe Knights, following the manners of the age, 
foon acquired great celebrity by. their exploits againft 
ehe Saracens. Their firft repute originated in the fer- 
vices which were naturally to be expelled, from their 
.great valor and eminent virtues : and fuch is the gene¬ 
ral teftimony which hiftory bears in their favour, mak^ 
ing a wide diftin£lion between the former and latter part 
of their exiftence. The Order foon fpread through 
Europe, and acquired immenfc riches. They then Ix- 
gan to forget their religious ftate, courted only the ce¬ 
lebrity of the field, and were no longer.led to it by the 
jlame fpirit. It. is worthy of remark, that many yesurs 
before their diflblution, hiftory already reproached them 
not only with being lax in their former virtue, but with 
thofe very crimes which caufed their deftcuftion> In 
the very zenith of their glory, and at a rime when it 
required much courage to upbraid them with their vi« 
ces, we fee Matthtm) Paris accufing them of convert¬ 
ing into darknefs the lights of their predccefibrs, of ha¬ 
ving abandoned their nrft vocation for.plans of ambi¬ 
tion, pleafure, and debauchery, and of unjuft and ty¬ 
rannical ufurpation. They were already accufed of 
holding correfpbndence with the Infidels, which ren¬ 
dered abortive all the plans of the Chriftian Princes 
they were accuCsd particularly of baying treafonably 
communicated the whole of Frederic Il.’is plan to the 
Soudan of Babylon, who, detefting fuch perfidy, in¬ 
formed the Emperor of the treachery of the Templars.* 
This teftimony, to which the Hif^orian may add many 
others, will ferve to render lefs furprizing the cataftro- 
phe which befel this famous order.f 

In the reign of Philip le Bel^ two men who. had been 
hnprifoned for their crimes declared that they had fome 
important difeoveries to make concerning the Knights 
Templars. Such a declaration under circumftances fo 
peculiar could not be thought entitled to much credit; 
it fufficed neverthdefs to make the King determine on 
the diflblution of the order, and he caufed all the Tem¬ 
plars in his kingdom to be arrefted on the fame day. 
This ftep may be thought too precipitate : But inter- 

* See Matthew Paris, anq. 

f See'Abbas Vifpurgienfis in Chronica, an. 1227 and Sanut. 
Lib.Ill. Part 12, Cap. 17, See. apud Dupuy Trait^ fiir ia con- 
damnation des Teropliers. 
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xDgatoriea and a thorough ezaminadon followed; and it 
is on thofe proofs alone^ and the authentic minutes of 
that examination, that the Hiftorian is to found his 
judgment. If their avowals arc perfeflly free, nu¬ 
merous, and coincident with each other, not only in 
different tribunals, but in different countries, enormous 
as their crimes may have been, ftill we are forced to 
believe them, or rejeS: all hiftory, and the juridical 
of the tribunals. Thefe juridical minutes have 
furvived the ravages of time, and their importance has 
caufed them be preferved in great numbers. Let the 
Hiftorian refer to the collection made by Mr. Dupuy, 
the Kang^s librarian ; I know no other way of forming 
one’s judgment, and of difiipating prejudices. 

It hasten faid, that Philip k Btland Clement V. had 
conceited between them the diffolution of the Templars. 
The falftty of fuch an affertion is evident on the in- 
fpediion of their letters. Clement V. at firft will give 
no credit to the accufations againft the TempLirs ; and 
even when he receives inconteftible proofs from Philip 
le Bel^ he had ftill lb little concerted the plan with that 
Prince, that every ftep taken by the one or the other 
occafions difpotes on the rights of the Church or of 
the Throne. 

; It was alfo faid, that the King wiflied to febe on the 
great riches of thefe Knights; but at the very com¬ 
mencement of his proceedings againft the order, he 
fslemnly renounced all ihare in their riches; and per¬ 
haps no Prince in Chriftendom was truer to his engage¬ 
ment. Not a fiBgle eftate was annexed to his domain, 
and airhiftory bears teftimony to the fa£t.* 

We next hear of a fpirit of revenge which a£);aated 
this Prince \ and during the whole courfe of this long 
trial, we do not hear of a Angle perfonal ofience that 
he had to revenge on the Templars. In their defence 
not the moft diftant hint either at the revengeful fpirit, 
or at any perfonal offence againft the King is given; 
So. far from it, until the period of this great cataftrophe 
the Grand Matter of the order had l^en a particidar 
friend of the King’s, who had made him godffather to 
one of bis children. 

In fine, the rack and torture is fuppofed to have for- 
, eed confelfions from them which otherwife they never 
would havf made; and in the minutes we find the a- 

♦ Layette, Tom. in. No. 13.—Rubeus Hift. RavaacDljs-^ 
Bzovius ana. 1308.—Marianna Hift. Hifpanain. 
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vowal of at leaft two hundred Knights ali made with 
the greateft freedom and without any coercion. Com- 
pulfion is mentioned but in the cafe of one perfon, and 
he makes exaftly the fame avowal as twelve other 
Knights, his companions, freely made.f Many of 
thefe avowals were made in Councils where the Bifhops 
begin by declaring that all who had confefled through 
fear of the torture fhould be looked upon as innocent, 
and that no Knight Templar fliould be fubjefled to it4 
The Pope, Clement V. was fo far from favoring the 
King’s profecutions, that he began by declaring them 
all to be void and null. He fufpended the Achbifhops, 
Blfliops, and Prelates, who had aded as inquifitors in 
France. The King accufes the Pope in vain of favor¬ 
ing the Templars ; and Clement is only convinced after 
having been prefent at the interrogatories of feventy- 
two Knights at Poiiiiers in prefence of many Biihops, 
Cardinals, and Legates. He interrogated them not 
like a Judge who fought for criminals, but like one 
who wiflied to find innocent men, and thus exculpate 
himfelf from the charge of having favored them. He 
hears them repeat the fame avowals, and ,they are freely 
confirmed. He defired that thefe avowals Ihould be 
read to them after an interval of fome days, to fee if 
they would dill freely perfevere in their depofitioiis. He 
hears them all confirmed. S^ui perfev/rantes in iV/rx, ear 
iuprejfe et fponuprout recitaU fuerant approVhrunt, He 
wiflied ftill further to interrogate the Grand Mailer and 
the principal fuperiors, preeceptores majores^ of the divers 

5 rovinces of France, Normandy, Poitou, and of the 
>anfmarine countries. He fent the moil venerable 
perfons to interrogate thofe of the fuperiors whofc age 
or infirmities hindered them from appearing before 
him. He ordered the depofitions of their brethren to 
be read to them, to know if they acknowledged the 
truth of them. He required no other oath from them 
than to anfwer freely and without compulfion; and 
both the Grand Mailer and the fuperiors of thefe di¬ 
vers provinces depofe and confefs the fame things, coik- 
fiitn them fome days after, and approve of the minutes 
of their depofitions taken down by public notaries.* 

t Layette, No. 20, loterrog. made at Caeo. 

± See the Council of Ravenna. Rubeus Hiil. Raven. Lib. VT. 
* Qri Magiiler & Praeceptores Franciae, Terrae ultra-marina?, 
Normandia?, Acquitaniae ac Pidavise,. coram ipfis tribus Cardi- 
nalibus prariendbns, quatuor tabellionibus publicis et multis aliis 
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Nothing lefs than fuch precautions could convince him 
of his error : it vtras then only that he revoked his me¬ 
naces and hts fufpenfion of the French BiihopS) and 
that he allows the King to proceed in the trials of the 
Templars. 

Let fuch pretexts be forgotten, and let us only dwell 
on the avowals which tiuth alone forced from thefe 
criminal knights. 

Their^depofitions.declarc, that the Knights Templars RcfuU 
on their reception denied Chrift, trampled on the crofs, 

I and fpit upon it; that Good Friday was a day which ^ ^ * 
was particularly confecrated to fuch outrages } that they 
promifed to proftitute themfelves to each other for the 
moft unnatural crimes ; that every child begotten by a 
Templar was call into the fire 5 that they bound jthem- 
felves by oath to obey without exception every order 
coming from the Grand Matter ; to fpare neither facred 
nor prophanc ; to look upon every thing as lawful when 
the good of the order was in quettion ; and above all» 
never to violate the horrible fecrets of their nofifurnal 
myttcries under pain of the moft terrible chaftifement.* 

^ In making their depofitions many of them declared 
they had only been forced into thefe horrors by imprif- 
onme;nt and the moft cruel ufage; that they willied, 
after the example of many of their brethren, to pafs in¬ 
to other orders, but that they did not dare, fearing the 
power and vengeance of their order. That they had 
fecretly confeiTed their crimes and bad craved abfolu- 
tion. In this public declaration they teftified by their 
tears tHe moft ardent defire of being reconciled to the 
church. 

Clement V. convinced at length, conceives whence Thefrec- 
the treachery proceeded, of which the Chriftian Princes 
fo often complained they had been the vifiims in their avowals, 
wars againft the Saracens. He permits the trials of the 
Templars to be coi^tinued, and a hundred and forty arc 
heard in Paris. 

All repeat the fame depofition, except three, who 
declare they have no knowledge of the crimes imputed 

bonis viris, ad Sandta Dei Evangelia ab eis corooraliter 
ptasfteto juramento quod feper prsmiffis omBibus, mtam et 
plenam cUcersat vsritatem, coram ipfis, fingulariter, Itbere ac 
fponte, abfque coa^tiooe qualibet et tunore, depofucrunt et con- 
fefE fueruDt. (Epijl. CUmentis Regibus Anglia^ GaUia^ 

Sicilia^ ^c,) 

* See the Vouchers brought by Dupuy, and Extract of the 
Regifters. 
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la their order. The Pope, not content with this infer* 
nation uken by Religious and by French Noblemen, 
requires that a new trial Ihould take place in Poitou be* 
ibre Cardinals and others whom he himfelf nominates ; 
Again, with the fame freedom and fpr the third time, 
the Grand Matter and other Chiefs in prefence of Cle<- 
ment V. repeat their depofitions. Molay even requett* 
ed that one of the Lay Brothers who was about his 
perfon ihould be heard, and this Brother confirms the 
declaration. During many years thefe informations 
were continued and renewed at Paris, in Champagne, 
in Normandy, in Quercy, in Languedoc, in Provence. 
In France alone above two hundred avowals of the fame 
nature are to be found ; nor did they vary in England, 
where at the fynodof London, held in 1311, feventy- 
eight Engliih Knights were heard, and two whole 
months were fpent in taking informations and in verify¬ 
ing their declaradons. Fifty-four Iriih were alfo heard, 
and many Scotch, in their refpeflive countries. It was 
in confequence of thefe declarations, that the order 
the .Templars was abolittied in thofe kingdoms, and that 
the Patliament difpofcd of their goods.f The fame 
^cbrations were taken and proved in Italy, at Ravenna, 
at Bologna, at Pifa, and at Florence, though in all thefe 
councils the Prelates were very ready to abfolve all thofe 
Knights.who could fucceed in their juftifications. 

When I hear the crimes of this order called in quef- 
tion, it appears to me that a fufficient attention has not 
been paid* to the multiplicity of the avowals of thefe 
Knights^ and of the diverlity of nations which judged 
them. It would be one of the moft extraordinary fa^fs 
in hiftory to fee two hundred of thefe Knights accufing 
tiiemielves of the greatett abominations. It would be 
a ftill greater atrocity to fee. fo many Bifhops, Noble¬ 
men, Magiftrates, and Sovereigns, of different nations, 
fitting in judgment on the Templars, and publiihing to 
the world, as free and uncontroled, declarations which 
had'only been extorted from them by the fear of torture. 
Such a coofdud^ would be ,ttill more horrible than ^at 
of the Templars themfelves \ and would it not be 
equally extraordinary to fee fo many different nations 
agreeing, to. ufe the rack toektort fuch depofitions from 
them ? But for the honot of humanity fuch means were 

t Vide Valfinger in Edvardum II. ct Ypodigoia Neuftrias spud 
Dupuy.*—Effai de Fred. Nitolai. 
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not employed in the trials of theTemplarsy byliie Bi(h« 
ops and Grand Bailiffs, the King^s Commiffaries, the 
Cardinals, and Commiffaries of Clement V. nor by 
hiaifelf in France. Such methods were notvefoited 
to by the councils .nor by the tribunals of other-natious^ 
Never was a caufe of greater importance pleaded ; and, 
from the mmerous and authentic documents which ave 
ftUl extant, it is evident, that Judges never were inoire 
fearful of confounding the innocent with the guilty. 

Let not the diflblution of another celebrated order, 
though in a very difierent way, be objected. The 
uits were aboUlhed, but they were not brought to trial n 
not a (ingle member of the order has been heard in its 
defence, nor have any ineiid)ers depofed agaihft h; I 
(hould be the $rft to condemn them, could proofs limi- 
lar to thofe againft the Templars, be adduced againff 
them. 

Let us for a moment fuppofe the Templars .entirely 
innocent of the crimes imputed to them, what could 
have been the virtue and courage of an order, which 
could demean itfelf fo much, as to make fuch detlara* 
tions againft itfelf ? How, can the Free-mafons glory in 
fuch an anceftry, who, if their crimes were not mon* 
ftrous, muft themfelves have been monfters of the ba« 
feft cowardice* 

The vulgar may be led away by the tardy protella* 
tions of Guy and Mblay } but do the vulgar ever diftin* 
guiih between the obftinacy of defeahr and that ferene 
iirmnefs and conftancy which are the attendants on vir« 
tue ? They are not aware that falfe honor, like truth, 
may have its martyrs. During three years Molay per* 
fevered in his avowal, and he repeated it at leaft three 
times 5 when he pretends at length to deny it, his cx- 
pref&ons are thofe of rage, and he throws down the 
gauntlet to whoever (hall pretend to affert that he had 
made any depo/ition againft his order; at the place of ex* 
ecution he declares that ail that he had faid againft his 
order was falfe, and that if he deferved death it was 
for having accufed bis order falfely\so\h before the Pope 
and the King. Aroidft thefe contradictions, can the 
Hiftorian receive fuch proteftations of innocence ? 
Much lefs is he to attend to the popular fable of Molay 
having cited Philip Ic Bel and Clement V. to the tri¬ 
bunal of God within a year and a day, and that both 
the Pope and the King died within the year ; for hifto- 
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tj not onlf varies as to the day, hut even as to the year 
of Molay’s execution.* 

As a laft refource in defence of the order, the very 
nature and infamy of the crimes of which the Templars 
were aocufed have been alledged as a proof of their in¬ 
nocence. But moft certainly the more infamous thofe 
crimes, the more debafed muft have been the members 
of the order to accufe each other of tliem. But all 
thefe crimes, however infamous and incredible, only 
ferve to difeover the abominable fe£t which introduced 
diem among their adepts, and from whom the Tem¬ 
plars evidently learned their frightful myfteries. That 
hatred of Chrift, that execrabk immorality, even to 
die atrocious infanticide, all are to be found in the te- 

* It has been laid to have taken place in the didferent years 131 x, 
I3xa, and xaij. The firft of theie dates appears to me to be 
cerreft, becaufe the execution of the Grand Mafter certainly 
took {dace whUe the Commiilknes of the Pope were at Paris, and 
they only refided there horn Auouft .1300 till May X311. It is 
in vaia. to alledge the proteft of the Abbot of St. Germain as 
Lord of the Manor againft the execution of two Knights Tem¬ 
plars on his land; for, iuppofing this regarded the execution of 
Ouy and MoJay, we have the anfwer to the protefb in date 
Itoch X3I3, wh^eas Clement V. only died on the aoth April 
1314 I io that even in that cafe the citation muft have been of no 
avail. 

Boccacio, who is fo often quoted on the death of Molay, does 
not ib muck as mention it. When people make fuch a diiplay of 
what this author has faid concerning the conftancy of the Grand 
Mafter and the other Templars executed at the &roe time, fome 
attention fhould be alfo paid to his commencmg with faying, that 

theie Knights were ftrangely fallen off, on account of their 
great riches, from their piiftine virtue; that they were ambitious, 
▼oluptuous, and efieminate ; that fo far from making war in de¬ 
fence of the Chriftians, according to their inftitnte, they left that 
duty to be difeharged by people whom they had hire f, or by 
valets; and that in the days of Jaques Molay their virtues had 
degenerated into vices.’^ All that Boccacio fays afterwards on 
the conftancy and death of the Grand Mafter and his compan¬ 
ions, which u) greatly excites his enthufiafm, is folely grounded 
on Ae account his father gave him, who was a merchant and at 
Paris at that time; his ideas on the fubje( 5 l, as is eaiily perceived, 
arc merely thofe of the vulgar. I (hall always return to the fame 
point. Let us examine the authentic documents and die minutes 
of the proceedings. When they are to be had, and they ftill 
exift in great naiders, they are real points by which we are to lx: 
guided. Such has been the line of condu( 5 l (the only fatisfadory 
one) held by Mr.^Dupuy, in his Treadfs on the Condemnation 
of tne Templars. This work is written with candor; and though 
he has not made the moft of his proofs, he abounds in authentic 
documents and extrafts from the minutes of the trials, and fur- 
nUbes far more than arc^eceflary tofatisfy our judgment. 
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nets, they are even in the principles of that incoherent 
ihedley of Begards^ Catharesj aiid of that (hoal of fec« 
tafies which flocked from the Eaft to the Weftern State! 
about the beginning of the eleventh century. 

I would willingly aflert that it was the fmaller pArt o£ 
the Teniplars who fuflered themfelves to be carried a- 
way by fuch abominations. Some even at Paris were 
declared innocent. In tcAly a ftill greater number were 
abfolved ; of all thofc who were judged at the Coiiii-* 
cils of Mayence and Salamanca none were condeinned | 
and hence we may conclude, that of the nine thdufand 
houfes belonging to the order many had not been tain¬ 
ted, and that whole provinces were to be excepted from 
the jgeneral ftain of infamy. But the condemnations^ 
the juridical depofitions, the method of initiating the 
knights, almoft become general ; the fecrecy of their 
receptions, where neither Prince nor King, nor any 
perfon whatever, could be prefent during the laft half 
century, are fo many teftimonies which corroborate thfe 
divers accufattons contained in the articles fent to the 
Judges; that is to fay, that at lead: two thirds of the 
order knew of the abominations praftifed, without ta¬ 
king any fteps to extirpate them, ^od bmnes^ vel quq/i 
dua juries orditiis fcientes di&os errores corrigere neglex-^ 
erinU 

This certainly cannot mean that two thirds of the 
Knights had equally partaken of thefe aboihinations. It 
is evident on the contrary, that many detefted them as 
foon as they were acquainted with them ; and that oth¬ 
ers only fubmitted to them, though initiated, after the 
hariheft treatntent and moft terrible threats. Neverthe^ 
lefs, this proves that the greateft part of thefe Knights 
were criminal, fome through corruption, others through 
weaknefs, or connivance $ and heiice the diflblution of 
the order became neceflary. 

Anotherrefle£tion which ftrikes meas being of weighty 
though I do not know that any one has made it, is, that 
between thirty and forty thoufand Knights not onlyfur* 
vived the condemnation of the order, but alfo furvived 
Philip le Bel and Clement V. The greater part of thefe 
had only been condemned to canonical penance, to fo 
many days fading or prayer, or to a fliort imprifon- 
inent.—^They lived in different parts of the world, where 
th^ had nothing to fear from tbm f€r/ici$t$rs and tym 
Vol. II. £ e 
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ranis* Confcience, honour, and many other motives/ 
jihould have induced thefe furvivors to make their recan¬ 
tations after having made juridical depofitions ctf fuch 
an abominable nature againfl: their order ^ mod certainly 
if they had made them through fear or fedudiion, it 
was a duty incumbent on them. Neverthelefs, of thofe 
thoufands of Knights heard in fo many different dates 
there is not a fingle one that makes his retradlation, not 
one who leaves fuch a declaration to be publifhed after his 
death. What men then are thefe Knights? If there dep- 
ofitionsbe true, how mdnftrousmuft that order have been 
l)y its crimes} if they be falfe, what monfters of calumiiy 
was it compofed of ? That fear tnay have made them 
fwerve from truth during the reign of Philip Ic Bel, I 
will admit 5 but that King being dead, what becomes 
of fuch a plea. 

Such neverthelefs are the men whom the hlafons 
glory in their defcent from. Yes, and their defcent is 
real. Their pretenfions are no longer chimerical. 
Were they to deny it we fiiould force them to recog¬ 
nize as their progenitor^ not the whole of the order, 
hut that part wlmfe ancient corruption and obflinate 
hatred againft the altar and the throne, when added to 
their third of revenge, muft render them Hill more 
formidable to both Kings and FontiiFs. 

Were we to trace the defcent of the Free-inafons by 
the Templars, we fliould not have the alTurance of 
thofe who fuppofe the Grand Matter Molay, when in 
the Baftile, creating the four Lodges^ that of Naples for 
the Eaft, of Edinburgh for the Wdft, of Stockholm 
Tor the North, and of Paris for the South.* Yet, fol¬ 
lowing nothing but the archives of the Free-mrfons 
thcmfelves, and the apparent affinities which fubfitt be- 

* This account is to be found in an Almanac printed at Paris 
trader the title of Etrennes Imerejfautes r 796-97. I don’t know 
. from whence the writer has drawn this anecdote, nor on what 
^grounds he fays that the I)uke of Sundermania, as Grand Maf- 
ter of the Mother Lodge pf ^e North, was accefTary to the 
* aflaffination of the King his brother by Anckarftroeno. Though 
' this writer jfhows fome knowledge of the Craft, fee isfo ignorant 
ia other refpc6ls that it is impoihble to take him for an authority : 
^For example, he fays, that the Jefuits were Free-mafons, that 
it was they who poifoned the Emperor Henry VII. and that Em¬ 
peror died t^o hundred years before a Jefuit exifted. This fable 
' of the Jefuits Free-miafons is an artifice devifed by the Illumines, 
and we fhall fee them own to it, to avert the attentisa of ftates 
from their own fctt and coafpiracies. 
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tween them and the Knights Templars, we are entitled 
to fay to them—* Yes, the whole of your fchool and 
all your Lodges defeend from the Templars. 
the extinftion of their order a certain number of crim¬ 
inal Knights, who had efcaped the general profeription, 
formed a body to perpetuate their frightful myfteries. 
To their pre-exifting code of Impiety they added the 
vow of vengeance againft Kings and Pontiffs who had 
deftroyed their order, and againft all Religion, which 
proferibed their tenets. They formed adepts who were 
to perpetuate and tranfmit from generation to genera¬ 
tion the fame myfteries of iniquity, the fame oaths^ 
and the fame hatred againft the God of thi Chriftians, 
Kings and Priefts.—Thefe myfteries have defeended to 
you, and you perpetuate their impiety, their oaths, and 
hatred.—Such is your origin. Length of time, the 
manners of each age may have varied fome of your figns 
and of your (hocking fyftems 9 but the dlencc is the 
fame, the wifhes, oaths, Hatred and plr;s are (imilar-i 
You would not think it, but every thing betrayed your 
forefathers, and every thing betrays their progeny/ 

Let us then compare the teneu, language, and figns; 
What a fimilarity, and how matiy are common to both i 

In the myfteries of the Templars the initiator begins 
by oppofing the God who cannot die to the God who 
dies on the crofs for the falvation of mankind. ** Swcar,*f 
he fays to the candidate, ** that you believe in a God the 
** Creator of all things9 nvho neither did nor nvill die 
and then follow blafphemics againft the God of Chrif» 
tianity. The new adept is taught to fay, that Chrift 
was but a falfe prophet, juftly condemned in expiation 
of his onvn crimes and not of thofe of mankind. Re-> 
ceptores dicebant illis quos redpiehantj Chrifum non ejjk 
verum Deum et ipfum fuiffe falfum Prophetam / nonfutfft 
pajfum pro redemptione humani generis^ fed pro feeUrihus 
fuis.\ Can any one here miftake the Jehoyadi of the 
Mafons, or the lew of ^c^ntb led by Viapbael into lude^ 
to fujfer for his crimes 

The God of the Templars, which never fould die^ 
was reprefented by the hea4 oi a man, before whicl^ 
they proftrated themfelves as before their real idol. 
This head is to be found in the Mafonic Lodges in 

f See page 4%. 

^ See above, page x6y. 
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llungaiy, where Free-mafonry has preferved the great- 
^ft number of its original fuper(litions.t| 

This bead is to be found again in the Magic Mir^ 
rer of the Cabaliftic Mafons. They call it the Being 
of Beings, and reverence it under the title of Sum (I 
am.) It reprefents their great Jihovah^ fource of all 
|>eing$. And we may look upon it as one of the links 
wUch compofe the general chain by which the Hiftotian 
may conned the Hiftory of Mafonry with that of the 
Templars* 

Thcfc fame Knights in hatred to Chrift celebrated the 
inyfteries of Jehovah more particularly on Good Friday, 
fraapm in die Veneris SanBa; and it is the fame hatred 
which aflembles the Roficrucians on that day. according 
to their ftatutes, to dedicate it more particularly to their 
j)larpheinie8 againft the God of Chrilltanity. 

Among (he Templars, Liberty and Equality was 
fua&ed under the name of Fraternity. 

Qu’il eft, bos, qu^ileft doux, de vine en freres.* 

was the favorite cantiplc during their myfteries. It has 
Cnee been adopted by the Mafons, and is the maik that 
conceals all their political errors. 

The Templars were bound to fecrecy by the mod ter* 
rible oaths, fubje£led themfelves to the vengeance of 
the Brethren and to death itfelf, if ever they revealed 
the myfteries of the order. Injungebant eis perfacran^en-^ 
tumf ne pr odiEta revelarent fuh poena mortis. The fame 
oath fubiifts among the Mafons, and the fame threats 
for any one who (hall violate fecrecy. 

The precautions left any profane being Ihould be prcr 
Cent at their myfteries are fimihr. The Templars al¬ 
ways began by fending out of their houfes whoever was 
not initiated. Arn^ed brethren were placed at the 

II See Kleiferis Report to the Emperor Jofeph II. I never ftw 
tUs Report written py Kieifer, whom the Emperor Jofeph II. 
had ordered to get hiim^f received^ that he might know what 
he ought to depend upon with relped tp the Mafons and Illu¬ 
ming. The Report was printed by order of the Emperor; but 
the Free-roafoos and Illuming bought it up with fuch rapidity, 
that fcarcely a copy efcaped them. I am acquainted with a No- . 
blemap who has rm and eveu made extraAs irom it ; and it 
was through his means that I learned this anecdote concerninjg 
the head being preferved in the Hungarian Lodges. It appears 
riist fome Vr the Templars fevered it as the head of their hrft 
C>under, while others worihipped it, as the image of the God 
whom they adored. 

' ^ ] 3 ow plc^& hdw happy it is to live like brethren. 
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doors to keep off all carious people, and fentries were 
placed on the roofs of their houfes, which they always 
called Temples.f Hence originates the Brother Terri- 
bUj or the Tyler j who ftands at the doors with a drawn 
fword, to defend the entrance of the Lodge againft 
the prophane multitude. Hence that common expref* 
lion among Mafons the Temple is eovered^ to fay the fen-> 
tries are placed ; no prophane Being can gain admit* 
tance, riot even by the roof, we may now adk with 
full liberty. Hence alfo the cxpreiGon it rains^ figntfy* 
ing the Temple is not covered, the Iiodge is not guard* 
ed, and we may be feen and over-heard. 

Thus every thing to the very fyinbols,^: their lan¬ 
guage, the very names of Grind Mafier^ of Knight^ol 
Templef even to the columns Jackin and Booz, which 
decorated the Temple of Jerufalem, and which are 
foppofed to have been given to the care of the Templars, 
all in a word betray ottr Free-mafons to be the defeen* 
dants of thofe proferibed Knights. But what < a dam¬ 
ning proof do we not find in thofe trials, where the 
candidate is taught to ftrike with his poniard the pre¬ 
tended affaffin of their Grand Maflier in common 
Mrith the Templars it is on Philip Ic Bel that they wreak 
their vengeance \ and in every other King the fedl behold 
this pretended affaffin. Thus with all the blafphemous 
myfteries againft Chrift we fee them perpetuating thofe 
myfteries of vengeance, hatred, and combination againft 
Kings. The Mafons Aen are correfl when they claim 
the proferibed Knights for their forefathers. The fame 
plans, the fame means, the fame horrors could not be 
more faithfully tranfmitted from father to fon. 

f Ibid. 

X Without doubt there is a variety of other fyiabols which do 
not come from the Knights Templars, fuch are the flaming ftar, 
the fun, the moon, ana the ftars. The learned Mafons in their 
fecret journal of Vienna attribute theft to the founder of the Ro- 
iicrucians, called Brother Ros-Crux. He was a Monk of the 
thirteenth century, who imported both his magic and myfteries 
from Egypt. He died, after having initiated fome few difeipjes, 
who for a long time formed a ftparate affociation; they at length 
united with the Free-mafons, and formed one of their occult de¬ 
grees. Or it would be more corredl to fay that there cxifts now 
a-days in this degree nothing more than the name and the magtC' 
art of the ancient Roficrucians, with the ftars and other fymbols 
borrowed from the firmament. Every other part is confounded 
with, and merged in, the myfteries and plots of Mafonry. 

* Sec above, page 174. 
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We (Kali conclude thb chapter by a few obfervations 
which will not leave any fubterfuge to thofe who may 
fitU entertain doubts concerning the crimes that brought 
dtfiblution on this profcribed o^er. Let ud fuppofe the 
whole of this order to have been perfedtly innocent of 
all the accttb^as of impiety, or of principles danger- 
ions to governinents. It is not in this date of inn<> 
ocnce that tiiiey are recognized by the Mafons as their 
forefathers. The profound adepts only acknowledge 
the Templars at their progenitors, becaufe they are con¬ 
vinced that thofe Knights were guilty of the fame im¬ 
piety and of the fame plots as tbemfelves. It is in thefe 
crimes alone, ^\ki in thefe confpkacios, that they re¬ 
cognize their mafters; npd as infidels and confpirators 
it is that they invoke them. 

Under what title do the Condorcets and the Syeyes, 
under what title does Fauehet or Mirabeau, GuiUotin 
orLalande, Bonneville or Volney, and fo many others 
who are known to be at once the prpfoundeit adepts of 
Jdafonry apd the heroes of Impiety and Revolutionary 
Rebellion-*-undcr what title can fuch men challenge the 
Knights Templars as their progenitors, if not becaufe 
they believe that they have inherited thofe principles of 
Lifaierty and Equality which m no other than hatred to 
Chiift and hatred to Kings 1 When Copdorcet, fum- 
jning up the ftudious refesrch of thirty yearsj falfifyi^g 
all the fafis of hiftory, and combining all th^ cunning 
of Sophiftry to extort our gratitude for thofe fecr^t ^- 
ciattons defined to perpetuate privately and dfngpf 

among afevo adepts^ what he calls a fmalj number of plam 
truthsy as certain prefervatiaes agaitfftjhe predominant pre^ 
judices ; when he extols the French Revolution as the 
triumph fo long preparing and expefted by thefe fecret 
focieties; when he promifes to folve the queftion here¬ 
after, the Knights Templars, whofe difTolution 

was the^fummit of barbarity and meannefs, are not to be 
numbered among thefe ajfodations,^ When he holds fuch 
language, under what point of view can the Knights 
Templars have infpired him with fuch deep concern ? 
with him^ thefe fecret aflbciatiws, fp deferving of our 
gratitude, are thofe of the pretended fages, << indigi- 

nant at feeing nations opprefled, even in the fandru- 
** ary of their confcicnces, by Kings the fuperfitious or 

politicalflavet f thepriefhgod*^ i They are the afibci- 

■ ^ 

* EfquUTe dcs Pregre», &c. Epoque 7. 
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actions of thofe generous men ««dtute ezamifie 
the foatidatiom of all pOwer or authority, and who 
revealed to the people the great truths, that iheir 
erty is inalienahle ; that tioptefcription teen Sictfi in hehe^ 
** of tyranny ; that no convention tan irrevocably ftdj^n 
nafiin to any particular family i That MagiftroM^ 
Hvhafever may be' their 'titles^ fanBiom^ orpovutrsy 
only the ojfcersy and not the fnajtets ef the people Thdt' 
♦ ^ the people alnvetys preferve the ri^ ef revoking thtfepov)^ 
ers ^artating from them altmey whether they judge it has 
been ahufedy or confdet ft to be ufekfs ia eonthme them. 
In Jhort that the people have the 'right of putnfihtg the 
ahufe 'as 'well as of revoking the power. 

Thus we fee Condorcet tracing back the germ at lealft 
of ^11 the priifclples of the French Revolution to iJieic 
fecret ajfociationsy which he rcprcftrfts as’ the*bencfa€te» 
of nations,^ and as prepariifg the triumph of the multt^ 
tude againrif the altar aild the throne^ Ail therefore he 
does or promifes to do in future, when he propofea thn 
^ueftion, whether the Knights Templars are not to he 
numbered among thofe fecret aflbeiations, can only ori¬ 
ginate in the hope of tracing to them 'principles, oaths,, 
and means which in time would operate fimilar revolu¬ 
tions. All this zeal of Cohdbfcet for the fecret aflocia- 
tion 'of the Templars, is no'other than the hopes of find¬ 
ing them guilty of that fame hatred againft Royalty arid 
the Friefthood with which his own heart is infkmed. 

The fecret which he has half difclofed more daring 
adeptsliave betrayed ; it has efcaped them amidft their 
declaitiations. In the delirium of fury, and in the cav¬ 
ern as it were of their regicide trials, they publicly in¬ 
voke the reeking daggery they exclaim to their brethren. 
Let the interval of ages difappear aiid carry nations 
back to the perfecutions of Philip le Bel— Tou who 
** are or are not Templars —^hclp a free people to build in 
three days and for ever, a Temple in honor of Truth 
—May tyrants perijhy and may the earth be delive- 
rc# from them !”* 

Such then is the explanation which the profound a- 
depts give of the myfterious names of Philip le Bel and 
' of the Templars. The firft recalls to their mind, that 
in all Revolutions Kings are to be«immolated, and the 
fecond, that there exified a fet of men leagued in the 
oath of delivering the earth from its Kings. That is 

+ Ibid. Epoque 8. 

* BennenlleEfpritdet Religions, p.J56, 1571 175, 



2lt 


ANTIIIOMARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


wliat they eall reftori^ Liberty to the people, and buil¬ 
ding the Temple of 'l^th !•—t had long feared to ex¬ 
aggerate the depravity and the plots of the profcribed 
Knights; but what crimes can hiftory impute to them 
which are not comprehended in this terrible invocation 
of the adepts at the dawn of the Revolution? It is when 
they grow more daring, and ftimulate each other to 
thofc crimes which ove^row the altar and the throne ; 
it is at that period that the mod furious adepts, at once 
Mafotts and Jacobins, recall the name and the honor of 
the Templars to be avenged, and their oaths and plots 
to be accompliflied. The Templars were then, what 
' the Jacobin Mafons are at this day ; their myfterics 
were thofe of the Jacobins.—^Itis not to us that ol^ec- 
tionsare to bemade on this accufation. Let the pro¬ 
found adepts of Mafonry and Jacobinifm defend Aeir 
own aflertions; let the offspring be perfuaded that they 
have wronged Aeir forefathers: And even could that be 
demonftrated, (till it would be evident that the myfteries 
of theOccultLodges confift in that hatredof thealtar and 
the throne, and in thofe oaths of rebellion and impiety, 
which the adepts extol as their inheritance firons theTem- 
plars. Still it would be evident that the oath (the ef- 
#ience of Jacobinifm) of overturning the altar and the 
throne is &e laft myftery of the Occult Mafons, and 
atM they only recognise the Templars as their progeni¬ 
tors, be^ufe they believed the myfteries of thofe famous 
though profcribed Knights contained all the principles, 
oaths, and wiihes which operated the French Revolu¬ 
tion. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Farther Declarations of the Free^mafons as Uthnr Qripn* 
—T? he real Founder of Mafonry.—True andfirjl Orif^n 
nf their Myjleriet and of all their Sj/lems. 

T he learned adepts were not miftaken when thef 
numbered the Knights Templars in the anceftrjf 
of Free«-mafons. We have feen by the comparative 
ftatement of their myfteries how much they coincided 
with each other; but it ftill remains to be fhown whence 
the Templars had received their fyftems of impiety. ^ 
This obfervation has not efcaped tbofe of the adepts 
who gloried fo much in the impiety of their myfteries. 
They have extended th^ir refearches with that view, to 
afcertain whether there had not eufted fome of tiojt 
fecret ajfociations in Europe whence they might trace their 
origin prior to the Templars. The Sopiaftcr, the fa« 
mous adept ihall fpeak. The refult of his refearches 
are only announced ; death cut the thread of thoih ideas 
which he had promtfed to develope in the extenfive woifc % 
he was meditating on xhcprogrfs of the human ntind^ and 
of which his admirers have only publiihed the general 
plan under the title of Efqmjfe ddun Tableau general fur 
les Progres de PEfprit humain (Sketch of a general Table 
of the Progrefs of the Human Mind.) But in this Sketch 
we find more than fufficient to dimpate the remaining 
cloud, and to rend the veil which as yet the adepts had 
not thought prudent entirely to withdraw. The text 
of this famous adept {hall be laid before the reader: a 
very few refleflions will then fuflSice to lead us to the 
fountain head whence fprung all the myfteries and fyf« 
terns of Free-mafonry, and to develope to its full ex« 
tent the true fpirit with which it is aSuated. 

In the South of France, fays our Sophifticated and 
<< Mafonic Adept, whole provinces united to adopt a 
Doftrine more fimple, a Chriftianity more pure^ 
** where man, Aibje£k only to the Deity, judged accor- 
<< ding to his own lights what the Deity bad pleafed to 
reveal in the books emanating from him. 

<< Fanaticifed armies, led by ambitious Chiefs, devaf*^ 
^ tated thefe provinces. Executioners led by Legates 
Vol. IL . Ff 
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<< and Priefts immolated thofe who had efcaped the fu- 
rj of the foldiery ; a tribunal of Monks was eftab- 
« liihcd, who were to condemn to the flames all that 
•• were fufpefted of hearkening to the dictates of reafon. 

They ncverthelefs could not hinder this fpirit of 
<< Liberty and refearch from gaining ground. Over- 
^ powered in the ftate where it had dared to appear^ 
<< and where more than once intolerant hypocnfy bad 
combated it with favagc war, it would reproduce and 
^ fpread itfclf in a neighbouring country. It was to 
^ found at all times until that period when, fecond- 
^ ed by the invention of printing, it grew in power fuf- 
« ficiently to deliver a great part of Europe from the; 
<< yoke of the Court of Rome. 

<< At that time there exifted a clafs of men, who, 
<< defpifing all fuperftitiona, were content fecietly to 
defpife them, or who at moft took the liberty of 
making them, now and then, the objef^s of their 
^ farcaftic wit; the more (tinging as they were worded 
in terms of the utmoft rcfpefl.” 

‘ As a proof of this fpirit of Philofophifm or Impiety 
at that period, Condorcet cites the Emperor Frederick IL 
his Chancellor Peter de. Vigne, the works entitled Les 
TEOis Imposteurs (the three Impojiors^) Les Fabliaux 
and the Dbcamerone Di Bocacio \ it is then that he 
adds thofe words already cited in the preceding chap¬ 
ter, but neceflary to be repeated, We will examine 
whether at a time when Philofophic Profelydfm 
would have been attended with danger, fecret ajfocia^ 
tions were not formed^ dejitned to fpread and perpetuate 
privately and without danger^ among a few adepts^ a 
fmall number of fmple truths as certain prefervatives a- 
gairif the predominant prejudices* 

“We will examine whether that celebrated order 
« (the Templars,) againft which thc,Popes and Kings 
lb barbaroufly confpired, are to be numbered among 
<< thefe aflbciations.”*' 

I will avail myfelf of this indication of Condorcet. 
Thofe men of the Souths among whom he promifed to 
feek the origin of thefe fecret alTociations, arc known. 
They arc that motley crew followers of Manes, who 
during many ages, fpreading from the Eaft into the 
Weft, inundated France, Germany, Italy, and Spain 
at the time of Frederick the Second *, thi^y are that 

♦ Efquiffe d'un Tableau, &c. Epoque 7. 
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horde of fedaries known by the names of Albigiois^ 
GathareSy PatarinSy BulgareSy Begardsy BrabanterSy Na^ 
^arefey Bearnefey Coterauxy Henriciensy Leontflsy See. &c. ; 
in fine, fe£taries who, under a hundred different and 
uncouth names, recall to the mind of the reader every 
thing that had been brpached by tlie moll direful ene¬ 
mies of morality, government,* and the altar, and that 
had as yet appeared in Europe. I have ftudied their te¬ 
nets in their divers ramifications. I have viewed that 
monjtrous whole of all the Jehovahs which Mafonry 
could invent. In their twofold principle is to be found 
the twofold God of the Martinifl and Cabaliflic Mafon. 
In the diverfity of their opinions is to be found the Gon<^ 
cord of Ecleftic Mafonry againft the God of Ghriftian- 
ity. In their principles are to be feen the germ and; 
explanation of the moft Infamous myfteries of the Oc¬ 
cult Lodges, and of their forerunners the Templars. 
They declare the flefh to have been created by the evil 
fpirit,. that they might have the right of proftituting it. 
All is in the direfl line of fucceflion, the Cathares, 
the Albigeois, the Knights Templars, and our Jaco¬ 
bins of the Occult Lodges, all proceed from the fame 
parental ftock. This is dill more evident when we 
confider their diforganizing principles of Liberty and 
Equality, which declare &at no iubmiflion is due to 
the Spiritual or Temporal powers. This was the diflinc- 
tive mark of the Albigeois ; it was by this diftin£lion 
they were pointed out to the Magiftrates as the perfons 
amenable to the laws enafted againft the fed. Let us 
follow them. 

At that period when the multitude of their fedaries 
empowered them, with arms in their hands, tb triumph 
over their opponents, we fee them reforting to all the 
frantic rage of Jacobinized Mafonry againft the very 
name of Chriftiam Even before the fpiritual and tem¬ 
poral authorities had united their efforts to fubdue their, 
favage rage, they had already exercifed all the cruelties 
and ferocities of a Robefpierre : Jacobin like, they went 
heating down the churches and the religious houfesy majfa^ 
creing without mercy the widow and the fatherlefs, the\ 
aged parent and the infant childy making neither diJlinSllon 
of age nor /ex ; andy as the /worn enemies of Chrijlianityy^ 
ravaged and defrayed every thing both in Church and State 

* All this would be amply proved had we publifhed our Me¬ 
moirs on Ancient Jacobinifm. In the mean ume out readers may 
confult what remain of the cotemporary writers or who lived 


Alt 
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WKen at lengdi the puhHc authority' had triamphed 
ever thefe ferocious fedaries, they flironk back into 
dieir dens or Occult Lodges, and reduced themielves 

fiMO after, for the opinions and actions of thefe feflaries. Such 
for example as Glaber, who witnefTed their firfl appearance at 
« Orleans X017 ; Reinier, who was one of their adepts during 
ferenteen years ; and PbiUcbdorf, Ebrard, and Hermangard, 
who lived with him. They may alfb confult St. Antoninus, Fku- 
ri. Collier, Baronius; but above all let the Councils which con¬ 
demned thefe feAs be attended to, and their decrees compareO 
with hiftory; and then will vani/h many falfe prejudices imbibed 
onatnft the means adopted both by church and Rate for the irra- 
dScating of thofe feRaries, who, truly Jacobins, aimed at the ab- 
Jolute deftrudton of all civil fociety, and of Chrifbianity itielf. 
How is it poffible to doubt of the tendency of their difnrganizing 
liberty and Equality, when we know that the proof neceffary 
and pointed out to the Judges for the convi^ion of thefe fedfaries, 
' COBfifled in fhowing that the aecufed was one of thofe who held 
that M cheiHenc^ •was due U the civil or fpintual po<werSy and that 
He authority •was entitled to mnUh any crimes, Sucli is precifely 
the do£trine of the Council of Taragone, to know whether the 
famous degrees of third and fourth Councils of Lateran are ap¬ 
plicable to the accufed —J§«/ dicunt poteflatihus ecclejtajiicis vet 
jacularihus mn ejje obediemum et panam corporalem non effe in-- 
Jligendam in aliqup cafuet Jimilia (Concil. Tarag. anno 12143.) 
Bow then can it be aiferted, that the furies of thefe fedtaries 
were only in reprifal of the.Crufadc publiflied againft them, when 
we fee that the very firft decree iffued in this ermade was precifely 
to rid Europe of their rebellious principles, and of the cruelties 
which they were already exerting in the Rates of Tbouloufe un* 
der the title of Coteraux, in Bifes^ under that of Bafques^ and 
in many other countries under different names, BraEantioni^f 
diragoneiifibus ^ Navariis^ SaJeolisj Coterellis^ et Triaverdinisy 
qm tantam in Chriflianes immanitatem exercenty ut nec Eccl^is 
nec Monajleriis deferanty non viduis mn pupillisy mn Jhnibus et 
pueris nec cUilibet parcant atati aut fexuiy fed more Faganorum 
^ omniaperdant et ve^ent{Cone, LsLtarAn, IIy^,) Such neverthe- 
lets is the firft motive Rated and the firR decree iffued of this fa¬ 
mous crufede. What have Robefpierre and the other-Jacobins 
done more to deierve it ? 

It is incorictivable how much people have been miRakeo both 
with refpe^ to this decree and to that iffued on the fame fubje^ 
by the fourth (Ecumenical Council of Lateran, anno i z 15 - They 
Were reprefented as the church affirming the power of depobiig 
^yereigns, as nfurping all civil and temporal power. And fuch 
is the interpretation given to thofe very decrees which hindered 
the Jacobins/of thote days from executing the very plans which 

S ur cotemporaries^ve carried into effect againR the altar, the 
Irone, and all civil fociety ! Had I but leilure for digeRing the 
materi^s I have colle^fea, both the church and her councils 
would be amply avenged of fuch a calumny. I hope hereafter to 

S ubliffi a particular diBerution on that fubje6i, and to be able to 
row how ftrangeiy thofe decrees have been miieonceived, from a 
want of knowing the hiftory of thefe times and of the men 
agiioft whom they were iffued.«-*Let asfuppofofor an inftant 
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again to fecret aflbclationa. Then thef had their oadi8» 
their occult dodrinesi their ilgns and their degrees^ 
as the Occult Mafons have their perfeA mafters; and 
their apprentices were only admitted partially to the 
fccrets.* 

In future we may difpenfe withCondorcet’srefearches 
on the fecret affociations of thefe famous fe&aries.~ 
That is not the point to be fought for in their hiftory. 
*We ktiow they had their oathsj their figns, there fecret 
language, their fraternity, their propaganda, and a* 
bove all, fecrets which a father could not reveal to bis chil^ 

Philip D’Orleans, in virtue of the oath of allegiance common in 
the Feudal Syftem, iiimmoning all his vafTals te fellow him and 
unite with his Jacobins in the deftrudlion of the throne, of the 
laws, of all fociety and of religion ; will any man of feoie be¬ 
lieve the vaiTalsto be bound, by their oath, tocaury arms under 
and to follow Philip’s flandard and thus lecond his antifocial con- 
fpiracy ? Is it not evident on the contrary, that no oath c^ bind 
ilibje^s to fupport fuch a war, that all oaths are null, which can 
only be fulfilled by the deftniAion of the throne, ^e annihil^ 
tioB of the laws, and of the btfis of all civil fociety ; that in 
fbch a poiitioD, it is the caufe of the fovmign, of the laws, and 
of ibciety, that is: to be defended in ipite of all oaths ? Well, I 
will pledge myfelf to prove that the fiunous decrees of the Coun¬ 
cils of Lateran againft the Albigeois were no more than a fimilar 
decifion, that, ib far from encroaching on the authority of Kings, 
they were ifTued in their defence, in duenceof their peribns, of 
their authority, of the laws, and of civil fociety; that had it 
not been for thole decrees both fovereignty and the empire of the 
laws wodd long lince have been at an end. 

I fhould have numerous errors to combat, and one in pai Sca¬ 
lar which I Ihall not forget. I know there are men ib much 
nfled in ^vour of the Al^geois and the Vaudois, as to reprelent 
them as the anceftors of me Anglican Church, in proof of its 
antiquity. $uch were the preteniipns of the Englifh Editor of 
die tranflation of Molheim’s Ecclefiailical Hiftory. ^See his notes 
on the articles Vaudois and AlhigeoisJ Though the cauie of 
the Anelican Church is not my own, lldl I will lerve it better than 
all thote feeble writers<-^I will avenge it of the (hame of fuch an 
origin. 1 will prove, that, fo far from defcendiag from the Vau- 
dois, they openly condemned their diforganizing principles both 
before and adter the reign of Henry VIII. and mat there never 
exifted the leaft connemon between it and the Albigeois. It is 
the exclufiyc privilege of the Jacobins, and Condorcet’s fecret 
afTocIatioBs, to defcend from and glory in liich progenitors. 

* Eft valde notandum quod ipfe Johannes et Complices fuL 
Dohaudent revelare prsediAos errores credentibus fois, ne ipfi 
dilcedant ab eis^Sic tenebaiit Albaiienles, excepds fimpUciori- 
bus quibus lingula non revelabantur (Reinier de Cataris Lugduni 
£5* AlbanenfesJ Such are e^dUy me fecrets of the firft and of 
the Occult Lodges, of the limple dupes and of the coaiiiiBmate 
adepts. 
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drifts mr a child to a parent ; fecrets which a brother could 
not mention to hisJ^er^ nor theftfter to her brother,\ 

What is the mod remarkable is the coincidence poin* 
ted out by Condorcet between the myfteries of the fee- 
tarieSy t^ofe of the Templars, and thofe again of the 
fccret aiTociations of oar days. Wc know whence the 
fetlarics of the South fprung ; we know their common 
father ; if he is to be the progenitor of Free-mafonry, 
the dock is not honorable. To be fure it will trace the 
Mafonic myderies back to the immenfe fpace of fixieen 
centuries, but if this origin be true the adept need not 
glory in it. Hidory has fpoken clearly. The true 
parent of the Aibigeois^ of the Catharesy Begardsy Bul^ 
garesy Coteraux and Patarinsy of ail thofe fedls in fine 
mentioned by Condorcet, is the flave fold to the Palef- 
tine widow; it is the Curbkusy more generally 
known under the name of Manes, It is not we who 
have traced the Mafonic Lodges and their myderies to 
this flave ; it is Condorcet; he is the pefon to be bla¬ 
med by the adepts. We were forry to reveal fo humil¬ 
iating an origin ; but we only raifed the veil pointed at 
by Condorcet. He had feen that flave, indignant at the 
fetters which difgraced his youth, feeking to revenge 
himfcif on fociety for the bafenefs of his origin. He 
heard him preaching liberty, becaufe he had been born 
in flavery ; preaching equality, bccaufe born in the mod 
degraded clafs of the human fpecies. Condorcet did 
not dare fay that the flrd Jacobin Mafon was a flave ; 
but he pointed out the offspring of Curbicus in the fecr 
taries of the South, in the oroer of the Templars. He 
has (hown the brethren, who have inherited from thefc 
fe£faries and the Templars, to be the adeps in Mafonry, 
and that was fufficiently faying that they afl fprung from 
one common parent. 

But let us beware of deciding on this Angle proof. 
If the myderies of Mafonry really are to be traced back 
to Manes, if he be the true father, the founder of the 
Lodges, we are fird to prove it by his tenets, and then 
by the fimilarity and conformity of their fecrets and 
fymbols. We beg the reader’s attention to the follow¬ 
ing comparative datement; the refult will not be unim¬ 
portant to hidory, and it particularly intereds thofe who 
are to watch over the welfare of nations. 

f Philichdorf, WaUeafes, Chap. 13. 
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L With refpeft to tenets, till the exigence of Eclec¬ 
tic Mafonry, that is to fay, till the Impious Sophifters 
of the age introduced into the rites of the Lodges their 
impious myfteries of * Deifm and Atheifm, no other 
God, no other Jehovah is to be found in the Mafonic 
code but that of Manes or the univerfal Being, fubdivi- 
ded into the God Good and the God EriL. It is that of 
the Cabaliftic Mafonry, and of the apcient Roficru- 
cians } it is that of the Martinifts, who feem to have 
only copied Manes and his Albigeois adepts. A moft 
extraordinary fa£t is, that in an age when the Gods of 
Superftition were to difappear before the Gods of our 
modern Sophifters, the God of Manes ftiould have pre- 
ierved his afcendancy in fo many branches of Mafonry. 

II. At all times the follies of the Cabal, and of Ma¬ 
gic founded on the diftin£tion of this twofold God, had 
been received in the Mafonic Lodges.—Manes alfo made 
magicians of his £le£%.* 

III. Manes in particular is the founder of that reli¬ 
gious fraternity which the Occult Mafons interpret into 
a total indifference for all religion.-^That Herefiarch 
wifhed to gain over to his party men of every fe£t \ he 
preached that they all tended to the fame end, and he 
promifed to receive them all with the fame affedion.f 

IV. But above all, what we (hould particularly attend 
to and compare both in the code of Manes and of the 
Occult Lodges, are the principles of diforganizing Lib¬ 
erty and Equality. That neither Princes nor Kings, 
fuperiors nor inferiors might exift, this Herefiarch 
taught his adepts, that all laws and all magiftracy was 
the work of the evil principle.^: 

V. Left there (hould be cither poor or rich, he incul¬ 
cated that the whole belonged to all, and that no perfon 
had the right of appropriating to himfelf a field, a 
houfc, &c.|| 

Such dodrines mult naturally have fufiered many 
modifications in the Occult Lodges as well as among 
the difciples of Manes. He aimed at the abolition of 
all laws and of Chriftianity, at the eftablifhment of 

* Magoruro quoque dogmata Manes novit, et in ipfis voluta- 
tur. (Centunatores Magdeburgenfes ex Augujlino.) 

+ V. Baronitis in Manetem. 

t Magiftratus civiles et politias damnabant ut qux a Deomalo 
eonditae ct conftitux funt. (Centuriatores magdeburgenfes^ 
T7m, II, in Manetem,) 

IJ Nec domos, nec agros, nec pecuaiam ullam poffidendam. 
(Ibid. £x £piphanio and AugoftinoO 
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labortjrf and Equality, by means of fuperftition and 
fanaticilm $ our modem Soplufters were to give his fyf- 
tems a new dire^ion, that of their impiety* The Al* 
tar and the Throne were equally to be vidims to them ; 
and Liberty and Equality, in oppofition to Kiqgs and 
to God, were the laft myfteries of Manes, as they arc 
of our modern Sophifters. 

VI. The fame conformity is to be fpund between the 
degrees of the adepts before they are initiated in the 
profound fecrets. The names are changed ; but Manes 
tod his Beiiruiri, his and his PetfeSis. Thefe 

latter were impeccable, that is to fay, ablolutely free i 
becaufe no violation of any law could inculpate them.f 
Thefe three degrees correfpond with thofe of Appren- 
iict, FAIofihcrrft, and PerfeS Mafter. The name of 
EleB has been preferved in Mafonry, but it conftitutes 
the fourth degree. 

VIL The fame terrible and inviolable oaths bound 
the difciplea of Manes as bind the adepts of the Occult 
Lodges, to keep the feciets of their degree. St. Auftin 
had Wn admitted to the degree of Beluvermm yearsp 
without-being initiated into that of EUB —Swearer 
<< forfwear yourfelf, but be true to your fecret,” waa 
their motto.* 

VIII. The fame number and almoft identity of figns. 
ilie Mafons have three which they call the Jign^ the 
gjr^, and the tmrd. The Manichaeans alfo had three, 
chat of the nvord^ of the gnpe^ and of Ihe breafl,^ 
This latter was fupprefled on account of its indecency; 
it can be traced to the Templars i the other two are 
(till extant in the Lodges of Mafonry. 

Every Mafon who wilhes to know whether you have 
feen the lights begins by offering his hand to know wheth¬ 
er you are acquainted with the gripe. It was precifely 
by the fame method that the Manichaeans recognized 
each other, and felicitated a brother on having feen the 
light.J 

IX. If we penetrate into the interior of the Mafonic 
Lodges, we ihall fiikl reprefentations of the fun, of the 
moon, and of the ftars. Thefe are nothing more than 

f Hieronimus, Proemium Dialogorum contra Pelagium. 

* Jura, perjura, fecretum prodere noli. (Augujitnus de 
Manickseif») 

II 8igna,ori8,mainiumetfiaus. (Centuriatcres Magdehurgtti* 
fts ex Augufiine.) 

t Manichxorum alter alter! obviam Eiffns, ^exteras dant libi 
ipHS figoicaufa, velut a teoebris fervati, (Ibid, ex Epipbetnio.) 
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Manes’s fymbols of his God GOOD whom he brings from 
the funi and of the different genii which he diftributed 
in the ftars. If the candidate is only admitted into the 
Lodge blindfold, it is becaufe he is yet in the empire o£ 
darknefs, whence Manes brings his God 

X. I do not know whether any of the Mafonic adepts 
d)re fufficiently informed of their own genealogy to 
know the real origin of their decorations, and of the 
fable on which the explanations of the Occult Degrees 
are, founded^ But the foUosring is a ftriking jproof of 
their defcent from Manes. In the degree or Mafter 
every thing denotes mourning and forrow. The Lodge 
is hung in black, m the middle is a Sarcophagus refting 
on five fteps, covered with a pall. Around it the adepts 
in profound filence mourn the death of a man whofe 
aihes are fuppofed to lie in tlus tomb. This man is at 
firft faid to be Adoniram, then Molay, whofe death is 
to be avenged by that of all tyrants. The allegory is 
rather inaufpicious to Kings} but it is of too old a date' 
not to k anterior to the Grand Mafter of the Templars. 

The whole of this ceremonial is to be found in the 
ancient myfteries of the difciples of Manes. This wral 
the ceremony which they called Sema. They allb at 
fembled round a Sarcophagm refting on five fteps, dec¬ 
orated in the like manner, and rendered great honors 
to him whofe aihes it was fuppofed to conuin. But 
they were all addrefled to Manes. It was his death that 
they celebrated } and they kept this feaft precifely at 
the period when the Chriftians celebrated the death and 
refurredion of Chrift.* 

The ChrilUans frequently reproached them with it \ 
and in our days the fame reproach is made to the Rofi- 
crucians, of renewing their funeral ceremonies precife¬ 
ly at the fame time, that is, on the Thurfday in Holy 
Week.f 

XI. In the Mafonic games Mac Senac are the two 
words which comprehend the fccret meaning of this 
myftcry. The literal fignification of thefe words, we 
are told by the Mafons, is, the flejb parts from the bone. 


• neramque Rfcha nullum celebrant—Sed Pafehafuum, id 
eft diera quo Mauichseus occifus, quinque gradibus inftrufto 
tmunalif ct preciofis liateis, adornato, ac in promptupefito, ct 
©bjeao adonuitibtts, magnis honoribus profequttBtur. (Auguji.^ 
contra Eptfi. Manich.} ^ . 

t Sec Mr. Lrfranc's Degree of Roficrucian. 
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This very explication remains a myftery, which only 
difappears when we reflefl on the execution of Manes* 
This Herefiarch had promifed by his prayers to cure 
die Kipg of Perhaps child, on condition that all the 
doctors were difmifled. The young Prince died and 
Manes fled; but, falling again into the hands of the 
King, he was flayed alive with the points of reeds.* 
Such is the clear explanation of Mac Benac^ the flefli 
leaves the bones, was Jlayed altvi,\ 

XII. The very reeds bear teflimony of the faft. 
People are furprized at feeing the Roficrucians begin 
their ceremonies by fearing themfelvcs forrowfully and 
in filence on the gfound, then raifing themfelves up and 
walking each with a long reed in his hand4 All this 
Jis eafily explained again, when ^ reflet that it waa 
precifely in this pofture that the Manichseans were ufed 
to put themfeWeSi affefiing to fit or lay themfelves down 
on mats made of reeds, to perpetuate the memory of 
the manner in which their mailer was put to death*$ 
And it was for this reafon that they were called MatariL 
Were wc to continue our comparative ftatement we 
fliould meetwithmany other fimilarities weihouldfind^ 
for example, that Fraternity fon^hextolledby theCraft^ 
and which would be defervodly* applauded were it not 
confined folely to their own b<^y. A fimilar reproach 
Was made to the* Manichd^alis, that they were always 
ready to fuccour one of their own fedl biillextremely 
hard on the poor of other defcriptions.|| 

The fame zeal for the propagation of their myfteries 
is alfo obfervable in both. The modern adepts glory in 
their Lodges being fpfead all over the world. Such al¬ 
fo was the propagating fpirit of Manes and of his a- 

' * Epiph. Baronins, Flenri,' 

f Were it objedlcd, that every /0ling in this degree appears 
grounded on the itory of Adonir^m and Solomon’s Temple, I 
would anfwer. Yes, as to words Vbut as to fadls nothing relating 
to the death of Adoniram is to be found in the Hiflory of Solo* 
nion or of his Temple. All is allegorical, and entirely applica¬ 
ble to Manes. The Mac Benac is inapplicable to the Templars. 
Befide, the whole ofthis ceremony is jfar anterior to them. They 
may have fliaped the fable according to their own profefEon; bat 
they have preferved the leading feature, the Mac Benac, which 
carries us back immediately to Manes, 

1 Mr. Le Franc’s Degree of Rofe Crucis. 
p Centuriatores Magdeburgenfes, Baronius, &c. 

(I ethomini mendico, nib Manichaeus fiu panem et aquanr 
non porrigunt. ^ jiugudinus de Morihus Mankhaorum et contra 
FauJlinumJ — 
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depts. Addas> Herman, and Thomas went by his oe« 
ders to eftabliih his myfteries, the iirft in Judea, the 
fecond in Egypt, and the third in the Eaft, while he 
himfelf preached in Perfia and *Mefopotamia. Befide, 
he hadtwelve Apoftles, though fome fay twenty-two $ 
and in a very fhort fpace of time we fee his dodrines, 
like the Free-mafons, fpreading all over the worKi.^ 

Attending only to the moil ftriking fimiiarities, we 
have feen the Occult degrees of Mafonry founded on 
the Bema of the Manichxans. It was Manes whom 
they were to avenge on ail Kings, on Kings who had 
condemned him.to be flayed alive, and who, accordii^ 
to his doftrines, had only been inftituted by the evil 
fpirit ; and the word to be recovered was that dodirine 
itfelf, to be eftabliflied on the ruins of Chridianity. 
The Templars, taught by the adepts difperfed through¬ 
out Egypt and Paleftine, fubdituted, at their diffolu- 
tion, their Grand Mader Molay for Manes, as the ob- 
jedl of their vengeance 5 and the fpirit of the mydtf- 
ries and the allegory remained the fame. It is always 
Kings and Chridianity that are to be dedroyed, £m-^ 
pires and the Altar to be overturned, in order to 
tabltdi the Liberty and Equality of human nature* 

The refult of thefe refearches are certainly not flat¬ 
tering to the Craft; it traces the origin of their Lodges 
and of their doiEltines on Liberty and Equality to a flai^c 
flayed alive for his impodures. However humiliating 
fuch ah origin may be, dill fuch mud be the refult of 
the refearches of him who feeks the fource whence all 
their myderies are derived. Their Occult fecrets arc 
all founded on this man who is to be avenged, and on 
that word or doclrinc which is to be recovered in their 
third degree. The whdle of this third degree is an evi¬ 
dent repetition of the B^ma of the Mani^sean degree 
of EleB, the famosis Mac Benac is clearly explained 
by the fpecies of puniihment inflicted on Manes, and 
every thing leads us back to the Paledihe widoVs flave^ 
We may defy the Mafons to find any ceremony dmilar 

* Centuriatores Magdeburgeo&s ex Epiphaaio. 

f Will aot this circumdance sf the Widow explain a cuflofli 
with the Mafons, who, when they find therofelves expofed to 
any danger, and that they have hopes of being heard by any of 
the brethren, in order to make themfelves known and to obtain 
fuccour they hold dieir hands on their heads and called out, kelp 
from the children of the widow ! If the modern Mafons are Vo¬ 
lant of the faft, the ancient adepts were well acquainted with it; 
andallhiftoryaflerts that Manss was adopted by the widow to 
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to dieir’s of Mac Benac either before or fince the Serna 
of the Manichsans, if it be not the Bema itfelf; it is 
to that therefore that we muft refer back \ it is there we 
nittft reft to find the fource of the Mafonic myfteries. 

The filenee obfenred on this origin by the moft^leamed 
Mafons proves that they were alhamed, but not that 
they were ignorant of it. It muft at leaft have been 
difficult for them to have fo often in the myfteries of the 
cabal commented on ike Jehovah of Manes, fubdivided 
like their own, into the and JSv/7 principle, with¬ 
out knowing the grand author of this fyftem, and who 
Jutf given hi& name to the fe£f of the twofold God ; with¬ 
out recogniaing him, otherwife fo famous as a pro¬ 
found adept in all the myfteries of the cabal, or of ma¬ 
gic and aftrology. 

It could hardly be poffible for the Hero of the Mar- 
tinifts not to have feen that his Apocalypfe was noth¬ 
ing but the Herefiarch’s code. It cannot be fuppofed 
Aat Condorcet, tracing the origin of the fecret aiTocia- 
tions, and bringing the Templars fo near to the AlbigeotSf 
could have been ignorant of what all hiftory aflerts, that 
the Albigeois and all the ramifications of thofe fe6ls of 
the South (the Vauiois excepted) were really no other 
than Manichaeans \ befide, that all thofe infamous pro¬ 
ceedings of the Templars had long fince been attribu¬ 
ted to the children of Manes \ and that all thofe bor- 
sors are eafily explained by his doflrines. 

When we fee the principal adepts of Mafonary, fuch 
as Lalande, Dupuis, Le Blond, De Launaye, feeking 
to fubftitute the errors of the Manichaeans and of the 
Perfians, to the myfteries of the Chriftian religion, it is 
ftill more difficult to believe that they had not furmifed 
the real author of their myfteries.* 

It may be poffible that the Hiftory of the Templars 
and of their Grand Mafter, as more interefting to the 
adepts, may have obliterated the remembrance of fohu- 
/ militating an origin. 

The obje£): of our refearches has not been to humble 
the Mafonic body, but to develope the fnares of a feA 
juftly branded with infamy from the very firft days of 

whom Budda, Scythian’s difciple, Seed for refuge, and that the 
Herefiarch inherited all the riches he had left her. Help from the 
children of thevjidow^ therefore natttially alludes to the children 
of Bianes. 

^ * See Remarks on the general and pardcolar Hiftory of Rdi* 
g^pD, by Mr. Lp Franc. 
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Its exifteoce. Our obje£l is particularly to make men 
feniible at length how much it interefts both religion 
and the date to inveftigatc the grand obje^ of a fecret 
aflbciation fpread throughout the univerfei an aflbcia- 
tion whofe fecret is beyond a doubt contained in thofe 
two words Liberty and Equalityy confided to the adepts 
in the very firft degrees of Mafonry; of an afiociation 
whole laft myfteries are no more than the explanation 
of thefe words to the full extent which the Jacobinical 
Jlevolution has given to them. 

The hatred which a flave had conceived for his bonds 
makes him invent the words Liberty and Equality. The 
detedation of the condition in which he was bom makes 
him believe that the evil fpirit alone could have been 
the Creator of thofe Empires which contain Maders 
and Servants, Kings and Subjeds, Magidrates and 
Citizens. He declares Empires to be the work of the 
Evil fpirit, and he binds his difciples by an oath to de^ 
droy them. He at the fame time inherits the books and 
all the abfurdities of a Fagan Philofopher, agreat Af» 
trologer and Magician, and compofes his code, a men* 
ftrous diged of thefe abfurdities, and of the hatred he 
had conceived againd the didinSions and laws of fo« 
ciety. He creates myderies, didributes his adepts into 
different claffes or degrees and edablilhes his fed* 
Though judly puniftied for his impodures, he leaves 
them bis execution as a new motive to dimulate their 
hatred againd Kings. This fed fpreads itfelf from the 
£ad to the Wed, and by means of its royderics perpetu¬ 
ates and propagates itfelf. It is to be met with in every 
age. Crulhed a fird time in Italy, France, and Spring 
it fpreads anew from the Bad in the eleventh century. 
The Knights Templars adopt its myderies, and the di^ 
folution of that order lends a pretence to new^model 
their games. The hatred of Kings and of the God of 
the Chridians is only dimulated by thefe new motiyes* 
The times and manner of the age may vary the forms 
or modify the opinions, but the efience remains; it is 
always the pretended light of Liberty and Equality to 
bediffufed; it is the Empire of pretended Tyrants, 
whether religious or political, of Pontifi^, of Frieds, 
of Kings, of Chrid himfelf, which are to he dedroyed, 
in order to re*edabli(h the people in that twofold Equal¬ 
ity and twofold Liberty, which proferibes the religion 
of Chrid and the authority of Kings. The degrees 
and myderies are multiplied and precautions are redoubt 
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led left they (hould be betrayed ; but their laft oath Is aI-« 
ways hatred to the God who died on the Crofs—hatred 
to the Monarch feated on the Throne. 

Such is the liiftorical (ketch of Mafonry, and the 
main point of its fecrets. Let the reader compare the 
proofs we hare adduced from the Tcry nature of its de* 
grees» the proofs taken from the difiertations of the 
moft learned adepts of the moll zealous Mafons on their 
, myfteries i all thofe, in finei which we have drawn 
from their various opinions on the origin of their aflb- 
dation $ and I do not think he can entertain any doubt 
as to the grand obje£l of this inftitution. Let him then 
refledl on the manner in which we were led back by 
Condorcet from the Mafons of the day to the (lave Cur- 
bicus^ and ho^ we difcover in this Herefiarck and his 
adepts the real authors of the code and myfteries of 
Free*mafonry y and I do not apprehend that he can aziy 
longer entertain a doubt as to their firft and real pro¬ 
genitors. 

Still it remains for us to (how how thefe fame mylle- 
ries promoted the plans of the Sophifters of Impiety 
united with thpfe of Rebellion^ in the execution of their 
plots for effewng the grand Revolution. But let us not 
terminate this chapter without repeating our protefta* 
tions in favor of the immenfe number of Mafons, who 
have nevd been initiated in the Occult Myfteries of the 
fc6l. Let us admire the wifdom of Englilh Mafonry in 
Tcjefling all thofe degrees where an explanation of the 
myfteries begins to develope their dangerous principles. 
Let us admire and applaud them for having transformed 
this confpiring kSt of other dates into an aflbciation 
evidently ufeful to their own. The more ftrongly we 
have infilled an the importance to all Enmires of invef- 
tigating the dangerous principles of the Occult Lodges, 
the better pleafed and the more ready we are to do juf- 
tice to thofe whom we have feen fo generally adopting 
the principles of a benevolent Equality, andqf a Liber¬ 
ty fecored by fubje^on to the laws. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Sixth Degree ef the ConJ^iracy againft Kings.•^Coalitien 
^ the Sophiflers and of the Free^tnafons. 

generality of Frcc-mafons of the prefcnt day 
do the Scotch the honor of looking upon their 
jind Lodge as the dock whence all the others fprang : 

there» they tell us, that the Templars convened 
^he prefervation of their myfteries : It is thence that 
fuppofe Mafonry fpread through England into 
bee, Germany, and other dates. This is not an 
^obable conjedure with rcfpefl to the a£lual form,* 

[ fay with refped te the a^al form qf their Lodges^ pXkA 
(to the fubftance of their myfteries; for there had exifted 
pafons long Gnce in England who pretended neither to de- 
{dom the I^ights Templars nor the Grand Lodge in Scot- 
This is to be ieen in a manoicript written two hundred and 


This fnanujerint is a copy of certain queftions written abwt a 
hundred years before by Henry VI. in his own hand* The date 
then of the original is about three hundred and thirty years back,' 
as Henry VI. departed this life in 1471. (See Mr, Lockes Let¬ 
ter and this Manujeript in iV. PreJion*s lUuflrationf of Mqfon- 
ry, Book III. Sea. 1.) 

There are two important remarks to be made on this manu- 
feript. Firft, that the adept queftioned on the origin of Ma- 
ibfiry makes no mention oi the Tenmlars; on the contrary he 
fays, that all the important fecrets of whidi it is in pofiemon 
were brought into Europe ^ VenedaB merchants coming from 
the Eaft. (Corned ffyrjie jfrormne the qfle ynn Vemtia —3d an^ 
fwer,) Locke fuQ>edls that in thofe times of monkijh ignorance, 
the Maibfis might have miftaken the Venetians for the Pheni>- 
cians. Mr. Locke could not have choien a more unfavorable 
mbment for his fufpicion, as the Mafbns and even the MonkshaA 
by means of the crufades learned lo diftinguiih between the Phe- 
nicians and Venetiansy and particularly oetween Tjr and Ve- 
wee —Nothing was more natural than die anfwcr made by the 
Mafon to Henry VI. * That the myfteries had been brought 
from the Eajl by the Venetians! All Mafons agree that the 
Templars leamedthera in the Eaft. It is very natural that the Ve¬ 
netians y fo Bmoous in thofe days for their commerce in the Eaft, 
fhould have taken thefe myfteries whence die Templars aher- 
wards did, and whofe hiftoiy had not yet been incorporated with 
that of Free-mafonry. But the reader will remark, that every 
thing leads us back to Manes, to the countries whence/it is weP 
known, the and its myfteries fpread into Europe. 

The fecmid ebfervation to be made on this ancient Manufeript 
is, that even in England Free-maf(»ry already comprehended 
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and pitfent afpcA of their myfteries, but, from whaN 
^er part they may have fpread throughout Europe, it 
is an undoubted faft, that Lodges exifted in France and 
in moft other dates in the beginning of this century. 

In 1735 they were proferibed by an edidl of the 
5 i^ to the* Holland ; two years later they were prohib* 

propaga- ited in France by Lewis XV.} and in 1758, Clement 
tioDofMa- the XII. publiihed his famous Bull of excommunica* 
don againft them, afterwards renewed by Benedid: XIV. 
In 1748, they were proferibed in Switzerland by^e 
Council of Berne. 

From the very nature of their myfteries, this a£ 
adon could long refill the ftorms by which it was al 
ed. Men trained to the art of hiding themfclvesl 
no other precautions to take than to avpid the publ| 
of large affemblies. It was in the very nature of ( 
tenets that they found the greateft obftacles to their| 
pagation. England, it is true, dtfgufted wkh a ' 
tv and Equality which the civil feuds of its Loll 
Anabaptids, and Prelbyterians had taught it to / 
date, had reje£led from its Mafonic games all exp 
cions tending to the overthrow, of Governments'; but 
it did not clear itfelf of all the adepts who ftil) remain¬ 
ed attached to the diforganizing principles of the ancient 
myftcries. It was this fpecies of adept that preferved 
the greateft zeal for the propagation of its tenets; it 
wasfome of thefe who, wiQiing to attra£l Voltaire into 
« their party, had made Thiriot write, that notwith- 
ftanding the title of Liberty and Equality gvitnio his 
Letters, he did not go to the point. 

Unfortunately for France and for tht reft of Europe, 
fuch was the fpecies of adepts which took the lead in the 
propagation of their myfteries —at firjl their progrefs 
vjas Jlow and imperceptible .—It had coft Voltaire much 



all thole fyftems of Cahal^ of Afirolop^ and of Dhtnation^ 
fciences all founded on the twofold pnnciple of Manes. The 
art of living •without fear or hope is alfo to be remarked, the 
grand objed of Manes, as well as of all impious wretches; die 
art of making perfedlion and true liberty confift io difbelieving a 
future ftate, which may conftitute the hopes of the juft roan and 
the terror of the wicked. Aad this is confounded in the general 
terms of the Manufeript— The art of •mtndemjjerckynge^ and of 
forefayinge thynges to comme—the Jkylle of hecommynge gude and 
pnrfyghte •withouten the holpynges of or sofs f %th anfwer,) 
Acnidft all the pane^ics beftowed on Mafonry 10 this ancient 
record fuch are foe docuroeots contained in it. Though io much 
extolled by Maibns, foe reader will certainly not receive k as a 
proof of the pretended innocence of their myfteries. 
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to adopt their diforganizingprinciplet, and it would tie* 
ceflarily coft many young men much more^ who, not 
having ftified all fentiments of religion, reprefied not 
only that fpirit of independence but even that of curi- 
ofity and the defire of knowing a fecret only to be ac* 
quired by an oath which might be perjury in itfelf. 

In France particularly itmufthave teen difficult to 
inculcate myfteries, whole laft fecret was apoftacy and 
rebellion, in men as yet unaccuftomed to declamations 
againft Sovereigns and the focial order. Policy at firftj 
smd afterwards the progrefs of the Sophifters, removed 
b'^y difficulty. The Free^mafons, according to cuf- 
tdA, fought to gain an afcendancy over the mind of 
fqme man who might prote£i them againft and avert the 
i^^gnacion of the Sovereign $ and with the apron they 
requeft the Prince Conti to accept the title of Grand 
Mfterof the French Lodges. The Prince confented 
to %e initiated, and on that occafion the conftru&ion 
ws^ut upon the myfteries which is artfully given when- 
cvdA candidate is received, whofe fentiments, rank, or 
graiAeur, is known to militate agaunft the diforganizing 
principles of Liberty and Equality. Many Princes and 
feme Sovereigns fell into a fimilar error. The Empe¬ 
ror Francis I. would alfo be initiated $ and he prote^ied 
the brethren, who never revealed any fecret to him 
which could (hock his known piety. Frederick II. was 


alfo a Free-mafon. The adepts told him all their fecrets 
againft Chrift, but guarded againft the moft diftant hint 
of applying Liberty and Equality to the rights of the 
dirone,/which he was fo jealous of maintaining. 

. In fine, the policy of the craft went fo far as to gain 
prote£tors even among the Frincefles by initiating them 
in the lefler myfteries. Maria Charlotte, at prefent 
Queen of Naples, believed, without doubt, that (he 
was only prote^ing moft faithful fubjefls $ flie petition¬ 
ed in favour of the proferited brethren, who were even 
in danger of fuffering. A medal ftruck on the occa¬ 
fion, her health drank with that of the Grand Mafter 
at the Mafonic feafts, appeared to be an infallible pledge 
of the gratitude of the Craft : and under her aufpices 
they fpread far and near.. But when the Confpiracy 
burft forth at Naples this protefted brotherhood- were 
found to be a neft of confpiring Jacobins. The plot 
had been contrived in their Lodges, and the protefting 
Queen ftood foremoft on the lift of proferiptions* 
^plll Hh 
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Maof Ldfds and Nobfemen, true and accepted Ma- 
dbn^ bad joined in the confpiracy ; but the Court foon 
difcoifered die acm/r plot^ in which it had been dedded 
.diat all the Nobles, ^ough Jacobin Mafons, fliould be 
juflacied immediately after the Royal Family by die 
equal and clouted-iho^ brethren. 

In ammadvertingon dicfefa£U, of which the Hifto* 
fians of the Revolodon will have to treat hereafter, my 
dcGgn is to draw the attention of my reader to that pot 
icy of which fo many great perfonages have been the 
sniferable dupes. The C^cult Mafons would go in queft 
of them, and initiate than in all the myfteiies agalnft 
fthgion.—The inidadon of thcfe Noblemen quidb^d 
die fears and averted the attention of Government from 
die Lodges, feeing them frequented by men who were 
die natural allies of the tinone. And this poli^ of 
die Occult Lodges proved one of the mod fuccmful 
tools for their fuccefs. The names of the moft faithful 
lervants of the crown Icreened the rebellious plots of 
dbieir occult myfteries $ and that of eafily qirteted 
Lewis XV. with refped to the Mafons. The PoSeeof 
Paris made no farther enmiiries, and the Lodges were 
tolerated. The Sophiftm and the progrefs of Impiety 
fiimiihed them with new and more efficacious meana 
of multiplying their Lodges. 

According as Voltaire and Holbach’s club fucceeded 
in inundating Europe with their impious writings, the 
Craft extended its conquefts. It was tbihs eafy for the 
Philofophifts to make ^emfelves be liftened to by men 
already difpofed to the fecret myfteries by their Antb- 
chriftian and Antiraonarchical publications, and to in- 
fptre them with a defire of a new order of things to be 
liramed in their Lodges. Curiofity, ftimulated by im¬ 
piety, daily made new converts to the fe£t. Impiety 
continued propagated and fpreadwide the fpirit and fafii- 
km of Maibnry, and that was the great fervice render¬ 
ed to k by the ^phifters of the age. 

On their fide, the Sophillers of Impiety and Rebel¬ 
lion foon perceived the conncdlion between the myfte¬ 
ries of Mafonry and their Philofophifin. They were 
defirous of being acquainted with thofe myfteries whofe 
profound adepts were their moft zealous difciples *, and 
fdon all the French Philofophifts became Mafons. Ma- 
Voltaire “If before the Revolution, it was difficult to meet 
K^eda aSophifter whowas not a Frcc-mafon.' Voltaire 
fmaafea. elonc had not been initiated* The Craft had toa^reat 


AMTtlfOllAftCaiCJL eONS 91 &ACt^ 




obligations to him ; it was indebted to him for too ma¬ 
ny of their adepts^ not to teftify their gratitude to him». 
Scarcely had this o£logenary infidel arrived at Paris when 
they prepared the moil pompous fite for his admiffior^ 
to the myileries. At eighty years of age he was admits, 
ted to the light. After having taken the oath| the fecret 
which flattered him the mod to learn waS} that the 
adepts, in future his brethren, had long fince been his 
mod zealous difciples. That their fecret confided ia 
that Liberty and Equality which he had himfelf oppofed; 
to the Gofpel of his God and to the pretended Tyrants 
of the Earth. The Lodge refounded with fuch ap- 
plaofe, the adepts rendered him fuch honours, and he 
lb perfedlly felt the caufe of them, that, thinking his 
pride gratified and his vow of hatred accompliihed, fie 
blafphemoufly exclaimed, This triumph is ivell •worth tha$ 
of the Na%areen. The facred formula of the myderics 
was fo dear to him, that the ancient adept Franklin^ 
having meanly prefented him with his children to blefs, 
he only pronounced over them the words Equality an4 
Liberty* 

If, after all the proofs we have given of the meaning 
attached to thofe words by the profound adepts, any 
one Ihould doubt of their application to Chrid and the 
throne, let him refle£l on the interpretiation of them 
given by Voltaire to the Genevefe; ^nd particulairly: 
what extent he gave them on his admifllon among the 
brethren of Liberty and Equality; let him be carried 
back to this initiation, let him behold the crowned pf 
dept, thofe who crown him, and thole who furrounA 
him, and can any other proof be required of die obje£k 
of their myderies than riie lid of thefe attendant breth¬ 
ren. There on the fame line he would behold Sophif* 
ters and Mafons, and particularly thofe who by their 
writings have prepared the dowmsU .pf the Altar s^nA 
the Throne, who by their votes have decreed jt, and by 
their crimes have confommated fo Jniquitpus. an undent 
taking. There he would meet the impious brethren^ 
fuch as Voltaire, Condorcet, Lalande, Dupuis, Boa^ 
neville, Volney, and all the other blafphemers both 
modem and ancient $ there again would he. foe the. re¬ 
bellious brethren, a Fauebet, Bsully, Gp^tin, 
Fayette, Menou, Chapellier, Mirabeau, and Syeyesi^ 
there in the fame Lodge he would find the adepte c 4 

* See thelife of Votoe- ' ^ , 
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HolbacK’s club, and thofe of Philip UEgaliH. Whence 
this concord, what obje£i can unite fo many impious 
brethren, fo many rebellious brethren in the fame Ix^ge, 
if not the identity of their fecrct myfteries ? and why 
this concourfe of the Sophifters to the Mafonic Lodges, 
if not for the mutual fuccour they are to afford each 
other ? 

It was not f ufficient for the heroes of the ]^ncyclope* 
dia to unite under their ftandards againft Chtift the in¬ 
fidels of the court and of every clafs. Many in all claf- 
fes who had remained faithful to their God were alfo 
true to their King. Even tn the impious part of the 
Ariftocracy many men were to be found, whom for¬ 
tune, ambition, or cuftom attached either to the perfon 
or to' the exiffence of the Monarch. There exiffed a 
public force, which the duty or intercft of its chiefs 
might oppofe to their machinations ; and a multitude 
of Citizens might have rifen againft the Confpirators. 

But however numerous the difciples of impiety may 
have been, ftill the multitude fided with the altar and 
the throne. The Sophifters faw they had not as yet 
fufficiently triumphed over the public opinion; they 
felt that it was neceilary to acquire ftrength. 

Having long meditated on the arts of rebellion, they 
foon perceived what advantages might be drawn here-» 
After froth the Mafonic Lodges. From the period of 
tJieir coalition a revolution was made in the French 
Mafonry, th^ adepts of which foon became the childreif 
of the Encyclopedia. • The Ma^tinifts alone, with ibine 
few Cabaliftic Lodges, remained true to their flave Cur- 
bicus ; all others adopt the impiety of V<dtaire. The 
real fource of the myfteries wAs to be traced by the 
fomis preferred; but it was at this period that all thofe 
novelties were introduced which make it more difficult 
fo trace thetn^ It was on this coalition that all our Du- 
alKft Mafons were transformed into Atheifts, Deifts, or 
Pantheifts. Itwas then that the degrees of the Knights 
rf the Sun and of the Druids were added to the former 
oiies; but they are nothing more than the impious de¬ 
grees of modem Sophiftry. 

- Be they however children of Manes, or the offspring 
of the Encyclopedia, it was always the fame hatred a* 
gainft the altar and the throne, the (ame confpiracy • 
which conftlttited tfaci grand objedi of the Occult Lodges. 
To fecure the triumph of Holbach’s club, the Sophif- 
Cers had only to affure tbemfelves of the fiipport ot thi^ 
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pikes and by incansrbf ’ the interior intetceetfe of die 
Mafonic Lodges they hoped to efie£buate it. At the 
head of this correfpondence was a general office called 
the Grand Orient, apparently under thedirefrion of the 
Grand Mafter, but really condu£ied by the moft profound 
adepts. This was the feat of Government, the high 
tribunal where all the Mafonic differences or fuits were 
fettled ; it was alfo the fupreme council whofe orders 
could not be violated or difobeyed without incurring th^ 
penalties of perjury. 

It was to this tribunal that the different Lodges fpread 
throughout the country fent their deputies, who, reG-r i^l^**** 
ding there, were entrufted with the forwarding of or¬ 
ders, and with notifying their execution. Every Lodge 
had its pr^Gdent called the Venerable, whofe duty con^ 
fitted in forwarding the orders of the Grand Orient, or 
in preparing the brethren. for the orders they were tCt 
receive. All inftrucUons .were tranfmkted in a fecre^ 
language, in a particular cypher, pr by private ipeans. 

Left any falfe brother or Maibn, not fubje£): to, the in-; 
fpe£ri6n of the Grand Orient, (hould intermix with tho 
real adepts without being difeovered, thefc was a watch¬ 
word which changed etery quarter^ and! was regularly 
font by the Grand Orient to ever Lodge under its m-» 
fpe£iioii. 

Every branch of this government was bound by thp 
paths of not revealing to the prophane the fecrets o| 
Free-mafoory. Each Lodge fent its contributions quar¬ 
terly for the maintenance of the centra) office,, and to 
cover all expences .which this office judged heceffary to 
be incurred for the general iptereft of the craft. Thoft^ 

Lodges that were not under the infpe£)ion pf the Grand 
Orient, were under a fimilar governmen|t of a Mother 
Lodges which alfo had its .Grand Matter: and kept the 
fame fort of correfpondence. 

This part of their conttitutions was generally known 
to all the brethren j -but:! haye often repeated that with 
refpe£): to the Occult Lodges they were in the darkt 
The day was to .ccrac when the greateft novice in the 
art was to Ihow as much zeal as the moft profound a- 
dept. To effeftuate this,, it was only neceffary tofill 

* I hope the reader will remark here, that the fwearingm of 
the multitude is the laft ftep of a confpiracy, and not the firft, as 
feihe (little verfed in thefe black arts) are perpetually repeaung; 
and' ttiat as lor^ as the ’ authors remain undittovered, it is but of 
Kttk avail to ewever the vulgar and often miiel agents. T» 
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tfieif otikmf Lodges with hair-brained young fellows^ 

- Ignorant citizens, and even thick-headed workmen, 
who had been previoufly mifled by the impious do£irinea 
of the Sophifters, and with all thofe who were carried 
away by that torrent of declamation, calumnies, &c« 
direAed againft the altar, the throne, and all the higher 
orders of fociety. 

With fuch a fpecies of brethren the Occult Myfte- 
fies were unneceffary, and without any further inftruc- 
tions the warhoop of Liberty and Equality was more 
than fufficient to excite their enthufiafm and dirtUt their. 
blows* A chief in each Lodge, or a very few adepts 
if! diftdt correfpondence with the central office of the 
Confjnrators, might eafily be informed of the day and 
hour on which it was neceflary that the minds of thefe 
underling adepts ibould be worked up to revolutionary 
fbry, and to point out the obje£ls and perfons on whom 
they were to vent their rage. Not was it impoffible to 
organize thofe bands of Brigandt and firebrands into 
L^ges, and thus diftribute to each the different parts 
6f levelling butchers and of revolutionary executioners. 
Thefe Lodges, multiplied throughout the ftate in the 
towns and 'villages, might, Under the diredlion of the 
e^tral office or committee, turn out at the fame in- 
ftant all over the country, thoufands and tens of thou- 
finds of adepts all enthufiaftically arrayed under the 
barmets of Liberty and Equality, armed with pikesy 
htrtchets, and torches, carrying fire and defolation 
wherever th ir courfe was traced, knowing beforehand 
what vi^^ims were to be facrificed, what cafiles and 
country houfes to be burnt, and what heads to be car¬ 
ried before the triumphant levellers of Liberty and E« 
quality; thus preferving the mod accord in the 
midft of rebellion, levelling at one blow all public force, 
all public juftice, diforganizing every thing and throw¬ 
ing eveiy thing into confufion. But, in order to eftab- 
lifti its new empire and organize'its own power, it only 
had to transform its fecret dens of confptracy into Ja^ 
cobin clubs, and its grand adepts into municipal offi* 
cers. Thus at length, it gave birth to a Revolution ir-^ 
refiftible, confummated, and. irreparable even in the 
firft hours of its exiftence, and before any one had 
thought of meafurea to oppofe it. 

In thus defcribing what might have been done by. 
means of that tenebrous fecrecy of the Mafonic govr 
emment and Lodges, I have only anticipated what tcm 
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ally was done by the Sophifters toefie£biai:ethe.Freiicii 
Revolution. As early as the year 1776, the central 
Committee of the Grand Orient inftru^^ the jdire&ing 
adepts to prepare the Brethren for infurreflion, and to 
vifit the Lodges throughout France, to conjure Aeni by 
the Mafonic oath, and to announce that the time was at 
length come to accomplilh it in the death of tyrants. , 
The adept who was intruded with the viikation of 
die Northern provinces was an officer of artillery cal« 
led Sinetty. His Revolutionary Apoftlelhip led him 
^o Lille. The regiment of La Sarre was at that time 
in garrifon there. The Confpiraitors wilhed particularly 
•to gain profelytes among and make liire of the military 
brethren ; Sinetty was far from fucceeding according to 
his wiflies; but ffie method and plans he adopted are 
all that can be neceflary for our objefl. To explain 
this matter to pur readers,. we will lay before them the 
relation made by one of the officers pf La Sarre, an 

S e-'witnefs, and one of the many whom Sinetty had 
ofen to be prefent at the meeting nhere he was to 
ffifclofe the objeA of his ApofUefliip. 

<< We had,^^ faid this worthy officer to me, our 
41 Lodge. It was to us, as to moft other regiments, a 
mere plaything. The trials to which the new can« 
didates were fubjefted afforded us much amufement* 
4 < The Mafonic feafts made us fpend our leifure hours 
4 < agreeably, and refreflied us from our labors. You 
4 < very well underftand that our lAerty and Equaiitf 
was not that of the Jacobins. The greatcft part and 
44 nearly the whole of the officers gave proofs of this 
44 at the Revolution. We indeed little thought of any 
44 fuch Revolution when an officer of artillery called 
44 Sinetty, a famous Mafon, prefented himfelf at our 
44 Lodge. He was received at a brother. At firft he 
44 did not appear particular. A few days after he invU 
44 ted about twenty of us to meet him at a tea-garden 
44 called the Bonne Aventure, a little out of Lille. We 
44 thought he wiihcd to return the compliment of the 
44 feaft we had given him, and expe£led a common 
44 Mafonic repaft, when on a fudden he holds forth» 
44 declaring he had important fecrets to communicate 
44 from the Grand Orient. We lillen to him} but 
44 judge of our furprize when we heard him in the moft 
44 emphatic and enthufiaftic tone declare, * That at 
44 length the time was come, that the plans fo ably con* 
^ ceived and fo long medicated by the true Mafoos wei^ 
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^ on the eve of being accompliihed ; that the univeifer 
would be freed from its fetters y Tyrants called Kings 
would be vanquKhed ; religious luperftitions would 
** way to light; Liberty and Equality would fuc- 
<< cecd to the flavery under which the world was op- 
prefled; and that man would at length b^ reinjlated 
in bis rights J 

<< While our orator continued thefe declamations 
we dared at each other^ as much as to fay, < What 
is this madman about ?’ We hearkened to him for a 
whole hour, and iilently \ meaning afterwards to 
<< joke among ourfelves. What appeared to us the 
mod extravagant was the confident manner in which 
he afierted, mat it would be vain in future for Ty- 
rants or Kings to pretend to oppofe their vad plans ; 
that the Revolution was infallible and near ; and that 
the altar and the throne would be overturned.* 

He foon perceived that we were not Mafons of 
his damp, and left us to go and vifit other Lodges. 
<< After having laughed for feme time at what we con- 
ceived to be the conceits of a heated brain, we for- 
got the feene dll the Revoludon (which convinced us 
** but too forcibly how much we had mifconcieved the 
man) recalled it to our minds.” 

When I had determined on publifliing this /a£l, 1 
knew how necefiary it would be to authendcate it by the 
fignature of him to whbm we are indebted for the above 
account; but it may eafily be conceived that he did not 
Vrifli to have been looked upon as having betrayed the 
fecrets of the Lodge. Fortunately there are now in 
London many who were prefent at that meeting ; for 
example, die Comte de Martange, Mr. de Bertrix, Mr. 
Le Chev. de Myon, all formerly officers in the regiment 
of La Sarre. Though I have not the honor of their 
acquaintance, and that they may be a little furprized 
at feeing themfelves named here, ftill I am not afraid of 
being contradi&ed by them, either as to the miffion or 
the manner in which Sinetty fulfilled it \ and efpecially 

* Nothing perhaps can Ihow the danger and impolicy of oaths 
of fecrecy more than this pafiage : For, any rebel, provided 
he be bound by the lame oath, may come and make propofitions 
to you of the moll dangerous tendency ; and if, through weak- 
Dels or depravity, they are hearkened to, he finds Confpirators 
ready made ; if rejected, they are ftill kept fecret by thole who 
atelttppofed to be bound to lecrecy, forgetting that in this calc 
by the very a(ft they become penured to their oath of allegiance 
sod to their Ood. T* 
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when I add that it was their attachment to their King 
which mifled them with refpeft to this defigning mad¬ 
man. So far were they from any revolutionary ideas^ 
fo well did they know the difpoCtions of the French, of¬ 
ficers, and fo firmly did they think the authority of the 
King eftabliflied, that they believed this Sinetty to be a 
madman, and all his mefiage from the Mafter Lodge to 
be no more than the reveries of a heated brain. Now, 
that the Revolution has difiipated the illufion, I leave 
the hifiorian and the reader to meditate on fo important 
a fa£k. The confequences flow of themfelves. They 
manifefl; all that the brethren, either Sophiflers or Ma- 
fons, coalefced in their central committee, expe£fed. 
from the chofen adepts which they had fent into the pro¬ 
vinces to prepare the infurreflioh. But it was referred 
to Syeyes and Condorcet to eftabliih in the very centre 
of Free-mafonry an Apoftlefliip much more general, 
whofe objed was to Jacobinize not the Lodges only 
but the whole Uniyerfe. 

That Condorcet, whom we have obferved fo Jealous EflaUifli* ** 
of fraternizing with the Alhtgeou^ Patarinsj or Catares, 
in ftiort, with all the Jacobins of the middle age, had, ^ 

without doubt, (ludied their means. What hiftory re- ganda.^ 
lates of them, to inflame the indignation of the reader, 
is exactly what he adopted and imitated of their abom« 
inable artifices; and he even furpafled them.* That 

* Notwithftanding I have already given various prooft of the' 
coincidence between the modern Jacobins and tbofe of the mid¬ 
dle ages, I think it proper to lay before my reader an hiftorical 
fragment very precious, though little known. It is a letter writ¬ 
ten in .1243, by one Yvon of Narbonne to Gerald Archbifhop of ^ 
Bourdeaux, and preferved by Matthew Paris, a cotemporary au¬ 
thor. In this letter Yvon lays, that, acc^ed of leaniim towards 
the Errors of the Patarins, he thought it prudent to teek lafety 
in flight. Arrived at Come, in Italy, he meets with fome 
rgftff and declares himfelf to be periecuted for profeiling their 
do^lrines. He is received as a brother, fumptuoufly treated, and 
entrulled with information, of which he gives the following ao» 
count: 

‘‘ For three months,” fays he, “ I was among them, well fed, 
fplendidly and voluptuoufly feafled ; learning each day fome 
‘‘ new error or rather horror againft faith,to all which I pretended 

** to affent. By dint tf good treatment they obliged me to promife^ 

** that in future^ •whenever I •was in company •with Chrtflians^ I 
would do my utmofl to prove that the f^th of Peter sever laved 
any body* As foon as they had•wrejied from tne this oathf they 
began to diicover their lecrets to me.^ They told me, among 
other t^gs, that fiom feveral towns in Tuicany and from ah 

Vo1.il li 
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mA'Io common to the adepts did not appear a&ive and 
ardent enough for him. He joined with Sjejes to 
found in Mafenry itfdf a true Apoftleihip of JacoUn- 
ifflu. 

The Lodge eftabliflied at Paris, Rue Coq-heron^ and 
prefided over by the Duke de la Kochefoucault, ymcs 
more particnlariy frequented by the profound Mafons. 
After the Grand Orient^ this was the Lodge wherein the 
deepefll plots were contrived, where Syeves and Condor- 
cet, with the mod zealous of the brethren, held their 
meetings. This was alfo the hotbed whence fprung^ 
the Props^nda. Of all the writers who have treated 
of this eftablifllment, • none were better acquainted with- 
it than wh o lived at Paris* in the midit 

of the Sophi(lers~and lyiafons^ He afterwards lived 
with the Jacobins, and pryed into every thing with the* 
eye of a corredi* obferver. A learned Foreigner and a' 
Pbyfician were qualities which rendered lum lefsfufpi-^ 
ciou8| and he was much in their confidence. What we* 

** moft all the towns in Lombardy, they carefully (ent fome of 

their moft docile difciples to F^ris, who were there to applv 
** to all the fabdlties of Logic and intricate qaeftiont of 
** vinityi in order to pxepare them for miotaiaing thek own* 

errors and combating the Apoftolic Faith. TMt befide thiw 

th^had a great nurnber of merchants whom they lent to the 
** dificrent fairs with a view of perverting the richer laity, and! 
^ in a word all with whom they converfed or aflbeiated at^ 
** table. Thus'by the extent of their commerce they on one 
** hand enrich themfelves by other men’s money, and on the 
“ other pervert fouls.” 

This, beyonda doubt, is afectet ieetety, aperfed Propagan- 
dai. When we reflet that^this fodety was entirelycompom oT 
Manidmaas, teaching that all men were free and equal, and ^ 
were to obey neither thefpirittmk nor temporal ponner^ one can 
hardly view diem in any omer light than as Jacobin Mafons. 
Still left can we mtftake them when we obferve the new adept 
travelling from Come to Mtlaii, to Cremona, to Venice, and even 
to Vienna, always received and feafted by the brethren, only 
making himfelf known and getting himfelf acknowledged by 
meam rf certain Jigns <mhich mrere alnuajs fecreth given to him^ 
Semper in recefiu accept ab aliis ad alios inter hgoa. (MatK 
Paris Hifi. Ang, ann*, ia43)* 

It it true, that this is a letter written by a praitent adept, who 
is forry for having fwerved from the true faith, lamenting the 
honors he had been guilty of with the other brethren, and only 
coniblmg himfelf witn the happy recolledlion of having reclaim¬ 
ed feveim from their errors, and craving pardon and penance 
for his pail: wickedoefs. But thefe circumltances all becomenew 
proofsuf his lincerity, and onlydepidin ftronger colours the. 
conne^on between the fecretailociattonsof the children of Ma« 
nes, the true Jacobins of the middle age, and the fecret aflfocia* 
tioAsof the Occult Mafons, or of our nmera Jacobins. 
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are about to lay before our readers concerning the Pro« 
paganda is nearly allextra^^ed from his Memcfirs on the 
French Rerolution. 

The Club of the Propagandifts is widely different 
from that of the JacobihS) though both f^requently 
unite. That of the Jacobins is the grand mover of 
** the National Affembly; that of the Propaganda 
** aims at nothing lefs than being the mover of ^Ihu^ 
man nature. This latter was in exiftence as early as 
the year 1786. The Chiefs are the Due dc la Roche- 
foucault, Coiidorcet, and Syeyes.” 

For the honour of this unfortunate Duke, we haften 
to fay, that the Revolutions foon reclaimed him from 
his errors. He had made himfelf Grand Maffer of fev- 
eral Lodges, and was the tool of Syeyes and Condorcet, 
who mi^e ufe of his riches to forward their plans* 

*When he beheld the diforganization of France fucceed- 
ing to the &rft Conftitutionalifts, his zeal for the Pro- 
p^anda was greatly abated. He at length abandoned 
and Condorcet and Syeyes remained the foie Chiefs. 

« The grand objefi: of the Propagandift’s Club/* fays 
Girtanner, << is, to eftabliih a philofophical order of 
things, paramount to all the received opinions of hu* 
man nature. To be admitted into this fociety ip is 
•* neceffary to be a .ftickler for the Modern Philofophy, 

<< that is to fay. Dogmatic Atheilm ; or elfe to be am- 
<< bitious, or difeontent with the prelent Government. . 
<< The .firllrequilite on your initiation is, apromifeof 
<< the moR profound fecrecy. The candidate is then 
inferii^d, that the number of adepts is irnmenfe', 

<< and that they are fpread all over the world. That 
<< all are perpetually in queft of falfe brethren to make 
«,.away with them, and to revenge themfelvesbn any 
« who IhoKid betray their fectet. The candidate then 
promifes to keep no fecret from the brethren, but aV 
« . ways to defend the people againft.^c Government; 

« to oppof: all arbitrary . orders, and to do all inibU 
<< power to introduce a general toieration of religions. 

^ This afibciation is oompoled of two forts of meni- 
bers, thofe who pay and thofe who do not.. 'jTxc 
<< fird clafs fubferibe at leaft three Louis a year, and the 
<< rich double the fum. The fubferibers are about, 

<< 9 aU the rel^ engage^^tq propagate the prin- 

« ciples of the fociety, and to ^ according t^ its 
« views. Thcfc latter may be fifty thoufand. 


^ It 
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1790^ tl'c general fund of the order amounted 
« to twenty millions of livres (900,000!.) in fpccie ; 

and according to ftatements made, there were to be 
« ten millions more before the end of lypr. 

They have two degrees, that of candidate and that 
« of initiated. Their whole doctrine reds on the fol- 
lowing ba(is, •want and opinion are the two agents which 
make all men aB. Caufe the want^ govern opinions^ 
and you will overturn all the cxifting fyttems, how- 
ever well confolidated they may appear. 

«« Thgr will alfo add, it is impoflibie to deny that the 
<< oppreffion under which men live is moll frightfully 
<< barbarous. It is incumbent on the lights of philofo- 
« phy to quicken the minds of men, and to fpread the 
alarm againft oppreflbrs. That once done, it will 
•* need only to wait the favourable moment when all 
minds will be difpofed to embrace the new fydems, 
which mud be preached throughout all Europe at the 
fame time. If any opponents obdrufl the way, let 
them be gained by conviBion or by want. If they per- 
fid in their oppofition, treat them like Jews, and re- 
« fufc them every where the rights of Citizens.” 

A very curious article in their code, and which fhould 
not be overlooked (as being probably fuggeded by the 
little fuccefs they obtained at the outfet,) is that which 
inftrufls the brethren not to try their plan until they arc 
certain of having created want. It alfo fays, that it 
wofuld be better to defer the fcheme for fifty years than 
fail in it through too much precipitation, 
r W* The Propaganda found much difficulty in gaining 
footing in Holland 5 and it only fucceeded at lad by 
{lerfuading the people there that they mud b<^ led 
away by the general torrent.—At prefent it draws 
large fums of .money from all thofc provinces for the 
« general fund.^'* 

. , Such is the account given by Mr. Girtanner as early 
as the month of February 1791. A letter, dated Paris, 
September r, 179a, confirms them all, faying, You 
red affured, that all that I wrote to you con- 
Corning the Propaganda is perfcftly exafl. At mod 
there arc but a few flight eiirors in the figures, as In 
* the r^und numbers, which mud be taken as aproxi- 
inations. ^e Prapdganda is at prefent in full dBiviij^ 
You ^ILt 'soon .'P&C’EIVE its EFFECTS. 

♦ Sec Girtanner, Vol. HI. in German, firom page 470 to 474. 
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At the very period when Mr. Girtanncr 'was writing 
this, it iseafyto perceive to what extent they flattered 
themfelves with fuccefs. The orator of the club eftab- 
lifhed at Bruxelles under the name of the friends of 
THE PEOPLE had already exclaimed : 

V Every where fetters are forged for the people; 
<< but Philofophy and Reafon fliall have their turn; 
and the day fliall come when the Supreme and Soye- 
reign Lord of the Ottoman Empire fliall lie down td 
<< reft a Defpot, and find himfelf on ivaking a Ample 
Citizen.”* 


* Ibid.-It is worthy the attention of every Bnglifliman, 

that the work on the Rights of Man, which appeared under the 
name of Thomas Paine, was publifhed as early as the year 1791 s 
that it was profliftiy fpread all over Great-firitain and Ireland 
(in the latter of which places it may be faid to h^e been the 
forerunner of the unhappy broils we have flnee winiefled,) and 
it was fold (as I am credibly informed) as low as for 3d. or 4d. to 
the Irifh Peafantry. We (hould fwell this note to a volume were 
we to enumerate the milerable Or rather the abominable penny 
publications that prove the almoft licenthus liberty of the prels, 
and that have been and continue to he fold of late. Even News¬ 
papers have taken up the talk. The Gazeteer at this moment 
comes to hand (Saturday the j6th September 17517,) in the third 
page and fourth column, &c. (of which) I read in large letters^ 
” We live in .an age pregnant with the feeds of deftru 61 ion to one 
^^clafs of men^ and with the means of triumph to another. The 
energies of men are all actuated, they are embattled agrinft Eu- 
RpR and Superftitkn^ along nuith its hideous train of Mitresm 
** Diadeffis^ and Sceptres //destinedtovanish, overwhelmed 
** and exploded by the intrepid feafonings of all good, virtuous^ 
independent firiends.” The writer then talks of Scourges of 
Induftry and of friends of maa; but, alluding to the French 
Revblutioa of tlic 4th of Septem^r, he continues: Theie 
events be found to be highly conducive to the promotion 
** and the finalfucceft of thofe fehetnes •which h^ve been conceived 
and arranged in the retreats facred to Philofophy ^ and to the 
defcriptiou we tlms aflude to. The project is the emanci- 
PATiON of a •worldP 

In the next column we hod, that mankind are not only> in¬ 
debted to them (the French Government) for Liberty; but ** they 
** owe it’ to them, that the horrible reign of Prieft'-ciyf and 
** Monarchic I#stitijwions have hot been reftored in one 
country and-cftabliflied for centuries in every quarter of the* 
globe. To thjem we owe the renewed guarantees of uiti~ 
7nate vi/lory in the ftruggle to Pull down and destroy 
Thrones. To them £]^x.ishm£n can only look with 
confidence for a redrejs of thofe grircances •which have Been 
generated in the lap of Monarchy, aidl nourimed 
and foftered from the cradle, to aftate of manhood by wicked 
Minifters, and the fyeo^ant euhgifts of a worthless 
** Court. From them^ Europe is yet defiined to receive the 
^ RALM OF Liberty, &c. &c. Glorious events ! and glorious 
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The Court 
tad Lewis 
XVL infor¬ 
med of the 
' Confpirt- 
cy* but to 
Bopurpofe. 


Asa carroboradve proofs let die leader recalto hia 
mind what I faid concerning that adept who was for a 
long time an unheeding Mafon \ was only initiated in 
the laft myfteries when, on his reception to the degree 
of Kadofeh^ he was judged a proper perfon to be admit¬ 
ted into the Propaganda ; and who had it left to his 
choice to go to London, Bruxelles, or even to Conftan- 
tinople, and, provided he would but propagate the 
principles of the French Revolution, was certain of re¬ 
padring from the fund of the brotherhood the lofs that 
his fortune had fuftained. 

It is thus that many new degrees hau been added to 
Mafonry,''* and even a new fociety, which the reftlefs 
enthufiafni of the Sophifters of Impiety had invented 
to fpread the ancient fydenis of diforganizing Liberty 
and Equality, and to enfure their triumph. It was to 
the Propafanda that they were indebted for the immenfe 
number of their adepts; or rather, in rendering Impi¬ 
ety fo common, the fpirit qf Pbilofophifm had gained 
ib much ground, that it was fcarcely necei&ry. (o.t^in^ 
itiated into the Occult myfteries to be a complete con- 
fpirator. 

At that time few novices were to be found either iij 
the Grand Lodges of the Orient or of the Contrat So* 
aal. The Revolution was fo openly carried on tbeifb^ 
that the Court could not be ignorant of it. Among 
the number, it was impoffible thatfome (hould not look 
upon the Revolution as a molt dreadful fcourge, and 
in reality fcveral were of this opinion. With certainty 
I may number among thefe latter the French Nobleman 
who received the letter mentioned before, frgpi Alfonfe 
Le Roi. 

Being queftioned, whether he had not obferved fome^ 
thing among the Mafons tending towards, the French 
Revolution, he made the following reply : I have 
<< been the orator in many Lodges, and had got to a 
«« pretty high degree. As yet, however, I had obfer- 
<< ved nothing which in my opiiion ceuld threaten the 

ftate. I had not attended fpr ^ long time, wlieni 4 n 
« lySfi I was met in Paris by one of the brethren, who 

^ times^ in which men live only to *uuitnefj the d(rwnfal of fame 
** pret^emTit (probably mifprinted for as) the prelude to the 

OYsxTH&ow^OF SOME Throne.^^—S uch are the do^ftrines 
forced upon that part of the public who fupport this Paper. 
They need no comment, bat are (uch as Ihould roufe the atten¬ 
tion of every Snglifhman to oppofe them. T. 
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^ reproached me for having^ abandoned the aiTociation ; 

hcpreffed me to return, and particularly, to attend a 
«« meeting which he told me would be very intcrefting. 

I agreed to attend on the day mentioned, and was ex- 
« tremely well received, I heard' things which I can- 
not tell you ; but they were of Aich a nature, that, 

^ full of indignation, I went immediately to the Min« 
ifter. 1 faid to him, Sir, I am not entitled iio qtteJHm 
ymi ; lam aware ef the importance and of the confquen^ 
ces which may refult from my entruftonhut were I to 
hefent to the Bafille, I muf ajk you (hecaufe Ihelieve the 
^ fafety (f the King and of the State is at fale, ^Otvhethet 
^ the Free^mafons are watched, and whether yA are ac» 

« quainted with what is contriving in their Lodges ? The 
Minifter turned upon his heel, and anfwcrcd, Make 
yourfelf eajy. Sir, you Jball not go to the nor 

•unit the Free-mafons trouble the Stated 
This minifter was not a man who could be fufpefied- 
of having in anv degree tampered in the Revolution ; 
but he meft certainly thought it chimerical even to fur- 
mife a plan of overthrowing monarchy, and concluded, 
like the Qomte de Vergennnes, -that, wliile he had the 
control of an army of two hundred thoufand men, a * 
revolution was little to be feared. 

tfewis XVI. was* himfelf warned of the dangers* 
which threatened his throne, but continued in tharfe- 
curity which only ceafed to delude him on his return 
from Varennes, when he faid to a perfon in whom he 
confided, Why did I not htlieve, eleven years fnce, what 
I fo clearly fee to^ay ! for I bad been warned of it fo long 
ago as that. 

If any one was entitled to difbeiieve plots formed 
againft his perfon or his throne, it was certainly th^ 
unfortunate Lewis XVI. Seeking only the happinefs 
of his fubjefts in all the lincerity of his heart, never 
having committed a Angle a£l: of injuftice, perpetually 
facnficing his own intereft to that of his people, and 
ambitious of nothing fo much as of the love of that ' 
famh people, how was it poflible for him to conceive 
that the confpiratdrs could fucceed in reprefenting himt 
as a tyrant ? Lewis XVI. had not one of thofe vices 
which draw down hatred on the Monarch’s heads .Pub¬ 
licly proclaimed the jufteft of Princes, a^d the' moft 
honeft man of his empire, he was unfortunately the 
weakeft of Kings—But if ever Minifters prepared a 
Revolutiou, it was certainly thofe in whom he placed 


250 


ANTlMONiRCHICiL CONSPIRACT. 


hIs confidence. He began by entrafting himreif to 
Mr* De Maurepas^ whofe inadive and carelefs difpofi* 
tion, dreading nothing fo much as violent (hocks or tera- 
peftuous broils, quietly permitted all thofe to gather 
which were only to burft forth when he was gone. The 
Sophifter Turgot appeared but for a moment, as it were 
to make an eflay of thofe fyftems which iilently fapped 
die throne. The fordid ceconomy of Mr* de St. Ger^ 
main only ferved to deprive the Monarch of his braveft 
fuppoiters. The quack Necker (howed no talent but 
that of ruining the public treafury with his loans, and 
of acci^ng Mr* de Calonnds profufion of the fa£l:. 
Under Mr. de Vergenncs, falfc policy fomented ex¬ 
ternal Revolutions, but to infufe the fpirit for, and pre¬ 
pare interior ones. . Greedy courtiers difguft the Mon¬ 
arch witl^ their intrigues, alienate the people by their 
fcandals, corrupt them by their impiety, and irritate 
them by their luxury, l^e afiembly of the Notables 
convene with the apparent intention only of repairing 
great errors, at the foie expence of the Nobility and 
. Clergy; and nothing guaranteed that >>^eat facrificea 
would not prove a great fource for new dilapidations.. 
New difientions threatened to break out between the. 
King and the High Courts of Judicature, when Brien- 
ne was on the eve of making his appearance to compete 
the ruin by turning on the Monarch all that contempt 
and hatred which (hould jullly have been Ji^aped upon 
himfelf. Not a (ingle minifier attempfe^.^to brook the 
torrent of Rebellion and Impiety; not one reflcdlcd on, 
die inefficacy of the laws for a people who hated their 
chiefs, and had loft all tie of religion. The Sophifters, 
of Holbach’s club, thofe of Mafonry, and all the male- 
contents of all claiTes, whethet noble or plebeian, had 
but little to do to create the defire of a Revolution \ 
and that was the period which our confpirators waited 
for to confummate their plots; that was what the Pro- 
pagandifts called creating want. Every thing denoted 
that the time was come, and they applied themfelves to 
mufter up their forces for the completion of the cataf- 
trophe. 

Friends of In the year 1787, about the fame time that Mr. de 

the Blacks. Calonn^ anxious to retrieve the finances from the dif- 
order into which Necker had thrown them, was con¬ 
vening the Notablesy a fecret aflbeiation, fuppofed of 
new invention, eftabli(hed itfelf at the Hotel de Lujan 
in the ftrect Croix des Petits Champs^ under the name 
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of Idws des Noirs (Friends of the Blacks.) There was 
nothing new in this aflbciation but the name. All 
fe^ariesof Liberty, whether ancient or modern, every 
elafs of Sophifters, and all the Revolutionary Maibns^ 
had adopted this appellation only the better to conceal 
the grand objedl of their Confpiracy under the fpecious 
pretext of humanity. While occupying all Europe 
Ivith the queftion they had propofed, on the flavery of 
the Negroes in America, they never loft fight of that 
Revolution which they had fo long meditated, and 
vrhich was to liberate ail Europe from the pretended 
flavery of the laws and of fuppofed tyrants. Thehr 
Lodges might become fufpicious by their daily meet* 
ings, and they wifhed not to lofe fight for aUngle hour 
of the grand obje£l of their plots. The adepts did not 
agree as to the method of the Revolution, or as to the 
laws to be fubftituted to thofe of the Monarchy. Ail 
however were unaninaous on Equality and Liberty^ the 
grand fecret of their myfteries. They aUb agreed, that 
both Liberty and Equality were at an end, wherever 
the people were .not fdvereign, and did not make their 
own laws, wherever they could not revoke and change 
them at pleafure, and particularly where the people- 
were fubjeded to a Monarch or Magiftrates who gov* 
crned in their own right, or who were not the agents 
and the executors of their will, and fubje£L to be recal*. 
led whenever it might pleafe the people. But among 
the adepts were, many Sophifters who lhaped out Lih^ 
ertj and Equality according to their own interefts, their 
di^pofitions, their rank and their fortunes. They were 
in fome fort the Ariftocratic Jacobins. The adept 
Counts,^Marquifles, Dukes, Knights, and wealthy Cit* 
izens, all thefe were perfedly of opinion, that they 
were to lofe nothing of their rank or fortune in this 
new fyftem of Equality, but that, on the contrary^ 
they were to ihare among them all the rights, author¬ 
ity," and influence which they were to w^eft from their 
unfortunate Monarch. In a word, they wifhed for 
fuch a King as the firft Jacobin Legiflators dreamt of, 
a King whom they could domineer over, and who had 
no authority over them. Others wifhed for an Equal¬ 
ity of Liberty in the grandees or wealthy, counterpoifed 
by an Equality of Liberty in the plebeians, and Concen¬ 
trating in a common chief the King. This was the 
Equality of the Monarcbijlii who thought themfelvcs 
Vol. 11. K k 
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gttiklefs rcbek becanfe thej were not fufGctently power- 
Ini to <Ure& the oourfe of the rebellioii. As for the 
lift dafs^ they wifiied neither for a conftUutlonal nor 
ioy other King* With them every King was a Tyrant, 
and every tyrant was to be overthrown \ all Ariftocracy 
was to be exploded j all titles, rank, or power was to 
be kvelled t and this laft clafs alone was initiated in the 
pvofoiittd fecrcts of the Revolntion. They conceived 
that they coold only proceed by degrees; that k was 
necefiary to unite in order to compafs the overthrow of 
the exifting order of things; and, that accomplished, 
to wait the favorable moment for accompliniing their 
ultimate defigas. 

It was in ^is view that Briflbt, Condorcet, and Sy- 
eyes propc^edto form a general union of all the adepts, 
whatever might be their Revolutionary Syftems, under 
the title of Friinds of the Blacks^ it was even agreed, 
duu every man who had any ferious caufe of complaint 
againii the court ftiould be invited to join them. This 
was the reafon why they invited the Marquis do Beau» 
piijk St. Aukdrif whom they fiippofed to be imbued 
with their principles through defire of revenge. But 

S f were grofidy miftaken. The Marquis had great 
bn to complain of the Mimftry \ but no one coidd 
better diftinguifli the caufe ni the Monarch from the 
in^uftice of hb Mimfters. 

This however proved a fortunate error for hiftory* 
What 1 am about to prefent to the reader concerning 
this aflbciation is made public by permilGon of Mr. de 
Beaupoil. He was kind (and 1 will fay patriotic) enough 
to favor me with an account of what he had been eye- 
witnefs to in that feevet fociety; and in vain would the 
Uftorisn feek a better authority. 

Confonanrt to the wilhes of its projectors, the afTocia- 
tionof Xht Ffiestds of was compofed of all the 

adepts who had imbibed the principles of modern Phi* 
lofophifm, and they were generally initiated in the myf* 
tcries of Free-mafonry. In the multitude of brethren 
were many thoufands of dupes, all ardent for, all ready 
to fecond the Revolution, at\^ all promoting it with 
their utmoft exertions. Each member fubferibed two 
guineas, and was entitled, to attend the deliberations. 
That the plana might be better digefted, a regulating 
tommitiee was formed of the following perfons, viz. 
Condorcet, Mirabeau the elder, Sy^es, Briflbt, Carva, 
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tlie Dac de la Rochefoucault, Clayieres, Pefletiere de 
St. Fargeauj Valadi, La Fayette, and fome othcrar • 
Had I not even mentioned the French Rev(dution, 
this lift of its prime movers muft naturally make it oc¬ 
cur. And what could be the objedi of fuch a foeiety, 
which begins by giving itfelf a regulating commttee conflh- 
pofed precifely of all thofe men who, in the cotirfe of 
the revolution, have (hewn themfelves its greateft abet¬ 
tors i A Condorcet, who would have fmiled at the con¬ 
flagration of the univerfe, provided neither Prieft noy 
King could fpring from its alhes A Mirabeau, whb 
to the impiety, the ambition, and all the other* crimes 
of a Catiline, had nothing of his own to add but icow^ 
ardice, and ftill retained ail the daring profligacyhis 
patron.f • 

When thehiftorian {hall depi£k a Syeyes, let him 
gin with the vifage of a fnake ; for it is folely to the ait 
of hiding his venom that that abominable charafter is 
indebted for his reputation of a profound genius. - Like 
Mirabeau, he had long ftudied the Revolutionary arts ^ 
he left to cUe latter the more ftriking features of drifaie, 
referring to himfelf thofe htxuries of obfeure criminals^ 
who point out to the ruffians the crimes to be conunnie- 
ted, and then fculk behind their blood^thirfty cohoTts4 
With all the defire of * operating a Philofophical Re*- 
volution, and of condufring it With profound policy^ 
Brifiibt only dared appear on the fecond rank: But he 
had already formed the plan of his R^ublic, and^ hu 
Philofophifm only ftirunk from the hortOre of the RA^ 
volution, when the axe, with which he had himfelf ad 
failed the throne, was fufpended over his own head^fl ' 
Qaviere, a gteedy and frigid ftock-jobber, cornel 
from Neckcris own country to fell to the Parifians the 
Revolutionary arts which he had pra£ri(bd there. Mod« 
eratc in his exprefTidns, even when he infitiuated the 
moft treacherous and ferocious means, he feemed to 
have fecretly watched Syeyes to learn the art Of forming 
difeipies.^ 

After having ktfled the gallows, Carta appears to 
venge himfelf on thofe laws which had not puniihed 

♦ He murdered hiralelf. T. ^ 

t Died in great agonies of pun, 3d April 1791, fuppofed to 
have been pouoned by the Jacobins. T 
X Still exi^ aoth September, 1797. T. 

IJ Was guillmined jift of Oftober 1703., T. « , 

9 Murdered himfelf the ift of December 1793. T. 
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lam for bis thefts, and he feems to enjoy the liberty to 
which he isreftored only to blafpheme like a demoniac 
both God and King.*. 

He that is ignorant of the efieA of flattery on a weak 
mind, will be forprifed to fee the namcof Rochefou.* 
ctnlt among brings of this fpecies. Condorcet wanted 
a tool \ as long as be could dm& this unfortunate Duke 
be led him every where, to the Lodges, to the Clubs, 
to the National Aflembly ; he even perfuaded him that 
he was leading him through the paths of virtue and 
honour.f 

As to La F^ayette, on his white horfe at the head of 
the Revolutionary bands, he thought himfelf the favor¬ 
ite child of Mars; feated near the Sophifters, he be¬ 
lieved himfelf a Philofopher; and, the Hero of the 
Filb-market, he afleds to rival Wafhington. Happy 
:f<ur him if his misfortunes have infpired him with a due 
ienfe of ihame and forrow for having been fo long a 
time the puppet of the Sophiiters and incendiary fire- 
bcmds. 

Laftly, the Advocate Bergafle was called to this reg- 
ulatihg committee. This man had neither the folly of 
JbaFayette nor the wickednefs of Condorcet, but he be¬ 
lieved in Revolutionary Liberty and Equality as he 
did in the SomnamMejy who had perfuaded him that he 
was their Meffiah He even cxpe£led to the part. 
•When, in the hrft days of that Aflembly which was cal¬ 
led National, he was entriifted with the care of framing 
foe code of Liberty and Equality, he was quite furpri- 
fed .to. find himfelf coupled with Mounter and feveral 
other co-deputies. He meant alone to reftore the peo¬ 
ple to Liberty and Equality, and to triumph ovcrDef- 
potifm. It was not the fupcriority of. talents nor his 
high repute for honefty that acquired him his feat in 
this committee, but the wild enthufiafmof his ideas and 
his third after a new order of things. Happily for 
him, what made him quit the new Legiflators, made 
Kim alfo abandon the Confpirators. His feceflion only 
left Condorcet, Syeyes, Mirabeau, and the Other rebels, 
Umre at liberty to a^. 

Wheii the Marquis de Beaupoil was invited to in- 
fcribe his name on the lid of this aflbciation, he can- 

* Guillotined the jiftof Odober 1793. T. 

f When he cpuld lead him no longer he fent aflalfins to mur¬ 
der the Duke, who was torn tp pieces by the mob, September a, 
{794. T% 
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tdidly bdieved that its obje& the^ confideration of 
thofe queftions, fo worthy a generous fool, on the means 
to be propofed to the King of alleviating or perhaps 
aboliihing the flavcry of the Negroes. He did not 
however remain long in his error. The cftablifhment 
of' Liberty and Equality, and the compiling of the 
Rights of Man, were the leading features of all their 
deliberations, and confequences of the moft alarming 
nature to Sovereigns were drawn and debated without 
the lead hefitation. . 

“ Notwithilanding my profefled averfion for fnch ObjcA of 
« opinions,” fays the Marquis, ‘‘ I had the conftancy 
“ to attend the meetings of the regulating committee 
« till I was perfeftly mafter of their plans. I remark- 
« ed that all the members of the aflbeiation were alfo ^ 
members of the Mafonic Lodges, and particularly of 
that fociety a£iuated by the fame principles called PA/- 
lantropes. I alfo obferved that there already exifted 
a clofe correfpondence with the other aCociations'of 
the fame fort both in Europe and America, and the 
general talk was on the certainty of a Revolution 
which was nigh at hand. Thofe brethitn who did 
not belong to the committee came to bring their mon- 
<< ey,, and repeat theit mod ardent wifhes for the dte-^ 
w ceis of its arduous undertakings. They then mh:<«r 
«'ed in the diderent Lodges and Clubs, which in 
<< fa£f profeded the fame principles, and the regulatings 
<^;committee primed over thefe various Clubs, only be- 
<< caufe it was compofed of the mod wicked members 
« from each. 

Their grand objed known, I might have pryed in- 
w to their mod fecret myderies ; but I difdained diffim- 
ulation ; and had I remained longer in this haunt of 
** Confpirators I mud have adopted it. Full of indig- 
«« nation, I declaimed vehemently againd their plots i 
<< I required that my name fhould be erafed from the 
<< lid ; I blotted it out myfelf, and left their den for 
** ever. 

«« I ought certainly to have hadened to inform Gov- 
« ernment of the dodrines and plans of this Aflbcia- 
tion but to denounce a fociety which had admit- 
ted me to its myderies, bears a face of perfidy which. 

<< I (hould have rejefted had it occurred. I confined 
myfelf therefore to printing a fort of antidote under 

^ This is a iiiod.awful example of the fatal confequeuces of 
oatlisof feerccy, T. . 
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** die tide of Umt^ 9 f Uh Mtmmrclncalpower* Some tune 
« after that, I printed a'work called Of the RepuUtc and 
of the Monarchy^ with a view to warn the Kingi and 
M the nation at large, of the confequenccs pending on 
w the Revolution. This was more Aan neceffary to ex- 
pofe me to all the vengeance of the Confpirators. I 
was acquainted that the very day after my emfure, 
M the whole fitting was fpent in fuggefting means of 
^ pisnithing what they called my treachery *, many ri- 
olent opinions were broached $ but Mirakau only vo* 
ted*for calumny and other means of reprefenting me 
as a dangerona man, and one to whom no credit was 
due. Carra and Gorfas were entrufted with the com- 
** miffion, and it was from their pens that flowed the 
M moft violent declamations againft me ; and when the 
proferiptions began my name was to be found fore- 
^ moft upon the lift.’* 

If the candour and loyalty of the Marquis hindered 
Mm from ftaying any longer among thefe Confpirators, 
his account at leaft demonftrstes that he had remained 
long enough to remove all doubt as to the grand obje£t 
of their myftcrics. I really believe myfelf entitled td 
announce to the public, that a day will come when even 
all the moft fecrik dehberations of tins den of Con^}*^ 
fators w 3 i be made public. 

When* the Revolution rendered it unneceffary for the 
prime agents to wear the maik any longer, the name Of 
Frienie of the Blacks was thrown afide and the aflbciaM 
tion appeared to be diflblved* The regulating committee 
remained, and only enveloped itfelf in greater darknefs 
the more furely to.dire& all the Parifian Clubs, the 
Sedion^ the Revolutionary Societies, and even the 
Jacobins themfehres. If Gobet,^ die too famous in- 

* 1 may aow declare it, fioce this unhsmy Gobet has fallen 
a viftim to his vain terrors aad mean apoftaiy. It was he whom 
I would not name when fpeaking (in my Hifiory qf the French 
Ckrgjikrihgthe revolution) of the Conftitationri Bifhepstfaat 
wiflied to f etraft. Gobet was at their head. He requefted ftv- 
mrieonfemaces withfiie,,aiid we had three, which lafted two 
hours each. Every thing was prepared. Rome had anfwered 
with all the tendernels imarinable to dobet’s premiies. His re- 
traftation was coraprifed m fix letters, which were already writ- 
tin and direfted to the Pape, the King, the Archbifh^s, the 
Clergy, die Departm^ and dieAfuiucipafity of Fans. But 
the uaibrtui^ man wiflied firft to* quit France, to be oat of the 
reach of the Jacobins. The report of his departure was whif 
pored about, he was frightened, he remained, and Robefpierrs 
ordered him to be guiUouned on the yth of April 1794. 
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truded Archbifliop of Paris^ was not a member of this 
committee he knew their plans ; he muft even have been 
prefent at their meetings more than once. He would 
not otherwife have fpoken fo emphatically of what was 
contriving there at the time this unhappy apoftate re- 
quefted fome fecret conferences with me, coxicerning 
his reconciliation with the church* I am at prefent 
perfedlly perfuaded, that it was the fear of the regula- 
,ting committee which hindered him from keeping hia 
word, and in fome fort atoning for the horrible fcandal 
he had given. It is true, that he never fpoke to me of 
the committee but in general terms, yet it was always 
with fo much terror that 1 could eahly furmife the atro¬ 
city of their plans: No,” fadd he, ^ no, you cannot 
<< conceive you could not give credit to the lengths they 
mean to go, what {dans, what means they have in 
« agitation. You'have fcen nothing as yet.” Wc 
were, neverthelcfs, in April of the third year ol the 
Revolution, and I had witnefled many horrid feenes.* ' 
Long before this period I was acquainted with an 
adept,, a great Mafon and Deift, but an enemy to car¬ 
nage and plunder. He wiflied for a Fhilojophicat Revo^ 
hftion condu£^ed Mrith more order and lefs violence, an<l 
was a member of the regulating committee. I ihall 
never forget what he told me one day, when fpeaking 
of the committee in nearly the fame terms as Gobet had 
done. 1 could have foretold all that has fince been done 
agatnft the Nobility, the Clergy, and the King* 1 
^ go there,” faidhe, << but with horror, and to oppofe 
their frightful proje£ls. Hereafter (hall be known all 
<< that is carried on tnere, and how thofe favage minds 
^ add to the horrors of the Revolution. It Ihall be 
<< known, but after my death. I am too wife to publifb 
« it during my life. I know too well what they are.” 

I will not attempt to fupply from my imagination 
what might be furmifed from fuch a fpeech, refpeding 
a committee entirely compofed of the moft inveterate 
enemies of the altar and of the throne which Mafonry 
or the Sophifters could produce. But I will lay before 
my readers what 1 have learned from various adepts 
concerning that part of the Gonfpiracy to which this 
volume has naturally led us.. 

Of all the means adopted by the regulating commit¬ 
tee, that which contributed the moll to form the im- 
menfe multitude of armed men whichthey wanted, was 
their corrcfpondencc with the Mafonic Lodges difper-t 
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fed at that time all over France in great numbers. la 
Paris ^one there were one hundred and fifty, and as 
many in proportion, if not more, in the other towns 
amd even in the villages. 

. Deliberations taken at the regulating committee were 
tranfmitted to the .central committee of the Grand Orient 
thence they were feat to the Venerables or Matters of 
the different Lodges in the provinces. The very year 
in which this regulating committee was ettabliflied a 
great many of the Venerables received inttrudfions ac¬ 
companied by the following letter: As foon as you 
<< ffiall receive the enclofed packet you will acknowl- 
edge the receipt of it. You will fubjoin the oath of 
" punftually and faithfully executing all orders which 
<< you (hall receive in the lame form, without making 
<< any inqul:^ whence they come or by whom they (hall 
« be fent. If you refufe thb oath, or if you are not 
<< true to it, you will be looked upon as having violated 
the oath* which you took at your initiation. Re- 
^ member the JEqua Tophana (the mott fubtle of poi- 
fons.) Remember the poniards that will ttart from 
their (heaths to pierce the heart of a traitor.” 

Such nearly were the contents of a letter received by 
a man formerly a mott zealous Mafon, and of whom 
I learned that fimilar orders had been fent to the other 
Matters of Lodges. For nearly thefe two years paft 
1 have been in pofielTion of a memorial which names fev- 
eral of the Venerables who received thefe inttruflions 
and faithfully complied with them. Such was the con- 
du£l of La Cotte, a Phyfician of Montignac-le.*Comte, 
in Perigordv originally the founder of the Lodge in 
Aat town, a Deputy at thefecond Aflcmbly, and final¬ 
ly voting the King’s death in the third. I can alfo 
name the Attorney Gairaux, who did not (how lefs 
zeal for the Revolution. He was not the Matter of 
the Lodge when thefe firtt inttrudions were fent. The 

f This is another example of the fatal conttquences of bind- 
isg onefelf by oaths of the tendency of which we are ignorant. 
It may alfo ferve to explain the queftion before noticed in page 
ts39 as being put at the initiation of the Fellow-craft to the de¬ 
gree of Matter ; Brother, are you difpofed to execute all the »r^ 
ders of the Grand Mafter, though you *were to receive contrary or» 
ders from a King, an Emperor, or any other Sovereign ^whatever ? 
—^The danger of fuch oaths will receive a (HU ftronger demos- 
ttration in the Third Part of this Work, when we come to treat 
of the dark and ioiointous Cabals and menacing Confpiracies of 
the Blumines. T 
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pack et was delivered to the Chev. de la Calpradci at 
that time entrufted with the hammer at the Lodge at 
Sarlat} but^ furmifing to what lengths thefe firft let¬ 
ters might lead himi he very providently refigned his 
place to Gairaux.* 

1 am thus minute in my accounts^ becaufe it is eflen* 
tial that hiftory be informed how fo deep a plot was car¬ 
ried on^ and how thofe millions of armed men appear¬ 
ed to fecond it at the fame inftant in every part of France* 

Left their numbers fliould not be fufficiently great} 
the regulating Cemmttee refolved on admitting a daft of 
meuj which had long fince been excluded, to the lefler 
myfteries of Mafonry. It was that of the day labour¬ 
ers, and all the lower clafles of mechanics, even vag¬ 
abonds and ruffians.—With thefe men Liberty and j5- 
quality needed no farther explanation. It was eafy for 
the adepts to infufe the revolutionary enthufiafm into 
them by the power of thefe words alone. 

The Mafpns of a higher rank in Paris did not like to 
fraternize with fuch bmhren. It was neceflary to call 
feme from the Provinces, and in a Ihort time the fu- 
burbs of S/. Antoine and St. Marceau were entirely 
Mafonized. 

Many years before the formation of this Regulating 
Committee, the well-informed adepts would write that 
the number of Free-mafons was incomparably greater in 
France Azn in England; that the hair-dreflers and va¬ 
lets, and every fort of profeffion flocked to the Lodges.f 
It will not be an exaggeration therefore to calculato 
the number of Free-mafons at fix hundred thoufand | 
and at that period it could not be fuppofed that the gen¬ 
erality of this immenfe number were averfe to the 
plans of the Occult Lodges. Impiety and the declama- 

* I was in pofleffion of another memorial which I am lorry 
to fay has been miflaid. It was the account of a gentleman, 
who, having refofed to continue the correfpondence with the 
Mafonic Central Committee, was paniAed tor it by him to whom 
he delivered it over. At the flrft dawn of the Revolution he was 
thrown into prifon as an Ariftocrate. Orders were fentfor his 
r* 'livery. The mafter, now become a Municipal Officer, chan¬ 
ged the order for that of letting him walk apon a very high ter- 
rMC. At the lame time orders were given to the fcntry to throw 
him off it, and thefe latter orders were executed. He did not 
die however of the fail, and I believe he is at prefent living in 
Spain. 

t Uber die Alten and Newea Myfterien bey FredeiichMatt* 
rer, 
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lions of the Sophifters fapplied the lafl; myfteries. Tilt 
f reateft novices were enthofiaftically wedded to the 
ideas of Liberty and Equality. . Let a hundred thoa- 
fand of the brethren be ful^radted as untainted with thefe 
principles, it will be the moil the hiftorian can do m 
favour of our youth Who remained faithful to the fpir* 
it of their forefathers*. * Thus the Regulating Club could 
rely upon the fupport of five hundred thoufand breth- 
' ten, at that time fpread aH over France, all zealous for 
the Revolution, all ready to rife at the firft fignal and 
to impart the (hock to aH other dailes of the people^ 
The l^phifters already boafted that it was not fuch aft 
cafy thing to triumph over three millions of men. 

This was the plan adopted by the Committee to ofj- 
ganize the Revolutionary bands. The Sophlfters had 
cleared the way by perverting the public opinion. The 
hiding places and dens of a fc£t, the fworn enemies to 
Chriftianity and Sovereigns, had opened and expanded 
themfelves. The adepts of Occult Mafonry had mul¬ 
tiplied 5 their ancient tenets of Impiety and RebelKon 
had identified them in the new Lodges with that of 
modem Philofophifm. Opinion had gained the heait^ 
but plots, cunning, and fecret artifice, had mtiftered up 
the forces. Had Nechetf Briennes^ the Deficit or the 
Notables never been mentioned in Ft^incc, had*'Lewis 
XIV. been upon the throne when the Regulating Com^ 

* • mittee and the Central Club of Mafonry ihould have 
Completed the organization of their Ikulking adherents, 
Lewis XIV. himfelf would not have ftopped the Rev¬ 
olution. It would have found chiefs. Public Opinion 
would have named them, and the banqprs of truth 
would have been deferted. At the found*of Liberty 
and Equality he would have feen his legions difoand, 
and rally unde.r the ftandard of revolt. Had Lewis 
^ XVI. refufed to convoke the States General, the 

ulating Committee would have convened them \ five 
hundred thoufand adepts under arms would have fup- 
ported the convocation, and the people would have 
flocked to the eleftions. 

Philip Such was the progrefs of this twofold Confpiracy at 
d*OrlcaA8 the time of the convocation of the States General, 
dc^ed fkulking Sophlfters of Mafonry and the barefaced 

the cLn- Sophlfters of Holbach^s Club perceived that it would be 
fpirators. nccefTary to choofe a chief who might be made the 
ftalking-horfe, and give them a fanclion by his name. 
He was to be powerful, that be might forward the 
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crimes Mriuch they had planned ^ he was to be cruel^ 
left he ftiould flinch at the fijght of the numerous vio 
time that were to be facrificed to their horrid plots. 
He needed not the talents, but the vices of a Cromwell. 
The confpirators foon caft their eyes on Philip D*Or- 
hans^ the pupil of fome evil Genius. 

D’Orleans, for his part, was confpiring as well as 
the combined Sophifters. More wicked than ambitious^ 
hcafpired at the Throne ; but, like the evil genius, he 
delighted in ruin and devaftation, even though he ibould 
not thereby exalt himfelf: Philip had fworn to feat 
himfelf on the Throrie, or to overturn it though he 
were to be cruibed under the ruins. For a long time 
had this unparalleled monfter been callous to honor or 
remorfe; a brazen front repelled the (hafts of con¬ 
tempt or of difdain, nor was he to be afiedled by the 
hatred of man or of heaven. A youth fpent in de¬ 
bauchery bad deadened every honorable fentiment of 
his heart, and by the blacked deeds he fought to enfure 
his expe^ations of fortune. At an age when the love 
of riches is fcarcely known, public report accufed him 
of having enticed the young Prince of Lamballe into 
debauchery merely to fecure to himfelf the inunenfe 
fortune of this young Prince, who fell a viflim to hia 
cunning, while in queft of pleafure. Nor is there an 
a^^ion of his life which could render at all improbable 
fuch atrocious perfidy. Time only more and more de¬ 
veloped a heart capable of fuch defigns; he was cow¬ 
ardly and revengeful; ambitious and cringing % prodi¬ 
gal and avaricious. Proud of his name and the rank of 
Prince, he was the humble fervant of the vileft popu¬ 
lace \ choleric and impetuous before his friends, cool 
and diflembling before thofe whom he wdflied to ruin, 
callous to all good aftions if he faw no dire£l: means of di- 
jFcrting them to evilpurpofes, and never meditating fuch 
dark and hideous plots as when he aiTumed the charac¬ 
ter of fenfibility and benevolence. Little capable (from 
cowardice) of daring crimes, he was wicked enough to 
dedicate his riches to the completion of them. His 
heart, in a word, was the common fewer of every bale- 
ful'paffion, and of every vice. He needed but the op¬ 
portunity to difeover his bias to evil \ and fuch was the 
chief with which Lucifer prefented the Confpirators. 

During the contentions which fubfifted between the 
Court and the Parliaments Philip had leagued with fev- 
cral of thofe Magiftrates who were more worthy of 
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being feated in the Rmilating Club of the Confpirators 
than in the firft Tribunal of the kingdom. He was 
much more employed as their tool to infult the Royal 
Majefty in the very fanduary of the laws, than as a 
leader againft the encroachments of Briennes.* 

Lewis XVI. for the firft time ihowed hisrefentmentt 
and Philip was exiled to VillervCoterets. This was 
the fraric that fired D’Orleans’s heart with vengeance. 
He already hated Lewis XVI. becaufe he was King i 
he hated Marie Antionette becaufe ftie was Queen | 
he IVore their ruin ; he fwore it in the tranfports of 
rage and fury; nor did his agitation ceafe but to leave 
him at liberty to meditate the means of vengeance. His 
firft ftep was to call to his councils the greateft villains 
France could produce. That Laclos whofe fable genius 
feemed to rife from the Stygian Lakes to guide the ven- 
emous and tortuous courie of the blacked crimes. 

Mirabeauand Syeyes flocked thither, nor was it diffi¬ 
cult for them to point out the great helps to be acquired 
from the Mafonic Lodges, of which he had been cho- 
fen the honorary chief. The Legions of Hell are bound 
by the bonds of friendlhip when evil is their objefl, and 
the grand plan was combined during the fliort period 
riiat Philip remaixtod in exile. At that time he was ini¬ 
tiated in the Occult Myfteries, but not as men of his 
rank formerly were; for it is certain that the brethren 
had confidered him as fufliciently wicked to be admitted 
to their deepeft myfteries. It is certain that the King*kil- 
ling trial of the Vault in the degree of Kadofeh arm z 
luptuousone for him.—In pronouncing thefe 
tred to all Wofjbipy Hatred to all Kings^ he muft have 
feen all his hopesvanifh of feating himi'elf on the throne 
of the unfortunate Lewis XVI. but he breathed ven¬ 
geance ; and, though be were to expend his life and 
fortune in the purfuit, he would not relent. He re¬ 
nounces the throne under the penalty of peijury, and 
was overjoyed at having afibciated with men who had 
fwom to deftroy all thrones, provided they would firft 
ftrike that of bis own relative and King. 

This oath difeovered to him an ocean of crimes, but 
he did not fiirink at their fight; they only ferved to (lim- 
ulate him to the perpetration of them. Briflbt declar¬ 
ed that he fubferibed to them all at that period, but that 
the Court nvas too Jlrong as yet^ and that he only retired 
to England to gain time, and to let the Revolution ri- 

^ Iliftory of the Conipiracy of the Doke of Orleans^ 
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pen. Hie Marquis de Beaupoil atteftsthis fa^l^ in his 
memorial, as haring heard Briflbt himfelf declare it* « 

The time was not yet come upon which the Regular 
ting Committees had decided. They waited for the 
States General; their artifices, their clubs, and a cloud 
of writers had nearly made the demand general. The 
Parliament of Paris called for them. France looked 
up to them as the regenerating power; but I hare not as 
yet enumerated all the plots nor all the fedls which clam-^ 
oroufly called for them to emtomb the Monarchy and 
all its laws. 

In thefe divers plots the Sophifters of the Encydop^*. 
dia, oppofingthe rights of Liberty and Equality to the* 
Altar, had Arown themfelves headlong into the gidph^ 
of hatred to Royalty.—^The Tenebrous and Occult Ledg¬ 
es of Mafonry, the antique myfteries of the adopted 
Hare, had received the difciples of Voltaire and Dide¬ 
rot into their bofom, but to conne^I and more fecretly 
invigorate that hatred of Chrift and of Kings. The 
Sophifters of Impiety and of Rebellion had only inter¬ 
mixed their plots with thofe of the Lodges, or rather 
dens, ready to caft forth their Legions of adepts and 
firebrands enthufiaftically armed to eftablifli their Lib¬ 
erty and Equality on the ruins of the Altar and the 
Throne. The frightful Propaganda appeared with its 
treafures and its apoftles.—^The Central mA the Regular 
ting Committees could boaft of their Secret Correjponden^ 
srr, their council, and their chief—all the rorcesof 
Rebellion and of Impiety were organized—frill thofe 
were not the only fcourges that were to defolate France. 

Under the name of Illumimbs a band of Confpira- 
tors had coalefced with the Encyclopedifts and Mafons, 
far more dangerous in their tenets, more artful in their 
plots, and more extenfive in their plans of devaftation. 
They more filently prepared the explofionsof theRev- 
^olutionary volcano, not merely fwearing hatred to the 
Altar of Chrift and the Throne of Kings, but fwear¬ 
ing at onc^ hatred to every God, to every Law, to eve¬ 
ry Government, to all fociety and focial compaA % and 
in order to deftroy every pleaand every foundation of the 
focial contrail, they proferibed the terms Mine and 
Thine, acknowledging neither Equality nor Liberty 
but in the entirey aJ^olutey and umverfal overthrow of all 
PROPERTT whatever. 

That fuch a fe£k could have exifted } that it could 
' have acquired power; that it does exift \ and that it is 
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to diis lied that the mofttemUefcouii^t^ the Rere> 
lutioaaietobe traced, arewithoot dom amoi^ thofe 
C Ktta or d inary ^lenomeaa, of the reality of wluch the 
wMift incontrorerdble proofs alone can connnce the 
reader. Such will be the objef^ of the third P»t of 
thelc Memmrs. 

After having fucceffivelv dereh^d the Confpiracy of 
the Sopiifters ^ Impktjy uat of the Sephijitrs of Rebels 
/mm, and that of the S^hifiert Anarchjy it will be ea- 
fy for ns to sqtply the diftrentd^ftrous confequences oS. 
each of thefe confpiring fefis to the French Revolution, 
> and to prove that Ae Monfter caUed Jacobin is no oth¬ 
er than the aggregate of the triple confpiracy and 
tri^e fed. 


END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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t>kELiMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

On the Illuniinees^ and on the different Works vjhereon 
tbefe Me M01R s groiinded. 

T he third cohfpiracy, which I am now about to 
inveftigate, is thdt oi ihc Atheijiical Illumhiees, 
which at my.outfet f I denominated the con/piracy of 
the Sophijiers of Impiety and Anarchy agahijl every relu 
giori ndtiiral or revealed ; not only againji kings, hut 
agalnji every government, againji all civil ficiety, even 
iigainji all property vjhatfoever^ 

The - name of Illuminee which this Seft (the mofl: 
difaftroLis in its principles, the moft extenfive in its views, 
the moft atrocioufly cunning in its means) has chofen, 
is of ancient ftanding in the annals of diforganizing 
Sophiftry. It was the name which Manes and his difei- 
ples firft affefted, gloriantiir Manichcei fe de ccelo illumu 
9iatos,X The firft Roficriicians alfo, who appeared in 
Germany, called themfelves Illuininees. And later, in 
our time, the Marthiijls (with many other fefts) have 
pretended to Illuminilm. As an outline for hiftory I 
diftinguifh them by their plots and tenets, and will re¬ 
duce them into two claffes, the AtbeijHcal and the Jhe-^ 
vfophical Illuininees. Thefe latter more particularly 
comprehend the Martinijis, whom I have already men¬ 
tioned in my 'fecond volume, and the Swedenboiirgians, 
whom I (hall mention in their proper place, where alfo 
I fhall give what information I have been able to colleft 
relating to them. The Atheijlkal Illuminees are the 
objefts of the prefent volume, and it is their confpiracy 
that I mean to difclofe. 

The very numerous letters, boohs, and manuferipts. 

The Tranflator thinks it proper to inform the Reader, that, confi- 
Idering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of PhilofopLy^ Reafon, &c. 
&c. has contributed to diffufe the new-fangled doiffrines, he has adopted 
in the prefent volume (which may be faid to be the firft methodical 
work publiftied on the fubjed:' of which it treats) the words Illuminee^ 
Jlluminize, and Illumhiizatiori, though Illuminate and Illumination might 
perhaps be more corred expreflions. Every reader will feel, that the 
illumination of the world, and to illuminate mankind, are objeds wor¬ 
thy of the true pliilofopher. Cut may the man he ever accurft who 
ihall attempt to illuminee his countrymen, or aim at the illumimzatkn 
^e world! T, 

Vol. 1. Page xxii. i Gaultier, Verbo MANicijiKi, §ed. 
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which I have received fince the publication of my pro* 
pofals, has rendered it impoflible for me to comprife 
the propofed inveftigation in one volume. The baleful 
projects of the Seft and the laws for their execution are 
fo ftrangely combined, that I thought it neceflary to 
begin by making my reader perfectly acquainted with 
its code; that is to fay, with the regular progreffion of 
its degrees, myileries, and government. 

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am reduced 
to the neceffity of giving a fow^thy in which I fliall de- 
velope the Hiftory of Illiiminifm, and make an applica¬ 
tion of the triple confpiracy to the French Revolution. 
I have more particularly applied myfelf to the inveftiga¬ 
tion of the legiflative part of this confpiring Sed, as no 
work has yet been piibliflied in which the whole of their 
code is to be found. Detached parts only were to be 
met with fcattered throughout the papers which had 
been feized by the public authority. Thefe I have col- 
lefted and digefted ; thus enabling the reader more 
eafily to judge what has been and what muft have been 
the refult of fiich laws. In fuch an undertaking, 1 feel 
myfelf bound to lay before the public an account of 
the documents on which I ground my proofs. The 
following then is a lift of the principal works, with a 
few obfervations on each, that the reader may form his 
own judgment as to their authenticity. 

I. The firft is a colleftion entitled Some of the 
Original Writings of the Seft of Illuminees, which 
were difeovered on the iith and lath of October, 
1786, at Landfliut, on a fearch made in the Houfe of 
the Sieiir Zwack, heretofore Counfellor of the Regen- 
cy; and printed by Order of His Highnefs the Eleftor. 
Munich, by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*.” 

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original Wru 
iingSy chiefly containing thofe which were found on a 
fearch made at the caftle of Sandersdorf, a famous 
' haunt of the Illumineesy by order of His Highnefs the 

Eleeftor. Munich, ijSy.f 

Thefe two volumes contain irrefragable proofs of the 
moft detcftable confpiracy. They difclofe the principles, 

* Einige original fehriften des Illuminaten Ordens, welche bey dem 
gewefenen regierungfrath Zwack, durch vorgennommene haus vilifation 
zu JLandlhut den ii und iz 0 ( 51 ob. 1786, yorgefunden worden. Auf 
hochften befehl feiner churfiirftlichen Durchleucht zum druck befordert. 
Miinchen. Gedriickt bey Ant. Franz churfl ; hof-buch-druck^* 
t Nachrichten vgn vveitern Original fchiiften, 
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the object, and the means of the Seft; the cflentiat 
parts of their code, the diligent correfpondence of the 
adepts, particularly that of their chief, and a (lateinent 
of their progrefs and future hopes. The editors indeed 
have carried their attention fo far, as to mention by 
whofe hand the principal documents or letters were 
written. At the beginning of the firft volume, and on 
the frontifpiece of the fecond, is feen the following re- 
viarkable advertifement by order of the Eledor :— 
Thofe who may harbour any doubt as to the authen- 
ticity of this colleftion, have only to apply to the 
office where the fecret archives are kept, at Munich,^ 
and where orders are left to fliow the originals.’^ . 

I entreat that my readers will recoiled this advcrtife- 
ment whenever they fhall fee the Original Wntings cited. 

III. The True Illuminee^ or the real and perfed 
Bjtual of the Illuminee 5 comprehending the Prepa- 
ration, the Noviciate, the Minerval Degree, that of 
the Minor and Major Illuminee, ail without addition 
or omiflion.”—With refped to the authenticity of this 

work, we need only quote the teftimony of the Baron 
Knigge, furnamed Philoy the moft famous of the Illumi- 
nees after the Founder of the Sed; and who was ac¬ 
tually the chief compiler of its Code, as he tells us him- 
felf: All thefe degrees (fays he) fuch as I compofed 

them, have been printed this year at Edejfe (Frank- 
fort on the Mein) under the title of the True IllmnU 
nee. I am ignorant of the author; but they appear 
exadly as they flowed from my peji; that is to fay, as 
I compiled themf This certainly is an authenti¬ 
cated document on the fed,, and recognized by the 
compiler himfelf. 

IV. I now proceed to a work which was publiflied 
by this fame Philo, under the title of Lafl Olfervations, 

or Injl JVords of Philo, and Anfwers to divers Quefti- 
ons on my connedions with the Illuminees.^^ In this 
work Philo Knigge gives us an account of himfelf and 
of his Illuminifm, of his agreements with the chiefs of 
the Sed, and of his labours for it. His vanity, how¬ 
ever, makes this narrative fulfome. The reader will 

* Wer an der aechthelt diefer verfammlung einen zweifel tragt, mag 
fich nur bey den hiefigen geheinien archiv melden, all wo man ihm die 
vrfehrifFten felbft vorzu legen befehliget ift. Munchen a6 Mto 
I Pliilv's Eudliche erkl^rung, &c. Page 96. 
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obferve in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo- 
phers who treat all religious objefts with that contempt 
which they themfelvesdeferve. Thisisof noconfequencc; 
he attempts to jiiftify his own conduft; his avowals may 
therefore be received in teftimony againft the Seft. 

V. The laft Works of Spartacus and Philo;” Die 
neujlen Arbeiten des Spartacus tind PbUo\ Except the 
Original iVritings, is the moft intelligent and im¬ 
portant work that has been puhliflied on the Illumi- 
nees. It contains the two degrees of the greateft con- 
fideration both on account of the myfteries revealed in 
them by the Seft, and of the laws laid down for the 
adepts.—Not a fliadow of doubt can be maintained as 
to the authenticity of this work, Thefe degrees and laws 
are publiflied with a certificate of Philo attefting their 
conformity with the original, and under the feal of th^ 
Order. This certificate was fcarcely neceflary. Who* 
ever can read muft eafily perceive that thele degrees 
and thefe laws are no other than a compilation,’ and 
often (in the moft eflential parts) but a copy of the dift 
coLirfes, precepts and principles, contained in the OrigU 
rial Writings. The piibliflier is a .man who has pafle'd 
through all the degrees of Illuminifm'. More dexterous 
than Philo, he makes himfclf mafter of his fccret, and 
of that of the whole Seft. The better to uiimafk Illu^ 
ininifm, he becomes an Illuminee ; and he has fo well 
fucceeded, that no member of the Order was better ac¬ 
quainted with it than himfclf. 

VI. The fame writer has pnbliftied A Critical Hijlory of 
the Degrees of Illuminifm^ a valuable work, in which every 
thing is proved from the very letters ofithe grand adepts. 

VIL The Direding Illuminee^ ,qx the Score/; Knight. 
This may be faid to be the counterpart of the Laji 
Works of Philo and Spartacus. It is a’defeription of 
the moft important intermediary degree of Illuminifiri. 
The Editor does not indeed publifh it under the fignet 
of the Order; but when^the reader has compared it 
with the Original Writingsy and even with the criticifin 
on it by the chief, who was not much pleafed with the 
compiler, he will foon decide that the grand feal of the?. 
Order is not necefiliry to authenticate it. 

VIII. P\.cmarkable Depofitions refpeding the lUiimU 
nees. Thefe are t]n*ee juridical depofitions on oath, 
and ligned ift by Mr. Cofandey^ Canon and Profeflbr ak 
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Munich ; 2dly by Mi‘. Keitna', Pried and ProfefTor of 
the lame Academy; 3diy by Mr. Vtzfckucidery Conn- 
fellor:bf the Eleftoral Chamber; 4thly by Mr. George 
Griiniberg, a member of the Academy of Sciences, and 
ProfelTor of Mathematics. As every thing is juridical 
in thefe’ depolitions, it would be nfelefs for me to infill 
on the weight they mull carry with them. Thefc were 
four pupils who did not wait to be initiated in the grand 
myfteries of the Seft to form their judgment on, and to 
quit the Seft. They were cited at a tribunal to declare 
all they knew, and they anfwered with moderation and 
truth. Their depofitions will find a place in the hif- 
torical part of this work. 

IX. The Apologies publiflied by feme of the lead err 
of the Seft are allb to be clalfed among the incontro- 
vertible evidence which y/e have acquired, Thefe gen¬ 
tlemen will not be expected to have aggravated their 
own wickednefs. 

X. The lift would be endlefs were I to fubjoin all 
the w^orks that have been written. againft the Sc 61 :. 
But I mull diftinguilli in this place the works of Mr. 
Hoffman^ Profeflbr at the UniveiTity of Vienna. I am 
but little acquainted with thofe of Doftor Zimmermcajy 
though I have been informed by letter, that he fiirnilli- 
ed many valuable articles in a journal publifhed at Vr- 
enna, and chiefly direded againft the Seeft. I often find 
Mr. Starkh name mentioned as a ftrenuous opponent of 
the Scd. I have feen no publication with his name to 
it, except an Apology in Anfwer to the Calumnies of 
the Seft, which it continues to repeat, notwithftanding 
fhe vidorious manner in which he has anfwered them.’ 

Among the anonymous writings I find an excellent 
work entitled the ULtimate fate of the Free mnfotis (En^ 
dliches fchickfal des Frey-matirer Ordensf It is a dif- 
courfe pronounced at the breaking-up of a Freemafons 
Lodge. The writer of this difcoiirfe gives an excellent 
ftatement of the reafons why the Lodges Ihoiild fufi^ 
pend their labours fince Illuminifm had intruded itfelf 
into Mafonry.—I believe he would have pronounced 
this difeourfe much fooner, had he known that all 
Lodges were not fo pure as his own. 

I have alfo periifed the Biographical Fragments of the 
Sieur Bode^ a famous Illuminee; thefe will be very ufe- 
fnl in our Hiftorical Volume. As to numberlefs other 
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works which I have read on the fame fubjecl, it will 
fufRce to give the titles of them when quoted. I have 
faid more than enough to fliew that I am not in the 
dark with refpeft to the fubjeft on which I am writing. 

I could with to exprefs my gratitude to thofe virtuous 
men who, by tlieir correfpoiidence, and the memorials 
which they have fent me, have greatly advanced my 
undertaking. But open exprefiions of fuch a gratitude 
would prove fatal to them. To have contributed to the 
public utility is a fufficient reward for their virtue ; and 
if my work is not fo perfect as it ought to be, it arifcs 
not from any want of energy in their endeavours. 

I find myfelf much againll my will obliged to anfwer 
ceitain objcftions which my Tranflator has made, and 
which will, doubtlefs, be repeated by many other read¬ 
ers, grounded on the work of Mr. Robilbii, entitled 
Proofs of a Confpiracy againji all the JLeligmis and Go^ 
verrimejits of Ewope^ That work was pub- 

iifiied juft as this Third Volume was going to the prefs. 
Its author had not then met with my two firft Volumes; 
but in a fecond Edition he is pleafed to mention them 
in his Appendix. ■* I am much flattered by his approba* 
tion, heartily congratulate him on the zeal he has him- 
felf fliown in combating the public enemy, and am hap¬ 
py to fee that he has wrought on the beft materials. 
Without knowing it, we have fought for the fame caufe 
with the fame ai'iiis, and purfued the fame courfe; but the 
public are on the eve of feeing our relpeftive quotations, 
and will obferve a remarkable difference between them. 
I fear left we fhoiild be put in competition with each 
other, and the caufe of truth fuffer in the confiidt. I 
entreat the reader to obferve, that thefe differences 
arife from the different methods followed by him and 
myfelf. Mr. Robifon has adopted the eafieft, though 
the moft hazardous method. He combines together in 
one paragraph what his memory may have compiled 
from many, and fometimes makes life of the expreflions 
of the German author when he thinks it neceflary, Be- 
fides, he has feen much, and read much, and relates it all 
together in the paragi*aphs marked by inverted Commas. 
The warning he has given in his preface will not fuffice 
to remove the objeftions of fome readers. In fome paf- 
fages he has even adopted as truth certain affertions 
which the correfpondcnce of the Illiiminees evidently 
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demonftrate to have been invented by them againfl 
their adverfaries, and which in my Hiftorical Volume 
I (hall be obliged to treat in an oppofite fenfe* Nor 
will I pretend to fay, that Illuminifm drew its origin 
from Mafonry; for it is a fad: demonftrated beyond all 
doubt, that the founder of Illuminifm only became aMa- 
fon in 1777, and'that two years later than that he was 
wholly unacquainted with the myfteries of Mafonry*. 

I know perfedly well, that this will not make Illumi¬ 
nifm lefs difaftrous; neverthelefs I am obliged to differ 
from Mr. Robifon when treating on that fubjed:, as well 
as on fome other articles.—So much for objed:ions; 
here is my reply. 

In the tirft place Mr. Robifon and I always agree as 
to the effential fafts and the Confpiracy of the Illuniin- 
ized Lodges; we alfo agree on their maxims and de¬ 
grees; and this muft be fufficient to convince the reader. 

In the next place, in his general view of the Sed: he 
has obferved its deteftable and moil dangerous princi* 
pies. Like a traveller he has feen the 

Monftrum horrendum, informe, ingens ... 

But he has not deferibed its forms, its manners, and 
its habits. Nor would it be very prudent to rejed: Ms 
narrative becaufe fome few circumftances are not per- 
fcdily authenticated, or becaufe here and there fome 
want of order may be obfervable. 

In fhort, if we except one or two letters, which may 
be faid to be tranflations, all the other quotations 
(though in the form of letters) cannot be called fo, for 
they are not to be found in the letters of the Illuminees. 
They are Extrad:s from different parts, all brought to¬ 
gether under one head ; Mr. Robifon has given them to 
the public in his own ftyle,and fometimes makes the Illu¬ 
minees fpeak in clearer terms than is done in the Origi¬ 
nals. His addition in the Tranflation of the famous 
letter from Spartacus to Marius, page i65-6f, has given 
rife to numberlefs queftions, how the---even , was 
exprelled in the German text. A parenthefis follows 
(can this mean death P) \ was obliged to anfwer that the 
even d —, as well as the parenthefis, were additions; 
but at the fame time they were not additions contrary 
to the fenfe of the letter. I could willingly have attri- 

* Original W^ritings, VoL I. Let. 6, to Ajajc. Ibid. Let. 36, to M. C. 
Porcius—and the firft Pages of the Critical yf the Degrees, 

J See Page of thk Ydwac, 
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biited thefe deviations to a difference in the editions;^fi 
the Original Writings; but a new work muft be 
pofed, as well as new letters, to juftify the quotation^ 
and all Germany muft have .noticed fuch changes. Ih 
the firft place, the Court of Bavaria would have proteft- 
ed againft fuch a fiippofition ; as the Original Writings 
could not have coincided with an edition fo diflimilar; 
next, the llluminees who have not fpoken in fuch clear 
language, thougli clear enough in their letters; in fine 
the authors who ha^ combated Illuminifiii, and whofe 
quotations all exaeftiy agree with the Edition of hlunich. 
The Pages may change in different Editions; but whole 
Letters and Difeourfes cannot, efpecially when the public 
may, as we have feeii above, have accefs to the Originals. 

As for me, whofe name-cannot be expefted to have 
fuch authority as Mr. Robifoifs, I have taken all the 
precautions of which I felt myfelf to ftand in needf. 

I never make a quotation but with the Original before 
me ; and wlien I tr an Hate any paflage which may ftag- 
ger the reader, I fubjoin the original, that each may 
explain and verify the text. I follow the fame line of 
condu(ft when I compare the different teftimonies. I 
never mention a fingle law in the code without having 
the original before me, or the praftice of it to vouch 
for my aflertion. Hence it will be perceived, that 
we are not to be put in competition with each other; 
Mr. Pvobifon taking a general view, while I have at¬ 
tempted to defeend into particulars : as to the fub- 
ftance we agree. I heartily congratulate him on his 
2.eal in combating the monfter; and though we do not 
agree in certain particularities, we both evince the 
monftrous nature of the Seeft, and the certainty of it» 
horrible Confpiracies. 

f I am alfo afraid the difference that exi/ls between the degrees of Rofi- 
crufian, of which Mr. Robifon is in pofTefTion, and thofe which I have 
mentioned, may give rife to argument. I anfwer, ift. That I am ac¬ 
quainted with three degrees of Roficrtifians, very different in theni- 
felves; 2dly. That the Catechiftjis, Queftions and Rituals for the fame 
* degree greatly differ in different countries; 3diy. That I have followed 
the works of Afr. U*Abbe Le Fraiic^ which A^r. Robifon has quoted; 
4thly. 'I'hat Mr. Robifon allows the degree of Knights of the Sun as de- 
fchbed by me to be fimilar to that which he is in poffelfion of. Since 
the publication of my Second Volume, I have received an account of the 
lame degree which coincides with what I had faid, and this degree is a 
fuflicient ground for all that Mr. Robinfon or myfelf have afferted on the 
attack carried cii by Mafopry againft R,f:ligioii and GoYernnicats. 
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CHAP. 1. 

Spartacu^-Weijliaupt^ Founder of the Illuminees. 

T here fometimes appear men formed with fuch Spartacus 
unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to conlider Weilhaupt. 
them in no other view than as emanations from the 
evil genius, bereft by the avenging God of the power 
of doing good. Imbecil in the fphere of wifdom, fuch 
men arc only efficient in the arts of vice and deftruftion; 
they are ingenious in thofe conceptions, fkilful in that 
cunning, and fruitful in thofe refources which enable 
them defpotically to reign in the fchools of falfehood, 
depravity, and wickednefs. In competition with the 
Sophifters, thefe men will fiirpafs them in the arts of 
exhibiting error in falfe and delufive colours; of dit 
guifing the vicious paffions under the malk of virtue ; 
and of clothing impiety in the garb of philofophy. In 
the den of confpirators they are pre-eminent by the 
atrocity of their deeds; they excel in the arts of pre¬ 
paring revolutions, and of combining the downfal of 
the Altar with that of Empires. If their career be ever 
impeded, it is only when they approach the paths of 
virtue and of real fcience. When Heaven in its wrath 
permits a being of this fpecies to appear on the earth, 
it has only to put nations within the fphere of his aftivi- 
ty, and it will be awfully avenged. 

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, was 
born in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Adam Weis- 
HAUPT, better known in the annals of the fed: by the 
name of Spartacus. To the eternal fliame of his Se¬ 
rene protedor, this impious man, heretofore Profellbr 
of Law at the Univerfity of Ingolftadt, hut now banifli' 

Vol. III. C 
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C(1 from Ills country as a traitor to his prince and to the 
whole univerfe, peacefully, at the court of Erneft Lewis 
duke of Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afyluni, receives a pen- 
lion from the public treafury, and is dignified with the 
title of Honorary Counfellor to that Prince. 

An odious phenomenon In nature, an Atheift void of 
remorfe, a profound hypocrite, deftitute of thofe fupe- 
rior talents which lead to the vindication of truth, he is 
pofTeffed of all that energy and ardour in vice which 
generates confpirators for impiety and anarchy. Shun¬ 
ning, like the ill-boding owl, the genial rays of the fun, 
he wraps around him the mantle of darknefs; and hif- 
tory fhall record of,him, as of the evil fpirir, only the 
black deeds which he planned or executed. Of mean 
birth, his youth was palTed in obfeurity, and but a fingle 
trait of his private life has pierced the cloud in vyhich 
he had enveloped himfelfbut it is one of hateful de-^ 
pravity and of the nioft confummate villany.—Inceftu- 
ous Sophifter I it was the widow of his brother whom 
he feduced.—Atrocious father! it was for the murder of 
his offspring that he folicited poifon and the dagger.— 
Execrable hypocrite! he implored, he conjured both art 
and friendfhip to deftroy the innocent victim, the child 
whofe birth mull betray the morals of his father. The^ 
fcandal from which he fhrinks is not that of his crime ; 
it is (lie fays and writes it himfelf) the fcandal which, 
publifliiiig the depravity of his heart, would deprive him 
of that authority by which^ under the cloak of virtue, 
lie plunged youth into vice and error—Monftrous So- 
philler! he accufes the devils of not having fkreeiied. 
him from this fcandal by thofe abominations which 
called the vengeance of the God of Nature on tlie fon 
of Judah.—Then, impudently daring, lie perjures him¬ 
felf ; he calls every thing that is facred to witnefs, that 
neither he nor his friends ever knew of the exillence of 
thofe poifons or fecret means of fereening him from in¬ 
famy, much lefs that they had ever propofed, foughr, or 
employed them. He challenges, and at length forces, the 
inagiftrates to prove the accufation ; they produce the* 
letters of the perjured Sophifter, and therein we behold 
liim entreating a firft, a fecond, and even a third confi¬ 
dant, to feek, or caufe to be fought, and to commuiii-. 
cate to him, thefe horrid arts. We fee him recallingj 
promiies of three years ftagding ^vilh refped to tliefc 
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means. He complains of the little fiiccefs of Ills at¬ 
tempts, he accufes the agents of timidity or of igno- 
rrmce; he entreats and conjures them to renew their 
attempts, telling them, that it was not yet too late, but 
that expedition was necellliry. Who- can paint the de¬ 
pravity of this lingle trait. How mondroiis the being 
who could have combined fuch depravity i That the 
God who humiliates the Sophifter-llioukl have permit¬ 
ted this lingle trait to have been broiiglit to light, will 
fufRce to lliow how far wickednefs may be carried hy 
the man, who, with virtue on his tongue, and under the 
fhade of that facred name, was forming and fanaticifmg 
the blood-thirfty legions of a Robefpierre. 

After fo fliocking an accufation the reader will natu¬ 
rally expeft us to produce incontrovertible proofs. We 
will, therefore, firft lay before him the letter of JVeif 
Pyaitpt to his adept Hertel ;■ it is the Third Letter in the 
Second Volume of the Original JFritings of the Illu- 
tninees in Bavaria. 

Now/^ fays Weifliaupt to this adept, let me, under 
the moft profound fecrecy, lay open the lituation of my 
heart. It deftroys my reft, it renders me incapable of 
every thing. I am almoft defperate. My honour is in 
danger, and I am on. the eve of lofing that reputation 
v:hich gave me fo. great an authority-over our people: 
My fifier-in^a'iv- is with child. I have fent her to Athens^ 
(Munich)'to Euriphon, to folicit a marriage licence 
from Rome. You.fee hownecefiary it is that file fliould" 
fucceed, and that without lofs of time ; every moment 
is precious. But Ihould file fail, what fliall I do ?-How 
fhall I reft ore the honour of a perfon who is the vic- 
tim of a crime that is wholly'mine? JFe have already- 
made feveral attempts to defray the child; file was 
" determined to undergo all; but Euriphon is too timid. 
Yet I fcarcely fee any other expedient. Could I de- 
pend on Celfe^s fecrecy (the profeffor Buder at Mu- 
nich), he could be of great fervice to me ; he had pro-- 
mifed me his aid three years ago. Mention it to him 
if you think proper. Sec what can be done. I fliould 
be forry that Cato knew any thing of it, left he fliould 
tell all his friends. If you could extricate me from 
y this unfortunate ftep, you would reftore me to life, to 
honour, to reft, and to authority (tliat is over his peo- 
ple^. If you cannot; I forewarn you of it, I wfUlia-. 
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zard a defperate blow, for I neither can nor will lofe 
my honour. I know not what devil” .... [Here 
decency obliges us to be filent; but he continues] As 
yet nobody knows any thing of it but Euriphon ; it is 
not too late to make an attempt, for flie is only in her 
fourth month, and the word of it is, that it is a cri- 
minal cafe, and that alone makes the greateft efforts 
and the mod extreme (or bolded) refolution neceffary. 
Be well and live happier than I do, and do think of 
fome means wliith can extricate me from this affair, 
I am yours, &c, Spartacus.” 

Notwithdanding his repugnance to let Cato into the 
fecret, Weifhaupt is at length obliged to write to him 
on the fubjed, and, after repeating that which through 
decency we have omitted above, this monder of hypo- 
crify fays, what vexes me the mod in all this is, that 
my authority over our people voill be greatly diminijhed 
—that I have expofed a weak fide, of which they will 
not fail to advantage themfelves whenever I may 
preach morality, and exhort them to virtue and mo- 
dedy.”* 

Now let us obferve the fame Weifhaupt barefacedly 
faying in his apology, I think and declare before God 
(and I widi this writing to be looked upon as a mod fo- 
lemn declaration), that in all my life I have never heard 
of thofe fecret means (of abortion) nor of thofe poi- 
fons; that I have never feen nor had knowledge of 
any occafion when I or my friends could even have 
thought of advifing, adminidering or making any ufe 
whatever of them. And this I fay in tejiimony and 
affirmation of the truth.^’\ It is thus that by the mod 
abominable hypocrify he fudains a barefaced and de- 
tedable perjury. 

So much for the moral virtue of this man ; but our 
chief objeid is, to confider him in his charader of a 
Confpirator. Let us then defcend into tliat baleful 
abyfs, and obferve him in the fchools of impiety, rebel¬ 
lion, and anarchy. Here again he appears to have been 
ignorant of the gradations of crime, of the fpace that 
lies between the flighted deviation from reditude and 
the mod profound wickednefs. Here, fcarcely have 
the magidrates cad their eyes upon him when they find 

♦ Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 6i, to Cato. 

•j- Introduction to his Apology, p. 6. 
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him at the head of a confpiracy whicli, when compared 
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and D'Alembeit, or 
with the fecret committees of D’Orlcans, make thefe 
latter appear like the faint imitations of puerility, and 
fhow the Sophifter and the Brigand as mere novices in 
the arts of revolution. It is not known, and it would 
be difficult to difcover, whether Weijhaupt ever had a 
iTiafter, or whether he is hlmfelf the great original of 
thofe monflirous doftrines on which he founded his 
fchool. There exifts, however, a tradition which on 
the authority of fome of his adepts we fliall lay before 
the reader. 

According to this tradition a Jutland merchant, who 
had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the year 1771 
to overrun Europe, pretending to initiate adepts in the 
ancient myfteries of Memphis. But from more exaft 
information I have learned that he Hopped for fome 
time at Malta, where the only myfteries which he 
taught were the diforganizing tenets of the ancient 
Illuminees, of the adopted flave; and thefe he fedulouf- 
!y infufed into the minds of the people. Thefe princi¬ 
ples began to expand, and the iiland was already 
threatened with revolutionary confufion, nvhen the 
Knights very wifely obliged our modern Illuminee to 
feek his fafety in flight. The famous Count (or rather 
mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have been a difciple 
of his, as well as fome otlier adepts famous for their 
llluminifm in the county of Avignon and at Lyons. In 
his perigrinations, it is faid, he met with Weifliaupr, 
and initiated him in his myfteries. If impiety and fe- 
crecy could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, never 
had any man better claims than Weifliaupt. More 
artful.^nd wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how to di- 
re(ft them among his difciples to very different ends. 

Whatever may have been the faft with refpeft to this 
firft mafter, it is very certain that Weifliaupt needed 
none. In an age when every kind of error had 
taken root, he did what is naturally to be expefted 
from men who, guided by their unhappy bias both in 
religious and political opinions, always feleft the moft 
abominable. He muft have had fome notion of the 
' ancient Illuminees, for he adopted their name, and the 
diforganizing principles of their horrid fyftein. Thefe 
notions were ftrengthened^ without doubt, by his fa- 
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vorite application to the diforganizing myfleries of 
ukhceifm, lince we may obferve him recommending the 
ftudy of them to liis difciples as a preparatory ftep for, 
and as having a clofe connexion with, thofe for whidi 
he was preparing them.* But, perfeft Athcifl: as he 
v/as, and fcorning every idea of a God, he foon defpifed 
the twofold God of Ancient Ilkiminifm, and adopted 
the,do( 5 lrines of Manes only in as much as they threat¬ 
ened every government, and led to univeifal anarchy. 
He was acquainted with the fyftenis of the modern 
Sophifters; but, notwithftanding ail t’neir democracy, 
he did not think they had given lufficient latitude to 
their fyftems of Liberty and Equality. He only adopted 
their hatred for'God, or pure Atheifm. One clafs led 
to the deftruftion of all civil and political laws, the 
other to the overthrow of all religion; he combined 
them both, and formed a monftrous digeft, whofe ob- 
}e& was the moft abfolute, the moft ardent, the mod 
frantic vow to overthrow, without exception, every re¬ 
ligion, every government, and all praperty whatfoever. 
He pleafed himfelf with the idea of a diftant poflibility 
that he might infufe the fame wifli throughout the 
world ; he even alfured himfelf of fuccefs. 

With the talents of a vulgar Sophiller fuch a hope 
would have been the fummit of folly; but with a genius 
like that of Weifliaupr, formed for great crimes, it was 
tlic confidence of unlimited wickednefs. The Bavarian 
Sopliifter knew his powers; he believed no crime im- 
polfible; he only fought to combine them all to reduce 
his fyftems to praftice. The mediocrity of his fortune 
had obliged him to confecrate the latter years of his 
education to the ftudy of the laws. Whether by dif- 
liniiilation be concealed the plans foftered in his breaft, 
or wliethcr he Iiacl not as yet digefted them all, he how¬ 
ever found means of getting himfelf named to the chair 
of Laws in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, before he bad 
attained his twenty-eighth year. On the loth of March 
1778, he writes to Zvsack that he was not yet thirty 
years of age ; and in the fame letter he informs him, 
under fecrecy, of his future projefts on llluniinifm, 
which he had founded two years before. 


* See the de^o^ree of LlreH'ivg Illuvihiec^ eder Scottifeher ritcr (Scotch 
'Kiiight) pa£-e 72. 
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He in lift have known him (elf poflclTed of profound Ongln and 
diflimulation ; he mull have been mailer of ftrange re- 
fources, to ground his plans the fubverlion of all 
laws through9Ut all empires, on the very fundion of 
public interpreter of the law.. It was neverthelefs 
at the college of Ingolftadt that Weilhaupt, aflecting 
the greatell zeal for his duty, conceived himfelf to be 
admirably lituated for forming and conduding by in- 
vifible means the great revolution which he had plan¬ 
ned. He jiiftly eftimated the influence which his office 
of teacher gave him over his fcholars, and he had the 
courage to fupply in private the deficiency of thofe lef- 
fons which he was obliged to give to them in public. 

But it would have been too poor a conquelt for An¬ 
archy or Impiety to have gained only thofe who were 
under the eye of the founder. Weifliaiipt beheld man¬ 
kind fubjed to religious and political laws from pole to 
pole, and liis jealous zeal weighed the means which the 
faints had employed to extend the faith of Chrifr. 

There ftil! exifted the fcattered remnants of an order 
which the imprudent policy of Kings had obliged the 
SovereigiLPontiff to facrifice to the machinations of a 
philofophifm, the profefled enemy of both Kings and 
Pontiffs. Weifliaiipt knew how to appreciate the fup- 
port'which the laws had acquired from men who were 
heretofore fpread throughout all Catholic countries, and 
who, ill the towns and villages, publicly taught youth, 
thundered from the pulpit againfl: vice, direded Chrif- 
tians toward the path of virtue, and went to preach the 
faith of Clirifl; to idolatrous and barbarous nations. He 
well knew how much empires were indebted to religi¬ 
ous orders, that in preaching the duty which each man 
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound him 
to his neighbour and to his Prince. Though he in his 
heart deteilcd the children of Benedid, Francis, or Ig¬ 
natius, he admired the inftitiitions of thefe holy found¬ 
ers, and was particularly charmed with thofe of Ignatius, 

\yhofe laws direded fo many zealous men difperfed 
throughout the world toward the fame objed and under 
one head : he conceived that the fame forms might he 
adopted, though to operate hi a fenfe diametrically oppo- 
fiteJ^ What thefe men have done for the Altar and 
the Throne (faid he to himfelf) why fliould not I do in 

* Miratcau dc la .X>onarglue PiuHienne, voi. 5, page 97. 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY* 


oppofition to the Altar and the Throne ? With legions 
of adepts fubjeft to my laws, and by the lure of myt 
teries, why may not I deftroy under the cover of dark^ 
iiefs, what they edihed in broad day ? What Chrift even 
did for God and for Ccfar, why fliall not I do againft 
God and Gefar, by means of adepts now become my 
apoflles 

In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to Weifliaupt, 
I will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlefs conjeftures. 
No, thefe very wiflaes in plain language are contained 
in his confidential letters to his dilciples; and he even 
reproaches them with not imitating the fubmiffion of 
the followers of thofe holy founders.* His mod 
celebrated adepts have declared, that they had ob- 
ferved him copying them throughout his code ;f' 
they rauft alfo have remarked, that Weifliaupt, in plan¬ 
ning his fyftems according to the forms adopted by 
thofe religious founders, had referved it to himfelf to 
add all the artifices which the mod infernal policy could, 
fugged. At the acfiual period when this confpirator 
formed his plans, he was ignorant of the objeft of 
Freemafonry He only knew that the fraternity held' 
fccret meetings : he obferved that they were bound by 
myderious ties, and recognized each other for brethren 
by certain figiis and words, whatever might be their 
country or religion. In his mind, therefore, he com¬ 
bined tile plan of a fociety, which was at once to par¬ 
take as much as convenient of the government of the 
Jefuits, and of the myderious filence and fecret conduft 
of Mafonry. Its objed was, the propagation of the 
mod Antifocial Sydems of ancient Illuininifm, and of 
the mod Antireligious Sydems of modern Philofo- 
phifm. 

Brooding over this difadrous projed, Weifliaupt cad 
his eyes on the young pupils whom government had 
entruded to his care to form them for magidrates of 
their country, and defenders of the laws, and he re- 
folved to begin his warfare agalnd both by the perver- 
fion of thefe youths. He beheld in didant fucceffion his 
fird difciples feducing others, thofe again, fubjed to his 

* Vid. Original Writings, Vol. I. let. a;, to Cato.'' 

•j- See thfe Original Writings, Vol. I. InJiriiSlio pro recipient thus, art. B.—« 
Let. 2, to Ajax.—Divers letters to Cato.—-Laft Obfervations of Philo* 

\ See hereafter the chapter on Mcrf(ittry Ulumini^ed. 
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laws, forming further adepts; and thus by degrees hd* 
came complacently to view his legions multiplying and* 
fprcading from the cowjis to the country,, and refident* 
even in the' courts of Princes. He already heard thofe* 
oaths which, under the fecrecy of the Lodges, were to bind 
the minds and hearts of thofe new legions who, replete* 
vidth his diforganizing fpirit, Were filently to undermiiie 
the Altar and the Throne. He calculated the .time 
heceffary) and fmiled to think that he would one day- 
have only to give the fignal for the general explofion. 

Scarcely had this modern Eratoftratiis attained his He founds 
eight-and^twentieth year^ ere he had laid the founda- 
tipns of thofe laws which he meant to give to his dif¬ 
organizing fed. l"hough he had not aftually written 
his code, he had arranged it in his mind, and he made 
his fil'd eflay on two or his pupils, one Majfen^ 

haufin (whom he furnamed Ajax), about twenty years 
of age, and afterwards a Cpunfellor at Bp/khaufcn j 
the other called Mif/'Z (whom he furnamed Tiberius)'^ 
nearly of the fame age, but whofe morals and chai'after 
proved fo abominable, that they made even his vile let 
ducer blufli. Thefe two difciples foon vying with their 
mader in impiety, he judged them worthy of being 
rulmitted to his myderies, and conferred on them the 
highed degree that he had as yet invented. He called 
them Areopagi, indalled himfelf their chief, and called 
this mondrous aflbciation the order of Illuminees. 

. It was on the fird of May 1776, that the inauguration 
was celebrated. Let the reader well obferve this epoch'. 

It indicates a feeble beginning; it preceded the French 
Revolution but by a few years; that however was the 
time wlien that abominable fed fird darted into exidr 
cnce, which was to combine all the errors, all the con- 
fpu*acies, and all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety;, 
Rebellion, or Anarchy, and which, under the name of 
Jacobin, was to'confummate the dreadful Revolution. 

Such was the origin of that fed which I had in view 
when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfortunately 
with loo much truth, That whatever their govenv 

* Weilhaupt, in a letter to Zwackj fays, ** My three firft colleagues 
Vftvt Ajax ^ you ^ and Merz'' (Let, 15 , Feh. 1 778.7 This clearly ftates, that 
JMcrz was the Tiberius who was illuminized with Ajax ; for it is clear 
that Z’lvack was only initiated ten months after the two adepts Ajnx and 
Tiberius, See Orig, Writ, Vol, I, SeSi, JV, 

f Orig, Writ. Vol. I. Sed. IV.^Let. a, to Philip Strozzi. 

Vol. III. D 
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merit or religion niigbf be, to whatever rank they 
'^ inighc belongs in civil focicty, if Jacobinifm triumph- 
ed all would.be overthrown ; that fliould the plails 
and willies of the Jacobins be accompli (lied, t heir 
religion with its Pontiffs, their goveninient with its' 
" laws, their niagifl:rates and their propeiky, all would- 
be fwept away in the common niiafs of j*iiih ! Their 
‘^'riches and their fields, their houfes and their cotta- 
ges, their very wives and children would be torn 
from them. You have looked upon Jacobinical fac- 
tion as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only 
making a fportive effay of its ftrength.’’* 

' Accordirig 'to the wiflies and intentions of this terrible 
and formidable feft, nations, aftoniflied, have yet only 
feen the firft part of the plans formed for ftiat general 
Revolution which is to beat down every Throne—over¬ 
turn every- Altar— dejiroy all pioperiy^^AAoX. out every 
law-i-arid cpriclude by the total diflblution of all focicty! 

The omen' is fatalbut (more fatal* ftill!) 1 have 
hiimbcrlefs proofs to denionflrate the truth of this afier- 
tion. With refpeft to the Confpiracies of Illiiminifm, 
I fliall draw niy proofs from their own code and their 
archives. I will begin with their code ; it will lay 
open the objeft, the extent, the manner, the means and 
inconceivable depth of the Confpiracies of the' feftJ 
This Firll Part will comprehend the plan of their con¬ 
fpiracies, the'extraft and analyfis of the code of laws 
which they had coriftruded for attaining their ends. 
The Second Parc wilffliew their progrefs and their fiic- 
cefles from- their firft origin, till that period when, 
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leaving 
their fecrct dens, they unite and confound themfelves 
with the Jacobins, and in nnifon with them profeente- 
•that war of defolation which menaces with total ruin 
the Altar of every God—the Throne of every Monarch 
--the Law of every Society—and the Property of every 
Citizen. O ! that I could, in delineating what the 
feft'has done, what it is doing, and what it ftill medi¬ 
tates to do—that I could but teach nations and the 
chiefs of nations what th^y themfelves ought to do, to 
"avert the impending danger; thofe, I fay, who have 
.iniftaken thefe difafters for a fudden explofion, while 
they are in fad but an eftlty of the ftrength of the feft, 
and the commencement of their general plan. 
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B y the cede of^tbe fed ^of ijjuiiijnees,^,^ 

principles and fylleins which jt badVwn)pd/t^^^^^ 
il*ijf on Rfligiou and, Civil Speicty, dr‘ 

.all-Religion and all, Civir Society^ wha.tevjer; 1‘nieati 
^the government andthe laws whicli it fiis' adopted 
j’calize its. pla.nSj. and to-guide .the^.adcptsj iiit bringing 
jthe whole ;univerfe. intp its iyftf^ms., , 'T)nS|.was-ho^"Jp 
much a code fpringing fropy.^in'aKde.b^ 

'cnthufiadic zeal;for., a- greatj'eyolupoiN 
,pf refledioh'on the means of rendering! it.jnfallibilcr, 
for no foqner had;Wehhaup,t conceived a. plan, thauhp 
'forefaw the- obilacles. which. niight^ti\\yart|,its Tneepfs. 
.Though he decorated the .firft pupils whpm .he'ha4|fe- 
..duced with the title, of his profqu|ut adept?,^ y.et he-djd 
not dare unfold fa them the yaft extent‘of his. plans, 
Plcafed with having.Jaid the fqLindatioii,. he did .nqt 
.burry the elevation of -that edUicc,; which, might'ba^e 
jbeen.expofed to .fall for want^ of^the "proper ‘precau¬ 
tions ;..no,.4^e. wlllied it to be-as .durable as.time-itjqjf. 

' For five , whole years he nieditated ; aipd; ,lie ..fqri^aw 
Tliat he fliD.uld ftilUiave to pauf^e for- .ipany. a tedic^ys 
_ day .on the means of fecuring the fuccefsjof bis plans, 
j His plodding head .iilently.jriuninated, and .flowly combi- 
^ned that code of laws or rather of cunning, o^.jartifice, 
of fiiares.and ambuflies by which. he was- to: regulate 
the preparation of candidates,,,tlie dunes.of the,i.m 
, ted, the fundions,. the rights,..tbe conduct .of H-ie chiefs, 
and even his, own..-. He watched every means bf fecjuc- 
. tion, weighed and -compared thofe nieans,. tried them 
. one after the other,^ and when.lie had adopted any of 
them would ftiil.referve the .power of changing them, 
in cafe he fliould,happen to fall upon any that.would 
be more difaftrous. ^ 

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apoflles, gained; 
him many partizans; he feduced many himfelf, and'.di^ 
Yoh. III. D. z ' 
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rcfted their condiift by letter. His advice was adapted 
to circiimftances, and artfully hulbanding bis proniifes, 
he kept the minds of his difciples perpetually in fufpenfe 
• as to the laft niyfteries. 'To his'trufty adepts he pro- 

jnifes./y//(?m/ of morality, of education, and of polity, all 
’entirely ne%u ^ and they might eafily funnife that this 
future code would be' no other than that of a morality 
, ^ witliout reftraint, of a religion without a. God, and of a 

\ polity without laws or ally dependence whatfoever 

though he did not dare entirely to throw away the maik. 
But his laws appeared iniperfeft, his fnares were not 
fufficientiy concealed, and'he was, convinced that dine 
and experhmee alone could perfect the work oil which 
he had fo long dieditated. Such are the colours; Wt 
leaft, in which we fee him reprtfenting himfelf wheii 
his adepts, impatieurtd be initiated ii; the laft myftcries, 
r'eproach him with the flownefs of liis'proceeding^: 
^Mt isfronidme and experience,’’ fays he, that wb 
are to learn, Tdaily put to the tbft what I made laft 
year, andT find that my performances of this year 
"“■far fuperior. Give'file then time to refle'ft on what may 
forward and (‘m what niay delay * the execution of bitr 
“ plans; to weigh what may be expefted of our people 
■“ left to thfemftTves or led and cbndufte(| by us.— 
member that what is done in'hafte, fpejedily falls tp 
“ riiin. Leave,me‘then to myfeJlF, let me aft alone ; anil 
“ bolieye me, time and I art vjorth dny other two.: \ 
His alarms. ' Let not the reader imagine that’thefe meditarions of 
'\Veiniaiipt alluded to the objeft of his views; that 
‘liever varied the defti iiftion of Religion^, the deftriib- 
Tion of Sod'fty. and the civil Laws,* the deftruftion of all 
" property,i- 4 hat was the point at which be always aini-» 
'ed and'this impiOiiSjman too weH knew^his crime not 
‘tp'.bfe ajafmed fee him Writing to hi$ confidant, 
' “ Yoii know the fittiatidn in which I ftand. I muft di-. 
‘“’feft the whole By medns of five or fix perfons. It is 
/^^"abfdlutely neceflary that I flionid during my life re- 
ihain unknown to the greater part of the adepts 
'^“’therafelves.--r am often overwhelmed with the idea 
that all my meditations, all my fervices and toils are 
perhaps only twilling a. rope or planting a gallows 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Marius and Cato, 
f Original Writings, Vol. I. Letters 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. to Marius and 
CatQi ’ 
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for myfclf; that the indifcretkin or imprudence of 
but one man may overturn the moft beautiful edifice 
that ever was reared.^’* 

At other times wilhing to appear above fuch fears, 
but ftill reproaching the adepts with want of caution, 
he fays, If our affairs already go on fo ill, the whole 
will foon be undone ; the fault will be thrown upon 
me, and, as author of every thing, I (hall be the firff 
facrificed. Yet that is not what frightens me; I know 
how to take every thing on my own fcore ; but if 
the imprudence of the Brethren is to cuff me my life, 
let me at leaff not have to bluHi before men of re* 
fleftion, nor to reproach myfelf with an inconfiderate 
and radi coiidu(^/’f 

Thus does every motive ftimulate this famous Con- Termi- 
fpirator to transfufe into his code every precaution that 
could at the fanie time Ikreen him from condign pu- 
nifiiment, and fcciire the fiicccfs of his plots. At 
length, after five years meditation oh his fide, and nu- 
mierous cohfultations with his trufty adepts, particularly 
with or "the‘Baron Knlgge, who afts a very exalt¬ 

ed part m 'Blwmmjfn, Weilliaupt had regulated tWh 
nnode of his'niyfteries, aind had digefled the code of his 
feft, that is to fay, the principles, the law^, and govern¬ 
ment adopted by'the Illuminees ^to accomplifh tlife 
^grand objcdl of. their Confpiracy. - Before we lead our 
readers through the iraiuenfe labyrinth of this code. Id: 
lis 'give a generai idea of the fyfteni which ftimulated. 
its author to the formation of thofe laws. ^ 

The more we meditate on that part of the code General 
Avhich we fliall lay before our readers when we come planofliis 
to treat of the myfteries of Illuminifm, the more clear- 
ly we obferve Weifliaupt adopting the principles of 
Equality and of Liberty^ (propagated by modern Philo- 
fophifm) in order to prefent them in a new light, and 
to lead his difciples to the ultimate confequences of the 
nioft abfolute Impiety and Anarchy. 

The modern Sophifliers, fome following Voltaire, 
others Rouficau, had begun by faying, that all men 
were equal and free, and they had concluded ivitb re- 
fpeii to Religion, that nobody, though fpeaking in the 
name of a God who reveals himfelf, had the right of 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. n and aj, to Cato, 
f Let, 22, to Cato. 
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prefcribing rules to their faith ; the authority of rc\T- 
iation being calf afitle, they left no other bafis for Keli-^ 
gion to I'eli iinoiL but the ibphiftry of a rcafon the per¬ 
petual prey of oivr pnlTiojis. Tiicy had annihilated 
jChriftianicy in the minds of their adepts. With refped 
to Government they had alfo afferted^ that all men were 
equal and free, and they had concluded,tl;at every citi- 
%cw had an equal right to form the, laws, or to tlie title 
of Sovereign; this cqniequencc abandoning, all authori¬ 
ty to the capricious liu<d;uatioiis the-.multitude, no 
government could lx: legitimatc^but^that• ftRinc^ on 
Chaos, or the volcapic e::iplo{ions of the -democratic 
and fovereign pppulace. . t \ 

\yeifliaupr, reafoning on the lame principles, believ- 
. ed both the* Sophiftei^s and the Democratic Populace to 
be too timid in drawing their inferences,-and the follow^ 
ing may be/aid to be the elTcnce of all his mjfleries. ?) 

Liberty.and. Equality are the- eflential rights that 
man rn his original and primitive perfeciion. >received 
from nature. 'Froperty ftruck tlic firfl: blow at Eiiuar 
F llty; political jSociety, or Governments, were the hrif 
oppvt{Yo\'^,oi\ Liberty; the fnppoj'ters of\GovermuenU 

and property] CUV the religions and civU^Ums there^ 
fore, to reinliate; i:^ian in his primitive, rights of Eqii^ 
lity and Liberty,-we muft begin by deftroying a]l Rq- 
ligion, all civil fociety, and linifli by tlic dellrxicliou 
« of all property.'’.:? • j i.i . bt: a 

Had true Philofophy but gained admittance to tbefe 
lodges of llliiminifm, how clearly would llie have de- 
monilrated the abfurdiry of each and all of thele princi¬ 
ples, and the extravagance and wickednefs of Inch cojv 
Icquences, both to the matter and his adepts! She would 
have Ihown, that the rights and laws of primitive man 
alone upon earth, or parent of a fcanjty generation, 
neither were nor oughtjto be the rights and laws of 
man living on an inhabited globe. She would have 
proved, that Nature, when file ordained that man 
, /bould incre'afe and multiply on this earth, and that he 
fhould cultivate it, clearly announced that his pofterity 
were hereafter to live under the empire of focial laws. 
She would have oblerved, that without property this 
earth would have remained uncultivated and uninha¬ 
bited ; that without religious and civil laws the fame 
earth would have only nurtured ttraggling hordes of 
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vagabonds and favages. Then would our Bavarian Ib 
luminee have concluded, that his Equality and Liberty, 
far from being the effential rights of man in the Hate 
of perfeflion, would only be the inftrumcnts of his de¬ 
gradation, and aflimilate him to the beafts of the earth, 
if they were to be incompatible with Property, Religion, 
and Society. But true Philoibphy was an alien to his 
fchool ; and Weifliaiipt, with his deteftable .genius 
formed for error, applauds the fophifm, makes it the 
bafis of his fyftem, and. .the ultimate fecret of his 
myfiieries. 

I am not fimply to prove that fuch is the grand ob- its danger, 
jeri: of the Confpiracy, and of the: ultimate revolution 
which he is pi-eparing with all his adepts. Were that 
my only talk, I iBoiikl cite the bleffings which the hie¬ 
rophant of Illuminifm pours out on thofe hordes that 
roam without laws or fociety, and the curfes which he 
vents againft thofe men wlio, fixing their abodes, name 
chiefs and conftituted Hates. The very menaces of the 
teacher unfold the whole of the Confpiracy. YeSy 
princes and nations ciifappcar from off the face of the 
earth ; yes, a tune ffall come n.vhen man ffall ackuovjledge 
no other lavs but the great book of nature: 'This revolution 
fhall be the ivork of tfje secret societies, and that is one 
of our grand myjicriesd^ This lingle paflage of .the code 
js fufficient to clemonHrate both the objeft of the Con¬ 
fpiracy and the extent of the projeds of the fed; but 
though the Confpiracy fhould be clearly proved. Hill 
that would be doing little forThe public good. InHcad 
of a terrible and formidable fed, nations and chiefs of 
nations might miHake the Illiiminecs for a band of 
fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means a chimeri¬ 
cal Revolution; therefore little to be feared, and too 
defpicable to deferve .notice. Thus would wickednefs 
find a cloak in its excefles; the fed would profecute its 
hellifii plots more adively, more confidently, and more 
fuccefsfuily, merely becaufe their objed was fiippofed 
impollible. Society would be diffolved ; our laws, our 
religion, and our property, would be wreHed from us^ 
becaufe we believed them proof againH any attempt. 

Nations would tranquilly Humber oiT the brink of the 
.precipice, and be plunged into deHrudion while they 
confidered the fatal caufe as the delufioii of delirium, 

f See hereafter the Difeourfe on the Myfteries, 
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and finiled on the plots of Illiiminifm. And its foundet* 
forefaw this: for he fays to his adepts, ‘‘ Let the laughers 
laugh, let the fcoffers fcojf; he that cofvpares the pajl %vith 
the prefenty vjill fee that nature continues its courfe %vith^ 
out the pojfetbility of diverting it* Its progrefs is imper* 
ceptibk to the man v)ho is not formed to ohfej ve it; but 
it does not efeape the attention of the PhilofopherJ^ 

Society then calls upon me to develop more than the 
exigence, or even the extent of the plots of the feft— 
I fay, it calls on me loudly to. proclaim the dangers 
which threaten us; yes, the evils which threaten all fo-* 
ciety muft be clearly (hown. A manner of proceeding 
and an artful cunning big with crime> which will 
fpeedily plunge nations into thofe difaflers which they 
may believe chimerical, is to be clearly afeertained* 
I have to unfold the whole of a fyftem, an entire 
code, in wdiich each inftitute, each maxim, each 
regulation, is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolu* 
tion which fliall ftrike fociety a mortal blow. I am 
not then about to inform each citizen that his religion, 
Ids country, his property, that every fociety, people, or 
nation, are menaced ; unfortunately that would'be a 
talk too ealily performed. But I am bound to fay, In 
this horrible plot, fuch are the dangers which threaten 
your country, and fuch the perils that hang over your 
perfons/^ I miift fliow extenlive refources combined 
with confunimate villany, where you imagined that 
nothing exifted but the delirium of modern Philofo- 
pbifm, deflitute of means. 

Weifliaupt, like yourfelves, had forefecn numerous 
obflacles to liis confpiracy ; and it appears that , he had 
even exaggerated them. That for which his mo^ fa¬ 
mous adepts feem to defpife their countrymen, fliould 
be mentioned here as redounding to their honour^ 
Weiftiaupt, furrounded by the faithful Bavarians, faith¬ 
ful to their God and to their country (rather fpeculating 
on the human heart from his books, than clofely ob- 
ferving men in the common intercoiirfe of life), was 
not aware how very much Philofophifm had forward- 
•ed his fyftems.f The generation which had attained 
the age of manhood appeared too much infefted with 
the antiquated ideas on religion and government. But^ 

* See hereafter the Difeourfe on the Myfteries. 

I See the lall Obfervations of Philo. 
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unfortunately, fads foon undeceived him, and this error 
only ferved, by deferring his hopes, to turn his mind to 
farther precautions and meditations, which fooner or 
later were to render his fuccefs infallible. He would 
fay to himfelf, he would fay to his trufty brethren, 
According to my vievjs, I cannot employ men as they 
are; I mnji form them; each clafs of my order miiil 
be a preparatory fchool for the next; and all this 
miift necelfarily be the work of time.’^* Blit to ac¬ 
celerate the time he caft his eyes on that clafs of young 
men, which, juft entering the world, eafily fall a prey 
to error, becaufe at that age they are under the influ¬ 
ence of their paflions. I fliall hereafter fliow what it 
was that both fliortened the time^ and abridged their 
education, in prefenting him with whole legions of 
adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firft necet 
fary, however, that the reader fhould be acquainted 
with the profundity of his fyftem; becaufe, had the 
French revolution not taken place, that fyftem would 
alone have fufficed to render it certain and infallible ; 
for could the French Revolution be done away at the 
prefent moment, and the ancient regimen be reftored, 
this code would furnifli Illuminifm with all the means 
of effectuating one that fhould be ftill more difaftrous. 
Let us then ftudy it, let us diffipate the cloud in which 
it is enveloped. Reader, your own iiitereft requires 
that you fliould follow our fteps; and obferve all the 
fnares that have been laid for you ; fee with what art 
its difciples are beguiled, with what precaution it 
choofes, calls, and difpofes its adepts. Its proceedings 
appear indeed to be flow, but they are neverthelefs 
fure. ^ It feems to exhauft all its art to acquire a Angle 
profelyte, but the fame allurements' attraCl whole le¬ 
gions. Its fprings are fecret, but the reader mu ft know 
their power and with what conftancy they move toward 
and direct the common ruin. He has feen the people 
agitated, animated, and even mifled to ferocity; but 
he muft alfo be informed how thofe adepts were 
created who fanaticifed the people and rendered them 
ferocious. 

Weifliaupt lays down as an invariable and Infallible 
principle, that the grand art of rendering any revg- 
* Original Writings, Vol. 1 . Let. to Cato, 

Vol. III. £ 
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lution whatfoever certain—is to enlighten tlie people^ 
—and to enlighten them is, infenfibiy to turn the piilv 
lie opinion to the adoption of thoie changes which 
are the given objeft of the intendeel revolution. 

When that objed cannot be pronuilged without 
expofing him that has conceived it to public ven- 
geance, he muft know how to propagate his opinions 

IN SECRET SOCIETIES. 

When the objei^t is an iiniverfal Revolution, all the 
members of tliefe focieties, aiming at the fame point, 
and aiding each other, mull find mtamof govejiimg f/;- 
vifibly^ and vnthoiit any appearance of violent ineafiireSy 
not only the higher and more dij{ingnifl?ed cUifs of any 
particular JlatCy but men of alljbations, of all nation Sy 
and of eveiy religion-^^Infinuate the fame fpirit eveiy 
vjhere-~*In Jilence, but with the greatejt adivity pofiblcy 
diced the f uttered inhabitants of the earth toward the 
fame pohitP This is what he calls the grand prob¬ 
lem on the polity of flates, on which he grounds the 
force of fecret focieties, and on which the empire of his 
Illuminifm was to reft.* 

This empire once eftabliflied by means of the union 
and multitude of the adepts, let force fiicceed to the 
invilible power. I'ie the hands of thofi who refiji; 
fubdue and JHfie wickednfs in the germf^ that is to 
fay, crufti thofe whoiu you have not been able to con- 
vince.f He that teaches fuch doftrines is not to be look¬ 
ed on as a weak enemy. When Weifhaupt referved 
them for his myfteries, as well as the revelation of his 
ultimate objeft, he knew too well that they were only 
fitted for men who had long been trained to view them 
as the lelTons of nature and of philofophy; and ihould he 
meet with any who had anticipated them, it would only 
abridge their noviciate. But he needed nothing lefs 
than a whole gcnei*ation. It was therefore to miilti]>ly 
the number of the adepts, to difpofe them by infenfilde 
degrees to receive his dodrines; by an invifible hand to 
diretft their ideas, their wiflies, their actions, and their 
combined efforts, that the code of laws which he fram¬ 
ed for Illuminifm conftantly tended. 

Its divifion. ’ According to thefe laws, the fe<ft is divided into two 
grand clafles, and each of thefe again fnbdivided into lef- 
fer degrees proportionate to the progrefs of the adepts. 

* See the DiTcourfe on the Myfteries. f Ibid, 
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The firjl clafs is that of Preparation. It contains 
four degrees, thofe of Novice, of Miuci val, of Minor 
Illiunhiee or Illuminctus Minor, and of Major Illiimlnee 
or llliiminatiis Major, 

Some intermediary, degrees belong to the clafs of 
Frepajiation, which may be called of Intrnjion; fiicli 
are thole whicli the feft have borrowed from Frcema- 
fmry, as a means of propagation. Of thefe maionic 
degrees the code of Illinuinees (ulunt the three firjl with- 
out any alteration: it adapts more particularly to tlie 
views of the fed the degree of Scotch Knight as an ul-. 
timate preparation for its myfterics, and it is (tiled the 
degree of Dire ding Illmnlnce or Illuiniuatiis Dirigens, 
fecond chfis is that of the Mysteries,. and tliis is 
fubdivided into the lejfer and greater myjicries. The 
lejfcr comprehend the priellhotjd and adminifti-ation of 
the fed, or die degrees of Priejis and of Regents or 
Princes. 

In the greater fnv/leries are comprized the two de¬ 
grees of Magi or Philofopher and of the Man King,^ 
The Bled of the latter compofe the council and the de^ 
gree of Areopagttes.^ 

In all thefe clafles and in every degree, there is a 
part of the iitmoft confequence, and which is common 
to all die Brethren. It is that employment known in 
the code by the appellation of Brother Infinuator or 
Recruiter^,. The whole ftrength of the fed depends 
on this partit is that which furniflies members to the 
different degrees; and Weifliaupt, well knowing the 
importance of the talk, turned all his genius toward it. 
Let us therefore begin by. direding our attention to the 
difeovery of it. 


See the Original Writings, Chap, II. Part-II. page 8. and the laft 
Obfervatlon of Philo, page 89, &c. &c. 

f This is not a term of my invention; it really is to be found in the . 
code. Infinuator or Atfu'crbcr (fignifying recruiter) are the twa words . 
generally made ufe of to exprefs this character. 
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CHAP. III. 

Fir/l Part of the Code of the Illinnineeu—Of tl^e B,rotl?cr 
Infuinatory or the Keen titer, 

Objea of T) Y the appellation of Brother hfinuator, is to. be 
the infinua- JD underftood the Illuminee vvhofe peculiar office is 
to make profelytes for the feft. Some brethren were 
more paiticiilarly inftru^led for that end ; they mightj, 
indeed, be called the Apollles or Miflionaries of the 
Order, being thofe whom the fuperiors fent to tlie 
different towns and provinces, and even into diftant 
countries, to propagate its doftrines and to eftablifli 
new Lodges. Thefe had received, in addition to the 
common rules, farther inftruftions peculiar to the high¬ 
er degrees. Thefe (as Weifliaupt writes) may fome- 
tlmes be the moft imbeciley and at other times the mod 
ingenious of the Brotherhood.’*^ From the former he 
can depend on a blind obedience to the rules he lay^ 
down, which are never to be deviated from ; and with 
refpeft to the latter, provided they be zealous and 
pundual, Ihoiild they even tranfgrefs any of the laws, 
it would not be in fuch a manner as to commit either 
their own fafety or that of the Order ; and they would 
foon make amends for their indiferetion by feme new 
artifice. But, whatever may be the fenfe of the Illu¬ 
minee, he is obliged once or twice in his life to aft the 
part of Brother Iniinuator, and that with a certain 
fuccefs, by the acquifition of two or three profelytes, 
under pain of perpetually remaining in the lower de¬ 
grees. Some Brethren of high rank may have been 
difpenfed from this formality ; but as to the generality 
of them there exifts a pofitive law on that point.* To 
ftimulate the zeal of the Brethren, the Infii^uator is by 
tlie laws of the code eftabliflied fuperior over every 
novice that he has gained to the Order : It is exprefied 
as follows : Every Illuminee may form to himfelf a 

petty empire ; and from his littknefsy emerge to great^^ 
nefs and po-ioer,^- 

* Original Writings. The Statutes reformed. Art. 18. f Ibid. 
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Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every Illu- 
minee for the propagation of the feft ; and this is the' > 

part which firlt claims our attention, in order that we . 
may be able to form an idea of the immenfurablc 
powers of Weifhaupt for feduclion. 

This part may be faid to be fubdivided into three. Part. I. of 
The rules laid down are, firft, thofe which are to guide miflion. 
the Brother Infuiuator in the choice of perfons to be 
admitted or excluded ; then follow thofe which are to dates, 
teach him how to entice into the order thofe perfons 
whom he has judged proper for it; and laftly come 
thofe rules and arts by which novices are to be formed, 
and even involved in Illuminifm before they arc of¬ 
ficially admitted. 

In order to judge of the qualifications of the per¬ 
fons vyhom he may enlift, every Illuminee is to begin 
by procuring tablets^ which he is to keep in the form * 
of a Journal; and this is his Diary, Affiduoiifly prying 
into every thing that fiirrounds him, he mull vigilantly 
obferve all perfons with whom he becomes acquainted, 
or whom he meets in company, without exception of 
relations, friends, enemies, or entire ftrangers; he muft 
endeavour to difeover their ftrong and their weak fide; 
their paffions and prejudices j their intimacies, and, 
above all, their aftions, interefts and fortune ; in a 
word, every thing relating to them : and the remarks 
of every day he muft enter in his Diary. 

A twofold advantage is to be reaped from thefe par¬ 
ticulars of information; firft, by the order in general 
and its fuperiors; fecondly, by the adept himfelf. Twice 
every month he will make a general ftatement of his 
obfervations, and he will tranfmit it to his fuperiors. 

By thefe means the Order will be informed what men, 
in every town or village, are friendly or inimical to it.. 

The means of gaining over the one. or deftroying the 
other will naturally occur. With refpeft to the In- 
finuator, he. will learn how to judge of thofe who are 
proper perfons to be received or rejefted, and he will 
carefully infert his reafons for the adniillion or i‘eje(ftioii 
of thofe perfons in his monthly ftatements."^ 

* Original Writings.—The Statutes reformed, Art. 9, 13, and follow¬ 
ing.—Iiiftru( 5 lions for the Infmuators, Sedt. XI, No. for tiie Iniinu- 
ated Nos. I, 3, 5, &c.—Let. the 4th to Ajajt 
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Tlie Recruiting Brother will carefully guard againft 
giving the moft dillant hint that he is an Illuminee.: 
This law is peremptory for the Bretliren, but more par¬ 
ticularly for all the IiijhiuatorSy whofe fuccefsmay oftea 
elfentially depend on it. It is to them that the legiflator 
fo ftrongly recommends all that exterior of virtue and 
of perfeftion, that care of fliiinning all publick fcandals 
which might deprive them of their afcendancy over the 
minds of thofe whom they feek to entice into the Or¬ 
der.* The law exprefsly ia)^, “ Apply yoiirfilvcs to the 
acquiring of interior and exterior perfedion but left 
they ihould conceive that this perfeclion even hinted at. 
the maftering of their pallioiis, and at renouncing the 
pleafures of the world, he adds, Attend particularly ta 
the art of dilfembling and of difguifmg your actions, the 
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate iiita 
their inmoft thoughts. Die kiinji zu erkrfien fich zii 
verflelleUy undere zu heohachtrn^ und cuts zu forschend^^ 
It is for that reafon that thefe three great precepts are 
to be found in the fummary of the Code: hold thy 

TONGUE-BE PERFECT-DISGUISE THYSELF- ahnoft fol¬ 

lowing each other in the fame page, and ferving as an< 
explanation of each other.f 

VtTio are to Having made himfelf perfectly mafter of thefe pre- 
be exclu- ccpts, and particularly of the laft, the Infmmtor is next 
to turn his attention to thofe perfons whom he may ad¬ 
mit or ought to rejeft. He is not to admit into the Or^ 
der either Pagans or Jews ; but he is equally to rejeft 
all religious; and above all to flmn the Ex-Jefuiis as he 
vjould the plague. Oi'dens geijiliche durfen nie aufgenonu 
men ueerdeuy imd die Exdjefuiten foil man me die peji 
fliehen.X 

The caufe of fuch exclufions is obvious. To fpeak 
of religion, and admit, without any precaution, Jews, 
Turks and Pagans, would be too open a manifeftation 
of what their religion was; and not to rejed: religious, 
would be expoling themfelves to be betrayed by their 
own adepts. 

Unlefs they gave evident figns of a fmcere amend¬ 
ment, all indifereet talkers were to be rejected; and 

* See Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. i, and 9. 

•j- Original Writings, Vol. L p. 40. Nos. 4 , 6, and 8 . 

\ The Lafi: Works of Spartacus and Philo.—Inftru^lion for the Sta- 
tionar)-- Prcfedls and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the ^d.—And Original. 
Writings, Inftrudlio pro Recipientibus, Nos. i, and 5. 
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dlo thofe men wliofe pride, or head-ftrong, interefted, 
and inconftant minds denoted that it would be impoHi- 
ble to infufe into them that zeal lo neceirary for the 
Order •, all thofe again, whofe drunken exceffes might 
injure that reputation of virtue which the Order was to 
acquire ; all tliofe, in lliort, whofe meannels and groil- 
nefs of manners would render tliem too untradable to 
give hope for their ever becoming pliant and ufeful* 
Leave thofe brutes^ thofe clowfiif? md thick-^headed 
feU/nvsP he exclaims in his Cha])tcr on Exclufions; but, 
though he excluded thefe thick-headed fellows, Weif- 
liaupt was aware that there exifted a good fort of be¬ 
ings which fome might call ftupid, but who are not to 
be told fo, as advantage may be taken of their ftupidi- 
ty. Such were, for example, a Baron D^Ert^ and many 
others, who holding a certain rank in the world, though 
cleftitnte of common fenfe, have at leaft their riches to 
recommend them. “ fhefe are a good fort of beingsf 
fays our illuminizing legiflator; they are neceffary be- 
ings. They augment our number and fill our coffers, 
aiigent numeriim et cerarinm. Courage then 1 and 
make thefe gentry fwallow the bait; but beware of 
communicating to them our fecrets; For this fpecies 
of adept muji always be petfmded that the degree they 
are in is the highejiPy 

Indeed, there is a fort of half exclufion for princes. 
The Code ordains that they flaall ieldom be admitted, 
and even when they are, fliall fcarcely ever rife beyond 
the degree of Scotch Knight ; or, in other words, they 
are never to pafs the threfliold of the myfteries. Here¬ 
after we fliall fee the Legiilator finding an expedient 
for introducing them beyond that degree, but ftill 
without giving them any further infiglit into the myf- 
terics and being particularly careful to hide from 
them certain Laws of the Order.§ 

I cannot take upon myfdf to fay, whether a fimilar 
expedient had been found as an exception to the gene- 
tal rule which excluded women ; but it is certain, that 
this law was, during a long time at leaft, only provi- 
fional; and many of the brethren fought to revoke it. 

* Inflrudio pro Recipientibus, page 94, and AVeifliaiipt’s I.etters, 
palbni. 

f Original Writings. See the firfl Letters to Ajax and Cato, 
j: Sec Degree of Regent, page 154, Letter N. 

§ See InUrudigiis for the tioviueial, No. i 6 . 
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Freemafonry had its female adepts, and the Illiiminees 
Flap for the wiflied to have theirs. The plan is written in Zwack^s 
own hand-writing, and he was the inoft intimate friend 
and confidant of Weifliaiipt, in fliort, his hicomparable 
man. It is couched in the following terms : 

Plan for an Order ofJVQnien.*^-^\m Order fliall be 
.fnbdivided into two cLiiles, each forming a feparate fo- 
ciety, and having a dififerent fecret. Ihe firft ihall be 
compofed of virtuous women ; the fecond, of the wild, 
the giddy, and the voluptuous, aiifcbvcifcndm, 

13 oth clafles are to be ignorant that they are under 
the direction of men. The two fiiperiors are to be 
I perfuaded that they are under a mother Lodge of the 

fame fex, which tranfmits its orders; though in reality 
thefe orders are to be tranfmitted by men. 

Tlie Brethren who are intruded with this fuperin- 
tendance flialj forward their inftrunions without mak¬ 
ing themfeIves known. They fliall conduft the firft, 
by promoting the reading of good books, but fliall 
form the latter to the arts oi Jicretly gratifying their 
paffionSy durch begringiing ibrer Icidoifcbaften im ver* 
borgenenP 

A preliminary difeourfe prefixed to this plan points 
out the object and future fervices of thefe illuminized 
fillers. The advantages which the real order would 
reap from this female order would be, firfl, the money 
which the fiflerhood would pay at their initiation ; and, 
fecondly, a heavy tax upon their curiofity, under the 
fiippofition of fecrets that are to be learned. And ibis 
ajfociation might moreover ferve to gratify tbofe brethren 
vjbo had a turn for fenfual pieafiu'eP^' 

A lift and defeription of eighty-five young ladies of 
Manheim accompanied this projed of Zwack, very 
properly furnamed the Cato of IlluminiftTi; from among 
whom, in all probability, the founders of thefe two 
clafles were to be chofen. Circumftances not having 
favoured our modern Cato’s views, we obferve feveral 
other adepts propofing fimilar plans. An aflelTor of 
the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlaar of the name of 
Diffurtj known among the Illiiminees by that of Mi¬ 
nos ^ and who rofe to the degree of Kegenty and to the 
dignity of Provincial, feemed to difpute the honor of 
this invention, both with Brother Hercules and even 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Sed. V, 
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with Cato hiinfelf: We mufl: allow, at leafl:> ^liat no¬ 
body was more anxious for the execution of the projeft 
than he was. He had already fubmitted his ideas to 
the Baron Knigge, and he applies anew to Weifliaupt. 
He even dcfpairs of ever bringing men to the grand 
objed of the order without the fupport of female 
adepts. Indeed, fo ardent is his 7.eal, that he makes 
an offer of his own wife and his four danghters-in-law 
to be the farfl adepts. The elded was exaftly the per- 
fon for the philofophized fiderhood ; fhe was four-and- 
twenty years of age, and %mth refped to religion her 
ideas 'were far above thofe ofherfex; tliey were model¬ 
led oil her father^s. He liad attained to the degrees of 
Kegeiit and Prince of the Illiiminees, and file would 
have been Regent and Princefs^ In the higher myde- 
ries, together with Ptolemy’s wife> we dioiild have 
feen the one correfponding with her father, the other 
with her hufband. Thefe illuminized Princeffes would 
be the only two perfons of the order who fliould know- 
that they were all under the direftion of men. 
They Would prefide over the trials and receptions of 
Minervals^ and would initiate thofe whom they judged 
worthy into the grand projefts of the fiderliood for the 
reform of governments and the happinefs of mankind.^ 
But, notwithdanding all the plans and zeal of the 
Brethren) it does not appear that the legillator ever 
confented to the edablidiment of the fiderhood. Yet 
he fupplied the want of fiich an inditntion by fecret 
indruftions which he gave the Regents on the means 
of making the influence of women over men fubfervh 
ent to the order without initiating them in any of the 
fecrets. He fays, that the fair fex having the greated 
part of the world at their difpofition, no jhidy was more 
worthy of the adept than the art of flattery in order 
to gain them ; that they were all more or lefs led 
by vanity, curiofity, the pleafiircs or the love of no- 
velty; that it was on that fide they were to he ar- 
tacked, and by that they were to be rendered fer- 
viceable to die order.”f He neverthekfs continued 
to exclude great talkers and women from all the de- 

* Orlo^inal Writlnjrs, Vol. I. let. of Minos, p. 1C9, 
f Sec the New Works of Spartucus and Philo, and Inflin^lions fpr 
the degree of Regent, No. 6. 
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grees, nor, was tlie fixth article of his indriiciions for 
the Infimiator refcindech 

Who arc to • Notwithftaiiding all thcfc exclufion?; the legill:.!t()r 
be chofen. leaves a fiifficient fcope wherein the Infimiator may x- 
ercife his zeal. He recommends gen^erally young iiicn 
of all (lations from eighteen to thirty ; but more 
ticiilarly thofe whofe educations were not compleud^ 
either becaufe he thought they would more eahly im-, 
bibe his principles, or would be more grateful and 
more zealous for doftrines for wliich they were indebt¬ 
ed folely to him.f 

But this preference is not an exclufion for men of a 
certain age, provided they are not paft fervice, and 
are already imbued with the principles of llliiminifm.J 
This, however, chiefly regards thofe perfoifs whofe rank 
in life can give coJifequeuce and afford pvotedion to the 
order. The Recruiters are particularly inflruclcd to 
infinuate themfelves into the good opinion of fuch per-- 
fons, and if poffiblc to entice them into the order. 

There is yet another fpecies of men, who have fpeech 
as it were at command ; fuch as attornies, counfellurs, 
and even phyficians. Thofe are worth having/^ fays 
Weifliaiipt; but they are fomethnes real devils, fo 
difficult are they tO\be led ; they however are worth 
havino; vjhen they can be gained over.^^* 

The Infinuator is alfo to admit artifls, mechanics of 
all profeilions, painters, engravers, wliite-finiths and, 
black-fmiths; but above all bookfellers, thofe who keep 
poft-liorfes, and fchool-maflers. Hereafter tl:‘c reader 
will fee the ufe for which thefe men were intended.§ 

To yet another clafs of men our legillator often calls. 
the attention of the Infinuator; Seek me out, for 
examplef fays Weifliaupt, the dexterous and daffi- 
iug youths-, iVe mujl have adepts vjho are tn(iuita~- 
tingy vitrigulngy full of refourcCy bold and enterprJfuug;- 
they muJl alfo be flexible and iraclablcy obedient, docile^* 
and fociahlc. Seek out alfo thofe. who’are diflin- 
guiflied by their powery nobility, richesy or learningy 
nobiles, potentes, divites, doftos, qiiaei ite-—Spare * 

f Orig. Writ. Inllni^friones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, No. 4; and < 
Page 55, No. 18. 

^ Ibid. V<> 1 . II. Part the 2d, ScAion aiid degree of Regent. 

Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. to Ajax. 

§ See Infirudlions for the Infinuator, No. 4.—Weilhaupt’* Letters/ 
pallim—and th? degree of Regent. 
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^ no pains, {pare nothing, in the acqiiifition of fuch 
adepts. If heaven refiife its aidance, conjure hell. 

“ FleBcre ft neqiieas fuperos^ Achcronta 7no’veto''* 

’ With refped; to religions, he prefers the difciples of 
Luther and Calvin to the Roman Catholics, and greatly 
prefers the former to the latter. This didinftion 
ihould alone fiiffice to open the eyes of many who wiQi 
to perfuade themfeWes that the whole of the revolution¬ 
ary fury is aimed at the Roman. Catholic religiom 
This motley crew certainly did the Catholics the ho*- 
Hour of direfting their fliafts more pointedly at'them, 
.as ftrenuoiis opponehts of their impiety and of their re¬ 
ligious and civil anarchy; but it was to,preferve the 
Proteftant religion that Weiflaaupt gives- them fucli a 
preference, in hopes, of making th^m fubfervient to his 
plots? That* he did give fuch, a preference cannot be 
doubted, \yhen we/lee him exprefsly writing to an 
.adept whom he had'Commiflioiied to look out for a 
•perfon propei: to, he received into the higher mylleries 
and to found a new* colony of Illuminces,—wre this 
mail a Protejhnt I Jlrndd like him pinch djetter,---JVMre 
ts .cm Protejiaut, fo %vare es mir taU'Jb lieber.f W.eif- 
haupPs moft* famous adept .conftantly- manifells 
fame.predHeftion ; .he even wiflies tp retrench certain 
parts of the inyfteries that he inay not alarm the Ca¬ 
tholics, and feems always to. hint at Frederic the Ild^s 
faying, 7Ke Protejiarits go on briJker.X Moll: certainly 
this proves^-hey(3nd a poflibility of doubt,,,-that the de- 
ftrudion.ofL all Proteftant laws,, whether civil or reli¬ 
gious,'had place .in .their plans/ Nor were the Pro- 
ceftants of Germany the dupes of? fuch a policy, as 
many of the moft: determined antagonifts of llluminifin 
were of that religion. 

< Further. ho wiflies'to.entice men into his.order who 
have fixed refideiices in towns, fuch as merchants and 
canonsy who .might afliduoully propagate his doftrinesj 
and eftablifli/them in their neighbourhoods;^, 

The Recruiter rimift life every,art. (for an obvious 
rc'afon) to fibooluiAjlerSyim^ to inlinuate his 

* Ibid. J.et. 3d to Ajii^c. * • 

'f Orig;. Writ- Vol. I. Let. to Tiberius, p. 223. 
i See Vol. I. pnge 33. 

§ Inrcructious for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Part II, Nq>. 
3, page 26. 
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dodrines into, and'^gain adepts in the military acadenner^ 
and other places of education; he is even to attempt the 
fednftion of the fiiperiors of ccckfiajlical feminaries,% 

He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince's ofH- 
cers, whether preiiding over provinces, or attending 
him in his councils. He that has fncceedcd in this 
has done niorcf fays the code, than if he had engag^ed 
the Frince himfelf,^ In fine, the Provincial, or the 
^^ diief Infinuator, is to recruit every thing that can be 
tainted with Illuminifm, or can be ferviceable to its 
caule.’'t ' , 

The following extraordinary inftrudions are alfo 
given by Weifliaupt refpefting the choice of adepts : 

Above all things (he fays to his Inlinuators) pay atten- 
*^‘>tion to the figure, and feled the well-made men and 
handfome young fellows. They are generally of enga- 
ging manners and nice feelings. When properly form- 
*^ed, they are the bell: adapted for riegociations; for firft 
^^ appearances prepoflefs in their favour. It is true, they 
have not the depth that men of more gloomy coun- 
tenances often have. They are not the perfins to be 
entrujied vjith a revolt^ or the care of Jiirring up the 
people ; but it is for that very reafon that we mnft 
know how to 'choofc our agents. ^ I am particularly 
fond of thofe men whofe very foul is painted in their 
eyes, whofe foreheads are high, and wKofe coiinte- 
nances are open. Above all, examine well the eyes, 
for they are the very mirrors ofxthe heart and foul; 
Obferve the look> the gait, the voice.' Every extern 
appearance leads us to difiinguifli thofe who are 
^^'fit for our fchool.§ i 

• Seled: thofe in particidar nijho have 'met ^vith misfor* 
tunes^ 720t from accidents, but by fome ad of injuftice; 
that is to fay, in other words, the discontented ; far 
^^ fuch ay'e the men to be called into the bofom of Ilhimhu 
ifm, as' into their proper ajyhimd^^ . 

Let not the reader already exclaim, How deep are 
the views of this illuminizing Sophifter! How has he 
forefeen every point I With what difeernment does he 
lay his fnares to entrap thofe who are to be the future 

^ IhlJ. Nos, II and 13, 

' * Ibid. No. 15. f Ibid. Na i8. 

Let. iith to Marins and Cato. 

^ lnilru( 5 l:ion for the Local Superiors, letter 11 . 
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agents of his plots] The reader yet feen merely 

a fchediile of thofe perfons who may be admitted or 
rejeded ; but that does not fuffickntly fecure the order 
with refptd to the eledions which the lidinuator may 
have made. Before he undertakes the initiation of any 
perfon whom he may have thought proper, he is to make 
a flatement from his diary of every thing that he may 
have obferved with refped to his morals, opinions, con- 
dud, and even of his connedions in life. He is to fub- 
init this flatement to his fuperiors, who will compa.re'-t 
with the notes they are already in polFellion of, or may 
acquire from other adepts, refpeding the candidate, *or 
even with a new ftatement, in cafe they judge the lal^ 
to be infufficient. Even when the choice made by the 
Infmuator is approved of, all is not fettled ; the fuperi- 
ors have to determine which of the Jnlinuators is to be 
entrufted with the care of enticing the approved perfon 
into the order: for all this is forefeen in the code. It 
is nor allowed to all the brethren to ;exercife promifeu- 
piifly fo important a trud among the prophane, though 
they may have pointed out the perfon proper for recep¬ 
tion. The young adept is not to meafure liis (Irengtli 
with the man \yhp has the advantage over him in years 
and experience, nor; .is the tradefniaii-to undertake the 
magiftrate. TJie fuperior is to name the mod proper 
Infiiniator, judging from the circumdances, age, merits, 
dignities, or talents of the future candidate.* At lengtJi, 
when the miffion^ is given, the Ipfinuator begins to lay 
his fnares.—-Such is. tf^e fecond part of this, extraordina* 
ry funftionary, and all his.fubfequent deps are regulated 
by the code.' - 

.'Candidate,,,in the.ordinary acceptation of the word, 
means a perfon >vho has fhpwn a dcfire or taken fome ticTIhe 
fteps. to enter into Tome order, or to acquire Tome dig» Candidates, 
nity, In Illuminifin it means the perfon on whom the 
prder has fixed its attention. It often happens that the 
candidate is ignorant of the very exidence of the feft. 

It is the Inlinuator^s bufinefs to infpire him with the 
\yilh of entering it. To accomplifli this grand objed^ 
t\yo different methods are inculcated. . The fird is, for 
the Infiniiator who has fome candidate in view remark¬ 
able for his fciencc, or of a ceitain age. The fecond, 

* Inftruiftiones pro Recipientibus. Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Nos. J and 7, 
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for him who is enOTifted with young men fi om eigh¬ 
teen to thirty, and who are fiifceptible of a fecund edu¬ 
cation’. A third' method was propofed for workmen-, 
and thofe clowniflfi fellows whofe education had beeri 
but little attended to. We may obferve Weidiaupt 
confulting with his confidant Zwack on this part of the 
code ; but whether it was never dig(^fted, or that he 
faw the Infinuators could eafily fiipply the defeft, no 
further mention is made of the third method. Let us 
tJien examine the cfience of the firft two. 

^To exemplify the fird method, let us fiippofe one of 
thofe men who have gone through a complete courfe 
of modern Philofophifm, whof fiiould they not feoff at 
Chriftianily, woilld at lead hefitate at every thing which 
is called religion for the code forewaims the Infinua- 
tor, that his efforts would be vain fliould he attempt to 
ftduce Philofophefs!. of another damp,’ inen of found 
judgment, and who’ would never be’ paVtizans of doc¬ 
trines which could'not endure the light of Irroad day. 
But v/hen he fliall have difeovered one of The former 
who has already pretty well imbibed the principles of 
the feed, he wiU alTume the charaffer of a Philofopher 
well Verfed in the myderies of antiquity:’ He will have 
little difficultyMh aiding'fuch a parf, as lie will find 
ample indruftiohs in the edde^ To follow- thofe ih- 
ftruedions faithfully, he mud begin by defcantihg oil 
the fupreme'felicity of being verfed In’fcieiiccs which 
few can approach, ’ of walking-in the paths of light 
while the^vulgaf are groping in darknefs. He mud 
remark, that; tliefi*e exid doedrihes folely tranfmittecl 
by fecret traditions, becaufe they are above the 
compreheniion of common minds.' 'In proof of his 
affertions he will cite the Gymnofophids in the Indies,' 
the Prieds of Ifis in Egypt, and 'thqfe of Eleiilis 'and 
the Pythagorean fchool in Greede.^^/ He will fcleid 
certain fentehces'from Cicero, Seneca, Aridides, and 
Ifocrates; and, led he fhbiild ever be taken unawares^ 
he will learn thbfe'hy heart which the legiilator has 
carefully infer ted jiV'the code. Thbiigh it would be 
very eafy to demoridrate from thofe very authors, that 
the ancient myderies laid down no fixecrprinciples qri 
the important points of the Providence of God^ and of 
the origin and order of the univerfcy the Iiifinuator is 
ueverthelefs to quote thofe texts to prove that there 
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flcifls Cl fc*cret cloftnne on tbefe objccls, and above all a 
doftrine calculattil to render life more agree able ^ and 
pain moie fupportable ; and to enlarge our ideas on the 
majt'fh of God, “ Lee him addj that all the lages of 
antiquity were acquainted with tlicfe doftrines; let 
him inliit on the uncertainty that man is in with refpedt 
to the nature of the fotif its IniniortaHiVy and its future 
dejiiny. He will then found his candidate, to know 
whether he would not rejoice at having fome fatisfac- 
tory anfwers on ol'jjcds of fuch great importance. At 
the fame time he will hint that he has had the happinds 
of being* initiated into thefe doftrines, and that, lliould 
die candidate wilTi it, he would do his bed: to procure 
him the fame felicity; but tliat it was a fcience gradu¬ 
ally imparted, and that certain men poffelfed the talent 
of guiding him from a diflance, of leading him to the 
difeovery of this new w^orld, and that without being 
ever in his prefencc.* 

When the lufinuator has by fuch language facceeded 
in exciting the curiolity of his candidate, he mail then 
afeertain his opinions on fome particular articles. He 
will propofe the difciiffion of certain queftions in writ-’ 
ing, and of certain principles, as the groundwork on 
which they are in future to proceed. The code does 
not determine what thefe queftions are to-be, becaufe 
tliey vary according to the political and religious difpo- 
fitions which fhe 4nfinuatoi* may have obferved in the 
candidate. Should thefe diifertations no way agree 
with the principles of the feft, the Infiniiator will aban¬ 
don his prey. Should the fophiG-icated candidate, or 
the man of importance, be found properly difpofed, he 
will be admitted to the very threlhold of the myfte- 
ries. The Infinuator will limply explain the inferior 
degrees to him, and mention the clivers trials which the 
order has difpenfed with in confideration of his merit.f 

Notwithftanding the artifice obfervable in this me¬ 
thod, it is [fill rel’erved for thofe who need only to be- 
acquainted with llluminifm to adopt its tenets. But 
fiiould the Infinuator be entrufted with a young candi¬ 
date or with one wliofe principles no way coincide with 
thofe of the feft, and who is yet to be formed; it is then 
that Wcilliaupt developcs that immenfe theory of arf 

* Original Writing?, Vol. II. Part II. Se( 51 :, I. 

.-f Writing^;, Vvl. 11 , Part II. Sad, I. 
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and cimnincr by which he is infeiiiibly to enfnare hh 
vidims. Let‘your lirft care/^ he fays to the infinua- 
tors, “ be to gain the afFedion, the confidence, and the 
erteem of thofe perfons whom you are to entice into 
the order—let your whole conduct be fuch, that they 
fliall furmife fomething more in you than you wifii 
to iliow—liint that you belong to fomc fecret and 
powerful fociety-^excite little by little, and not at 
once, a wilh in your candidate to belong to a fimilar 
focicty—Certain arguments and certain books which 
the iiifinuator mnfl have, will greatly confribiite to 
raife fuch a wifli; fuch are, for example, thofe which 
treat of the union and ftrength of alfociations.’^' 
The Legiflator then carefully adds a lift of thofe books, 
and the order charges itfelf with the care of furnilking- 
a certain number of them to tlie adepts. The works 
of McinerSy and particularly of Bajfadoxvs^ are frequent* 
ly recommended by Weiihaupt, as the beft fitted to in-' 
fpire their readers with the love and principles of fecret 
focieties. But nothing can equal the art with which he’ 
himfelf has drawn up the reafons, by the help of which- 
the Infinuator is to perfuade his young candidate of the” 
pretended neceffity for thefe myfterious alTociations* 
One reprefents, for example,’^ fays the code, a 
child in the cradle; one fpeaks of its cries, its tears, 
its weaknefs—One remarks how this child, abandon- 
ed to itfelf, is entirely helplefs; but that, by the help 
of others it acquires ftrength—One fliows how the' 
greatnefs of Princes is derived from the union of their' 
ftibjefts—One exalts the advantages of the ftate of- 
fociety over the ftate of nature—Then one touches 
on the art of knowing and direding mankind—How' 
eafily, you will fay, could one man of parts lead 
hundreds, even thoufands, if he but knew his own 
advantages. This is evidently proved by the organi-* 
zation of armies, and the amazing power which 
princes derive from the union of their fubjects.^^ 
After having defcanted on the advantages of fociety 
In general, touch upon the defeds of civil fociety^ and fay 
how little relief is to be obtained even from one^s beji 
friends,—and how very necejfary it vjoidd be to fupport 
each other in thefe days. Add, that men woidd uinmph 
even over heaven were they but nnited—That it is their . 
illfiinion which fubjeds them to the yoke to be- 
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explained by the fable of the wolf and the two dogSj 
the latter of whom could only be vanqiiiflied by the 
former after he had parted them ; and by many other 
examples of the fame kind which the Infinuator will 
colled.* 

As a proof of what great and important things fecret 
focieties can effeduate, he will adduce the examples of 
the Freemafons, of the myfterious focieties of antiqui¬ 
ty, and even of the Jefuits. He will aflert, that all the 
great events of this world are dependent on hidden 
caufes, which thefe feej-et focieties powerfully influence; 
he will awake in the breajt of his pupil the ckfire of Jeercu 
ly reigning, of preparing in his clofet a new conjiitiition 
for the world, and of governing thofe who think they go* 
vern us.\ 

When you fliall have got thus far,’? fays the code, 

begin to Ihow (as it were unguardedly) that you are 
Dot entirely ignorant of thofe fecrets; throw out fome 
half fentences which may denote it. Should your can¬ 
didate take the hint, prefs him, and return to the 
charge, until you fee him betray fymptoms of a defire 
inflantaneoufly to unite with fiich a fociety. 

The Infinuator, however, who has thus far fuc- 
ceeded in infpiring his pupd with fuch a wifii, has not 
played off every engine with which the code hnsfurniflied 
him. To found the very bottom of his mind, he will 
pretend to confiilt him as if he had been entrufted with 
certain fecrets, he will make objedions on the fecrecy 
of thefe focieties; but fliould they make too much im- 
prellion he will refolve them himfelf. At other times, 
to ftimulate the curiofity of his pupil, he will hold a 
letter in his hand written in a cypher, or he will leave 
it half open on his table, giving his candidate fufficient 
time to obferve the cypher, and then flnit it up with all 
the air of a man who has important correfpondences to 
keep fecret. At other times ftudying the connedions 
and adions of his pupil, he will tell him of certain cir- 
cumftances which the young man will think he has 

* Extract of the TnftruAions for the Brethren charged to enroll and 
recieve the candidates—Original Writings, Vol. 1 . Seeft. IX. and XIL— 
Alfo in the degree of Illuniinatus Major, inftrudtions on the fame objetff, 
Document A. 

f Original Writings, ibid. No. ii and i %—Uluminatttg Major, Doctt- 
toent A, and Letters K. L. 
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learned by means of thefe fecret fopieties, from whom 
nothing is hidden, though they are concealed from all 
the reil of the world.’’^ ' 

Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, according 
as the friendfliip or communicative difpofition of the 
candidate fliall have laid liim more open ; but on the 
other hand, fliould they not fuffice, the Infinuator is not 
on that account to abandon his pnrpofe ; let him try to 
accomplifh by others what he lias failed in himfelf.— 
Let him examine his own conduft, and fee if he has not 
neglefted fome one or more of the imles preferibed in 
the code; let him redouble his attention and his com- 
plaifance. Should it be necefiary to humble himfelf in 
order to command, let not the Infinuator forget the 
formal precept of his legifiator, Learn alfo to aft the 
valet in order to become mafter.” Aitcb zu vjetlen 
den hiecbt gemaebt, nm derehiji berr zu vjerden.-\ 

After fuch a long feries of condcfceiifions and difeuf- 
fions the candidate at length muft pronounce. If he fubmit 
to all thefe infinuations, he is admitted among the novices 
of the order; but fliould he perfift in his refufal, let 
him learn the fate which awaits him from thofe who 
The fate of ^i^ve experienced it. Unhappy, fupremely vjretcbed is 
indocile the yolith %vboni the Illimd'^.iees have fought in vain to 
candidates. « entice into their fed. Should he even efcape their 
fnares, do not let him flatter himfelf with being proof 
againft their hatred; and let him take jcare. The 
vengeance of secret societies is not a common ven- 
geance ; it is the hidden fire of wrath. It is irrecon- 
cilahle, and fcarcely ever does it ceafe the purfiiit of its 
vidbns until it has feen them immolated Such at 
lead: is the account which hiftory gives us of thofe who 
have been guarded enough to withftand the infinua¬ 
tions of the feft, and particularly of thofe who, after 
having gone the firfl: fleps with the Infinuator, have 
refufed to proceed any farther with him. 

- I could cite divers examples; though I once thought 
that I had met with one of a quite oppofite nature, in 
the perfon of Ctmiille de Joiirdan, the fame deputy who 
was to have been involved in the fentence of tranf- 
portation againft Bartheleiny and Pichegru after the 

* Original WTitings, ibid. No, 17 to 22. 
f Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax. 

I Important Advice, (See. by Ho^iiian. Preface to Vol. IL 
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revolution of the 4 t]i of September, but who luckily 
elcaped from the grafj) of the tniimvirate. I heard 
him fpeaking in the higheft terms, of one of thefe In- 
finuators who had for a long time erKleavoured to en¬ 
tice him into the order. He was much aftoniflicd at 
liearing me fpeak of tliefc men as con fu mm ate in all 
tlic arthices of the moft villanoiis hypocrily. He main¬ 
tained that his Illuminee was mild, modelf, and mode¬ 
rate ; full of refpecl for the Gofpel; in a word, one of 
the moft virtuous men he had ever known. In reply, 

I enumerated all the proceedings of the Inliniiator, and 
the artifices he had played off before he quitted his 
prey. _ To all that Mr. Camille anfwered, It is true ; 
fuch was his behaviour : but it was bis zeal for the 
fed which blinded him, and made him have reconrfe' 
to fuch expedients in order to work what he called 
my converlion ; yet, with all that, it was impoffible 
for any body to fpeak of virtue and religion in fo 
imprefiive a*manner as he did without being at leaft 
an honeft man.^^—Well,'^ faid I, I will venture to 
affert, that the lafi attempt of your Infinuator was as 
follows. He propofed to you to give your thoughts 
in writing on certain quefiions; you did fo; your 
opinions proved diredly oppofite to his; he never, 
faw you after, became your implacable enemy, and 
has never fince ceafed calumniating you.” All 
that again,” anfwered Mr. Camille, is very true ; 
nor was it his fault that I did not lofe both friends 
and fortune. Before that affair he iifed to praifc me 
afterwards, however, he reprefented me as a moft 
dangerous man. You cannot conceive what lies he 
invented about me, and I was unfortunate enough to 
" obferve that they had made impreffion.”—Is it pofli- 
ble to be believed ? Mr. Camille could not yet be per- 
fuaded but that his Infinuator was a virtuous man ; fo.. 
profound are tlie arts of hypocrify which are'to be 
imbibed from Wcifliaupt's laws! I was. acquainted with 
two biiliops, who had as completely miftaken the cha-- 
rafters of their Infinuators as Mr. Camille de Jourdan. 

But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I never 
could conceive what this Mr. Stark was whom I faw 
perpetually abufed by the Iliuminees. Nicolai and Mi-, 
rabeau fpared no pains to render him odious to. ths^ 
Vol. HI. G z. 
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Proteftants in Germany; they faid he had received the 
Catholic orders of prielHiood privately,* though every 
thing feemcd to denote that he was a Proteftant. I 
took fome pains to inform'myfeIf who this Mr. Stark 
was, and I found him one of the mod learned Proteft. 
ant minifters in Germany : that his zeal for his religion 
had aquired him the degree of Doftor, and had pre¬ 
ferred him to be Grand Almoner and Counfellor to the 
Landgrave of Hefle Dannftadt; but that in common 
with feveral other learned men, fuch as^ Hoffman and 
Zimmerman, he had had the misfortune of being fought 
after by the Illuminees; that he would not hearken to 
them ; that the Illuminees had exprefied a wifh to have 
an adept near the perfon of the prince, and that he had 
been bold enough to anfwer liis Infinuator, If you 

feek fupporty I am too little and my prince too great to 
proteil yoz^.’^-And every candidate who will make 
the fame refolute ftand againfl: the agents of the order 
muft expert to be repaid with fimilar calumnies. The 
law of the order is invariable and precife, particularly 
with refpeft to thofe whofe talents may be obnoxious 
to Illuminifin. They muji be gained over or ruined in 
the public opinion^ • Such is the text, fo foil man den 
fchrijl Jleller zu gewnnen fuchen oder, veffchreyen 
But it is now time to follow the candidate who has. 
Blown himfelf more docile through the various pre¬ 
paratory degrees. 

* Mirabeau Monarchic Pniflienne, Vol. V. art. Religion^ 

•J- Inflrudlions for the Regent, No. IJ. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Second Part of the Csode of the Ill?w7wces,’-Firf} prepay 
ratory DegreCy of the No^nce and of his Teacher. 

I N the early ftages of Illnminifin the duration of tlie Lcnptb 
time of trial for the Novice was three years, for 
thofe who were not eighteen years of age ; two years ^ ^ • 

for thofe between eighteen and twenty-finn*; and one 
year for thofe who v/ere near thirty.* Circinnftances 
have fince occalionally caiifed the time to be abridged; 
but, whatever may be the difpofitions of the Novice, 
though the time may be difpenfed with, he mnil go 
thrciio-h the different trials, or have ixot the Hart of 
them before he is admitted into the other degrees. 

During this interval he has no otiier iuperior but the 
Inlinuator to whom he is indebted for his vocation, and 
during the whole time of the novitiate, the Inlinuator 
is exprefsly forbidden to inform his pupil of any other 
member of the order. This law was made to Ikreeii 
the order from the dangers which might refiilt from 
any indiferetion of tlie Novice, and to render the Infinu- 
ator alone refponlible in fnch cafes; for fliould the No¬ 
vice unfortunately be an indifereet talker, the code ex¬ 
prefsly fays his imprudence would at moH betray only one T. 

of the brethren.f The firft leffons of the Inlinuator (in 
future his teacher) treat entirely on the importance and secrecy, 
the inviolability of the fecrefy which is to be obferved 
in Illuminifm. He will begin by telling his Novice, 

Silence and fec?'ecy arc the very foul of the order, and 
you will carefully obferve this lilence as well with 
thofe whom you may have only reafon to luppofc arc 
already initiated, as with thofe whom you may here- 
after know really to belong to the order. You will 
remember, that it is a conllant principle among us, 
that ingenuoufnefs is only a virtue with refped to otir 
fuperiors, but that dijiruji and referve are the fiinda^ 
mental principles. You will never reveal to any per- 
fon at prefent or hereafter, the fligbteft circumllance 
relative to your admiffion into the order, the degree 
you have received, nor the time when admitted ; in 
* The Statutes rsforjiied, No. 7. ■{■ The Statutes reformedj No. 16. 
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a word, yon will never fpeak of any object rclafnig 
to the order even before Brethren, without the 
ftrongefl neceffity^^^' 

Under the refl:ri<^ions of this fevere law, one lllunii- 
nee wifi often be ’a ftranger to another ; and the No¬ 
vice will fee in tliis no more than a nieafnre of fafery 
for the order, which might be ruined, by the Icaft in- 
dlfcrcrion.f 

More certainly to afUire liimfclf of the difcrefion of 
the Novice, the Infinuator will give him no further in¬ 
fight, nor entiTilt him with any wiiting relative to the 
order, until he has obtained the following declaration : 

I the underfigned promife upon my honour, and" 
without any refervation, never to reveal either by 
words, fignsoraffions,or inany poflible manner, to any 
perfon whatever, either relations, allies, or moft inti- 
mate friends, any thing that fliall be entrufted to me 
by my Introducer relative to my entrance into a /e-. 
cret focicty ; and this whether my reception'fliall 
take place or not. I fubjeft myfelf the more wil- 
lingly to this fecrecy, as my Introducer ajjiires ms 
that nothing Is ever tranfi^led in this fociety Imrtfid to 
religion, morals, or the Jtate, With refpeft to all writ- 
ings which I may be entrufted with, and letters 
which I may receive concerning the fame objeft, I 
engage myfelf to return them, after having made for 
my foie life the necefiary extrafts.^^f 
Thefe writings or books relative to thp order are 
only lent to the Novice at firft in final! numbers, and 
for a fhort time ; and then he muft promife to keep 
them out of the reach of the profane ; but as he is pro¬ 
moted in rank, he may preferve them for a longer 
time, and is entrufted with a larger quantity ; though 
not without having informed the order of the precau¬ 
tions he fliall have taken, left in cafe of his death any 
of thefe writings fliould fall into profane hands, jj 
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood take 
many other precautions for fecrecy, not only refpeding 
the ftatiites, but even with regard to the very exiftence 

* Orlo;mal Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed. No. 27. 
True Dhiminifm, General Statutes, No. 31, 32. 

"I- Summary of the Statutes, No, 15, B. 

I Original Writings, and the true Ilium, Art. Reverfe. 
j| Inllitntes of the Inilnuated, No. 8. Orig. the real lllummec 
Ko. 7. 
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of the order. He will fee, for example, in its law?, 
that fliould any of the brotherhood fall lick, the other 
brethren are alliduouily to vifit him, in the firll place 
to fortify him, that is to fay, to hinder him from mak¬ 
ing any declarations at the hour of his death ; and, fe- 
condly, to carry away whatever writings relative to the 
order the Tick man may have had in his poffellion, as 
loon as any fymptoms of danger appear.f 

He will at length learn, that to fruftrate all attempts 
to trace even their very exiftence, the order does not 
exijl every where under the same name, but that they 
are to affume the name of fame other order, perhaps 
even of a literary fociety, or meet without any name 
which can attraft the attention of the public. 

The firfi: writing delivered to the Novice, to accuf- 
tom him to profound fecrecy, is what may be called the 
Diftionary of lUuminifm. He miift begin by learning 
the language of the feft, that is to fay, the art of com¬ 
municating with the fuperiors and other adepts without 
the polFibility of being underftood by the profane. 
By means of this language, the Illuminees are to be 
able to correfpond with each other, without running 
the rilk of its being difeovered of what Brother they 
fpeak; from what place, in what language, at what pe¬ 
riod, and to whom, or by whom the letter is written. 

- To avoid the difeovery of perfons, the Novice will 
learn, that no Brother bears the fame name in the 
order which he does in the world; indeed, had he been 
initiated in the higher degrees of Mafonry, he would 
have feen the fame precaution taken, where the Roli- 
crucians receive what they call their Characierijiic or 
their adoptive name. The Novice will receive the 
charafteriftic immediately on his admillioii, and it will 
in fome mcafure imply the parts which he is in future 
to aft in the geneiTd confpiracy. It will he his talk 
ht*reafier to ihidy and write the hiftory of his new pa¬ 
tron ; lie will by this<method recognize in the qualities 
and aftions of his hero the particular fervices which the 
order will expeft from him.* This name will be cho- 
fen as conformably as poffible to the difpolitiQiis ob- 
li^i'vcd in him. Has he fhown any propenfity to repeat 


•|- Statutes of tbe Mincrvp. 1 , No. t 2 . 

Original VVritinos, Vftl I. Imlru^dom ktr the No* 7 b 
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the impieties of PhUofophifin againft the Gorpej, he 
will be clafied with the Celli and Porphiiii, or with the 
Tindals and Shaftefbiirys; lliould his turn be toward 
the hatred oP Kings, or fhould his talents be iudged 
ufePul for the p )lity of the order, then his charac^eriftic 
will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machiavel tribe. He 
will not be told what he is to do to defer'/e his name, 
blit they will contrive that it lhall occur to him. Nei^ 
thcr ' 111 he be told why Weifliaupt afllimed the name 
of SpartacLis (a name fo famous in Rome becaufe he 
w^aged the war of the (laves againft their mafters); but 
fliould he ever be admitted to the higher niyfteries, he 
will eaiiiy recognize the reafon.f 

Hie place from whence they write, as well as the' 
perlbns of whom or to whom they write, is in like 
manner to be kept fecret; a new Geography is there¬ 
fore taught the Novice. He will thence learn, that 
Bavariiiy the country of their founder, is denominated 
Achaia ; Svjiihiay Pamionia ; Franconhy Ailjiriay and 
Tyrol are denoted by Illyria'y Egypt, and Pelopoimefiis ; 
Munich is called Athens ; Bamberg, Antioch ; Infpriick, 
Samos; Vienna in Auftria, Rome; JVurtzhiirg, Car¬ 
thage; Frankfort on the Mein becomes Thebes; and 
Heidelberg Utica. Ingoljiadt, the natal foil of the or¬ 
der, was not fufficicntly denoted by Ephefus ; this pri-. 
vileged town was to be decorated with a more myf- 
terious name, and the profound adepts beftowed on it 
tliat of Elenjis. 

Should tile Novice ever be fent on a million out of 
Ills own country, or to diftant fliores, he will then receive 
farther inftriicftions in the Geography of the (cA.*’ 

He muft allb learn iiow to date his letters, and be 
convcrlant with the Illuminized Hegira or Calendar; 
for air letters which he will receive in future will be 
dated according to the Perfian era, called Jezdegert 
and beginning A. D. 630. The year begins with the 
Illuminees on the firft of Pharavardin, which aiifwers 
to the 21ft of .March. .Their firft month has no lefs 
than forty-one days; the following months, inftead of 
being called May, June, July, Auguft, September, and 
Otftober, are Adarpahajeht, Chardad, Thirmeh, Merded- 
wehy Shaharimehy Mehaiineb: November and Deceui- 

f Original Writings Vol. I. Sec. 4. 

'* Original V^Vitings, Scd:. 1 and 3 . 
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ber are Ahenmehy Adameb: January and February, DU 
meh^ and Bemneh: The month of March only has 
twenty days, and is called Afphandar.^' 

The Novice nauft^^next learn how to decypher the 
letters he may receive ; in order to which, he mufl: 
make hiirifelf mafter of that cypher, which is to ferve 
him until initiated into the higher degrees, when he 
will be entrufted with the hieroglyphics of the Order.f 
He will alfo remember, that he is never to write the 
name of his order; fo venerable a word cannot be 
expofed to prophane eyes, and a circle 0 with a point 
in the middle of it will fupply this facred word, and a 
long fquare or parellelogram □ will denote the word 
Lodge. 

After thefe preliminary ftudies, the young brother 
receives a part of the^code, .under the title oi Statutes 
of the Illuminees. But thefe firft ftatiites are nothing 
more than a fnare, and the young Novice, with plea- 
fure no doubt, fees them begin with tlie following 
words : I 

For the tranquillity and fecurity of all the Bre- 
thren, whether Novices or adive^ Members of the 
Society, and to prevent all ill-grounded fufpicions, 
or difagreeable doubts, the venerable order declares, 
that it abfolutely has in view no projedy enterprize^ 
or undertaking hurtful to the fiate, to religiony or to- 
good morals ; and'that it favours nothing of that na^ 
tiire in any'of its members. Its defigns, all its toils, 
folely tend to infpire men with a zeal for the perfec- 
tion of their moral charafters, to impregnate them 
with humane and fociable fentiments, to counteradl 
the plans of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled and 
fuftering virtue, to favour the advancement of mea 
of merit, and to render thqfe fciences univerfal which 

* See the real Illumlnee firft degree. 

f The common cypher of the llluminees confift in numbers corref- 
"ponding to letters in the following order ; 


la. II. 

10. 

9 - 

8. 

7 - 

6. 

5 * 

A; 

.s- 

2. 

I. 

a. b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g* 

h. 

i. 

k. 

1. 

m.^ 

13. 14. 15. 

16. 

17 - 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23 - 

24. 


n. 0. p. 

q- 

r. 

s. 

t. 

u. 

w. 

X. 

y- 

z. 



The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and are copied 
•from thofe publilhed at the end of the degree of Scotch Knight or 
Diredfing Illumincc. I’licre is a third cypher, but that hsw never been 
publiflied. 

Vol. III. H 


41 


Its Cypher, 


IIT. 

Study the 
ftatutes. 


TIIE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACT. 


4 'i 

are as yet hidden from the generality of men. SnclT 
is not the coloured pretext, but the real objtft of the 
order.^^*' 

Even flioiild the Novice not have entirely laid aficic 
all his fufpicions refpefting'^the intentions of the order, 
ftill fo pofitive a declaration he mnft think w'ould gua¬ 
rantee him as to all obligations which might be impofed 
upon him. His grand aim is to be, to Jorm his heart, 
in fuch a manner as to gain not only the affedion of 
his friends but even of his enemies. He is pofitively 
ordered to endeavour vjiih all his might to acquire both 
interior and exterior perfeCtion, It "is true that he is 
foon after as pofitively ordered to jhidy the arts of dif 
fmndaliug and difgulfe ; but then the Brother Infmuator 
is at his elbow, to explain to him how that art coin¬ 
cides with true perfeftion, and thus fupprefs any fuf¬ 
picions which might arife from a comparifon of thefe 
two injunftions. Befides, the Novice has many other 
duties to fulfil, which will deprive him of opportunity 
' for fuch reflexions. 

jy He is next told, that the Brethren muft have but ono 

Study the miiid, one will, and fimilar fentiments; that, to effeX- 
this, the order has made choice of certain works, 
to which he mufl: apply with the greateft attention. 
Should the Novice be one of thofe men whom an at¬ 
tachment to the Gofpel rendered more circumfpeX as 
to the fnares laid for his belief, the very choice of the 
'books would fuffice to fliew him, that the firfl objeX 
of the Infinuator was to perfuade him, that it is not 
even neceflliry to be a Chriflian to acquire the perfec¬ 
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. The Morality he is taught 
is that of EpidctuSy Seneca, Antoninus, and Plutarch, all 
foreign to Chriflianity. He will alfo receive the works 
of modern Sophifters,’ fuch as JVieland, Meiners, and 
Bajfadovjs, who by no means make perfeXion to confift 
in Chriflianity. Under the foothing and mellifluous 
language of a moderate and fpecious Philofophy, he 
will be led to lubricity and impiety, traced by the 
fophifticated pen of Helvetiiis in his celebrated work 
de DEfprit.\ But the Infmuator mufl previoufly have 

* The True Illuminee, General Statutes—Original Writings, Vol. I. 
Scdl 8. ^ 

f See the iiil of tliefe works in the Original Writings la the Statutes 
roionned, No. 25, 
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fufficieiiily fludied the difpofitions of liis pupil to know 
whether fuch propofitions would any longer ftartle 
him. Bclidcs, nothing is better calcuiated to dilTipate 
all fuch fears, than the conftaiit application that is re¬ 
quired to thofe books which are put into the hands of 
the Novice, added to the care taken to deprive him of 
all fuch as miglit infpire iiini with contrary ideas. The 
Teacher'is carefully to attend to all the rules laid down 
in the code on this fubjeft, and to fee that his Novices 
fultil the intentions of the order in this refpeft. He 
is frequently to, con verfe with them; he is to mark 
out their occupations for them ; he is; even to make 
them iinexpedled vifits to fiirprife them, and thus to 
fee in what manner they apply to the code and other 
writings with which the order lias entrufted them. He 
is to require an account of what they have read, and 
extradls from the different works; he will aflifl them 
by his explanations; in fliort, nothing is to be neglect¬ 
ed which can fecure their progrefs in the fpiiit and 
morals of the order.^ 

An otyed of far greater importance next attracts the v. 
attention of the Novice ; it is that which the code calls study 
the greatejl of all; it is, the knovjlcdge of nuv2. 
teacher will reprefent this to his pupil as the rnojl irite- 
7 rejling of all fciences.^ To make himfelf mailer of this 
fcience, the Novice receives the model of a journal in 
the form of" tablets, and his teacher Hiows him how 
they are to. be ufed. Provided with this journal, he is 
to make his obfervations on every body he finds himfelf 
in company‘with ; he is to trace their charaders, and 
account to himfelf for every thing he has feen or heard. 

Left his memory fliould fail him, he muft always be 
provided with a, loofe paper or fmall tablets, on which 
he may at all hours note his obfervations, which he is 
afterwards careuilly to digeft in his journal. To be 
certain of the Novice's attention to this point, the Bro¬ 
ther teacher will examine his tablets and his journal 
from time to time. To render him more expert in the 
art of drawing die charaders of the living, he will ex- 
ercife the Novices on ancient authors, ancl on the hq- 

^ See Inflruvaiones pro Inflnuantlbus et Recipiontibus. 

f The true Illuiiilnec. InllruiTiions oji the Art of forming Pupils, 

No. 12. o i * 

' Vo!. Ill, H 2 
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rocs of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftom is fo frequently 
recommended as this in all the code of Illuminilm. It 
is to be the grand ftndy of the Novice, and the prime 
occupation of every degree.* * * § 

It is by his adiduity in this great art that tjie Novice 
will learn how to diftinguifli tliofe whom he may here¬ 
after judge proper to be admitted into or rejected from 
the order; and it is with that veiw that the Preceptor 
perpetually prefles him to propofc tbofe he may 

thhik fit jor the order,\ By this means a double objeft ^ 
is attained ; tirft, the propagation of the order ; and, 
fecondly, a knowledge of its friends or enemies; the 
dangers it may be threatened with ; and the mej^ns to 
be adopted, or the perfons to be gained or courted, to 
avert the impending ftorm ; in fine, of extending its 
conquefts. Whether the Illuminee be a Novice, or in 
any other degree, he is bound by the laws of the order 
to make his report in the preferibed forms at lead once 
a month 4 

■\Vhile the Novice is perpetually making refearches 
of this nature, he is not aware that he is as carefully 
watched by his Inlinuator, who on his fide notes and 
writes down every thing that he obferves either as to 
the failings or the progrefs, the ftrong or weak fide of 
Ills pupil, and thefe he as regularly tranfmits to the 
fuperiors.} 

The pupil little fufpefts that the grand objeft of his 
Infiniiator is to bind him in fiich a manner to Iliumi- 
nifm, eveii long before he is acquamted v/itb any of its 
ficrets^ tliat it fliall be impoflible for him to break 
thofe bonds which fear and leiror fhall have impofed 
upon him, flioiild he ever wifh to fhrink fi'om the 
horrid plots and fyftems which he might thereafter 
difeover. 

This profound policy of binding the Novices to Illu- 
minifm confifts, firfl, in giving them a magnificent 
idea of the grandeur of the projefts of the Seft, and, 
fecoiidly, in a vow of blind obedience to the fuperiors in 

* See Ibid. No. 13.—Original Writings, the Statutes reformed, No. 

9, ic, 13, 14.—Inflrudlio pro InlinuLintibus, No. 5. pro Jlecipieiitibus, 
No. t6, &c. 

f Inftrucliones pro Rccipientibus, No. 13. 

if infiriidions for the Innnuatcd, No. c. C. and Original Writings, &c. 

§ Imlruclions for the Infiniiator, No. 3 and 4.-.--The real Illuminee, 
Inftrudions on the art of forming the Brethren, Nq. i, s. 
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every tiling which they judge conducive to the ends of 
the Order, whicli vow the infinuator is to lind means 
of extorting from his pupil. 

It is here particularly that Weifliaupt appears to 
wifli to aflimiiate the government of his fed to that 
of the religious orders, and efpecially to that of the 
jefuits, by a total facrifice of their own will and judg¬ 
ment, which he exads of the adepts; and to the exer- 
cifing of tile Novices in this point, he cxprclsly adverts 
in his inftrudions to the Infmnarors.* But this is pre- 
cifely the place to remark on the ainazing difference 
between the illuminized and the religious obedience- 
Of that immenfe number of religious who follow the 
inftitutes of St. Bafil, Sr. Bencdid, St. Dominic, or St- 
Francis, there is not one wiio is not thoroughly con¬ 
vinced that there exifts a voice far more imperious 
than that of his fuperior, the voice of his confcience, of 
the gofpel, and of his God. There is not one of them 
who, flioiild his fuperior command any thing contraiy 
to the duties of a Chriftian, or of an honeft man, would 
not immediately fee that fuch a command v/as a re- 
leafe from his vow of obedience. This is frequently 
repeated and clearly exprefled in all the religious in¬ 
ftitutes, and no where more explicitly or pofitively than 
in thofe of the Jefuits. They are ordered to obey their 
fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obedience is not 
linful, tibi non cerneretur peccoiiim,’\ It is only in cafes 
where fuch obedience can have no finful tendency 
whatevei*, ubi definhi non poffit allquod peccc.il genus 
hitercedere,X And, as if this were not fufficitntly ex¬ 
prefled, we hear their founder, at the very time when 
he recommends obedience to his religious, exprefsiy 
faying, but remember that your voio is binding only 'ivhcu 
the commands of man are not co 7 iirary to ibofe of Gody 
jd>i Deo contraria non prcecipit homoJ^ All thole ]7er- 
fons therefore who, like Mirabeau, furmifed certain 
coincidences, or as he calls them points of contadly be¬ 
tween the religious inftitutes, and the code of the Illu- 
minees, fliotild have begun by obferving, that religious 

* Mirabeau Monarchic PruITicnne, Vol. V. and EfTay on the Illuml- 
pees, Chap. III.—Laft Obfervations by Philo, page 6i. 

f Conftitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. 1. Parag. 2, Vol. I. Edi¬ 
tion of Prague. f Ibid. Part. VI. Chap. I. 

^ Epia. Ignatii De Obedicutia. 
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obedience is in its very eflcnce an obligation of doing 
all the good which may be prelcribed wit!iout the lerdt 
taint of harm. It was eafy for them on the contrary 
to demonftratc, that the obedience fought for by Weif- 
haiipt’s code was a difpofition to obey every order re¬ 
ceived from the fuperior in fpite of confcience, and un- 
heedful of the mofl iniquitous guilt, provided it tended 
to the good of the order. Our fociety (for fuch are 
the exprefiions of the code) exa(^s from its members 
the facrihee of their liberty, not only with refpeft to 
all things, but abfolutcly with refped to every means 
of attaining its end. Yet the prefumption on the 
goodnefs of the means preferibed is always in fa'vottr 
o f the orders given by the fuperiors. They are clear- 
<• er-fighted on this objed ; they are better acquainted 
with it; and it is on this very account that they are 
nominated fuperiors—It is their btifmefs to lead you 
through the labyrinth of errors and darknefs; and in 
filch a cafe obedience is not only a duty, but an ob- 
jeft for grateful acknowledgment.^’*' i 

Such is the obedience of the Illuminees ; nor is there 
a fingle exception to be found in all their code. We 
iliall fee the Novice, before he terminates his trials, 
obliged to explain bimfelf explicitly with refped to or¬ 
ders which he may receive from his fuperiors, and 
which he may think contrary to his confcience. 

In the firft place his teacher is to entangle him, and 
make himfelf perfectly mafter of his moft fecret 
thoughts. Under the pretence of knowing himfelf 
/ Tils fecrets better, while fludying the art of knowing others, the 
difeovered. Novice IS to draw a faithful pifture of himfelf, to un¬ 
fold his interefts and connexions, as well as thofe of his 
family. 

Here again the Inliniiator furnifhes him with the ta- ' 
blets ill the reqiiifite form, that he may give, this new 
proof of confidence to the order; but this will neither 
be the lafl nor the moft important one for which he 
will be called upon. 

On tbefe tablets, the Novice is to write down his 
name, age, funXions, country, and abode; the fpecies 
of ftiidy in which he occupies himfelf, the books of which 
his library is compofedy and the fecret writings of which 

Statutes reformed, No. i, 4, and 25.—The true Iliuminec, General 
Statutes, Nq. II, 12. 
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he may be in poffeffion ; his revenue, his friends, his 
enemies, and the reafon of his enmities ^ in fine, his 
acquaintances and his proteftors. 

To this table he is to fubjoin a fecond, explaining 
the fame objefts with refped to his father, his mother, 
and all their other children. He is to be very explicit 
with refpecl to the education they received, to their paf 
fions and prejudices, to their Jirong and vjeak fides. 

We will exemplify this lecond table by an extra< 3 f 
from the Original Writings, by which the reader will 
perceive that parents are not very much favoured— 

The Novice, Francis Antony St.aged 22, re- 

prefents his father as violent, and of foldierlike maiu 
ners ; his mother as a little avaricious; the weak fide 
of both to be flattery and intereft; both living after 
the old fafliion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in 
their devotion, headftrong, arrogant; with difficulty 
abandoning an ill-conceived projeft, and fiill more 
unforgiving to their enemies; that they neverthelefs 
were little hated, becaufe little feared ; and hardly 
in the way of doing any body any harm.^^ 

While the Novice is thus occupied in revealing all 
his fecrets, and thofe of his family, the Infinuator on his 
fide is drawing up a new ftatement of every thing he 
has been able to difeover during the whole time of his 
pupifls trial, either with refped to him or to his relations. 

On comparing the two llatements, fliould the fupe- 
rior approve of the admiffion of the Novice to the laft 
proofs, he is then to anfwer the grand qixeflions. It 
is by thefe queftions that the Novice is to judge of the 
extent of the facrifice he is about to make, and of the 
awful fubjeftion of his whole will, confcience, and per- 
fon, to Illuminifm, if he wiflies to gain admittance. 

The Queftions are twenty-four in number, and couch- Queftions 
ed in the following terms; he is to 

I. Are you ftill deffious of being received into the 
Order of the Illuminees? 

II. Have you ferioiifly reflcifted on the importance 
of the ftep you take, in binding yourfAf by engagements 
that are unkno'wn to you P 

III. What hopes do you entertain, or by wliat reafon^ 

are yon induced to enter among us ? / 

IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that wifh, though 
you fliouid fipd that wc had no other object or advar.* 
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tage whatever in view but the perfection of mankind ? 

V. What would be your conduct fliould the Order 
be of new invention ? 

VI. SbotiLl you ever difcover in the Order any thing 
vjickedy or unjitjl to be done^ vthat part vjould you take 
Wenn unanftandige, nngerechte facheii vorkamen, wie 
er lich verhalten wiirde > 

VIL Can you and will you look upon the vjclfare of the 
Order as your own P 

VIIL We cannot conceal from you, that Members, 
entering into our Order without any other motive than 
to acquire power, greatnefs, and confideration, are 
not thofe whom we prefer. In many cafes one muft 
know how to lofe in order to gain. Are you aware 
of all this ? 

IX. Can you love all the Members of the Order, 
even fuch of your enemies as may be members of it ? 

X. Should it fo happen that you fliould be obliged 
to do good to your enemies who are of the Order, to 
recommend them, for example, or extol them ; would 
you be difpofed to do fo ? 

XL Do yoily moreovery grant the power of life and 
DEATH to our Order or Society P On what grounds 
would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch a right; Ob 
er diejer gefelschafty oder order aiich das jus vit/e et 
KE cis, aus wasgrmideny odernich zngejiehe P 

XIL Are you difpofed on all occafions to give the pre» 
ference to men of our Order, over aU other men P 

XIII. How would you wifli to revenge yourfelf of 
any injuftice, either gi*eat or fmall, which you may 
have received from ftrangers or from any one of our 
Brethren ? 

XIV. What would be your conduct fliould you ever 
repent of having joined our Order ? 

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefs 
and misfortune ? 

XVI. Do you renounce the idea of ever making 

your birth, employment, ftation, or power, ferve to the 
prejudice or contempt of any one of the Brethren ? • 

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of becoming 
a Member of any other fociety ? 

XVIII. Is it from levity, or in hopes of foon being 
acquainted with our conllitiition; that you fo caiTiy 
make thefe prouiifes I 
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XtX. Are you fully determined to obferve our 
laws ? 

XX. Do you Jiihjed yourfdf U a blind obedience 

WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION WHATEVER ? Alld do yOU 

know the Jlrcn^th of fiich an engagemetit P Obcr nnbc- 
dingten gehoriain aiigelobc, und wilTe was das fey ? 

XXI. Is there no confideration that can deter you 
from entering into our Order? 

XXII; JViU yoit^ in cafe it is requiredj ajfift in the pro¬ 
pagation of the Order y fupport it by your couufdSy by your 
moneyy and by all other means P 

XXIIL Had you any expeftation that you would 
have to anfwer any of thefe queftions; and if fo,^ 
which queftion was it ? , 

XXIV. What Tecurity can you give us that you 
will keep thefe promifes; and to what punifliment 
will you fubjeft yourfelf in cafe you fliould break any 
of them 

In order to judge of the nature of the anfwcrs writ¬ 
ten and figned by the Novice, and confirmed by his 
oath, it will be fufficient to call our eyes on the account 
of the reception of two Brethren, as it is contained in the ' 
archives of the fed. To the Vlth queftion fiould you 
ever difeover in the Order any thing wicked or unjiiji to be 
done, what part vjould you take P The firft of thefe two 

Novices, aged 22, and named Francis Anthony St . 

anfiverSy fwearSy and fignSy I would certainly execute 
thofe things, if fo commanded by the Order, becaufe 
it may be very poflible that I am not capable of 
judging of what is juft or unjuft. Belides, Ihould they 
be unjuft under one afped, they vjould ceafe to be 
Jo as foon as they became a means of attaining happu 
nefsy the general endP^ 

The Novice Francis Xaverius B.anfwers, 

fwears, and figns, in like manner, I would not refufe 
to execute thofe things (wicked and unjuft) provided 
they contributed to the general good.’^ 

To the Xlth queftion, on life and dealhy the firft No¬ 
vice anfwers with die fame formalities, Yes, I ac- 
knowledge this right in the Order of Illuminees; 

^ and why fliould I refufe it to the Order, fliould it ever 

* Original Writings. The account of the reception of two Novices, 

Vol. I. St6l:. 17. 

Vol. III. .{ 
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find itfeif necefiitalred to excrdfe it, as perhaps with*, 
out filch a right it might have to fear its avjjid nan. 
The jiate Would lo 'fi little by it, fince the dead man 
vjould he replaced by Jo many others, Bcfidcs, I refer 
to my anfwer to quellion VI.that is to fay, where 
he proinifed to execute whatever was juft or unjiift,' 
provided it was with the approbation or by order of 
the Superiors. . . 

The fecond anfivers, fwears, and figns to the fame 
quefiion, The fame reafon which makes me rccog- 
V niz,e the right of life and death in the governors of 
nations, leads me to recognize moll willingly the 
faille polver in my Order, which really contributes to 
the happinefs of mankind as much as governors of 
nations ought to do.” 

On the XXth quefiion, on hVind obedience vnihoni re* 
Jtridlon^ one anfwCrs, Yes, \Yithout doubt, the promifj 
is of' the litniojl Importance ; nevertbclefs I look itpoii 
it as the only pofjitie means by which the Order can 
gain its endsd^ The fecond is Icfs precife : “ When 
I conhder our Order as of modern invention and a^ 
little extended, I have a fort of repugnance in bind- 
ing myfelf by fp formidable a promife; becaufe in that 
caTe 1 am juftified in doubting whether a want of 
knowledge, or even fome domineering paflion might 
not fonietimes occaiion things to be commanded to- 
tally oppofite to the propofed objeft of the general 
welfare. But when I fuppofe the Order to be more 
univerfally fpread, I then believe, that in a focicty 
comprehending men of filch different ftations, from 
the higher to the lower, thofe men are be ft enabled 
to know th^ courfe of the world, and hov/ to diftin- 
giiifii the means of accompli filing the laudable pro- 
jefts of the Order.” 

This doubt of the Novice as to the antiquity of the 
Order muft have difpleafed Weifliaupt, who fpared no 
pains to make it appear tliar llliiniinifm was of ancient 
date, the better to excite the curiofity and the venera¬ 
tion of the pupils, being content to enjoy the glory (T 
liis invention with bis profound adepts to whom only 
he revealed the fecret of the invention in the higheft 
degrees and with the laft myftcries. But our Novice 
went on to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the 
Order to be of ancient than of modern invention ;; and^ 
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like bis fellow Novice, he proniifes to be faithful to 
all the laws of his Order, to itipport it with his coun- 
fels, his fortune, and all other means ; and linilhes 
by fidjccling hiuifclf to forjcit bis honour^ mid evcii 
bis LIFE, fnoidd be ever break his prov.nfcb^^^^ 

When the Inlinuator has found means of binding the 
Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and efpecially when 
the young candidate fhall have recpgniz,ed without hc- 
fitation tha.t ftrange and awful right which fubjeds 
the life of every citizen to the fateilites of liluminifm, 

Ihould any be unfortunate enough to difpleafe its fu- 
periors; when the Novice is blinded to fuch a degree 
as not to perceive that this pretended right, far from 
implying a fociety of fages, only denotes a band of 
ruffians and a federation of affadins like the einiOaries 
of the Old Man of the Mountain; when, in fliort, he 
fiiali have fubmitted himfelf to this terrible power, the 
oath of the modern Seyde is fent to the archives of the 
Order. His difpofitions then prove to be fuch as the 
fuperiors required to confer on him the fecond degree 
of the preparatory clafs; and the Inlinuator concludes 
ids miffion by the Introduffion of his pupil. 

At the appointed time in the dead of the night, the The pro- 
Novice is lead to a gloomy apaitment, where two men niotion of 
are waiting for him, and, excepting his Infinuator, ^ ^o^icc, 
thefe are the firft: two of the feft with whom the No- 
- vice is made acquainted. The fuperior or his dele¬ 
gate holds a lamp in his hand half covered with ^ a 
made; his attitude is fevere and imperious; and a 
naked fword lies near him on the table. The other 
man, who ferves as Secretary, is prepared to draw up 
the of Initiation. No mortal is introduced but the 
Novice and his Infinuator, nor can any one elfe be pre- 
fent. A queflion is lirlt alked him, whether he ftill 
perfeveres in the intention of entering the Order. On 
his anfwering in the affii'inative, he is fent by himfelf 
.into a room perfectly dark, there to meditate again on 
liis refolution. Recalled from thence, he is quelfioned- 
again and again on his firm determination blindly to 
obey all the laws of the Order. The introducer an- 
fwers for the difpofitions of his pupil, and in retiirUi 
requefts the prQteftion of the Order for him.. 

* See the two accounts, 

1 %. 


Vol.. III. 
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Your requeft is juft/^ replies the fuperior to the 
Novice. In the name of the moll; ScTcne Order 
from which I hold my powers, and in the name of 
all its Members, I promife yon proteftion, jufticc, 
and help. Moreover, I proteft to you once more, 
that you vjill find nothing among us hurtful either to 
R.eHgiony to Morals^ or to the State —here the Ini- 
tiator takes in his hand the naked fword which lay 
upon the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the No¬ 
vice, continues, but fhould yon ever be a traitor or 
a perjurer, afllire yourfelf that every Brother will be 
called upon to arm againft you. Do not flatter your^ 
felf with the poffibility of efcaping, or of finding a 
place of fecurity.—Wherever thou mayeft be, the 
rage of the Brethren, fliame and remoiTe fliall fol- 
low thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.^’—He lays 
down the fword.—But if you perfift in the defign of 
being admitted into our Order, take this oath 
The oath is conceived in the following terms: 

In prefence of the all powerful God, and of yon 
Plenipotentiaries of the nioll high and moll: ex- 
cellent Order into which I afk admittance, I acknow- 
ledge my natural weaknefs, and all the infufficiency 
of my ftrength. I confefs that, notwithftanding all 
the privileges of rank, honours, titles, or riches which 
I may pofiefs in civil fociety, I am but a man like 
other men ; that I may lofe them all by other mor- 
tals, as they have been acquired through them ; that 
I am in abfoliite want of their approbation and of 
their efteem ; and that I mull: do my utmoft to de- 
ferve them both. I never will employ either the 
power or confequence that I may pofiefs to the pre- 
judice of the general welfare. I will, on the con- 
trary, refill: with all my might the enemies of human 
nature, and of civil fociety. Let the reader obferve 
tliefe lail words; let him remember them when read¬ 
ing of the myfteries of Illuminifm ; he will then be 
able to conceive how, by means of this oath to main-, 
tain civil fociety, Weilhaupt leads the adepts to the 
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of fociety. 

I promife/^ continues the adept, ardently to feize 
every opportunity of ferving humanity, of improving 
my mind and my will, of employing all my ufeful 
^^compliflimcnts for the genera! good, in as muck 
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as the welfare and the Jlatiites of the fodety fall re^ 
quire it of me. 

I %)ovj (ich gdobe) an eternal filence, an inviola! le 
obedience and fidelity to all my fuperiors and to the 
Jlatntes of the Order. With respect to what may 
BE THE OBJECT OF THE Order I juUy diid alfoliitcly 
renounce my own penetration and my ovju judgment. 

I proniife ro look upon the interefts of the Order 
as my own ; and as long as I fliall be a Member of 
it, I proniifi to ferve it with my Ufe^ my honour, and 
my ejiates. Should I ever, through imprudence, 
paflion, or wickednefs, ad contrary to the laws or to 
the welfare of the Serene Order, I then fnljefl rnv- 
felf to whatever punifmtent it may pleafe to injlifl 
upon med^ 

I alfo promife to help the Order, to the bell: of 
my power, and according to my confcience, with 
my connfels and my adions, and without the lead 
attention to my perfonal intereft ; alfo, to look upon 
all friends and enemies of the Order as my own, 
and to behave to them as the Order fliall dired. I 
am equally difpofed to labour with all my might and 
all my means at the propagation and advancement 
of the Order. 

In thefe promifes I renounce every fecret referva- 
tion, and engage to fulfil them all, according to the 
true purport of the words, and according to the fignifl 
cation attached to them by the Order wljeti it prefcru^ 
bed the Oath--- 

So help me Godd^ n. it. 

The oath being figned by the Novice, and enregif- 
tered in the minutes of the Order, the Initiator de¬ 
clares his admillion, telling him at the fame time that 
he is not to exped to know all the members, but thofe 
only who, being of the fame degree, are under the 
fame fuperior.—From that moment advanced to the 
degree of Minerval, he is inftrtided in the figns of his 
new degree, which are much of the fame nature as 
thofe of Miifonry. He is then enjoined to give an ex- 
ad lijl of all his books, particularly of thofe which might 
be precious or ufeful to the Order. He alfo receives 
the following qiieftions w’hich he is to anfwer in 
writing. 
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I. What fliould you willi to be the objed of our 
Order ? 

IL What means, either primary or fccondary, do 
you think nioft conducive to the attainment of that 
objed ? 

IIL What other things would you wifli to find 
among us ? 

IV. What men do you either hope to meet, or not 
to meet, among us 

The anfwers given to thefe queftions will enable the 
fiiperiors to judge how far the young adept has iinbi* 
bed the principles of the Order. But other helps are 
preparing for him, that he may be able to demonftrate 
by his anfwers both the progrefs he has made and that 
which he may be expeded to make. 

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerval, he will 
find himfelf in future a Member of the Academy of 
the fed. Let us then obferve well both the Scholars 
^nd their Mailers 5 for they flill belong to the clafs of 
preparation. 

* True Illumince ift initiation, Page jx apd following. Origin^ 
Writings, Vol. I. Sed:. 15. 
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chap: V. 

Third Part of the Code of the Illiwiiuees-Second pre-^ 
parntory Degree-^The Academy of Illinninifii, or the 
■ Brethren oj Minerva. ‘ * * 

X X 7EISHAUPT, ruminating on-what tiim he fliould objea of 
VV give to his Code of Iliiiminifm, that its progrefs <iegrcc, 
might be more fubtile and infallible, expreffes himfelf 
in the following terms, on the preparatory degrees 
which were to fiicceed to the novitiate of his pupils. 

I am thinking of eftablifliing, in the next degree,*a 
fort of an academy of Literati. My delign would 
include the ftudy of the Ancients, and an applica-^ 
tion to the art of obferving and drawing characters 
(even thofe of the living;) and treatifes and quef* 
tions, projiofed for public compofitions, fliould fornl 
the occupations of-our pupils.---/ fmdd vjifh^ niore 
efpcdally, to malie them fpies over each other in par*^ 
tietdar, and over all in general. It is from this clafs 
that I would felec?t thofe who have fliowii the greats 
eft aptnefs for the myfteries. My determination, in 
fliort, is, that in this degree they fliall labour at the 
difeovery and extirpation of prejudices. Every pm 
pil (for example) fliall declare, at leaft once a month, 
all thofe which he may have difeovered in liimfelf; 
which may have been his principal one, - and how far 
he has been able to get the better of it.’^ 

Ever influenced by a bitter hatred againft the Jefu- 
its, he does not blnfii to fay—I mean that tills dc- 
claration fhall be among us, what confcflion was 
among them.” He was, however, unfortunate iii 
his application ; for in the Order of the Jefuits, no fu- 
perior could ever hear the confeflions of the inferiors; 
and thus their very inftitutes rendered the horrid abufe 
impollible, under which Wcifliaupt affefted to cloak 
the abominable breach of confldence with refpeft to 
his pupils, when he fays, by thefe means I fliall dif- 
cern tliofe who fliow dlfpofuions for certain fpedal 
Dodrincs relative to Government or to KelmonP^ 

a 


^ Orig. Writ. Vol, I.—Let. 4. to Cato.. 
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The ftatiites of their Minerval degree are drawn i\p 
with a little more circiiinfpeAion, and limply declare, 
thar the Order in that degree willies to be confidered 
only as a learned fociety or academy, confecrating 
its toils to form the hearts and minds of its young 
pupils both by example and precepr/^f Thefe are 
called the Brethren of Minerva^ and are under the di- 
region of the Major or Minor Illuminees. The aca¬ 
demy properly fo called is compofed of ten, twelve^ 
and Ibmetimes fifteen Minervals, under the direftioii 
and tuition of a major Ilhtminee, 

Of tlie Mi- kaleiidar of the feft, the days on which the 

liurvai Aca- academy meets are called boly^ and its fittings are ge- 
demy. Its nerally held twice a m6ntli; always at the new moon.- 
The place where they meet is called, in their language, 
a Church, It mull always be preceded by an anti- 
chamber, with a ftroiig door armed with bolts, which 
is to be lliut during the time of tlie meeting; and the 
whole apartment is to be fo difpofed, that it fliall be iin- 
poflible for intruders -either to fee or hear any thing 
that is going forward."^ 

At the commencement of each fitting, the Prefident 
is always to read, and, after his fafliion, comment on 
fome chofen paffages of,the Bible, or Seneca, or Epic^ 
Marcus Aurelius, or Confuciiis^X The care he 
takes to give to all thefe works the fame weight and 
authority, will be fufficient to make the pupils view the 
Bihle in a limilar light with the works of the Pagan 
Philofophers. 

This lefture over, each pupil is queflioned as to 
the books which he has read fince the laft meet- 
ing; on the obfervations or difeoveries he may have 
made ; and on his labours or fervices toward the pro- 
grefs of the Order.” 

Nor are the ftudies and the books of which the 
Brethren are to give an account, left to their own 
choice. To each of tliefe academies there is appropri¬ 
ated a particular library, whenever circumftances will 
permit, calculated to infure the fpirit of the Order; 
and this colledion the fed takes care to fiirnifli. By 

Low procu- three different means it is accomplifiied. Firft, by the 

red. 


fts Library, 


■f Statutes of the Minerval, No, i6. 
® See the Miiicrval Futusl, 


4 Ibid* 
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tnoney which the Brethren contribute; fecondly, by 
the lift of his own private library, which is exafted 
from each candidate, who is obliged to furnifli there^ 
from filch books as may be required of him ; the third 
means is derived from Weiflianpt’s grand principle, 

that tVERV THIKG WHICH IS USEFUL IS AN ACT OF VIR¬ 
TUE. Now as it would be very iifeful for the Order 
to get poffeftion of thofe rare books and precious ma^ 
^ niifcripts which Princes, Nobles, and Religious Orders 
keep fhut up among their archives or in the libraries; 
all Illuminees afting as librarians or archive-keepers 
are admonifhed, exhorted, and ferioufly preffed not to 
make any fcruplc of fecretly ftealing fuch books or 
manuferipts, and putting them into the pofleffion of 
the fc(ft. This is one of the moft explicit leftbns that 
Wcifliaupt gives to his adepts; at one time telling 
them not to make a cafe of confcience of giving to the 
Brethren what they may have belonging to the library^ 
of the Court; at another, fending a lift of what fliould 
be ftolen from that of the Carmes, he fays, all thefc 
'would be of much greater ufe if they mere in our hands. 
What do thofe rafcals do with all thofe books 

Yet, notwithftanding the caution with which the 
founder as yet withholds certain books from the hands 
of the Minervaly it is clear from the very affbrtment of 
the libraries of the Order, that he does not hefitate at 
giving the pupils a certain number direcftly tending to 
the grand objed, and particularly of thofe which may 
create a contempt for religion. He wiflies much to 
fee an impartial hijiory of the church; aiid he even 
propofes hereafter to publifli one himfelf, or at leaft to 
contribute many articles toward fuch a work. Ho 
calls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpiy to Le. 
Brefs arfenal of calumnies^ and in fliort to all that lias 
been written againft Religious Orders.f He had even 
put on the lift thofe impious works which appeared 
under the name of Freret, He feemed to have for¬ 
gotten for a moment his ordinary prudence ^ but, 
warned of it by Knigge, he correded his err or. J Many 
other books, however, were to be comprehended in 

« Ong, Writ. Vol. T. Le%. 4$. f Ibid. 

^ Letter of Philo to Cato. ‘ 

Vol. m; 
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ilic Minerval library, whicli were to dirgnife tlie ol> 
ijeft of it; and it \yas one duty of the Preliding Illumi* 
nee to felecl fiicli as would gradually dircft his pupils 
to tile grand object of the feft ; always remembering, 
that the moft impious and fedicious vjcre refirved jor 
ibc higher degrees. Should the Prelident chance to find 
■the SyJieDi of Nature, Natural Polity, lielvetius on Man, 

.or other fuch books, in the hands of his pupil, he vjds 
io avoid fhowing his pleafiire or difpleafure, and leave ^ 
them.^ In fliort, it is in the Minerval fchools that the 
teachers are in a particular manner to pradlife that 
great art of making the adepts rather as it were invent 
than learn the principles of the Order; becaufe they 
will then, looking upon them as the offspring of their 
own genius, more ftrongly adhere to tliem. 

' There is yet another fcheme in thefe fchools for at- 
occupa- young, adepts to the Order.—Every bro¬ 

ther is, at Ills firft reception, to declare to what art or 
fcience he means principally to apply, unlefs his ftation, 
genius, or particular circumftaiiccs, debar him front 
•the literary career; in which latter cafe, pecuniary 
contributions are to be an equivalent for thofc fervices 
which his talents cannot contribute.f If the Brethren 
adopt literary purfuits, then the Order enters into en¬ 
gagements to furnifli them with all poftible affiftailce 
to forward their undertakings in the art or fcience oil 
which they fliall’ have determined ; unlefs they fliould 
have chofen Theology or Jurifprudence, two fciences 
which the Order abfolutely excepts from any fuch 
agreement.^ ^ t 

Thefe fnccoiirs for the Minerval have a twofold teni 
dency. On the. one fide, they ferve to prove that the 
pdept does not negleCi the fcience he has 'determined on^ 
as he is to give an annual account of the difeoveries he 
has made, and of tlie authors from which he has made 
feledlions. On the other hand,’* the brethren following 
the fame branches of ftiidy are defired to help him with 
all the means in their power. Should he meet wkh 
difficulties which he cannot folve, he may apply to his 
fuperior^ who will either folve them himfelf, or fend 
rliem to other members of the Order, who, better 

* Letter to Cato. 

I Orig. Writ. Vol. i.—Sunimary of the liirdtute, No. 
j StalutvS pi the Miiitrval, No, j.’- 
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^erfccl in thofe fciences, and bound to enlighten theif 
iirethren, will fend the required fohitions.§ 

That this degree of Mirierval may have all the ap- its prized 
pearances of a literary fociety, the fiiperiors annually 
propofe fome qtieftion for a public cOmpofition. The 
anfwers or differtations are judged as in academies, 
and the difeourfe which obtains the prize is printed at 
the expenfe of the Order. The fame advantages are 
held out to all adepts who wifh to publifll their works, 
provided they are not foreign to the views of the 
Founder.’^'—They-are fore to coincide with"^ his inten¬ 
tions fliould they be of the nature of thofe which he 
calls 7 ><^//z 7 j-, or fuch as would create mirth among the 
people at the expenfe of the priefthood, and of religious 
truths ; ficb ns parodies on the Lamentations of Jere* 
miahy or biirkfiUe imitations of the Prophets; in a 
word, all fuch /r/irej* as difpofe the people to the grand 
pbjeft of the Seft; ■ The Minerval.can give no better 
proofs than thefe of his progrefs. The left has book- 
fellers who put thefe works into circulation, .and the 
profits are tranfmitted to the coffers of the Order. 

It is, however, to be obferved, that fhould a Miiieri 
val, or any. other of the Brethren,* make a difeovery ih 
any art or lucrative fcience, he is obliged, under pain 
of-being looked upon as a falfe Brother, to impart the 
fecret to the Order, who will look upon itfelf as pro¬ 
prietor of fuch fecrets fliould they have been difeovered 
by a Brother after his admiflion among them.f 

Left he flioiild be unobferved u'hen travellings the 
Minerval is never to undertake any journey without 
previonfly informing his fuperiors, who will fend him 
letters of recommendation for different Brethren on the 
road. lie, in return, miift carefully report every thing 
that lie fliall difeover during his travels, which may, be. 
to .the advantage or di fad vantage, of the Order.J ■ % 

But we muft not forget to mention, that during the its repH- 
academic fittings, the prefiding Illuminee is at ieaft 
once a month to take a review of the principal faults 
which he may have obferved, in any. of liis pup^s. He _ 

5 Ibid. No. 2. 

** Statutes of the Minerval, Nos. 6 and lO. • ' 

f Summary of the Inftitutes, No. ii.—true Illuminc€»., 

% Statutes of the Minerval, No. ii. 

VoL. III. 1C 2. 
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IS to Interrogate them concerning thofe which thej 
may have obferved themfelves; and it would be an 
unpardonable negle<ft,” fays the ftatutes, fhonld any 
pupil pretend that during the fpace of a whole month 
he had remarked nothing reprehenfible. Tins would 
be a proof of the utmoji negligence in the training o f his 
‘ mind to ohfervatlon; and the Superior tmiji not ftiffer it 
to pafs 'Without reprehenfion. He miin: alfo make his 
obfervations in fuch a manner as to excite their ferious 
attention, and effectually to imprefs them with proper 
notions, fo that each on returning home fliall be ready 
to put in practice his advice for the advantage of the 
Order."^ Befide, the Superior is as much as poffibk to 
avoid letting a day pafs without feeing his pupils, either - 
he vifiting them, or they him.f 

But what can be the objeCl of ftich vigilance, fuch 
unremitting attention to the Minerval Academy? k 
fingle word from the adept who, under the infpeCtioii 
of Weilliaupt, organized its* laws, will explain the 
enigma. * It is, to adopt Kiiigge'^ expreffions, by tho 
works required of the young Academicians that the 
Order will be able to judge whether they are of that 
fort of fluff (that is to fay of that turn of mind, fiit 
The iiido-- ceptible of all the principles of Impiety and Anarchy) 
mentoi the which is neceffary for the higher degrees. After all 
Mincrvsl. labours, fhoiild the Minerval adept (till retain any. 

of what they call religionifl inclinations^ he will then re¬ 
ceive the three firft Mafonic degrees, and in them he 
may moulder during the reft of his life in the infignificant 
fludy of all their hieroglyphics. He will indeed ftill conti¬ 
nue under the infpeClion of the Superiors of the Order j 
but he may reft aflured, that he will always remain a ^ 
Minerval, with a brevet of imbecility, on the regiftere 
of the feCl. j On the contrary, fhould he have fhown 
a fuffeient want of attachment to religion or to hi& 
Prince ; fnoiild he enthiifiaftically imbibe the principles 
c)f llluniinifm,—he will certainly be promoted to high¬ 
er degrees. During his Academical courfe the feCt 
has had^ unerring means of judging him, viz. by the 
qucftioio he has folved (and which were put by th« 
Order,, not fo much with a view of cxercifing his ta- 

'■* In{lni( 5 l-.ions for the Tvlincrval, No. 4. 
i ll,vd. No. 3. 

\ Lull -word from PJulo, Page 90* 
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lents as of prying into his opinions), and by the flatc^ 
menrs delivered in by the Scrutators^ of the impreffioii 
made by the different principles which they had dif- 
feininated either in the fliape of converfation, or by 
way of refutation, to try the young Minerval. 

The queftions which he has had to inveftigate during 
his courfe fometimes regarded the fecrec of the Sefl; 
•at others, the fecurity of the adepts, and of the fii- 
periors. To envelop the chiefs in impenetrable dark- 
Jiefs, and that their afyluni may be proof againft all 
attempts, death itfelf is to be divefted of its horrors. 
The Minerval muft not finifh his Academical courfe 
till he has fliown how far fuch fears have loft tlieir in¬ 
fluence over him; he fhall declare whetlier he is ready 
to fubmit to every torture, rather than give the leaft 
information concerning the Order; or even evade the 
temptation by poifon or fiucide. A diflertation upon 
Cato, for example, will be given him as a tafk; and 
his management of it will fliow whether he is ready to 
fall by his own hand for the prefervation of the Bre¬ 
thren. The patet exitiis, or the exit is free^ that is to 
fay, that every man is free to leave this life at pleafure, is 
one of thofe grand principles which muft be advanced; 
it muft be commented on and difeuffed by the young 
adept; and fhould any of thofe puerile ideas appear, 
which lead to believe in a God the avenger of fuicide, 
he is not the man to be entrufted with the fccret, audL 
he fliall be rejeefted.* 

Many other queftions are propofed in order to con¬ 
vince the fed of the principles of the young Academi¬ 
cian. It muft found his opinions on the means it 
employs, and on thofe in which he may hereafter be 
inftrumental. He will be ordered to difeufs Weif- 
haiipt^s famous doctrine, that the end Jandlfies the 
fneans ; that is to fay, that there are no means, not 
even theft, poifon, homicide, or calumny, but are juft 
and laudable when nfed for the attainment of objects 
which the Order may choofe to ftyie juft or holy.f 

After all this, the Minerval fliall furnifli feme dif- 
fertation from which his opinions on Kings and Priefts 
may be afeertained but the prefiding adept; muft: 
carefully avoid compromifing himfelf; he muft not 

^ Ssc hereafter the Chapter on Juridical Depofitioni. 

t tbid. J tbid: 
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openly applaud the "epigrams, farcafms, or even Wat 
phemies of his pupil; that mufl: be left to the brethrea 
vifitors, who will ihfinuate and encourage them with-^ 
out ever hinting that they are in perfeS iinifon with 
the myfteries of the Order. He mufl not fail, how¬ 
ever, to obferve which of his pupils are the moft 
zealous for fuch doftrines, and who complacently rc-l 
peat thefe farcafms or blafphemies ; thofe, in ihort,j 
who enthiifiaftically blend them in their Academical 
compofitions. This accompli filed, they have run their 
Academic career, and aj*c next promoted to the de^ 
gree of Minor lUnmines. . . j,* 
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CHAP. VL 

fourth Part of the Code of Illiimmees.---Tbird preparct^ 
tory Degree‘--Tbe Minor Illuminee. 

T he objcft of the degree of Minor Illiiminee is, Double 
not only to difpofe the Brethren more and more 
for the fecrets which have not yet been revealed to 
them ; but it has alfo in view their preparation for 
preliding over the Minerval Academies in which they 
have already fliown their talents, and their zeal for 
the Seft. The means which are to produce this dou¬ 
ble effeft are worthy of remark, on account of one 
of thofe artifices which Weifliaupt alone could have 
invented. 

The Minor Illuminees hold fittings limilar to thofe 
of the Minerval Academy. The Prefident mud necef. 
farily be one of thofe adepts who, initiated in the higher 
myfteries of Illuminifm, have attained the degree of 
Prieji^ He, alone having any knov/ledge or thefe 
higher myiberies, is particularly enjoined to keep his 
pupils in the perfuafion that beyond the degree in 
which he is there is no farther fecret to impart to 
them. But he is to fpare no pains to infufe thofe 
opinions into their minds, of which the lad myderieS 
are but the development. The Minor Illuminees are 
imperceptibly to become as it were the inventors and 
authors of WeifhaupPs principles; that, believing theiit 
to be the offspring of their own genius, they may 
more zealoufly defend and propagate them. It is 
heceffliry/^ fays the code, that the adept fhoidd look 
upon himftdf as the founder of the nevj Orderf that 
hence he may conceive a natural ardour for its fuccefs. 

•To effeftuate this objeft, an exordium is appropriated 
to. the initiatmn in this degree. It is one of thofe dif- 
tourles, which, replete with voluntary obfciiritieSy pre- 
fents the mod mondrous errors to the mind, but ex- 
prefsiy mentions none. The veil which is thrown over 
them is neither coarfe enough to hide, nor fine enough 
clearly to fiiew them ; all that the new adepts can ol> 
ferve at a fird hoaiing is, that the ohjcB of the Order 
h worthy of admiration and ; that an. a* d^ut 
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thufiafm flioiTid inflame tlie mind of the young adept 
for the attainment of the grand objedl of all the la¬ 
bours of Iliiiminifm that the enjoyment of this happi- 
nefs depended much more on the adions 'than oti the 
words of the adepts. What then is this objedt, and 
what are tjie obflacles that are to be overcome ? Of 
what fpecies are thofe adlions, thofe labours of the 
adept, which are to forward its views ? It is in thefe 
points that enigma and obfcurity veils the intent, and 
it is here that genius is to invent. That the errors of 
the fedl might be conlidered as originating with the 
adepts, it goes on to fay, the fiwie difeourfe fnall ferve 
in future as a text for all thofe which the Brethren fmll 
prepare for the meetings of the Order. The’Prefident 
will feled the obfeure paffages which may lead to the 
development of thofe opinions which he wiflies to inftil 
into his pupils; fuch will be the fuhjeds chofen for their 
theniesy and'he will carefully pradical conclufions 
But to give the reader a better idea of what thefe 
themes or commentaries are to be, we fliall quote a 
part of the original text. 

There certainly exift in the world public crimes 
ivhich every wife and honejl man would wif) to fup- 
p)refs. When we conficler that every man in this 
delightful world might be happy, but that their hap- 
pinefs is prevented by the misfortunes of fome, and 
by the crimes and errors of others; that the wicked 
have power over the good ; that oppofition or partial 
infurredion is ufdefs; that hardfliips generally fall up- 
on men of worth ;—then naturally refults the wif? of 
feeing an ajfociation formed of men of vigorous and 
noble minds, capable of refilling the wicked, of fuc- 
couring the good, and of procuring for themfelvcs 
reft, content and fafety—of producing all thefe effeds, 
bv means dravjn from the greateji degree of force of 
which human nature is capable. Such views adliiat- 
ing a Secret Society would not only be innocent, 
but moft worthy of the wife and well inclined 

man.’T 

What an ample field already opens itfclf to the 
commentating genius of the young adept! The Minor 
Illuminee will begin by inveftigating thofe general 

* The true Illuminee, Inflrudiont for the Superiprs of this degree. 

^ Difcojric on this Degree. . ^ , 
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tnrnes to which the Seft wiihcs to put an 'end; 'And 
what are the crimes^ who. are the wichd.'perjbns that 
tlifturb the peace of mankind by means'of powr exer-, 
cifid over the good ?. What Secret Societies are\thiy. 
which are deftined to confuminate'thcLwilhes.of the 
fages, not by partial, infiirreljimis^. but?^v .the greMefi 
degree of force of which human nature is capable ? In 
a word, what, is that new order of things,. which 
are by fucli unheard of exertions to be fubitituted ia 
•place of exifting.inllitutions ? • ■ 3 •• :'k i 

. The greater.'progrefs the.adept flmll make,.and the 
nearer his .commentaries (hall .coincide with the fpirit 
of the Order, fo much the .more worthy jfhall he be 
judged to fulfil the fecond objeft of this degree. He 
is not yet to prefide over a Minerval. Academy, ’he is 
too inexperienced in the arts of a 'fiiperior; 'aiid the 
Order only entrufls him with two or three of thofe 
pupils; but, as a confolatiori for the fmallnefs of his 
iSlock, he reads in his inftruftions,' that fjoiild he have 
only formed'One or two men for the Order during his. 
whole iife. he will have done a noble ad* ' 

' r, .Small as this^million is, ftill the adept is not left tb 
his own prudence in the execution.!of it; He ’receives 
Inftruftibns by which Jie is to be guided. I forewarn¬ 
ed my reader, that in this pail: .of; my Memoirs 6a 
Jacobinifm, iny oBjeft* was,!.not fplely to proved the 
Confpiracy.of the Illuminees, but to render confpicnotis 
the dangers which threatened fociety, wliile I was un¬ 
veiling the me<uis.adopted by the Seft. Amongl thefe 
means, the laws laid do\v;n*by Weifhaupt for the Mi¬ 
nor Illuminees. are to be eminently diftinguiflied ; >as 
the authority given, and the manner in which it- is to 
be exercifed (at fiift over two‘of three adepts^ only,) 
naturally prepare them for more extenfive-commands. 
Thefe laws and thefe inftruftioris fe^em to be ftraced 
with the venom of the prudent ferpent, unfortunately 
fo much more aftive and ingenious infhd arts of vice 
and feduftion than good men.are in the caufe of;vir¬ 
tue. This partijof Weilhaiipi’s,Code is called— Injirtic-‘ 
tions for forming ufefid labourers in Illimnnifmy and 
from.it I.fliall make a large extraft: Let the 'reader 
meditate on the ^tendency and probable confeqiiencds 
of.fuch-preceprs,.filch Uws^ and artUicc?/all defigned 
.. VoL m.... ., ■: 



^6 


For the fe- 
cofld obje«5t^ 


THE ANTIS0CL4L CONSPIRACY* 

Xo form adepts for the moft general, niott. aftonifhirtg> 
mid moft dreadfut Confpiracy that ever exifted. 

• AfGduoufly obferve (fay thefe inftruftions) every 
Brother entrufted to your care ; watch him particularly 
on all occafions: where he may be tempted not to b^ 
what he ought.to be; that is precifely the moment 
Avhen he muft fhow himfelf; it is-then that the pro-* 
grcfs he has made is to be difcovered* Obferve him 
again,at thofe times when he leaft fufpefts it, when 
neither the defire of being praifed, the fear of being 
blamed, nor the fliame of, or reflexion on the punifli- 
ment, can aAuate his conduft. Be exad on fuch occa¬ 
fions 111 making your notes and obfervations. vYou will 
'gain much both with refpcft to yourfelf andtb your pupil. 

Be careful left your own inclinations fhould bias 
your judgment. Domot think a man excellent becaufe 
he has a brilliant quality, nor judge him to be wicked 
becaufe he has forae ftriking defe<ft; for that is the 
grand failing of tliofe who. are captivated at firft fight. 

*• Above all, guard againft believing your man to 
be a tranfcendant geiiius becaufe his difcourfe is brib 
diant.' \¥e are to judge by fadls alone, whether a man 
is deeply int^refted. : . ; 

Have little confidence in rich or powerful men *; 
their ’ converfion is very flow. 

Your chief objecft muft be to form the heart. He 
that is not deaf to the cries of the unfortunate ; he 
that is conftant though in adverfity, and unfliaken in 
his plans; he that feels his foul glow for great cnter- 
-prkes V and he, particularly, who has formed- Ids mind 
to obfervation, is the man of whom we are in queft. 
Reje(ft‘thofe feeble and narrow minds who know not 
how to quit their nfual fphere. 

• Read with your pupils thofe books which are eafy 
to bo underftood, which abound in the picfturefque, arid 
^re calculated to elevate the mind. Speak to them 
often ; but let your difcourfes proceed from the heart, 
and not from the head. Your auditors' eafily kindle 
when they fee you full of fire. Make them thv-Jl after 
the moment when the grand objeH is to be accompliJl)ed,} 

Above ally Jiimulate the?n to the love of the objefL 
Let them vievj it as grand y import ant y and congenial to 
their intstTjls and^ favourite pajfi 07 is* . ftaint in Jirong 
colours the mifertes of thc'^world; tell them- what men 
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Rre, ami x\)hnt they might be ; what line of condiift they 
fhoiild adopt; how little they know their own interefts; 
how anxionfly our fociety labours for them ; and. defire 
thetn to judge what they may expeft from it, by what^ 
we have already done in the firfl: degrees/’ 

Shun familiarity on all occafions where your weak 
fide may be feen; always fpeak of Illuminifin in 
dignified flyle/’ . - 

Infpire efteem and refpe(^ for our Superiors; and 
dwell ftrotigly on the necefiity of obedience in a well- 
organized fociety/’ ' 

“ Kindte the ardour of your pupil by laying great 
ftrefs on the utility of our labours; avoid dry and me-^ 
taphyfical difeuffions. Let what you require of youi* 
pupils be within their means.. Study the peculiai? 
habits of each j for meii may be turned to any^ thing 
by him who knov)S- h6vj to take advantage of their ruling 
paffions, - ’ * ' '' > 

; To infiife into them' a fpiric of oblervation, begin 
fcy flight eflays in tonverfation^ Aik fonie ealy quef- 
tions on the means of difeovering Ihe.charafter of ^ 
man notwithftanding all his djftimulation. '.Affect to 
think the anfwer a better one than yoii cblfld have giv¬ 
en yburfelf; that gives confidence, and' yoiV will find 
fome other opportunity of delivering your own fenti- 
ments. Inform them of wfiat obfervations you may 
have made concerning their voice, gait, or phifiogno-^ 
my. Tell them alfo, that they have the befl: difpbfi- 
tions, and that they only want praftice. Praife fbmc 
in order to ftimulate-others/^ 

. Having thus become'acquainted with the iin'menfe 
difficulty attending on-the-art of bringing men to the 
point whither you wilhed to lead them, negle(5l no oc- 
eafion of diffeminating the gobd principles whefeVe'r 
you can,-and of infpiring yonf pupils with courage 
and refoltition; but never forget, that he who wifhes 
to convert too many at Oftce will convert nobody,- In i\\t 
towns where you refide, divide the talk withUhe other 
Illuminees of the fame degree as yburfelf Chufe bne 
or two, at rnoft three, Minervals ambng thoft' 'bvef 
whom you have the gi-eateft influence or authority * 
but fpare neither labour nor pains. You will have ac^ 
complifijed a great undertaking if during your winks 
YoU in. • . L z, . . 
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Kfcy you form but two or tliree men, ^ Le\ thofe •who^n 
yoil'have felcded he the conjtant objeCi of all your obfeiw- 
ations.^ JVbe?i one method does not Jucceedffcek- out 
cn.6the7'; and fo on, till, you have found a p.bper, one* 
Study to find out what your pupil is. beft fitted for ; 
in what hitermddiary principles he may be deficienty and 
therefore hiacceffilile to the fundamental ones. The 
grand art confifts in profiting of the right, moment; 
at one time .'it is warm, at; another cool reafoning 
which ,will perfhade.—Let your pupil always think that 
it is to himfelf, and not to you, that he is indebt¬ 
ed for the progtefs he makes. If he • falls, in a pafjiony 
vevn. contradiii ; 'hearken to him though; he he in, the 
wrong., Never controvert the cortfiquenees, but always 
the[, principle, , JVait for (t fasuPurable ;moment when 
you fmy explaik\your fentimerits vAthou^t appearing to 
contradid his, TheMeji.method is to agree with another, 
perfony whom you will pretend to attack on thofe fi.ib\ 
jedsy" white ,tbe':[CandUaie you redly wifi) ^ to' cot:- 
vinpe is e^tly alflanderfy .and takesJ 2 Q, part uvihe.dif 
pitte.r tbeisi fttpport you.r: arguments vjiib'all the vigour 
of which you,idre'cophbl^ J., {„r •' ; ' ' . i 

, , “ Whatever failings'you wifli ,,tc> cofreft in him^ 
fpeak;of tbenVas if theJ^ Xvere not hfe ; tell; the ftory 
as if fomebpdy. elfe' had been• guilty .of them; then 
take his. advice bn the fubjeft'; and by tbefe means he 
becomes his own judge. X ' : . . ' * ^ 

, All this, it is true, requires time : rluirry nothing; 
it is folidity and facility of adion ithat we want in our 
adepts. Often to read, medicate, hearken to,'fee the 
fame thing, and then to aft, is what gives that facility 
which foon becoineSjnaUiral. , , . 

Dp ypu:.wifl> tojdraw forth his opinion ? Propofe 
a difiertation on ceijtain queftions relative to your o\u 
Jeftj'as itf were merely tp cxercife his genius. He thus 
learns how to meditate; bn, the principles while you 
make a,difcovery of thbfe which it is your objeft to 
eradicate from his minjd*.^ . 

Inftruft, advife ; but beware of cold declamations: 
drpp a:few words to the purpofe when you per¬ 
ceive his ijuind to be in a proper ftat^ to.receive them.^^ 

I .• /SNevcr ailc top much, at once ; let your conduft be 
provident, paternal, ;and Iblicitoiis.—Never defpair ; for 
one may do what one pleafis with men, - c 
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Make yourfelf mafter of the motives of the prin¬ 
ciples your pupil has acquired from his education. If 
they be not confonant with our views, weaken them by 
infenfible gradations, -and fiibfticuce and ftrcngtheu 
others. But great prudence is neceffary to operate 
this.’' 

' Obfcrve what religion, fefts, and politics, make 
men do.—One may enthufiallically wed them to fol¬ 
lies ; it is therefore in the manner of leading them that 
the whole art of giving the upper hand to virtue and 
truth confifts. Oyily employ the fame means for a good 
purpofe which impojlors employ for evil, and you will 
fuccecd. If the wicked are powerful, it is becaufe 
the good are too timid and too indolent. There may 
he circiimjianees alfo, under which it will become ?iccef ^ 
firy to (})ow difpleafurey and even anger, in defence of 
the 7 'igJns of nianP 

Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend to 
the purity of the views which aftuate the Order; and 
that antiquity, power, or riches. Illould be perfedly 
indifferent to them.” 

Tell them, that flitonld they find elfewhere a fo- 
ciety which would lead them with greater fpeed or 
with more certainty to the defired end, the Order 
would eternally regret the not having been acquainted 
with it before—That in the mean time we obey the 
laws of our Superiors, labouring in peace, and perfe- 
cuting no man.—Follow thefe rules of conduft, and 
once more remember, that you will have rendered an 
effential fervice to the world^^ though you fliould form 
but two men according to our principles. 

' ^^.Cat'efidly profit of thofe moments when your pupil is 
difcontented with the world, and when every thing goes 
contrary to his wijhes ; thofe moments when the mojl 
powerful man feels the want of the fupport of others, 
to attain a better order of things. It is then that you 
mud prefs the fweiling heart, ftimulate the fenfibiiity, 
and demonftrate how necejfary fecret focieties are, jor 
the attciinweiit of a better order of things 
■ But be not too eafy in your belief with refpeft to 
the reality or conftancy of fuch feelings. Indignation 
may be the effedi of fear, or of the fleeting hopes of fame 
pajfion which one wifijcs to gratify. Such feelings are 
not naturalized; men are not perfed in fo^llioit a 
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time ; prepare for the Xvorjiy and then infiJL A h^rt 
\vhicli ealily melts eafily changes.” > 

Never proinife too much, that you may be able to 
perform more than you promife. Rekindle exhaiifted 
courage; reprefs excellive ardour j infpire liope in 
misfortune, and fear in fuccefs.” . 

Such are tlie rules which ‘will form you for a good 
preceptor and a leader of men. By an exaft attention 
to them you will add to the number of the eleft. If 
your own happincfs be dear to you, labour (under our 
direcftion) at delivering many thoufands of men, who. 
wifli to be good, from the dire neceffity'of being wick¬ 
ed.—Believe us, for it is the precept of experience, 
bereave vice of its povjcr^ —and every thing will go w^el! 
in this world: for if vice be povi^rful, it is only becaufe 
one part of the good is too indolent, while the other is 
too ardent; or elfe, that men fiiffer themfelvcs to be 
divided, or leave the care of Revolutions to futurity; 
the fad iSy that in the mean time they had rather bend 
tender the yok^y than efficacioufly refift vice. If they 
once became fenfible that virtue does not entirely corifijt. 
in patieficCy but in adion dlfoy they would ftart from 
their ileep—For your part, unite with the Brethren j 
place your confidence in our Society; nothing is im- 
pofiible to it, if we follow its laws. We lalx)ur to fc- 
cure to merit its juft rewards; to the weak fupport, to 
the wicked the fetters they deferve ; and to man his 
dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land of' 
Promife, the land of abundance and blefling; but which 
as yet, alas! we difeover but. from a diftance.”* 

I was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe of 
this extraft by my reflexions» but w^hat reader is there 
that will not afk himfelf. What zeal, what ftrange ar¬ 
dour is this, that can have led Wcifliaupt to combine 
and diXate means fo powerful to captivate the minds 
of his pupils ? Is there a parent, is there a preceptor, 
whofe love for his child or his pupil ever fuggefted 
more efficacious rules? Thefe, however, are only a 
few of the lefibns which the Minor Illuminee is always 
to liave prefent to his mind to direX him in the train¬ 
ing of the young adepts. He is not alone entrufted 
with the talk. All the Brethren of the fame degree 

* Extrad; from the InrcniiSlions C. and D. for tiie Minor lUiiminees.. 
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partake in the care of watching over the lower ones, 
and each notes on his tablets even the moil inlignificanc 
circumftances. Their feveral obfervations are com¬ 
pared, and of the whole a general ilatenient is formed 
according to which each pupil will be judged by his 
fuperiors.f Meanwhile it is natural to a{k, what can 
thefe principles be for which the youth is fo carefully 
trained ? What can be the fuhliine virtue that is to be 
the refult of fo much care? We (hall foon difeover 
them, the principles of ftiamelefs villany, /This fubltme 
virtue is the combination of every art that can plunge 
mankind into corruption, and^ immerfe him in all the 
horrors of univerfal anarchy. Yes, we fliall fee the 
man who fays to his difciples, employ the fame mems 
for a good purpofe vjbich- impofiors employ for evily 
proved to be the arch-impoftor, training his difciples 
to every crime, and preparing the mod terrible difaf- 
ters for fociety with more ardour and more artifice 
than ever the upright man has been feen to employ 
zeal and wifdom in the caufe of virtue and the fupport 
of the laws. 

The better to difpofe the young adepts, the Minor 
Illuminee is affifted in his funftions and overlooked by 
the Major Illuminee, that is to fay, by the adepts of the 
iiigheft degree ambng thofe of the preparatory clafs, ' 

.f Inftrudiou C. Sed. U. A. a* 
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Fifth Pari of the IllumineeS’^’^Fourth preparatory Dc* 
gree—I be Major lUwnineey or the Scotch Novice, 

T he degree which follows that of Minor Illuminee 
is Ibnietiines called Major Illuminee,;;2X-oXhtr 
times, Scotch Novice, Under'this two-fold denomina¬ 
tion a double object is comprized. As Scotch Novice, 
the adept is turned in upon^Mafonry and it:is.only a 
fnare for impofing upon the credulity of thofe, who 
have not given the requifite'‘iy,mptoms for being ini¬ 
tiated in the higher myfteries'of the-Seft. It is an 
introdudion to the degree of Scotch/Knight, which 
terminates the career of the dupes. But as a degree 
of liluminifm, ,it, will encompafs the adept with ne\Y 
bonds, .more-extraordinary andrmore firm than the for¬ 
mer; it is a more immediate preparation for the.gtand 
myfteries; in fliort, it is from this degree that theimaf« 
ters for the Minerval Academies are felefted. : { 

■ Let us .begin by laying, open the artifice of that 
ftrange bond which the adept .will never dare to rend 
afuncier, though he ftiould wiQi to withdraw fi'om Illu- 
minifm, ‘or moi"e particularly fliould he be tempted to 
reveal what he may have already .difeovered of the ar¬ 
tifices, principles, or grand ohjeft of the Sed. 

Before the candidate is admitted to the new degree, 
he is informed that his reception is refolvcd on, 
provided he gives fatisfadory anfwers to the following 
qiieftions: 

L Are you acquainted with any fociety grounded on 
a better conftitutibn, or more holy and folid than ours, 
and which tends with more certainty cr expedition to 
the objeft of your wiflies ^ 

IL Was it to fatisfy your curiofity that you entered 
our fociety? or, was it to concur with the chofen 
among men to univerfal happinefs ? 

III. Are you fatisfied with what you have feen of 
our laws ? Will you labour according to our plan, or 
have you any objeftion to propofe againft it ? 

IV. As tl'.erc will be no medium for you, declare at 
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once, whether yon wifh to leave us, or whether yoil 
will remain attached to us for ever ? 

V. Are you a member of any other fociety ? 

VI. Does that fociety impofe any tjiing detrimental 
to our interefts; for example, the difeovery of our 
fecrets; or, does it require you to labour for itfelf 
exclufively ? 

VIL Should fuch things be ever required of you, tell 
tis upon your honour, whether you would be difpofed 
to acquiefee in them?. 

' Thefc queftions anfwered, there ftill remains another Life of th^ 
proof of confidence which the Order expeds from the 
candidate. This is nothing lefs than an exad and can- ^ 
did account of his vjbole lifcy written without any refer^ 
vation or dijjimnlafwn whatever. The neceffary time 
is given him; and this is the famous bond, or rather 
fnare, into which when Weifliaupt has once brought 
the candidate he exultingly exclaims, Now I hold 
him ; I defy him to hurt iis ; if he fiould wifh to be^ 
tray us, we have alfo his fecrets It would be in 
vain for the adept to attempt to diffimulate. He will 
foon find that the moft fecret circumftances of his life, 
thofe which he would moft anxioufly wifli to hide, are 
all known by the adepts. The arts which he has hi¬ 
therto pradifed to pry into the moft fecret motions of 
the hearts of his pupils, into their tempers and paflions, 
their connedions, their means, their interefts, their 
adions and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all 
been more artfully employed by others in watching 
himfelf. Thofe who compofe the lodge into which he 
is going to be received, are the very perfons that have 
been ferutinizing his paft life. 

All the difeoveries made by his Infinuator, all the 
ftatements he has been obliged to give of himfelf as 
required by the Code, every thing which the Brother 
Scrutators, either known or unknown, have been able 
to difeover concerning him during his degrees of Mi- 
nerval or of Minor Illuminee, have been accurately 
tranfmitted to the Brethren of the new lodge. Long 
before his admiffion, they had accomplifhed themfelves 

in the fcrutiniz<ing arts_Thefe wretches then 

will mimick even the canonization of the faints 1 The 
very precautions which Rome takes to difeover the 
Vol. IIL , , M 
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lead taint in thofe whom it propofes to the vcneratfoii 
of the faithful, this illiniiiniz.ing fed will adopt, in 
order to fatisfy itfelf that in its adepts no civil nor reli¬ 
gions virtue can be traced. Yes, the villains in their 
dens wifhed to know each other, and fmiled to fee 
their accomplices as wicked as themfclves. 

I cannot conceive whence Weifliaupt could have 
taken this part of his Code; but let the reader form 
an idea of a feries of at lead fifteen hundred quedions 
on the life, the education, the, body, the mind, the. 
heart, the health, the paffidns, the inclinations, the ac¬ 
quaintances, the connexions, the opinions, the abode, 
the habits, and even the favorite colours of the candi¬ 
date ; on his relations, his friends, his enemies, his con- 
duX, his difeourfe, his gait, his gediire, his language, 
his prejudices, and his weaknellcs. In a word, quef- 
tions which relate to every thing that can denote the 
life or charaXer, the political, moral, or religious fen- 
timents, the interior, or exterior of the man ; every 
thing he has faid, done or thought, and even what he 
would fay, do, or think, under any given circumdances. 
Let the reader form an idea of twenty, thirty, and 
fometimes a hundred quedions on each of thefe heads. 
Such will be the catechifm to which the Major IllumU 
nee mud be able to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to 
follow in tracing the lives or charaXers of the young 
brethren, or even of thofe profane of whom the feX 
wiflies to have particular information. Such is the 
fcriitinizing' Code which has direXed the refcarches 
made as to the life of the candidate antecedent to his 
admiffion to the degree of Major Itkiminee, Thefe 
datutes are called by the Order the Nofee te ipfum 
(know thyfelf). When one brother pronounces thefe 
words, the other anfwcrs Nofee alios (know others); 
and this anfwer denotes much better the objeX of the 
Code, which might very properly be dyled the perfed 
fpy. Let it be judged by the following quedions : 

On the Phyjiognomy of the Candidate Is he of a- 
florid complexion, or pale ? Is he white, black, fair, or 
brown ? Is his eye quick, piercing, dull, languifiling, 
amorous, haughty, ardent, or clejeXed ? In fpeaking, 
does he look full in the face and boldly, or does he 
look lideways ? Can he endure being dared full in the 

I Is his look crafty, oi:. is it open and free; is it 
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gloomy and penfive, or is it abfent, light, infignificant, 
friendly, or ferious ? Is his eye hollow,, or level with the 
head, or does it ftare ? Hb forehead, is it wrinkled^ 
and how ; perpendicularly, or horizontally 

His Countenance it noble or common, open, 
cafy, or conftrained ? How does he carry his head ; 
ered or inclined, before, behind, or on one fide, firm 
or fliaking* funk between his flioulders, or turning 
from one fide to the other 

His Gait:---Is it flow, quick or firm ? Are his fteps 
long, fhort, dragging, lazy, or fkipping drc. 

His Language:—Is it regular, difordeiiy, or inter¬ 
rupted ? In fpeaking,. does« he agitate his hands, hia 
head, or his body, with vivacity? Does he clofe upon 
the perfon he is fpeaking to ? - Does he hold them by 
the arm, clothes, or button-hole ? Is he a great talker, 
or is he taciturn ? If fo, why ? Is it tlirough prudence,, 
ignorance, refped, or floth ?” &c. 

His Education:—To whom does he owe it? Has, 
he always been under the eyes of his parents? How 
has he been bi'oiight up, and by whom ? Has he any 
efteem for his maffiers ? To whom does he think him- 
felf indebted for his education ? Has he travelled, and. 
in what countries ?” 

Let the reader, by thefe queftions, judge of thofe 
which treat of the mind, the heart, or the paflions of’ 
the candidate. I will juft note the following : 

When he finds himfelf with different parties, which 
docs he adopt, the ftrongeft or the weakeft, the witti* 
eft or the moft ftupid? Or, does he form a third? Is 
he conftant and firm in fpite of all obftacles ? How is 
he to be gained, by praife, flattery, or low courtfliip; 
or by women, money, or the entreaties of his friends ?^^ 
—<< Whether he loves fatire,. and on what he exer- 
cifes that talent; on .religion, fuperftition, hypocrify, 
intolerance,, government, minifters, monks ?^^ (tire, &c. 

This however is, not all that the ferutators are to 
note ill their ftatements. They are to elucidate each 
anfwer by a faft, and by fuch fafis chiefly as chara^erize 
tl)e man at a moment when he leaf fufpeds it,^ They 
are lo follow their prey to his bolfter, where they wilL 

* See Weifliaupt*s Lettersi 

M. X 
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lem‘?i whether he is a hard Jleeper^ whether he dreamSy 
and vjhether he talks when dreaming; whether he is eafily 
or with difficulty awake7ted ; and jhoidd he be fuddenlyy 
forcibly^ or imexpeBedly awakened frorn his^ Jl^epy what 
hnpreffion woidd it make on him P 

Should any of thefe queftions, or any part of the 
Candidate's life, not have been fufficieiitly inveftigated 
by the Lodge, divers of the brethren are ordered to 
direft all their enquiries towards that point. When at 
length the refult of all their refearches is found to co¬ 
incide with the willies of the Seft, the day for his 
reception is appointed. Neglecting all the infignifi- 
cant particularities of the mafonic rites, we fliall attend 
entirely to thofe circuniflances which peculiarly belong 
to Illuminifm. 


Reception 
to the de- 
j^ree of 
Major Illu- 
Jiiince. 


jLIfe of the 
Candidate 
by the 
brethren. 


The adept, introduced into a gloomy apartment, 
reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever he may fee 
in or learn from the Order. He then depolits the hif- 
tory of his life (fealed up) in the hands of his intro¬ 
ducer. It is read to the Lodge, and compared with 
the hiftorical table which the brethren had already 
formed refpeCling the candidate. This done, the In¬ 
troducer fays to him, You have given us a welcome 
and valuable proof of your confidence ; but indeed 
we are not unworthy of it; and we hope that it will 
even increafe in proportion as you become better 
acquainted with us. Among men whofe foie ob- 
jeft is to render themfelves and others better, and 
to refeue the whole world from its miferies, no dit 
liniulation fliould fubfift. Far be any referve from 
us. We ftudy the human heart—and do not hell* 
tate or blufli at revealing to each other our faults 
or errors,—Here then is the piClure which the Lodge 
had drawn of your perfoii. You muft own that 
fome features are not unlike. Read, and then an- 
fwer, whether you ftill wifli to belong to a fociety 
which (fuch as you are reprefented here) opens its 
arms to receive you.’^ 

Could indignation operate more powerfully on the 
mind of the Candidate at the light of his having been 
fo treacheroully watched, than the fear of abjuring a 
fociety which lienccforth pollelles fuch arms agaiiift 
him, he would not hefitate at alking for his difmiffion; 
but he fees the confequences of fuch a ftep, and feels 
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that it iTiight coft him ^^ery dear. Bcfides, he Is fo 
familiarized with the fcrutinizing fyftem, that he can 
fcarcely be offended with it, though operating on him- 
felf. He is left for a certain time to his meditations. 
The defire of acquiring a new degree works upon 
him and at length turns the fcales; he is introduced 
to the Lodge of the Brethren ; and there the veil 
which hides the fecrets of the Sed is partly railed ; or, 
rather, he is himfelf ftill more unveiled,, that the Scft 
may difcern whether all his views and wiflies coincide 
with theirs. 

After a fuitable preamble, the Initiator tells him, 
that he has ftill feme few queftions to anfwer, rela- 
tive to objefts on which it is abfolutely neceflary tliat 
the opinions of candidates fliould be known.” 

The reader is delired to pay particular attention to 
thefe queftions ; as it will enable him, when he fliall 
come to read of the myfteries, more clearly to obferve 
the fucceflion and gradation with which fuch princi¬ 
ples are infilled into the mind of the adept, as if he 
had invented and conceived them all himfelf. 

I. 'Do you'find, that, in'the world we live in, 
virtue is rewarded and vice puniflied ? Do you not on 
the contrary obferve, that the wicked man is exteriorly 
more comfortable, more confidered, and more pow* 
erful, than the honeft man ? In a word, are you con¬ 
tent with the world in its prefent fituation 

II. In order to change the prefent order of things, 
would you not, if you had it in your power, affemble 
the good and clofely unite them, in order to render 
them more powerful than the wicked ? ” 

III. If you had your choice, in what country 
would you wifli to have been born rather than in your 
own?” 

IV. In what age would you wifti to have 
lived ? ” 

V. Always premifing the liberty of choice, what 
fcience and what ftatc of life would you prefer ? ” 

VI. With refped to hiftory, who is your favourite 
author or your mafter ? ” 

VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty bound to 
procure all the exterior advantages pollible for your 
tried friends, in order to recompenfe them for their 
probity, and to render life more agreeable io them ? 
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Ai'C you ready to do what the Order exads of each? 
lueniber in this degree, when it ordains that each one 
fliall bind himfelf to give advice every month to the 
fuperiors, of the employments, fupport, benefices, or 
other fuch like dignities, of which he can difpofe, or 
procure the pofleffion by means of his recommenda¬ 
tions \ that the fiiperiors may prefent worthy fubjedls 
of onr Order to all fuch employments 

Tl'iC anfwers of the candidate are to be returned 
in writing, and inferted in the regifters of the Lodge. 
It will naturally be expefted, that the greatefl: diffatis- 
faftion with the prefent order of things is to be ex- 
prefled, as w^ell as an ardent wifli for a revolution 
which fiiall change the whole face of the Univerfe. 
He will alfo promife to fupport, by all the means in 
his power, the eledion of none but worthy brethren 
to offices of emolument and truft, or fuch as may augi 
ment the power or credit of Illuminifm, whether about 
the court or among the people. On his declaring 
fuch to be bis fentiments, the Initiator addreffes him 
in the following difcoiirfe : 

Brother, you are a witnefs, that it is after havings 
tried the bell of men, that we feek little by little to 
re%vard theni^ and to give them fupporty that we may 
infenfibly fucceed in new modellhig the world. Since 
you are convinced how imperfeftly men have fulfil- 
led their real deftiny; how every thing has degene* 
rated in their civil injiitiitions ; how little the teach- 
ers of wifdom and of truth have enhanced the value 
of virtue, or given a happier difpofition to the 
world ; you miift be perfuaded, that the error lies in 
the means which the fages have hitherto employ- 
ed. Thofe means, therefore, mufl be changed, in 
order to reinftate in its rights the empire of truth 
and wifdom. And this is the grand ohjeft of the 
labours of our Order. Oh, my friend ! my bro^ 
ther ! my fon 1 when here convened, far from the 
profane, we confider to what an extent the world 
is abandoned to the yoke of the wicked, how per- 
fecution and misfortune is the lot of the honeft 
man, and how the better part of human nature is 
facrificed to perfonal interefl. Can we at fuch a 
fight be filenty or content ourfclves with fighingp Shall 
f we not attempt to JJmke off the yoke P—YeSy my Iro* 
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^ thsr^ rely upon ns. Seek faithful co-operators, but 
feek tliem not in tumults and in ftorms; they are 
hidden in darknefs. Proteded by the (l^ades of flighty 
Jblitary and filent^ or reunited in [mall numberSy they^ 
** docile childreuy purfue the grand %vork under the di- 
redion of their fuperiors. They call aloud to the 
children of the world, who pafs by in the intoxica- 

tion of pleafure-how fesv hearken to them. 

He alone who has the eye of the bird of Minerva, 
who has placed his labours under the proteftion of 
the ftar of night, is fure of finding them.” 

But, left this diftourfe fliould not have given the 
Candidate a fufficient infight as' to the ohjecl of the 
new degree, the Secretary' opens the Code of the 
Lodge, entitled .A general view of the fyjicm of the 
Order. Here the young Illuminee learns, that the ol> 
jeft of the Order is to difufi the pure truth, and to 
make virtue triumph. Nothing, however, is explicitly 
^ faid on wliat is to be underftood by the pure truth. 
He is only told, that in order to diftufe it, he muft 
begin by liberating men from their prejudices, and by 
enlightening their nnderftandings; then reunite all the 
common forces for the refinement of all fciences from 
C the drofs of ufelefs fubtilties, and for the eftablifliment 
of principles drawn from Nature.—To attain tliis,” 
continues the Secretary, we muft trace the origin of 
all fciences; we muft reward opprefled talents; we 
muft raife from the duft the men of genius; we muft 
undertake the education of youth ; and, forming an in- 
diflToluble league among the moft powerful geniufes, we 
muft boldly, though with prudence, combat fuperjlU 
tiouy incredulity y and folly ; and at length form our 
people to true, juft, and uniform principles on all 
fubjefts. 

Such is the objeft of our Minerval Schools, and 
of the inferior degrees of Mafonry, over which our 
Order wiflies to acquire all the influence pollible, iiH 
order to direft it towards our objeft. We alfo have 
our fiiperior degrees, where the brethren, after having 
paffed through all the preparatory degrees, become ac¬ 
quainted with’the ultimate refult of the labours and of 
all the proceedings of the Order.” 

To obtain the completion of that refult, it will be 
neceflary to diveft vice of its power, that the. baaefji 
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man may find his recoinpenfe even in this world ; but 
in this grand project, vje are countera^ed by the PrinceY 
mi the PrieJii?ood; the political coujlitutions of nations' 
oppofe our proceedings* In fiich a (late of things then' 
what remains to be done? To inlligate revolutions,’ 
overthrow every thing, oppofe force to force, and ex¬ 
change tyranny for tyranny? Far be from us fuch' 
means. Every violent reform is to be blamed, becaufe 
it will not ameliorate things as long as men remain as 
they arcy a prey to their padions ; mid becaufe wifiom 
needeth not the arm of violence^ 

The whole plan of the Order tends to form men, 
not by declamation, but by the proteftion and rewards 
which are due to virtue. IVe miijl infenfibly bind ihef 
hands of the protcBors, of difordeVy and govern them 
vjithout appearing to domineerP 

In a word, we muft eftablifh an iiniverfal empire, 
over the whe^e world, without dellroying the civil ties. 
Under this neve ■empire, all other governments mujt he 
able to pw fite their nfaal procefs, and to exercife every 
povjer, excepting that of hindering the Order from aU 
taining its ends, and rendering virtue triumphant over 
viceP^ 

This viftory of virtue over vice was formerly the 
objeft of Chrift, when he eftablifhed his pure religion. 
He taught men, that the path to wifdom confifted in' 
letting themfelves be led for their greater good by the 
beft and wifeft 'men. At that time preaching might 
fuffice ; the novelty made truth prevail; but at prefent, 
more powerful means are neceflary. Man, a flave to his 
fenfes, muft fee fenfible attraftions in virtue. The foiirce 
of paffions is pure ; it is neceffary that every one Jhotdd 
he able to gratify his within the bounds of virtue, and 
that our Order fmdd fiirnijh him with the means 

It confequently follows, that all our brethren, edu¬ 
cated on the fame principles, and ftriftly united to each 
other, fliould have but one obje^ft in view. JFe ?fiuji 
cncompafs the Powers of the earth with a legion of inde^ 
fatigahle men, all direUmg their labours, according to the 
plan of the Order, tovoards the happinefs of human nature 

--but all that is to be done in filence; our brethren 

are mutually to fupport each other, to fuccour the 
good labouring under oppreffion, aiid to feek to acquire 
tljofe places which give power, for the good of the caufeP^ 
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Had we a certain number of fuch men in every 
countryy each might form two others. Let them only 
be united, and nothing will be impoflible to our Order; 
it is thus that in filence it has already performed much for 
the good of humanity.^* ^ 

You behold, Brother, an imnienfe field opening to. 
your ailivity ; become our faithful and worthy co-ope¬ 
rator, by feconding us with all your might; and re¬ 
member, that no fervice will pafs without its juft 
reward.” 

After this leflbn, two chapters direftly treating on . 
llie fundions of the major Illuminee are read to him* 
With the firft he is already acquainted ; it is the Code 
of the Infmuator or Brother Recruiter. He is alfo now 
entrlifted with it, as it is part of his duty in future to 
judge of the pupils of all the Infinuators, The fecond 
treats of the duties of the Scrutator; this is alfo deli- 
Ver^ed into his care, becaufe he muft particularly exer- 
cife that art while prefiding over the Minerval acade¬ 
mies : and he muft necefliirily learn how his new bre¬ 
thren found means of tracing fo exaft an hiftorical 
portrait of himfelf, and of penetrating even more fuc- 
cefsfully than he could into the interior recefles of his 
heart: he muft alfo learn to diftinguifli fuch pupils as, 
with difpofitions fimilar to his own, are worthy of be¬ 
ing admitted to his new degree. He now has but one 
more degree to go through, before he is admitted into 
the clafs of the myfteries, and this is termed by the 
Sedt the Scotch Knight 

* The whole of this chapter is nothing more than an extradl front 
the degree of Major Illuminee^ and from the inftrudlions contained in the 
’jitual of that code in the T^rue JUumimc. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

iixth Part of the Code of the Illimhiees.•••Intermediary 
Clafs—Pbe Scotch Knight of lUuminifn; or Dire diing 
Illuminee. 

U NDER, the appellation of Intermediary Clafs of 
Illiiniinifni might be comprehended all the De¬ 
grees which Weifliaupt had borrowed from .Freema- 
fonry. In that cafe we fhoiild comprize under this 
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice^ Fellovj^ 
Crafty and Majicr, But it has been already faid, that 
thefe degrees are fiinply a pafTport for the Seft into 
the Mafonic Lodges; and that its objeft may be lefs 
coiifpicuoiis, it leaves them in their original Mafonic 
ftate. This, however, is not the cafe with the higher 
degrees of Scotch Mafonry. The Seft Ihrewdly fur- 
iniled that the views of thefe degrees coincided with 
their own: befides, it wanted fome of thefe fiiperior 
degrees, either for the direftion of thofe Mafonic 
Lodges which it compofed of its own members, .or 
who were to gain admittance, dominate, and prcfide 
over other Lodges which w^ere not devoted to Illumi- 
nifm.—The great veneration in which the Scotch 
Knights are generally held by Mafons, more flrongly 
determined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf mafter 
of this degree, and engraft it on Illuminifm. The 
Seft has conftituted this into both an intertnediary and 
a ftationary degree. It is Jiationary for tliofc into 
whom it defpairs of ever infufing the principles re¬ 
quired for a further admiflion to tlie myfteries; but it 
is only intermediary for thofe who have fliown difpofi- 
tions more accordant with the purfuits of the Seft.* 
Whatever may be his deftiny, no Brother is ever ad¬ 
mitted into this new degree, until he has prei^ioufly 
given proofs of the progrefs he has made in the arts of 
Scriitatory whofe code miift have been his chief ftudy 
fince his admillion to the degree of Major liluminee. 
The fecret Chapter of the Knights has had the precau¬ 
tion to propole certain qiieftions to him to aftertain 


Original Writings, Vol. II. Part I. Sed. ii. 



^HE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 63 

Ilow fcir he is capable of judging of the ftate of the 
mind by exterior appearances. He will have had' to an- 
fwer, for example, to the following ones What.is 
the charafter of a’Mnan whofe eyes are perpetually 
in motion, and whofe countenance is changeable? 

What features denote ’ voluptuoufnefs, melancholy, 

'‘ and pufillanimity , 

^ As a further proof of the progr'efs he has made, he 
is to tranfmk to his'fupcriors another diflertatlon oil 
the lijfe of the'hero whofe name he bears for his cha- 
rafteriftic. The hiftory of his own life, which he had 
delivered in the antecedent degree, had, laid open the 
whole of his exiftence, and all his aftiohs through life. 

This new dilfertatlon will fliow the Order what he ad¬ 
mires or difapproves of in others, and will particularly 
demonftrate whether he has difeovered thofe qualitiea 
iii.bis patron which the Order wiflred he flionld im¬ 
bibe and imitate when it gave him his charaftcriftic.l 
Should any part of his life have efcaped the vigilance 
of the. Scrutators, he is ftill at liberty to give a new 
proof of his confidence in the Order ; and this is de- 
feribed as a meritorious aft ^ but he may referve it for 
the cognizance of the Superior of the Order only.f 
He is then to declare under his hand-writing, that he 
lobks upon the Superiors of Illuminifm as the fecret 
and unknown though legithnate fuperiors of Freemafon- 
ry; that he adheres and always will adhere to the illu-. 
minized fyfiem of Mafonry, as the beft and moft ufeful 
exifting; that he utterly renounces every other aflbei-* 
ation; that he is in^ fliort, fo perfuaded of the excel¬ 
lence of Illiiminifin, that he fully adopts its principles, 
and firmly believes, himfelf bound to labour, under the^ 
direftion of his fuperiors, at the oljed and according to 
the intentions ■ of the Order for the happinefs of man-, 
kind.II '■ V 

After having received thefe numerous pledges,, the ceremd^. 
Scotch Knights invite the new Brother to a fecret nies of re-. 
Chapter'] for fuch .is the name given to the Lodges 
of this degree. It is hung with green, richly deco¬ 
rated and brilliantly lighted. The Prefeft of thc^ 

* See this degree, SeA. 4,* No. a and 3. 

\ See fecond Inflrudlion for this degree, No, 8. 
t Ibid. No. 8. c 

H Ibid. Reverfal Letters. 

Vol. III. N 2 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


Kniglits, booted and fpurred, is feated on a throne 
created iinder-axanopy al! of the fame colour. On hii 
apron a green^.crofs is feen, and on his breaft the liar 
of the Order; he wears the riband of St. Andrew ita 
falter from right to left, and. holds a mallet in Ills 
hand. On his .right. ftands. the .brother fword-bearer, 
bolding the fword of the Order; on his left the mailer, 
of the ceremonies; with a flick in one hand, and ibe 
ritual in the 9 ther. ;The Knights aflembled are all 
booted and fpurred, each girt with. a fword, and alt 
wear the crofs fufpeuded at,their necks by a green nV! 
band. The Officers of the Order- are to be dillih- 
guiflied by a plumage, and a priell/of the Order com^ 
pletes the Lodge. The Prefed then delivers himfelf a?.- 
follows to the Candidate: . \. ... t. 

P You here behold a part of thofe unknown legion?* 
which are united by indiflbliible bonds.to, combat*fdf; 
the caiife of hiunanity. Are you willing to,..make" 
yourfeljf worthy of watching with them for the fane- 
tuary ? Your heart mull be pure,* and a heavenly arl 
dour for the dignity of nature mud fire your breaft*. 
The ftep you are taking is the moft important one! 
of your life. . Our games arc not vainly ceremonial.j 
In creating you a knight we, exped of yon that you 
will perform exploits, grand, noble, .and worthy of 
the title you receive. Long life to yoii, if you come* 
to us to be faithful; if honeft and good, you anfwer* 
our expedations. Should you prove a falfe Brother,' 
^.^'be both curfed and unhappy, and may the grand* 
^^ Archited of the Univerfe hurl you into the bottouK 
lefs pit! Now b^nd tby knee, and on this fword: 
take.the oath of the Order. 

. At thefe words the Prefed feats himfelf, the Knights, 
are ftanding with their fwords drawn, and the Candi¬ 
date pronounces the following oath j 

I proinife obedience, to the excellent Superiors 
of the Order. -In as much.as; k lliall depend 
upon me, I engage-rnever to favour tlie admilfioii 
of any unworthy, member into thefe holy degrees^ 
--to labour at rendering the Ancient Malbnry tri- 
umphant over the falfe fyftems which have crept 
into it—to fuccour, like a true Knight, innocence, 
poverty, or opprefted honefty —to he the flaU 
y iercr of the great^ nor the Jlave of Princes com^ 
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^^ bat coiirageoiifly, though prudently, in the caiife of 
Virtuey Libertyy and TVtf.iovi—-to relift boldly, both 
for the advantage'of the Order and of the world, 
SuperjUtiGn and Dcfpotif:n- I never will prefer niy 
own .private intereft to that of the Order. 1 will 
defend my Brethren againft calumny. I ivill dedicate 
my life to the dlfcovery of the true Kcdigion and real 
dotirhies of Freejnafouryy and I udill impart my difio- 
'aeries to rny Superiors, I will difcloie the fecrets of 
my heart to my Superiors as to my bed friends. So. 
long as I fliall remain in the Order I fliall look upon 
the being a Member of it as a fiipreme felicity. I 
alfo engage to look upon all my domcftic, civil, and. 
focial duties as moft facred. So help me God, both 
for the happinefs of my life, and for the peace of 
my mind.’^ 

. In return for this oath the Prefeft declares to the 
Candidate that he is going to create him a Kniglit of 
St. Andrew, according to the ancient iifage of the 
Scotch— Klfcy^ he fays, and in future beware of 
ever bending thy knee before him who is only man 
like thyfelf.”* 

To thefe ceremonies the adept Knigge added a cer¬ 
tain number of others which were mere derilions of 
the rites of the Church. Such, for example, was the 
triple benediftion which the Prieft pronounced over 
the new Kniglit, fiich the atrocious mockery of the 
laft fupper, which terminated the ceremony. But, im¬ 
pious as is the imitation, Weifliaupt declares it to be 
dtfgujiing becaufe it is ftill religiousy thcofophlcaly and 
horrovjed from fuperJiition,X But what perfectly coin¬ 
cided with the views of the Bavarian founder were, 
the inftruftions given to the new Knight. He is en¬ 
raptured with that difeourfe, where one may obferve 
the Illuminizing Orator felecfting the moft impious, 
artful, and diforganizing fyftems of Mafonry, to make 
them at once the myfteries of their Mafonic Lodges, 
and an immediate preparation for thofe of Illuminifm. 

Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in the 
Second Volume of thefe Memoirs f concerning the 
Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of Errors and 
of Enitb, He will there have read of a time when 

♦ Ibid. Se 6 t. 7. 

I See the laft word of Philo, Page too, 


t Chap. XI. 
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man, difengaged from the fenfcs and free from mat¬ 
ter, was ftiil more free from the yoke of the lav/s and 
from political bondage, to wliich he was only fubjefted 
by his fall. He will there have feen, that the daily 
efibrts of man iTiotild tend to the overthrow of Go¬ 
vernments, that he may recover his former pin*ity and 
ancient liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might' 
there have demonftrated that abfiird Idealifm reducing 
our fenfcs to vain fiftions, that the proftitution of them 
might be but a chimerical crime there, in fhort, T 

^ WTien treating in the Second Volume of the religious. 
;and political tenets of the Martlnifts, I did not extend my 
refearches to their do 6 trine of Idealifm^ and 1 frankly confefs 
that I did not fufficiently underfland that part of their Apo- 
calypfe. Since the publication of diat Volume, however, 
I have met with a Gentleman perfedtly capable of compre¬ 
hending any intelligible fyftem whatever; I mean the Abbc' 
Berlins, redding at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me 
in terms firailar to thofe in which fome other people had re¬ 
proached me refpe 6 ting the Roficrucians. What you ha^e nvrit^^ 
ten^ faid he, is ALL true, hut you have riot told the WHOLE 
truth. I had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I ne¬ 
ver will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbe. 
Benins condefeended to give me fome little infight into the, 
dodlrines of this famous St. Martin. It fully confirmed ever)r. 
thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinifls,^ 
with refpecfl: to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended; 
origin of that foul forming a part of God, of the ejfence of God, 
end of the fame fubjlance —But what I had not laid was, that 
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftence, or 
at leaft has fuch a feparate exiftence, and is fo entirely null 
with refpedl to the foul, tlrat there neither is nor can be any* 
relation whatever between it and the foul 5 in fine, that It is, 
with refped to us, as if it were not. I had furmifed thefe con-: 
fequences in a converfation which I had had with an eftimable, 
young man, the Vicomte de Maimbourg, whom the Martin^ 
ifts had endeavoured to taint wiih their erroneous dodrines. 
When they came to treat of the pleafure of the fenfes, throw.^ 
that to the fre, they fay in their treatife of morality ; to the 
fre : give to the fre all it cfks ; that is not the fpirit, all that 
does not afcB the foul; and this fre is matter ; it is the fenfes, the 
body. Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Maninift tells us, 
‘‘ It is in vain that the enemy purfues me with liis illufions* 
“ Matter fhall not have remembrance of me here below. 

Does man tafte the pleafures of matter ? When the fenf^a. 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

s’iiigbt have fliown according to the Martinift, that in 
all ages, this I'yftem of corruption and diforder has 
been the doftrine and fecret of true Philofopliy. . This 
intermediary degi^ec was deftincd by Wcifliaupt to 
ferve as a point of union between the Mafonic Lodges 
and Illuminifm. It was but natural that he iliould 
have Iclecded the mod inonftroiis and mod artful fydeni 
of the Craft. Let not tlie reader therefore be adon- 
idled when he fees the Antitheofophid, the Atheid, 
the M-itcrialid Weidiaupt borrowing in tliis degree 
the dovdrines of the Martinids on the two-fold princi* 
pie or double fpirit. But let it be alfo remembered, 
that whenever, in confequence of this artifice, he is 
obliged to life the words fpirit oi* fuuly he informs the 
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the Code, 
only to conform to the vulgar expreffwn* This pre¬ 
caution taken, the Initiator may without apprehenfion 
repeat the fophidicated leflbns on the twofold princi¬ 
ple. And indeed one might be tempted to think, that 
the doftrines he lays down as the grand object of Free* 


feel pain or pleafure, is it not eafy to perceive that It Is 
not man that feels this pain or pleafure (No. 235, of 
the Man of Dcjtrcy hy the Author of a <worh On Errors and on 
Truth.) How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all 
the pallions and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may grati¬ 
fy them without affedting his foul either for the better or for 
the worfe, what mondrous confequences muft enfue to morals! 
And indeed a Danilh Martinift was confulted by the Vifcount, 
who, more candid than the recruiting Brethren, anfwered, 
“ Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our myfteries ;— 
“ I am unfortunately engaged,.and fliould in vain attempt 
to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fucceed ; 
“ but, for your part, take care never to deliver yourfelf 
over to thofe men.”. The Vifcount followed his advice. Aj 
to the Abbe Bertins, he was too much for Mr. de St. Martin, 
who had to argue with a man that perpetually objefled—if 
my foul is part of God., and of the fubftance of God, my 
foul muft be God. After three months lefTons, which the 
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbe Bertins only fubmitteA 
to through curiofity, the learned teacher violently exclaimed, 
‘‘ / fee / never Jhali he able to convince a Divine and thus 
Mr. de St. Martin took leave of a fcholar far more ficteA 
<0 teach him real knowledge than to receive, his fophifticji^ 
Md lefTons, 
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Mafojiry had all been copied from the Martinifl: fyfteiT!* 
He begins by deploring a great Revolution which had 
in former ages deprived man of his primitive dignity. 
He then reprefents man as having had the faculty of 
recovering his ancient fplendour ; but that by the abufe 
of his faculties he had again immerfed himfelf Rill 
deeper in his defiled and degraded Ration. The very 
fenfes are blunted, and fuid to lead him into error on 
tlie nature of things. Every thing that he beholds in 
its adual Rate is jalfchood, fhovj, and illufion ; and he 
lays particular Rrefs on thofe fchools of fages which 
had, ever fince the time of the grand Revolution, pre- 
ferved the fecret principles of the antique dodrines, or 
of true Mafonry. Nor does the monRrous hierophant 
bliifh at placing Jesus of Nazareth among thofe 
fages, and blafphenioiilly numbering the God of the 
ChriRians among the Grand MaRers of llluminifm- 
But foon was the doftrine of ChriR falfified, and PrieRs 
and Philofophers raifed on thefe divine foundations an 
edifice of foUVy pf'ejiidicey and fdfinterefl. Soon alfo 
does the tyranny of Priejlhood and the Defpotifm of 
Princes coalcfce in the opprejfion of fuffering humanity* 
Free Mafonry oppofes thefe difaRroiis attempts, and 
endeavours to preferve the true doftrine ; but it has 
over-burdened it with fyinbols, and its lodges gradu¬ 
ally fubfide into feminaries of ignorance and error.-— 
The Illuminees alone are in pofieflion of the real fe- 
crets of Mafonry ; many of them are even Rill to be 
the objeds of their refcarches; and the new Knight 
is to devote all his attention to their difeovery. ^ He is 
particularly recommended to jittdy the dodrines of the 
ancient Gmjlics and ManichesanSy vjhich may lead him 
to many important difeoveries on this I'eal Mafonry, He 
is alfo told, that the great enemies which he will have 
to encounter during this inveRigation will be, ambi¬ 
tion, and other vices which make humanity groan itn- 
dcr the opprefion of Princes and of the Priejlhood,^ 

The- obfeurity which enwraps thefe leflbns on the 
new and grand Revolution which is to counterad the 
ravages of the former,, is not the flighteR of Weif- 
fiaupi’s artifices. With refped to Princes, this is the 
JaR degree to which they are admitted. They are to be 

Sec this degree. Art. S. InflriKaion on the Mafonic Hieroglypliics, 
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perfiiaded, that the antique Revolution was no other 
than the coalition of the powers of the earth with the 
Priefthood, in order to fupport the empire of religious 
prejudice and fuperftition ; and that the new Revolu¬ 
tion to be effefted is the re-union of Princes with Phi- 
lofophy, to overthrow that empire and enfnre the tri¬ 
umph of reafon. Should the ferene adept be ftartled 
at his having fwoni never to flatter the great nor to he 
a Jlave to Princes^ he will be reconciled again by the lat¬ 
ter part of the oath, where he engages to look upon bis 
domeflicy civily and focial duties as moji facred. But 
let him form what opinion he may as to his initiation, 
he has neverthelefs fworn, that he will prote(^ the Bro¬ 
therhood from fuperftition and defpotifm ; that be nvill 
obey the moJi excellent fuperiors of the Order ; that he 
will favour its progrefs with all his power, and that 
he believes it alone to be in pofleifion of the fecrets of 
real Mafonry. 

In the lefs important clafs of adepts, fliould any ftill 
hanker after their Tbeofophical ideas, that is to fay, 
fliould Weiftiaupt defpair of ever infuling into them 
its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, they are con¬ 
demned to become flationary in this degree; and he 
impofes on them as a talk the explication of all the 
Hieroglyphics of Mafonry, which they may fet to the 
tune of the grand Revolution. Under pretence of dif- 
covering a more perfeft religion, he perfuaded them 
that Chriftianity was at this day nothing more than fu- 
•perftition and tyranny. He has infiifed into them his 
hatred for the Priefthood and the exifting forms of 
Government. That will fuffice to procure him agents 
of deftruftion ; as to re-edification, he has not fo much 
as mentioned it to them. 

But fhould there be found among the number of its duties 
Knights men who of themfelves dive into Che meaning 
of that great Revolution which only deprived man of 
his primitive dignity by fubjefting him to the laws of 
civil fociety, fhould they have comprehended the 
meaning of this other revolution which is to reftore 
every thing by re-eftablifhing man in his primitive in¬ 
dependence, fuch men will be pointed out by the Scru¬ 
tators. It is at them that tl^e Code particularly aims 
wlieii it fiys; Lit the Scotch Knights ferioufly rejlcdy 
Yoh III. 0. 
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that they are prejidtng over a grand ejiafdifnmenty vjhofe 
objed is the happinefs of mankind. In fliort, thefe 
Knights have to ad the parts of fuperiors in the order; 
they are the Infpedors or the Dirctiors of all the pre¬ 
paratory clafs. They have on that account affembhes 
peculiar to theinfelves, called Secret Chapters, The 
fir ft duty of thefe chapters is, to watch over the in- 
tercfts of the Order within their diftrid. The Scotch 
Knights, fays their firft inftrudion, are to pay parti¬ 
cular attention to the difcovery of any plans 'which may 
contribute to the coffers of the Order,, It voere 
much to be wijhed that they could devife means of pnU 
ting the Order into poffiffion of fonie confiderable reve¬ 
nues in their province,—He that fljall have rendered 
Jb fignal a fervice muji never hcfitate at believing that 
thefe revenues are employed in the moji noble piirpofes,--- 
7’he vjhole muJi lab out vAth all their might to confix 
lidate the edifice little by little vAthin their dijh'id, until 
the finances of the Order findl be found to be competent 
to its vievjs,^" 

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe Knights 
with the government of the preparatory clafs. Each 
Knight is to correfpond widfc a certain number of 
brethren who have the diredion of the Minerval aca¬ 
demies. The Code contains inftrudions which point 
out to them iipcwi what objeds they are permitted to 
decide ; what brethren they are to forward or thwart 
in their promotion ; and what reports tliey are to 
make to their fuperiors. In their correfpondence with 
their inferiors they make life of the common cypher, 
but when they write to the chiefs they employ a pecu¬ 
liar charader which may truly be called hieroglyphic. 

They are particularly charged with the inlpedion 
of the Major Illuminees. “ The Scotch Knights,” 
fays the Code, fliall be particularly attentive that 
the Major Illuminees do not negled to mention in 
their monthly letters fuch employments as they may 
f have to difpofe of.”f 

I have fliown, in the foregoing chapter, how ufe- 
ful and indeed how neceffary this precaution proved 
for recompenfing the zeal of the brethren. The adept 
Knigge wiflied to demonftrate that it might be equally 

* See firft,Inftrudlion for this degree. 

I Second Irilrudion, No. la. 
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ufeful for princes, when combined with the fcrutini- 
zing code. Let us fiippofe,” fays he, that a Prince,, 
having an Ilkimiiiee for his Minifter, wilLes to find 
a proper perfon to fill any vacant office ; by means 
of the ScnitatorSy the Minifier may immediately 
prefent the faithful portrait of divers perfonages, 

‘‘ from among whom the Prince will only have to 
^ make his election.”* But every reader, I hope, will 
recoiled, that in confequence of the oath that has 
been taken by the Minifter to difpofe of all places In 
favour of the brethren, and that according to the dh 
redion of the Knights, he will only prefent fuch adepts 
for thofe offices as the Order fliall have chofeii ; and 
thus will Illuminifin foon difpofe of all benefices, em¬ 
ployments, and dignities, and have the entire direction 
of the whole power of the State. 

Meanwhile, until the Sed fhall exert this influence its infinio 
over Courts, the Scotch Knights are to acquire an ab- 
foliite fway in the Mafonic lodges. Their laws on this pree-Ma- 
head delerve particular attention. We fhall feled. the fonry. 
following: 

In every town of any note fituated within their 
diftrid, the fecret chapters fhall eftablifh lodges for 
the three ordinary degrees, and fliall caufe men of 
found morals, of good repute, and of eafy cirenm- 
ftances, to be received in thefe lodges. Such men 
are much to be fought after, and are to be made 
Mafons, even though they Jlmuld not be of any fervicc. 
to Illuniinifn in its ulterior projedsd^\ 

If there already exifts a lodge in any given town; 
the Knights of Illuminifm miift find means of efta- 
blifiling a more legitimate one ; at leaft, they fliould 
fpare no pains to gain the afcendancy in thofe which 
they find eflablifhed, either to reform or to dejlroy 

ihernd^X 

They ninfr ftrongly exhort the members of our 
lodges not to frequent (without leave of their fuperi- 
ors) any of thofe pretended conflituted lodges, vjho 
hold nothing of the EngttfJy but their diplomas, and fame 
few fymbols and ceremonies vjhich they do not undcr*^. 

* I^aft Obfervations of Philo, Page 95. 
f. Third Inftru< 5 lion for the fame degree, No. i. 
f Third loHrudiion-for the fame degree, No. 3.. 
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(land. All fuch brethren are perfedly ignorant of 
true Mafonry, of its grand objed, and its real patrons. 
Though fome of the greateft merit are to be found in 
fuch lodges, %ve neverthelefs have ftrong reafons for 
not readily allowing them to vilit ours.”*" 

Our Scotch Knights mull pay great attention to 
the regularity of the fnbordinate lodges, and nivji 
above all things attend to the preparation of candidates. 
It is here that in a pi'ivate intercoiirfe they will fliow a 
man that they have probed him to the quick. Stirprije 
him by Jome enfnaring qitejlion in order to obferve 
whether he has any prefence of mind. If he be not 
ftaunch to his principles, and fhoiild expofe his weak 
fide, make him feel how great his necefllties are, and 
how ncceflary it is for him to be guided entirely 
by us.”f 

The Deputy Matter of the Lodge (who is generally 
the auditor of the accounts) mntt alfo be a member of 
our Secret Chapter. He will per fund e the lodges that 
they alone difpofe of their fluids ; but he will take care to 
employ them according to the views of the Order. Should 
it at any time be neceflary to-help one of our brethren, 
the propofition is made to the lodge ; though the bro¬ 
ther fliould not even be a Mafon, no matter^ fome ex^ 
pcdient miijl be found to carry the pointd^ 

No part of the capital, however, mutt in any cafe 
be alienated, that hereafter we may find the neceffary 
funds for the mojl important undertakings. The tenth 
part of the fubfcriptions of thefe lodges mutt be an;? 
nually carried to the Secret Chapter. The treafurer to 
whom thefe funds mutt be tranfmitted, (hall colled 
them, and endeavour by all kinds of expedients to. 
augment themJ^X 

But before any part of our own funds are appro¬ 
priated to the help of any of our brethren, every effort 
fiiall be made to procure the neceffary fuccours from 
the funds belonging to lodges which do not pertain to 
our fyllera.—/w general^ we money which thefe lodges 
fpcnd in a nfiefs manner^ fhoidd be converted to the ad^ 
vancemcnt of our grand obje^d^^ 

Whenever a learned Mafon fliall enter our Order, 

* Ibid. No. 5. -|- Ibid. No. 9. 

Third InflruAion for the fame degree, No. f' § Ibid. 13. 
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he mud be put under the iminediate direftioii of our 
Scotch Knights.”'’^ 

From what code can Weifhaupt, or his compiler 
Knigge, have felccFcd fuch laws as thefe for their 
Scotch Knights ? Many readers will be ready to anfwer, 
that they muft have learned them from a Mandrln, a 
Cartouche, or fome hero of the gibbet. But it is no 
fuch thingtheir own ingenuity was fufRcient to in¬ 
vent fuch doftrines. Weimaupt lays down as a prin¬ 
ciple, that the end jujiifies the inean^: he made the aj> 
plication of it when he taught his adepts to rob the 
libraries of Princes and Religious Orders; Ills ccnhpiler 
Knigge applies the fame principle to the funds of the 
houclt Mafons; and we (hall foon fee what iile they 
made of thofe funds. It will be in vain for the Illumi- 
nee (more zealous for the honour of his founder than 
for that of the compiler Knigge) to objeft, that Weif- 
haupt never approved of the degree of Scotch Knight. 
It is true he never much admired it. But it is not the 
fyilem of theft (evidently deduced from his. own prin¬ 
ciples) that he reprobates; not a Angle expreflion in 
any of his letters can denote that he did fo ; for Knigge 
might have anfwered, uehat do thofe fools of Mafons do 
•with that money P juft as Weifliaupt had written 'ivhat 
do thofe rafcnls of Monks do vnih their rare books ? He 
blamed it not for its principles, but becaiife he thought 
it a miferable compofition .* der elende Scottifehe riiter 
grade are the terms in which he exprelTes his contempt. 
When he correfted this degree, the thefts were not the 
parts which he expunged; they were too ferviceable 
to the Order. Weifliaupt, however, confented to let 
this degree (fuch as it was) ferve as a preparation for 
the myileries of his Epoptes; that is to fay, for his 
piiefis of Illuminifm; and when confidered in that 
light it may be truly faid, that the Knights brigands 
were but pitiful and miferable indeed. I will’, how- 
ever, give the reader an opportunity of judging for 
himielf. 

i 

^ Tilled Inllrudlon for the fame degree, No, i6i 
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or prelimi¬ 
nary exam¬ 
ination. 


CHAP. IX. 


Seventh Pan of the Code of the Illuminees,—Claf of the 
Myjhries.—Of the lejfr Myjieries; the Epopi or 
Prieji of Ilhmnnifm. 

H owever accurately the Seft may have afeer- 
tained the progrefs of its adepts in the prepara¬ 
tory degrees, ftill Weifhaupt feems to fear that fome 
may be ftartled when they come to be acquainted with 
the ultimate views of Illuminifm. He wiihes therefore 
to lead them to his darkeft plots by gradual fliades. 
Hence the divifion of lefler and greater myfteries, and 
the fubdivilion into degrees. The firft: degree into 
which the adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of 
Epopt; but thefe new dignitaries are only known by 
that title to the inferior clafs; the higher degrees call 
them Piiejis.’^ • * 

Let not the reader take alarm the denomination 
of Icjfer myjieries, as if they were of no confeqnence ; 
for he will gradually, as he afeends, difeover their dark 
deligns and dealings. But before the adept is allowed 
to proceed, he miift colleft every thing that his mind, 
his memory, or all his former leflbns can afford, of 
anti-religious and anti-focial .principles, to enable him to 
give written anfwers to the following queftions: 

I. Do you think the prefent ftate of nations corre- 
fponds with the objed for which man was placed upon 
earth? For example, do governments, civH affociations, 
or religion, attain the ends for which they were de- 
figned ? Do the Iciences to which men apply furnifli 
them with real lights; are they conducive (as they 
ought to be) to real happinefs? Are they not, on the 
contrary, the offspring of numberlefs wants, and of the 
unnatural ftate in which men live ? Are they not the 
crude inventions of crazy brains, or of geniufes labori- 
oufly fubtle ?” 

11. What civil affociations and what fciences do you 
think tend or do not tend to the grand objed ? Did 
there not formerly cxift an order of things more fini- 
pie ? What fort of an idea can you form of that an¬ 
cient ftate of the world C’ 

* Philo to Spartacus.—laflrudlions for this degree. 
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« III. Now that we have palled through all thole 
Buliities (or through all tbofe ufdcfs and vain jorms of 
ear civil coujihuimis) do you think that it would be 
poflible to return back to the original and noble limphci- 
ty of our forefathers ? Suppohng we had returned to it, 
would not our pad misfortune render that llate more 
durable? Would not all mankind be in a fimilar date 
with an individual who, having enjoyed the fweets of 
innocence during his childhood, and fallen a prey to 
error and his pailions during his youth, at length, in- 
ftrufted by the rilks he has run, and by experience, 
endeavours to return to that innocence and purity 
which rendered liis chiidliood fo happy 

IV. What means were bed to be employed for 
redoring mankind to that happy date ? Should it be 
by public meafures, by violent revoludons, or by any 
means that Ihould enfure fiiccefs ?” 

V. Does not the Chridian Religion in all its puri¬ 
ty afford fome indications, dots it not hint at fome 
date or happinefs fimilar to this? Does it not even 
prepare it 

“ VI. Is this holy and fimple religion really what 
different feeds profefs it to be at this prefent day, or is 
it more perfeft 

VII. Can this more perfeft Qiridianity be known 
or tan gilt ? Could the world (fuch as it now is) fupport 
a dronger degree of light? Do you not think that, be¬ 
fore the numberlefs obdacles could be removed, it 
would be proper to preach to mankind a religion 
more perfeft, a philofophy more elevated, and the art 
of each oue^s governing himfelf according to his 
greated advantage 

“ VIII. Would not our moral and political views 
lead men to oppofe this bleding ? From our political 
and moral views then, or from an ilbjudged intered, 
or even from deep-rooted prejudices, theie obdacles 
originate. If men, therefore, oppofe the renovation 
of human happinefs, is it not becaufe, flaves to ancient 
forms, they rejeft and reprobate every thing which is 
not to be found in thofe forms, tliough it fliould be the 
mod natural, the granded, and mod noble of all 
podible things ? Does not perfonal intered, alas! at 
prefent preduminate over tlie general intered of manr 
kind V* 
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IX. Miift \vc not then lilently and gradually reme-* 
dy ihofe diforders before we can flatter ourlelves with 
the re-eftabiiniment of the golden age? Meanwhile, is 
it not advifeable to dijfeininate the t7uth in Secret 
Societies 

X. Can we trace any fuch fecret doftrine in the 
ancient fchools of the fages, or in the allegorical 
Idfons given by Jefus Chrift, the Saviour and liberator 
of mankind, to his moll intimate difciples ? Have you 
not obferved a fort of gradual education in that art 
which you fee lias been traufmitted to our Order, from 
the higheil antiquity ?”* 

Initiation of Sliould the aiifwers of the Candidate to all thefe 
the Epopt. quellions fliow that the progrefs he has made in his 
gradual education is not what the Order had reafon 
to expert, he wall folicit in vain the advancement he 
hoped for. Should his anfwers be equivocal, he will 
receive orders to prepare new ones, or to be more ex- 
plicit.f But if he fliow the proper difpofitions, and 
the Seft forefee no probability of his being (tartled at 
the leflbns of the .Hierophant on thofe grand objefts 
which are to be difclofed to him, the Superiors give 
their aflent, and a fynod of the Tlluminized priefthood 
Is held. The day of the initiation is fixed. At the 
hour agreed upon, the introducing adept waits upon 
his new profelyte and takes him into a carriage. The 
windows being clofed, the candidate blind-folded, and 
the coachman continually winding and varying his 
courfe, are precautions more than fufficient to hinder 
the profelyte from ever being able to trace the fpot 
to which he is conduced. Led by the hand, and llill 
. blind-folded, he flowly afeends to the porch of the 
temple of the. nlyfteries. His guide then diverts him 
of the Mafonic infignia, puts a drawn fword into his 
hand, takes off the bandage from his eyes, and leaves 
him, ftriftly forbidding him to proceed a ftep until he 
heai*s the voice which is to call him. He is then left 
to his refledioiis. 

Yv^ith refpeft to the pomp of the niyfteries, when 
the Brethren celebrate them in all their fplendoiir, the 
walls of the tejnple are hung in red, and lighted up 
with an immenfe number of candles or lamps. A 

* Inn:rud;ion for tills degi'ee. 

f ibij. luither ini{:ru<a:ions on the admilhon to the degree of Pcicll. 
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voire is at length heard, faying, ^ Come! enter unhapr 
py fugitive! The fathers wait for you; enter and 
fliuc the door after you.’^ The profelyte obeys tlie 
voice which calls him. At the bottom of the temple 
he beholds a throne under a rich canopy with a table 
before it, on which lie a crown> a fceptre, a fword, 
fome pieces of gold money, and precious jewels, all 
interlaid with chains. At the foot of this table, on a 
fcarlet cufliion, is thrown a white robe, a girdle, and 
the fimple ornaments of the facerdotal coflume. The 
profelyte, (landing at the bottom of the temple and in 
front of the throne, is addreffed by the Hierophant as 
follows: Behold and fix thine eyes on the fplendour 

of the tlirone^ If all this childifli nniimmery, thefe 
crowns, thefe fceptres, and all thefe monuments of 
human degradation) have aiiy charms in your eyes, 
fpeak 5 and it may be in our power to gratify your 
wiflies. Unhappy man ! if fuch are your objefts, if 
you wifh to rife to power that you may affifl in the 
oppreffion of your Brethren, go, and at your peril, 
make the triak Are you in quell of power, of 
force, of falfe honours, and of fuch fuperfluities, 
we will labour for you; we will procure fuch tram 
lient advantages for you, we will place you as near 
the throne as you can defire, and will leave you to 
the confequences of your folly; but obferve, our 
fanftiiary fliall be for ever fliut againfl you.” 

On the contrary, do you wifli to be initiated into 
wifdom, would you teach the art of rendering men 
better, more free and more happy, then be welcome, 
be thrice welcome. Here you behold the attributes 
of Royalty, and there, on the cufliion, you fee the 
modell veflment of innocence ; make thy choice, and 
let it be the choice which thy heart fiiall diftate.” 

If contrary to all eXpeftations, the Candidate fliould 
make choice of the regalia, he hears a thundering 
voice exclaim, Monfler, retire 1 ceafe to pollute this 
holy place ! Begone, fly, before it be too late.” At 
thefe words he is led out of the temple by the Brother 
who introduced him.—But fliould he chufe the white 
robe, how different will be the language I Health 
and falutation to thy great and noble foul! Such 
was the choice wc expefted from you. But flop, h: 
Vqk III. I 
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^ is not permitted to you to inveft yourfelf witli that 
robe, until you have learned to what you are in 
future deftined by us.”* 

The Candidate is then ordered to be feated. The 
Code of the Myfteries is opened, and the Brethren in 
filence attend to the Oracles of the Hierophant. 

Now, reader, you who liave been through fo long a 
courfe of trials, qiieftions, rituals, and inlidious degreesj' 
who have been led through all the preparatory laby¬ 
rinth of illuminized education, if dill you be in thei 
dark as to the objeft of fuch precautions and artifices^ 
follow me into this den which the Seed dares call the 
holy place ; feat thyfelf by the adept, and liften to their 
Oracles.—This is the mafter-piece of the founder. Hear 
with patience, though your indignation fliould be ex¬ 
cited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifm, in impiety, 
in blafphemy againft your gofpel and your God, treach¬ 
ery againfl your Magiftrates, your country, and its 
laws, againd your titles and your rights, againd thofe 
of your ancedors and your progeny—Let Kings and 
Subjects, the rich and poor,, the merchant and the la¬ 
bourer, let every clafs of citizens attend ; let them 
hearken, and learn at length what hellifli . plots are 
contriving againd them in the dark recedes of thefe 
diabolical dens. In vain fhall the lethargic foul acciife 
us of credulity or grolindlefs terrors. Thofe ledbns 
which the Se<d view as the mader-piece of their code 
lie before me, fuch as they flowed from the pen of the 
Legidator, fuch as tliey were publidied by order of the 
Sovereign who feized the archives of the Sect, that all 
nations might learn the dreadful dangers with whicli 
they were menaced.f I have them again embelliflied 
by the compiler of the Sedl, correfted and reviewed by 
the Council of the Areopagites, atteded by the "compiler 
as true and conformable to the copy ligned and fealed 
with the fignct of the Seft.f 

Read then, and rock thyfelf to deep in tlie cradle of 
voluntary ignorance if thou cand, content with having 
adlired thyfelf that evei7 confpiracy againd' the ex- 
idence of civil fociety or of all government whatever, 

* Ibid, further Inftru( 5 tions on the admiffion to the degree of Prieft. 

, -J- Original Writings, Vob II. Part a. 

\ Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus, from Page lO to 70, and certi-i , 
jeates of Phiig at the beginning of this degree. 
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every confpiracy againft the exiftence of property, can 
be but a chimera. 

It is to the Candidate, and in prefence of the Breth¬ 
ren already initiated to thefe inyfteries, tliat the Illii- 
minizing Prefident addrefles the following .difeourfe r 

Difiourfe of the Hierophant for the Degree of Prieji or 
Epopt of the lUuminees 

• At length (he fays) the time of your reward fuc- 
ceeds to the trials of an affiduoiis preparation. At 
prefent you know yourfelf, and have learned to know 
others; you are what you ought to be, fuch as we 
.wifiled, to fee you. It will now be your duty to cqn- 
duft others.—What you already know, and what you 
are about to learn, will expofe to your view the ex¬ 
treme weaknefs of human nature. In this advantage 
^lone lies the true foiirce of power which one man ex- 
ercifes over another. The dark clouds diffipate ; the 
fun of light rifes; the gates of the fanftuary unfold ; 
a portion of our myfteries is going to be revealed to 
you. Let the gates of the temple be flint againft the 
profane; I will only fpeak to the Illuftrious, to the 
Holy, to the Eled. I fpeak to thofe who hav^ ears 
to hear, who have tongues which they can com¬ 
mand, and who have minds fufficiently enlightened 
to Linderftand. 

Surrounded by the Illuftrious, you are about to 
Filter into that dais which bears an eflential part in the 
government of our fublime Order. But do you know 
what it is to govern, can you conceive what this right 
can be in a feefet fociety \ To exercife fuch an empire, 
not over the vulgar or the grandees of the people, but 


\ I have compared the two editions of this difeourfe. The firfl gives 
it juft as Weifhaupt compofed and pronounced it at his firft initiations. 
The fecond has been corredled by his adept the Baron Kiiiggc, loiown 
by the characfteriftic of Philo. All the difference that I could obferve, 
was a flight refinement of the ftyle in fome parts, while prolix paf- 
fages had been added in others. T remarked, that the Compiler Knigge 
had literally copied all the impious, feditious, and frantic leffons of tho 
original—I have given the preference to the original. In place of adding, 
I jfhall rather retrench, and only mention the moft ftriking palfages, 
making fuch refledlions as circumftances may require. Weifliaupt, ac¬ 
cording to the idiom of the German .language, always addrefled the 
Candidate in the third perfon plural: in this particular, we have follaw- 
fd Knigge’s corredlion, as more fuitable with our language.. 

Vol. III. P 2 
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over the moft accompliflied men, over men in all fta- 
tions, of all nations, of all religions; to reign over them 
without any exterior conftraint, to keep them united 
by durable bonds, to infpire them all with one fpirit; 
to govern <vith all poffible precifion, adlivity, and fi- 
lence, men fpread over the whole fitrface of the globe, 
even to its iitmofl confines. This is a problem which 
no political wifdom has ever been able to folve. To 
reunite the diftinftions of Equality, Defpotifm, and Li¬ 
berty ; to prevent the treafons and perfeciitions which 
Yvonld be the inevitable eonfequences ; of nothing, to 
create great tilings; to (land firm againft the fwelling 
torrent of evils and abufe ; to make happinefs iiniver- 
fally fnine on human nature ; would be a mafter-piece 
of morality and polity reunited. The civil conftitu- 
tlons of ftates offer but little aid to fuch an undertak-p 
ing. Fear and violence are their grand engines ; 
with us, each one is voluntarily to lend his afliftance. 
.... Were men what they ought to be, we might on 
their firft admiflion into our fociety explain the great-* 
nefs of our plans to them ; but the lure of a fecret is 
perhaps the only mean of retaining thofe who might 
turn their backs upon us as foon as their curiofity had 
been gratified : The ignorance or iinperfeft education 
of many makes it requifite that they fliould be firft 
formed by our moral leflbns. The complaints, the 
murmurs of others againft the trials to which we are 
obliged to condemn them, fufficiently fhow you what 
pains we muft beftow, with what patience and what 
conftancy we muft be endowed; how inteiifely the love 
of the grand objeft muft glow in our hearts, to make 
us keep true to bur pofts in the midft of fuch unthank-, 
ful labour; and not abandon for ever the hope of re¬ 
generating mankind.” 

It is to partake with us of thefe labours that you 
have been called. To obferve others day and night; 
to form them, to fuccour them, to watcli over them ; 
to ftimulate the courage of the pufillanimoiis, the ac¬ 
tivity and the zeal of the lukewarm • to inftru(ft the ig- 
norant; to raife up thofe who have fallen, to fortify 
thofe who ftagger ; to reprefs the ardour of raflinefs, 
to prevent difunion ; to veil the faults and weaknefles 
of others; to guard againft the acute inquifitivenefs of 
; to prevent impriuknco and treafon; in flmrt, tq 
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maintain the fubordination to and eftecm of oiir Sip- 
periors, and frieiidfhip and union among the Brethren, 
are the duties, among others ftill greater, tliat we 
impofe upon you.’^ 

Have you any idea of fecret focieties; of the rank 
they hold, or of the parts they perform in the events 
of this world ? Do you view them as infignificant or 
tranfient meteors? O, Brother ! God and Nature, when 
difpofing of all things according to the proper times 
and places, had their admirable ends in view; and they 
make life of thefi fecret focieties as the only and as the 
mdifpenfable means of conducing us thither 

Hearken, and may you be filled with admiration ! 
This is the point whither all the moral tends; it is on 
this that depends the knowledge of the right of fecret 
focieties, of all our dodtrine, of all our ideas of good 
and bad, of juft and tin juft. You are here fituated be¬ 
tween the world paft and the world to come. Caft 
your eyes boldly on what has paffed, and in an inftant 
ten thoufand bolts fhall fall, and thoufands of gates 
fhall burft open to futurity—You fhall behold the inex- 
hauftible riches of God and of Nature, the degradation 
and the dignity of man. You fliall fee the world and 
human nature in its youth, if not in its childhood, even 
there where you thought to find it in its decrepitude 
and verging towards its ruin and ignominy.” 

Should this long exordium, which I have iieverthe- 
lefs abridged, have fatigued the reader, let him reft 
and refled: for an inftant. The enthuliaftie ftrain 
which predominates in this firft part pervades the 
whole. Weifhaupt thought it neceflary to his objed 
to afford his profelytes no time for refledion. He be¬ 
gins by inflaming them; he promifes great things; 
though this impious and artful mountebank knows 
that he is going to fob them off with the greateft fol¬ 
lies, the grolfeft impieties and errors. I have called 
him an impious and artful mountebank; but that is 
falling far Ihort of what the proofs atteft. Weifliaupt 
knows that he deceives, and wiflies to delude his pro¬ 
felytes in the moft atrocious manner. When he has 
milled, he feoffs at them, and with his confidants de¬ 
rides their imbecility. He has, however, his rcafons 
for beguiling them, and knows for what ufes he in¬ 
tends them when he has infufed into them his erroneous 


101 



loz ' the antisocial conspiracy. 

and vicious principles. Tlie gi'eater the confideration 
they may enjoy in the world, the more heartily he 
laughs at their delufion. He ilms writes Jto his dntU 
mate friends: You cannot conceive how much my 
^ degree of Priefl: is admired by our .people. But 
what is the moft extraordinary is, that feveral great; 
^ .proteftant and reformed divines, who are of our Or- 
der, really believe that that part of the difcourfe 
" which alludes to religion contains the true fpirit and 
" real fenfe of Chriftianity ; poo?' mortals / what could 
" I not make yon believe P —Candidly I own to you, 
" that I never thought of becoming the founder of a 
" religion.^'* In this manner does the impoftor de¬ 
lude his followers, and then feoffs at them in private. 
Tliefe great divines were probably of that clafs among 
the proteftants which we fliould, among us, call apof- 
tates, a Syeyes or an Autun, for example; for it is 
impolBhle that .any man endowed with common fenfe 
or candour could avoid feeing that the whole tendency 
of this long difcourfe is the total overthrow of all re¬ 
ligion, and of all government. 

A fecond obfervation well worthy the notice of our 
readers is, the extreme importance which the Seft gives 
to ficret focieties, and what mighty expedations it 
grounds on their myfterious exiftence. Let nations 
and chiefs of nations examine themfclves, refleft wLe- 
1 tber they have ever calculated the means and impor¬ 

tance of thefe fecrec focieties fo well as thofe who 
founded them ; and fay, whether fear and diffidence 
on the one fide fliould not keep pace with the expeda* 
tions and confidence of the other. But let us retutH 
to the Lodge wherein Wciftiaupt initiates his adepts. 

Continuing his enthufiaftic (train, the Hieropliant in¬ 
forms the profelyte, tjiat Nature, having a great plan 
to develop, begins by the leffer and moft imperfect 
parts; that flie then regularly proceeds to the middle 
terms, to bring things to a ftate of perfedtion ; which 
ftate may ferve as a point whence flie may again do- 
part, to raife them to a higher order of perfedtion. 

" Nature (fays he) makes ns begin at infancy, from 
infancy (he rai(es us to manhood. She at-fiift left us 
in the favage ftate, but foon brought us to civilization. 


• Orig, Writ. Vol. II. Let. i8, from Weifhaupt to Zwack^ 
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perhaps that we might be more fenfible, more enrap¬ 
tured and tenacious of what we are, from viewing the 
contraft of what we were. But to what changes, and 
thofe of an order infinitely more important, does our 
future deftiny lead us!” 

Wd*e the candidate mafter of his own reafon, he 
muft conclude from thefe principles, that human na¬ 
ture had acquired perfcdlion when palling from the 
lavage ftate to’that of civil fociety ; that if he is ftill 
to acquire perfe<5tion it can never be by returning to 
his primitive ftate. But fophifters have their tortiiofi- 
ties, and the adepts are involved in a folly and blind- 
nels, with which the Almighty God permits them to 
be ftricken, fince they prefer error to truth, and iin- 
piety to Chriftianity. 

As has the individual man (continues the Hiero¬ 
phant) fo human nature in the aggregate has its child¬ 
hood; its youth, its manhood, and its old age. At each 
of thefe periods mankind learn and are fubjeft to frefti 
wants—hence arife their political and moral revolu¬ 
tions'*-It is at the age of manhood that human na-/ 

ture appears in all its dignity. It is then that, taught 
by'long experience, man conceives at length how great 
a misfortune it is for him to invade the rights of others, 
to avail himfelf of fome few advantages, purely exte¬ 
rior, to raife himfelf, to the prejudice of others. It is 
then that he fees and feels the happinefs and dignity of 
man.” 

The firft age of mankind is that of favage and 
uncouth nature. A family is the whole focicty ; 
hunger and thirft ealily quenched, a flicker from the 
inclemency of the feafons, a woman, and after fatigue, 
reft, are then the only wants. At that period, men cn^ 
joyed the tioo tnojl incjHmahle blejjirigs Equality and 
Liberty ; they enjoyed them to their utmojt extent; 
they ivould-have forever enjoyed them, had they chofen to 
follow the track vjhich Nature had traced for them—-or 
iiad’it not entered the plans of God and Nature firft to 
flio\V man fir ivhat happinefs he vjas defined ; happi¬ 
nefs the more precious, as he had begun by tafting of 
itp happinefs fo early loft, but inftantancoiifly regretted 
and fruitlefsly fought after, until he fliould’have leani- 
ed how io make a proper ufe of his Jirength, and how to 
conduct himfelf ia bis intercQurfe vyitb the reft of 
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mankind. In his primitive ftate he was deftitute of 
the conveiiiencies of life, but he was not on that acr- 
count unhappy; not knowing them he did not feel 
the want of them. Health was his ordinary ftate, and 
phyfical pain was his only fource of uneafincfs-—0/; 
happy mortals / n.vho luere not fufficiently enlightened to 
iilliirh the repofe of your minf or to feel thofe great 
agents-of our miferics the love of power and of dijiinc- 
tionsy the propenhty to fenfuality, the thirft after the 
reprcfentative figns of all wealth, thofe tiuly original 
fins with all their progeny, envy,. avarice, intempe¬ 
rance, ficknefs, and all the tortures of imagination 
( '‘Thus we fee this primitive and favage ftate, this 
firft cffiy of Nature, already transformed (in the 
month of the Hierophant) into the happieft ftate that 
man ever knew : Equality and Liberty are the fove- 
reign principles of happinefs in that ftate. Should the 
reader be as much blinded as the profelyte, and not 
fee wliither all this is tending, let him proceed, and 
hear how man was deprived of this happinefs by the 
inftitution of civil focieties. 

“'An unfortunate germ foon vivifies in the bread of 
man, and his primitive peace and felicity difappear.^^ 

“ As families multiplied, the means of fubfiftencc 
began to fail; the nowade (or roaming) life ceafedy and 
PROPERTY farted into exifence ; men chofe habi¬ 
tations 5 agriculture made them intermix. Language 
became univerfal; living together, one man began to 
meafure his ftrength with another, and the weaker 
were diftinguiftied from the ftrongcr. This undoubt¬ 
edly created the idea of mutual defence, of one indi¬ 
vidual gaverning divers families reunited, and of thus 
defending their perfons and their fields againft the in- 
vafion of an enemy ; hut hence Liberty was ruined 
in its foundation and Equality difippeared. 

“ Opprefled with wants unknown until that period, 
man perceived that his own powers were no longer 
fufficient. To fnpply this defe<ft, the weakeft. impru¬ 
dently fubmitted to the ftrongeft or to the wifeft ; not 
however to be ill-treated, but tliat he might be pro- 
teded, conduced, and enlightened.—-All fnbmiffion, 
therefore, even of the .moft unpoliflied mortal, has an 
exiftence only in as much as he wants the perfon to 
whom he fubjefts himfelf, and on the exprefs condition 
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that riiat perfon can fuccour him. His powe?- teafci 
*when my weaknefs no longer exijlsy or vjhen another 
acquires fuperiority. Kings are fathers; the paternal- 
power is at an end when the child has acquired his^ 
Jirength, The father would offend his children if he 
pretended to prolong his rights beyond that term. Every^ 
man having attained to years of difcrefion • may govern- 
hhnfelf; when a • whole nation therefore is arrived at- 
that period^ there can exiji no further plea for keeping- 
it in veardpnp.^^ ^ 

In putting fuch language into the mouth of the Hie¬ 
rophant, the founder of Illuminirm had too well fludied 
the ftrength and illufion of words; he had been too 
cautious in the choice and preparation of his adepts 
ever to fear that any of them would anfwer, You 
who thus give oracles, what do you linderftand by na¬ 
tions having attained their-majority ? Without doubt 
fuch as, having emerged from ignorance and bar- 
barifin, have acquired the lights neceflary for their 
happinefs ; and to what can they be indebted for thefe 
lights and this happinefs, if not to their civil affocia-^ 
tion ? It will be then, if ever,* that they will find it 
both reafonable and neceflary to remain under the 
guardianfnp of their laws and of their government^ 
left they fliould fall back into the barbarilin and ig¬ 
norance of the roaming clans, or be precipitated into 
the horrors of anarchy, from revolution to revolution, 
under the fiicceflive tyranny of the brigand, of the-ex¬ 
ecutioner of the fophifticated defpot, or under that of 
a fophifter Syeyes and his. colegiflative Marfeillois, of 
a Robefpierre and his guillotines, of the Triumvirs 
and their proferipdons. The populace alone in the 
minority of ignorance, the fophifters alone in the 
majority of wickednefs and corruption, fliall applaud 
thy myfteries.’’ 

Certain of not meeting with fuch refleftions from 
the adepts, the Hierophant continues to inculcate his 
principles by attributing every thing to ftrength, and 
deftroying all principles of morality or of reafori, 
though he will affed the tone of both; and ends by 
forming his judgment on man in fociety, as he would 
judge tigers and wild beafts in the fore ft Sr--‘Thefe arc 
bis new doftrincs. 

Yol. III. 
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Never did ftrength fubmit to weaknefs.—Nature 
has-deftined the weak to ferve, becaufe they have’ 
wants; the {Irbng man to govern, becaufe he can be 
ufeful., Let the one iofe his force, and the other ac¬ 
quire it, they will then change fituations, and he that 
obeyed will command. He that {lands in need of an¬ 
other, alfo depends upon him, and he has renounced 
to him his rights. Hence few wants is the firft ftep to¬ 
wards liberty.* It is for this reafon that the ftwages are 
the mojl enlightened of men^ and perhaps they alone are' 
free^^ Wlien wants are durable, fervitiide is aHb lad¬ 
ing* Safety is‘a durable want. Had men refrained 
from all injudice, they would have remained free ; it 
was injudice which made them bend beneath the yoke/ 
To acquire fafety, they depolited the whole force iii 
the hands of one man; and thus created a new evil, 
that of Tear. The work of their own hands frighten^ 
ed them; and to live in fafety they robbed themfelve^ 
of that very fafety. This is the . cafe of our govern¬ 
ments —then fmll\ve find a protecting force P In 
imion ; but ho\y rare alas 1 is that union, except in oiir 
hew and' fecret aifociations, better guided by wifdomr, 
and leagued in. draitcr bonds! and hence it is that na¬ 
ture itfelf inclines us towards thefe affociations.’^ , ^ 
> Subtle as is the artifide in this defeription of humaii 
hatiire, and in that affeclation of beholding on the one 
fide nothing but tyrants and defpots, and on the other 
only oppreiTed and trembling (laves in the date of fd 
ciety; \yhatever fliare nature may have had in the in- 
di.tution of fecial order, or in reclaiming mankind fi'om 
foreds and wildemcfTes to live under laws and a com^ 
inon chief; the Hierophant neverdielefs exultingly ex^ 
claims, Such is the faithful and philofophic pifture of 
clefpotifm and of liberty, of our wiflies and of our 
fears. Defpotifm was engrafted-on liberty, and froifi 
defpotifm fliall liberty once more fpring. The re¬ 
union of men in fociety is at once the cradle and the 
grave of defpotifm ; it is alfo the grave and cradle of 
liberty. We vs ere once pojfejfed of liberty, and vse lofi' 

it, but to find it again and never to Iofe it more; to learii 
hy' the very privation of it the art of better enjoying it in 
future Reader, obferve thefe words ; if they do not 

* Darum find wildc, imd im hochilen grad aiirgeklartc, vc^Ueichv 
die eiiizigc freye menrehew. 
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€vidently point out the objed of the Seft, if you do not 
perceive the Avifli of bringing mankind back to thofe 
times of the iiomade hei’ds of favagesy and of men def. 
titiite of property^ laws, or government^ read and con¬ 
vince yourfelf by what follows: Nature drew men 
fi^om the fxvage Jlate and re-united them in civil focie- 
ties ; fivrn thefe focieties we proceed to further %vi/J?es, 
and to a vjifer choice (aus den jiaaten treiien wir in neiie 
Unger gewahlte.) New ajfociutions prefint themfelves 
to thefe wijhesy and by their means we return to the Jiate 
whence we caniCy 7iot again to run the former courfiy 

but better to enjoy our neve dejiiny -let us explain 

this myftery.” 

Men then had paffed from their peaceable fi^te to the 
yoke of fervitude ; Eden, that terrejtrial paradife, was loft 
to thenu Siibjedis of fin and fiavery, they were reduced 
to fcrvitudcy and obliged to gain their bread by the fweat 
of their brovj, —In the number of thefe men fome pro- 
mifed to proteft, and thus became their chiefs—at firft 
tliey reigned over herds or clans—thefe were foon ei¬ 
ther conquered, or united together in order to form a 
numerous people ; hence arofe nations and their chiefe 
—Kings of nations. At the formation of ftates and 
nations, the world ceafed to be a great family, to be a 
fingle empire ^ the great bond nature was rent 
al'under.^^ 

‘ The impudence of fuch alfertions muft aftonifh the 
reader; he will afk himfelf, can there poffibly exifl: 
beings thus belying evidence itfelf, and pretending to 
fliow the univerfe forming but one and the fame fami- 
Jy, and the grand bond of nature in thofe roaming and 
fcattered herds, where the child can fcarcely walk 
when he is feparated from his father ? How is it pof- 
fible to reprefent mankind as divorcing from the great 
family, at the very period when they unite under the 
fame chiefs and the fame laws, for their mutual pro- 
teftion and fafety ? But, reader, fufpend thy indigna¬ 
tion. Let us call up in evidence againft the Seft thofe 
brigands and fopbifticated murderers which it decora¬ 
ted with the high-founding title of Patriots, and wliicli 
it flimulated to bloodflaed and methodized murder by 
the fanaticifing founds of people, nation, country. At 
tlie.very time that they rend the air with fuch accents^ 
YoL IIL. CL 2 
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\vuh names fo dear as they pretend, hear the maledic¬ 
tions which their myfteries heap upon every people, 
every nation^ every country- 

' At that period when men re-united and formed na¬ 
tions, they ceafed to acknowledge a common name— 
Nation allfm, or the love for a particular nation, took 
place of the general love. With the divifion of the 
■globe and of its dates, benevolence was reftrained 
within certain limits, beyond which it could no longer 
trefpafs.—Then it became a merit to extend the 
bounds of dates at the cxpence of the neighbouring 
ones. Then it became lawful to abufe, olfend, and 
defpife foreigners, to attain that end— this virtue 
hvas Jiyied patriotifrn ; and he was dyled a patriot, who, 
jnd towards his countrymeh, and unjnd to others, was 
blind to the merits of drangers, and believed the very 
vices of his own country to be perfedions.—In fuch a 
cafe, why nor redrain that love within a narrower 
compafs, to citizens living in the fame town, or to the 
members of one family; or why even fhould not each 
perfon have concentrated his affeftions in himfelf ? iVe 
really beheld Patriotifrn generating Localifm, the confined 
fpirit of families, and at length Egotifm. Hence the ori’- 
gin of Jl-ates and governments, and of civil fociety, has 
really proved to be the feeds of difeord, and Patriofifm 
has found its pimijbment in itfelf .... Diminifh, re^ 
jed that love of the country, and mankind will once more 
learn to know and love each other as men* Partiality 
being cad afide, that union of hearts will once more 
appear and expand itfelf—on the contrary, extend the 
bonds of Patriofifm, and you will teach man that it is 
impoflible to blame the defer contradion of love, to a 
fnigle family, to a fingle perfon, in a word, to the 
fti'ideji EgoftfmP 

But let us abridge tbefe blafpbemies. The Hiero¬ 
phant, under pretence of his iiniverfal love, may vent 
his fpleen againd the didindions of Greeks or Komaris, 
of French or Englifli, of Italian or SpaniHi, of Pagan 
or Jev:, of Chrifiums or Mahometans, which denote 
nations and their religions: be may repeat, if he 
pleafes, that amidd thete different denominations that 
of man is overlooked; what will he the refult of fuch 
declamation ?—With our illuminizing dodor, in con^-. 
»iou with every clafs of the diforganizing fophiders. 
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is not this pretended iiniverfal love to be a cloak for 
the moft odious hypocrify ? He only pretends to uni- 
vcrfal philanthropy, that he may difpenfe with loving his 
neighbour. He decefts the love of one^s country, only 
becaiife he detefts the laws of nations; he cannot even 
brook the love of one^s family (he has given us a fine 
fpecimen in the perfon of his fifter,) and he will fubfti- 
tute that Iiniverfal love becaufe he is no more attached 
to them than he is Co the Chinefe, the Tartar, or the 
Hottentot, which he neither has feen nor ever will fee, 
and that all human nature may be equally indiftereiit 
to him. He extends the bond that it may lofe its elaf- 
ticity and difcontinue its aftion.—He calls himfelf citi¬ 
zen of the univerfe, that he.may ceafe to be a citizen 
in his own country, a friend in fociety, or a fond father 
and dutiflil child in his own family. His love, he tells 
ns, extends from pole to pole, that he may love no¬ 
thing that is near him. Such is the philanthropy of 
our Cofmopolites! 

The profelyte ftands aftoniflicd in ftnpid admiration 
at thefe exprefiions of univerfal love. The Hierophant 
proceeds to the Codes of Nations, Still in extafy at 
thefe dodlrines, he learns that they are in direft oppoll- 
tion to the laws of nature; nor will he even perceive 
that his new code is in direft oppofition to the very 
firft laws of nature, as it eradicates the love of one’s 
own family and that of one’s country. Nor will he 
afk, why the fulfilling of his duty towards his fellow- 
countrymen fhould hinder him from treating the bar¬ 
barian or the favage with proper affedion ? Then 
follow new fophifms, to perfuade the adept that the 
original fault of man was, the dereliflion of the Equa¬ 
lity and Liberty of the favage ftate by the inftitution of 
civil laws. 

Here, more than ever, are calumny and hatred 
blended with enthufiafm by the Hierophant, who, re¬ 
viewing the different ages of the world fince the exift- 
ence of civil inftitutions, piftures nations as groaning 
under opprefiion, defpotifm, and fiavery, or glutted 
with the blood of wars and revolutions, which always 
terminate in tyranny. At one time it is the repi'efen- 
tation of Kings furrounding themfclves with herds or 
legions called foldiers, in order to gratify their ambi¬ 
tion by conquefts on ftrangers, or to reign by terrov 
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over their enflaved fubjefts; at other times, it is the 
people themfclves brandifhing their arms, not to attack 
tyranny in its fource, but merely to change their ty¬ 
rants. If they think of giving themfelves reprefenta- 
tives, it is thefe very reprefentatives, 'ivho^ forgetting 
that they only hold their oniffions and powers from the 
people^ form Arijloct'acies and Oligarchies, which all end 
by flowing into the general refervoir of Monarchy and 
Defpotifin. He never lofes fight of his fbphifin of hu¬ 
man nature degraded and vilified under the yoke of 
tyranny. Thefe declamations, enthufiaftically pro¬ 
nounced, at length make the profelyte exclaim, in uni- 
fon with his mailer, Are fiich then the confeqnences of 
the injlitutmi of fates and of civil fociety F 0 folly F 
oh people! that you did not forefee the fate that awciiu 
ed you; that you fhould yourfelves have feconded your 
defpots in degrading human nature to fervitude, and 
even to the condition of the brute 
Could a true philofopher have been prefent, his heart 
mull have btirft with generous indignation; he would 
have abruptly challenged the Hierophant to declare 
whence he had learned to metamorphofe the annals of 
fociety into thofe of brigands and monfters ? Is the 
hillory of man then reduced to the records of plagues^ 
famines, ftorms, tempeils, or of convulfed elements > 
Have no ferene days Ihone on man I Shall the fun be 
reprefented as a malevolent objedt? becaufe it is fome- 
times obfeured by fogs or clouds ? Are we to fly from 
our habitations becaufe many have been deftroyed by 
fire ? Shall we curfe life and health becaufe we are 
fubjeft to pains and infirmities > Why elfe this fable 
painting of the difafters which have in the courfe of 
ages befallen civil fociety ? Why are we to be filent 
on the misfortunes from which it has preferved us, or 
on the advantages which it has heaped on man, in re¬ 
claiming him from the forefts ? 

But the voice of rcafon cannot penetrate into the 
den of confpiracy. The oracles of Weifhaupt Ihall 
there be confidently repeated by the Hierophant. He 
draws nigher and nigher to the grand objeft, to the 
means of making thofe misfortunes clifappear, which 
originate, as he pretends, in the inftitution of laws 
and governments. Ch nature P’ he continues, how 
gTcat and iaconteilible are thy rights! It is from thQ 
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womb of dilafler and mutual deflruftioii that the 
means of fafcty fpring 1 Oppreflion difappears becaufe 
it meets with abettors, and reafon regains its rights 
becaufe people willi to ftifle it. He, at leaft, who 
\viflies to millead others, Ihould feek to govern them 
by the advantages of inllrn(5lion and fcicnce. Kings 
themfelves at length perceive, that there is little glory 
in reigning over ignorant herds—Legiflators begin to 
acquire wUdom, and they favour property and induftry: 
—perverfe motives propagate the fciences, and Kings 
proteft them as agents of oppreffion. Other men 
profit of them to inveftigate the origin of their rights/ 
They at length feize on that unknown mean of for¬ 
warding a revolution in the human mind, and of thus 
triumphing for ever over opprelTion. But the triumph 
would be of lliort duration, and man would fall back 
into his degraded ftate, had not Providence in thofe 
diftant ages hiifbanded the means which it has tranfmit- 
ted down to us, of fecretly meditating and at length 
operating the falvation of human kind. 

Thefe means 'are^ the ficret fchools of PhilofopJry, 
Jhefi fchools have been hi all ages the archives of nature 
find OP THE RIGHTS OF MAN. Tliefc fcliools fall oue 
day retrieve the fall of human naturey and Princes and 
Nations shall disappear from the face of the 
EARTH, and that vjitboiit any violence. Human nature 
(hall form one great family, and the earth fliall become 
the habitation of the man of reafon.—Morality fliall 
alone produce this great Revolution. Phe day fall 
come vjben each father fall^ like Abraham and the Pa^ 
triarchsy become the Priejl and abfolute fovereign of his 
family. Reason shall be the only book of laws, 
the foie code of man. This is one of our grand 
MYSTERIES. Attcud to the demonjlratioii of it, and 
learn how it has been tranfmitted down to 74 s 

I have already faid, that bad my object been only to 
prove the reality of a Confpiracy formed by Ilhimiiiifin 
againfl: the cxiftence of every focicty, every civil code, 
and every nation ; thefe lelfons of the Hierophant 
would render every other proof fuperfluous. But that 
the reader may know the full extent of tlie dangers 
which threaten us, it is neceffary that he fliould be 
fliown how thofe plots of frenzy become really tranf- 
formed into plots of profound wickeddefs ; that he 
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fhoulcl be acquainted with the means employed enthu- 
fiaflically to inflame the minds of wliole legions of 
adepts. Let us then attend to the Hierophant. If 
patience be neceflary to follow him, greater Hill lias 
been neceflary to enable me to tranferibe fuch 
doftrines. 

What flrange blindnefs can have induced men^ 
to imagine that human nature was always to be go¬ 
verned as it has hitherto been. 

Where fliall we find a man acquainted with all. 
the refources of nature? Who dare preferibe limits, 
and fay thus far' fialt thou proceed y and no farther y to 
that nature, whofe law is unity in the variegated infi¬ 
nite ? Whence fliall ifliie the command, that it fliall 
always run the fame courfe, and for ever renew it 
again—Where is the being who has condemned men, 
the bell, the wifeft, and the moft enlightened of men, 
to perpetual ilavery? Why fmtild btmian nature he 
bereft of its moji perfeH atirihutey that of governing it- 
felf P Why are tho/e perfons to be always led who are, 
capable of conducing thcrnfelves P Is it then impofihle 
for mankind or at leaf the gr'eater party to come to their 
majority P If one be enabled to do it why ftiould not 
another ; (how to one perfon what you have taught 
another; teach him the gi'and art of maftering his 
paflions and regulating his defires ; teach him, that 
from his earlielt youth he Hands in need of others; 
that he muH abflain from giving offence if he wiflies 
not to be offended ; that he muH be beneficent if he 
wiflies to receive favours. Let him be patient, in¬ 
dulgent, wife, and benevolent. Let thefe virtues be 
made eafy to him by principles, experience, and ex¬ 
amples ; and you will foon fee whether he needs 
another to conduft him ? If it be true,' that the great¬ 
er part of mankind are too weak or too ignorant to 
conceive thefe fiinple truths, and to be convinced bjr 
them ; Oh then our liappinefs will be at an end, and 
let us ceafe to labour at rendering mankind better, or 
at feeking to enlighten theni.^’ 

“ Oh prejudice 1 oh coiitradidlion of the human 
mind ! fliall the empire of reafon, the capacity of go¬ 
verning ourfclves be but a chimerical dream for the 
greater number of men, while on the other hand pre¬ 
judice leads uij'to believe that fuch is the inherent right 
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of the children of Kings, of reigning families, and of 
every man whom wifdom or particular circumftances 
render independent'!’^ 

• What horrid artifice is contained in thefe fentences I 
The poor profelyte really imagines that he fees thd 
mod ftriking contradictions in the very foundations of 
our civil focietics. He really thinks that we believe 
them to reft on the hereditary privilege of Kings and 
of their children, to be born with all the neceflary wif¬ 
dom to conduft themfelves, while nature has refuted 
fucli gifts to other mortals; though Wcilhaupt, who 
feoffs in private at the credulity and folly of his adepts^ 
knows as well as we do, that fuch has never been the 
idea even of the mod ignorant populace. He knows 
that we believe Kings to be born children like other 
men, with the fame weaknefles, the fame paffions, and 
like incapacity; he knows as well as we do, that the 
gift of condtiding ourfelves and others is to be acqui¬ 
red by education, and by the helps and lights with 
which a man may be cncompaffed ; and we know as 
well as he does, that the cliild of the mod obfeure pa¬ 
rentage would often make a better king than many 
Sovereigns; as he might alfo be an excellent magif- 
trate, or a great general, bad he received a propor¬ 
tionate education. But does there hence follow any 
contradidion in civil fociety, becaufe, uncertain as to 
the perfons who would be the mod proper for govern¬ 
ing, but certain of the intrigues and broils which 
would accompany the eledioii of Kings, it has obviated 
thofe inconveniences by liereditary crowns and em¬ 
pires ? And after all, what is the meaning of that 
fophidicated pretence founded on the power of being 
able to condud one’s felf ? Quedion the mod prudent 
and the wifed of men, and he will readily fay, though 
I do not dand in need of laws, magidrates, or Kings, 
to redrain me from being unjud towards others, or 
from opprefiing and plundering, I yet want their affifr- 
ance to fee are me from being oppreffed or plundered. 
The Icfs I am inclined to injure others, the more I 
need the protedion of the law from all injury. You 
are pleafed to call my fubmiflion to the laws, llavery ; 
I, on the contrary, look to it as my fafety, and as 
the guarantee of that liberty which enables me to do 
Vol. III. 'R 
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good and to live happy and at peace in fociety. I 
have never heard of laws which forbad me to live 
like an honeft man. It is the wicked man only who 
recognizes liberty but in the impunity of his crimes ; 
I fcorn fuch liberty, and blefs the hand that deprives 
me of it. You call him a tyrant and a defpot, I call 
him my King and my benefaftor. The better I know 
how to condiift myfelf with refpeft to others, the more 
thankful I am to him who hinders others from be¬ 
having ill to me. 

The reader mull pardon me for thefe reflexions; I 
know they are fiiperfluous to thofe who think; but 
may not this work fall into the hands of perfons as 
credulous as the unhappy profelyte. In expofing the 
envenomed weapons of the SeX, let it not be faid 
that I withhold the antidote. Should any be ftill 
blind enough not to perceive the tendency of all thefe 
fophifins of Illuminifm, let them hearken to the SeX 
ardently declaring their hopes; the Hierophant con¬ 
tinues : 

Are we then fallen from our dignity fo low as not 
even to feel our chains, or to hug them, and not che- 
rifli the flattering hope of being able to break them, 
or to recover our liberty, not by rebellion and violence 
(for the time is not yet come,) but by the force of rea- 
fon. Becaufe a thing cannot be accompliflied to-mor¬ 
row, fiiould we defpair of ever being able to effeX it ? 
Abandon fuch Jhortfighted mm to their omi reafonhigs 
and their own conclufions; they may conclude again and 
again; but nature amll continue to ad. Inexorable to 
dll their inteYeJled remonjiranceSy (he proceedsy and no¬ 
thing can impede her majejiic courfe. Some events may 
take place contrary to our voices; hut they vcill all redijy 
of themfdves.; inequalities ■ vnll be levelledy and a lajiing 
calm Jhall fucceed the tempeji. The only conclufion to 
be drawn from all thefe objeXions is, that we are too 
much accuftomed to the prefent ftate of things, or 
perhaps fclf-interefl: has too gi-eat fway over us, to let 
us ovju that it is not impojfible to attain iiniverfal indepen- 
de?ice-Let then the laughers laugh and the feoffers feoff. He 
that obferves and compares what nature has done with 
what flie does at prefent, will foon fee, that in fpite of 
all our intrigues (lie rends invariably towards her objeX. 
Her proceedings are imperceptible to him who refieXs 
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but little; they are vifible only to the fage whofe 
mind’s eye penetrates even to the womb of time.— 
From the fummit of the mount he difcovers in the 
horizon that ‘diftant. country, the very exiftence of 
which is not furmifed by the fervile multitude of the 
plain.’’ 

The principle means which Weifliaupt offers to his 
adepts for the conqucft of this land of promife, this 
foil of independence, are, to diminifh the wants of die 
people, and to enlighten their minds. Hearken to his 
leffons, you who, heretofore proteded by your laws^ 
peaceably^exercifcd an honourable and lucrative pro- 
feffion, and you who, once rivals of the fiourifliing 
commerce of Great Britain on the immenfity of 
the ocean, are now but the forrowful and dejeded v 
coafters of the Texel, imprudent difciples of a dilbr- 
ganizing Sed.—Learn, that it is in the fecret hatred 
fworn againft you by the Sed in its myfteries, that you 
are to feek the deflrudion of Lyons, the pillage of 
Bourdeaux, the ruin of Nantes and Marfeilles, the fate, 
in ihort, of fo many other towns fiourifliing in com¬ 
merce, even the fate of Amfterdam itfelf; and then let 
your aching eye glance on your trees of Equality and - 
Liberty. At the very time when you thought that you 
were feconding the views of the fed againft the No¬ 
bles, Priefts, and Monarchs, only to reinftate the peo¬ 
ple in their rights of Liberty and Equality, the Sed 
was aiming its blows at you as the grand artificers of 
Defpotifm. At that very period your profefGon was 
already profcribed by the myfteries, as that which of 
all others moft furely tended to retain the people in 
flavery; the Illuminizihg Jacobin was teaching his 
adepts, that he who wiflies to fubjed nations to his 
yoke, need but to create wants which he alone can 
“ fatisfy.—Ered the mercanlile tribe (die kaufmari- 
fchaft) into an hierarchical body; that is to fay, confer 
on it forae rank or fome authority in the government, 
and you will have created perhaps the moft formida- 
ble, the moft defpotic of all powers. You will fee it 
giving laws to the univerfe, and on it alone will reft 
the independence of one part of the world and the 
flavery of the r)ther. For that man didates the law 
who has it in liis power to create or forefee, to ftifile,, 
YoL. Ill- K z 
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weaken, or fatisfy want. And who are better ena-* 

bled to do this than merchants?” Thus we fee that; 
thofc very men who were fiich ardent fupporters of 
Jacohinifni in our commercial towns, with a view to 
partake of the government, are precifely thofe whofe 
profefTion the profound Jacobin chiefly detefts in every 
form of government. May the elucidation of this 
myftcry infpire the indnftrious inhabitants of hofpitable 
Britain with new zeal for their laws 1 The difeovery of 
fuch a fnare is of too great importance to their fafety, 
to allow me to conceal it from them. 

In the next place the Hierophant proceeds from the 
art of diniinifliing wants in order to operate the inde¬ 
pendence of nations, to the duty of diffiifing what he 
calls light. He on the contrary (thofe are his words) 
who wiflies to render mankind free, teaches them how 
to refrain from the acquifition of things which they 
cannot afford: he enlightens them, he infufes into 
them boklnefs and inflexible’manners. He that teaches 
them fobriety, temperance, and economy, is more 
dangerous to the throne than the man who openly 
preaches regicide.—If you cannot diffufe at the fame 
inftant this degree of light among all men, at leafl: 
begin by enlightening yourfelf, and by rendering yonr^ 
felf -better. Serve, mutually fupport each 

other; augment our numbers; render yourfelvcs at leajl 
independent, and leave to time and pojlerity the care of 
doing the jrjf. When your numbers Iflall be augment¬ 
ed to a certain degree, when you fhall have acquired 
ftrength by your union, hcfitate no longer, but begin to 
render yourfelf powerful and formidable to the wicked 
(that is to fay to all who will refift their plans;) the 
very circumftance of your being fufficiently numerous 
to talk of force, and that you really do talk of it, that 
circumftance alone makes the profane and vjicked 
tremble—That they may not be overpowered by num¬ 
bers, many will become good (like yon) of themfelves, 
and will join your party.-r-Yo/i will foon acquire fuffi^ 
cient force to hind the hands of your opponerits, tofubju- 
gate them, and to Jltflc vjickedn 'efs in the embryo,^^ Tliat 
is to fay, as it may be underftood in future, you will 
foon be able to ftifle every principle of law, of govern¬ 
ment, of civil or political fociety, whofe very inftitn^ 
tioa in the eyes of an liliiminee is'the germ of all tflq 
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vices and misfortunes of human nature. The mode 
of diffufing iiniverfal light is, not to proclaim it at 
once to the whole world, Imt to begin ’with yourfdf; 
then turn towards your next neighbour ; you two can 
enlighten a third ami fourth; let thefc in the fime nfam 
tier extend and multiply the number of the children of 
light, until numbers and force pall throw power into our 
hands 

I obferve in the ritual of this degree, that fhoiild the 
Hierophant be fatigued by the length of this difeourfe, 
he may take breath, and let one of the adepts continue 
the inftruffion of the profelyte.f Our readers alfo 
may avail themfelves of this permiffion, and they have 
copious matter for reflection in what they have hither¬ 
to read. They may perhaps be inclined to afk, to 
what degree the people muft diminifh their wants not 
to (land in need of laws? They will perceive that 
bread itfelf muft be denied them; for as long as lields 
are cultivated, laws will be neceffary to proteCt the crops 
and to reftrain men from reaping that which they 
have not fown ; and if on the firft view the Sophifni 
appears wicked, the reader will foon perceive that it is 
but folly in the garb of Sophiftry. 

The better to form their judgniencs on the lefTons of 
the Hierophant, they will have to compare that Revo¬ 
lution, which is to he the effed of injirudion alone, and 
which is infenfibly to take place without the leaf fhock or 
rebellion, with that period when the adepts fliall have 
acquired numbers, force, and power, enabling them to 
bind the hands of their opponents, and to fubjugaie all 
who may (till fliow any affeClion for their laws, or for 
that civil order in focicty which the SeCl wiflies to 
fupprefs. 

* See Difeourfe on the leffer Myftcries of llluminlfm- 

•t This Difeourfe actually requires at leaft two hour» to read if. 
That part from which I have made extrail 3 extends in VoL 11. of the 
Original WritingSy from Page 44 to 93, and in the laf tvorh of Philo and 
$partaeusy (which are in much fmailer print) from Page 10 to 48. I 
fnean to abridge the remaining part flill more; but fnall be fcrupiiloullj* 
txadt in the tranflation of all remarkable pafl’ages. 
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CHAP. X. 

Continuation of the Difcourfe on the leffe?‘ Myjleries* 

I N that part of the difcourfe which remains to be 
laid before the reader, the Hierophant, infifting on 
the neceffity of enlightening the people to operate the 
,grand revolution, feeras to fear that the candidate has. 
not clearly conceived the real plan of this revolution, 
which is in future to be the foie objeft of all his in- 
ftxudions. Let your inftruftions and lights be uni- 
verfally dilFufed; fo lhall you render mutual fecurity 
univcrfal; and fecurity and inflruClion will enable us to 
live without prince or government. If that were not 
the cafe, why fhould we go in queft of either V** 

Here then the candidate is clearly informed of the 
gi*and objeft towards which he is to direfl: all his fu¬ 
ture inftriiftions. To teach the people to live without 
princes or goveiwnents, without laws or even civil fo- 
ciety, is to be the general tendency of all his leffons. 
But of what nature muft thefe leflbns be to attain the 
defir ed objeft ?— They are to treat of morality and of mo^ 
rality alone. For (continues the Hierophant) if light 
be the work of morality, light and fecurity will gain 
ftrength as morality expands itfelf. Nor is true mo- 
7‘dity any other than the art of teaching men to Jhake off 
their wardJJnpy to attain the age of 7 nanhoodj and thus to 
need neither princes nor governments 

When we fliall fee the feft enthufiaflically pro¬ 
nouncing the word morality ^ let us recoiled the defini¬ 
tion which it has juft given us of it. Without it, we 
could not have underftood the real fenfe of the terms 
honejl nieuy virtue^ good or vjicked 7nen. We fee that, 
according to this definition, the honeji man is he who 
labours at the overthrow of,civil fociety, its laws, and 
its chiefs: for thefe are the only crimes or virtues men¬ 
tioned in the whole code. Pre-fuppoling that the can- 


Und aUgemeine aufklarung und ficherheit machen furften und 
ftaaten entbciiriich, Oder wo zu brancht man fie fodann. 

f Die moral ift alfo die kunft welche menfehen lehrt volljahrig zu 
werden, der vorniundfchaft los zu werden, in ihr juiinuliches alter zix 
uetteii, and die furuen zu entbwhrea. 
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didate may ohjcd that it would be impoffible to bring 
mankind to adopt fuch doftrines, the Hierophant an¬ 
ticipates the objedion, and exclaims, He is little ac¬ 
quainted with the powers of reafon and the attradions 
of virtue ; he is a very novice in the regions of light, 
who fliall harbour fuch mean ideas as to his own et 

fence, or the nature of mankind.If either he or 

I can attain this point, why fiiould not another attain 
it alfo ? What 1 when men can be led to defpile the 
- horrors of death, when they may be inflamed with 
the enthullafm of religious and political follies, fliall 
they be deaf to that very dodrine which can alone 
lead them to happinefs? No, no; mm is not fo wicked 
as an arbitrary morality would make him appear. He 
is wicked, becaiife JR.eligion, the State, and bad exam¬ 
ple, perverts him. It would be of advantage to thofe 
who wifli to make him better, were there fewer per- 
fons whofe intereft it is to render him wicked in order 
that they may fupport their power by his wickednefs.’* 
Let us form a more liberal opinion of human na¬ 
ture. We will labour indefatigably, nor fliall difEcul- 
ties affright us. May our principles become the foun¬ 
dation of all morals! Let reafon at kfigih be the religion 
of men, and the problem is folvedJ^'^ 

This preffing exhortation will enable the reader to 
folve the problem of the altars, the worjinp, and the 
fejiivals of Reafon, in the French Revolution; nor will 
they be any longer at a lofs to know from what loatli- 
fome den their fliamelefs Goddefs rofe. 

The candidate alfo obtains the folution of all tliat 
may have appeared to him problematic in the courfe 
of his former trials. Since fuch is the force of mo¬ 
rality and of morality alone, (fays the Hierophant,) 
fince it alone can operate the grand revolution which 
is to reftore liberty to mankind, and abolifli the empire 
of impofture, fiiperflition, and defpotifin ; you mud 
now perceive why on their firfl: entrance into our Or¬ 
der we oblige our pupils to apply clofely to the ftudy 
of morality, to the knowledge of themfclves and of 
others. You muft fee plainly, that if we permit each 
novice to introduce his friend, it is in order to form a 
legion that may more jujily Ic called holy and iiraincildc 

* Undenlich macht die vernunll zur religion der menfehen, fo ill die 
aufgabe aufgeloftt. 
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than that of the Thebans ; fince the battles of the friend 
fighting by the fide of liis friend are thofe which are 
to rcinftate human nature in its rights,, its liberty, and 
its primitive independence.” 

“ The morality which is to perform this miracle is 
not a morality of vain fubtilties. It is not that morality 
which, degrading nmn, renders him carelefs of the goods 
of this world, forbids him the enjoyment of the innocent 
pleafiires of life, and infpircs him with the hatred of 
his neighbour. It muft not be-a morality favouring 
the interefts only of its teachers, which preferibes per- 
lecution and intoleration, which militates againfl: rea- 
fon, which forbids the prudent ufe of the paffions ; 
whofe virtues are no other than inaflion, idlenefs, and 

heaping of riches on the flothfiiL —oJf it 
7nnji not be that ino?'aHty luhich, adding to the iniferies 
of the mijerable, throws them into a Jiate of pitfillanu 
7 nity and defpair^ by the threats of hell and' the fear of 
devils* 

It muft, on the contrary, be that morality fo 
much difregarded and defaced at tlie prefent day by 
lelfiflinefs, and replete with heterogeneous principles. 
It muft be a divine d 9 (ftrine,-futh as Jefus taught to 
his difciples, and of which he gave the real interpreta¬ 
tion in his fecret conferences.”- 

This fudden tranfition naturally leads Weifhanpt to 
the developement of a myftery of iniquity for which 
we have long fince feen him preparing his Major Illu- 
ininees, and particularly the Scotch Knights of illumin- 
ization. The better to underftand this myftery, let 
us recal to mind how the Injhmators or the teachers 
, began by folemnly affuring their different Candidates, 

Novices, or Minerval Academicians, that in all the 
lodges of Illuniinifm there never arifes a queftion in 
the leaft degree prejudicial to religion or the ftatc. 
All thefe promifes have been gradually loft fight of, 
and the profelyte has had time to accuftom his ears to 
declamations againft the priefthood and royalty. It 
has already been infinuated, that the Chriftianity of 
our times is very different from that taught by Jefus 
Chrift ; the time was not arrived for numbering Chrift 
himfclf among the impqftors; his name, his virtues, 
might ftili be venerated by certain adepts. Some there 
were, perhaps, who would be fhocked at bare-faced 
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Atheifni; and it is on their account that Weiflilupt 
has thus treated of Chrift. In the preceding degree 
he had contented himfelf with hinting, that the doc¬ 
trines of this divine teacher had been perverted ; not 
had he declared what fpecies of political revolutioii 
was (as he pretended) pointed out in the Gofpel. But 
here the execrable fophifter apoftrophizes the God of 
the Chriftians in language fnnilar to that in which we 
have fince feen the too famous Fauchet declaiming in 
the revolutionary pulpit. It is here that Weilliaupt 
declares Jefus Clirift to be the Father of the Jacobins, 
or rather (to fpeak the revolutionary language) the 
great Doftor of the Sans-culottesk But, to enable us 
the better to judge of the cunning and premeditated 
villany of this deteftable artifice, let us firft attend to 
the correfpondence of the adept, who, under Weif- 
haiipt, is charged with the compiling of the Code. 
Knigge, like the monftroiis prototype of IlluminifiTi, 
fubdivides the adepts into thole who feoff at and deteft 
i-evelation, and thofe who ftand in need of a revealed 
religion to fix their ideas. It is to explain this that 
Knigge writes the following letter to Zwack : 

To unite thefe two dalles of men, to make them 
concur and co-operate towards our objefl:, it was 
neceffary to reprefent Chriftianity in fuch a light as 
to recall the fiiperftitious to reafon, and to teach our 
more enlightened fages not to rejeft it on account 
^^'of its abufe. This mould have been the fecret of 
Mafonry, and have led us to our objeft. Meanwhile 
defpotifm ftrengthens daily, though liberty univer* 
** fally keeps pace with it. It was neceffary then to 
unite the extremes. We therefore affert here, that 
Chrifi: did not eftablifli a new religion, but that his 
intention was fimply to reinftate natural religion in 
its rights; that by giving a general bond of union 
to the world, by diffiifing the light and wifdom of 
his morality, and by dillipating prejudices, his interim 
« iioH waSy to teach its the means of governing our- 
[elvesy and to re-eJialUJl), without the violent means of 
revolutionsy the reign of Liberty and Equality among 
men. This was ealily done by quoting certain texts 
from Scripture, and by giving explanations of them, 
true or falfe is of little confeqnencey provided each 
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one finds a fenfe in thefe doftrines pf Chrifl: confo» 
nant with his reafon. We add, that this religion, fo 
full pie in itfelf, was afterwards defaced; but that, 
by means of inviolable fecrecy, it has been tranfmit-: 
ted ill purity to ns through Free-Mafoiiry*’^ 

Spartacus (Weiftiaupt) had collc<3;ed many mate- 
rials for this, and I added my difcoveries in the 
iiiftriiclions for thefe two degrees. Our people^ 
therefore, being convinced that we alone are pofief-. 
fed of the real fecrets of Chrillianity, Ixive but. 
to add a feiv vjords againji the Clergy and Piinces* 
In the laft myfteries we have to unfold to our adept! 
tKs pious fraudy and then by v/ritings demonftrate 
the origin of all religious inipolitions, and their niiH 
tiial connexion with eadi other 
'If the reader be not too much difgufted with this, 
pious fraudy but can ftill attend to the declamations of 
the Hierophant, let. us once more enter that den of 
demons wherein prefides the triple genius of impiety^ 
hypocrify, and anarchy. 

The Hierophant is about to fay, that their grand 
and ever-celebrated mailer, Jefiis of Nazareth, appear-? 
ed in an age when corruption was univerfal; in the 
midft of a people who from time immemorial had 
been fubjcded to and feverely felt the yoke of flave- 
ry ;f and who eagerly expcfted their deliverer an-» 
nouiiced by the Prophets. Jefus appeared and taught 
the dodrine of reafon ; to give greater efficacy to 
thefe dodrines, he formed them into a religion, and 
adopted the received traditions of the Jews. He pru¬ 
dently grafted his new fchool on their religion and 
their culloms, which he made the vehicle of the eft 
fence and fecrets. of his new doftrines. He did not 

* Orig. Writ. Yol II. Letter from Philo to Cafo, Page 104, 
following. 

j- liere is another example of the manner in which hlflory is fallified 
•—The Jews were enllaved from time immemorial! Does this nation 
then make its whole hiftory confill in the years of its captivity I Had 
it forgot its liberty and its triumphs under Jofhua, David, Solomon^ 
and its other Kings ? Was it juft emerged from its captivity when it 
fell under the dominion of the Romans, a dominion under which it re¬ 
mained at the time of Chrifl’s birth ? The adept has heard talk of 
the captivity of the Jews, of thofe periods when Almighty God, as » 
punifhment for their crimes, delivered them over to their enemies j 
and, he inconfiderately concludes, that their whole kiftory is but one 
continued feene of bondage;. 
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fages for his difciples, but ignorant men: 
chofen from the loweft clafs of the people, to fliow that 
his (lodrine was inade for all, and fnitable to e\^ry 
onc^s iinderftanding; to (how too, that the knowledge 
of the grand truths of reafon was not a privilege pe¬ 
culiar to the great; He does not teach the Jews alone, 
but all mankind, the means of acquiring their liberty, 
by the obfervatioh of his precepts. He fupported his 
dofbrines by an innocent life, and fealed them with 
his blood 

His precepts for the falvation of the world are,i 
fimply, the love of God and the love of our neigh¬ 
bour ; he afks no more. . . . Nobody ever reduced and 
confoHdated the bonds 6f human fociety within their 
real limits as lie did-No one was ever more intelli¬ 

gible to his hearers, or more prudently covered the 
fublime fignification of his doftrine. I^o one^ indeed^ 
ever laid a fiirer foundation for liberty than our grand 
majjery Jefus of Nazareth, It is true, that on all oc- 
cafions (in ganzen) he carefully concealed the fublime 
i^caning and natural conlequences of his doftrines;: 
for lye had a ficrei do3rine as is evident, from more 
than one paflage of the Gofpel.’^ 

It was during the time that he was writing this hy¬ 
pocritical hiftory of the MelTiah, that Weifhaupt was . 
turning the credulous profelyte into ridicule ; as to thd 
other adepts, he well knew that they anticipated fuch ex¬ 
planations, or at lead would be delighted with them.. 
Hence that impudence with which he faUlfies the Scrip-? 
tnres. To prove the exiftence of this fecret fchool/ 
the doftrines of wliich are referved for the initiated 
alone, he cites thefe words of Chnft : To you is 

^ given to know the myftery of the kingdom of God 
" but to them that are without, all things are done in 
parables.”* But he carefully avoids mentioning the 
order which Chrift gives to his difciples, That which* 

I tell you in the dark, fpeak ye in the light; and' 
that which you hear in the ear, preach ye upon the 
houfe-tops.”f Weifhaupt then proceeds to thefC' 
words: And their princes have power over them—- 

St. Mark, Ch. iv. V. ii. 
f St, Matthew, Ch, x. Y, 2 7. 

Voi. HI. a z 



124 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY, 


but It is not fo among you ; but wbofoever will be 

greater fliall be your miniller.^^^ This precept, as 
well as all thofe on Chriftian humility, he transforms 
into principles of diforganizing equality inimical to all 
coaftitutccl authorities.—With equal eafe he avoids all 
thofe Icfibns fo often repeated both by Chrift and his A- 
poftles, on the obligation of rendering to Cefar what is 
Cefar^s, of paying tribute, and of recognizing the au¬ 
thority of God himfelf in that of the law and of the 
niagiltrates. If Chrift has preached the love of our 
neighbour, or fraternal love, his words are immedi¬ 
ately perverted by Welfhaupt into a love of his Equa¬ 
lity. If Chrift exhorts his difciples to contemn riches, 
the impoftor pretends it is to prepewe the world for that 
community oj riches which deftroys all property, hx 
fine, the condiifions drawn from tbefe impious and de¬ 
riding explanations, and from many others of a fimilar 
nature, are contained in the following %vords : 

. If therefore iJ:>e objeft of the fecret of Jefus, which 
has been preferved by the inftitution. of the myfteries, 
and clearly denionftrated both by the conduft and the 
difeourfes of this divine mafter, was to. reinjlate mankind 
in their original Liberty and Equality, and to prepare 
the means j how many things immediately appear 
clear and natural, which hitherto feemed to be contra- 
diftory and unintelligible 1 This explains in what fenfe 
Chriji was the faviour and the liberator of the world,, 
Now the dothine of original fin, of the fall of man, and 
of his regeneration, can be v.nderjlood. The {late of pure 
nature, of fallen or corrupt nature, and the Jhite oj grace^ 
will no longer be a problem. Mankind, in quitting their 
(late of original liberty, fed from the ftate of nature and 
lojl their dignity. In their civil ficiety, under their go^ 
vevnmcnls, they no longer live in the Jhte of pure na- 
tiire, but in that of falleri and cotrupt nature. If the 
inoderatiug of their pajftons and the diminution of their 
wants, rfmjiate them in their pihiiitive dignity, that 
will redh conjiitute their redemption and their jiate of 
grace. It is to this point that morality, and the mojl 
perfect of all morality, that of Jefus, leads nmikind.^ 
When at length this 'dohrine fjall be generalized through^ 

^ St, ^rark, Ch. X. V. 42 , 43- 
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%nt the wnrlt'ly the reign of the good and of the elcd fiall 
he ejiabliJhedJ^^ 

This language is furely not enigmatical. The pro- 
felyte, once mailer of the myileries it contains, needs 
only to be informed, how the great revolution, which 
they foretell, became thq objeft of fecret focieties, and 
what advantages accrue to thefe focieties from the 
fecrecy in which they exiil. ^ 

The Hierophant then, for the inilriKflion of the pro- 
felyte, goes back to the origin of Mafonry ; he declares 
it to be the original fchool and depofitory of the true 
doftrine. He takes a view of its hieroglyphics and 
fhapes them to his fyfliem. The rough Jione of Ma¬ 
fonry becomes the lymbol of the primitive jiate of 
man, favage but free,—The Jione fplit or broken is the 
ftate of fallen nature^ of mankind in civil focietyy no 
longer united in one family^ hut divided according to 
their JiateSy governments^ or religions, The polif:ed 
Jione 7'eprefents mankind reinjiated in its primitive dig- 
nityy in its independence. Yet Mafonry has not only 
loft" thefe explanations; but the illuminizing orator 
goes fo far as to fay, The FreemafmSy like Priejls 
and chiefs of nations^ have hanifned reafon from the 
earth. They have inundated the vjorld vuith tyrantSj 
impojiorsy fpedreSy corpfes, and men like to 'veild 
heajis:^ 

‘ Should any reader be fnrprifed at feeing the Hiero¬ 
phant give this account of Mafonry, let him retlefl on 
the hatred which Weifhanpt had fworn againft every 
fchool where the name of any deity was preferved. 
The Jehovah or the Grand Archited of Mafonry, the 
t’vofold god of the Rofycrufian magicians, ftill render 
the occult lodges a fchool of fome fort of Theofophy* 
But how referved foever the Hierophant may be with 
regard to Atheifm, the profelyte muft, neverthelefs, 
forefee, that fliould he be admitted to one degree 
higher, neither the Grand Archited nor the tvjo-fold 
God will meet a better fate than the God of the Chrit 


* Orig. Writ. Part II. P. 106, 7.—^Thc laft Works of Spartacus, P. 
5S.—The author has tranferibed the whole of what is printed in Italics 
in German, left his tranftation of this cxtraordlnar)' paflage fliould he 
flifpeifted of being exaggerated. As he perfedUy underftands the Ger- 
jnan language, and is a man of undoubted veracity, i have emitted it* 
bpt in fo doing think it my duty to mention it. T, 
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tians. And therefore it is that Weifliaiipt declaim^ 
againft thofe fpiritSy apparitionsy and all the fuperJiU 
tions of Freemafonry; hence the theofophic Mafons 
are involved in the general malediftion pronounced 
Jlgaiidl the priefthoocl and the throne. 

It can be ealily conceived that Weifliaupt niiift re-^ 
prefent true Ivlafonry, or the pretended real ChrillianU 
ty, as folely extant in Illuminifin. But the Hierophant 
enjoins the profelytc not to think that tins is the only 
Mvaiitage ivhkh the Order and the vjhole imherfe dravs- 
from this m^eriout ajfociatidn, 

Here let magiftrates, the chiefs of nations, every' 
man who ftill retains any regard for the fiipport of 
laws and empires, and of civil fociety, let them, I fayy, 
read, and meditate oni thefe other advantages. The^ 
leflbn is of tiie iitmofl importance—--Whoever yolf 
are ; all honefl: citizens, whether Mafonty KofycrtifianSy* 
MopfeSy Hewers-of JVoody Knights; all you who thirft* 
after the-myfteries of the lotlges, ceafe to acciife me , 
of Conjuring up chimerical dangers, I am not the; 
man who fpeaks: it is he who of all others has been^ 
the hejl acquainted with your aflbeiation, and has knowi¥ 
what advantages could be drawn from them by able* 
and patient confpirators.—Read ; and tell us which is* 
the moft impreffive on your mind, the pleafures you' 
may find in your lodges, or the dangers of your coun¬ 
try. Read ; and if the name of citizen be ftill dear 
to you, reflect whether yours fhould remain inferibed orf 
the regifters of a fccrct fociety. You were ignorant 
of the dangers; the moft monftrous of confpirators 
will lay them open to you, and he will call them ad* 
vantages. He literally fays, Though thefe rnyfleri-^ 
oils Afibciations fiionld not attain our objeri:, they* 
prepare the way for us; they give a new intereft to tlie 
caufe; they prefent it under points of view hitherta 
nnobferved; they ftimiiiate the Inventive powers and 
the expe<ftations of mankind ; they render men more hu 
different as to the interejis of governments; Xh^y bring* . 
men of divers nations and religions within the fame 
bond of union; they deprive the church and fate of their 
vhlejl atid iriojl laborious members ; they bring men to¬ 
gether who would never otherwife have known or 
met each other. By this method alone they midcinmne 
the foundation of fatesy though' they had really no fueb - 
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frojaB in vievj. They throv) them together and male 
them clafb one agaitiji the other. They teach mankind 
ihe power and jforce of union ; they point out to them 
the imperfeftion of their political conjHtutionSf and that 
without expofing them to the fufpicions of their ene* 
mies, fuch as magiftrates and public governments. 
They majk our progrefi, and procure us the facility of 
incorporating in our plans and of admitting into our 
Ordery after the proper trials, the innji able men, 'ivhoje 
patience, long abiifed, thirfts after the grand ultimatum. 
By this means they weaken the enemy; and though 
they fliould never triumph over him, they zvlU at Icaji 
diminifj the numbers and the zeal of his parlizans ; 
they divide his troops to cover the attack. In propor¬ 
tion as thefe new affociations or fecrct focietics, form¬ 
ed in different Hates, lhall acquire ftrength and pru¬ 
dence at the expence of the former ones (that is to 
fay, of civil fociety,) the latter ?nuji weaken, and in* 
fenfibly falld^ 

Beiides, our Society originates, and muft naturally 
and elFentially deduce its origin from thofe very go¬ 
vernments whofe vices have rendered our union neceF* 
fary. We have no objeft but that better order of 
things for which we incefftntly labour; dl the efforts^ 
therefore, of Princes to jlop our progrefs vjill be fniitiefs; 
the fpark may long remain hidden in the a/l?cs, but the 
day muji come in which fnall hurji forth the general 
flame. For nature naufeates always to run the fame- 
courfe. The heavier the yoke of oppreflion weighs^ 
on man, the more feduloufly will he labour to throw it 
off; and the liberty he fecks thall expand itfelf. Tte 
feed u fown whence Jhdl fpring a new world; the roots 
extend themfclves; they harec acquired too much ftrength^ 
they have been too indiijirioujly propagated, for the day 
of barvejl to fail z^j'.-.-Perhaps it may be ncceffary to 
wait thoufands and thoufands of years; but fooner or 
later nature (hail confummate its grand work, and 
lliall ,reftore that dignity to man for which Le was def 
tilled from the beginningd^ 

Reader, you have heard them. Thefe confpirators 
have faid more than I fnould have dared to hint at 
on the nature and danger of thefe afibdacions. It 
would be ufelefi for me to reft longer on this point* 
I (hail end by Ihowing by what artifices th& 
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phaiit'* endeavours to tranquilize the confcicnces of 
tbofe adepts who may have been ftartled at thefe pre^ 
diftions. Notwithftanding all that he has faid of thofc 
times when Illuminifin fliall find means of binding 
hands and fuhjugating; notwithftanding all that aver* 
fion againft governments which he fecks to infnfe into 
the adepts, he concludes in a hypocritical llrain pecu¬ 
liar to wickednefs. We are here at once the ob- 
fervers and the inftruments of nature.—We do not 
wifii to precipitate her fleps. To enlighten men, to 
correct their morals, to infpire them with benevolence, 
fuch are our means. Secure of fuccefs, we abftaia 
from violent commotions. To have forefeen the hap* 
pinefs of pofterity, and to have prepared it by irre¬ 
proachable means, fuffices for our felicity. The tran¬ 
quility of our confcicnces is not troubled by the re¬ 
proach of aiming at the ruin or overthrow of dates 
and thrones. Such an accufation could with no more 
propriety be preferred againft us, than it might againft 
the ftatefmen who had forefeen and foretold the im¬ 
pending and inevitable ruin of the ftate.—As alliduous 
obfervers of Nature, we admire her majeftic courfe 5 
and, burning with the noble pride of our origin, we 
felicitate ourfelves on being the clfildren of men and 
of God.” 

But carefully obferve and remember, that we do 
not impofe our opinions; we do not oblige you to 
adopt our doftrines. Let the tnith you can acknow¬ 
ledge be your only guide. Free man, cxercife here 
thy primitive right ; feek, doubt, examine, do you 
know of, or can you find elfewherc, any thing that 
is better ?—Make us acquainted with your views, as 
we have expofed ours to you. We do not blufli at 
the limits of our underftandings; we know that we 
are but men : we know that fuch are the difpofitions 
of nature, fuch the lot of man, that he is not to ex- 
peft to attain perfeftion at his outfet; he can attain it 
but by degrees. It is by gaining experience from our 
errors, by profiting of the lights acquired by our fore¬ 
fathers, that we fliall become at once the children of 
wifdom, and the parents of a ftill wifer progeny. 
therefore, you think that you have found truth in the 
whole of our dodrine, adopt the whole. Should you 
perceive any error to have ftolea in with it, remember 
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tliat truth is 'not the lefs efliinable on that accouiih 
tf you have met with nothing that plealcs you here, 
rejeft the whole without fear; and remember, that 
in many things, at leaft, wc only need further refearch 
Or a new inveftigation. Do yon obferve any thing 
blamable or laudable, fee and make choice of what 
you approve. Should you be more enlightened your* 
ielf, then your eye may have difcovered truths which 
are ftill denied to us. The more art we employ in 
the inrtruftion of our pupils to lead them to the paths 
of wifdom, the lefs you will be inclined to refufe us 
a portion of your applaufe.’^ 

Thus ends the difcourfe the Hierophant.—The 
prolelyte who has heard it without flinddering, ma^ 
flatter himfelf with being worthy of this priefthood. 
But before he is facrilegioufly anointed, he is led back 
to the porch, where he is in veiled with a white tunic. 
He wears a broad filken fcarlet belt; the fleeve is 
tied at the extremity and middle with bandages of th6 
fame colour, which make it bulge out.* I am par¬ 
ticular in the defcription of this drefs, becaiife it was 
in a fimilar one that, during the French Revolution, a 
comedian appeared perfonally attacking Almighty God^ 
faying) No I thou doft not exift* If thou haft poW* 
er over the thunder-bolts, grafp them ; aim them at 
the man who dares fet thee at defiance in the face 
of thy aitars. But no, I blafpheme thee, and I ftill 
live. No, thou doft not exift.^^ In the fame cot 
tume, and to prepare him for the fame blafphemies, 
the Epopt is recalled into the temple of myfterfes. 
He is met by one of the brethren, who does not per¬ 
mit him to advance till he has told him, “ that he is 
fent to enquire whether he (the profelyte) has per- 
fedtly underftood the difcourfe which has been read 
to him--whether he has any doubts concerning the 
doftrines which are contained in it—whether his 
" heart is penetrated with the fanftity of the princi- 
pies of the Order—whether he is feiifible of the call, 
feels the ftreiigth of mind, the fervent will, and all 
" the difintereftednefs requifite to labour at the grand 
undertaking—whether he is ready to make a facrifice 


^ Ltall Works of Philo and Spartacus, at the end of the I>ifco\irfe> 

yol. m. j 
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of his will, and to fuffer hiitifelf to be led by the moA 
excellent fuperiors of the Order.’^ 

I will fpare the reader the diff^ufting impiety of the 
ceremonial which immediately follows.—The rites of 
the preceding degree were in derifion of the Laft 
Supper ; the^ are an atrocious mimicry of the facer- 
dotal ordination. A curtain is drawn, .and an altar 
appears with a crucifix upon it. On the altar alfo is a 
bible; and the ritual of the Order lies on a reading 
defk ; on the fide a cenfer, and a phial full of oil. 
The Dean afts the part of a Bifliop, and he is fur- 
rounded with acolytes. He prays over the profelyte, 
blelTes him, cuts hair from the top of his head, clothes 
him in the veftments of the priefthood, and pronoun¬ 
ces prayers after the fafliion of the feci. On prefent- 
ing the cap he fays, Cover thyfelf with this cap, it is 
more valuable than the crown of Kings The very 
expreffions of the Jacobin with his red cap. The com¬ 
munion confifls in honey and milk, which the Dean 
gives to the profelyte, faying, This is what Nature 
gives to man. Refleft how happy he would'ftill 
have been, if the defire of fuperfluities had not, by 
depriving him of a tafte for fuch Ample food, multi- 
plied his wants, and poifoned the balm of life.^^ 

All the preceding part of this degree fufficiently 
explains the real meaning of thefe words. The cere¬ 
monies are terminated with delivering to the Epopt 
that part of the code which relates to his new degree. 
I fliall relate all that is neceffary for the reader to be 
informed of, when, after having treated of the degree 
of Regent, and of the Grand Myfteries, I fhall come 
to inveftigate the government of the Order. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Eighth Part of the Code of Illnminces-^^The Regent^ 
or the Prince Illiiminee. 

^ Epopts has fufficiently dif- QuailtUs 

VV tingniflied himfelf to bear a part in the poli- rc<iuircd. 
tical government of our Order ; that is to fay, when 
^ he unites prudence with the liberty of thinking and 
of ading ; when he knows how to temper boldnefs 
with precaution, refolution with complaifance; fub- 
tlety with good-nature ; loyalty with fimplicity ; fin- 
giilarity with method ; tranfcendency of wit with 
" gravity and dignity of manners when he has learn- 
ed opportunely to fpeak or to be filent, how to obey 
or to command ; when he lhall have gained the 
efteem and aiFeftion of his fellow-citizens, though 
feared by them at the fame time ; when his heart 
fhall be entirely devoted to the interefts of our Or- 
^^'der, and the common welfare of the univerfe fliall 
be uppermoft in his^ mindthen, and then only, let 
the Superior of the province propofe him to the na- 
tional Infpeftor as worthy of being admitted to the 
degree of RegentP 

Such are the qualities required by the Se<5l for the 
admiflion of its adepts to the degree which in the 
Code is fometimes termed Regent, at others the Prince 
lUuminee, Such are the very words to be found in 
the preamble of the rules of this degree. 

* Three things of the utmofl: confequence (fays the^ 
code) are to be obferved. In the firft place, the 
greateft referve is neceifary with refpeft to this de- 
" gree. Secondly, thofe who are admitted into it 
niuft be as much as poffible free men and independ- 
ent of all Princes .* they mud indeed liave clearly 
manifefted their hatred for the general conjiitiifton 
or the aftual (late of mankind ; have fliown how 
ardently they wiQi for a change in the government 
of the world ; and how much the hints thrown out 
in the degree of Pideft has inflamed their wiflies foe 
“ a better order of things.” 

Yol. III. T a 
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Precautions requifites are to be found in the Candi- 

and prelim- date, then let the national Inrpe6lor once more exam- 
tio^ ine, in his records, every thing relative to the conduft 
and character of the new adept, let him infpeft the 
divers queftions which have been put to him, and dif- 
cover where he has fliown his ftrong or his weak fide. 
According to the refult of this examination, let the In- 
ijpedor propofe fome new queftions on thofe article? 
on whicli the Candidate may have fliown the greateft 
j^eferve. For example, fome of the following :* 

r. Would yon think a fociety objeftionable, which 
fliould (till nature fhall have ripened its gi-and revo^ 
lutions) place itfelf in a fituatipn, which would de- 
prive Monarchs of the power of doing harm, though 
they fliould wifli it ? A fociety whofe invifible 
means fliould prevent all governments from abufing 
their power > Would it be impoflihle through the 
influence of fiich a fociety, to form a new ftate in 
each ftate, Jiatus hi Jlatu that is to fay, would it 
be impoflible to fubjeft the rulers of. every ftate to 
this Illuminizing Society, and to convert them into 
mere tools of the Order even in the government of 
their own dominions ? 

. 11. Were it to be objeded, that fuch a fociety. 

might abufe its power, would not the following con., 
fiderations do away fuch an obje<ftion ?—Do not our 
prefent rulers daily abufe their power ? ' And are not 
the people filent, notwithftanding fuch an abufe ? I? 
this power as fecurc from abufe in the hands of 
Princes, as it would be in thofe of our adepts whom 
we train up with fo much care ? If then any go^ 
vernnient could be harmlefs, would it not be our% 
which would be entirely founded on morality, fur&» 
fight, wifdom, liberty, and virtue 

III. Though this univerfal government, founded 
on morality, ibonld prove chimerical, would it not 
be worth vjkile to make cn ejjhy of it ^ 

IV, Would not the moft fceptical man find a 
fufficient guarantee againft any abufe of power on 
the part of our Order, in the liberty of abandoning 
it at plcafure ; in the happinefs of having Superiors 
of tried merit,.who, unknown to each other, could 

* Ini’ruvSticRs for corjferiir^ the degree of Regent, Nos. I, a, 
X.aft Works of Fkilo and Spartacus. 
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not poffibly fuppoit each other in their , treafonable 
combinations agaiufl: the general welfare ; Superiors, 
in ihort, who would be deterred from doing harm 
^ by the fear of the exifting chiefs of empires 
. V. Should there exift any other fecret means of 
guarding againft the abufe of that authority en- 
trulled by the Order to our Superiors, what might 
" they be ? 

I VI. Suppofing defpotifm were to enfue, would it 
be dangerous in the hands of men who, from the 
very firft ftep we made in the Order, teach us no-, 
thing but fcience, liberty, and virtue ? Would not 
that defpotifm lofe its fling in the confideration that 
" thofe. chiefs who may have conceived dangerous 
plans will have begun by difpofing a machine in di- 
reft oppofition to their views.’’* 

To iinderftand the tendency of thefe queftions, let 
us refleft on the meaning given by the Sed to libeny 
^nd general welfare. Above all, let us not forget the 
leflbn already given to the adepts on morality; the art 
of teaching men to fhake oft' the yoke of their mi-^ 
nority, to let a fide Princes and Rulers, and to learn' to 
govern themfelves. This leflbn once well underftood, 
the mod contrafted undcrftandlng muft perceive, in 
fpite of the infidious tenour of thefe queftions, tliat 
their foie tendency is to afk, whether a Seft would 
be very dangerous who, under pretence of hindering 
the chiefs of nations, ICings, Minillers, and Magiftrates, 
from hurting the people, lliould begin by maftering 
the opinions of all thofe who furrounded Kings, Mini- 
(lers, or Magiftrates; or fliould feek by invifible means 
to captivate all the councils, and the agents of public 
authority, in order to reinftate mankind in the rights 
of their pretended majority; and to teach the fubjeft 
to tlirow off the authority of his Prince, and learn to 
govern himfelf; or, in other words, to deftroy every 
King, Minifter, Law, Magiftrate, and public authority 
whatever?” Tlie Candidate, too well trained to the 
fpirit of Ilkiminirm not to fee the real tendency of 
thefe queftions, but alfo too much perverted by it 
to be ftartled at them, knows what anfwers he is to 
give to obtain the new degree. Should he ftill liar- 

* Inftrudlions for cor/en-ing the degree of Regent, No. i, 2 , 
Works of Philo and Spartacus, 



*34 


TtlE ANTISOCUL CONSPIR.4.dY. 


The Inan- 
guratioa. 


hour any doubts, the ceremonies of his inftallatioii 
would dived him of them. Thefe are not theofophr- 
cal or infigiiihcant ceremonies; every dep demon- 
drates the diforganizing genius, and the hatred for all 
authority, which irritates the fpleen of their impious 
author; and it is therefore that Weiflianpt, when writ¬ 
ing to Zwack, reprefents them as infinitely more ir.u 
portant than thofe of the preceding degree.* 

^Vhen the admilTion of the new adept is refolvcd 
on, he is informed, that as in future he is to be en- 
traded with papers, belonging to the Order, of far 
greater importance than any that he has yet had in 
his pofleffion, it is neceflary that the Order flioulcT 
have further fecurities. He is therefore to make 
his will, and infert a particular claufe .with refped* 
to any private papers which he may leave in cafe 
of fndden death. He is to get a formal and juri- 
** dical receipt of that part of his will from his fa- 
mily, or from the public Magiftrate, and he is to 
take their proraifes in writing that they will fulfil 
his intentions/’J * 

This precaution taken, and the day for the initiation 
fixed, the adept is admitted into an anti-chamber hung 
with black. Its furniture confids in a fteleton elevated 
on two deps, at the feet of whicli are laid a ci*own and 
a fword—There he is afked for the written difpofitioris 
he has made concerning the papers with wliich he may 
be entruded, and the juridical promife he has received 
that his intentions fliall be fulfilled. His hands are 
then loaded with chains, as if he were a flave ; and he 
is thus left to his meditations.f The Provincial who 
performs the functions of Initiator is alone in the fird 
faloon, feated on a throne. The Introducer, having 
left the Candidate to his refleftions, enters this room,' 
and in a voice loud enougli to be heard by the new 
adept, the following Dialogue takes place between 
them. 

Provincial. WIio brought this flave to us 
Introducer. He came of his own accord; he 
knocked at the door.*’ 

Frov, What does h-^ want 

^ Origiiial \Vrltinp;s, Vol. 11 . I^ct. 24, from Weifhaupt to Cato. 

I lnftnid;ions for conferring this degree, No. 5. 

-j- Ritua! of this degree. No. i. 
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Fntrod. He is in fearch of Liberty, and ailcs to be 
^'-freed from his chains.” 

Prov, Why does he not apply to thofe who have 
chained him ?” 

IntrocL They refufe to break his bonds; they ac- 
quire too great an advantage from his flavery.” 

Prov, Who then is it that has reduced him to 
" this ftate of flavery ?” 

Introd, Society, governments, the fciences, and 
falfe religion.” Die^gefiHfchcifty dcr Jhiat^ din gelehr- 
Jainkelt^ die falfche religion P 

Prov. And he wimes to caft off this yoke to bc- 
come a feditions man and a rebel ?” 

Introd. No ; he wiflies to unite with us, to join 
in our fights againfl the conflitution of governments, 
^ the corruptions of morals, and the profanation of rc- 
ligion. He wiflies through our means to become 
powerful, that he may attain the grand ultimatum.” 

Prov. And who will anfwer to us, that after hav- 
ing obtained that power he will not alfo abufe it, 
that he will not be a tyrant and the author of new 
misfortunes ?” 

. Introd. His heart and his reafon are our guaran- 
5^ tees—the Order has enlightened him. He has learn- 
ed to conquer his paflions and to know himfclf. Ouc 
Superiors have tried him,” 

Prov. That is faying a great deal-—Is he alfo 
fuperior to prejudice. Does he prefer the general 
intereft of the univerfe to that of more limited 
affociations P 

. Introd. Such have been his promifes.” 

Prov. How many others have made fimilar pro- 
mifes who did not keep them ? Is he mailer of hini- 
felf? Can he refift temptation ? Are perfonal confide- 
rations of no avail with refped to him ? Aik him, 
whether the Ikeleton he has before him is that of a 
king, a nobleman, or a beggar?”' 

Introd. He cannot tell; nature has dellroyed all 
that marked the depraved ftate of inequality; all 
that he fees is, that this Ikeleton was man like us; 
and the chamber of man is all that he attends to.” 

« pro^o. If fuch be his fentimencs, let him be free 
at bis own rifle and peril. But he knows us not. 
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Go and afk him why he implores our protcftion 
This dialogue ended (and the reader will not be at 
a lofs to perceive the drift of it,) the Introducer returns 
to the Candidate, and fays, Brother, the knowledge 
you have acquired can no longer leave you in doubt 
as to the grandeur, the importance^ the dilinterefted* 
nefs and lawfulnefs of our great objeft. It muft 
therefore be indifferent to you whether you are ac* 
qiiainted with our Superiors or not; neverthelefs, I 
have fome information to impart to you on that 
fubieft.*^ 

This information is nothing more than a- fiinimary 
of a pretended hiftory of Mafonry, going back to thd 
deluge; and of what the Scft calls the fall of man, 
the lofs of his dignity, and of the true doftrine. The 
ftory then continues to Noah and the few who efcaped 
the deluge in the ark; thefe, he fays, were a feW 
Sages or Freemafons, who have maintained the true 
principles in their fecret fchools. It is for that reafon, 
lays the Inftruftor, that Mafonry has preferved the de- 
noniinations of Noachijh and Patrimhs---The\i cornel 
a recapitulation of what had been faid in the degre<? 
of Epopt on the pretended views of Chrift, on the de¬ 
cline of Mafonry, and on the honour referved to Illii- 
minifm to prcfervc and revive thefe true and ancient 
myfteries—When queftioned (fays the Inftruftor) ai 
to whom \ve are indebted to for the aftual conftitution 
of our Order, and the prefent form of the inferior dc- 
gi*ees, the follov/ing is the anfwer we give ; 

Our founders, without doubt, had extenfive know¬ 
ledge, fince they have tranfinitted fo much to us.— 
Aftuated by a laudable zeal for the general welfare, 
they formed a code of laws for our Order; blit, partly 
through prudence, and partly to guard againfi: theit 
own paffions, they left the direflion of the edifice they 
had raifed to other hands, and retired. Their nam^s 
will for ever remain in oblivion—The chiefs who go¬ 
vern the Order'at prefent are not our founders; but 
pofterity will doubly blefs thofe unknown benefaftors 
v/ho have defpifed the vain glory of immortalizing, 
their names. Every document which could have 
tln*ovvn light on our origin has been committed to 
the flames/^ 

^ EituaJ pf this degree, Np. 
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M/You will jlow be under the direftion of other men * 
men who, gradually, educated by the Order, have at 
iength been placed at the helm. You will loon make 
one; of their niimber-'^Tell me pnly,. whether you lljll 
harbour any' doubt as to the objed of, the Order.’^ 
'liiThe Candidate, who has long fince been paft all 
poffibility of doubt,'advances with his, Introducer to* 
wards another falooii; but, on opening the door, feve* 

ral of the adepts run .and oppofe their entrance.^-- 

A new dialogue takes place in the ftyle of the firfl:-* 

Who goes there?. Who are you ?*-It is a Have who has 
fled from his niafters-^-^No flave fliall enter here--* 
He has fled that he might ceafe to be a flave; he 
craves an afyluin and protedion^—^But fliould his 

mafter follow ?—He is fafe, the doors are (hut--But 

Ihpuld he be'a ti*tiitor is not one, he has beem 

educated under the eyes of the Illuminees. They have 
imprinted the divine feal on his forehead,—The door 
opens) and thofe who oppofed the Candidate's entrance 
cfcort him to the third faloon. „ Here new obftacles 
occur, and another dialogue takes place betwjeen an 
adept in'the inflde and the Introducer. In the mean 
time the Provincial has left his former ftatioti, and has 
jTeated himfelf upon a throne in this third room. ^ [It is 
worthy of .remark that thefe enemies of thrones are 
rhemfelves always fcated on a throne.] The Provincial 
.gives orders that the Candidate may be admitted, and 
defires to fee whether he really bears the print of the 
feal of liberty. The Brethren accompany the new 
.adept to the foot of the throne* 

Prov, Wretch! You are a (lave : and yet dare 
enter an affembly of free men ! Do yoii know the 
^^'■fate that awaits you ? Yon have pafled through two 
‘‘ doors to enter this; but you fliall not go hence un- 
piiniflied, if you profane this fanduary.” 

Inuod, That will not happen ; I will be his gua- 
^.rantee. You have taught him to third after liberty; 
and now keep your proniife.^' 

Prov, Well, Brother, we have fiihjefted you to 
/c various trials. The elevation of your lentiments has 
‘^:made us conceive you to be both proper and worthy 
of being admitted into our Order. You have thrown 
yourfelf with confidence and without referve into 
r. .Vok III. U 
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our nrms: and it is time to impart to you that 15* 
berty which we liave painted to you in fuch bewitch* 
ing colours. JVe have been your guide during all the 
time that you Jhod in need of one^ You are 71010 
Jirong enough to condud yourfelf; be then in future 
your oivn guide, be it at your owfi peril and 7'ijk. Be 
free ; that is to fiy, he a nian, and a man loho knows 
hovj to govern himfilf; a 7nan njoho knows his duty, 

^^ wid his imprefcriptible rights; a man who ferves the 
imiverfe alone ; whofe adions are folely directed to the 
general be^iefit of the world and of human nature. 
Every thing elfe is injuJiice^-Be fi’ee and mdepende7%t ; 
mfutujv be fb of yourfelf‘-Here, take back the engage^ 
mcnts you have hitherto contraded with us. To you ' 
we return them alL^* 

As he pronounces tliefe words*, the Provincial re¬ 
turns him all the writings winch concern him, fuch 
as his oaths, his promiles, the minutes of his admiffioii 
to the preceding degrees, the hiftory of his life which 
he had tranfmitted to the fuperiors, and all the notes 
taken by the Scrutators concerning him. 

This perhaps is one of the moft delicate traits of po¬ 
licy of the feet. The chiefs have had full leifurc to pry 
into the moft fecret recefies of his heart, and the Scru¬ 
tators have no further difeoveries to make. The can¬ 
didate may take back his oaths and his fecrers, but re- 
eollecftions (perhaps copies) (till remain, and the Initi¬ 
ator may well continue: In future you will owe us no- 
thing but that which your heart (hall dictate. Wc 
do not tyrannize over men, we only enlighten them. 
Have you found contentment, reft, fatisfaclion, hap- 
pluefs, among us ? You will not then abandon us. 
Can we have miftaken you, or can you have mifta- 
ken us: It would be a misfortune for you ; but yoii 
are free. Remember only that men free and inde^ 

“ pencle72t do not olFend each other; on the contrary, 
they affift and mutually proteft each other. Remeni- 
her, that to ofteucl another man, is to give him thtr 
right of defending himfelf. Do yon wifli to nl^kc 
a noble ufe of the power we give to you? rely on 
our word : you fliall find zeal and proteftion among 
ns. Could a diiinterefted zeal for your brethren 
glow ill your heart, then labour at the grand objeft, 
labour for unfortunate human nature, and thy lad 
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hour fliall be bleft. We aik nothing elfe from ' 
you, we a(k nothing for ourfelves. QuelVum your 
own heart, and let it fay whether our condud to 
you has not been noble and difinterefted. After fo 
many favours, could yon be ungrateful, your heart 
(hould avenge us, and chaftife you. But no ; many 
trials have proved you to be a man of conftancy and 
^ refolution. Be fuch your charader, and in future 
govern with us opprefied man, and labour at ren-^ 
dering him virtuous and free.’’ 

Oh, Brother 1 what a light, what hopes I when 
one day happinefs, aiFedion, and peace fiiall be the 
inhabitants of the earth! when mifery, error, and 
opprellion, fliall difappenr with fupertlnous wants I 
when, each one at his ftation labouring only for the 
*f. general good, every father of a family fhali be fa- 
vereign in his, tranquil cot! when he that ^[fi)csjo 
invade thefe fiared rights fiall not find an afxtum on 
the face of the earth! when idlenefs fliall be no longer 
•^^^fuficred! when the clod of iifdefs fciences fi)all be coji 
ajidcy and none fliall be taught but thofe which con- 
tribute to make man better, and to reinftate him in 
his primitive freedom, his future defliny ! when we 
may flatter ourfelves with having#forwarded that 
5^ . happy period, and complacently view the fruits of 
our labours! when in fine, each man viewing his 
brother in bis fellow-creature, fliall extend a fuc- 
couring hand—with us and ours you fhall find hap- 
piiiefs and peace, fliould you continue faithful and 
attached to us. You will alfo remark, that the fign of 
this degree conlifts in extending your arms to a bro- 
ther with your hands open, to lliow that, they are not 
fullied by injuftice or oppreflion, and ihc .giipe is to 
feize the brother by the two elbows, as it were to 
hinder him from falling. Tlie word is f'edeinption.^^ 
The foregoing palTages fo clearly demonftrate the 
meaning of this word I'eden'iptioiiy that the reader muLt 
be furprifed at learning that there ftill remain further 
myfleries to be revealed.—Tlie candidate is not yet 
admitted into the higheft ciafs. He is only the Prince 
llluminee, and has to gain adniiirion to tlie two de¬ 
grees of Philofophery and of the Man King* He is 
invellcd in his new principality by receiving a bucklci\ 
Yol. HI. U z 
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boots, a cloak, and a hat. The words pronounced at 
the inveftiture, are worthy of the reader's attention. • 
On prefentiug the buekler^ the Initiator fays, ‘^Arm 
thyfelf with kdelity, truth, and conftancy; be a true 
Chrijtumf and the fnafts of calumny and niisfortiine 
lhall not pierce thee." Be a ChrijUan! (imd fey ein 
Chriji) ! / What a ftrange Chriftian ; what a wicked 
wretch then muft be the Initiator who dares carry his 
diflimulation to fuch lengths, and profane that facred 
name in myfteries fo evidently combined for the eradi¬ 
cation of every trace of ChrilVianity! But the adept 
fmiles, or his ttupidity muft be beyond expreffion if he 
does not fee through fo miferable a cant. 

On prefentmg the boots: Be aftive in the fervicc 
of the good, and fear no road which may lead to 
the propagation or .difcovery of happinefs." . This 
will recall to our minds, the principle, •whatevc?^ may be 
the meansy fear not to employ them when they lead to 
what the fed: calls happinefs. 

On giving the cloak: Be a prince over thy people; 
that is to fay, be fincere and wife, the benefaftoi* of 
thy brethren, and teach them feienCe." The reader 
will not be at a k)fs to underftand what fcience. 

The formula of ti^e hat is, Beware of ever ex- 
changing this hat of liberty (diejeu frey heitfmt) for 
a crown." 

Thus decorated, the. Piince Illuminec receives the 
fraternal embrace.—He then hears read the inftrndions 
for his new degree; but as they entirely relate (like 
tliofe of the preceding degree) to the government of 
the brethren, they will be.treated of.in the laft part 
.of the code. It is now time to proceed to the GrartA 
^lyftei'ies^ 

.... » 
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CHAP. XII. 

I^inth Part of the Code of the Illtiminees.r-Xlafs of the 
Grand Myjieries; the Mage or tl?e PhUoJbfher, ' and 
the: Man King, 

B y the great importance which the feft places in The text 
the laft myfteries of Illuminifm; and the many 
precautions it has taken to conceal them from the pub¬ 
lic view,'I am compelled to begin this chapter with 
candidly declaring^ that every attempt to difeover the 
original text of this part of the Code has been fruitlcfs. 

Such an avowal, however, (liquid not difconcert the 
reader. Though the rehl text may be wanting, we 
have abundant matter to fupply its place. A^e have 
WeiHiaiipPs familiar correfpondence • we are in po(^ 
fefiion of the letters of many of the adepts* who en- 
thiifiaftically admired them ; and the avowals are ftill 
extant of other adepts, who indignantly beheld fuch 
abominations: Our judgment will be guided by laws 
laid down by Weifliaupt himfelf; and the famous apo¬ 
logy of this monftrous legiflator will-teach us how to 
appreciate them... Such materials are more than fuffi- 
cient to fupply the deficiency of the literal text. It is 
true, that the. crafty cant and affeefted enthufiafm of 
the Hierophant will be wanting; but the fubftance of 
his declamation, the extent and monftrolity of his 
ultimate plots will lofe nothing of their evidence. Let 
us begin then by attending to their, author, and from 
him receive our firft impreffions. 

Weilhaiipt, when wTiting to'Zu’ack his incomparable Weif- 
man, and fpeaking of the degree of EpoptCy wherein 
impiety and rebellion feem to have (trained every on thefe 
nervei to difieniinate their venemous principles againft myfteries. 
church and (late, he fays, One might be tempted 
to think that this degree was the laft and the mod fub- 
lime : I have, neverthelefs, three more of infinitely 
greater . hnportanccy vjbick I referve for our Grand 
Myjieries, But thefe I keep at home, and, only fliow 
them to the Areopagites, or to a few other brethren 
the mpft dillinguiihed for their merit and their fer- 
vices.—Were you here, I \yould admit you to my 
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degree, for you are worthy of it—But I never fuSer 
it to go out of my hands. It is of too Jerious m 
import ; it is the key of the ancient and modern, the 
religious and political hiftory of the univerfe.^' 

^ “ That I may keep our provinces in due fubordina- 
tipn, I will take care to., have only three copies of 
this degree in all Germany; tliat is to fay, one in ^ 
each Infpeclion.^^ He foon after writes again to the 
fame adept: I have comppfed four in ore degrees 

above that of Regent; and with refpeft to thefe 
four, evea the lowefl of them,, our degree of Prieft 
will be but child's play"—.JTo fchkchejien 

der priefler gi'cid kinder fpiel fiyn JollJ^ » 

Before we draw any conclufion toward forming our 
judgment, let me recall to the mind of the reader 
thole letters wherein Weifhaupt declares, that every 
degree fliall be an apprenticefhip for the next, a fort 
of Novitiate for the higher degrees. That thefe degrees 
were always to be in crefeendo ; in fine, that in the laft 
clafs of the niyfteries a perfeel ftatement of the max¬ 
ims and polity of Illuminifiu was to be given. TJnd 
am ende foigt die totale einficht in die politic tind max- 
imen dcs ordens,\ After fuch letters, the text of thefe 
inyfteries is fcarcely ncceflary. I know that thefe 
degrees were reduced to two for the lail clafs of the 
myfteries; I knowj from the agreement made by tlic 
founder and his intimate adepts, that the firft was the 
Magc^ or Pbilofopher; iho, oxhcYy the Man King,X ’I 
will ftart from thefe data, and fliall not heiitate to 
fay, that this monfter of impiety and of wickednefs. 
impofes.on hihifeif when he fpcaks of degrees infinitely 
more important for the higher myfteries, or when be 
pretends that thofe of Epopt and Regent are hwl piferile 
in comparifon with thofe which he referves for his 
intimate adepts. His execrable pride may flatter him 
with furpafling even the devils themfelves, in his 'wic¬ 
ked inventions for fending forth the peftiferons blafl^; 
but their combined cfForts could not fuggeft more 
hideous plots than thofe in' which Weifhaupt glories^ 
when calling them his' Icjfer What t the 

' • rT 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. 11 . Let. 15, 16, 34, to CatorZ^yack. . 

f Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 4, to Cato. r • - ' 

* Tbid. Vo!. TI. Let. i, to Philo, arid Second Part of^ 4 ^r,‘ce hent 

the Areopagites. " *' 
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VOW of annihilating every idea of religion, eveii to th^ 
Very name of^a God ; the plan for overthrowing every 
government, even to the obliteration of every vetlige 
of laws, authority, or civil fociety; the wifli of de** 
ftroying our arts and fciences, our towns, and. even 
villages, that they may rearjz,e their fyftems of Liberty 
and Equality ; the delire of exterminating the greater 
j)art‘of human nature, to work the triumph of their 
vagabond clans, over the remaining part of mankind. 
Thefe vows and wilhes, thefe plots and plans, have 
<already appeared in the Icffer myfteries, and his adepts 
mull have been as ftupid as he willies them to be 
impious and wicked, if they have not feen through the 
web that veils from their fight the baleful abyfs." And, 
after all,^ it is not the objed or the fubjlance of their 
plots which is thus llightly veiled ; 'the terms alone are. 
concealed. There only remains to fay, that all religion 
lhall be deftroyed for the adoption of Atheifm ; every 
conftitutioH, whether monarchical or republican, lhall 
be overthrown in favour of abfolute independence ‘ 
property lliali be annihilated 5 fcience and arts lhall 
be fuppreffed ; towns, houfes, and fixed habitations, 
reduced to alhes, for the re^eftablilliment of the roam¬ 
ing and favage life, which' the hypocrite, in his cant, 
calls the -patriarchal life, ' Such are the terms; and the 
fcroll of this hideous pantomime needed only to be un¬ 
rolled, to tell the names of thofe who were to appear 
on the gloomy ftage of the laft mylleries. The adept 
had long fince inhaled the deleterious air with which 
Weifiiaupt had fpared no pains to furround him 5 and 
could he naufeate this, or turn away from thefe dil- 
aftrous machinations, the grates of the myllerious pit 
Avere fluit again ft him. At fuch a fight nature lliud- 
ders—The reader will cry out. None but monftefs 
could have conceived or abetted fnch plots. Be it fo ; 
I will not contradi(ft him ; I only willi to name thefe 
nionfters.—Behold Weilhaupt and his profound adepts! 
The reader will find the proofs of this exclamation iti 
their own writings. ' ' 

Weifliaupt, who divided his myfteries into two 
claftes, alfo diftributed his laft fecrets under two heads. 
Firft, Religion ; which was the objeeft of the Mages .• 
The other comprehended what he called bis Polity; 
and he referved it for the Man King, Let us fepa- 
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I'ately invcfligate each of thcfe degrees, commencing 
with that principle which he himlelf lays down, and 
from which he never deviates, that each degree (hall 
be a preparatory concatenation of principles and dbc-^ 
trines, the ultimate tendency of which was to form 
the objeft of the laft: myfteries. Such :a principle is 
more than fufHcient to demonftrate that the fecrct to 
be imparted to his Mages can be no other than the 
^ mod. abfolute Atheifni, and the total fubverfion of 
every Religioin The adept, however, has already 
imbibed fuch horrid principles ; and-the- fecrct conlifts 
in telling him, in plain terms, that it was towards that 
point the Se6l had long fince been leading him, and 
that in future all his thoughts, words, and aftions, mull 
teud to fecond the views of the Seft in their monftrous 
undertaking; that in the:preceding degrees: the name 
of Religion had only been preserved the better to 
deftroy the tilingbut that in future the'very name 
would only be the expreffion of chimeras, of fiipcr- 
ftition, of fanaticifm, fupported by defpotifm and am*i 
bitipn, as a tool for en(laving mankind. , t 

y This cxpUcatiort is no vain fancy of .mine^ Sec 
AVcifliaupt confidentially writing to his intimate and 
incomparable Cato-Zwack: " . 

I firmly believe, that the fecrct doctrine of Chrift 
had no other objed in view than the re-cftablifhment 
of Jewifli Liberty, which is the explanation I give of it. 
I even believe, that Freemafonry is nothing but a 
Ghriftianity of this fort; at leaft, my^explanation of 
their Hieroglyphics perfectly coincides with fuch an 
explanation. In this fenfe, nobody could blulh at 
^Lbeing a Chriftian ; for I pref&rve the namcy and fub^ 
Jittute rcafony-^-denn ich lajfe den nameny Wid Jubjl> 
tiiiere ihm die venimijL^^--‘Kc continues: It is tio 
‘^ trivial matter to have difeovered a new Religion 
and a new Polity in thefe tenebrous Hieroglyphics 
and he goes on to fay, One might be induced to 
think that this was.my higheft degree; I have, never- 
thelefs, three of infinitely more importance, for our 
grand'myfteries.’^^ 'Here then is \Vei£liaupt’s deci- 
fion on the degree of Epopt or Illiiniinized Prieji.-At 
is Ghriftianity preferving the name of Religion^ with 

* •*.) 

^ Original Writings, Vo], II, Let. ij, to Cato. 
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rhe Gofpel converted into a code by means of which 
Chrifl: taught the Jacobinical Equality and Liheriy,\ 
Here Weifliaupt is tranfcendant in his wickednefs and 
fais impiety; it is under the facred name of Religion 
that he teaches his diforganizing principles of Equality 
and Liberty* After having led his Epopts to the pin¬ 
nacle of Impiety, to what farther lengths can he pofli- 
bly lead his Mage may erafe the names of KelU 

gion and God P And this he will do in his higher myf- 
teries; for who can ex^ieft to find them when he fays. 
You know that the Unity of God was one of the fe- 
crets revealed in the mylleries of Eletifis; asJor tbat^ 
there is no fear of any fuel? thing being found in 
minef^ 

After this, can the name of God be expefted ever 
to be found in the myfteries of the llluminized Mage 
for any other purpofe than to be blafphemed ? We fee 
this fame Weilhaupt referving all the Atheiftical pro-, 
ductions for this degree; he writes again to his incom¬ 
parable man : With our beginners let us aft prudently 
“ with refpeft to books on Religion and Polity. In 
my plan I referve them for the grand myjleries. At 
firft we miift put only books of hiftory or of meta- 
** phyfics into their hands. Let Morality be our pur- 
luit. Kohinety Miraheau (that is to fay the fyftem of 
nature written by Diderot, though attributed to Mi- 
rabeau,) the Social Syftemy Natural Polity^ the Philo^ 
V Jophy of Nattirey and fuch works, are referved for 
my higher degrees.—At prefent they muft not even 
be mentioned to our adepts, and particularly He! 
vetins on ManPX The reader here fees a lift of 
the moft Anti-religious and the moft Atheiftical 
works,II and that they are referved for thefe laft 
myfteries. As a preparation for them (horribile dic-^ 
til!) the very idea of a God muft be eradicated from 
the mind of the. adept. Can we doubt of this, when 
we fee Weifhaupt thus write : Do put Brother Nu* 
menius in correfpondence with me, I muft try to 
cure him of his Theofophical ideas, and properly 


f See the DIfeourfe on the Degree of Epopt. 
* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 4, to Caro. 
I Ibid. Let. 3, to Cato, 
jj See the Helvienne Letters on thefe Workft. 
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prepare him for our views.—/r/; vjill thn fuchei^ voft 
der Theojophie zu curieren^ wid zu unferen abfichten 
zu beftwirnefu’^f The Theofopher, or the man ftill 
believing in a God, is not fit for thefe myfleries ; Re¬ 
ligion then mull: of courfe be irreconcileable with 
them. Were the confeqnenccs lefs evident, and flioiild 
we rejeft thefe fecret correfpondences, or condemn the 
laft oracles of the Hierophant to remain mthin the 
hiihdred holts which keeps them hidden from the 
adepts; I fay, even then, to afeertain what the tenets 
of the Seft are as to any worfliip or religion, we 
fliould not be neceffitated to enter that den of myfte- 
ries. Though Weiflianpt had not mentioned Religion 
in his intimate correfpondcnce, the Atheiftical Confpi- 
racy of his myfteries would be evident, and why feek 
private documents when he has given us irrefragable 
proofs of guilt in that which he publifiics as his 
apology ? 

B hu apo- y^^rs after his flight, Weifliaupt moft daringly 

jogy/ ^ aflerts, that the Syftems of his Illuminifni (as publiflied 
by the civil powers) are but a mere fketch, a plan as 
yet tod ill-digefted for the public to form any judg- 
ment either on him or his adepts, from the Original 
Writings or his Confidential Correfpondcnce. He 
publiflies a new code, and calls it The correded Syjiem 
of Illumhnfm^ with its degrees and conftitutionsy by 
Adam Weifnaupty Cowifellor to the Duke of Saxe Gotha, 
Here at leaft: we have a right to judge him and hil 
myfteries, both in his apology and his correded de¬ 
grees. But the reader will now view him in a new 
light. He is not only the confpiring infidel, but the 
infolent Sophifter, infulting the public with all the 
haughtinefs of the inoft daring Alheift, flirugging hiS 
flioulders in difdain at the reft of mankind ; and with 
impertinent pity faying to us all, as he did of the 
adepts whom he had duped, poor creaturest what could 
one not 7nake you believe.! 

I deign to caft my eyes on this apology, or the Illu- 
minifm correfted. ^ He begins by telling us, that to 
have fuppofed him capable of compofing fo extcnfive 
a work in two years was doing him the honour of ftp- 
pofing him gifted with moft extraordinary talents; and 

•}■ Ibid. Vgl. II. I.et. 15, to Cuto. 
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it is in fuch terms that the Sophifter informs the public 
that he takes them for great fools. Let the contempt 
with which he treats his readers be retorted upon him- 
felf; let neither him nor his accomplices expcd to 
defcend to pofterity with any other diftinftion than as 
the phenomena of vice and infamy. Are we to crouch 
in token of homage before the men who infolently feoff 
at their God and at the public weal ? I know not whe¬ 
ther Weifhaupt needed extraordinary talents or not, 
though I grant him all the art and cunning of the 
Sophifter; but moft certainly he muft have prefumed 
much on the force of impudence when he flattered 
himfelf that the public would inevitably find that his 
correfted code contained no principles but fuch as 
would elevate the mind and tend to form great men.* 
What I find is, that it is nothing more than a medley 
of all the arts of his original code for the education or 
rather depravation of his adepts. Did I wilfi to form 
a ftupid atheift, this would be the work I flioiild cliufe 
to put into his hands. As early as the third degree, 
in place of a God reigning as freely as he does pow¬ 
erfully over this univerfe, I find the univerfe tranf- 
fonned into a vail machine, in which every thing is 
held together or put in motion by I know not what 
fatality, decorated fometimes by the appellation of 
God, at others, of nature. Again ; did I wifli to de¬ 
corate with the name of providence a defliny which 
cannot annihilate a fvigle atom voithaiit depriving the 
Jiiirs of their fupport and involving the whole univerfj 
in riciny this would be the work 1 fhould recommend : 

I would give it to the narrow-minded adept, who, in 
a world where every thing is faid to be neceffary, 
fliould ftill pretend to talk of virtue or vices, or who 
could commrt himfelf for all the harm which the 
wicked could do him, by learning that the wicked like 
the virtuous man only followed the courfe which na- 
ture had traced for him ; and that they would both 
arrive at the lame point as himfelf; In fine^ I would 
put it into the hands of the imbecile, who would call 
the art of making merry the art of being always happy 

* So hoffc ich doch folten alle darin ubereinkommen, daft die m - 
diefen graden aulgeftellten grund-saaie fdhig feycii, grolTe und erhabenc 
ttienfchen zu bildcii— io his corrc3sdhfienu 
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(ars femper gaudendi;) the art of perfuading one’s felf 
that one’s misfortunes are incurable, or that they ‘are 
all neceflary.* But what reader will brook the impu¬ 
dence of that confpiring infidel, who, dedicating His 
myftcries as an apology to the whole world and all 
mankind— der %veli inui dem meitfchlichen gefcblechu^’i 
and pretending to prove that his original myfteries are 
not a confpiracy againft 'Religion, puts a difcourfe in 
the mouth of his new Hierophants, whofe very title 
charafterizes the mod determined one both againft 
God and Religion; he calls it. An injirudion for the 
adepts vjho are inclined to the fancy of believing in or of 
adoring a God / I know it may be alfo tranflated, An 
injhndion for the Brethren inclining tovcards Theofo^ 
pineal or Religious enthufiafmf But if both thefe 
tranflations be not fynonimous in the language of the 
Sophifters, let the reader judge, from the exordium of 
the difcourfe, which is the moft accurate. 

He who wifhes to labour for the happinefs of 
V mankind, to add to the content and reft of the hu- 
man fpecies, to decreafe their diftatisfaftion (thefe 
are literally the words of our Antitheofophical So- 
phifter,) muft ferutinize and weaken ihofe principles 
which trouble their reft, contentment, and happinefs. 
Of this fpecies are all thofe fyftems which are hoftile 
to the ennobling and perfefting of human nature; 
which unneceffarily multiply evil in the world, or 
reprefent it as greater than it really is: all thofe 
fyftems which depreciate the merit and the dignity 
of man, which diminifh his confidence in his own 
natural powers, and thereby render him lazy, pufil- 
lanimoiis, mean, and cringing: all thofe alfo which 
beget enthufiafm, which bring human reafon into 
diferedit, and thus open a free courfe for impofture : 
All the Jbeofiphical and Myjiical Syjlems; all thofe 
vsbich have a dired or indired tendency to fuch Syf 
terns ; in fhorty all the principles derived from Theofb^ 
phy, which, concealed in our hearts, often finifb by 
leading men back to it, belong to this clafsA 
In the courfe of his indruftions, the reader is not to 
expeft that Weifliaupt ^yill make any exception in fa- 

* See in the corrected tSyftem the Difcourfe on the third clafs. 
f Unterrict fiir'alle mitgleidtr, welche zu Thcofophifclicn fchwar- 
^ereyen geneight find. 
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vonr of the revealed Religion, not even a hint at fuch 
an exception is to be feen.—The Religion of Chrifl is 
reprefented as a medley of the reveries of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of Judaifm. It is in vain for the It 
raelites to believe in the Unity of God, in the coming 
of a Mefliah ; it is in vain to aflert that fuch was the 
faith of their forefathers, of Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja¬ 
cob, long before they entered Egypt or Babylon ; it is 
in vain to prove, that the adoration of the golden Calf, 
or of the god Apis, was punifhed by the Almighty as 
a prevarication of their Religion: Nothing will ferve 
the Sophifter; he will declare in his correded code, that 
the Religion of the Jews was but a modification of 
the reveries of the Egyptians, of Zoroailer, or of the 
Babylonians. To corred his adepts, he teaches them 
to call afide the Creation as a chimera unknown to 
antiquity, and to reduce all Religion to two Syftems— 
The one, that of matter co-eternal with God, a part of 
God, proceeding from God, caft forth and feparared 
from God, in order to become the world—The other, 
matter co-eternal with God, without being God, but 
worked by God, for the formation of the univerfe- 
On thefe foundations he builds a general hiftory of all 
Religions and makes all appear equally abfiird. The 
reader might be tempted to think that thefe leflbns 
had been compofed before the hegira or rather pro- 
feription of the author of Illuminifm. They may Imve 
been compiled for one of thofe difeourfes which he 
declares to be of more importance than that of the 
Hierophant in the degree of Epopt—He precifely fol¬ 
lows the courfe which Knigge reprefents as the grand 
objeft of the lad myfteries. He makes, after his fa- 
fiii(5n, a general compilation of all the fchools of Phi- 
lofophifm and of its Syftems; and hence he deduces 
Chriftanity and all Religions. The refult of the whole 
is, that all Religions are founded on impofture and 
chimera, all end in rendering man coxoardly, lazy, 
ertngv:^ and fuperfliiious; all degrade him, and trouble 
his repole.* And it is thus that this Sophifter, under 
pretence of his juftincation, daringly a(fts that part in 
public which before he had only ventured to aft under 
tlie cover of his myfteries. He failles forth from his 


* See the laft difeourfe of Illuminifin corre<5led. 
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baleful abyfs but to proclaim to the world what here¬ 
tofore he bad only hinted to his adepts in private,— 
that the time was at length come for the overthrow of 
every Altar, and the annihilation of every Religion. 

Are any further proofs neceflary to demonftrate the 
objeft of the grand mylleries ? The teftimony of 
Knigge cannot be objefted to, nor can Kniggc pre¬ 
tend or wiih to miflead Zwack when confidentially 
correfponding with him. Both had ligned the agree- 
ment of the Areopagites refpefting the compilation of 
the degrees of Ulumimfm.’* Let us then attend to 
tbefe two adepts—Philo-Knigge has been exhibiting all 
that he has done, according to WcifliaupPs inftruftions, 
in the degree of Epopt, to demonftrate that Chrift had 
no other view than the eftablifhment of natural Reli- 
gion, or, in the language of Illuminifm, the rights of 
Liberty and Equality. Knigge then continues; Af- 
ter having thus fliown to our people that we are 
the real Chriftians, we have only a word to add 
againft Priefts and Princes. I have made life of 
fuch precaution in the degrees of Epopt and of Re- 
gent, tliat I fhoiild not be afraid of conferring them 
on Kings or Popes, provided they had undergone 
the proper previous trials. In our laft myfteries we 
have to acknowledge this pious fraud; to prove, 
upomthe teftimony of authors, the origin of all the 
religious impoftures, and to expofe the whole with 
their connexions and dependencies. 

Such, reader, is that vjord to add, which was to be 
fpoken only in the laft myfteries of Illuininifm 1 That 
word againft priefts and the minifters of every worr 
fhip \ That zvord on the pious fraud, or rather laby* 
rinth of impiety, in which the feX bad inYolv^d':^^t|ie 
candidate on his firft entrance into the Order, only' to 
extricate him when he was judged worthy of tlieir laft 

'* See this agi'cement in the Original Writings, Vol. II. Part II. figucd 
the to Adarmeth 1551, or Anno Domini, so December 1781. 

f Da nun die leute fchen dafs wir die einzigen achten wahreh Chrif. 
ten find, fo darfen, wir da gegen ein word mehr gegen pfaffen und 
furften reden; doch habe ich diefs fo gethan, dafs icli piipfte und konige 
pach vorhergegangener priifung, in diefe grade aufnehmen wollte. In- 
dem hoheren myfcerlen follte man.dann A diefeentdecken, 
und B aus alien fehrifften den urfprung allcr religiozen liigen, imd 
deren zulhmmenhang entwickehi— IVniin^s, Fd. }j. i> 
/rem Fhilo to Cdo, 
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myfteries! The adept miift certainly be of weak intel- 
leds, and his credulity muft border on ftupidity, if he 
has not, in the degree of Epopt, and long before, ob- 
ferved whither they were leading him. But Ihould 
he really be ftill in the dark, or could he view with 
indignation the artifices which have been ufed with 
him ; if all refleftion have not abandoned him ; what 
will not the very term of pious fraud difeover to him ? 
Will it not recall to his mind, “ that on the firft invita- 
tions of the feet, to entice him into their Order, they 
« began by telling him, that nothing contrary to reli- 
‘'gion would ever enter the projefts of the Order? 

Does he not remember, .that this declaration was re- 
“ peated on his admiflion into the noviciate, and reite- 
“ rated when he.was received into the minerval aca- 
demy ? Has he forgotten, how ftrongly the fecT: 
" enforced the ftiidy of morality and of virtue in the 
" firft degrees, and how carefully it iiblated both 
« from religion? When pouring forth its encomium on 
“ religion, did not the fed infinuate, that true religion 
“ widely differed from thofe mylteries and worftiip 
which had degenerated in the hands of the prieft- 
“ hood ? Does he remember with what art and alftded 
« refped it fpoke of Chrift and his Gofpel in the de- 
“ grees of Major Illuminee, of Scotch Knight, and of 
“ Epopt; how the Gofpel was infenfibly metamorphof- 
« ed into illuminized reafon, its morality into that of 
Nature ; and from a moral, reafonable, and natural 
“ religion, how a religion and a morality of the rights 
“ of man, of Liberty and Equality, were deduced ? 
“ Does he refled how all the different parts of this 
“.f^ftem and opinions of the fed were infinuated to 
“ him, how naturally they occurred and appeared to 
“ have been foftered in his own breaft ? Could not 
“ the Sed fay to him, ’tis true, we put you on the 
way, but you were much more earneft in folving 
“ our queftions than we in anfwering youi-s. When, 
“ for example, we alked whether the religions which 
“ nations had adopted fulfilled the objeds for which 
“ they were intended; whether the pure and fimple 
“ religion of Chrift was really that which different 
“ Seds profeffed at this prefent day, we knew what to 
“ believe, but we wiflicd to know how far you had 
“ inhaled our principles. We had a multitude of 
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prejudices to conquer in you, before we could fuc- 
^ cecd in perfuading you that the pretended religion 
of Chrift was but an invention of prieft-craft, im- 
pofture, and tyranny. If fuch be the cafe with the 
much-admired and loudly proclaimed Gofpel, what 
are we to think of all other religions ? Learn, then, 
that they are all founded on fidion, all originate in 
impofition, error, iinpofture, and chimera. Such is 
our fecret. All the windings we made; the hypo- 
thefes we afluined; the promifes fet forth; the pa- 
negyric pronounced on Chrill and his fecret fchools; 
the fable, of Mafonry being for a long time in pof- 
feflion of his true doctrines, and our Order being 
at prefent foie depofitary of his myfteries, can no 
longer be fubjecls of furprife. If, to overturn Chrif- 
tianity and every religion, we pretended folely to 
poflefs true Chriftianity, the true religion, remember 
that the e?id fan{iifies the means^ that the fage muji 
make ufe of all tbofe means for good purpofeSy which 
the wicked do for evil. The means we have em- 
ployed to rid you, and which we continue in order to 
rid mankind of all religion, are but a pioiss fraudy 
which we always meant to reveal to you when 
admitted to the degree of MagCy or of lUuminized 
Philofopher / / / 

To thefe refledlions on the word to be added in the 
laft myfteries (fufficiently demonftrated by the afccnfion 
of the degrees, by Weilhaiipt^s apology, by his intimate 
correfpondence, and that of his moft perfe<ft adepts) 
let us fubjoin the avowal of a man little calculated 
Indeed for a member of fuch an abominable tribe, but 
who has better than any perfon known how to tear 
the mafk from their hideous countenances, and expofe 
their wickednefs. I am acquainted with his real 
name ; I am aware that it would greatly add to the 
confidence of the public; but I aifo know that could 
llluminifm difeover his afylum, it would follow him to 
drink his blood, though it were to the fouthern pole. 
He is then entitled to fecrecy; till now it . has been ob- 
ferved, nor will I be the firft to infringe his right. 
The Germans have paid him homage, and, ignorant 
af his name, they have furnamed him Biedermaji, or 
Mup/of Honour; at leaft, it is under that denomina¬ 
tion that his works are generally cited. All that I 
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can fay in addition to wliat the public is already in 
pofTellion of refpefting this gentleman is, that notliing 
could have induced him to continue fo difgufting a 
courfe, but a zeal for the public welfare, and a juft 
opinion, that the only means of preventing the efFe(fts 
of the confpiracy of the feA was to make their machb 
nations public.—Having pafied through all the degrees, 
he was at length admitted to the laft myftcries. He 
publiflied thoie of Epopt or Priejiy and of Kegenty 
under the title of Lafi IVorks of Philo and Spartaens.' 
He fubjoined the inftruftions belonging to thofe de¬ 
grees, with a Critical Hijiory of all the degrees of Ilhmiu 
7iifm, Had I no other guarantee of the veracity of his 
aflertions, than their glaring coincidence with the ori¬ 
ginal writings, which is beyond all doubt with the at¬ 
tentive inveftigator, I fliould not hefitate in declaring 
him to be the man that has given the trueft account, 
and was beft acquainted with the feft. The certifi¬ 
cate at the head of the degree of Epopt and Kegetity 
for a more perfeft knowledge of which the public is 
indebted to him, I look upon as undoubtedly genuine. 
1 know a perfon who has ieen and read tjfis certificate 
in the original, in P/?i/o-Knigge^s own hand-writing, 
and who has feen the feal of the Order attached to 
this certificate. I thus particularize becaufe the pub¬ 
lic is entitled, in difciiflions of this importance, to 
know how far I have extended my refearches, and 
how far the grounds I work upon deferve to be cre¬ 
dited.—The paflage 1 am about to quote is looked 
upon as fundamental by all German authors; it is 
from Biederman, and occurs near the end of his Cri¬ 
tical Hijiory. 

With refpeft to the two degrees of Mage and of 
Man Kingy there is no reception^^ that is to fay, there 
are no ceremonies of initiation. Even the Elc<ft are 
not permitted to tranferibe thefe degrees, they only 
hear theih read ; and that is the reatbn why I do not 
publifh them w’ith this work.^^ 

The firft is that of MagCy alfo called Philofophei\ 
It contains the fundamental principles of Spihofifm,. 
Here every thing is material; God and the world 
<^arebutone and the fame thing; all religions are 
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incotifijieni^ chimerical, and the invention of anibl- 
tioiis men 

• I 

* Der erfte, welcher Magus auch Phllofophus heifl:, en- 
tlialt fpinofiftiche grundsatze, nach welchen alles materiell, 
Gott und die welt einerley, alle religion unHatthaft, und eine 
erfindung herfiichtiger menfehen ift. 

I might have quoted the teftimony of another adept, who 
writes as follows to the authors of the Eudemonia: (VoL IIL‘ 
No. 2, Art. 4.) “I alfo can declare that I have been prefent 
‘‘ at the grand myfteries ; particularly, that in 1785 I was 
“ entrufted with the inftruftions of the degree of Mage or 
Phtlofopher; and that the fliort defcription given in the 
Endliches Schicksal (or the laft object of Free-^ 
mafonry) is perfe< 51 ;ly exad and well-grounded.’’ The 
author of the Endliches Shichfal has only, like myfelf, copied 
the text from Biederman, 1 have no knowledge of this new 
adept. 1 fee he has figned his letter, defiring the authors of 
the Eudemonia not to make i)fo of his name without an ab** 
folute neceflity. ‘‘ Befides,” he adds, ‘‘ I am a Roman Ca- 
“ tholic; and in the country in which 1 live might find dif. 

agreeable confequences from not having aficed to be ab- 
‘‘ folved from my oath, before IpuUtfhed m)hat I hadpromifed 
to keep fecrei.*^ Sir, 1 am a Catholic as well as yourfelf, 
and fiiould wifii to know where you have learned, that the 
oath you had taken to the Illuminees was fuperior to that you 
had taken to the ftate. How then could yoii reconcile with 
your confcience the keeping back from the magiftrate or the 
prince fuch proofs as you had acquired of a confpiracy againft 
the ftate ? Yes, do penance, arid alk abfolution for having 
taken fuch an oath, and for not having been true to the oath 
of allegiance which you had fworn to the date, and from 

^yhich you could not be abfolved by any power on earths - 

\Vhat lingular ideas are fomeiimcs formed of probity ! To. 
perfuade one’s felf that one is bound by an oath to a band of 
confpirators, while the oath of allegiance is overlooked !— 
Sir, had you faid, that it was peceflary to take proper pre¬ 
cautions for your feenrity, that wretches pretending to the power 
of life and death might not alTaiTinate you, nothing could be 
more natural ; take your precautions while informing the pub¬ 
lic magiftraie, but do not come and give us as an excufe your 
fidelity to an oath, which in itfclf is nothing Icfs than a per¬ 
jury to the (late. 

Notwiihllanding, however, the reproach jufily merited by 
this adept, his tefiimony is not to be riCgIc( 5 ted, fince he has 
fent liis name to ihe editors of the Eudemonia, a journal 
printed at Franckfort on the Mein, and highly deferving cf 
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Divers principles,continues the author, thrown 

out in the preceding degrees might in fome meafure 

point out the object the fedt had in view.” Certainly 
nothing could be better grounded than fuch a furmife 
^-Nature, fo often united with God, reprefen ted aftive 
like God, foUov/ing, with the fame immcnfity of pow¬ 
er, the. fame wifdom as God, the courfe which it had 
traced ; a hundred fuch expreffions in the mouth of 
the Hierophant evidently indicated, that the God of 
Weifliaupt was that of Spihofa or Lucretius, no other 
than matter and the univerfe ; in fine, the God of Athe- 
ifm. Let the Sieur D’Alembert aflert, that nothing 
tan be more oppofite to Atheifm than Spinofifm ;* or 
let Spin.ofa fay, that," To far from being an Atheift, he 
converts every thing into God; will fuch an exenfe 
raife pity or indignation in the reader ? To deny that 
there’is any other-God than the world, is evidently 
denying the only being that can juftly be called God. 

It is laughing at men, to wifti to make them believe, 
that the perfon is preferved becaufe they do not dare 
deftroy the name, at the very time that the name of 
God is only ufed as an agent for the annihilation of 
every idea of a Deity. 

I think I have*' fi'ifficiently demonftrated, that the 
firll object of thdfe" grand myfteries of Illuminifm, 
prepared with fonnilch ’art and cunning, is no other 
than to plunge the adepts into a monftrous Atheifm, 
to perfuade all nations that religion is but an invention 
of ambitious impoftors, and that to deliver nations 
from this defpotifm of impofture, and recover the fa¬ 
mous rights of man, Liberty and Equality, they mufl: 
begin by annihilating every religion, every worfhip, 
every altar, and ceafe to believe in a God. 

Let us continue the declaration of Biedermaiiy and The Man 
the object of the lall part of the myfteries (or the de- 
gree of the Man King) will be equally clear. 

encouragement for. the vigour with which the editors combat 
the lllumlnees. Their writings have frequently corroborated 
materials that 1 had received from Auftria and Bavaria, which 
gives me great confidence in the refearches 1 have made. 

* Panegyric of Montefquieu. 
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The fecond degree of the grand myfteries,” he 
fays, called the Mem Kingy teaches that every in- 
habitant of the country or town, every father of a 
family, is fovereign, as men formerly were in the 
times of the patriarchal life, to which mankind is 
once more to be carried back ; that, in confequence^ 
all authority and all magiftracy muft be deftroyed. 
—I have read thefe two degrees, and have pafled 
through all thofe of the Order.^f 
How well authenticated foever .this teftimony may 
be, ftill one is loth to think that there could have ex- 
ifted men at once fo abfurd and fo wicked as to take. 
fuch exquifite pains to educate their adepts merely to 
addrefs them in the end to the following piirpofe : 
All that w^e have done for you «hitherto was only to 
prepare you to co-operate with us in the annihilation 
of all Magiftracy, all Governments, all Laws, and 
all Civil Society; of every Republic and even De- 
mocracy, as well as of every Ariftocracy or Monar- 
« chy—It all tended to infufe into you and make you 
infenlibly* imbibe that which we. plainly tell you at 
prefeut—All men are equal and free, this is their 
imprefcriptible right; but it is not only under the 
dominion of Kings that you are deprived of the ex- 
ercife of thefe rights. They are annulled wherever 
man recognizes any other law; than his own will. 
‘‘We have frequently fpoken of Defporifm and of 
“ Tyranny ; but they are not confined to an Arifto- 
cracy or a Monarchy: Defpotifm and Tyranny as 
“ eflciitially relide in the Democratic fovercignty of 
“ the people, or in the legiflative people, as in the 
“ legillative King. What right has that people to 
fubjeeft me and the minority'to the decrees of its 
“ majority ? Are fuch the rights of nature ? Did the 
“ fovereign or legillative people exift any more than 
“ Kings or Ariftocratic Legiflators at that period when 
man enjoyed his natural Liberty and Equality ?— 
“ Here then are our myfteries—All that we have faid 

f Der zweyte, gennant, lehrt dafs jeder Bauer, Burger und 
haufviiter ein fou'-jeraht fey, wie in dem patriarchaiifehen leben, auf wel- 
chea’ die Icute weider zuruck-gehracht werden muften, gewefen fey; 
und dafs folglich alle obrigkeit vvegfallen niufle—Diefe beyden gradeti 
babe auch ich, der ich in dean orden alles dunchgegangen bin, feUbft 
gelcfen. Ib'ai, 
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to you of Tyrants and Defpots, was only defigned in* 
fenlibly to lead you to what we had to impart con- 
cerning the derpotifm and Tyranny of the people 
thcmfelves. Democratic governments are not more 
** confonant with nature than any others. If you afk, 
How it will be poffible for men affenihled in towns 
to live in future without laws, magiftrates, or con* 
ftituted authorities,—the anfwer is clear, Defert your 
towns and villages, and fire your houfes. Did men 
build houfes, villages, or towns in the days of the 
Patriarchs ? They were all equal and free ; the earth 
belonged to t;hem all, each had an equal right, and 
lived where he chofe. Their country was the world, 
and they were not confined to England or Spain, to 
France or, Germany; their country was the whole 
earth, and not a Monarchy or petty Republic In 
fome corner of it. Be equal and free, and you will 
be cofmopolites or citizens of the world. Could you 
but appreciate Equality and Liberty as you ought, 
you would view with indifference Rome, Vienna, Pa- 
“ ris, London, or Conftantinople in flames, or any of 
thofe towns, boroughs, or villages which you call your 
country.—Friend and Brother, fuch is the grand fe- 
cret which we referved for our Myfteries!! !” 

It is painful indeed to believe, that ftupidity, pride, 
and wickediicfs, fliould have thus combined to prepare 
adepts, who, attending WeifhaupPs .Myfteries, could 
miftake them for the Oracles of true Wifdom and 
tranfeendant Philofophy. How may Jacobins and thofe 
pretended patriots, of Democracy bluili, when they 
learn the real objeft of the Seeft which direfts their 
aftions; when they learn that they have only been the 
tools of a Sc(ft whofe ultimate objeft is to overturn 
even their Democratic Conftitutions !-*-But in attribut¬ 
ing fuch language to the Hierophant of the laft Myfte¬ 
ries, what more have I faid than the Illuminizing Le- 
giflator has already declared 1 What other can be the 
meaning of his Patriarchal or of his Nomade or roam¬ 
ing lifcy of thofe vagabond clans, or of man ftill in 
the favage ftate?"^ What Democracy even could con- 
fift with the Patriarchal life or the vagabond clans \ 
Where is the neceffity for attending the laft Myfteries, 


^ Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. lo, to Cato. 
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to learn from the Sed itfclf the e^ttent of their con- 
fpiracies? We have feen Wcifliaiipt curling that day 
las one of the moft difaftrous for mankind, when, unit¬ 
ing themifelves in civil fociety, they inftituted LaWs 
arid Governments, afid firft formed nations and peoj.4e\ 
We have feen him deipreaate natioits and the national 
fpirit as the grand fource of Egotifm; call down ven¬ 
geance on the laiJOSy on the rights of nations as incom¬ 
patible' with the lavjs and rights of nature. What 
dfe can the Seft * mean by faying, tliat nations jfhall 
'fifappear from the face of the earthy than* the annihila¬ 
tion of all civil or national fociety ? Why ’ thofe bjaf* 
phemies agaiiift the love of one^s countrypM not to per* 
iiiade the ade^s to acknowledge none ?-~Have we not 
heard the Hierophant teaching that true morality con- 
Giled in the art of cafting Princes arid Governors afide 
and of governing onPs Jelf; that the rtaP'origbial fth 
in mankind was theii*^ uniting under the laws' of civil 
fociety; that tht\^ fe]iemption could be accompliflied 
only by the abolition of this civil ftate'? ' And when his 
frantic hatred againft all government exalts his imagi¬ 
nation, does he-nc^ jentnufiaftically exclaim, Lef tHe 
iaughers laugh^ tl^ f offers feoff ; Jhll the day vjill come, 
vojyen Princes' and Nations (hall difappear froin the face 
vf the earth ; a time vobeii each mm fhaU recognize no 
other lavj but that of 'his reafon P- Nor does he hefitate 
ro'fay, that this jhall be the grand work • of Secret 
'Societies. They are to reinftate man in his tights of 
Equality and Liberty; in an independence of every law 
but that of his reafon. Such he formally declares to 
be-one of the grand myfteries of his tlluminifni mid 
can the reader quietly fit’down arid think that all thefe 
declarations of the author of Illimlinifm, who miift 
be fuperior to his Myfteries, have not the abfolute ruifi 
of every law, government, and civil fociety in view ? 
Has he not feen iht Seft anticipating thofe objeftioris 
which evidence might have fuggefted againft fyfteiiVS 
ftilTmore wicked than ftupid ; forewarning the adepts, 
that independence once more reftored* among men, it 
was not to meet the fame fate it formerly had, and 
was never to be loft again teaching that mankind, 
having acquired vvifdoni by its difafters, will rcfcmble 

* See the Degree of Epopt. 
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a man coiTefted of his errors by long experience, and 
who carefully avoids thofe faults which were the caufe 
of his pafl; misfortunes? Has not the reader heard 
him proclaim to his eled, that tliis independence once 
recovered, the empire of the law's and all civil fociety 
would ceafe; and will he ftill continue to difbelievc 
the exiftence of the moll: deliberate and mofl; danger¬ 
ous Confpiracy that ever was formed againft fociety ! 

Should any of my readers be weak enough to be 
feduced by the imaginary Iweets of a patriarchal life,' 
fo artfully promifed by Weifliaupt, let them receive 
the explanation of that life from tliefe pretended 
Apoftles of Nature. ‘ 

At my outfet I did not only declare, that the de- 
ftrudion of civil fociety was the objed of their views; 

I did not confine myfelf to faying, that fhould Jaco- 
binifm mumph every Religion and every Government 
would be overthrown; but I added, that to vjhatever 
rank in fociety you may belong, your riches and your 
fields, your hotifes and your cottages, even your very 
udves and children would be torn from I alfo re- 

jeded fanaticifin and enthufiafm in my own and my 
reader's name. I have faid it, and, adopting the fim- 
pled coiiftrudion, do not proofs of the nioft extenfivc' 
plots croud upon us from the very leflbns of the Sed? 

Can common fenfe, nay can the ftrongeft prejudice, 
refufe to admit fuch pow^erful evidence? 

Let him who may wdfli to preferve his field*,'his Plots of tlie 
boiife, or the fmalleil part of his property, under this Se(Si againR 
patriarchal life, go back to the lefier Myfierics \ there 
let him hear the Hierophant teaching the adept, that 
it w'ould have been happy for man, f Had he known 
how to preferve himfelf in the primitive date in 
which nature had placed him!—But fooii the un- 
happy germ developed itfelf in his heart, and red 
and happinefs difappeared. As families multiplied, 
t’ne neceliary means of fubfidence began to fail. The 
Nomade or roaniing life ceafed ; Property began; Men 
chofe fixed habitations ; Agriculture brought them to- 
getkerP \Vhat were in the eyes of die Sed the 
dreadful confcquences of this deviation from the No- 
made or Patriarchal life ?—Why the Iiierophan|: had** 
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eiis to tell us, Liberty was mined in its foundations^ and 
Equality difappeared. This Vatriarchal or Nomade life 
is then no other than that which preceded property, 
the building of fixed habitations, of houfes, cottages, 
or the cultivation of your fields. It was this beginning 
of property therefore, the building of habitations, the 
cultivation of lands, which ftruck the firft mortal blow 
at Equality and Liberty. Should any one wifli to 
return to the Patriarchal or Nomade life with fiich 
wretches as thefe apoftles of Liberty and Equality, let.’ 
him begin by renouncing his property; let him' aban¬ 
don his houfe and his field ; let him, in unifon with the 
Stft, declare, that the firft blafphemy which was utter¬ 
ed'againft Equality and Liberty was by the man who 
firft faid my field, my houfe, niy property. 

It inuft be voluntary blindnefs, indeed, in the man 
who will not fee the hatred conceived and the Confpi- 
racies entered into by the Seit againft titles or pre- 
tenfions to, nay againft the very exiftence of property. 
It will acknowledge none, nor can it in any fltape be 
compatible with their explanations of Equalky and Li¬ 
berty, or with that primitive ftate of nature which no 
more entitles you or me to the pofleflion of this gold 
or filver, or that field, than it does a third perfon. 

Here it is not fimply the queftion of eftablifliing 
the Agrarian Laws, where lands, riches, and other 
properties are to be equally diftributed among all ; it 
is not limply to abolifii the diftintftion of rich and 
poor ; no, every property is to be deftroyed, that of 
the poor like that of the rich. The firft man who 
was weary of the Nomade, roaming, vagabond, and 
favage life, built a cot and not a palace. The firft 
who furrowed the earth was in queft of bread and not 
of gold; but he neverthclefs, according to the princi¬ 
ples of the Seft, was the man who ftruck the firft 
deadly blow at Equality and Liberty. Poor or rich 
man then, according to the dodlrine of the Seft, the 
field you have recovered from the wafte, and that 
you have cultivated, belongs to me equally as to you, 
or elfe to nobody; I, though idle and inaftive, am 
entitled to the fruit of your labours * I have a right to. 
fliare thofe fruits which you have raifed on the land 
which I left uncultured. Does not Equality difappear, 
v/hethcr it be a poor or rich man who fhixW pretend 
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|o be entitled to or fay this field is mine, I have that 
j)ropcrty ? If the poor man has a title to his proper¬ 
ty, has not the rich man alfo one ? Treafures and 
palaces are no more property than the cot or cottage. 
Here an Illumiiiee fpies want, there abundance ; Equa¬ 
lity and Liberty are every where baliijfhed ; Defpotifin 
or Slavery is iiniverfal. ISfeverthekfs, Liberty and 
Equality in his eyes are the rights of nature, and he 
beholds them mortally wounded on the firll appear¬ 
ance of property, when man became ftationary. Poor 
or rich, you all imbrued your hands in this foul aflafli- 
nation of Equality and Liberty when you pretended to 
property 5 .from that inftant you are both involved 
in the curfe pronounced in the myfteries; you are both 
objefts of the Confpiracies of the Sed from the firft 
inftant that you dared alfert your right to your habi¬ 
tations whether cots or palaces, to your properties, 
whether fields or domains. But thefe cannot be the 
whole of the fecrets; they are only^ thofe of the leffer 
myfteries. Weifliaupt has revealed them to his Epopts; 
he referves the grander fecrets for his Mage and Man- 
King ; then let any man rich or poor harbour, if he 
can, a hope of feeing the Seft refped; his property. 
Or rather let him behold the Seft at prefent pillaging 
the rich in favour of the poor. The laft myfteries or 
ultimate confpiracy will take place ; and then the poor 
man will learn, that if Illuminifni begins by pillaging 
the rich, it is only to teach him that he is no better 
entitled to his property than the rich man was, and 
that the time is near when he will alfo be pillaged and 
fall a viftirii to the curfe which has been pronounced 
againft every proprietor. 

The progrefs of this Sophifm is worthy of remark. 
If we judge by its prefent growth, what a gigantic 
form will it afliime for poftcrity ! The Genevefe So- 
phifter of Liberty and Equality, anticipating the mo¬ 
dern Spartacus^ had already dogmatically afterted. 
That the man who, having enclofed a piece of 
ground, firft took upon himfelf to fay this is mine, 
and found beings funpk enough to believe him, waS 
the true founder of civil fociety.’^ He then conti- 
nues What crimes, what wars, what murders, 
what miferics; what horrors would that man have 
Yol. IIL Z 
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fpared mankind, who, tearing dawn the fences of 
filling up the ditches of this new enclofure, had cal- 
led out to his equals, beware of hearkening to this 
iinpoftor, you are ruined if ever you forget that the 
fruits belong to all^ though the land belongs to noneJ^^^ 
How many crimes and fpoliations would Rouffeau 
have fpared the French Revolution, if, contemning fo 
difaftrous a paradox, he had faid with more judgment 
and veracity, The firft man who enclofed a piece of 
land and took upon himfelf to fay, this belongs to no* 
hodyy I will cultivate it, and from fterile it lhall be¬ 
come fertile; I will follow the courfe which nature 
fliall point out to me, to raife fuftenance for me, my 
wife and children, and this land 'will become my pro¬ 
perty, The God of nature, who as yet^has given it 
to nobody, offers and will give it to him who fliall 
firft cultivate it in reward for his labour.—The firft 
man who held fuch language, feconding the views of 
nature, and meeting with beings 'wife enough to imi¬ 
tate him, was the true benejador of mankind. He 
taught his children and his equals, that they were not 
made to difpute the wild fruits of the earth one with 
another, nor with the favage beafts of the foreft : no, 
he taught them, that there exifted focial and domeftic 
virtues far preferable to the roaming and often fero¬ 
cious life of the Noinades. His pofteriiy was blefled, 
his generations were multiplied. If it was not in his 
power to avert all the evils, he at lead deftroyed the 
firft of them, that fterility which ftinted the very 
growth of life and drove the fcanty population of the 
earth into the forefts like wild beafts, and too fTten 
aflimiiated them to the lion or the tiger, to whom 
they frequently fell a prc'y. 

Had the Sophifter of Geneva held this language, he 
would not have expofed fiimfelf to the ignominy of 
being the precurfor of Weilhaupr.—But human imbe¬ 
cility has laviihed its praifes on this paradox, and have 
decorated it with tlic name of Philofophy! The Ba¬ 
varian Sophifter adopts the dodtrine of Rouffeau, and 
the delirium of pride has only refined on the phrenzy 
of wickednefs. Thar which in the mouth of the mai¬ 
ler had been but a paradox in fupport of the wildeft 

* EiicouiTc cn the iiie<juality of flations, VoL II. 
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independence, becomes in the fcholar (without divert¬ 
ing itfelf of its folly) the blackeft of confpiracies. 

It is now too late to fay, that thofe were the wiki 
chimeras of tlie Sophifters; at prefent we are com- 
pelled to fay, fuch are the plots contriving againft all 
and ' each one^s property, plots which have been a\v- 
fiilly illurtrated by the fpoliation of the Church, of the 
Nobility, of the Merchants, and of all rich proprietors 
—Let them be called chimeras if you are fo determin¬ 
ed ; but remember, that they are the chimeras of 
Weifliaupt, of the genius of confpiring brigands, of a 
genius the moft fertile in fopliifms and artitice for the 
execution of thofe plans fiippofed to be chimerical. 

What Jean Jaques teaches his Sophifters, the modern 
Spartacus infufes into his Illnminized legions, 7be fruits 
belong to ally the land to none. He farther ftates in his 
dark receffes, When property begauy Equality and Lu 
herty difappeared ; and it is in the name of this Equa¬ 
lity and of this Liberty that he confpires, that he in¬ 
vites his confpirators to reftore mankind to the patri¬ 
archal or wandering life. 

Let not the reader be impofed upon by the term Againft 
patriarchal life. The illuminizing Hierophant fpeaks piiternal^ 
of Abraham and of the patriarchs, of the father 
atid kingy foie foveretgn over his family. He is not to 
expeert to fee the father furroniided by his children, 
excrcifing the fweeteft of all dominions, and each child, 
docile to the dirtates of nature, revering the orders 
and anticipating the will of a beloved father. No ; 
this empire is as imaginary as his priefthood. Wc 
have fecn in the degree of Mage, that the illnminized 
patriarch can no more pretend to the acknowledgment 
of a God than can an Atheift. We murt then begin 
by withdrawing from the patriarchal life that intereft- 
ing fight of the father ofrering up to heaven the pray-, 
ers of his children, facrificing in their name, and exer- 
ciling in the midrt of them the fiiixftions of the prieft 
of the living God. In' the next degree of the myC 
teries all his dominion over his children is to difappear, 
as his priefthood has already done. Nor was I afraid 
to ailcrt in the beginning of this work. If Jacobinifn 
trhmips—-your very children fnall be torn from you. I 
Uow repeat it; all this pretended fovereignty of the 
Ybl. HI. , Z 2. 
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father b but a confpiracy agaiml the paternal auth ori- 
ty. The proofs are extant in the codes of the fed. 

Here again is Weifliaiipt deprived of the glory of 
the invention. Rouireau and the Encyclopedifts had 
long fince told us, that the authority of the father ceajed 
with the warns of the fon; this was one of their princi¬ 
ples of rebellion. The man who invented his lllumi- 
nifm only to covert it into the common fewer of every 
anri^chriftian and antifocial error, could not leave your 
children in the dark as to thefe leflbiis of indepen- 
dcnce^ though under the fanftuary of the paternal 
roof; nor with refpeft to the pretended right of go¬ 
verning themfelves, and of acknowledging no other 
law than that of their reafon, as foon as they were 
ftrong enough to difobey, or no longer needed your 
afliftance. Tell the illuminizing Hier<mhant, that your 
children belong to you ; it will be ulelefs, for he has 
already anfwered, The paternal authority ceafes with 
the wants of the children; the father would wrong his 
children, fjould he p'etend to any authority over them 
after that period.^^ This is but a principle laid down 
in the leffer myfteries. Follow up the confequences, 
or rather leave it to the revolution to develop fuch a 
principle. The reader will foon fee to what this au¬ 
thority of the father is reduced^ Scarcely c^n the 
child lifp the words Liberty and Equality, or that of 
Reafon, when the commands of liis parents become 
the inoft horrid defpotifm, oppreffion, and tyranny.— 
Nor is the patriarchal fovercign to expeft any more 
affeftion than obedience from his fubje^ts or his chil¬ 
dren. In imparting the doftrines of Liberty and 
Equality, the Hierophant had taught them to blaf- 
pheme the love of one^s family even ftill more than 
'the national love, or the love of one^s country, as being 
the more dired and immediate principle of the nioft 
difaflrous Epotifm. Let the father then enquire by 
what bonds his children ftill remain united to him, or 
how they are ftibieftcd to Iiim, when, without fear, 
they may openly refift his patriarchal power as foon as 
their feeble arms have acquired fufficient ftrength to 
gather the fi'uits which were to ferve them as food^ 
No, this hellifti fed; acknowledges no ties. All thofc 
of nature, as well as thofe of government or religion, 
were to be dilTolved in Weilliaupt’s laft myfteries^ 
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Tlie child, like tlie favage tyger of the foreft, was to 
abandon his parents when ftrong enough to go alone 
in queft of his prey. .And this is what the fed calls 
reftoring man to his primitive date of nature, to the 
pati*iarchal life, to thofe days when filial piety coin- 

? enfated for all the neceflary laws of civil Ibciety. 

es, it is by the inoft abandoned depravation of all 
morals, by the extindion of the pured and jiided fen- 
timents of nature, that thefe confpirators confummate 
their lad myderies. In the name of Liberty and 
Equality they abjure the love and authority of their 
country; in that name they curfe the authority and 
love of their own family. 

As I proceed in revealing thefe plots, I know not 
whether the reader does not frequently alk himfelf, 
What then can thefe men want? Have they not fortunes 
to preferve in our date of fociety ? Have they not chil¬ 
dren in their families ? Can they be confpiring againd 
themfelves ? or, are they ignorant that their confpira- 
cies will fall back upon themfelves ?—Thofe who can 
propofe fuch quedions are little acquainted with the 
enthufiafm of error when inflated by the fpirit of inde¬ 
pendence and pride, of impiety and jealoiify. They 
have not, like us, heard the cant of the heroes, demi- 
heroes, and fans-culoites of the revolution—They will 
be equal and free; they will it above all things.—It 
mud cod them many facrifices, but they are ready to 
make them—They will lofe their fortunes in the pur- 
fuit, but you will not preferve yours—He that ferved 
will become the equal, nor will he recognize either 
God or man above him.—Have we not feen the prince 
of the fallen angels exclaiming in his pride, 

- ■ — Here at lead 
We fiiall be free ;— 

Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice, 

To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell: 

Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heaven. 

It is not to one of Weifliaupt^s adepts that the ties 
of nature are to be objeds. He mud be heedlefs of 
the duty he owes to his parents as of the aftedion due 
to his children, or the baleful confequences of the myf- 
teries cannot affed him. Can the reader have forgot- 
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ten the precept laid down for the Infiuuntors or R.e- 
crniters ?---The principles ; look always to the principlesy 
never to the confequences. Or, in other words, ftrenu- 
oully fupport and infift upon rhefe great principles of 
Liberty and Equality; never be frightened or flopped by 
tlie confequences, however difaftrous they may appear. 
Thefe wretches, blinded by their pride, do not know, 
then, that one fingle confequcnce proved to be falie, 
contrary to nature, or hurtful to mankind, is a fuffi- 
cient demoiiflration that both nature and truth hold 
the principle in deteflation as the prime mover of 
thefe difafters. Thefe madmen, with all the confi- 
dence of an athciflical Condorcet, when once become 
the adepts of Weifliaupt, will exclaim even in the very 
tribime of the National Alfcmbly, Perifh the miiverfcy 
but may the principle remain / They will not fee, that 
this principle of Liberty and Equality, devaflating hu¬ 
man nature, cannot be a Liberty and Equality conge¬ 
nial to mankind. Thefe unhappy men fall victims, 
pcrifliing under the axe of thefe diforganizing prin¬ 
ciples, and fpend their laft breath in crying, Liberty 
and Equality for ever. No ; they are all ignorant of 
the power of error flimi^lated by pride, who could 
think of counterafting the plots of the ftft by the cries 
of nature, or even by the felf-intereft of the illuminized 
adept.—They have not fiifliciently comprehended the 
artifice with which the Hierophant infinuatcp, vivifies, 
and inflames the enthufiaflic zeal of his adepts. 

The reader may reft aflbred, that villany never 
flumbers; it watches iiicelFantly the opportunity' for 
the completion of its views. It will perfuade the im¬ 
becile adept, that all his wants are to difappear on the 
efl:ablifliment of the reign of Liberty and Equality; 
that he will be as free from wants as the favage; that 
Nature fliail provide for them ; and this heedlefs adept 
thirfts after fuch an Equality. If the adept ruffian be 
taught that the fruits belong to alf though the land to 
7ione, he will eafily find means of obtaining his 
fliarc. 

But am T really thinking of reconciling the adepts 
with their plots? What is it to them whether you fee 
any agreement between them or not ? Villany, wc ail 
know, is replete with contradielions; but is it the Icfs 
wicked on that account, or are its crimes Icfs real ? ^ 
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Ill vain would the reader objeft and fay, What can 
tliefe men want with their monftrous Equality, with 
their plots againfl: our civil laws, our title to even the 
very name of property ? Muft we then, to pleafe 
them, abandon our habitations; muft we renounce all 
arts and fciences, and end with burning our cities, 
towns and .villages, to follow them in herds like the 
favage and nomacle clans? Are half the inhabitants of 
the globe to be ftaughtered, the better to fcatter thefe 
roaming herds ? What can be the objed of thofe arts 
and fciences, and particularly of thofe Minerval acade¬ 
mies of Illuminifm ? Can it be for tbe propagation of 
fcience, or the involving mankind again in the difat 
ters of barbarifm, that all this parade of fcience is 
made ? Can thefe Illuminees relemble tbe Goths, Huns, 
or Vandals ? And is Europe once more threatened with 
an inundation of barbarians like thofe which formerly 
fallied from the North ?—In anfwcring fuch qiieftions 
the reader may expecl that I would put certain refti ic- 
tions on the views of the fed: Nothing like a reftric- 
tion or qualification. No ; you'muft renounce all the 
arts, all the fciences; you muft begin by firing your ha* 
bitations, not only your palaces, but your cities, towns, 
and villages, in fliort all your fixed habitations, unlefs 
you ftop the diforgaiiizing career of the fed. Yes, 
wherever its legions lliall be at liberty to ad and ac- 
complifli the grand objed of tbe feeft, there you may 
exped to fee thofe feenes of plunder, rapine, and devaf- 
tation, which heretofore traced the awful progrefs of 
the Huns, Goths, or Vandals; and this inference is fairly 
drawn from the very code of the fed. ' • 

Has not the reader heard the Hierophant infinuating 
the deiigns of the fed upon the arts and fciences? 
Has he not taught the adept to anfwer, when afked 
what misfortunes reduced hinvian nature to flavery, 
that it was^ rivil fociety, the flale^ governments^ and 
fciences F Has be not heard him exclaim, When fliall 
the day come when, the clod of nfelefs jeknees hanlfocd 
from the earthy man fliall recognize no oilier but the 
favage or nomade ftate, and which the fed ftyles pa¬ 
triarchal, primitive, natural? Has he not declared, tiuit 
the happinefs and glory of the fed would be at its 
zeniih, when, beholding thofe happy clays, it could fay, 
This is,ojr vjorkF (JVenn die hefblemiignng diefer pe~ 
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rtodej tinfer vjerk Are we to be duped by thci 

name of Mlnerval AcadeinieSy witli which the feft de-« 
corates its fchools ? Can we obferve there any other 
ftudy than that of applying the fciences to the fub\^erfion 
of fcience, as well as to the total annihilation of all 
religion or fociety, when we remark the an^ety with 
which the fetf puts the following queftions to the adept 
on his coming out of thefe academies^ wifiling to know 
\vhat progrefs he has made in its principles before he 
is admitted to the illuminized prieflhood : 

Do the general and common fciences to which 
men apply infufe real light ? Do they lead to true 
happinefs? Are they not rather the offipring of va- 
riegated wants, or of the anti-natural ftate in which 
men exift? Are they Hot the invention of crazy 
brains laborioufly fubtile?^^t The reader has heard 
thefe queftions, he has heard the feft blafpheme fei-^ 
ence, and will he ftill believe that Illiiminiftn recog-^ 
nizes any other fciences but thofe of the man-favage 
equal and free, roaming in the forefts > Have not the 
revolutionary devaftations, the multitude of monuments 
fallen beneath the hatchet of the Jacobin brigand, al¬ 
ready demonftrated the frantic hatred of the modern 
Vandals? But the myfteries elucidate this enigma in 
a clearer manner. ' 

Reader, give vent to your indignation. Afk again^ 
What can this Weifhaupt be ? What are thefe adepts 
of Illuminifm ? Treat them as barbarians, as Huns, or 
Oftrogoths; but fee him fmiling at your contempt, 
and teaching his adepts to honour themfelves by imi¬ 
tating, and glory in the hope of hereafter furpafling, 

the difaftrons devaftations of thofe barbarians.-*-* 

Do yon know in what light the illuminizing Icgiflator 
views thefe northern clans Tallying from their forefts 
and defolating the moft flourifliing countries of Eu¬ 
rope, firing its towns, beating down its empires, and 
ftrewing the earth with ruins? He complacently be¬ 
holds the precious remains of the patriarchal race, the 
true offspring of Nature; it is with their hatchets that 

* See above, the Prince Illuminee. 

I Befordern die ‘remeine wilTenfchaften warhafte aufklarung, wahre 
menfchliche gliickfeligkeit; oder find fie vielmehr^ kinder der noth, der 
verfielfaltigten bcdurlniffe, dcs wicdernaturlichei. zufiaadcs erfindiuigtn 
fpitzfindigcr eitlvr k^pfe ? 



/- 

m antisocial conspiracy^ 
t 

he means to regenerate mankind, and fhape them out 
to the views of the fed. I did not note the leflbns 
of the Hierophant on this fiibjeft, when leduring the 
future Epopr.—=-Here the account which Weifliaupt 
gives of thefe clans, when he pretends to hiftorify hn*. 
man nature, at tliat epoch marked in the annals of Eu¬ 
rope as a fcourge, and called the inundation of the 
barbarians. Here is his defcriptlon : 

At that period, when all Europe had fallen a prey to 
corruption, “ Nature, which had preferved the true 
race of men in. its original vigour and purity, came 
to the affiftance of mankind. From diftant, but 
poor and fterile countries, (he calls tliofe favage na^ 
tions and fends them into the regions of luxury and 
voliiptiioufnefs to infufe new life into the enervated 
5^ fpecies of the fouth; and with new laws and morals 
to reftore that vigour to human nature which floiu 
riflied until an ill-extinguiflied germ of corruption 
infefted even that portion of mankind which origi- 
nally arrived in fo pure a ftate,’^ or thofe barbarians 
the pretended regenerators of Europe fent by Nature. 

Such are the encomiums laviflied by the feci on the 
Goths and Vandals. You thought it would be offend¬ 
ing this illuminized tribe to compare them to barba¬ 
rians ; whereas they glory in the comparifon. Hiftory 
has deferibed thefe northern clans as carrying every 
where fire and fword, as ravaging • countries, firing 
towns, deftroying the monuments of the arts, depopu¬ 
lating empires; their courfe is to be traced by ruins 
and waftes, and in their train appear ignorance and 
the iron age. But in the eyes of the adept this is not 
the exceptionable part of their condned; on the con¬ 
trary, it was by fuch means that they were to regene* 
rate mankind, and fecohd the grand objeft of nature. 
Thefe barbarians leave the regeneration in an imperfeft 
ftate; in time they adopt our ufages and manners; 
they are civilized ; the plains rife once more in fertile 
crops; Ibciety is re-eftablifhed * fcieuce returns; the 
arts flourifli under the proteftion of the laws; towns 
are re-peopled \ the favage mid 'primitive race, con¬ 
founded among the citizens, is fubjefted to the fame 
laws, and governments acquire their priftine luilre. 

A a 


Vol. III. 
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Here, eyes of the adept, is the grand crime of 
thefe barbarians the Hierophant, deploring their fall, 
exclaims, Oh had there remained any fages among 
them happy enough to have preferved themfelves 
from the contagion, how would they ligh after, and 
“ ardently wifh to return to the former abodes of their 
anceftors, there again to enjoy their former plca- 
fures on the banks of a rivulet, under the fliade of a 
tree laden with fruit, by the fide of the objeft of 
their affeftions! It was then that tliey conceived the 
high vali;e of Liberty, and the greatnefs of the fault 
they had committed in placing too much power in 
the hands of one man—It was then that the want of 
^ Liberty made them fenlible of their fall, and feek 
means of foftening the rigour of Slavery but even 
then their efforts were only aimed again ft the tyrant, 
and not againft tyranny.” 

It is thus that the infidious and declaiming Sophifter, 
but able Confpirator, leads the adept through the la¬ 
byrinth of his leffer myfteries, not barely to imitate 
thefe barbarians, but to furpafs their devouring rage, 
by conftancy, pcrfeverance, and the perpetuation of 
their devaftations. Thus are to be explained all thofe 
queftions on the danger of reconquering Equality and 
Liberty, only to lofe them again. Hence thofe exhor¬ 
tations to unite and fupport each other; to increafe 
their numbers; and to begin by becoming powerful 
and terrible—You have already done it, for the mul- 
titude fidcs with you—The wicked, who fear you, 
feek proteftiou beneath your banners—Henceforward 
your ftrength will be fufficient to bind the remainder 
of mankind, fiibjugate. them, and ftifle vice in its 
origin.”'^ 

Such will be the explanation of the revolutionary' 
rage and madnefs which has levelled beneath its blows 
fuch ainultitiide of majeftic and invaluable monuments 
of the arts and fciences—The cry of indignation riling 
from every dafs fufpends for a moment the fanguinary 
crimes of the Jacobin Vandal, and he even pretends tg 
weep.—Wait, and the laft myfteries fliall be accom- 
pliflied : wait, and you fliall fee the awful bodings of 

* Nun feyd ihr ftark genug den noch ubrigen reft die hande zu 
binden, fie zu unterwcrien, und die boflieit cJier in ihrem keime zu 
fjrfticken. 
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th€ Hierophant fulfilled, and with fi)*e and fword fhall: 
he annihilate your laws, your fciences and arts, and 
crafe your towns and habitations. 

Here in particular is to be found the origin of that 
peV6latiouary ferocity, that thirft of blood, thofe infa- 
liable profcriptions, thofe inceffant executions, and fi¬ 
nally thofe baniflnnents more artfully cruel than the 
relentlefs guillotine. Yes, the time draws near when 
they (haft tdnd the hands, fithjugate, and criifh in their 
origin, what the Seri: calls the vjtcked, or, in other 
words, all who are proof againft their vile efforts; the 
rime for fubjugating and dejiroying every citizen zeal¬ 
ous in the caufe of Religion, or wifhing to fupport the 
laws, civil fociety, or property. Like Huns and Van¬ 
dals, the Seri: has begun its career; but it will carefully 
avoid terminating it like them ; the devaftation^ of its 
followers (hall be perpetuated, and they will be Van¬ 
dals to the laft, until Religion, property, and the laws 
lhall be irrecoverably loft. Such atrocious plots are 
only the confequences of the leffer myfteries; but truft 
the author of the Seri, the modern Spartacus,' for the 
farther development of them. Has he not told youy 
that his laft myfteries were but the conlequences, a 
clearer and more abfolute expolkion of the foregoing 
fecrets of the Order ? He informed you, that nations, 
together with their laws and focial inftitutions, fhall 
vanifli, and that they fliall difappear before the all- 
powerful arm of his adepts, or his modern Vandals*: 
What new fecret then remains to be difeovered, unlcfs 
it be that no time (liall blunt tl:ie fword or flack the 
unrelenting fury of his profeLytes that they fliall per- 
fevere until the end of time in their Vandalifm, left 
Religion, fociety, fcience, arts, the love of their coun¬ 
try, and refperi: for property, Ihould fiioot forth again, 
and overlhadow the venemous growth of Ills Illnmi- 
nized Liberty and Kqiiality ? 

But Spartacus is not to be contented with thefe laft 
ecrets of the Confpiracy ; his pride cannot endure that 
others ihould ufurp the glory of the invention. Hi- 
riierto we have feen him play upon the credulity of 
his adepts, inflame their zeal, and acquire their relperi: 
by the pretended antiquity of his Order ; and fuccef- 
fively attribute tlie honour of inftituting his myfteries 
Vol. III. A. a ^ 
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to the children of the Patriarchs, the Sages, even to 
the God of Chriftianity, and to the founders of the 
Mafonic Lodges. But now the time is come when the 
adept, initiated in the higher myfteries, is fuppofed to 
be iiifficiently enthufiaftic in his admiration of the Or¬ 
der for the chiefs no longer to fear to difilofe the real 
hljiory of Illuminifhi-* Here they inform him, that 
this fecret fociety,„ which fo artfully led him from 
myftery tg myftery, which has with fuch perfevering 
iiiduftry rooted from his heart every principle of Re¬ 
ligion, all falfe ideas of love of the country oi* affec¬ 
tion for his family, all prctcnlions to property, to the 
exclullve right to riches, or to the fruits of the earth ; 
this .fociety,. which took fuch pains to demonftrate.the 
tyranny and defpotifm of all that he calls the laws of 
empires; this fociety, which has declared him free, 
and teaches him that he has no fovereign but himfelf, 
no rights to .refped in others, but tnofe of perfeft 
Equality, of abfohite Liberty, and of the moil entire 
independence; this fociety is not the offspring of an 
ignorant and liiperftitious antiquity, it is that* of mo¬ 
dern philofopby, in a word, it is of our own inven¬ 
tion. The true father of Illwnhiifm is no other than 
Spartacus Weishaupt. 

We may alfo perceive by many of Weifliaupt^s let¬ 
ters, that this latter part of the fecret, which attribut¬ 
ed to him the.\vhole honour of the invention, always 
remained a ..myftery to. the greater pait of his Mages 
and MeiuKingsl Thofe alone who, under the title of 
Arcopagites, formed the grand council of the Order, 
were to be made acquainted with the real chief and 
founder, except in certain cafes wherg an adept was 
judged worthy of fo diftinguiflied a mark of confi¬ 
dence.f Whatever merit the adept might boaft, Weif- 
baupt knew no higher recompepce than to tell them 
in the end, This general overthrow of the Altar, of 
the Throne, and of all Society, is a conception of 
my Qwn; to me and to me alone ia due the whole 
glory.^ 

I have revealed the difaftrous fecrets of Illuminifm; 
I have laid open tlic gradation and progreffive dcgrecs,^ 
the long chain of artifice, by which the Seft prepares 

Orlj^inrJ Writings, Vol. IT. Letter from Knigge to Zwack. 
f Original Writing*’, Vol. I. l.et. 25, to Cato. 
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its adepts for the laft inyfteries, to behold them ftript 
of their veil without fliiiddering, and to embrace them 
with enthufiaftic ardour.—We mud either commit the 
Code of the Seft to the flames, and deny the truth of 
its annals; even refufe the evidence of the familiar 
correfpondence of Spartacus Weifhaupt the foundeiy 
and of PMo*Knigge the principal compiler; we mull 
difpute all the agreements of its moll arduous co- 
operators, or elfe mull we wait, as the only poffible 
demonftration, the entire and fatal execution of thefe 
difaftrous plots, before we pofitively pronounce, that 
the foie objeft of their infernal plans and of their 
frantic willies is no other than the total overthrow of 
every Altar, of every Throne or Magiftracy ; the an¬ 
nihilation of air authority and of all civil or religious 
fociety ; the deftruftion of property whether in the 
hands of the rich or of the poor ; and the very arts 
and fciences which can only be cultivated in civil fo¬ 
ciety are to be banillied from the face of the earth. 
Liberty ami Equality^ together with the moll abfolute 
independence, are to he the fubftitutes for all rights 
and all property : Our morals and focial intercourfe 
are to make place for the favage, vagabond, roaming 
life, which the Seft alternately decorates with the ^ 
name of JSfoinade or of PatriarchaL The means to 
be employed in operating tliis change will be found in 
the artifice, deceit, illufion and wickednefs which the 
Sophilters are mailers of, until the force of numbers 
fliall have declared for the Seri:; but when at length, 
powerful in numbers, the Seri lhall have acquired 
ftrength, it lhall not only bind handsy fubjugatey mur¬ 
der, ravage, and renew all the horrors and atrocities 
of the barbarians of the North, but alfo furpafs thofe 
Vandals in the arts of deftruriion, and without pity or 
dillinriion butcher all that part of mankind that lliall 
dare to oppofe the progrefs of the Seri, prefume to 
heave a flgh over the ruins of religion, fociety, or pro¬ 
perty, or attempt to raife them from their alhes.—If I 
have not proved that fuch are the wiflies, the fecret 
machinations of the Seri and of its flagitious princi¬ 
ples, let me be informed what is to be underllood by 
proof, or what is to be the operation of evidence on 
the human mind.—Were it pofllble that any of my 
readers Hill confoled thcmfelves with the idea that the 
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frantic extravagance of thefe plots furpafled their wic- 
kednefs, let them remember that I have ft ill fomething 
more to lay.—I have ftill to inveftigate the laws ana 
interior government of the Seft, laws adopted for thd 
deftriiilion of every other law or government, and 
lliat it might hereafter prove, that however monftrous 
the objeft of the plots of the Seft may be, it was far 
from being chimericaU > 
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CHAP. xni. 

T<inth and laji Part of the Code of the Illuminees.^^ 

. Government of the Order,~-~Gefieral Idea of that Go^ 
vernmenty and of the Share vjhich the Inferior Clajfes 
of Illuminifm bear in it. 

I T is Dot enough for the founder of a Seft of Conr of thefe- 
fpirators to have fixed the predfe objedl of Jiis and 
plots, the trials and degrees through which his adepts Govern-^ 
are to rife infenfibly to the acquifition of his profound- ment of the 
eft niyfteries. His accomplices miift form but one 
body animated by one fpirit; its members muft be 
moved by the fame laws, under the infpedion and 
government of the fame chiefs, and all muft tend to* 
wards the fame objeft. Such a genius as Weifliaupt’s 
could not be fufpeded of having overlooked in his 
Code fo important a mean of fuccefs. From what I 
have already faid, the reader will have obferved what 
connexion and fubordination fubfifted in the gradation 
of his myfteries ; how all the adepts of a given town 
formed, notwitliftandino- the inequality of their de¬ 
grees, but one and the fame academy of confpirators, 
while each one laboured feparately at the overthrow 
of religion and the laws in the ftate in which he lived. 

In this academy the Candidate and the Novice are un¬ 
der the direftion of the Lifmmtory who introduces 
them into the Minerval Lodges ; thefe Lodges are 
governed by the Minor llliimineeSy who in their turn 
are infpefted by the Major Illuminees. Next to thefe 
preparatory degrees follow the intermediary or Mafoiir 
ic degree, called the Scotch Knight ; and his power 
extends on the one fide over the Major Illuminees^ 
and on the other over the Illuminized Mafons ; or, in 
general, over all that part of the Order ftiled in the 
Code the lower part of the edifice. After thefe we 
meet the Epopis and Regents or Princes of the Icfler 
myfteries, and laftly, in the higher myfteries, the Mage 
and Man-King. 

The aggregate of all thefe degrees forms a com¬ 
plete academy of Confpirators, and, impendent ruin 
threatens the country where fuch a one exifts. The- 
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Magiftrate and the Citizen may expect to fee theii* 
property and their religion annihilated. The St&. re* 
cognizes no country but the univerfe, or rather ac¬ 
knowledges none; the very term country is a blaf- 
phemy againfl: the rights of man, againft Equality and 
Liberty. What each member in his particular acade¬ 
my performs by himfelf is performed throughout all 
of them by the Seft in general^ and the combined 
efforts of the whole are regularly direfted towards 
the concerted plati of devaftation. The Miners have 
received their inftruclions, that each may bore his fub- 
terraneous galleries, and lodge the chamber of his 
mines in fuch a manner that partial explofions may 
forward the views of the Seft, without endamaging 
the grand chamber, which fliall involve the whole 
world in the premeditated explofion of univerfal de- 
ftruftion. To produce this effeft, general laws and 
mutual communications, common chiefs and direftors 
are requifite. Each Confpirator, wherever his field 
of aftion may lie, mufl be certain that he afts in con* 
cert with his Brethren, that he will not be crolfed iii 
his plans, but on the contrary meet every where with 
fuppoit and correfponding agents. 

Wcifhaiipt was aware, that the farther the fphere of 
diforganization was to extend the more perfeft fhoiild 
be the organization of his power. The more eager 
he was to call down univerfal anarchy, and make it 
take place of all laws, the more did he wifh to efta- 
blilli fubordination, and concentrate the forces of the 
Order, the better to direft its motions. To accomplilTi 
this, tile oath of implicit obedience to Superiors was 
not enough. It was not fufficient for the adept to 
have blindly fubmitted his life and fortune to the def- 
potic power of unknown chiefs, fhould they ever fuf- 
peft him of treachery or rebellion. The Superiors 
themfelves were to be bound by laws and principles 
common to all, that they might proceed in all points 
by a regular and uniform impulfe. 

It coft Weifhaiipt much meditation before he could 
perfect his plan of government as he wiflied. Five 
years after the eftablifliment of the Seft, he writes 
“ This nmehine of ours mujl be fo pcrfedly ftmple that 

a child cotdd dired it and later he writes, allow 



Antisocial cdNSPiiUCf. 


177 


^ me time to digeft my fpeciilations, that I may pro^ 
perly marftial Our forces.’^’^ 

So prciOcciipied \C’as Weifliaiipt with his fpeciilations 
on the goVe'niinent of the Seft, that all his letters 
’written to his principal adepts ate replete with his 
iTimtiins aiid political councils. One miift have heard 
or read them one’s felf to credit the deep-laid villahy 
of liis means and his infernal policy. Here is an 
example : 

In the fame letter which I have juft quoted of the 
15 Afphandar I151 he gives two rules to be inferted 
among the inftriiftions of the Areopagites—The one> 
to be on the referve with Candidates from among the 
xlafs of the richy becaufe that fort of men, proud, ig¬ 
norant, averfe to labour, and impatient of fubordinatioiv, 
only feek admiflion to our myfteries in order to make 
them ail objeft of ridicule and mockery; the other, 
not to take the fmalleft pains to prove, that Illumiiiifm 
is in the foie pofleffion of the true Mafonry, becaufe 
the heft poffible demonjlration is to give none. Let 
Weifhaupt himfelf explain a third law> which is to 
make a part of his political colleftion.- 

That we may be uncontroided in our difeourje, let 
our pupils remark, that the Superiors enjoy a great 
latitude in that refpefl; that we fometimes [peak in 
one way, fometimes in another ; that we often quef* 
tion with great alTurance only to found the opinions 
“ of our pupils, and to give them an opportunity of 
“ fliowing it by their anfwers. Tliis uibterfuge re- 
pairs many errors. Let us always fay, that the end 
will difeover which of our obfervations conveys our 
true fentiments.—Thus we may fpeak fometimes in 
one way, at others in a quite different one, that we 
may never be embarrafied, and that our real fenti- 
ments may always be impenetrable to our inferiors. 
Let this be alfo inferted in the inflruftions, etiam hoc 
inferatur injiriidioni. It would ftill have a better 
effeft, if you gave in charge to our Major Illumi- 
nees to vary their converfa’tion with their inferiors, 
“ for the above reafons, ex ratiojiibus fupra didis,^ 
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Thefe infertions of Latin are from Weifliaupt, 'who 
frequently makes life of that language in his letters. 
It is immediately after having given thefe principles of 
government to the Areopagites,. the chief fuperiors of 
his Illuminifm, that Weifliaupt adds, I entreat that 
the maxims which are fo often to be found in my 
letters may not be loft. Collcft theni for the ufe of 
our Areopagites, as they are not always prefent .to 
my mind. With time they might form an excel- 
lent political degree, f hilo has long fihee bef^n en> 
ployed about it. Communicate alfo your private 
inftriiftions to each other, which may in time grow 
into an uniform code. Read them attentively, that 
they may become familiar to you. Though I know 
them well and praftife them {und aiich darnach hatu 
" die) they would take me too much time to digeft 
them fyftematically; Thefe maxims once engraved 
in your mind, you will enter better into my plans, 
and you will proceed more conformably to my mode 
of operation.”* 

Let the reader alfo profit of thefe inflruftions. They 
niuft bear evidence in my behalf while revealing all 
the monftrous artifices of the remaining part of the 
illuminized code. From thefe long meditated combi- 
nations, fprang forth that chain of laws which was to 
direft each Illumiiiee in all his proceedings. 

General We firft remark in this government, as a means of 
fubordina- fubordination, a general divilion of command, as well 
tionand locality. Each department has a particular 

lodge for its adepts ; each Rlinerval lodge has a fupe- 
fuperiors. rior from among the preparatory clafs, under the in- 
fpection of the intermediary clafs. In the fecond 
place, we find the divifion into diftriefts which contain 
fevcral lodges, all which as well as the Prefeft are 
under the direftion of the fuperior of the diftrift whom 
the Order calls Deafi. He is alfo fubjefted to the .Fro- 
vincialy who has the infpedion and command over all 
the lodges and deanries of the province. Next in rank 
comes the National Superiory who has full powers 
over all within his nation, Provincials, Deans, lodges. 
Then comes the fiipreme council of the 
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Order, or the Areopcigites, prefided by the real General 
of Illuminifm. ‘ • 

The fame hiei'archy is preferved in their'commiini- correfpon- 
cations. The fimple llluminee correfponds with his denceof 
immediate fnperior, the latter with his Dean, and ^^5 
thus gradually afeending to the National Superiors, feriois. 
Thefe latter are in diredt correfpondence with the 
Areopagites; and they alone are acquainted with their 
refidence. In this councif there is always a member 
wbofe particular office is to receive and anfwer their 
letters, and to tranfmit orders, which gradually defeend 
to the perfon or perfons who are the obyedls of them. 

The Areopagites alone are entrufted with the name 
and refidence of the General, excepting in cafes which 
I have already noticed, where particular confidence or 
remarkable ferviccs have gained'for an adept the fig- 
na! honour of knowing and approaching the modern 
Spartacus. 

It is eafy to perceive, from the very regulations of its obje<$h. 
the firft degrees, how voluminous this correfpondence 
miifl: be. Each brother, in the firfl place, as the na¬ 
tural ferutator of his co-adepts and of the profane, is 
bound to tranfmit at lead one letter each month, with 
a ftatement of all the obfervations he has made, whe- ^ 

ther favourable or detrimental to the Order. He is 
alfo to give an account of the progrefs which hiinfelf 
and his brethren htive made ; of the orders he has re-- 
ceived, and of their execution ; and' he is each month 
to inform his higher fuperiors whether he is pleafed 
with the conduft of his immediate fnperior. Each 
brother Infiniiator is to report the progrefs of his can¬ 
didates, and the prolpeft he has of adding to their, 
number. Next, to fwell the volume, come all the 
portraits of the adepts, the extrafts of tablets or daily' 
obfervations made on the friends or enemies of the 
Order: alfo the minutes of initiations, the characters 
and lives of the initiated, the retunis< made by the 
lodges, thofe by the fuperiors, and an infinity of other 
articles which the Illnminee is bound to make known, 
to his chiefs.—All this occurs without noticing the 
numberlefs orders and inftruftions which arc perpet'i^- 
aJIy tranfmitting to the inferiors. 
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itsgrada- Befidcs the fecret language already^explained, and 
tion. of which the grand objeft was to render this corrcf^ 
. pondence unintelligible to the profane, the fed had 
fecret means of tranfmitting their letters, left they 
might be intercepted. The Order ftyles thefe letters 
relative to their Illiiniinifm ^dbus Licet^s (or to thofc 
who have a right.) The origin of this appellation is 
the diredion of thefe letters which confifts of the two 
w'ords ^dius Lrcct or limply the initials L. When, 
therefore, we find in the Original Writings, that fucli 
an adept has been fined in Inch a month for having 
neglcdied his Q^L. it muft be underftood that he let 
fuch a month pafs without writing to his ruperiors.."^ 
When the letter contains fecrets or complaints which 
the adept choofes to keep from the knowledge of Ins 
immediate fuperior, he adds to the dire<ftion Soli or 
Primo (to him done^ to the firji:) this letter will then 
be opened by the Provincial, the National Superior,, 
or will reach the Arcopagiies, or General^ according to, 
the rank of the perfon from whom it comes. 

Next to thefe general means of graduated corret. 
Powers of pondence, come the meetings proper tq each degr^c,^ 
each degree their refpeftive powers. We have already feen, 
Jhis^corref- thofc of the Miiierval academy are regularly held 
pondence. twice a month. The Minor Illuminees, who are^ the 
magiftrates of this degree, and the Major Illuminee, 
or the Scotch Knight, who prefides in them, have no 
dired fiiai'e in the government, farther than to infpeft 
the ftudies and watch over the conduft of the young 
Minervals, and report to the lodges of the Major llhj- 
minees. It is in that degree that the authority begins 
to extend beyond the limits of the aflembly. It is ta 
the Major Illuminees that all the tablettes or inftruc^ 
tions relative to the brethren of Minerva, are fent.. 
Here thefe ftatements are digefted, and receive addi¬ 
tions and notes, before they are forwarded to the af- 
fembly of the next fuperior degree.. Here are judged 
and determined the promotions of the Novices, Mb 
nervals, and Minor IllumineevS; and alfo all difference^ 
and coiitefts which may arife in the inferior degi*ecs, 
unlefs the importance of the debate be fiieh as to rc-, 
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^ire the interference of-a higher tribunal. They are 
the guardians of the firft tablets and reverfa,! letters of 
the brethren. As to what knowledge a Major Illuminee 
may have acquired either relative to other fecret focie- 
tics, or to employments or dignities which might be 
obtained for adepts, he is bound to report it to his 
lodge, which will note it, and inform the aflembly of 
the Direfting IHuminees or Scotch Knights.^ 

When treating of the intermediary degree of Scotch 
Knight, I gave an account of their particular functions, 
and cfpecially their charge of fuperintending the Ma- 
fonic lodges. The part they ad in the general govern¬ 
ment of the Order, chiefly confifts in hearing all the 
^dbus Licets of the preparatory claifcs read in their 
chapters, even thofc of the Novices which had already 
been opened by the officers of the Minerval fchool; 
the latter having only the power of deciding provi- 
fionally on thefe letters. 

The authority which the Scotch Knights exercife 
over this correfpondence feems to give ftill more pro¬ 
priety to their denomination of intermediary degree. 
Their §uibus Licets are diredly fent to the provincial 
lodge, which is compofed entirely of adepts initiated in 
the myfteries of the Order. But the Knights read all 
letters coming from the preparatory clafs which have 
not the diftineflion of Primo or SolL They clafllfy and 
make extrads from all the ^dbus Licets lefler 
importance coming from the inferior degrees, and 
fend the general extrad to the Provincial. To thefe 
extrads they fubjoin a circumftantial account of every 
thing that is going forward in the lodges of the pre¬ 
paratory clafs, to which they tranfmit all the orders 
coming from the adepts initiated in the myfteries, even 
from thofe of the higheft degrees with the very names 
of which they are unacquainted, and tlius conftitute a 
link between the two extremities.f 

Both the intermediary and preparatory clafles, how¬ 
ever, form but the lower part of the edifice. The 
Prefeds of the Chapters of the Scotch Kniglus are ra¬ 
ther tools than fiiperiors; they receive their impulfc 
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from tlie higher myfteries. It is there that the grancj 
polity of the Order is to be fought for in the inllruc- 
tions laid down for the Epopt and the Regent, and 
tliefe are the inftru( 5 lions which beginning with thofc 
of the Epopt, demand our utmoft attention. 
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chap/ XIV. 

Of the Government and Political Injhuflions for the 
Epopts. 

E nlighten nations ; that is to fay, efface from objea of 
the minds of the people what we call religious 
and political prejudices; make yoiirfelf mafter of the * 

public opinion ; and, this empire once eftabliflied, all 
the conftitiitions which govern the world will difap- 

pear.-Such are the grand means, fiich the hopes, 

on which Weifliaupt has been obferved in his myfteries 
to have grounded his hopes of fuccefs. We have 
feen even the fciences involved in the vortex of his 
confpiracies. They were to be fwept into the com¬ 
mon mafs of ruin with religion, laws, Princes, nations, 
our towns and ftationary habitations. ^Vandalifm and 
the era of barbarifm were to be revived, and fcience 
was to be reduced to that of the nomade and Javage 
clans equal and free. This gigantic mafs of deftnic- 
tion could be the operation but of a general corrup¬ 
tion and perverfion of the public opinion, which is 
itfelf dependent on fcience, or at leaft upon the repu¬ 
tation of wifdoin and knowledge which he poffeffes 
who pretends to inftrud us. To prepare the attack, 
therefore, it was neceffary to make the fciences ferve 
under the banners of the Sed; in the caufe of their 
own annihilation, and through their means captivate 
the public opinion in favour of the SecS. Its eiTors 
once triumphant, and every thing dear and facred to 
man vandalized and overthrown; fciences would of 
themfclves flirink back and vanifli from before the 
man favage and free. Such were the fruits of Weif- 
haupt^s meditations, fuch the fpirit which dictated the 
laws given to his Epopts. This degree was to extend 
the conquefts of the Sc& over public opinion by fcience, 
or, in other words, to difpenfe its anti-religious and 
anti-focial dodrines under the bewitching name -of 
fcience. He entirely devoted his degree of Epopts to 
the fciences, and may be faid to have foreftalled them 
all, that he might ufurp and didlate to the public 
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opinion ; or, rather, tainted them all, to make then^ 
fubfervient to his views; well afTiired that they would 
hot fiirvive the contagion. In his Minerval degree, it 
was tile minds of the young adepts that he wifhed to 
.pervert; bur in his degree of Epopt, his means and 
Views expand, and, under the fame maik, he aims at 
nothing lefs than the perverfion of the whole univerfe. 
He formed it into a fecret academy, whofe hidden 
ramifications, widely fpreading throughout'the globe, 
were, by means of the difaftrous laws he had combi¬ 
ned, at one blow to annihilate all fociety and the em¬ 
pire of fcience. 

The plan may appear inconceivable, and above the 
reach of the mod diforganizing genius; but let the 
reader remember how clearly it has been proved -ill 
the myfteries, that Weifliaupt and bis followers were 
. firmly refolved to bring back the human race to the 
days of the Huns and Vandals, and, by means of this 
Vandalifm, to all the ignorance of the nomade and 
favage dans^; and to reduce the ftandard of fcienci 
to that of the Liberty and Equality of SansKulotiJin* 
Let the reader now condefeend to follow me in the ex* 
pofilion of the leflbns which the Sect has appropriated 
to the inftriiftion of its Epopts, and the organization 
of their academy. ‘ 

The acade- The illuminized Priefts, or Epopts, are prefided 
my of the ^ycr by a Dean chofen by themfelves. They are to 
Epopt«. known to the inferior degrees only under the ap¬ 

pellation of Epopt—their meetings are called Synods* 
All the Epopts within the circle of the fame diftrift 
compofe a Synod ; but each diftrid; fliall contain no 
more than nine Epopts, exclnfive of the Dean and 
Prefed of the Chapter. The higher fuperiors may 
attend thefc Synods.’’ 

Of the nine Epopts, fev^en prefide over the fei- 
ences diftribiited under as many heads in the following 
order: 

I. Under this head are comprehended 
Dioptrics, Catoptrics, Hydraulics and Hydroftatics; 
Eledricity, Magnctifm, Attradion, c&'C.” 

II. Me<^//Vf//e---comprifing Anatomy, Chiriirgery, 
Chymiftry, 

III. -Algebra ; Architedure, civil 
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« and military; 'Navigation, Mechanics, Aftronomy, 

IV. Natural Zf/y/o?';/.—-Agriculture, Gai'clcning, 
Economics, the Knowledge of Infefts and Animals 
5 ^ including Man, Mineralogy, Metallurgy, Geology, 
and the fcience of the earthly phenomena.^^ 

' “ V. Po/i/zVi-*which embrace the fludy of Man, 
a branch in which the Major Illiiminees furnifli the 
materials ; Geography, Hiftory, Biography, Anti- 
quity. Diplomatics ; the political hiftory of Orders, 

5 ^ their defign, their progrefs, and their mutual dif* 
fentions.^^ This laft article Teems to have the divers 
Orders of Mafonry in view. A 7 iota lene is added in 
the original, with a particular injunclion to attend to 
this article^ which the diffelltions of the Illuminees and 
Freemalbns had probably rendered of great import¬ 
ance to the Seft. 

- VI. The Mechanics, Painting, Sculpture, 

Engraving, Mnfic, Dancing, Eloquence, Poetry, 

Rhetoric, all the branches of Literature ; the 
Trades.’^ 

VII. The Occult The ftudy of the Ori- 

ental tongues, and others little known, the fecrec 
methods of writing, the art of decyphering; the 
art of raifing the feals of the letters of others, and 
that of preferving their own from fimilar pradices; 

Petejh aften zu erbrecheuy iind fur das erh'echen zu 
bezoahren* The ftudy of ancient and modern hie- 
roglyphics ; and, once more, of fecret focieties, 

Mafonic fyftems, 

Should the reader feel his indignation roiifed by the 
art of railing the feals and violating the fectecy of 
letters, and at feeing an adept named in each diftrift 
to prefide over this ft range fcience, let him not forget 
that Lam but the tranflator and tranferiber of the 
code of the feeft.* 

■ The two remaining Epopts, who in the fyned are 
named to prefide over any particular fcience, are made - 
fecretaries to the Dean, and ferve him as coadjutors. 

Thefe funeftions once diftributed, the Epopts are to 

Vok III. C c 
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renounce all other bufmefs political or domeftic, an^ 
every care but that of perfefting themfelves in the 
branch of Icience which they are to luperintend, and 
of fecrctly forwarding the brethren of the inferior 
degrees in the fciences to which they had devoted 
thenifelvfcs. 

The grand objeft of this inftitution is to infpire the 
pupils with the greateft confidence in the Order, from 
an idea that it will furnifli them with all the means 
and lights neceflary for the profecution of the ftudj 
they have adopted. The Infinuators have held ont 
the promife to them, and the Order has engaged to 
fulfil it. This idea of a fcientific fociety, and of which 
they have the honour of being members, is to encou^ 
rage in them a docility and veneration for their chiefs 
naturally due to men whofe precepts appear to be 
emanations of light and of the mod tranfeendent wit 
clom. The artifice in feme fort anfwers to the pro¬ 
mife. 

Every Novice, on being admitted into the Minerval 
fchools, was'to begin by declaring to what art or fei- 
cnce he meant to devote hiinfelf, iinlefs indeed his 
pocket was to be afiefied for the tax which his genius 
could not pay. This declaration is tranfmitted from 
the inferior lodges to the Provincial, who forwards it 
to the Dean 5 by whom notice of it is given to the 
Epopt who prefides over that particular branch of 
fcieuce ; and he inferibes his name on the lift of thoft 
pupils whofe labours fall under his infpeeftion. In fu¬ 
ture, and by the fame conveyance, all the eflays, difi 
conrfes, rreatifes, which the Seft requires of the 
young Minerval are tranfmitted to the fame Epopt. 
The firft advantage accruing to the Order from this 
law is the pointing out to the infpefting Epopt thole 
whom the codeTdlls the hejt heads of the Order. 

Should any doubts arife in the minds of the pupils, 
any difficulties to vanquifli, or any queftions to pro- 
pole ; they have been taught that the Order is the 
fountain of fcience, that they have but to apply to their 
fuperiors, and light will inftantaneonfly ftiine upon 
them. They are ignorant as to wlio thefe fuperiors 
may be; but that will not hinder their doubts and 
queftions from reaching the prefiding Epopt; and he 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

has divers means of folving them, and of never being 
taken unawares. 

. In the firfl: place the Epopt muft have prepared 
himfelf for certain queftions, which he either has or 
ought to have forefeen. Many of them will have 
been already folvcd by his predeceflbrs, by his brother 
Epopts of other diftrifts or even nations. The Order 
is exceedingly careful in collcfting all thefe anfwers, 
and putting them into fuch hands as may employ them 
according to the viev/s of the feft. Each Epopt is- 
particularly enjoined to ftudy thofe which relate to his 
branch; he is even to make an alphabetical entry of 
them on his tablets, that he may always have them at 
hand whenever he wiflies to turn to them. If, not- 
withftanding all thefe precautions, the Epopt flionld 
find himfelf unprepared or unable to folve the diffi¬ 
culty propofed, he will apply to the Dean, who will 
fend the required folution or have recourfe to the 
Provincial. But, left the Superiors fliould find their 
occupations too often interrupted by fuch applications, 
it is exprefsly enjoined to the Epopt not to have re¬ 
courfe to them but in cafes of abfolute neceffity, and 
not to make the acquifitions of their Superiors an en¬ 
couragement to their own negligence.—It may fo hap¬ 
pen, that the Provincial is not able to give the required 
folution ; he will then propofe it to all the Epopts of 
his province. If that does not fucceed, application is 
made to the National Infpedor, and from him it is 
referred to the Areopagites and General. On fuch 
occafions all the learned men of the Order are coii- 
fulted. Before this laft appeal, it is ordained in the 
ftatutes, that the Epopt may propofe the queftions to 
the profane; but in fo doing he is on no account to 
difcover that the fid has recourfe to, or ftood in need 
of their information, nor what nfe it makes of it. 
This is particularly enjoined to the preliding Epopt in 
the following terms As often as your own know- 
ledge and that of your pupils fnall not fuffice,. 
you may^afk the advice of learned ftrangers, and 
turn their knowledge to the advantage of our Order^ 
hut.vjithout letting them perceive u (ohne dafs fie 
es hemerken.) This precaution is the more to be in^ 
fifted on, as one of the grand objeefts of the Epout; 
Yul. m. Cc :i 
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niiifl: be, to attain fuch perfcftion in fcience, that 
Illuminifin fliall never be beholden to the profane; 
but that the latter, on the contrary, {hall perpetually 
{land in need of the lights of the Order.”* 

That the Epopt may not recur too frequently to the 
fuperiors, or to the profane, an artifice has been in¬ 
vented by which he may profit of all the acquifitions 
of the pupils of his di{lri6t, while he makes tliem be¬ 
lieve that the whole flows from the unknown fuperiors. 
This artifice confifts in propofing fuch queftions as he 
is not perfectly mafter of, to the difterent lodges, and 
then {ludying and combining the various anfwers that 
he receives. All the Epopts of the province do as 
much in their feveral dillrids. Each one felecfls thofe 
parts which he has judged worthy of notice in the pro¬ 
ductions of the lodges; thefe he infpeCls, and lays them 
before the provincial and annual aiTembly. There 
other Epopts are employed in compiling from thefe 
feleCtions, and in preparing the required folutions of 
the propofed queftions, or in commenting on fuch paA 
fages as may elucidate others that may hereafter rife. 
The fame plan is followed in all the provinces, and 
the reports of the provinces will form a new collection 
to be digefted under the infpeCtion of the National 
Chief, or even of the Areopagites. This will be a 
new treafure for the fecret library of the Epopts, and 
furnifli them with new means of maintaining in the 
minds of their pupils the high idea they have conceived 
of the knowledge of their Superiors.f It will alfo fur- 
nilh materials for the formation of a fyftematic Code 
or complete courfe of ftudy for the life of the SeCt4 
Here we cannot but remark how much arts and 
fciences would be benefited and promoted by the la¬ 
bours of a fociety wliich, aCluated by quite other views, 
and defpifing that affeClation of lecrecy, fliould em¬ 
ploy the fame means and be animated with a fimilar 
zeal in the difcullioii of iifeful truths. But the united 
efforts of the Epopts are concentrated in their purfiiit 
of fcience, only to debafe it, by direCling all its pow¬ 
ers towards the overthrow of Religion and Govern¬ 
ments, the triumph of their diforganizing fyftcms, and 

* Inftrudicns for this degree, No. a, 5, 6, 9. 
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always under the ftale pretext of fubjefting mankind 
to Nature alone.* 

Should the reader be curious to know to what ufes 
the Epopt turns all the fdeiice which he is fuppofed 
to acquire daily, let him obferve the queftions which 
this prefiding llluminee either folves himfelf, or pro- 
pofes for the folution of the adepts. Let his judgment 
on the queftions and on their tendency, be guided by 
the expreffions of the Code : 

The Epopt,” fays the Code, muft keep a lift 
of a very great number of important queftions pro- 
per for inveftigation, and which he may eventually 
propofe to the young adepts,—In the branch of 
pradical Philofophy, for example, he will propofe 
for inveftigation the queftion, how far the principle 
is true, that all means are allovsahle^ vjhen employed 
for a laudable endP How far this maxim is to be 
limited to keep the proper medium between Jefuiti- 
cal abufe, and the fcrupulofity of prejudice?—Quel- 
tions of this nature fliall be fent to the Dean, who 
fliall tranfmit them to the Minerval fchools for the 
inveftigation of the young adepts, and their difterta- 
tions will fwarm with a multitude of ideas, ne'iVj 
boldy and life fitly which will greatly enrich our Ma-* 
gazineJ^\ . . 

We defpife this infamous afperfion on the Jefuits. 
Let thofe pafs fentence on them who have learned to 
judge them by their conduft and by their real doc¬ 
trines, and not by calumnious affertions, or fatires 
which, in fpke of all the powers of genius and irony, 
have been juftly condemned by various tribunals as 
replete with falfehood and mifreprefentation.J Let 
thofe who have been educated by the Jefuits pronounce 
on tbefe atrocious imputations of the Illuminees, I do 
]iot think mylelf bound to follow the example of the 
celebrated Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univerfity of 
Vienna, one of the moft formidable adverfaries of the 

^ * Das der Order die biflierigen fyfteme entbehren, und elgene, auf 
die natur allcin gegriindete fyfteme feinen anhiinger vorlegen konne. 

■ t Ibid. No. 7. 

t See Art, Pascal in the Hiftorical Diftionary of Flexier Dureval. 
laft Edition. 
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Illuminizing Seft, by inferting a long juftificatlon of 
that perfecuted Order.* But it is impoffible not to 
obferve, that the legiflator of Illuminifm has not the 
moft diftant idea of modifying or limiting this famous 
principle, the end fandifies the means ; his objeft is 
evidently to give rife to ideas, new, bold, and ufefnl to 
the SeS ,; or, in other words, to difpofe the young 
adepts hereafter to decide as he has already done, that 
?iothmg is criminal^ not even robbery or theft, provi¬ 
ded it be ufiful to the views and forward the grand 
objeft of Illuminifm. He wifl^es by means of thefe 
queftions to acquire an early infight into the minds of 
the adepts and to diftinguilh thofe who will hereafter 
be the moft worthy of his higher myfteries, by the 
greater or fnialler difpofition they fliow to‘ ftifle the 
cries of confcience and remorfe in the perpetration of 
the crimes neceffary for the future fuccefs of his plots. 
This is the fuin total of the fcience to be carefully 
inculcated by the Epopts in the branch of pradicd 
Philofophy. 

With refpeft to Religion, it is not even admitted 
among the fciences to be ftudied by the Epopts; the 
Code has, however, furniflied them with a means of 
traducing and blafpheming it.—That the Epopt may 
never be at a lofs for queftions of this nature to folve 
or propofe, he will have them noted on a regifter in 
alphabetical order. “ For example, fays the Code, 
^ at the letter C in the regifter of fecret fciences and 
" hieroglyphics the w^ord Crofs is to be found, and 
under it is the following note—For the antiquity of 
this hieroglyphic, confuk fuch a work,, printed fuch 
a year, fuch a page, or elfe fuch a manufcript, fig- 
nature M.”t Is it neceffary to be endowed witli 
any extraordinary fliare of perfpicacity to fee that the 
whole objeft of thefe pretended fecret fciences, or hie- 
roglyphics, is merely to teach the young pupils to 
view the Crofs in no other light than as an ancient 
hierogiypliic erecled by ignorance and fuperftition in¬ 
to a fymbol of the redemption of mankind? The 
illuminized explanation of this glorious fymbol will, 
doubtlefs, lono; remain buried in the Occult Sciences 

* Vide Hoch wichtige erlnnerungcn—Von LcopoM-alois—tIoEinan. 
Scd. y. Page 279 to J07. 
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of the Order. Meanwhile we may defy them to point 
out in the hiftory of mankind any nation whatever 
revering the crofs as the fymbol of falvation anterior to 
the grand epoch when the Son of Man died on the 
crofs to confummate the triumph of Chriftianity. 

The Epopts have alfo their hiftorians and annalifts, 
and their duties are laid down in the Code.—The fol¬ 
lowing rules may be remarked.—Each province of II- 
luminifni muft have its hiftorian, in imitation of the 
ancient annalifts and chronologifts. He is to keep a 
journal, in which, befides fadls of public notoriety, he 
will particularly colledl, and even give the preference /o, 
anecdotes of fecret He will endeavour to re¬ 

deem from oblivion all men of merit, however deep 
they may have funk into obfeurity—He will make them 
known to the Provincial, who will inform the Bre¬ 
thren of their lituation—Each Provincial will have a ca¬ 
lendar of his own, in which (inftead of faints) for each 
day of the year fliall be inferibed the name of Ibmc 
man as an objeft of veneration or execration, accord¬ 
ing as he has merited or demerited of the Seel. 

My name may, perhaps, be inferibed under the 
black letter ; but I anticipate the glory and confolatioii 
of feeing it by the fide of that of Zimmerman and. 
of Hoffman, who, like myfelf, are entitled to the fa¬ 
ble wreath twined by Ilkiminifm for its moft ftrenuous 
opponents. But how different is that to which the 
Code declares that all the Brethren may afpire — 
Probably, to be feated befide a Brother Mirk)eau or 
a Marat. 

The fame laws ordain, that the Chronologift fliall 
inform the Minerval Lodges of all memorable fads.— 
He will not faiVto Infert all mean and odious adions, 
nor to paint them in their proper colours. He will 
not pafs unnoticed tbofi of men occupying the firji 
dignities, or enjoying the higheji confideration."^ 

Next to the laws of the hiltorian follow thofe for 
the Epopt who fnperintends that branch of fcience re-, 
lating to politics, and particularly to the knowledge 
of mankind. The reader has already feen what 
ftrefs the Order lays upon this fcience, and how 
much they make it depend on the fpirit of obfervatioii 
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—Let no Brother pretend to die dignity of Epopf, 
nor to the honour of prdiding over any branch of fci- 
dice, until he has anlwered the three following quet 
tions—What is the fpirit of obfervation ?*-How is this 
fpirit to be acquired, and what conftitutes a good 
obferver ?—What method is to be followed, in order 
to make juft and cxa6l obfervations ?—When an Epopt 
has fufficiditly diftinguifhed himfelf by his anfwers on 
thefe heads, to be judged worthy of being chofen the 
. chief of the obfervers or ferutators, he is entrufted 
with all thofe notes which the reader has feen the Se6b 
fo carefully colleding on the char after, the paffions, 
the talents, and hiftory of the Brethren. When thefe 
notes contain the portrait or life of any adept more 
than commonly interefting, he will make him (with-^ 
out naming him) the objeft of various queftions to be 
propofed to the Minerval Schools. He will aik, for 
example. What are the ideas which a man, with fiich 
and fuch paffions or difpofitions, will adopt or reject i 
—How on fuch data can fuch and fuch inclinations be 
encouraged or weakened What adept could be em¬ 
ployed with moft advantage in fuch a bufinefs - 
What muft fuch a man^s ideas be on Religion and 
Governments ?—Can he be looked upon as being fupe^ 
rior to all prejudices, and ready to facrifice his own 
perfonal intereft to that of Truth?-—Should he be 
deficient in confidence and attachment, what means 
fiiould be employed to invigorate them, and what fort 
of man would be the fitteft for fuch an undertaking ? 
—Finally, 'ivhat employment in the fiatey or in the Ovr 
deVy 'would he fill to the greateji’advantagey or in 'which 
vjoiild he he the rnoji ufefulP^^ 

The Scrutator in chief digefts thefe anfwers into a 
proper ftatement, which he fends to the Dean. The 
Provincial receives it from the Dean, and is thus ena¬ 
bled to form his judgment, whether that particular 
adept he a moraly difinterejiedy beneficent many and free 
from all prejudice ; whether he can be life fid to the Or* 
dery and in what way he can be beft employed. —From 
the refult of fuch obfervations, the ferutinizing Epopt 
will carefully feleft rules and general maxims on the 
knowledge of mankind. He will make a compilation 
of them, and tranfmit them to the Superiors.* 

^ Ibid. No. 18. 
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By ineans/^ fays the Code, of thefe and fuch like 
Obfervations, the Order will be enabled to make dif- 
coveries of every kind, to form new fyftems, and to 
give on all fiibjefts irrefragable proofs of its labours 
^nd its immenfe fund of fdeiice; and the public will 

f ive it credit for beirtg in pofleffion of all human 
nowledge/^* 

Left any of the profane flioiild partake of this ho^- 
hour, or that any one of the members flioiild not di- 
teA thefe fciences towards the^objed of Illuminifni^ 

! Precautions are taken in the Code to afTure' the exclu- 
ive advantage of thefe labours to the Seft. Partb 
" cular parts of thefe fciences and difcoveries may be 
printed by permiffion of the l?uperiors ; but the law 
adds> not only thefe books fliall not be communis 
cated to any of the profane^ but as they will never 
^ be printed clfewhere than at the prefles of the Seft^ 
they will only be ehtrufted to the Brctliren according 
^ to the rank they liold in the Order/^f 

That our worthy co-operators may not be divefted 
^ of the glory of their labours, every new principle 
laid down, machine invented, or difcovery made, 
fliall for ever bear the name of its inventor, that his 
memory may be revered by future ages.^^J 

On the fame grounds it is ftridly enjoined, that no 
^ member lhall ever communicate to the ptofane any 
difcovery ’that he may have made in the Order-^ 
^ No book treating of thefe difcoveries lhall be printed 
^ without the permiffion of the Superiors • and hence 
^ arifes the general regulation, that no Brother ffiall 
^ publifti any of his produdions without leave of the 
Provincial. He alfo is to decide whether the work 
is of a nature to, be printed by the fecret prefles of 
** the Order, and what particular Brethren may be aL 
^ lowed the perufal of it—Should it be neceflFary to dif- 
^ mils any of the Brethren from the Order, the local Su» 
^ perior is to receive notice that he may have tlie ne- 
^ ceflSiry time to withdraw from him not only the 
** manufcripts, but even the printed works of the 
« Order.^’$ 

* ibid. No. 40 . 

^ Ibid. No. 43. 

foi nr. D d 


f Ibid- No. 17. 
§ Ibid. No. 24. 
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Yhe antisocial conspiracy. 

The lllumlnizing Legiflator, in Juftification of all 
thefe precautions, alleges, in the firft .place, the unde¬ 
niable right vefted in the Order to all the labours of its 
Brethren; then the lure of fecrecy, which ftiraulates 
curiofity and the third: of fcience; finally, the advan¬ 
tage accruing to the fciences themfelves, by being pre- 
ferved among men who only impart them-to others fo 
prepared as to render them of the greateft poflible util¬ 
ity. Belides, fays he, every man has it in his power to 
make himfelf an Illiitninec if he pleafes, and to par-^ 
take of their fcience; and who better able to render 
them ufeful to mankind, or to preferve them, than wc 
'are? After this juftification, which the reader may 
appreciate, he returns to his Epopt, and tells them, 
that it is incumbent on them to diredl and turn all the 
fciences towards the views of llluminifm. The wants 
of every country are to be maturely confidered, as 
well as thofe of your diftrift; let them be the objefts 
of deliberation in your Synods; and afk inftriiftioni 
of your Superiors.” Then the Legiflator makes a 
fudden tranfition, and expands his views far beyond 
his Lodges* The reader will fcarcely fufpeft whither 
they tend. Let him read, and learn the grand object 
of the Epopts, what conquefts they are to make for 
the Order, and whither they are to extend the fyftems of 
llluminifm. You will,” abruptly exclaims the legifla¬ 
tor, inceflantly form new plans, and try every means, 
in your refpeftive provinces, to feize upon the public 
education, the ecclefiaftical government, the chairs 
of literature, and the pulpit.”*—This is one of the 
grand objefts of the Seft, and we fliall fee the Code 
treating of it again in another part. 

To enhance the merits of his plans, and to infiniiate 
his adepts into the ecclefiaftical fetninaries, and even 
into the pulpit, under the fliadow of his pretended fci-. 
cnce, the Epopt muft find means of acquiring the re- 
putation of a man of tranfeendent learning; where- 
ever lie appears, whether walking or ftopping, fitr 
ting or (landing, let rays of, light encircle his head, 
which fliairenlighten all who approach him. Let 
every one think himfelf happy in hearing the pure 

* Muffen ftets neiie plane entworfen und eingcfiihrt werdm: Wie 
man die hande in erziehungfwefen, geiftliche rcgicningj lehr, und prcr 
di^t-ltiihle in der provins bekonuiie. No. 7 ,H. 
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^ truth from his lips. Let him on all occafions, com- 
** bat prejudice; but vAtb precaution^ and according 
^ to the rules laid down, v:ith dexterity and with aft 
the refped due to the perfons he is aildrejfingj^^ 
Who could believe that thefe were kflbns* given to a 
modern Vandal by his diforganizing legiflator, whofe 
heart thirfts after the happy period when that encir^ 
cling light of his Epopts fhaH have Vandalized the 
xvhole univerfe, and naijons fliall have difappeart'd 
from off the face of the earth ? 

But the Epopt has yet to aim at another conquefl:,. 
that of the empire over the literary world. “ In the 
literary world certain writings generally take the 
lead for a time, according to the fafnion, and infpire 
feeble minds with admiration. At one time the en- 
thufiaftic produftions of religion, at another the fen- 
timental novels of wit, or perhaps philofophical re- 
veries, paftorals, romances on chivalry, epic poems, 
or odes will inundate the republic of letters. The 
** Epopt will turn all his fkill towards bringing into 
fafliion the principles of our Order, the foie tenden- 
cy of which is the happinefs of mankind.’^ Or, in 
other words, thofe baleful principles which, under the 
pretence of rendering human nature more happy and 
united in one family, aim at nothing lefs than deftroy- 
ing every Religion, every title to property^ every town, 
every fixed refidence, and every nation. 

“ Our principles miift be made fafliionable, that the 
young writers may difFufe them among the people, 
and ferve the Order without intending it.”f 

In order' to raife the public fpirit, he muft with 
the greateft ardour preach up the general interejl of 
humanity^ and inculcate the utmoji indifference jor all 
affociations or ficret unions which are only formed 
among the fubjetts af one particular nation,% Here the 
impious legiilator blafphemoufly cites for an example 
Chrift, and his pretended indifference for bis family., 
Becauie Chrift died for the redemption of all mankind, 
becaufe his affeftion for the moft holy of mothers 

* Ihld. No. 2 , 

f Damit junge fchriftfteller dergleichen unter das* Volk aulbreitcn^ 
und uns, ohne dafs lie es •vviflen, dienen. 

1 Ibid. No. 3. 
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never made him lofe fight of that great work, is that 
a ground on which the illuminizing JEpopt ftiall per. 
fuade his liinple auditory that to love all mankind is 
to diffolve the bonds of nations ? 

, ., As a farther rule for acquiring this literary empire, 

He will take care that the writings of the members 
of the Order fliall be cried up, and that the trumpet 
of fame (hall be founded in their honour. He will 
alfo find means of hindering the reviewers from 
carting any fufpicions on the writers of the fed 
With refpetrt to the Literati^ and vjrhcrs 'whoy with- 
out belonging to the Order, fljoiv principles coinciding 
v)ilh ourSy Ihould they be what we call good , cl(^s.. 
them among ihofe ^obo are to be enrolled. Let tho^ 
Dean have a UJt of ihofe meiiy and from time to time 
he will hand it about among ihe brethren. 

Let us now take a curfory view of thele laws, and 
of their gradual tendency to infect the whole literary 
world. In its Minerval academies the feft begins by 
forming its pupils; and the care with which its difor. 
ganizing principles are inftilled into the young adept 
has already been difplayed. Left any of thefe princL 
pies flioukl fwerve from the grand objeft, the Epopts 
overfee all the fchools of the fame diftrid i thefe latter 
have their provincial afiemblies, where every thing is 
prepared, combined, and forefeen. At this affembly 
ilie Epopt attends, bringing with him his notes and 
ol>rervations on his particular diftrid, and on thofe 
means which may there contribute to the advance* 
meut or difparagement of the illuminizing principles 
?ind fcience. The minutes of thefe afiemblies are fent 
to the National Infpedor, who overlooks the wholes 
and fees that the original fpirit is every where pre- 
ferved; and the Areopagites hold the fame line of 
condud with refped to all nations, that he does within 
his particular one, Kence then the Minerval acade* 
mies, the Epopts, the Provincials, the National Infpec* 
tors, in a word, the diforganizing whole, form but one 
and the fame invifible academy, fpreading its fubter. 
raneous ramifications, every where infufing the fame 
principles, aduated by the lame fpirit, and lubjeded to 
V;ie fame laws': and thefe laws^ this fcience, are but the 

i Ibid. No. 5. > 


^ Ibid. No. 
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machinations and the forebodings of iiniverfal impiety 
and diforganization. 

But the union and univerfality of this confpiring 
tcademy is not fufEcient for the Seft; it extends its 
views to the public fchools and to tlie pulpit. The 
man of letters, the tranfcendent genius, all are to bend 
beneath its laws, and, faflhion is to lecond its plots. 
From the child that fpells, to the Doftor enveloped in 
mazy fcience, all are to be fubjefted to Illnminifm 5 
and fcience itfeif, fo inftrijniental to the progrefs of 
the Seft, fliall fink beneath the eiFort of bringing forth 
that Vandaiifm which is to annihilate the altar and 
the throne, all laws, individual property, and national 
fociety. 

Let the reader compai-e the myfteries of the Seft 
with the code of its Epopts, and pronounce if fuch be 
not the real tendency of this Empire of Science. 
Horror impreffes the mind, and indignation rifes at 
fuch a fight.—But the monflrous legiflator who has 
compiled them pretends that they are entitled to the 
admiration of the young adepts; and it is his Epopts 
who are to infpire them with this admiration. Yoii 
muft/^ fays he, “ infufe fo great a refpedl for the 
fublimity and fanftity of our Order, that a promife 
^^•made by the adepts on the honour of Illuminifin 
fhall be more binding than the moil: facred oath.”* 
At length the xYtheifl: has found an equivalent for the 
name of God. He feeks bonds to bind his follow¬ 
ers, and' he has bi'oken thofe of confcience ; he ap¬ 
peals to honour, and perverts it into a bond of villany. 
He (fays Weifliaupt) u^ko fnall dare violate the oath 
he /hall have [worn on the honour of my Society, fnall 
be declared infamous. I care not vobai his ra?ik may 
be, his infamy fmll be pjvclaimed throughout the vshole 
Order, and it f}all be fo vsithout remiffon or hope of 
pardon. My intention is, that the Members fliould 
be informed of this, that they fliould deliberately 
reflect; on the facredncls of this oath in my Order, I 
mean that the confeqiiences of it fliould be clearly 
and warmly reprefented to them.f” 

The Epopts charged with this miffion are of a de¬ 
gree too much revered in the Order to comproniife 

* Ifcid. No. 29. 'I' Original Writings, Yol, II. Let. 8, to Cato. 
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their dignity. Tliey attend, at pleafure, the meetings 
of the inferior degrees, but they are never to occupy 
any office in them, excepting that of Prefect of the 
• Scotch Knights. Their prefence might overawe and 

intimidate the young adepts, and thus be detrimental 
to the obfervations they are ordered to make; for (fo 
far from conftraint,) the Epopt is to endeavour to 
ftudy them in their mofl: unguarded moments. He is 
therefore never to intermix with them but as their 
equal. There is a particular law forbidding him to 
diiclofe the degree, or the clafs to which he belongs, 
or even his coihime.f Thus, hiding his fuperiority, 
and feated on the fame benches belide the young 
adepts, he exercifes his fnnftions of Scrutator more 
freely among them in their mutual intercourfe, and 
he judges better of the talents of each. His lenbns, 
coming from an equal, will fink deeper into their 
minds; and, without betraying his authority, he will 
the better obferve their progrefs and their failings— 
Should any of thefe pupils have fliown a zeal and fide¬ 
lity beyond all doubt, he may take them into his confi¬ 
dence ; he will point them out to the Dean, who may 
call them about his perfon, and make them his Aco- 
lites. The Dean may even throw a great part of the 
weight of his correfpondence on them, and carry them 
to the Synod of the Epopts, until they fliall have 
fliown rhemfelves worthy of being initiated to all the 
myfteries referved for this clafs.J 

Thus ends that part of the Code which is to be 
communicated to the Epopts. The following Chap¬ 
ters will delineate the laws and inftnidions which are 
to guide their conduft when admitted to the degree' 
of Kegeut or Prince of llkmm/m. 

f Ibid. No. 31^ f Ibid. No. 3?. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Inflriidions for the Regent or Prince Illuminee^ on iho 
Government of the Ordeu 

T he prominent feature of all the inftruftions giv- 

en by the Ilkiminizing Legiflator to his Epopts of thde in* 
is the confecration of their degree to the perverfion of ftruaions. 
ithe public opinion, and to the attainment of the em¬ 
pire of fciences, that he may direft them air to the 
fiipport of his diforganizing Liberty and Equality and 
to univerfal ‘anarchy. This miffion of perverfion re¬ 
quires an afliduity to which not many men are equal; 
but adepts may be found, who, unable to diftinguifli 
themfelves in filch miffions, may yet be endowed with 
a fnfficient zeal and with the necefiary talents for the 
fuperintendence and direffion of the Brethren. There 
are others again whqfe difaflrous fuccelTes are to be 
fecompenfed by the higher employments in the Order; 
and it is from thefe two clalTes of Epopts that the 
Order felefts its Regents. It is alfo for their infiriiftioiv 
that the Legiflator defeends into all the gubernatory 
minutiae of his Illuminifm.—His iiiftruftions are com- 
prifed under four different heads. I. General Syftein 
of Government for the Order.-*-11.. Iiiftruftions. for 
the degree of Regent.—III. Inftruffions for the Pre- 
fefts or Local Superiors.—IV. Inftrudions for the 
Provincial.* 

I have, it is true, been obliged to anticipate many 
parts of this Code when unfolding the artifices of the- 
lower degrees; but as a confirmation of what has al¬ 
ready been expofed, in order to bring the different 
objeds within one point of view, and to fliow the 
dangers of his'difaftrous combinations, let us attend to, 
tlie Legiflator when treating of the whole colledively^ 

■\Vliat particularly endeared this degree of Regent to 
Weilliaupt was, tliat part of his iiiftrudion which 
takes a general view, and which lays open the pro-, 
greflive plan to be obferved in the government of the 
Brclhrcn. The reader perufing the inftrudions in the- 


^ Lall Woi^ of Philo and Spartacu?, degree of Regent* 
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fame order in which Weifliaupt has written them will 
more eafily conceive the caufe of his prcdileftion. 


J. PUvi of the General Govemment cf tht 
Ordei\ 

1. The moft high and excellent Superiors of the 
illuftrious Order of true Freemafonry do not immedi¬ 
ately attend to the minutiae of the edifice.-'-They mu ft 
not, however, on that account be confidercd as contrU 
bnting lefs to our happinefs, by their coiinfels, their 
lefTons, their plans, and the many and powerful re^ 
fources with which they furnifli us. 

IL Tliefe excellent and moft gracious Superiors 
have eftabliflicd a clafs of Mafonsjo whom they have 
cntrufted the w’hole plan of our Order. This clafs is 
that of the Regents . 

III. In this plan our Regents hold the firft digni¬ 
ties. Until admitted to this degree, no perfon can 
hold the office of Prefe fi or of Local Superior. 

IV. Every country has its national Superior, who 
holds an immediate correfpondence with our Fathers^ 
at the head of whom is a general who holds the helm' 
of the Order. 

V. Under the National and his Affijiants are the 
Provincials^ who each govern their Circle or their 
Province. 

VI. Every Provincial is furrounded by his Conn- 
fellors. 

VTI. Each Provincial alfo commands a certain 
number of Prcfcdls, who may in like manner have 
their coadjuton in their diftridls. All tliefe, as well a^ 
the TFcany belong to the clafs of Regents. 

VIII. All thefe offices are for life, excepting in 
cafes of depofitlon or ejeftment. 

IX. The Provincial is to be chofen by the ile- 
getns of his province and the National Superiorsy and 
approved by the NationaL‘*-{\ do not underftand how 
the Code diftinguifties between the feveral National 
Superiors and the National in chief; unlefs it be, 
that it denotes in this place as Superiors thofe which 
are called a little higher up Affijiants (GehulfenJ of 
this chief] 
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" X. The whole fuccels of Illuminifm depending 
'bn the Kcgents^ it is but juft that their domeftic wants 
flioiild be provided for. They fliall therefore be the 
Brft fupplied from out of the funds of the Order, 

XL The Regents of each Province form a par¬ 
ticular body immediately under the Provincial, whom 
they are to obey 

XII. The offices of llluminifm not being confi- 
dered in the light of dignities, nor of places of homm'y 
but as mere employments freely accepted, the Regents 
muft be always ready to labour for the gbod of the 
Order, each according to his fituation and to his tal¬ 
ents. Age IS never to be fet forth as a title. It may 
often happen, that the youngeft is chofen Provincial, 
and the eldeft only a Local Superior or Counfellor, 
ftiould the one live in the center, while the other only 
inhabits the extremity of the Province ; or, fliould 
the former, on account of his natural aftivity or liis 
ftation in life, be more fitted for the place of Superior 
than the latter, though far more eloquent,—In many 
cafes, for example, a Regent is not to think it beneath 
bis dignity to offer himfelf to difeharge any of the leL 
fer offices in the Minerval churches (lodges) in which 
he may be ufeful.^^ 

XIII. That the Provincial may not be over-bur¬ 
dened with too extenfive a correfpondence, all the 
^ibus Liceis and all the letters of the Regents, lhall 
pafs through the hands of the Prefedl, iinlefs the Pro¬ 
vincial gives Orders to the contrary 

XIV. But the Prefed; fhall not open the letters of 
the Kegents. Thofe he muft tranfmit to the Provincial, 
who will forward them to their proper deftination.^^ 

^ XV. The Provincial has the power of convoking 
the whole of his Regents, or merely thofe whom he 
may think proper, confidering the exigencies of the 
province. He who cannot attend according to his 
fummons muft give the proper notice at leaft four 
weeks prior to the meeting. Befides, he is always to 
be ready to give in an account of what he has done 
for the Order until that period, and fliow his willing-i 
iiefs to fulfil the intentions of his Provincial and of his 
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high fuperiors. The convocation of Regents mnft take 
place at leaft once a year.^^ 

XVL The following inftruftion (B) will point 
out more particularly to the Regents thofe objects to 
which they muft chiefly attend/’ 

^ XVIL It has been already obferved, that great 
attention is to be paid, to the gradually procuring of 
funds for the Order. This may be accompliflied by 
attending to the following rules: 

Each province is to be entrufted \vith tlie expen¬ 
diture of its own monieSj and only remit fmall contri¬ 
butions to the fuperiors for the expences of poftage. 
Each lodge alfo is to enjoy the full propriety of its 
funds (eige 77 thimilichf’-when for any great enterprize 
the aflembly of the Regents levy contributions on the 
funds of the different lodges, they fball be confidered 
but as loans, and fliall be made good to the lodge# 
with full intereft.’’ 

Has the illuminizing legiflatpr then forgotten, that 
it was Property which gave the firft deadly bkv: to 
Equality and Liberty ? Certainly not; but more than 
ONE great enterprize will be necelfai-y to prepare the 
tAST, which is to annihilate all property whatfoever; 
meanwhile the Order is glad to enjoy its own, and to 
make the inferior lodges believe that tliey are not to 
be pillaged of any thing that belongs to them. 

The Provincial has no fund allotted to him, but he 
has an exaft return of all thofe of his province.” 

The general receipts will confift—1°. In the contri¬ 
butions paid on the receptions of Mafons (freymaurer* 
teceptions-gelder)-”2°. In the overplus of the monthly 
contributions—-3°. In voluntary fiibrcriptions-‘-4“. In 
fines—5°. In legacies and donations—6°. In our com¬ 
merce and traffic (handel und gewerbe.f^ 

“ The expences are—i®. The expences of the meet¬ 
ings, poftage, decorations, and fome few journies— 
2'’. Penfions to the poor brethren who have no other 
means of fubliftence—3®. Sums paid for the prornotion 
of the grand objebl of the Sums paid for the 

encouraging of talents—5®. The expences of experi¬ 
ments and trials—6®. For widows and cliildren—7®. 
For foundations. 

Thus terminates the firft part of the inftriiftions for 
the Regent. After the reading of this> vvhich takes 
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place on the day of his inauguration, his attention 13 
called to the following : 

IiiflruClion B for the degree 
of Kegent, 

The reader has feen {iit fiipra^ art, xvi.) the Regent 
forewarned to pay a particular attention to this fecond 
part of the inllruftions. Let the reader alfo profit of 
the hint. He will fee that many of the arcana of the 
fed ftill remain to be revealed. 

“ I. The objeft of the Order being to render man 
more happy, virtue more attraftive, and vice lefs pow¬ 
erful, it is neceflary that our brethren, the teachers and 
governors of mankind) flioiild publicly alfume an unim¬ 
peachable charafter. A Regent of Illuminifni there¬ 
fore will be the mofl: perfect of men. He will be 
.prudent, provident, ingenious, irreproachable, and of 
manners fo urbane that his company lliall be courted 
with avidity. He is to acquire the reputation of being 
enlightened, benevolent, honeft, difinterefted, and full 
of ardour for great and extraordinary enterprifes, all 
contributing to the general good,” 

It would be iifelefs to recall to the mind of my read¬ 
er what is to be underftood, in the language of Illunii- 
nifm, by virtue, vice, or public good. He will there¬ 
fore on reflexion be the lefs fiifprifed at perufing the 
following inftruftions framed for thefe virtuous teach’> 
ers and governors of mankind. 

II. The Regents are to ftudy the means of ruling 
and governing without betraying any fuch intention.^ 
Under the malk of huniility, but of a real and candid 
humility, grounded on the perfualion of their own 
weaknefs, and on the con vision that their vjhole 
(Irength rejis on our itnioH) they niqfl: exercife an abfo- 
lute and boundlefs dominion,*}* and mi]fl: dire< 5 t every 
thing towards die attainment of the views of the 
Order.”' 

Let them avoid a pedantic referve, at once dif. 
gilding and ridiculous in the eyes of the fage. Let 
them give the example of a refpeftful fubmillion to. 

* Die Regenten follen die tuiift ftudiren zu hcrfchcn, ohoc das anfc<^^ 
|ien da von zu haben. 

I Scilen fie uumnfehrankt regieren. 

Yoi. m. e ? 
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the Superiors. Should they be pofiefled of the advan¬ 
tages of birth^ it will be an additional reafon for fliow- 
ing their obedience to a Superior born in a lower fta- 
tion of life—Let their condiMft vary according to the 
perfons with whom they have to deal. Let the Re-r 
gent be the confidant of one, the father of another,, 
the fcholar of a third ; very feldoni a fevere and inex¬ 
orable Superior, and even on fuch occafions let him 
iliow with how much unwillingnefs he exercifes fuch 
feverity. He will fay, for example, that he fincerely 
wijQies the Order had given fo difagreeable a commif- 
fion to fume other perfon; and that he is weary of 
aftiiig the part of fchoolmafter with a man who fliould 
long lince have known how tq conduft hirafelf. 

III. The grand objed: of our facred legion fpredd^ 
throughout the imiverfe being the ti’iumph of virtue 
and of wifdom, every Regent mufl: endeavour to efta, 
blifli a certain equality among men.—Let him take the 
part of thofe who are too much debafed, and humble 
^he proud. Let him never fiifFer the fool to lord it 
too much over , the man of wit, the wicked over the 
good, the ignorant over the learned, nor the weak 
over the ftrong, though the latter (hould in reality be 
in the wrong.*- 

IV. The means of acquiring an afcendancy over 
men are incalculable. Who could enumerate them 
all ? ... They mufl: vary with the difpofition of the 
times. At one period it is a tafte for the marvellous 
and extraordinary that is to be wrought upon. At 
another the lure of fecrer focieties is to be held ouL 

For this reafon it is veiy pioper to make your inferiors 
believcy without telling tl:ein the red jlate of the cafcy 
that all other fecret focieties^ parFuidarly that of Free- 
mafmryy are fecrctly direded by us. Or elfey ami it is 

really the fact in some STATES, THAT POTENT Mot 

NARCHs ARE GOVERNED BY OUR Order. When any 
thing reuiarkahle or important conies to pafs, hint that it 
originated with our Order.--Should any perfm by his 
merit acquire a great reputatioriy let it be generally un^^ 
dcrjlood that he is one ofus.^'^ 

How fmoothly flows this combination of artifice 

* Er foil nicht Icidcn dafs der diimmere iiber den klugern—dcr 
SchwUchere fiber den ftarkern, Rucli wenn diefer nnrecht haben foUte^. 
JR ichr dcu meifeer Ipiclc, * - - « ‘ 
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from the pen of the Illumitnzing LegiHator 1 But 4 
hope that my reader will not expeft to find a method 
in my tranflation, where the Legillator has dilclained 
method. It is eafy to perceive, that to heap artifice 
upon artifice is much more his objeft, than to give a 
ftudied conneftion to principles with which he fnppofes 
his adepts to be fiifficiently imprefied. Or may it not 
be faid, that this diforder is the efFeft of ftudied art? 
But let us proceed and trace the fteps of Weifliaiipt. 

With no other objeft than to give your orders the 
appearance of coming from a myfterious hand, you 
may, for example, put a letter under the plate of an 
adept when dining at an inn, though it might have 
been a much lefs trouble to forward it to him at his 
own lodgings—You may attend large and commercial 
owns during the time of fairs in different charac¬ 
ters, as a Merchant^ an Office?', an Ahbe, Every where 
you will perfonate an extraordinary man having im¬ 
portant biifinefs on your hands.—But all this mull be 
done with a great deal of art and caution, left you 
fliould have the appearance of an adventurer. It is to 
be well underftood, that thefe charafters are not to be 
afliimed in towns where you are likely to fie difeovered 
either by the Police or the ftanders-by—At other 
times, you may write your orders with a chemical 
preparation of ink which difappears after a certain 
time. 

V. A Regent is as much as poflible to hide from 
his inferiors all his weakneffes, even his ill-health, or 
difgufts; at any rate he is never to complain. 

VI. Here he repeats the inftruftion on the art of 
flattering and gaining over women to their caufe, al¬ 
ready tranferibed, page 25. 

VII. You mull alfo gain over to the Order the 
COMMON PEOPLE. The great plan for fucceeding in 
this is to influence the Schools, You may alfo attempt 
it by liberalities, or by great fliow and fplendour ; at 
other times by making yourfelf popular, and even to¬ 
lerating, with an air of patience, p?'ejiic:ices vjhich may 
hereafter be gradually eradicated, 

VIII. When you have fiicceeded any where in 
making yourfelf mafter of the public authority and 
government, you will pretend not to have the lead 
power, for fear of awakening the attention of thofe 
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ivho may oppofe us. But, on the contrary, when yon 
find it impollible to fucceed, you will aflume tiie cha- 
rader of a perfon who has every thing at his com¬ 
mand. That will make us both feared and fought 
after, and of courfe will ftrengthen our party. 

IX. All the ill fuccefs or difgufts winch may befaH. 
the Order are to be concealed with the utmoft caution 
fi*om the inferiors. 

^ X. It is the duty of the Regents to fupply the 
wants of the Brethren, and to procure the beji employ¬ 
ments for tbefHy after having given the proper intima¬ 
tion to the Superior. 

XL The Regents fhall be particularly cautious and 
difereet in their difeourfe ;-.»but fhal! carefully avoid 
any thing denoting the leaft perplexity of mind—- 
There are even foine occafions whereon an extenfive 
genius is to be affedled; on others, they may pretend 
that their friendfliip has made them fay a word too 
much; by thefe means the fecrecy of the inferior is 
put to the teft. They may alfo fpread certain reports 
among our people, which may prepare them to re-t 
ceive ideas which the Order wdfhes to infufe into their 
minds. 'On all doubtful occafions, the Regent will 
confult his Superiors by means of a ^dbus Licet.^^ 

XII. Whatever rank or Ration a Regent may 
hold in the Order, he will feldom anfwer the queftions 
of the inferiors verbally, but generally in writing, that 
he may have time to reflecl or even confult on the 
anfwers he fliould give.^’ 

Xin. Tlie Regents will unceafingly attend to 
every thing relating to the grand interefts of the Or¬ 
der, to the operations of comn^erce, or fiich things as 
may in any \vay contribute to augment the power of 
the Order. They will tranfmit all plans of that na¬ 
ture to the Provincial. Should it be a cafe requiring 
expedition, he will give him advice of it by fome other 
channel than the ^dhus LicetSy which the Provincial 
has not the power of opening.” 

XIV. I’hey will follow the fame line of conducl 
with refpeft to every thing that tends to influence the 
Order in general; and find means of putting its united 
forces in motion at one and tlie fame time.” 

XV. When an author fets forth principles true in 
tbcmfelves, but vjbkh do not as yet fiat our general plan 
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of education for the vjorld ; or piindples the puhlicatiott 
of ’Which is premature; every effort mujt be made to 
gam over the author ; but ffould all our attempts failf 
and we Jhould be unable to entice him into the Order, let 
him be difcredited by every poffible mecaisd^ 

XVI. If a Regent ffould conceive hopes of fucceed^ 
big m fuppi'effing any religious houfes\ and of applying 
their revenues to our objedl, for example, to the ejia- 
bliffment of proper country schools.; he may depend 
on it, that fiich a projeft would be particularly grateful 
to the Superiors.’^ 

XVIL The Regents will alfo turn their attention 
towards a folid plan for eftablifhing a fund to fupport 
the widows of the brethren.” 

XVIII. One of our moji important objeds muji be^ 
to hinder the firvile veneration of the people for Princes 
from being carried too far. All fuch abjecl flattery 
tends only to make thofe men worfe who are already 
for the moft part of very common and weak under-^ 
ftandings. You will fhow an example of the proper 
condudl to be held in this refpeft. Shun all familiarity 
with them; behave to them politely, but •without con^ 
Jirainty that they may honour and fear you. Write and 
fpeak of them as you would of other men, that they 
niay be made to recoiled that they are but men like 
other people, and that their authority is a thing purely 
conventional.”"^ 

XIX. When there happens to be a man of merit 
among our adepts but little known by or entirely un¬ 
known to the public, no pains are to be fparcd to ac^ 
quire celebrity for him. Let our difguifed brethre)i eve^ 
ry where found the trumpet of his praifes, and force 
envy and party fpirit to be filent.” 

XX. The eflay of our principles and of our fchools 
is motl eafily and moft fiicceisfiilly made in fmall 
ftates. The inhabitants of capitals and commercial 
towns are too corrupt, too much a prey to their paf 
fions, and think themfelves too much enlightened, to 
fubmit to our lelfons.” 

XXL It is ufeful to fend vifitors from time to time, 
or to give a Regent that is travelling the commiflion 
to viiit the meetings, to aft: for the minutes, and to call 

* Eine unferer vornehiriilen forgen mufs auch feyn, untcr das volkfi 
f<;Uviichc fiirflen verchrung nicht 2U hoch fteigen zu lalTen, &c. 
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bn the brethren in order to examine their papers or 
journals, and receive their complaints.—Thefe Plenipo^ 
tentiaries, prefenting thenifelves in the name of the 
high Superiors, may corredl many faults, and boldly 
fiipprefs abufes which the Prefers had not the courage 
to reform, though ready to enforce the commands of 
the vifitor. 

XXIL If our Order cannpt eftablifh itfelf in any 
particular place with all the forms and regular pro- 
grefs of our degrees, fonie other for 7 n miiji be ajfiimed. 
Always have the ohjeii in view; that is the ejfential 
point. No matter what, the cloak may be, provided you 
fucceed ; a cloak is hovjever ahvays necejfary^ for in fe- 
crecy our Jirength principally liesP 

XXITI. For this reafon we fhould always conceal 
ourfelves under the name of fome other aifociationi 
The inferior lodges of Freemasonry are the moji con* 
venient cloaks for our grand objeft, (das fchickliche kleid 
fur iinfere hohere zivecke) the world is already 

familiarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or 
worthy of their attention can fpring from Mafonry.-- 
The name of a literary fociety is alfo a proper malk 
for our firft clafles. Under fuch a malk, fliould our. 
aflcmblies be difcovered, we m^ confidently alfert,* 
that the reafon of oiir holding lecret aflemblies was 
partly to give a greater intereft: and charm to onf 
purfuits; partly to keep off the crowd, and not to ex- 
pofe ourfelves to the bantering and jealbiify of others; 
in fhort to hide the weaknefs of an aflbciation as yet 
but in its infiincy.’^ 

XXIV. It is of the utmofl; importance for us to 
ftudy the conftitutions of other fecret focieties and to 
govern them. The Regent is even bound, after hav¬ 
ing obtained leave of his fuperiors, to gain admit¬ 
tance into ihofe focieties, but he miift not undertake 
too many engagements. This is an additional reafoii 
why our Order fliould remain fecret.^^ 

XXV. The higher degrees mnft always be hidden 
from- the lower. A pcrfon 7 nore willingly receives or*- 
ders from a Jb'anger than frorn men in whom he gradti^ 
ally difcovers a mnltitnde of defeds. By this precaution 
one may keep the inferior in a more proper awe ; for 
they naturally pay greater attention to their behaviour 
when they think themfclves furrounded by perfoils^ 
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who are obferving them; at firft, their virtue may be 
the efFc:( 5 l of conilraint, bur cuilom will foon make it 
habitual/^ 

XXVI. Never lofe fight of the military fchools, 
of the academies, printing preffes, libraries, cathedral 
chapters, or any public ellablilliments that can intlu- 
ehcc education or government. Let o.nr Regents per¬ 
petually attend to the varioivs means, and form plans 
for making u* mafters of all thefe eflablifhments/^* 

XXVil. In general, and independent of their par> 
ticuiar employment, the grand objeft of our Regents 
inufl be an habitual and conftant application to every, 
thing which can in any way add to the perfe.dion and 
to the power of our Order, tliat it.may become,fox 
future ages the mofl: perfe^a: model of government 
that can eiiter the mkid of man or in other words, 
that it may be hereafter faid, fiich was the famous aft 
fociation which, by perpetually perfefting its laws and 
governments, at length taught mankind to caft ofF 
every law and every government* It would be ufejefs 
for me to .think of adducing farther proofs to demon-t 
ftrate that fuch is the real objeft of the pretended per¬ 
fection of Illuminifm. The myfteries of the SeCt have 
been too clearly laid open for us to harbour the fmai- 
left doubt of their intention. But to acquire this per¬ 
fection and power for the SeCt, WeilTiaupt has model¬ 
led ftill farther laws for his Regents, according to 
the difFetent offices they hold in the Hierarchy of the 
Order.f 

^ Militair^fchulen, acadeitilen, Buclidruckf:reycnj Buchladen, Dom^ 
capitel, und alles was ein einflufs auf bildung und regierung hat, niufs 
Tiie RUs den augen gelaflen v/erdeii; imd die Regenten follen unaiif- 
horlich plane entwerfen, wie man es anfangen koyne, uber diefelben 
gewalt zu bekommen. 

f For the whole of the Second Part of this Chapter fee the InftrtiSIv.n 
li for toe D^^rec of Regent^ of which it is nearly a litoral tranflatloii. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Continiiatlfm of the Tn/trudions on the Government of 
the Illitminees---Lavjs for the Local Superiors. 

G reat as the authority of the Major lUuminees 
over the Minerval Academies may appear at firfl:' 
fight, no perfon of the preparatory clafs is in faft en- 
trufied with any real authority. Even the Scotch^ 
Knight ill his intermediary clafs does not enjoy any. 
The Order recognizes as real Superiors none but thofc 
who have been initiated into the clafs of the Myfte- 
ries. Even in that clafs the adept mull: have attained 
the degree of Regent before he can be named Prefeft' 
for the Scotch Knights, or Dean of his diftrift, Thofc 
are the firft two offices which the Order confiders as 
having any real authority over the Brethren. 

Though the Code exprefsly declares, that each 
Superior fiiall find in his inflruftions the refpedive 
laws concerning his particular duty, it certainly con¬ 
tains none for the office of Dean. A lingle Chapter 
is indeed to be found in the Code on his eleftion and 
confecration. On the firft eftabliftiment of a new dlf- 
trift he is elefted by the Provincial; but on his depo- 
fition or death the Epopts aflemble and choofe a 
fucceflbr by the plurality of votes, the Provincial only 
having the right of confirming fiich an eleftion. With 
regard to what the Code terms his confecration (Weu 
bung des decaniJ it is generally performed by what 
is called a Plenipotentiary, and in a fort of barbarous 
Latin, extremely inelegant. Were not the impiety of 
it as abominable as the ceremonial is low, it might 
form an excellent feene for the theatres of Bartholo¬ 
mew fair. The llliiminizing Legiflator, a very inferior 
copyift of Moliere^s Malade Imaginaire^ ridicules St. 
Paul, Mofes, and all religious ceremonies, as Moliere 
did the quack difciples of Hippocrates. Little wit is 
required to feoff at religious rites, and yet our Legif¬ 
lator has only fiicceecled in being difguftingly impious. 
Such turpitude is not woithy our notice, for none but 
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; Epopts can admire it; this neverthelefs is all the infor¬ 
mation the Code can give us refpecling the Dean.* 

* Should any adept wifh for a fpecimen of this mlferable 
farce, let hini figure to himfelf an afTembly of Epopts in their 
facerdotal habits. The delegate opens the piece by Domine 
aperi os meum : The two Affiftants repeat the fame— I'he 
Plenipotenilary Fili mi quid poflulas ? The Delegate Ut Deus 
et Superiores noflri concedant nobis Decanum hunc quern ad 
te duco.— Plentp^ Habetif decretum ?—Habemus—Legatur—- 
Communi xoto atque confenfu fuperiorum elegimus nobis in 
Decanum Fratrem N. N. Prefbiterum Nolirae Provincice, 
Majoris Ordinis verum atque priidentem hofpitalem, mori- 
bus ornatum, fapientem, illuminatum et manfuetum, Deo et 
fuperioribus noftris per omnia placentemque ad Celfitudinis 
veftrae dignitatem adducere, quatenus autore Domino nobis, 
velut idoneus Decanus prae-efTe valeat .ut prodefle, nofque fub^ 
ejus fapienti regimine in fecuritate ac quiete magnis fcentiis 
aliifque operibus curare poflimus— Plenip. DifpofuifH domqi 
tux ?—The Ele^ Difpofui—Nofti quanta fit Decani cura et 
qua poena iniligantur infideles et Delatores ?^Duce me Dp- 
raine—Ego auftoritate fuperiorum indudtus firmiter fub inter- 
minatione anathematis, inhibeo tibi, ne quid de feientiis oc-^ 
cultis, vel fecreta tibi revelanda abducas, fuxripias, vel alicui 
profano commonices. Si tu autem aliquid attentare praefura- 
feris, maledi<Sus eris in domo et extra domum, maledic5lus in 
civitate et in agro, maledi(5lus vigilando et dormiendo, m?»- 
kdidtus manducando ct bibendo, maledidus ambulaado et 
fedendo, maledidla erunt caro et offa, et fanitatcni non habebis 
a planta pedis ufque- ad verticem. Veniat tunc fuper te 
malediiflio quam per Moyfen in lege lilio iniquitatis Domhms. * 
promifit, Deleatur nornen. luum in libro viventium, et cum 
judis non amplius fcribaiur, hat pars et hereditas tiia cum Cain 
fratricide, cum Dathan et Abiron, cum Anania et Saphira, 
cum Simone Mago et Juda proditore. Vide eigo ne quid 
feceris, quo anathema .mereris..— Here follow the impofition of 
hanch^ tin exhortailons y and the benedi^ionsy all in Latin,. The 
Officiatory extending his hands again on the head of the Electy, 
terminates the ceremony with the following words Sicut ros 
Hermon qui defeendit in montem Sion, lie defeendat fuper te 
Dei fumm® fapientije benedidio (fee the lajl works of ^par^ 
tacus—Nachricht von IFeihung cities Decani.) What execrable 
impiety muft the Se<^,have infufed into its Epopts to exped 
that fuch an impious deriflon of the Scriptures and of the 
mofl: facred rights could give them pleafure ? Let not thn. 

Yah IIL F f 2 
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“ The fame cannot be faid of riie inftniAions for the 
Prefids* Thefe Local Superiors may have as many as 
eight Lodges at a time under tlieir command, partly 
Miriep^al, and partly Mafonic. The Prefeft is the firll 
Regent within his prefecture,, and has the direction of 
* all that part of the Order (tiled in tlie Code the lovjer 
ffart of the edifice*^ All the ^dbiis Licets of his diftriCl 
pafs through his hands. He opens thofe of the Scotch 
Knigius, and the Solis of the Novices and Minervals ; 
but every thing elfe he tranfmits to the higher Su¬ 
periors. When he founds new Lodges, or receive 
new Brethren, he gives the new Geographical names 
and Charaderiflics y which he feleCts from the lift that 
he has received from the Provincial. He makes a ge¬ 
neral report to the Provincial of every thing that has 
' happened within his prefecture once a month ; and 
every three months tranfmits the reverfal letters, the 
tablets fent by the Scrutators with notes on their politu 
cal and iVtoral conduct, and an exaCt return of the (late 
of the funds belonging to each Lodge. He decides 
on the promotion of the Brethren ag far as Scotch 
Knight, but can confer the latter degree only with the 
conlent of the Provincial.—He has the right once a 
year of commanding all the adepts under his direction 
^ 'lo return whatever writings the Order may have en- 
trufted them with—He returns them to thofe on whofc 
.fidelity he has reafqn to rely, but not to thofe 'wimn 
he may have any renfen to jufpedy or 'wbo- are intend^ 
ed to be difiniffed*^ 

The foundation of the Edifice refts folely on the 
vigilance, experience, and zeal of the PrefcCl.—And 
it was to the direction of their conduCt in every part 
of the Government that Weilhaupt dedicated his lef- 
ibns under the following heads 1 . Preparatiotu — 11 . 
Tuition of tjye PupilsSpirit or love of the‘Order. 
—IV. Subordinaiion.-^-T. Each of thefe aiti- 

cles contains a cloud of thofe artifices which the rea¬ 
der has feen interfperfed in clivers parts of the Code, 
but which now become the peculiar lludy of the Pre- 

• ' I 

reader think that I have exaggerated this barbarous can^. 
The whole ceremony is a buffoonery of the Joweft clafs. Ina-. 
piety depraves every thing, even the tafie for literature. " 

Icflra^flicns C for the Regents, and No. i—X. 
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fedl. I lliall only extraft the moft ftriking, or thofe 
on which the Legiflator particularly infifts; fuch, for 
example, as. the following, to be found in the firlt 
pages of the head Prepmition, 

Our ftrength chiefly confifls in numbers; but 
much will alfo depend on the means employed to form 
the pupil—Young people are pliant and eafily take the 
impreffion.—The Prefeft will therefore fpare no 
pains to gain pofieffion of the Schools which lie 
" within his dUlrift, and alfo of their teachers. He 
will find means of placing them under the tuition 
of members of our Order ; for this is tht true me* 
thod of infufing our principles and of training our 
young men : it is thus that the moft ingenious men 
are prepared to labour for us and are brought into 
^ difeipline \ and thus the affeftion conceived by our 
young pupils for the Order, will gain as deep root 
as do all other early impreffions.^^ 

Under th^ fame head are to be found inftruftions 
for the Prefed equally curious, on the propagation 
of the Order. 

When a new colony is to be founded, begin by 
^ choofing a bold and enterprifing. adept entirely de- 
voted to the Order. Send him fome time before- 
hand to live on the fpot where you intend making 
the new eftablifliment.” 

Before ypu pi^oceed to people the extremities, be* 
^ by making your ground good at the centre.” 

“ Your next objeft rauft be, to gain over fuch 
^ perfons as are coaftant refidents, as Merchants and 
Canons?^ 

Such mifiions fhonld only be entrufted to brethren 
of independent fortune^ and who would occafion no 
expence to the Order; for thougli all the brethren 
are entitled to fuccour when in real want, yet thofe 
of one province are as fcldom as poftible to be an 
cxpence to the neighbouring ones. Nor are the 
other diftrids by any means to be made acquainted 
with the weaknefs of the Order in yours. Befidcs, 
the funds muft find a fufficiency to fuccour thofe of 
the Minerval fchool who may ftand in need of it, 
that our promifes in their cafe may be performed.” 

You will not feek to extend yourfclr till you have 
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confolidated your eftablifliment in the capital of 
your diftricl.’^ 

" You will feripufly examine and c^iitioufly felefl 
from the brethren thofe who are the inoft able to un¬ 
dertake fuch a* miflion.—You will next confider whe¬ 
ther it will be proper to begin your eftablifhment by 
a Mlnerval church or a Malbnic lodge 

Pay moil particular attention to the man whom 
you place at the head of the new colony ; obfcrv« 
whether he is courageous, zealous, prudent, exa<ft, and 
punftual ; whether fitted for the forming new adepts 
Mdiethcr he enjoys a good reputation or is mudi con- 
fidered ; whether he is a man of bufinefs and capable 
of a ferious and conftant application : in fliort, whe¬ 
ther he has all the neceflary qualifications for an un¬ 
dertaking of fuch high importance.” 

Confider alfo the locality. Is the place propofed 
near to or dillant from the capital of your diftrift ?— 
Is it a dangerous or fafe lituation for fuch an under- 
jtaking ?—Is it great or fmajl, more or lefs populous ? 
—By what means can you beft fucceed, and which can 
l>e eafieft employed ?--What time would be reqnifite 
for the perfefting of fuch an eftablifliment ?—To what 
perfons can you apply on firft fetting off?—If your 
firft applications be ill made, all future attempts will 
be fruitlefs.—What pretence or what name is to be 
afliimed ?—How is the pew colony to be fubordinated 
or co-ordinated ? that is to fay, what fuperiors (hall it 
be under, and with what lodges fliall it correfpond 

When you fliall have acquired fiiifficienr ftrength 
in your new colony, and particularly if our brethren 
enjoy the firft dignities of the ftate, if they may freely 
and openly fliow themfelves formidable to their oppo¬ 
nents, and make tliem feel the painful confeqiiences of 
counteracling the views of the Order ; if you have 
wherewith to fatisfy the wants of die bretliren ; if, fo 
far from' having to fear from the government, the 
Order directs thofe who hold the reins—Then be af- 
fured that we fliall not be wanting in numbers or in 
tiie choice of adepts; we fliall foon have more than 
' we have occafion for. I cannot too Jlrorigly recommend 
this method of proceedings^ 

If it be’necefiary for us to be mafters of the or- 
dinary fchools, of how much more importance will 
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it he to gain over the ecclefiaJHcal feminaries and their 
fuperiors I With them we gain over the chief part 
of the country ; we acquire the fupport of the greatejt 
enemies to innovation ; and the grmid point of all isy 
" that through the clergy we become ?n(tfiers of the muU 
die ajtd lower clajfes of the people.^^ • 

But remember, that great caution is ncceflary 
with the Ecclefiaftics* Thefe gentlemen are gcne- 
rally either too free or too fcrupulous; and thofe 
who are too free have feldom any morals.^’ TlW 
legiflator then proceeds to the exclulion of the reli-* 
gious, and tells the Infinuator to avoid the Jefuits asf 
he would the plague. * 

While perufing thefe laws, I fuppofe the reader 
makes nearly the faiiie reflexions which I am temptect 
every inftant to commit to paper.—Should the follow¬ 
ing article ever meet the eye of a Prince, it will give 
him ample room for refleftion. 

When the PrefcX fhall have gradually fucceeded' 
in placing the moft zealous members of the Order 
in the councils and offices under the Prince, he will 
have arrived at the full extent of his conunifli6iu 
“ He will have done much more than if he had iiiitia* 
ted the Prince himfelf.’^* 

In general, Princes are net to be admitted into 
the Order, and even thofe who are received are fel- 
dom to be permitted to rife above the degree of 
Scott*/; Kriighf.^^ 

After what ha'h been feen of this degree and thofd 
that precede, it is rather extraordinary that Wcifliaiipt 
fliould deign to grant admiflion to Princes; for he did 
not wait for this degree before he clearly infiniiated 
his plans. Princes, at leaf!:, who had not fiirmifed 
them before their admiflion to that degree muft have 
been void of penetration indeed. What hopes theri 
could the legillaror entertain of their not perceiving 
his plots agaiiift all legitimate authority? His conli- 
dential letters will explain the enigma Brethren,’* 
he writes to his Areopagites, you will take care to 
have the following correXions made before you 

^ Kann der Prafedt die fiirftlichen Dicafterien und Rathe nach und 
nach mit eifrigen ordens-mit-gliedern befetzen, fo hat er alles gethan< 
was er thun konte. Es ill mehr, ala wenn cr den f urflen felbft aiit* 
genommen hiitte. 
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(how the conftitutions of our degrees to the EleAoi**' 
—In the degree of Minor Illuminee m place of thc> 
words imbecile Monks fay imbecile men —In the de- 
gree of Major Illuminee blot out the words Priejls 
md Princes are hi our ivay. With refpe<^ to the 
degree of Priejl fliow no part of it excepting the 
difcoiirfi on fciences^ and read that over carefully left 
any allufion or reference to any other part of the , Je- 
gree Jljould rewainP^ Thefe correftions he^n to 
clear the enigma; a more infidious expedient wdl veil 
his plots in complete darknefs. ^ I meanf fays Weit 
haupt when fpeaking to the Areopagites of the infe¬ 
rior degrees, to revife the ^vhole fyjiemP Then, 
attributing to the Jefuits his own iniinorality, he fays, 
I mean that it fhould be a complete Jefuitical piece 5 
not afingle word fliall be found in it that can in any 
way be cavilled at by religious or political govern^ 
nients. Let ns aft with caution ; do nothing with- 
out a reafop ; things muft be prepared and brought 
on ftep by ftep.^T The adept who has given us the 
moft complete-and candid account of the degrees of 
Illuminifm aftures us, that he had feen a difeourfe for 
the degree of Epopt in which every thing refpefting 
religion and government was omitted4 * 

Here then we find Weifiiaupt not only correfting 
but even forming fiftitions degrees to dupe the prince¬ 
ly adept, and to perfuade him that the dark and myf* 
terious recelfes of the hireling crew have been laid 
open to him, while the real adept fmiles at his cre- 
.dulity. Such artifice certainly aggravates Weifhaupt^s 
criminality. But will that excufe the princely adept ? 
Notwithftanding the veil artfully thrown over the im¬ 
pious and feditious principles of the feft, did he not 
begin by fwearing obedience and proteciion to the Or¬ 
der? His court foon fwarms with Illuniinees; he^thinks 
he reigns over them, but is no more than their ftately 
captive. And fliould he fall their viftim, will it not 
be faid that he met with his juft fate ? What ftrange 
madnefs can induce Princes to inferibe their names on 
the regifters of fecret focieties! Have they not duties 
to fulfil towards the public ? On what right can their 

» Orig. Writ. Vol. II. ad Jan. 1785. 

J Ibid.—Weifbaupt’s Let. 15th March, 1781. 

Gefcbichte dcr illumin. Grad. Page 6 $» 
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baths of fubmiffipn and proteftion be grounded, fwqrii 
in the recefles of fccretc lodges, to men who hide them* 
felves from public view; when their labours, cares, and 
protefting power, are to extend oyer the whole ftate 
and to all its citizens? Dn the throne, .or with preten- 
ftons to it, do they not degradingly fwear obedieiica 
and proteftioti to Mailers of Lodges h iBy what right 
will they promulgate laws emanating from lodges? 
^hen tlieir-fabjefts fwore allegiance and fidelity to 
them> did thqfe .fubjeds exped to be governed by,, a 
fiave, or be fubjeded to laws proclaimed indeed by, 
their Prince, but efidated by fonie Majler lHuminee or 
Koficruciah ? And ye, magiftrates of the people, who. 
are to fit In judgment over the mutual and difputed 
claims of the citizens in general) what confidence.can 
be placed in you after you have fworri obedience, and. 
protedion to this illuminizing fed, even in adions juftiA 
or unjiiji ? Such refiedions will rife refulgent from 
the page of hiftory 5 and would to God that the Revo¬ 
lution had not already indelibly engraved them L. , , 
If ever felf-love fiiould have direded the adions of 
men, and fupplied the place of nobler motives, the. 
princely dupe will have found amplfe matter* in the 
laws of illuminifm to ftimulate his, when he but calls 
his eye on they following article contained in the in- 
ftrudions for the Prefeds, ‘ or local Superiors, under, 
die head formation \of pupils: What will numhers 
avail us, if unity and fimilarity of fentiment do not 
prevail ?-*A/b ratik, no Jiate of life, can difpenje the bre¬ 
thren from our labours or our trials* To accuftoin 
them to defpife all diflindions, and to view the \vorid 
and human nature in the grand fcale, the Prefed fliall 
carefully colled all the anecdotes he caii) remarkable 
either for their geiierofity or nieannefs) not regardiilg 
to whom they relate Whether Princes or CitiZeli^) rich 
or poor* .He, will tranfmit them to the Maflers of the 
Minervals; and thefe will expofe them in a proper 
maimer to their pupils. They will not forget to give 
the name of the Prince or great perfonage, though 
the trait fiiould diflionour him ; for,” fays the Code, 
every member mull be made fenfible, that we difiri- 
bute impartial jufticC) and that among us the wicked 
man upon the throne is called a villain (ein feburk^ 
YoL. HI. G g 
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heifl) juft as fi-eely, if rtbt more To, than the criminal 
" wlid H'b^irig led the‘galtows.^^ 

Uiider the fafne? head \ve may obfefvc another arti¬ 
cle remarkable ehbngh, on the means of rendering tfr6 
language of the adepts more Uniform vi^heh l][je' 3 cing; 
before any of the Order, or of fads relatihg tb it. 

On thefe occaiiohs the Prefeft will take c^*e fecretly^ 
to inftriift the l 6 n.vdr Superiors in what ftyle they are to 
bold , forth, what ideas to propagate, and in What thaiv 
lier thHy fliould hiake their pupils fpeak* "Hence 
" the pupils will coriffantly accord themfelves in every 
thing, whether in language or aftiqn; with the Su- 
^ periors, though their motives may be unknown to 
them. By thefe means we ftiall all tend, towards 
" the fame objd(S; the young adepts will accuftoin 
" themfelves to' fearch and dive into the intentions of 
" the Order; to refrain from a;fting, or to be filcnt on 
all^ doubtful occafions, till they have received the 
" advice or orders of their Superior as to what they 
" ought to do Qi* fay.^^ . 

Under the head Love of Spirit of the Order^ the Pre- 
fecS is inftrufted, that fuch Love or Sptrit '^Mxo be in-^ 
firfed by defcanting on the beauty and importance of 
the objeft of the Seft, the integrity of its member^, 
the gi'eatUefs and certainty of its means, the utility of 
the inftrirftion iniparted, and fccurity pomifed to all 
its pupils fay the Order.—This Love will always be 
prbpdrtionate to the certainty of bem^ happy vohile at* 
f ached to the Ordery and of finding red happinefs in no 
6 ther place. To ftiraulate it, he 7 mtjl alvjdyS feed them 
vfith the hopes of nev) difeoveries more and mote impor* 
ian\t and, left thdr zeal fhould dimlnifh, " try to beep 
our pupils confidntly occupied with ohjeds fektihg tof 
the Order ; tnake it their favoiite pirfitit,d,^pt what 
the Roman Catholic Church does to make its rejigion 
familiar to its followers, how it keeps their attention 
incehintly towards it; niodel yourfelf by * that.—It 
would be impoffible to forefee all cafes and lay dowl 5 
rules for themLet it then be the coilllant ftudy of 
the Prefects and other Superiors to prepare themfelves 
for Liiiforefeen events—Let theni propofe and diflribute 
prizes for the beft compofitions 'on fuch cafes. Perpe¬ 
tual vigilance will render it impoffible fol* the edihee 
not foonei* or later to fuccCed, and to take a proper 
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c^iflftency accord!^ to .tlie local circupijftances. 
hort the Brethren to complacency^ .beneficence, aqd g^-. 
nerofity towards.each,othor and tpwmls the Or 
The nexf jarticle treats of Ohe-dicnce., [ Here the Pre- 
fe <4 is informed; That flioujd hej^ve ^een dhigeijf 
and fuccefsful in imprefllng the yo^ng pupils with .the 
graiideur pf ^e views, of the will cbubtlef^ 

pbey the 5 imcriors with pleafuro., JJow can they 
otfierwife than fubwiit. themfelV.es to be conduced by 
Superiors who have fo carefully gipdj^d them hitherto, 
wbo contributed fo much to their prefeut happinefs, 
^id who promife to perpetuate it in fptpre ? May the 
man who is not tp.be enticed,iiUojobedience by .fiiph 
advantages'be rye(^ed from among us 5 let him be . cafi 
out from the jpeiety of the eleB / .The Tpirit of, obedi¬ 
ence is to be .nipr.e particularly infufei by )ex/iniple and 
inftiai6lion--;*by the conviflibn, that obey .opr .Sppqri-. 
prs.is. in ffa(S^only fulfhling our ^ovyii iuclinadoii--by-the 
gradual progrefs of the degrees-^-by the hopes-.'of 
covering more important truths-.-by fear prppady 
. paged^-by honours, rewards^ . and granted 

\o the dpcilef-by. contempt caft ,on the .ftubhorn-rrby 
avoiding ffanailiarity with the infenars-.-r-bytfe e^^nir 
plary;.punifl>n3ent of the rebellious—by the felecivou pf' 
thofe whom we Jenow to berdevpted., jto us and ready 
tp .ej^ecnce all ;our ,cominands---by a" particular ,pttenr 
don to ^be ^ifus.Licets whereby we. may fee hoy/Tar 
the Orders .of the. Superiors lmve.becnjsxecuted-;-.r.-aild 
by the ppnftuali^ .of the inlenuedl^ry Superiors 
fending th^Jaikts or reports refpeftingtlieir jnfadors- 
fhe finore -particular thefi tablets are^ the better,they, 
be ; for .it is on .them timt all the opsratioiu o fJhe.Oqkr 
are grounded, it fs by their ’means that ithe prpgr^p 
'and numbei* of the Brethren is to .be .known^; that die 
ftrength or weaknels of the machine, and the propor¬ 
tion and adbefion of all its parts is to be catidated, 
and that the ..promotion of the brethren, the merits 
and demerits of the affemblies, of thCrLodgcs, and.oF 
their Superiors, is to be judged. .1 

\^hen treating qf'Sea^’cy/^^tbe Prefefl; is informed, 
tliat this is the moji ejfential article ; and it is on that 
account .that even in countries where the .Scd tii^y 
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have acquired fufficieW power to throw off the mafk, 
it is to remain veiled in dafknef?/* 

^ The Prefeft is always to hide with dexterity the 
^eal object of his views according to local circumfl:^-^ 
ces.^ Let him agree with the Provincial on. what ihape 
He fhall affumc to conceal the Oi'der.—As. in the re¬ 
ligious inftitutions of the Roman ChurcH, where reli-^ 
gibn, alas I is bht a pretext; exaftly fo, only in a 
ftdblcr manner^'^^Muji ive etmrdp our Order in the forms 
of a mercantile'fociet}\ or foirko^ other exterior of, a 
milar nature . , . ' 

'lo vain would .the reader alk me, whence the Illun 
tnihizecl .Qode had'taken the idea bf Religion being 
onlyj'a pretexLior.y^ht rtXxgiom inftitutions in- the Ca-s 
thqlic'Church.. It' has not come to my knowledge, 
that the moft barefaced Sophifters-have ever advanced 
a calumny of this fort. I have feeh. the religious'foun¬ 
ders, ftich as St. Francis/ St. Benedift, or St.'Bafil, and 
bthet founders of orders, delcribcd by the‘Sophifters 
fuperftitious enthuflafts.;. But even ainbng the apoC 
fates who^uuft haVe been-acquainted with; the Orders 
they had' lived in, we have never liea.rd^ one pretend! 
that‘Religion Was only a either for the inftitu- 

tfon they "abandoned, or For their ancient brethrdi! 
Dld/any of them ever aflert, that ambition, avaricei 
of any pretext befides .Religion, btid'given rife to the 
foundation of the Order qf the Capuchins, Friars, Be- 
hediftines, or Carmelites, and of fo many other con- 
VerilS^'‘de.ftined for men or women ? This, however, 
,is not a calumny originating with Weifliaupt; it is not 
to be found in his inftruftions fent to^ Knigge, and on 
ivhich the latter formed the Code of for the 
Regents and Local Superiors, though he fubjoined ma¬ 
ny of his own ideas. Kuigge was totally ignorant of 
every thiiig relating to religious Orders. Weiflaaupt 
was born a Roman Catholic, and might indeed, in hif 
impietyi have repeated the ideas of many appftate 
Sophifters, or have left this ftrange epmparifon of his 
illiiminifm with the religious inftitiites, fince it was in 
the Code : but I fhould be truly fiirprized were I 
to find that it was a calumny of his invention. He 
knew too well how much he ftood in need of davk^ 
nefs to envelope liis defigns; and he aMb knew, that 
in the Rom-^n Catholic Church no religious inftitute 
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was adopted, until; it had been made public and exain- 
iiied by the conftitiited authorities. 

After this abfurd calumny follows a recapitulation 
of every thing we have already expofed to our readers.- 
lit the "tirft Chapters* of this Volume, on the nccefEty 
of hiding the proceedings and even the very exiftence 
of the^ Lodges.- But I find the following additions iii 
this* place. ■ ' , " ^ .1 

- ^ Left the number of the Brethren fliould expofe 

them to difeovery, by their aflrmblies being too nu¬ 
merous, the Prereft will take care that no more than 
ten members fhall afTembleMn the fame Mhierval 
Church.** ' - . 

- Should any place contain, a greater number of 
‘pupilsy the Lodges muft be multiplied, or different 
days of affembly muft be affighed, that all may not 
meet at once ; and fliould there be feveral Minerval 
Churches in the fame^ town, the Prefeft will take 
care that thofe of one Lodge fliall know nothing 
of the others.” For the better direftion of the low- 

pr part of the edifice, be will obferve the follow¬ 
ing rules—He is to nominate the Magiftrates of the 
Mlnervals ; but the chief of thefe Magiftrates can only 
be named with the confent of the Provincial. He will 
be refponlible for thofe-he names.—He will overlook 
the Mafonic and Minerval Lodges, to fee that eve^ 
thing is regularly and punftually executed. He will 
not permit any difeourfes to be delivered there which 
may give any ftrong fufpicions of what is contriving 
againft Religion, the ftate, or morals.—He will fuffei* 
no Brother to be advanced to the higher degrees be- 
foi-e he has acquired the requifite qualities and princi¬ 
ples ; on this point, fays the Code, he cannot carry his 
precautions, anxiety^ and fcmpulofity too far. 

It;^has already been ftated in the rules, that per- 
foils not belonging to the Order may be received into 
the Mafonic Lodges of Illuniinifm,—The Prefeft will 
carefully watch left any of thefe ftrangers fliould take 
the lead in the Lodges.—They fliould as far as poffible 
be honeft men, fedate, and quiet • but by fome means 
or other they fliould be made iifeful to the Order,— 

Without leave of the Provincial, the Prefeft fliall hold 
no correfpondence on matters relating to the Order 
with any perfon out of his province—as his peculiar 
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objeft will be, to watch over aiKl ;l;o’inflruft tfec Supe¬ 
riors of the Miherval and ^lafpnic Lodges,^ he will 
recourfe to the Provincial in ^H. doubtful cafes 
of any importalice* ■ 

Let the Brefe^Jl make himfelf perfeA Jinaft^r of 
tbefe rules; let him follow t^hem .with preoifion; let 
him always attend to the whole of^j^he objeft ^ lethTO 
take care that each one may attend to hi^ 
nvithe?: inore 'nor,^ft thnn the kw r^qtiir^s ^ and \\c will 
find in this inflruftipn all that is necc^lfary for tb-e Viegu^ 
lotion of his condud/^ . ■ / '** 

. Such is the .promise which termin^es. tl>€ Jaws for 
the Prefed of Iliuminifm. The five articles 
of in tliefe regulations are ^prefaced by a £ar .;more 
pompous promifei^ ,,ff, If, it is ^d ,,wp baiVC fcxadly 
forefeen every thing rdating .to 
nothing will;be impoffible fpT us rV W' 

^^der the ^ ^ c U fu . ../k) 

*•’ if * IT ‘ ^ 's; ■? , ^ >> 

* Ift nun in diefen fiinf ftuckcnalles .gclicwg Morgt, to iftjin iedefH 
lahde unter^der fortfie hiflits Uiifn^glich--.-^^The this -Chijrter 

is-^ejctrided from -the InllrlkStite ’C fi)V.^fe'>Prefd<^j from 

,, * «•< rf iv^ f 'iim 

J . ‘iji: . > -uJ . • "I'^i 

ih ; 1 / I >1^ jr' . » o . • i i rr; -jd 

..y- . . ' 'i^rrr od 

V j . i 11 , i }. n I .. ^ - 
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I •* * ) ' ' ' Jl' *■%> ' *’ * 

. yf. :f 

CHAP. xvir. 

hiJirii^iqfU for the- Brovimial^ ., 

B \ far the greater part of the code of laws which 
has juft been laid before the reader as relating 
Co the Kegents. mdi Prefers of the Illuminees, wa^ 
Originally Wi*itten by Weifhaupt for the inftruftlon of 
his,Provincials.' This is evident from the firft digeft 
df thefe laws, as they appear in the fecond part of the 
feepnd volume of the Origyial Writings of the.Seft,' 
from page 17 to 43. It is even one of thofe parts 
which Knigge looked upon as a mafter-piece of poli-^ 
tics.’^ So replete with artifice did he tliink it, that he 
deemed it a pity to circuraferibe the knowledge of it 
to the provincials alone. The reader has fecn what 
ufe he has made of them, thoroughly perfuaded that 
the Regents in general, and particularly the Local Su¬ 
periors, Could greatly benefit the Order by attending 
to them. The Areopagltes and General confented to 
thefe new difpofitions; but the following part of this 
chapter remained appropriated to the Provincials. 

I. The Provincial fliall make himfclf perfeft maf- 
ter of the whole conftitution of the Order.—Tlie fyf- 
tem of it Ihould be as familiar to him as if he had 
invented it.'^ 

II. As a guide for all his aftions, he fhall adopt 
the whole government and the inftru(ftions already 
laid down for the Regents and Local Superiors, not 
neglefting a fingle rule.” 

III. The Provincial (hall be chofen by‘'the Regents 
of his Province, and be confirmed by the National Su¬ 
perior .... .f The high Superiors (the Areopag^ 
and General) have the power of depofing hini.’^ 

IV. He Ihall be a native of, or at. le.aft be tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with the province 'under his'in- 
fpeftion.” ' ' 

V. He fhall be engaged as little as pollibje in 

* See his laft Obfervations. ' ! . . 

f There is an omifiion in the copy from which thefe rules have been 
printed, which makes part of this article unintelligible. 
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public concenis, or in any other enterprize, that h«! 
may dcVote all his rime to the Order.’^ 

VL He /hall ajftime the- character of a man retired 
from the vjorld, and vjho only feeks reJtJ* 

VIL He lliall fix his refidence as nearly as poffi-* 
ble in the centre of his proviricey the better to watch 
over the different diftriifts.” 

VIIL On his being ^ named Provincial, he fliall 
leave his former charafteriftlc, and afllime that which 
the high Superiors fhall give him.—Tlie fame Supe¬ 
riors will fend him the imprefllon of the feal he is tb* 
bear, and he will wear it engraved on his ring.” 

IX. The archives of the province, which the Re¬ 
gents will have taken care to feal up and carry away, 
on the deraife of his predecellbr, ai*e to be entrufted 
to him on his nomination.^^ 

X. The Provincial will monthly tranfmit the ge-- 
neral report of his province to the National Infpe^tor 
immediately over him. As he himfclf only receives 
the reports of the Local Superiors a fortnight after 
the month is up, he wilt neceffarily be always a month 
behind-hand, making, for example, the report of May 
about the end of June, and fo on. This report will 
be fubdivided into as many parts as he has Prefects 
under his infpeftion. He will carefully note every 
thing of confequence that has happened in any of the 
fchools or lodges: alfo the names, ages, country, 
tion in life, and the date of the reverfal letters^ of each 
new adept; the high fuperiors wilting to have no fur¬ 
ther information concerning the new adepts until they' 
come to the clafs of Regent, iinlefe on fome particular, 
occafion.^^ 

XI. Befidcs this monthly report, he is to apply to 
the National Superior in all extraordinary cafes which 
are not left to his decifion. He is alfo to fend in his 
perfonal tablets every three months; and he will un¬ 
dertake no political enterprize without having firft 
confulted.” 

XIL He has nothing to do with the other Provin¬ 
cials. Let things go on well or ill in a neighbouring 
province, it is no bufmefs of his. If he wilhes to alk 
any thing of the other Provincials, let him apply to the 
National Inlpeftor.” 
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Xin. If be has any complaint to make againfl: the 
Infpedor, he will direft his letter Soli or PrinioP 
•. XIV.. All the Regents of the province are his 
Goiinfellors • they are to fecond and help him in all his 
etiterprizes. , If it be convenient to him, he fliould 
have two of them near his perfon, to ferve him as 
fecretaries.’^ 

XV. He confirms the nominations of all the Su¬ 
periors of the inferior degrees. He alfo names the 
Prefers, hut they mud be approved by the Diredor, 
who can refufe his fanSion.^^ 

XVI. He has a right to fend the brethren who nre 
pcnfioned by tlie Order, and to employ them in thofe 
parts of the province where he may think them mod 
ufeful.’^ 

XVII. and XVIII. He tranfmks the charafteridks 
of the brethren and geographical names of the lodges 
to the Prefefts, as he receives them from the high Su¬ 
periors.’^ 

P XIX. He is alfo to fend the names of the excluded 
brethren, that an exadl lid may be preferved in all the 
afferablies.” 

XX. When he has any reprimand to make to a 
Brother, whom it may be dangerous to offend, he will 
alfume an unknown hand, and the fignature of Bafyle. 
This name, which no Member of the Order bears, is 
peculiarly preferved for that objeft. 

XXI. He will fometimes write to the Inferior de¬ 
grees ; aiid on the propofition of the Epopts he will 
decide what books are to be put into the hands of the 
young adepts according to the degrees they are in.— 
He is as much as pollible to promote libraries, cabinets 
of natural philofophy, Miifceiims^ collecdions of manu- 
feripts, Src. in the mod convenient parts of his Pro¬ 
vince ; thefe, it may eafily be conceived, are only in¬ 
tended for the adepts. 

XXII. The Provincial opens the letters of the . 
Minor and Major Illuminees which aye direfted Soli. 
He alfo reads the ^.ibus Licets of the Epopts and 
Primos of the Novices; but can neither open the PrU 
mo of the Minerval, the Soli of the Knight, nor the 
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^dbus Licet of the Regent.’’* This gradud power 
of opening the letters of the Brethren according to the 
degree they belong to, plainly indicates that fome 
mark peculiar to each degree is made ufe of; but I 
have not been able to difcover that mark. The read¬ 
er will have obferved, that all the lettersj even the 
^nbiis LicetSy are opened by Brethren of a higher 
degree than that of the adept who writes; and coUfe- 
querttly he never can know who it is that anfwers him, 
as the rules of this Hierarchy are only made known to 
the Brethren in proportion as they rife in dignity. 
The Provincial himfelf can only form a conjeftiire as 
to the perfons who open his letters and thofe of the 
other Brethren which he is not permitted to open 
himfelf. 

XXin. He lliall raife no Brother to the degree of 
Regent, without having firft obtained the confent of 
the National Infpedtor. 

XXIV. He is to inform the Dean of the branch of 
fcience which each new adept has made choice pf on 
his admiffion into the Minerval Academy. . 

XXV. Left any of the Archives ihoiild be miflaid, 
he will take care to form but one bundle of all the 
tablets, reverfal letters, and other documents relating 
Co the fame adept. 

XXVI. He will apply himfelf to procure as many 
co-operators as poflible for the Order, in the fcientific 
branches. 

XXVII. He will tranfmit to the Deans all remark¬ 
able treatifes or difeourfes, and every thing relative to 
the degree of Epopt; for example, the lives hiftorical 
or charafteriftic, differtations; dre, 

XXVllI. If among the Epopts any men be found 
. endowed with great talents, but little fitted for the 
political government of the Order, the Provincial muft 
devife means of removing them from fuch fuiiftions. * 

XXIX. When the Chapters of the Scotch Knights 
are compofed of more than twelve Knights, he will 
raife the ableft among them to the degree of Epopt. 

XXX. In each Chapter he will have a confiden¬ 
tial Epopt, who will be his fccret cenfor or fpy. 

This article is extraded from the inftnidions for the Prefteft; but, 

diredly addre^cd to the Provincial, I have placed it here. 
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" XXXL The Provincial will receive his letters 
patent from the National Superior—When he ifliics 
thofe for the Chapters of the Scotch Knights, he will 
make ufe of the following formula : We of the 

Grand Lodge of the Germanic Orient^ conftituted 
Provincial and Mafler of the diftrift of N N,. make 
known that by thefe prefents we give to the venera-. 
^ ble Brother (here is the charafterilVic and true name 
of the new Venerable or Mafter) full powers to 
ereft a fecret Chapter of the 7 noJi holy Scotch Ma- 
^ fonry, and to propagate this Koyal Art conformably 
to bis inftruftions by the eftablifhment of new Ma- 
fonic Lodges of the three fymbolic degrees—-Given 
^ at the Diredory of the Diftrid— 

(L. S.) Secret Provincial 

GF THE Directory. 

^ Without any further ftgnature. 

XXXIII. To fay every thing in a few words, 
the Provincial has the fpecial charge of putting his 
province in a proper fituation for attempting every 
thing for the general good, and for preventing all evil* 
—Happy the Jiate ^here our Order fiall have acquired 
fitch power / Nor will it prove a difficult talk for the 
Provincial who fliall implicitly follow .the inftrudions 
of his high Superiors.—Seconded by fo many able men 
deeply verfed in moral fciences, fubmiflive and fecretly 
labouring like liimfelf, there can be no noble enter- 
prize which he may not undertake, nor evil defign 
which he cannot avert—Therefore let there be no 
connivance at faults; no Nepotifiny no private piques ; 
no views but for the general good; no objed, no mo^ 
lives but thofe of the Order. And let the Brethren 
rely upon us, that we fliall never create any Pro- 
vincials but fuch as are capable of fulfilling theie dii- 
^ ties; but let it be alfo remembered^ that we referve 
in our hands all the means necejfary for cbajHfiug the 
man vsho fiioiild prefume to alnife the power he has. 
received from usP"^ 

XXXIV. This power mud never be employed 
but for the good of the Brethren. We flionld irjeed 

^ * See the Inftnidlion D for the degree of Rcger.t.. 

Vol. III. H h z 
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help al! whom we can help ; but when the circiimftan^ 
ces are fimilar, the members of our fociety are always 
to have the preference.—Particularly as to thofe whofc 
fidelity is proof againfl: all the powers of feduftion. 
In their fiipport let us be prodigal of our toils, our 
money, our honour^ our goods, even our blood ; and 
let the Icaji affront offered to any Illuminee be the gene- 
ral caiifi of the OrderP 

Thus terminate the inftruftions for the Provincial. 
They forewarn us of the exiftence of a moft tremen¬ 
dous power above him whence all the authority of the 
Order emanates; a power which referves to itfelf the 
means of chaftifing whoever fliall abufe that portion 
which it has entrufied to any of its adepts; that is to 
fay, wlio fliall not have made it fubfervient to the 
grand objeft and to all the plots of the Seft—There 
are, in faft, three offices in the Hierarchal Order of 
Superiors above the Provincial. Firft, the National 
DireBors, then the Supreme Council called the Areopa- 
gites by the Seft, the authority of which extends over 
the Illuminees of all nations ; and that is prefided 
over by the General of the Order. The following 
Chapter will give every light on thefe fupreme Magif- 
trates of Illuminifm v/hich the known Archives of the 
Seft can refleft. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the National Diredovs^ of the Areopagites, and of 
the General of Illnminifm. 

I N the general plan of the Government of the Illu- 
minees it is faid, that every Brother fliall receive 
particular inftriiftions according to the rank he holds 
in the Hierarchy of the Order: Yet I have never been 
able to difeover thofe intended for the life of the Na- 
tional Direftors, This part of the Code is not to be 
found either in. the two volumes fo often quoted of 
fhe Origmal JVritingSy or in tliat of Philo and Spartar 
cus which has thrown fo much light on the myfteries. 
It does not appear, that any of the German writers 
who have been the heft informed on, and the moft 
ftrenuous opponents of, Illmninifm have ever been 
able to difeover them. For feme time I even enter¬ 
tained doubts whether the Siiperiors called National 
Diredors^ and thofe ftyled InfpedorSy were not of the 
fame degree in the Hierarchy of the Scfl:.—They w^ere 
certainly diftincl employments in the year 1782; for 
WeifliaupPs letters at that period mention Germany as 
divided into three infpedionty each Infpedor having fe- 
veral Provincials fubordinate to him."^ But, on the other 
fide, the general account which the Order puts into 
the hands of its Regents, and the lafl; works of Philo 
printed in 1788, mention no intermediate office be¬ 
tween the Provincials and the Nationalsy which latter 
are fometimes deferibed as National Superiorsy at others 
as National Infpedors. Their correfpondeuce and fnb- 
ordination is direft from the Supreme Council.f It is 
therefore evident, that in the lafl: digefl: of the Code 
the two offices of National Infpedor and Dircdor were 
united. But in vain would the Sedl conceal the in*, 
ftruffions which it has appropriated to the fundlions of 
thefe National Superiors. Tlie denomination alone 
teftifies the importance which attaches to their office; 
and if the precife nature of their duties be wanting. 


* Ori^nal ■VV’‘ritingR, Vol. II. Let. 15, to Cato, 

•f Diredtioiis, Syfiem No. 5, and Philo's Endliche tTkIarung, 
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It is eafy to fupply the deficiency, by what has already 
cfcaped the vigilance of the Sed in the foregoii]g parts 
of the Code. 

Let the reader recal to his mind what has been faid 
. in the Chapter on the EpoptSy of the fyftems which ^ 
they were to fonn in order to feize on the empire of 
the Sciences and direft them all towards the accom- 
pliflinieht of the plots of the Seft. In the fame de¬ 
gree we have feen them annually affcmbling in each 
j)rovince, and compiling from their partial attacks 
every means that their inventions could furnifli, infen- 
fibly to enllave the public opinion, and to eradicate 
from the minds of the people \yhat the Seft is plcafed 
to call religious prejudices. We have feen the daft 
of tlie Regents more particularly occupied in Tapping 
the foundations of the throne, and in deftix)ying that 
veneration in which nations held the .perfons and 
fundions of their Sovereigns—Nay, there exifts a par¬ 
ticular law framed for the Epopts which has not yet 
been cited, and which muft here be introduced. It is 
to be found in the Second Volume of the Original Wru 
tingSy fecond Sediony mtitled^--Articles agreed upon by 
the Areopagites in Adanncth 1151 (A. D. December 
1781)— There, under the article High Mvsteries, I 
read, If among our Epopts any fpecidative genhifes 
are to be found, they iliall be admitted to the de- 
gree of Thefe adepts fhall be employed in 

colleding and digefting all the grand philofophical 
fyftems, and will invent or compile for the people a 
lyftem of religion which our Order means as fooii 
as pofllble to give to the univerfe.’^* - 
I do not forget that I am to. treat of the National 
Dlredors; but am fomewhat afraid that my readers 
may adduce this plan for giving a new religion to the 
whole univerfe, as invalidating their plot tor the de- 
ftruftion of every religion. Let fuch readers, howe¬ 
ver, refleel on the religion ♦hich Weifhaupt has him-, 
felf laid down for his Mages. It is the rankeft -Spino^ 
fifny admitting of no God but the world itfelf; that is 

» So werden die felbeli Magt —^Diefe fammeln und bringen die lie- 
here philofophifchc fyileme in ordnung, und bearbeittn ein W^.r-r^AV/w/, 
welche der Orden demnachften der welt geben will.—hi the originalv 
' which is in Cato Zwack’s hand-writing, the words •uolks-nlighn are ia 
cypher thus zo, 14, 2, 3, 18—17, 4> 4? I4» 
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to fay, abfoliite Atheifm. Let them alfo remember, 
one of the laft fecrets of the Grand Myfteries, is to 
reveal to the adepts that all religions are grounded on 
and are the invention of impofture. Nor is it by any 
means difficult to account for thefe two fchemes of the 
Seft, the one for the creation of a new religion, the 
other for the deftruftion of all! Thefe plans are to 
be fucceffive in their operations. Sentiments of Reli¬ 
gion are too deeply engraven in the minds of the peo¬ 
ple for Weiftiaupt to flatter himfelf with fuddenly 
eradicating it, or at lead without fubftituting foine 
capricious and fophifticated faith, which in reality 
would no more conftitute a religion than the IVorfnp 
of -RjEufony of which the French Revolution has given 
us an impure eflay. The religion, therefore, to be 
invented by the Mages of Illuminifm is no more than 
a preparatory ftep that Ihould deftroy the religion of 
Chrift throughout the univerfe.' This advantage gain¬ 
ed, it will remain no very difficult talk to open the 
eyes of the whole world on the inanity and impofture 
of their own ; and thus it will have ferved ,as a fcaf- 
folding which naturally difappears with the edifice that 
is to be pulled down. This religion to be invented, 
may be confidered as on a parallel with thofe new 
governments, thofe democracies, which are to amufe 
the people until the period fhall come when their illu- 
minizing Equality and Liberty fhall have taught them, 
that each one is eflentially his own fovereign, that this 
fovereignty is an imprefcriptible right • inherent in each 
man, in direft oppofition to democracy, and even,to all 
property or focial compaft. 

Such is the general tenour of the fyftems to be in¬ 
vented and profecuted by the Sed, for attaining the 
grand objeeft of thefe confpirators. All the adepts 
which the Seft comprifes under the denomination of 
fpcculative geniufes are perpetually labouring at thefe. 
fyftems under the direftion of the Provincials. But 
they are not the perfons who complete" the plans; 
they are only to prefent the firft fketch, which each 
Provincial is obliged-to tranfmit to the National Di- 
redoryy there to undergo a further inveftigation and 
receive its final polilh.* One of the firft duties, there- 


* Inftni( 5 lions for the degree of Epopt, Koj. i% aud 14. 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY* 

fore, of the National Dh'edor will be, to colled all 
tliefc anti-religioiis and aiithfocial fyftevns, to pafs judg^ 
inent on them, and to declare how far they can contri¬ 
bute towaixls the iiniverfal diforganizatiori. But even 
thefe could riot alone fufRce for fo great a work; 
they are furrouiKled by the Eled of the nation as the 
Provincial is by the Chofen of the provinces. , This 
council of tlie Eled, after mature deliberation, declare 
which are the fyftems that are worthy of being adopt¬ 
ed by the Order *, and they will make all the additions' 
and corredioris that they may conceive conducive to the. 
fuccefs of the gcuieral plan. Thiis correded and di^ 
gelled, thefe fyftems of impiety and dHbrganilation^ 
are depofited in the archives of the Diredor, which 
ncyvv become ndtionaL It is to tliefe tliat the Provin¬ 
cials have recourfe in all their doubts, arid hence flow 
all thofe liglits wliieh are to expand themfelves: 
throughout the nation : it is hence alfo that the Na-’ 
tional Diredor f will take all the new regulations: 
which he may judge neceflary for the better combina-^ 
tion and concordance of the efforts of the National 
Brethren.—But the Sed does not confine its views to> 
one nation. It has formed within itfclf a fupremc 
tribunal, winch has fubjeded all nations to its inqurfi- 
tion. Compofed of tivelve Peers of the Order/ it is 
prefided over by the Geiieral; and, under the name of 
Areopagites, it becomes the common centre of com* 
niunication from the adepts of all nations, as the Na^' 
tional is the centre of one particular nation, the Pro- 
vincial of one province, the Local Superior of the 
lodges of his diftrid, the Minerval Mafter of his aca¬ 
demy, the Venerable of his Mafonic lodge ;• and, finally, 
as the Infmuator or Recruiter is. of his novices of can¬ 
didates. Thus, from the fii*ft ftep to the pinnacle of 
the Order, every thing is conneded and gradually 
afeends by means of the ^ibus Licets, Solis and P/i- 

f Defwegen kommen jarlieh ein mal alle • Prefbyter einer provIflZ. 
auf der groffen Synode zufammen, machen ein grolfes verzeiohnifs det 
in diefem jahr gefammlten beylagen an die National DireSaon wo felbfb 
cs in die huupt katalog eingetragen, und damit ein fchatz von kennt- 
nilTen formlrt wird, wbraus jeder befridigt werden kann: denn daraus 
werden die regel abftrahirt, und was noch fehlt, weitere beobachtungs 
aufgaben, wie fchon ei*vahnt worden, aufgefchricben um fefte fatze z» 
bekommen. Ibid. No. 15. 

* Philo’s Endliche erkliirung, Page 119# 
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?/70/.---Every thing that happens in each nation gradu¬ 
ally afcends to the Nationdy and from thefe Directors 
all is tranfmitted to the centre of all nations, to the 
fuprcme council of the Areppagites, and the General in 
chief, the iiniverfal Diredor of the Confpiracy. 

The grand point, therefore, to be obfcrv.ed in the 
code concerning the National DIredor is, his direct cor- 
refpondence with the Areopagites. It is evident from 
the terms exprefled in the general plan of the govern^ 
ment which the Sed reveals to its Regents; In every 
nation there fliall be a National Diredor affociated 
and in dired coniniiinication with our Fathers, the 
firft of whom holds the helm of the Order.”* This 
accounts for the injund:ion given to the Provincial, to 
make frequent and exad: returns to the National Di¬ 
redor of every thing that may take place in his pro¬ 
vince ; to have recoiirfe to him on all doubtful occa^ 
fions, or in cafes of efpecial importance; and never to 
take any ftep in politics without having firft confulted 
liim.f This explains why the choice of thofe adepts 
which arc to be advanced to the political degree of 
Regent, or to the Prefedihips of diftrids,^ is left to 
the option of the National, or even the nomination of 
the Provincials.^ This informs us why all the ^nluds 
Licets of the Regents are referved to the Diredor, 
that is to fay, that all the fecrcts of their political dif- 
coveries may more certainly reach the hands of him 
who is to leave no fecret hidden from the Fathers of 
the Order-ll 

Such then are the rights of, fuch the laws, for the 
National Infpedor of tlluniinifm ; and fo great is the 
importance which the Sed attaches to this office. To 
him. are forwarded all the fecrets of the brethren 
Ipread throughout the provinces, the Courts, or towns J ^ 
to him are fent all the projeds, all the reports on tlie 
fiiccefles gained by, or dangers impending over the 
Order; on the progrefs of its plots; on employments, 
dignities, and power to be acquired for the adepts; 
on the candidates to be rejeded, the enemies to be 
crulhed, the councils and ftate offices of princes to be 
feized. To him, in fliort, are reported all the means 

* DirtSimts 4. f Ibid. No. lO and 11. 

^ Ibid. No. 15 and ^3. § Ibid. No. 9. j| Ibid. No* 33» * 
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which can retard or accelerate the fall of the Altaf 
and of empires, the diforganization of every church 
and ftate within his infpedion.—It is by means of his 
direft correfpondence, and that of his Co-nationals, 
that the dilcoveries of the Scrutators, the political 
plans of the brethren, the fpeculations of the plodding 
geniufes of the Order, the plans propofed and debated 
in the councils of Princes, and every thing, in fhort, 
which can weaken or ftrengthen the opinion of the 
people; which is to be forefeen or hindered, to be an¬ 
ticipated or haftened in each town, court, or family, 
are concenti'ated, and fubje(8:ed to the views of the 
fupreme council of the Seft. Hence no fovereign, no 
uiinifter of ftate, no father of a family, no man in the 
bonds of the moll: intimate friendfliip, can fay. My fe- 
cret is my own, it has not, it will not come to the 
knowledge of the Areopagites. By means of thefe fame 
National Direftors too, we behold all the orders of the 
illumiriizing Peers gradually defeending to the adepts 
of all nations, of all provinces, academies, and lodges, 
whether Minerval or Mafonic; and immediately re- 
afeending through tliefe fame Nationals an exaft ftate- 
inent to the Areopagites in what manner each com- 
I mand has been executed. It is by the Nationals too, 

that the fupreme council is informed of the negligent 
bretliren who need to be ftimulated, of the tranfgref- 
fors and ftubborn adepts who deferve punifltment, and 
ftand in need of being reminded that they have fworn 
to fubmit both their lives and fortunes to the commands 
of the high Superiors (the unknown Fathers) of the 
Areopagites. In vain would the Seft drive to conceal 
the laws which the code lays down for theie Infpeftors. 
After what the reader has already feen of the laws of 
the Order, he mutt naturally conclude that fuch are 
evidently the myfteries comprehended in thofe words, 
There /ball be in each empire a National Dire dor ajjo- 
dated or in dired correfpondence with tloe Fatlxrs of the 
Order. 

With refpeft to the laws and interior economy of 
the councils, it is eafy to be conceived, that the Seft 
lias fucceeded in encompafting them with impenetrable 
darknefs. Some few rays of light, however, have been 
€aft on it, and that by the Fathers themfeivcs. 

In the lirft place, we fee ^^foVo-Knigge, in his Apo- 
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logy, fpeaking as follows of thefe fupreme magiftrates 
of Illuminifm: Their Tabours, with regard to the 
parts purely fpeciilative, were to have in view the 
knowledge and the tradition of all the important, 
^ holy, and fublime difcovei*ies to be made in the re- 
ligmis myfteries and in the higher philofophy. 
Twelve Areopagites only are to compofe this tri- 
^ bunal; and one of them is to be the chief. When 
" any one of the members dies, or retires, his fucceflbr 
is cliofcn fi-dm among the Regents.”*' This general 
idea given by Knigge, of the Supreme Council is in¬ 
deed myfteriousbut he could fcarcely be expefted 
to piddifo more, knowing as he did the fate which 
awaits thofe w^ho betray the fecrets of the Seft. He 
has, how»^ever, at leaft (aid enough to give us clearly 
to underftand, that all the religious and philofophical 
or rather impious and fophifticated fpeculations of the 
Epopts, perpetually perverting the fciences and ope¬ 
rating the extinction of all religious ideas, are concen¬ 
trated within the council of the Areopagites; we have 
feen them combining, digefting, approving, or rejeft- 
iiig thoje plans of a ne'iv religion which the Mages are 
direAed to invent, and which the Seft means inconti¬ 
nently to give to the vjorld. 

In his familiar correfpondence, Spartacus fpeaks 
more openly and with greater latitude to his beloved 
Cato. Therein it appears, that anti-religious fyftems 
do not alone employ the meditations of the Fathers; 
for, foon after having mentioned the objeft of thofe 
^ibus Liccts in which the young adepts were to give 
an account of the prejudices they might have difeover- 
ed in themfclves, which of them predominated^ and 
how far they had fucceeded in deftroying them, he 
proceeds ta fay, It is by thefe means that I difeover 
fuch of our Order as have the proper difpofitions 
for adopting certain /pedal doftrines, and more ele- 
vated, on governments and religious opinions.”f 
He then continues : The maxims and politics of the 

Order are completely explained in the end. Here, 


* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 115^ 

f Aus diefen kann ich erfehen welche genergt find gewifle fonderbacc 
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ill tlie Supreiyte Council^ they projecl and examine 
the plans to be adopted for gradually enabling us 
to attack the enemy of reafon and human nature 
perforKiUy (auf de?i leib.) Here alfo the mode of 
introducing fiich plans into the Order is difcufied, 
and it is decided to which brethren they are to be 
entrufted, and how far each one can be employed 
in their execution^, in‘ proportion to the infight given 
to hini/^f . 

The reader is already too well acquainted with the 
maxims and policy of Illuminifm, not to join wdth me 
in faying, Here then is the grand objecl of this Su¬ 
preme Council of tlie Seft I It is in that dark recefk 
that all thofe artifices are devifed for rendering tlie 
diforganizing fyftems of Liberty and Equality familiar 
to the illuminizing adepts: There is exactly afeertaini- 
ed the proporticMi which each clafs of the brethren 
can bear in this univerfal deftriK^lioii of religion, em¬ 
pire, fociety, and property; there again is the day 
anxioufly fought and the means prepared, for here¬ 
after throwing oft the mafk, and attacking per fondly 
the defenders of religion, laws, and property, as fo 
many enemies to reafon and humanity; there concen*. 
trate all the declarations^ the reports, the plans of all 
the brethren difperfed throughout the univerfe, that 
the Sed may judge of its own ftrength, aiid compare 
it with that of the friends to. the Altar and the Law's. 
To fum up all, it is there that the artifices and means 
are determined on, and the merits and powers of the 
higher adepts are invefligated prior to their being eni 
trufted with that part of the grand, confpiracy to which 
their abilities are bed adapted. Let the reader re-, 
member, that it is not a ftranger to the Sed who has 
thus deferibed the Areopage ; it is tjie grand legifla- 
tor of Illuminifm himfelf. Can we any longer Hand 
in need of the regulations for this council ? No ; we 
well know what they mud be; we know that impi¬ 
ety, and the mod confummate arts in fedudioii and 
^ > 

I Und am end folgt die totale einficht in die Politic und maximen 
des Ordens. In diefen oberften Confeily werden die project entworfen, 
wie den feinden der vernunft und McnJTchlichkeit nadh und nach auf 
dc;i leib zu gehen feye: W^ie die Cache unter den Ordens mit^liedern 
einzuleiten, wen es anzuvertauen ? W'’ie ein jeder a proportione feiner 
einficht kanne dazu gebraucht ^Ye^den.— Writings^ Letter 
Cato-Zwtfr/e, jQth Marchy ^778. 
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fedition, are to be their leading features; v/e fiirilicr 
know, that its members mnft refemblc Weifliaiipt 
himfelf, before they can be permitted to fit with him 
in council. What other bond of union do they need, 
befides the machination of the nioft hideous plots, the 
juft or unjuft means of forwarding the interefts of the 
Sc<ft as much as circumftances will permit, and the 
enfiiring of fuccefs by the blackeft and moft profound 
artifices that depravity can invent ? The fertile genius 
of the legiflator, however, would not commit the fuc¬ 
cefs of tile lead of his crimes to chance. He attempt 
ed to fketch a code of laws for his Areopagites, and 
for any future Spartaciis that might fucceed to him. 
The code contains but a Jkd^tch of what he calls lawT 
nd interim. It is to be found in the nintli feftion of 
the firft volume of the Original Writings, and is ad- 
drefied to the Areopagites. Many other pafUges of 
his letters relate to the fame objedl.-^-I have tranicribed 
the following articles 

The Areopagites fliali form the Supreme Council 
(literally, the Supreme College.)—Their occupations 
iliall relate to affairs of the greateft impoitance, and 
they fliall pay little or no attention to fuch as are lefs 
eflential.—They may recruit^ it is true (ko)2nen jic zvjar 
recroutiren ;) that is to fay, they may entice Candi¬ 
dates into the Order ; but they muft leave the care of 
their inftruClioii to fome intelligent adept. From time 
to time they will vilit thefe Candidates, to infpire them 
with frefli ardour, to ftimulate their zeal—They will 
be particularly careful in feeing that the progrefs and 
method of our llluminees is every where uniform— 
They will more particularly watch over Athens 
ntch, the principal Lodge after that of Ingolftadt, 
where Weifliaupt refidcd at the time he wrote thefe 
biftruftions.) They will make no reports concerning 
that Lodge to any body but Si>artacns. They will 
fend monthly a ftatemenc of all the principal events, a 
fort of Gazette (Ein art von ZeitiingJ to the ^ethren 
(Confit;) that is to fay, to thofe only wlio are initia¬ 
ted in the laft fecrets. But (continues Weifliaupt) notn 
hcnc, this Gazette as yet has been no more than our 
common journal; the Confeii mnft compofe one for 
the ufe of the Areopagites.—Thefe latter will labour 
at projeCiSy pneliorcHionSy and otlier objects of a fimiiar 
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nature, which are to be made known to the Confeii 
by circular letters. They are the people who are to 
bear a part of the weight of the general corfefpond- 
ence—They are not allowed to open flie. letters of 
complaint (die litteras gravatoriales ;) that is to fay, 
thofe containing any complaints againft them. Tliefe 
are to be tranfmirted to the general, to Spartacus, as 
a fure means of informing him that they fulfil tlieir 
duty. This inftruftion being only provifional, and re¬ 
lating folely to the Areopage, (hall not be circulated % 
but the council will take a copy and fend back the 
Original to Spartacus.’’^ 

The aifembling of the council is to be regulated 
according to the feafts marked in the calendar of the 
Order, (Nach dem edendario liluminatoruni an Or^ 
dens fejien,) But this was foon found to be infufficient, 
and Weifliaupt exhorts his Areopagites to meet in their 
fenate every pod-day, and at the hour of the delivery 
of the letters.^^ 

Short as this Iketch of a Code for the Areopagites 
may feem, it clearly denotes the efience of their func¬ 
tions, and fliows how they are to aft as a central point, 
for the whole Sect. A grand queftion was ftill unde¬ 
cided when Spartacus gave thefe laws to the council; 
which was nothing lefs than, Whether Spartacus was 
to preferve a legiflative and fovereign power over the 
Members of this Council, jimilar to that authority 
v/hicli they were to exercife over the reft of the Or¬ 
der ?—Great Confpirators will feldom brook controul 
even by their fellows. They will be equal among 
ihcmfelvcs and in their dens of confpiracy. Spartacus- 
Weifliaupt was naturally of a defpotic difpofition. His 
Ai’eopagites for a long time complained of it.f But 
lie contended, that as lounder, be had the indefeafible 
right of giving to the affociation thofe laws and regu¬ 
lations which he 3^>tlgcd neceffiiry for its perpetuation. 
He foon, indeed, repented of the dccifion he had 
given againft himfelf in favour of his Senate, That 
the plurality of votes fliould diftate the eternal laws 
of the Seft'^ (Lex femper valituraA) Notwith- 


* Extrads from tlie Tn{l:ni6Uoii tp Cato,’^Marius, and Sernio, Ori-. 
‘jlnal Writ lug.*, Vol. T. Se6l. ix. 

f Letters of Phdo to Cato and lafr Obfervations of Philo. 
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(landing thefe complaints of the Areopagites, however, 
he fpeedily found means of re-inftating himfelf in that 
authority, the privation of which only thwarted his 
artful conceptions, by fubjefting them to the opinions 
of perfons lefs confummate in the confpiring arts than 
their mafter. He fometinies fubmits to the juftifica- 
tion of his conduft ; but that is the very moment in 
which the reader fhould obferve him artfully reclaim¬ 
ing all the rights and pretending to the exercife of 
unlimited defpotifm, though his cant appears to reject 
the very idea of it. Addreffing his opponents in the 
fliape of his pupils, he recalls to their minds the mon- 
ftrous fervices he has rendered them in their youth, 
as fo many benefaftiuns of the moft: tender friendfliip, 
and afks them of what they can in their confcienccs 
complain When (fays he) did you ever obferve 

harfhnefs or haughtinefs in my conduct, with refpeft 
to you ? When did I ever alfume the tone of Maftcr ? 
Is it not rather with an excefs of confidence, of good- 
nefs, of opennefs with my friends, that I may be re* 
proached When in this manner Weifhaupt has cap* 
tivated his Areopagites, he comes to the point * 
Read then (he fays) my kttsrs over and over again. 
You will therein perceive that the grand objed of 
our Society is not a thing of fmall confequeiice for 
me ; that I knov/ how to view it, and treat it alfo, 
in the moft ferioiis manner; that I have always 
aimed at the eftablifliment of order, fubmiffion, 
difeipline, and activity, as the foie means that can 
lead you to the grand ohjeft. In undertaking a 
work of fiich vaft importance, was I not obl’ged by 
prayers, exhortations and advice, to maintain and 
ftimulate the ardour of my lirft, my deareft com* 
panions, on whom every thing depended ?-—If I 
wifli to keep the fupreme diretiion in my own hands, 
hear my reafons, which are moft certainly of great 
“ weight : 

the firft place, I muft iieceflarily know with 
wliom I Iiave to deal, and muft be afeertained of 
the fidelity of ©ur people ; and, to efFe<5luate this, 
“ I am not to receive reports from a fixch hand, or 
perhaps one ftill more remote, on the execution of 
my plans, which have been approved of by the Elecl 
ot‘ our Myfteries hi th next cm I not 
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the ConfimBor of this grand Edifice P Is there rid 
relpeft due to me ? . . , . When my fyftem fhali h6 
completed, will it not be neceflary for me to infpeft 
the whole and keep every man at his ftation > It is 
a great and radical defeat in a fociety, where a Su-, 
perior is dependent on the Inferiors, as it has been 
attempted to render me. 

Bur, to (how you how mUch I value the friend- 
fliip of n>y former friends, above all the authority 
I may exercife over others, I renounce all my rights, 
all my authority. Accept riiy warmeft acknow^ 
ledgments for all your pafl: labours and patience. I 
flatter myfclf they have been hurtful to nobody, and 
that many have acquired from me lights on fecret 
focieties which they would not eufily have found 
elfewhere. The purity of my intentions is my con- 
folation and my recompenfe. Prom this inftant I 
betake myfelf to obfeurity and repofe, where I fliall 
not meet with zealous and envious opponents. There 
I fliall be my own mafter, and my own fubjeft.”* 

The Illuminizing. Defpot thus artfully pleaded his 
caiife. The Areopagites were impatient of his ?iu* 
thorit}% but at the fame time felt the want of fo difoi'i: 
ganizing a genius; and that they might not be de-* 
pi ived of its co-operation they reproached the Legifla* 
tor with the extinftion of his zeal—The fire, however^ 
was only hidden beneath the embers; they once more 
fubmit to the yoke of their former chief, who, in¬ 
flamed with zeal, diftates the conditions on w^hich 
alone he will deign to place himfelf once more at^ 
their head. Every thing is worthy of being remarked 
in them. The haughty fpirit in which they are con¬ 
ceived, the nature, objeefl, and extent of the power he 
afllimes over the Supreme Council and Eleft of the 
Oj'cler, are all worthy of our attentive notice. 

I begin (fays he) by telling you beforehand, that 
it may not any more be a fubjet^l of furprize, that I 
will be more fevere than ever. I will not overlook a 
fingle fault, and fliall in that refpecl be much more 
ft rid: towards’ per ions whom I know than towards 
thofe wlifi^whom I am not fo familiar. My objed; 
and views require it. And to whom w^ould you have 
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me addrefs inyfelf, if not to tlie chiefs of the Ordey, 
Cnee they alone are in direft correfpondence with me?. 
That things may fuccecd, it is neceffary that we fliould 
be aduated but by one opinion, onje feiitinient, and be 
acquainted but with one language! And,how can that 
be accompliflied, if I cannot freely {peak my mind to 
our people? I will then re-affumc my poll of General 
on the following conditions: 

1 . That you will execute neither more nof kfs 
than what I {hall command. I fliall e^peA it in fii- 
turc ; at lead, fhould any change be thought hecef- 
fary, I am to receive previous notice of it. 

“II. I expeft that, evei-y Saturday a proper report 
fliall be feiit to me of every thing that has taken place 
“ during the week, and that it fhall be in the form of 
“ Mifiuics figticd by all the Eleft prefent. 

“ III. That I fnail be informed of all the Members 
“ that have been recruited, or perfons that are to be 
“ recruited, with an outline of their charafters; and 
“ let fome particulars concerning them be added when 
“ they are admitted. 

“ IV. That the ftatutes of the clafs in, which you 
“ labour be puiiftually ohferved, and that no difpenfa- 
“ tions be granted without previous inveftigation. For 
“ iliould each one take upon himfelf to make fuch 
“^changes as he pleafed, where would be the unity of 
“ the Order.—What I exad from you, you fliall exaft 
“from thofe that are fubjeft to you. If there be no 
“ order and fubordination in the higher ranks, there 
will be. none in the lov/cr.”* 

It was on the 25th of May 1779, that Weifliaupt 
dictated thefe laws to his Arcopage. A tifth condition 
Teems to have made them merely proviTionai, and to 
have entrufted tlie defpotic power in Weifliaupfs 
hands only until the Order had acquired a proper con- 
fidency ; but he took care not-again to lofe the newly- 
acquired fiipremacy ; though the Areopagites ftill re¬ 
gretted the lofs of ihcir Ariftocracy, and the being re¬ 
duced to be the mere agents or prime niiniftcrs of the 
Spartacus of the Order. But let us attend to that 
Spartaciis, who has always reprefented the moft legiti- 


* Original Writines, Vol. II. Letters 49 and 

Vol. III. ' K k 
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mate authority as an outrage on human nature. Let 
us hear him invoking Machiave! in fupport of that 
which hd wiflies to exercife oVer the Order. He 
pleads his own caiife with Zwack^ who is alfo jealous 
• of ills Mafter, by fhowing all the diforder it occa- 
fioned, by every ^ body wifliing to introduce his own 
ideas into' the Order, and then quotes the following 
paffages from Machiavel: It muft be laid down as a 
general rule, that it feldom or never happens that 
any Government is either well-founded at fii*ft, or 
thoroughly reformed afterwards, except the plan be 
laid and conduced by one man only, who has the 
foie power of giving all orders and making all laws 
^ that are neceflary for its eftablifhment. A prudent 
and virtuous Founder of a State, therefore, whofc 
chief aim is to promote the welfare of many rather 
than to gratify his own ambition, to make provifion 
for the good of his country, in preference to that-of 
his heirs or fucceifors, ought to endeavour by all 
means to get the fupreme authority leholly into bis 
hands.: nor will a reafonable man ever condemn him 
for taking any meafures (even the mofl; extraordinary, 
if they are neceffary) for that purpofe : The means 
indeed tnay fietn culpable^ but the end will juftify 
him if it be a good one;~*for he only isl?lameable 
“ who ufes violence to throw things into confufion and 
diilraftion; and not he . who does it to eftablifli 
peace and good orderJ^ After this long quotation 
which Weifhanpt has made from a French tranflatioii 
of Machiavel, Chap. IX- Dlfcourfe^ upon the firji De- 
cad of LivVy he continues in a forrowful tone : but I 
have not been able to obtain fo fitv'ourable a decifioin 
The Brethren have viewed that which is but a necef- 
fary law in the art of governing, in the light of am- 
bitioii and a tliirfl: of dominion.”* In the midft of 
this contention for power, he felt himfelf fo fuperior in 
the art of governing confpiring aflbeiations at leaft, 
that he did not hefitate at writing to his Areopagites, 
As to politics and morality, Genticinen, you tnujl confefs , 
that you are as yet at a great dijlance behind ine-^[ He 
at length fucceeded in perfuading them, that it was 
neceiFary that the General of the Order fiiould alfo, as 

* Original Writings, Vol, II. Let. 2, to Cato. 
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prcliUcnt of the- Arcopagites holding the hdm of the 
Order, be the abfulute direftor.J 
Weifliaupt, who left nothing relating to the difor- 
ganizing arts in an imperfeft ftate, inuft, no doubt^ 
have compofed inftriidions to guide his fucctflbrs in 
the exercife of their fapreniacy, and to teach them 
how to make the fame ufe of it which he intended. 
But the reader will ealily conceive, that thefe never 
could have efcaped the vigilance of the Seft, nor 
pierced the dark cloud with winch it had enveloped it- 
lelf. It may even be poffible that Weiflvaupt had not fiif- 
ficient confidence in his Arcopagites to entruft thein 
with the entire plan. Throughout the whole hierar¬ 
chy of Illumiuifm the lower degree is entirely ignorant 
of the particular inllriiftions of the fuperior degrees^; 
and why fiipuld not Weifliaupt, who wiflied to per¬ 
petuate his diforganizing genius in all the fiicceeding 
Generals, have followed the fame jdan ? He undoubt¬ 
edly dictated laws and rules for their condud, gave 
them rights which were to maintain both themlclves 
and their Arcopagites in their hierarchal fuperiority, 
and fecond them in the purfuit of their grand objed; 
and thefe were entitled Inlirudions for the General af 
the Illvminees. No biftorian can flatter himfelf with 
the difeovery of fuch a code of artifice and cunning; 
the mod unrelenting wickednefs and hypocrify had in¬ 
vented it; . and genius alone cannot pretend to’ dive 
into fuch fecrets. The biftorian can only pretend tt> 
colled thofe articles which are to be found in Weif- 
hanpfs familiar correfpondence, or in other paits of 
the code or writings of the Sed. Were we to throw 
this compilation into the form of inftrudions, the fol¬ 
lowing might be nearly the refult of our refea.rch. 

I. The General fiiali be chofen by the twelve Peers 
of the Areopage, on the plurality of votes.* 

IL The Arcopagites can only eled one of the mem¬ 
bers of their fenate for General ; (ehi aus il^rher mine 
gewahltes oberhaupt;)\ that is to fay, a man who has 
ilifficiently diftinguiflied himfelf among the Regents 
to be admicred among the twelve fuprome adepts of 
Illuminifm, and who has afterwards made himfelf & 

\ General Plan of the Order, No. 5. 

’ Obfervations of Philo, Page iiO. 
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eminent in their conn til, that he is judged fo be the 
firft.Illiiminee ii? t|ie world. ' ' 

III. The adept is fiippofed to poffefs qualities re- 
qiiifite for a General in confeqiience of ihofc he may 
have evinced before lie was called to the Supreme 
Council. As he'is to prcfide over the'whole Order, 
he miift (more than any bpdy elfe) be imprefied with 
the principles of the founder, and be divefled of all 
religious, political, or national prejudices. The grand 
cbjeti: of the Order muft be more particularly incul¬ 
cated into him, namely, that of teaching the whole 
iiniverfe to fet afide all government, laws, and altars'; 
and he muft pei^etually attend tathe’grand interefb 
of human nature^ His z;eal is to be ftimnlated at the 
fight of every man who is fubjedled to any authority. 
It is to reiiiftate the inhabitants of the earth in their 
original Liberty .and Equality that he is cohftirutcd 
General of all* the Jllnminecs that are or will be fpread 
over, the world .during his reign, all labouring at 
the 'accomplilhment of the grand revolution of the 
Ma72rKh2g,^ ‘ - 

.IV.^ The General ll:iall have immediately under hrm 
the t\Yelve Peers of the Supreme Council, and the va¬ 
rious agents and fecretaries which he fliall judge neceL, 
fary to lecond him in the cxercife of his funftions.§ 
y. The better to fecure himfelf from the notice of 
the civil and ecdcfiaftical powers, he may aflirme, af¬ 
ter the example of tlte founder, foine public office 
under tiie very Powers the annihilation of which is to 
he bis foie objeft. But he will be only known to the 
Areopagites and to his agents and fecrctarics in his 
quality of General.^ The better to conceal the reli- 
dence of the General, the town where he has fixed 
will have three name?. The- common name known 
to all; the geograpliica! one peculiar to the Order ; 
and a third known only to ihe Areopagites and the 
Cofifeii or Eleft.j 

VI. Our fuccefs greatly depending on the moral 
condudl of the Areopagites,, the General will pay par¬ 
ticular attention to prevent all public fcaiidals which 
might hurt the reputation of the Order. He will re- 

I See t^e ATyaerics. ^ Se2 ahovc. 

^ Orig- Writ. SpaitacTis's I.eUer's, pafllm, et fupra, 
t Grig. Writ. Vol. J. j.*’ - 
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puefcnt tA’them in the ftroiigefl; colours how much bad 
example will contribute to alienate from the Order the 
minds of perfons who might Otherwife prove its moil 
ufeful members.§ 

VII/ The better to preferve that rerpefl; whicli vir¬ 
tue commands from- inferiors, the General will affiime 
the charafter of auftere morals. That he may always 
have the grand objeft prefent to his mind, and be 
wholly occupied with the duties he has to fulfil; let 
him nefver lofe fight of that great maxim fo frequently 
inculcated in his letters by the founder, as the leading 
feature to which he ow'ed all his fuccelT(.‘S. Muttum 
fudavit et aljit^ abjiinuit venere et vino. He neither fear 
td heat nor cold ; he aljiaiued from veinc and veormuy 
that he might always be mafter of his fecret, always 
be mafter of himfelf, and prepared for all exigencies 
where the interefts of the Order might require ir.'^’ * 

VIIL The General fiiall be the central point for the 
Areopagites, as the latter are for the whole body of Illu- 
minees. That is to fay, each Arcopagke holding cor- 
refpondence with the National Iiifpe<ftors is to make a 
report of all the ^libus Licets fent, and of all the fe¬ 
rrets difeovered by the correfponding infpeeftor; the 
fecrcts thus flowing from ali parts will ultimately fettle 
under the eye of the General.f 

IX. The funSions of the General, and-the fuccefs of 
his difpofitions, greatly depending on the informatioi'i 
he receives by means of this correfpondence, he will 
diftribute it among his Areopagites, afligning to each 
that of a particular nation wliofe Infpecftor is to tranf- 
init ail his reports to him.J 

X. The principal heads of this correfpondence fliall 
be— I ft. The number of the brethren in general, that 
the force of the Sefl; may be afeertained in each nation. 
—adly, Thofe brethren who diftinguifli themfclvcs the 
moft by their zeal and intelligence.—3dly, Thofe adept's 
wlio hold important offices about the Court, in the 
Church, Armies, or MagiPcracy: alfo what kinds of 
fervices might be expeftcd.from or preferibed to them 
in the grand revolution which our Order was pre¬ 
paring for human nature—4thly, The general pro- 

§ rb. Vol. IT. Let. 9 and 10. Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 16. &c. 

I Vice rupra. f H)id. Vol. IJ^ Let. 6, 13, < 5 ;c. 
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grefs which oiu* maxims and our doftrlne were mak¬ 
ing in the public opinion; bow far nations were pre¬ 
pared for the grand revolution; .what ftrength and 
means of defence Hill remained in the hands of the 
civil and ecclcfiaftical powers;.what perfons were to 
be placed or difplaced ; what engines were to be play¬ 
ed off, to liaftcn and fecure the fuccefs of our revolu¬ 
tion; and the means neceflary to bind the hands of 
thdfe who might refill.* 

XI. If from this corrcfpondence he fiiould judge it 
neceflary to difinifs any of the brethren from the Or¬ 
der, (and all the rights recognized by the adepts as in¬ 
herent in the Order, particularly that of Life md Death 
being in the hands of the General) he will have to de¬ 
cide what further piiniflmient is to follow the. ejeft 
ment: whether the culprit is to be declared infamous 
throughout all the lodges of the Order, or whether the 
pain of death is to be pronounced againft hijin.f 

XIL The General, after having chaftifed the impru¬ 
dent, cowardly, and treacherous adepts, will turn his 
attention tov/ards the diicovery of thofe brethren who 
may be beft fitted for feconding his views in each em¬ 
pire. Without making himfelf known to them, he 
will efiabliib aline of cpvnmunication between them. 
He will himfelf prepare the links of this immenfc 
chain after the manner laid down by our founder as 
the grand means of governing, from his myfterious 
centre, all the diverging ramifications of the Seft to. 
the extremities of the earth; as a means of vivifying 
invifible armies in an inftant, of putting them in mo¬ 
tion, of direfting their coiirfe, and of irretrievably 
executing the mod aftonifhing revolutions, even be¬ 
fore the very Potentates whofe thrones are overturned 
bav'c had time to fiirmife their danger. 

XIII. The ufe of the chain is obvious and eafy. To 
touch the firft link is a\l that is required. A iingle 
ftroke of a pen is the grand fpring that imparts mo¬ 
tion to the whole. But the fuccefs depends on the 
choice of the time. In his hidden abode the General 
fliall meditate the means, and catch the propitious 
moment. The fignal of univerfal revolution (hall not 

• See the diiTercnt degrees and the views with which the 
X/fceit and tablets, &c. See. are WTitten. 

I Orig. Writ. VoL lIi.X..et. Sj et fuprpj Oath of the Novice. 
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be given tHl a time when the combined force and in* 
ftantaneoti^ efforts of the brethren (hall be irrefiftible. 

* The illuminizing General who fhall have managed 
this chain with the greatefl art^ who fhall have fpread 
it both far and near, who fhall have imparted to it a 
fufficient power of aftion to bear away and overturn 
a fingle effort every throne and every altar, all po¬ 
litical and religious inftitutions, and fliall drew the 
earth with the ruins of empires—He will be the creator 
of the MenuKingy /ole king, foie fovereign of his aftions 
as of his thoughts. To that General is referved the 
glory of confummating the grand revolution which has 
fo -long Ikcii the ultimate objeft of our myfteries. 

Whatever proofs I may have adduced, that muft na¬ 
turally lead my readers to fuch a conclufion, it may 
neverthelefs be an objeft of furprife to them to fee 
that Weifhaupt had really planned this long chain of 
fubterraneoiis communications, by which himfelf and 
his fiiGceffors were empowered invifibly to aduate 
thoufands of legions, which inftantaneoufly, on a day 
preferibed, might burft into exiftence armed with 
pikes and torches, and all the horrid implements of 
univerfal revolution. Let my readers then caft their 
eyes on this feries of progreffion, which Weifliaupt has 
with his own hand traced in his letters firfl: to Cato^ 
Zwack and afterwards to Cr^/z-Bader. The expla* 
nations are his own, and let them be particularly at¬ 
tended to. 

For the prefent, dired nobody to me but Cortez, 
that I may have fome leifure to digefl; my fpecula- 
tions, and determine each one’s place ; for every 
^ thing depends on that. My operations with you 
fliall be direded by the following table : 
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Immediately under me I have two adepts, into 
whom I infule my wliole fpirit; each of thefe cor- 
refponds with two others, and fo on. By this inc- 
thod and in the limpleft way poflible, I can inflame 
and put in motion thoufands of men at once. It is 
by fuch means that orders are to be tranfmitted and 
political operations carried on.^ 

A few days after he writes to Ce^j-Bader, and tells 
him, I have fent to Cato a table (fchema) Blowing 
how one may methodically and without much trouble 
arrange a great multitude of men in the fine]} order 
poffible* He will probably have fliown it to you ; if 
lie has not, afli for it. Here is the figure (then foU 
lovjf the figU7‘e,) 

The fpirit of the firfl:, of the moll: ardent, of the 
mod profound adept daily and incelfintly communi¬ 
cates itfelf to the two A, A; by the one to B, B; by 
the other to C, C: B B and C C communicate it to 
the eight following; thele to the next fixteen, from 
thence to the thirty-two and lo downwards. I have 
written a long explanation of it all to Cato. In a 
word, every mm has hU Aide-Majory by vjhoje means 
lie hmnediately ads on all the others. The vuhole force 
firjt ijjues from the centre and then flows back again 
to it. Each caie fubjecds, as it were, to his own per- 
foil, tivo men vjJmn he fearches to the bottomy whom 

* I here feci it incumbent on me to infert the original 
text, to fliow that I do not exaggerate WelOiaupt’s meaning. 
The following are the terms in which he writes to Cato :— 
‘‘ An mich felbli: aber verveifen fie dermalen noch keinen un- 
mittclbar als d.cn Cortez, bis ich fchreibe, damit ich in- 
delTen fpeculiren, und die leiite gefehiekt rangieren kann ; 
den davon h’angt alles ab. Ich werde in diefer figur mit 
ihnen operiren.’’ (Here Jlaiids the figure already inferted 
above : The Letters ABC allude to the explanation given in the 
Letter to Celfus.) Ich habe zwey unmittelbar unter mir wel- 
“ chen ich nielnen ganzen geill elnhauche, und von diefen 
zv/cyen hat wieder jeder zwey.andere, und fo fort. Auf 
“ diefe art kann ich auf die cinfachlle art taufend menfehen 
‘‘ in bewegung und flammen fetzen. Auf eben diefe art 
“ miifs man die ordres ertheilen, und ira politlfchen opieren.’^ 
Original Writingsy Vol. IL Let. 8. to Cato, of the \ 6 th FcIm 
rtiary 1782. It may be remarked that Weifhaupt’s ftile is 
none of the purefF. 
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^ he ^ohfei^vesy difpofes, dnflame^ and drills, as it were, 
like recruits, that they may hereafter exercife and 
jSre with the whole regiment. The fame plan may 
be followed throughout all the degrees.”! 

* This is not a: document which, like many others, 
Howed unintentionally from Weifhaupt’s pen, and 
which he left his difciples to colled, in order to form 
the political Cod€-^-6^2x;e me leifure lo digeji my fpecti^ 
liitimsy and to determine each one^s place^--It is by fuch 
mea? 2 S that orders m^e to be tranfmittedy and political 
operations curried on, Thefe words evidently demon- 
ftrate, that it is not a provifional law which he is about 
to pronounce, but a premeditated one, that is to lafl: 
till that fatal period when whole legions,.fired with his 
fpirit, are to be led to that terrible exercife for which 
he had fo long been drilling them; that time fo ex- 
prefsly foretold by Weifhaupc and his Hierophants, 

f The original text of this letter is to be found in the 
Original Letters, Vol. 11 . Let. 13, to without any 

date. It is as follows : “ Ich habe an Cato ein fchema gef- 
‘‘ chickt,' wie man planmalfig eine grofTe menge menfchen in 
der fchbnften ordnung . . . abrichten kann. . • Es ift diefc 
“ form^.” 

Der gcift des erften, warmften, und einfichtfvolleften 
coramunicirt fich unaufhorlich und faglich an A A—A an 
B B : und das andere an C C^B By und C C communi- 
ciren lich auf die namliche art an die unteren 8. Diefe an 
die weitere 16, und 16 an 32, und fo weiter. An Cato hab 
ich es weitlaufiger gefchrieben : Kurz ! Jeder hat zwey 
fliigel adjutanten, wodurch er mittelbar in all iibrige wirkt. 
“ Im centro geht alle kraft aus, und vereinigt fich auch 
“ wieder darinn. ■ Jeder fucht fich in gewiffer fubordination 
zwey manner aus, die er ganz ftudiert, beobachtct, abrich* 
“ tet, anfeucrt, und fb zu fagen, wie recrouten abrichtet, 
damit fie dereinfi mit dem ganzen regiment abfeuern und 
exerciren konnen. Das kann man durch alle grade fo 
“ einrichten.” 

I do not find the long explanation mentioned as fent to 
Cato by Weilhaupt, nor do I remember to have feen it. It 
would mofl certainly be curious, and we fhould fee in a clear¬ 
er light how he was to infufe his fpirit into and fire the minds 
of thoufands of men ; but ftill thefe two letters are proofs 
more than fofficient for our purpofe. 

Vol. HI. LI 
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wlien they were to tie hands^ to fubjugate^ fire on, and 
vandalize the whole univerfe. 

When this fatal Jaw fliall be fulfilled, then will the laft 
Spartacus fally forth from his baleful den, and triumph¬ 
antly claim the fanguinary palm of murder and de- 
ftrudioii from the Old Man of the Mountain, who 
would fcarcely have been worthy of being his pre- 
curfor. The earth loaded with the ruins of laws and 
empires; mortals blafpheming their God; nations la¬ 
menting over their conflagrating towns, their palaces, 
public monuments and arts, and even their cottages, 
all overthrown ; fociety weeping over its lawsfitch 
fliall be the fight wdiich the laft Spartacus will con¬ 
template with joy, when’ he fliall exultingly exclaim, 

At length, my Brethren, the long-wiflied for day is 
come; let us celebrate the name, and dedicate this day 
as facred to the memory of Weiftiaupt, our founder. 
We have confuniniated his grand myfteries; no laws 
fliall exift, But thofe of his Order. Should nations be 
ever tempted to reiiaii to their ivickednefs, (to laws 
and fociety) this code, which has once deftroyed their 
bonds, may do it again.^^ 

Will not hell vomit forth its legions to applaud this 
laft Spartacus, to contemplate in amazement this work 
of the Illuminizing Code?—Will not Satan exclaim. 

Here then are men as T wiflled them. I drove 
them from Eden ; Weifliaupt has driven them to the 
forefts. I taught them to offend their God ; he has 
made them rejeft their God entirely. I had left the 
earth to repay them for the fweat of their brow; he 
has ftricken it with fteriiity ; for it will be in vain for 
them to pretend to till and fow that which they fliall 
not reap. I left them in their inequality of riches; 
but he has fwept all away ; he has deftroyed the .very 
idea of property; he has traiisfoniicd mankind into 
brigands. Their viitues, liappinefs, and greatnefs un¬ 
der the proteding laws of fociety or of their country; 
was an objed of jealoufy to me; but he has curfed 
their laws and their country, and has reduced them to 
the ftupul pride and ignorance of the roaming, fa- 
vage, and vagabond clans. In tempting tliein to fin, 
I .could not deprive them of repentance and the hope 
of pardon ; but Weifliaupt has taught them to feoff at 
crime and defpife repentance. Villany without re^ 
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Miorlc, and hopelefi misfortune, is all that lie has left 
to the miferable inhabitants of the earth ^ ^ 

Meanwlitle, before Satan fliall exultingly enjoy this 
triumphant fpeftacle, which the Illummizing Cpde is 
preparing, let us'examine how far fuccels has hitherto 
attended on its footftepsui What fliare has it borne hi 
that .revolution whkh'has already defoiated fo many 
countries, and menaces fo many others. How it en¬ 
gendered that difaftrous nionfter called Jacobin^ raging 
iincontrouled, and alnioft unoppofed, in thefe days of 
horror and devaftation—In Ihort, what effects this 
Code of the Illun^inees has produced, and what effefts 
it may produce.—This will be the objeft of the, hijio- 
rkd part of the Seft,, and of the lYth and hd Volume 
of thefe Menioirsv . '' 

‘Emd of the thi.rd Part. 
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Motes 7'elating_ to Jome Pajfages contained in the. 
two JirJl Volumes. 

I. 

T he public has felt convinced ho\u nearly it is concern¬ 
ed in the confpiracies which form the fubjed of thefe 
Memoirs ; and to this circumdance it is, that I am indebted 
for the great fuccefs they have met with, and the fale of an 
entire Edition of looo Copies before the Third Volume was. 
fent to the prefs.* ‘By fueh an extraordinary mark of public 
approbation; I am naturally excited to vindicate th^fe Me¬ 
moirs from any afperfions that might in the flighted: manner 
impugn tlxeir authenticity. Not indeed that any fuch danger 
is to be appreherxied from a letter fent to the Editors of the 
Britifh Critic, and which its author only choofes to fign wkh \ 
the initials D. J. I ann not, however, the lefs obliged to the 
anonymous writer ; for, by treating what 1 hare faid concern¬ 
ing Voltaire’s death as calumny and vulgar report (though I 
had aflerted nothing but/what was grounded on juridical rai- 

* The Englifh Edition has found nearly a finiilar demand, though, 
the translation was only undertak<fn after the l*rcnch Original had becqt 
time publilhed. 

Vol. III. L 1 2 
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mites dfepofited at Paris in the hands pf Monf. Momet, No¬ 
tary Public, and on the teflimony of the celebrated Mr. Tron- 
chin,) he affords me the opportunity of laying before the 
public the folfbwing letter from M. De. Luc, a name that 
needs no obfervation from me to enhance the value of its 
leflimony. ’ . 

} Letter from M. De Luc on the Death of Voltaire^ * 

“sir. 

Your Memoirs lUuJirathig the Hijlory of Jacohintfm iiaving 
been the other day the fubje( 51 : of cooverfation, it was obje< 5 l- 
€d, that the defeription of Voltair.e (fo prominent a feature in 
your Work) was fp very dilliinilar to that given by ^he other 
hiftorians of his life, that perfons at a didance from the fourcc 
-of information were at a Jofs what judgment to form. The 
difference between your account of his death, and that which 
appeared in a Life of Voltaire tranflated from the French by 
Mr. Monke, and publilhed in London 1787, was particularly 
noticed, and inci't^ me to confult that work.* The Tranfla- 
tor deferibes himfelf as a young naval ojfcer^ *who, while at 
Paris ^ wijhed to employ his recefs from profejfional duty, both to 
his improvenient and advantage. Nothing but the youth of Mr. 
Monke, and his want of experience, can excufe his under¬ 
taking ; for, to let his countrymen benefit by the proficiency 
lie was making at Paris, he diffufed among them, through the 
medium of this tranflation, all that poifon which was then fo 
indudrioufly emitted, to produce an cffe< 5 l now but too well 
known, and which I hope he does not at this day contemplate 
without horror. 

. “ I will make no obfervations on this Life of Voltaire ; you 
know from what fpurce it (?ame,* apd bow little capable it was 
of feducing any but heedlefs youths who, without .any know- 
Jedge of the age, they lived in, were dill fufceptible of a fort 
of admiration for every thing that was great, though in vice 
and villany.. As one of the artifices of inipiety is to repre- 
ient its ;champions salmly breathing their lad in the bed qf 
honour, I feel it incumbent on me to confirm what you have 
.faid on one of thofe circumdances of the death of Voltaire 
which is fo clofely connected with all the red. 

-Being at Paris in 1781, I y/as often in company with 
one of thofe perfons whofe teftimony you inyokc on public re¬ 
ports, 1 mean Mr, Tronchin. He was an old acquaintance of 
Voltaire’s at Geneva, whence he came to Paris in quality of 
fird phyfician to the father of the fate Duke of Orleans. He 

* I have.fci ti thi> life of Voltnire. JVir. de Villcrte was the author of 
it: and Mr. Monke might jiiii as well have citi'cifcd bis taleuu in 
Condcrcet. ’ 
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\vaa called in during VoItaire^s laft (ickneis ; and I have*heard 
Iiim repeat all thgfe circumflances on which Paris and the 
whole world were at that time full of converfation, refpeding 
the horrid (late of this impious man’s foul at the approach of 
death. M. Tronchln (even as phyfician) did every thing in 
his power to calm him; for the agitation he was in was fo 
violent, that no remedies could take efFe( 5 i:. But he could 
not fuccced ; and,' unable to eridure the horror he felt at the 
peculiar nature of his frantic rage, he abandoned him. 

So violent a ftate in an <exhaufl:ed frame could not be of 
Jong duration. Stupor, the forerunner of diflblution, muft na- 
luraUy fucceed, as it generally does after any violent agitations 
generated by pain ; and it is this latter ftate which in Voltaire 
Jias been decorated by the appellation of ^alm, Mr. Tronchia 
wifhed to diferedit jthis erro;r; and with that laudable view, as 
an eye witnefs, he immediately publiftied in all companies the 
jeal £a(5ls,and prccifely as you have dated them. This he did 
.to furnifli a dreadful lefibn to thofe who calculate on being 
able in a death-bed to invedigate the difpofitions mod proper 
to appear in before the judgment-feat of the Almighty. At 
that period, not only the date of the body, but the condition 
of die foul, may frudrate their hopes of making fo awful an 
invedigation ; for and fanedity as well as goodnefs are 

attributes of God ; and die fometimes, as a wbolefome admo¬ 
nition to mankind, permits the punidiments denounced againd 
the impious man to begin even in this life by the tortures of 
jreraorfe. 

But this inaccuracy refpedling the death of Voltaire is 
not the only one with which the aforenamed author might be 
upbraided. He has fuppreffed many well-known circumdances 
relating to his fird difpofition to return to the church, and hif; 
confequent declarations, which you have given on well-au¬ 
thenticated records, all anterior to that anguirti of mind which 
his co-operators have wifhed to fupprefs, and of which they 
tbi?mfelves were too probably the caufe. They furrounded 
him, and thus cut him off from that which alone could redorc 
tranquillity to his foul, by employing the few moments he dill^ 
had to live in making what reparation he could for the evil he 
hadidone. But this artifice could not deceive thofe who were 
better acquainted with Voltaire’s charadler; for, not to notice 
the a<ds of hypocrify which earthly confiderations frequently 
made him commit, thofe of which the fiidden fear of a future 
date have made him guilty are alfo known. I will give you an 
example of one, which was related to me at Gottinguen in De¬ 
cember 1776 by Mr. Dicze, fecond librarian of that Univerfi- 
ty ; ^nd you may. Sir, make what ufe of it you pleafe. 

“ During Voltaire’s refidcncc in Saxony, where Mr. Dieze 
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fcrved him as fecretary, he fell dangeroufly ill. As foon as he 
was apprized of his fituation he fent for a prieft, confefTed to 
him, and begged to receive the facrament, which he afliially 
did receive, fhowing all the exterior ligns of repentance, which 
Jaded as long as his danger; bufas foon as that was over, he 
affeded to laugh at what he called his liitlenefsy and, turning 
to Mr. DIeze, “ My friend (faid he) you have feen the 
nveahnefs of the . " ; .' 

“ It is alfo to human weaknefs that the fcftarics of his im¬ 
piety have attributed the paroxyfms of fear in him and fome 
others of his accomplices. ' Sicknefs, fay they, weakens*'the 
mind as well as the body, and often produces, pufillanimity.—4 
Thefe fymptoms of converfion in the wicked at the approach 
of death, are, undoubtedly, figns of a great *tvealnefs; hvx to 
what is it to be attributed ? is it to their uhderftanding ? cer¬ 
tainly not; for it is in that awful moment that every thing 
vanifhes which had clouded it during their life. That *Lveak^ 
fiefs^ therefore, is to be wholly attributed to their internal con-^ 
vision that they have finned. 

‘‘ Led away by vanity, or fome otlier vicious palTion, thole 
men afpire at creating a Se6t: ignorance and the paffions of 
other men fecond their undertaking. Inebriated with their 
triumph, they perfuade themfelves that they are capable of 
giving laws to the v;bole wotld: th^ey boldly make the at* 
tempt, and the hood-winked crowd become their followers. 
Plaving attained the zenith of happinefs for the proud and 
vain glorious foul, they abandon themfelves to all the wanton- 
nefs of imagination and defire. The world then, in their eyes,, 
becomes a vad field of new enjoyments, the legitimacy oT 
which has no otlier fiandard but their own inclinations; and 
the fumes of an incenfe lavifhed on them by thofe whom they- 
have taught to feoff like themfelves at every law, perpetuates^ 
their deliiium. But when ficknefs has difperfed the flattering 
cohort, has blafied their pleafures, and all hopes of new tri¬ 
umphs ; when they feci themfelves advancing,' abandoned and 
naked, towards that awful eternity on which they have taken 
upon themfelves to decide, not only for themfelves but for all 
thofe who have been led away in the whirlwind of their fic¬ 
tions, If in this terrible moment, when pride has loft its 
fupport, they come to refle< 5 l on the arguments on wdiich they 
grounded their attack againft the univerfal belief of a Renye- 
iaUon which was to ferve man as a'pofitive and univerfal rule 
in matters of faith — the <weaknefs then-of their argumeUrs 
(which they dare no longer = attire in the garb of fophiftry) 
(lares them in the face; and nothing but the total extin<ftion 
of their feelings can "quell the terrors of a confcie.ncQ which- 
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t-eils them that they *are about to appear before thS tribuhal of 
the Author of that Revelation» . . > 

• It is to point out this real n,veaknefs of the anii-chriftiah' 
chiefs .that vve muft labour throughout their whole hiftory, for* 
the benefit of thofe \vho,v\viihout any further examination (and 
perfuaded that ihefe opinions arc grounded on deep refearch) 
become their dupes and difciples: It is, I fay, incumbent on us 
to fiiow that thofe men had not, any more than their fedlaties, 
any. real convidiony . 2x16. that their obftinacy in their opinions 
folely proceeded from the narcotic fumes of the incenfe of 
their admirers. For this purpofe'it is my intention Ihorily 
to give to the public, in confirmation of what you have faid 
of Voltaire, all that my former acquaintance with him has 
brought to my knowledge. The times in which we live make 
it the duty of every man who has' had^a nearer view of the 
plots laid by the Sedl againft Revelation to unfold all the 
circumfiances of them, which are as fhameful from their vo- . 
luntary ignorance, as from their atrocity ; and it is this fen- 
timent, Sir, which makes me partake in common with all 
true friends to humanity, of that admiration and gratitude 
which are due to you for your generous exertions in this 
charitable career. 

“ I remain, Sir, Your’s, &Ci &c. 

“ De Luc.’^ 

Windfory the 1797* 

After fiich a tellimony, let people talk of Voltaire dying, 
with the calmnefs of a Hero. 

II. 

In the Second Volume there is a paflkge of a different 
nature, (page 438,) but which has given rife to objedions 
far better grounded. It relates to Mr. Sinetty’s ,arrival at 
Liflfe as deputy from the Grand Orient of Paris.. I know not 
by what millake he was faid to be an officer of cavalry, when 
in reality he was an officer of infantry. As to the faEt relatedy 
it is of little importance in which he ferved ; but the mifiake 
might inculpate two other officers of the fame name who 
ferved in the cavalry, and whofe loyalty and attachment to 
their King could never be afre< 5 led by the Jacobin Miffion¬ 
ary bearing the fame name. This miffake, however, haS 
given rife to much refearch. Mr. Le Comte de Martange, 
(whom I mentioned as being in the regiment of La Sarre in 
1776, and who has long fince been a general officer,) waS' 
applied to, and in the firft anfwer he returned appeared to 
have miftaken the fenfe of my Memoirs (indeed he only 
knew them by public report at that time,) thinking that I 
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had’ diargecf *the Military Lodge of Lifle with havirtg coh* 
trived and fet on foot the Jacobin Confpiracy. The reader 
will eafily conceive how be muft hare treated firch an alTer* 
tioo ; but fo far was 1 from hinting at any fuch thing, that 
I faid the officers of the regiment of La Sarre had taken thii 
emiflary for an entJxiJiaJi and a madman^ who on his fide foon 
found that the officers were not Mafons of his Jlamp. The 
Count alfo fays, that he never was acquainted with any other 
Sinetty than the officer of cavalry whofe charafter is univer- 
Lily and defcrvedly efteemed by every body. Though it may' 
be very poiTible for the Count to have loft all memory of z. 
perfon whom he had only foen twenty years ago for a few 
hours, neverthelefs this is the only expreflion that feeras to 
denote that he was not prefent at the feene I have mentioned. 
I am intitled howev^, to fay, that the Count has fince written 
a fecond letter, in which he lays that he has read my Memoirs^ 
and that he has there found fuch a concatenation of demon- 
ftratlons as tempts him to think that the perfon who gave me 
the Information might have been miftaken only as to fomo 
names or particular circumflances. That thefe particulars do 
not invalidate the fadt is evident, as the Chev. de Myon (anr 
officer in the fame regiment) has conftanrly refufed to con- 
tradift it, notwithftanding many prefling folicitations to that 
efre< 51 * In corroboration of the whole, many officers who 
were then in garrifon at Lifle have^ fince the publication, of 
the Second Volume, declared that they remembered the fa 61 :, 
though in the lapfe of twenty years they had forgotten the 
particular circumflances. In fliort, as an ultimate proof I 
will adduce the candour with which the perfon who thought 
himfelf moft interefted in getting the denial of the fa6l afeer- 
lained declared that he wais'perfectly convinced of the truth 
of it. Thus, fhould I lofe the teftrmony of a witnefs whom 1 
had cited, I fhall have replaced it by the verdidt of an im¬ 
partial judge. The fa< 5 t is, however, that I had taken too 
many piecautions to have been mifinformed on a fa( 5 t with 
which I had long fince been acquainted, but which I would 
print only on the teftimony of an eye witnefs. 

III. 

I muft farther inform my readers that frequent errors have 
been committed in the prefs among the figures in the quota¬ 
tions 5 and in Voltaire’s Letters fome Readers may be mifled 
by the variety pf Editions. But I again repeat, that not a 
finglc quotation has been made which is not to be found in the 
works quoted ; and a general Errata fliail be given at the end 
of the Eourth Volume, in which the Dates ihall be added 
to the Letters. 
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O B S E R A T I O N S 

Oh feme Articles puhlijhed in the Monthly RevieWj 
relative to the Memoirs on Jacobinism.’" 


T here arc Reviewers of whofe approbation I fhall ever be 
proud, becaufe I know the propagation of good princi¬ 
ples to be the objeA of their labors. There are others, how¬ 
ever, whofe applaufe would always be hateful to me, becaufe> 
under the mafic of fcience, they dififeminate the principles of 
Impiety and Rebellion. To which of ihefe clafiTes'the Mo 7 ithly 
Revie^w may belong, I fiiall not pretend to determine, as I am 
not in the habit of reading it; but fiiould be forry to ground 
iny judgment on the account which Dr. Griffiths, or his aflb- 
ciates, have given of the Memoirs of JacohiniJvu In the Ap¬ 
pendix to his twenty-fifth Volume, he has loaded me with im¬ 
putations which I Ih^uld leave to the good fenfe of my Read¬ 
er, were I engaged in a mere literary difpute; but 1 have de¬ 
nounced the mofl: formidable confpiracy that ever was con¬ 
trived againft Religion and Society. I owe it, therefore, to my 
caufe, and to rnyfelf, to prove which of us is moil: open to the 
charge of unfairnefsy of dexterity, or of treacherous ingenuity^ 
Fortunately the tafic is not difficult. 

Dr. Griffiths is pleafed to pafs a favorable fentence on niy firfl 
Volume, treating of the Confpiracy of the Sophifers again/} the 
Altar; but he fays, that the Conipiracy “ of the Sophifters 
‘‘ of Rebellion againft the Throne is fo imperfedly fupported 
‘‘ in the fecond Volume, that he muft ftiil aferibe the extiniflion 
of Royalty in France much more to the coiirfe of local e- 
vents in Paris, than to the previous coacerr and deliberate 
“ wifli of the'leaders of the Revolution.”—Certainly the Ja¬ 
cobins would not be forrow to fee fuch an opinion become pre¬ 
valent, for they alfo claim the right of faying to Kings, if we 
attack your thrones you may thank yourfelves ; it was your 
perfidy and defpotifm, much more than the efforts of a Briffjt 
or a Syeyes, that dethroned Lewis XVI; it was more owing 
to you than to Petion or Robefpiene that he was led to tiic 
fcaffold ; and, above all, it was the tyranny of Lewis XVI. that 
engraved in our hearts that wifii to exterminate every King 
on earth. Dr. Griffiths alfo finds it more convenient peremp¬ 
torily to pronounce on the validity of the proofs which I ad¬ 
duce, than to fubmit any of them to his readers, left they thould 
draw a very different conclufion. Not a word does he men¬ 
tion of the Letters, of the Syftems, of Hcibach’s Club, the 
Central Committee, of the Emiffades of the Grand Orient, of 
the Declamations and formal Avowals of the adepts Le Roi, 
Condorcet, Dudin, and his fellow-ievlev.ers of the Mernire. 

All this muft lead us to befie.ve, that Dr. Griffuhs is diiliculi; i 
of convidion when he pleafes to be fo ; and that he can with-" 
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hold proofs when he is not in a humour to refute them. Sd 
♦ tnany perfons will take the word of their teachers for grant' 

ed, that it is unneceffary for him to condefcend to give his rea- 
fons. We fhall fee whether he will deign to notice Sir Horace 
Walpole, who fo long fince denounced the Confpiracy of the 
Sophifters of Rebellion. If Dr. Griffiths be determined to be 
blind, I cannot pretend to make him fee. 

adly, Dr. Griffiths aifo declares, that my pofition ^Mswhol" 
!v erroneous,’' when I fay, that Equality and Liberty for?nthe 
effential and perpetual Creed of the Freemafons. Here I was 
tempted to recognize a brother dupe, but he had his reafonS 
for appearing to be better informed than I was. Hethenfpeaks 
of a communication opened between the Grand Lodges of 
London and Berlin 1776 ; and Berlin, he fays, was at that 
the very focus of co7ivergence for every ray of fnodern Philofo-^ 
phy; and then he affis, fvsere thefe e77iba£ies fnere child's play; 
or ^doere there FitJioleons concealed in the Lato7nies (Lodges) ? 
I candidly confefs, that had I known of thele communications 
with the very center of SophiRry, fo far ffiould I have been 
from retra<5lirig my proofs of the Confpiracy of the Frcema- 
fons, that I ffiould havfe given them a ftronger turn. I can alfo 
alTure him, that 1 would nor have generalized to fuch an ex-* 
tent my exception in favor of the Mafonry of the Grand Lodge 
of London, had I been informed that it could poffibly have 
contained members fo inimical to Kings as that Thnoleon who 
p.fTaffinated his brother Tit}iopha 7 iey for that fame caufe of hat¬ 
red to Royalty in which the Elder Brutus became the execu¬ 
tioner of his Children, and the Younger Brutus the murderer 
of Ctefar his benefactor. Let Engliffi Mafons defend them- 
felves againft the imputations of Df • Griffiths ; but every read¬ 
er will perceive, that the method he has adopted to prove that 
* pj-’ pofition nvas erroneous is rather extraordinary; for, accord- 

1 ing to his affiertions, if I am culpable, it is of having general¬ 
ized my exception toe much in favpr of thofeto whom I tho’t 
no guilt could attaclf. 

When we proceed to the third Volume treating of the lllii- 
minees, and I fpeak of their Confpiracy againft all fociety, 
property, and fciences, then is he far more difficult of perfua- 
fion. it is here that I am guilty of treacherous ir/gesiuity^ of 
partialityi and of unfairnefs^ Let the reader judge to which 
of us fuch imputations are the moft applicable. 

3 diy, The Reviewerdeduceshisgrandproofsagainftmefrom 
the manner in which I have tfanflated two of Weilhaupt’s texts. 
I muft own, that one of them gave me a confiderable deal of 
trodble, not on account of the language^ for the words are clear 
■ enough; but on account of the airant nonfenfe, and, to tne, 
irreconcileable contradidion of this text in the place where it 
ftands. To heve tranHated Weiffiaupt literally, we muft have 
made him fay, fe%o ^vanh; this is thefirjl flep towards Li- 
/ ‘‘ herfy. It is Jor this rcafoli that Savages and the Lear7ted (or 

men enlightened in the fupre7}ie degree) are perhaps the only 
free 77ien^ the a?uy independent 77ien." 1 here faw a great er¬ 
ror in ftating our men of learning as thofe who have 
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^anUy or as the freed, or as the mofl: independent of Socie^ 
ty. To enable them to attend folely to their (Indies, they (land 
in need of a fufficient fortune to relieve them from attention to 
temporal concerns. They (land in need ot the labor of others 
to death, lodge, and nouiilh them. They are above all others 
dependent on (ociety for that (late olTpeace and tranquillity fo 
necelTary to the progrefs of fcience. They muft, therefore, be 
monfters of ingratitude if they do not recognize that public au~ 
ihority, without which fciencesmuflbanilh. Putthemolllearned 
member of the Royal Society into a defert or a foreft, and iit 
another part put a country clown, and fee which of the two 
will tare bed, ordand 'modin need of the help of others. 

But this is not all; Weilhaupt politively afTerts.that (lavery 
is the offspring of the fciences ; and can it follow from fuch 
a polition, that the mod fcientllic are the freed and mod in¬ 
dependent of men ? As from a variety of other paiTages I knew* 
that, according to the modern Spartacusy no men were really 
enliglfcened, unlefs it were the favages, or thofe who wifhed 

to carry us back to the favage date; I tranflated it thus:-- 

** Hence fsnjj ^wanh is the firjl Jiep to^jjards Liberty.—It /r 
^ for this redfon^ that the favages are the 77ioJi enlightened of 
meUy and perhaps they alone are free\'^ but 1 took the pre¬ 
caution to add the German text, (“ Datum find wilde, und 
‘‘ in hdedken grad aufgeklarte, vielleicht die einzige freye 
menfehen") that each reader might give the fenfehe chofc 
to the original. !3r. Griffiths has done more, he has quoted 
that other text, in which Weiffiaupt literally declares (lavery 
to be the offspring of the fciences ; he neverthelefs makes 
VVeifhaupt fay, that favages and the fully enlightened are per¬ 
haps the only free men. '1 his certainly approaches nearer to a 
literal tranflaiion, and the fentence taken in*the abdradl may 
be more corredl; my tranflation, however, is conformable to 
the fenfe of the difeourfe ; but I have no objedion to fubditute 
that given by Dr. Griffiths, provided a N.B. be added, to warn 
the reader of the nonfenfe of it, and the grofs contradidion it 
contains. 

4 thly, Dr. Griffiths, or the writer he employs, next pro* 

ceeds to the French.-“ The text of Weiffiaupt exprefly 

fa^s, out of our prefent Impetfeli fortns of civil union nve 
Jhalt pafs into ne^vo and better chofen; bat the Abbe, in. 
Older to attribute to him the perverfe projed of perpetu- 
ating anarchy, unfairly renders the paflage as if we were to 
pafs back into the (avage (late/’ Then,as if he had it in his 
power to quote numberlefs examples of my unfair tranflations, 
he adds, “ On the topic of Pt^operiyy fimilar freedoms have 
‘‘ been ufed, with a not lefs treacherous ingenuity^ 

Upon my word Dr. Griffiths here fathers, with great facili-* 
ty, his own falling upon'others. Sir, notwiiltflanding the bale 
and calumnious acenfatiens which you chofe to vent agalnd 
me, i wrote to you as to a Reviewer upright in his intentions, 
yet liable to midake, but who, after fuch violent imputations, 
would condefeend at lead to infert in a future number of his 
Review the explamicn wliich I had fent him. You denied me 
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this means of defence; I then told you, that I (hould not leave 
the public in that error into which your Review might lead 
them, as in the prefent circumilances the confequences might 
be too dangerous. I requefted a meeting in order to lay before 
you the Original Writings, and therein to point out evident 
proofs that your imputations were unjuft. You refufed thefe 
means of redifying your miftake. What, then, entitles you ta 
better treatment than you have given to a man who was molt 
Certainly adtuated by no other feniiment than that of the pub-^ 
lie good, and whom you choofe to calumniate in defiance of . 
convidion ? * f 

It pleafes Dr, Griffiths alfo to reprefent my letter (in which 
I informed him, that 1 would not leave the public in an error) 
as a rifible threat of denouncing him as an lllurainee (June 
1798 ). He adds, that I ani “ at full liberty to accufeor com^ 
pHinent him by fiich a deferiptUn*^ You may, Sir, take what 
I am going to fay as a reproach or as a compliment; but|^ith- 
out pretending to fay whether you are initiated in the iRrets 
of iliuminifm or not, this much 1 can affiert, that no Illuminee 
could have ffiown lefs candor than has the author of the article 0 
to whicli I am about to reply. 

So far was I from attributing any other intention to Wei- » 
fhaupt, than that which he really had, when he wrote thefe 
Aus den Jlaate7i tretten nseir ifi Jteiie kliiger gensidhltCy 
which I have tranflated, de ces focietes ?ious pajfons a des voeux 
a U7i choh plus fage (from thefe focieties we proceed to further 
wilhes, and to a wifer choice); and as this fentence, taken ab- 
ftradlly, has no fignification either in German or French, I, 
in a note, called the attention of the reader to the fentence 
that immediately followed, as explaining the nature of the 

choice (Ft\ VoL ILL) -The Englifh tranfiator has o- 

milted this note, which, in reality was only added through 
an excefs of precaution. But had he^inferted it what would it 
have proved ? Nothing but an efpecial care on my fide not to 
attribute to Weifnaupt any meaning that did not entirely co¬ 
incide with the text. Am I to blame, if what precedes and 
what follows that fentence evidently demonflrate that this So- 
phifter was endeavoring to lead us back to thefavage flaie ?— 

I ffiould fpare the Reviewer too much, or fhould rather hold 
him out as an Ignoramus, were I to fay that he could have been 
miftaken as to the meaning of that fentence. Here it is, with 
what precedes and follows it: “ Nature drew men from the 
“ favage Rate, and re-united them in civil focieties ; 

“ thefe focieties proceed to further ^viJJses, a?id to a ^ifer 
‘‘ choicef New aiTociations prefent themfelves to ihefe wiffies; 

The 7toie i7i^ief)ort ^rmuld ait finer to the ^euord choice. 
Volume IIL and is literally as follows: To a mtifer choice; 

thii is the literal tratiflation of the tent, aus den Raaten tret- 
‘‘ ten wir in neuc kliiger gewahlte. The fentence that foIlon.vs 
clearly enough enprcjfes nohat this choice isd* I placed the 
German tent hetnneen 'a parenthefs immediately after the nvord 
choice; and as the fentence alluded to immediately followedy / 
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* • artd by their means we return to the ftate nx)kence *we cams^ 
not again to run the former courfe, but the better to enjoy 
our deftiny/^ Since the l^evicwer did not condefcend to fa¬ 
vor me with the interview 1 recjuefled, that I might fliow hirni 
the German text, 1 here print it, that he may get it tranflated 
by whoiTivand where he pleafes ; and I defy him to fiiow that 
I have either altered orw^r/^^’z/thefenfeofthatpafTage: ^‘ Die 
natur hat'das menfchen gefchlecht ausden wildheitgerifTen, 

** und in (laaten vereinight; aus denJlaateft trHten ^tr in neus 
KIi(ger ge^'dhite, Zu unferen wlinfchen nahen fich neue 
verbindungen, und durch diefe langen wir wieder dort an, 
wo wir aufgegangen lino ; aber uicht urn dereinft den alten 
zirkul Wieder zuriick zu machen, fondern uni unfere weitere 
** beflinmung nahcr zu eifahren." Now 1 boldly aflc, whether 
natural ftupidity can be carried fo far, or whether any man can 
be fo totally dellituie of every idea of logic, as not plainly to 
fee, that the ftate from which Weifhaupt fays that Nature has 
drawn us, and to whicli it is leading us back by means.of his 
(fecret) afTociations, is not the favage ftate^. Befide, he adds, 

I^et us explain this nisjlery; and how does he do this.^ why, by 
dedicating more than forty pages to prove, that the obje(^ of ' 
Nature in Secret Societiesi^ to eradicate even the very name of 
People^ Prince, Nation, or Country ; and this he pofitively tells 
us is one of his grand myjieries. This monftrous Sophifter alfo ^ 

fays, that Original Sin, the Fall of Man, was no other than 
their reunion into civil fociety; and that Redemption'll our re- 
iiiftatement in that ftate which was anterior to fuciety. It is 
^ven thus that he pretends to explain thegofpel; it is thus tliat^, 
he explains the rough fones, theJlQnefpUtorbrokeii, and thepo^’ 
UfljeiiJloneofMafonry. —And after this Dr. Griffiths and his 
co-opeiators will come and accufe ns of unfairnefs, dexterity^ 
and treacherous ingenuity, becaufe we unfold the abfurdity of 
his favorite Illuminifni 1 Let oar readers aflign thofe epithets 
to whom in their opinion they belong. 

5 thly. What can the Reviewer mean by that great zeal which 
he fliows for the characters of Weifhaupt and Jvnigge, thofe 
two prototypes of Jlluminifm ? In order tojuftify them, he 
comes and talks to us of the Theifm and of the opinions which 
they affected in their public writings, and aCts the brother 
dupe, grounding his opinion on Weifhaupt'^giving the wri¬ 
tings of the Socinian Baffedonx) to his novices. What does all 
this prove to a man who is fpeaking of the fecret opinions of 
Knigge and Weifliaupt, and who has demonftrated the whole 
doCtrine of their confpiring myfteries; to a man who proves to 
you, by the very letters of Weilhaupt and Knigge, that after 
the perufal of the writings of the Socinian Baffedow, thefe two 
atheifts recommend and give to their adepts the writings of 

looked upon the remainder of the note as perfeBly ufekfs, and o- 
mitted it; for n.vho could have dreamt that asty perfon could have 
cavilled at fo clear a fentence ? I only tranferihe the note in this 
place, that every reader 7?iay judge of Dr, Griffithses candour,--^ 

Tranflator. 
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the alheift Boulanger, of the atheifl: Roblnet, of the atheift 
Helvetius, of the atheift Diderot; and that Knigge even com¬ 
plains, that fuch a fuperabundance of Atheifm would betray 
the tendency of the Sed too foon? (Ori^rina/ Writingsy VoL 
/. Let, ^,from Spartccus to Cato.—VcL JI. Let, front PhU 
lo to Cato .)—To what purpofe, let me afle, is all the Ruff 
y/hich the Reviewer has copied from the German Illumineei 
about the Jefuiis; ail thofe panic terrors which he axFe(Rs about 
the return of Catholicifm in a proteitant country; as if protes- 
tants and perfons of every religion were nottjound in one in- 
tereft to countera( 5 l the plans of Jlluminifm ? If Dr. GrifUths 
willies to miflead the Englilh nation, as fome of the adepts did 
for a time in Germany, let him learn that the trick is Rale; 
that it will be in vain foi him to copy Mirabeau or Bonneville, 
and, like them, cry up the alledged proofs of jefuirs Mafonry 
difeovered by the llluminee Z.«a^/;-NiC0LAi. VVeareon the 
fpot, and can verify thefe grand proofs. We beg Dr. Griffiths 
to favor us with a fight of that famous Peiican difeovered at 
Oxford; and that he will not forget to tell us how it^comes to 
pafs, that this Pelican // replaced by a Sparronu-ha’voky whole 
feathers grow again, and ho^os a Sparro^v-kanvky mtbo ).htu re^ 
fledges itfelf evidently demonRrates that Jefuits have longfncs 
been bidden in the Englijls Lodges ; and that if great care be 
not taken, they are on the eve of fallying forth to make a moft 
terrible havock. He will alfo tell us how this demonftration 
becomes evident, when v/e obferve, that Sir ChriRopher Wren 
(the archite(R who built St. Paul's)was profeiTor in one college 

Oxford,and that the Pelican and Sparroye-hanjok were found 
in another college. But I am forry to confider, that, when Dr, 
Griffiths fhall have ably developed all the grand proofs given 
by Nicolai, the Englifh reader will be much tempted to rank 
the inventor and his paoegyrift in the fame clafs."* 

Let not Dr. Griffiths think that while we llirug our fhoulders 
at this miferabl.e fable of Cathollcifrn and Jefuitifm latent in 
Preemafonry, we cannot produce fubRantial proofs that this 
fable was only mvented to avert the attention of the inhabitants 
of proteRant countries from the progrefs nriade by the Illumir 
nees. We can (how thofe leaders of Illuminifm Brunner, the 
apoftate catholic curate of Tiefeiibach; the apoRate A 7 w//, the 
Chabot of Germ^y; the adepts Dorfeb, Blau, and Wreden^ 
the famous Illuminees ofSpire, Mentz, and Bonne, meditating 
and combining among themfelves the means of propagating 
this fable in Germany, juR as Dr. Griffiths had done in Eng¬ 
land. We can produce the letter of the adept Brunner to NL 
ynii, difeovered among the papers of Blau and fent by the of-* 
ficers who had feized them to the Bijhop of Spire, Dr. Grif¬ 
fiths knows many things concerning Mafonry and Illuminifm^ 
but he may probably be unacquainted with this letter; it would 
not be right that he lliould continue fo, as he will, by the in*s 

* See Monthly Revlenv, Augujly 1798, pages and 
See alfo the inifer able difcover ies of Nicolai appreciated in a Ger^ 
vian ^joork called the Veil torn from Mafonry, page ^18, 



OBSERVATIONS, StC. 

formation be better able to judge of the part that he is ailing, 
and of the fervices that he is rendering Illuminifm. 

This difpatch is dated June 9, 1792, that is, juft about the 
time when the coalition of the crowned heads feemed to me» 
nace Jacobinifm with immediate deftruclion. The adepts are 
much occupied with inventing a plan for remodelling lilumin- 
ifm, that it might acquire new vigor. In this plan a cloak is 
fought, which, hiding the grand machine, leaves its inftrumehts 
at liberty to a<ft without being feen, and 10 attain the objeft of 
the Sed without being fufpeded of meddling with Illuminifm. 

The cloak that was thus to favor the views of the brethren, 
was an Academy of Sciences formed of two clalfes of men, the 
one of men remarkable for their zeal in the caufe of religion, 
the other of profound iHuminees. Honorary members were to 
be eleded as protedors; and if (fays the author of the plan) 
Dalbert once gets to his govern?nent (that is, if the Suffragan 
becomes Eledor of Mentz) he of ail other princes ^eoould be the 
vtoji proper for our object, JVe may perhaps unfold the ^eebole 
of our pla 7 i to bhn^ ajid make Mentz the centra! pomt of our 
ac(lde? 7 iy>—To do a<way every idea of the hiddeit/nyferics of this 
acade?ny, it nvould be right that each member Jhouid nuear on his 
breafl a medal hearing the vifcription Religioni etScuntiis 
(to religion and fciences ).—The better to co 7 jcealourfecretoh- 
jeSiy 77 iufl be careful to e 7 igage ail the learned jcfuits,fucb 
as Sattler, Sailer, Mutschelle, and other learned re¬ 
ligious y that are perfectly of'thodox^ fuch as Gerbert, arid 
ScHWARTZUEBER. — It ^vould eve 7 i he right If it could be hrd*t 
about y that the eftablijh 7 ne?it of this academy fjould he announced 
to the public by a Jefuity and not by 07 ic of us* 

Pray, Dr. Griffiths, has this plan come to your knowledge? 
Now liften to what the adept author of the plan fays: “ But if 
people cry out agatnft hidden Jefuitifm and againft the pro- 
of Catholicifny it will be fo much the better. That 
would the better do away all fufpicion oi a fecret affpeiation \ 
one (and this is worthy of Dr. Griffiths's obfervation) 
one^sfelf help to fpread this falfe alannd* 1 here add the 
text, for the benefit of a tranflation from Dr. Griffirhs, which 
if he gives, I hope he will alfo add the text, that the pu blic 
may pronounce on the treachei'ous higenuity : “ Wurde fiber 
“ heimlichen Jefuitifm, oder fiber giofeie aufbreitnng des 
Kathoiicifm gefehrien, defto beffer; riadurch wiirde alkr 
verdacht einer geheimen verbindung nur um fo mehr be- 
feitiget. Man konte fogar diefen blindeo larmYelbft fchlagea 
belfen.'^' When, Sir, you fnall have duly meditated on ihls 
plan of the adepts, 1 fhould like to know what you could have 
done more to favor their views than you did in giving an ac¬ 
count of Mr. Robifon’s work, of my work, and of the nilfora- 
ble prod u <!:1 ion calling itfelf A frji Letter of a Free fc 

the Abbe Barruel. You will, doubtlefs, remark, that ihe date 
of this plan is June, 1792; fo you cannot refer your readers 
to the to make them believe, that fincetbe 

year 1790 there has been no farther queftion of illunilnirm ia 
Germany, 
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t flatter myfelf that you now coincide in opinion with 
fend that you think it might hare been better—ift, To have ei- 
ther fpoken of the above works with more candor and polite- 
nefs, or not to have mentioned them at all.—i^dJy, To have ao 
ceptedthe invitation that I fent you, that I might lay the ori* 
ginal texts before you.—sdly, To have publilhcd the letter 
that I requefted you would infert in your Review,—And 4thly* 
Kotto have pretended that 1 had threatened to denounce you 
as an Illaminee. For ready, Sir, 1 never felt the (lighteft in¬ 
ducement to pronounce whether the illumlnees had ever ini¬ 
tiated yourfelf or your co-operators in their laft rnyfleries.— 
You begin with granting that the confj^iracy of the Sophifters 
againft the altar really exifts; and when you come to the 
tlluminees you tell us, “ that bonuever e^travagaiit tnajfhctki 
ophiions dffolks leading men among the lUuminses, the ave^ 
rage nuillof the party, the colle£ied pnrfiut of the confederated 
Lodgesy appears rather to have had socinianism and re- 
“ PUBLICANISM than At keif in and Anarchy for^ its ohjeLisd*^ 
(June, 1798, p. 140.)—This is avowing at lealt that there ex- 
ills in thefe Lodges a confpiracy againif the God of the Gos¬ 
pel, and againfl the thrones of all fovereigns. This is alfa 
abandoning the chiefs or founders of the confederacy of the 
llluminees. When you go fo far youilelf, Sir, as to grant all 
this, am I not entitled to adc what could induce you to accufe 
me of 1*0 much treacherous ingenuity, when you confefs your** 
felf that I might be in the right; for you mult havei'een that I 
dillinguilhed the degrees; I have Hiewn by the very code of the 
llluminees how in their lirl); fchools they only infufed hatred 
for kings, and that fpecies of Socinianilm which borders fo 
clofely on rank Deifm. This, I think, was fufficiendy proving 
a confpiracy whofe tendency welldeferved the attention of the 
public. When I accufe the Se6t of aiming at the wildell an¬ 
archy, I iliow that this niyRery was referved to the profound 
adepts and chiefs, though their fccret at prefent frequently es¬ 
capes them before a public audience. Generally, Sir, they make 
the fame avowals as you do. They are pleafed to hear ir faid 
that Voltaire, and thofe men whom they denominate^r^^/ phi^ 
lofophers, againft Chriflianity; and that other felf- 

created philofophers of the Lodges confpired againft kings.— 
This might contribute to make nations believe that it is not fo 
very criminal a thing to engage in fuch confpiracies. But it 
is a more difficult thing to invent a plaullble pretext for con- 
fpiring againft all property and civil fociety ; and for that rea- 
fon more care is taken to conceal the ultimate views of th.eir 
plots. Meanwhile, however, they cry down every author that 
dares to unmaflc thefe hideous confpiraiors. Was it under an 
illulion, or wittingly, that you followed fo nearly the fame 
method in reviev/ing the v.^orks of Mr. Robifon and myfelf? 
Do not exped a decilion from me. My objed is, thiit the pub¬ 
lic fhould not bemiflead to believe that 1 have exaggerated the 
myfteries of the llluminees. I leave to that iame public to judge 
Whether any of the Reviewers are dupes or accomplices. 
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N. B. In fupport of the account given by the Monthly Rc* 

%}ien.Vy I am threatened with an anfwer from Sparta cus 
WEISHAUP r. My rejoinder is ready for this perfonage alfo- 
Let him meet me at the archives of Munich, where his Jetters 
are preferved. But as that might expofe him to the peril of 
the gallows, 1 confent that he fhould adl by attorney. Let him 
prove then that thefe letters are fpurious; and that the Court 
and Magiftrates of Bavaria impofed upon the world, when they 
publilhed thofe letters, and invited perfons of every country to 
come and verify the originals; for all other apology on his fide 
muil be ufelefs, and any anfwer on minefuperfluops. A com¬ 
plete anfwer to all his publications, as well as to his firfl: apolo¬ 
gy, is already publiHied in the code and hillory of his Illumin- 
ifni, and all that I can poflibly fay with reference to his y/rU 
fings may be reduced to three words, r^ad and vQrify% 




PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


* OhjeSf and Plan of this Volume, 

C onceived but a fhort time before the French 
Revolution, by a man whofe ambition feemed con¬ 
fined within the narrow compafs of the town of Ingol- 
fiadt and to the dufty folios of his fchoolsjby what ftrange 
means did liluminifm in lefs than fifteen years, become 
that formidable Se£l which, under the name of Jacobin^ 
rides triumphant over ruined altars, fhivcred fceptres, and 
icattered crowns; over the wrecks of nations and their 
confiitutions; over the bodies of potentates fallen beneath 
their poifons or their poignards, while they drag others iii 
their train, craving a fervitude termedor branding 
themfelves wdth the infamy of what they call an 

Under this name of Jacobin abforbing all the myfte- 
ries, plots, and combinations of every fe6fary againfi eve¬ 
ry religion, government, and fociety, by what artificq 
could liluminifm acquire that dominion of terror which 
forbids any fovereigii within the aftoniflied univerfe to 
fay, To-morrovr I ihall continue feated on my throne; 
which forbids nations and citizens to fay, that their laws 
and religion, their houfes and property, will not be torn 
from them; which forbids the peaceful inhabitant to lie 
down to reft with any alFurance that he will not rife in the 
morning beneath the Ihade of that fymbol of blood called 
the Tree of Liberty^ and threatened by the axe of the de¬ 
vouring guillotine ? How is it pofiible, that the fecref 
adepts of the modern Sportacus fhould be the invifible and 
exclufive movers of that long chain of crimes and calam¬ 
ities, that difaftrous torrent of ferocity and rapine, which 
is called the revolution ? How do they continue to dired 
thofe machinations which are to confummate the diflblu^ 
tion and mifery of human fociety ? 

In dedicating this Fourth Volume to the inveftigafion Obje(fl of 
of thefe queftions, I do not flatter myfelf with the hopes jbis vo- 
of illuftrating them with all that precifion, and of point- 
5ng out thofe particularities, which other men might have 
done who have had it in their power to follow the Seel 
of Illuminees into their dark abodes, without ever lofing 
fight of the adepts or their tcacherST The monfter has 
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taken its courfe through wilderneffes, and ciarknefs has 
more than once obfeu red its progrefs. Weifliaupt had 
adopted the bird of night for his emblem, becaufe he 
courted darknefs; but the fcreechings of this ominous 
bird, rending the air in fpite of him, difeover his fecret re^ 
treat. The venemous reptile is often difeovered- by the 
ftench of its poifon j the beaten and bIood-fl:aine“d track 
leads to the difeot^ery of the cavern inhabited by brigands 5 
and, notwithftanding all the efforts of the wicked, an ali- 
powerful God will fometimes in his mercy permit a ray 
of light to fliine on their tenebrous receffes, which may 
fuffice to devclope their plots. Many horrid particulars, 
no doubt, have been loft under the veil of darknefs; but 
in claffing thbfe which have come to my knowledge, I 
find abundance of proofs to trace the Sefl: wherever crime 
has pointed out its fatal influence. In vain does the blacfc 
cloud hover round thefummit of the volcano, the bitumin¬ 
ous and fulphurous vapors which it exhales, bear teftimo- 
nyof the interior combuftions, till at length the .eruptioa 
denotes the abyfs where fo great a convulfion was gene-» 
rated. 

Hence, without flattering myfelf with the hopes of lei- 
zijig every link of that horrid chain of iniquity which muft: 
blacken the page of hiftory when treating of the Seeft, or 
of decyphering the affumed names of all its adepts, I 
fnall proceed to lay before my readers what has already 
come to light. Afferting nothing but will bear the ftribleft 
ferutiny,! ftiall ftill fijid matter fuflicient to trace the pro- 
grefs of the Seel from its origin to that congrefs to which, 
at the prefent moment, it calls the vanqiiifhed fovereigns, 
not fo much to quell the horrors of the field of battle, as 
to enjoy that dorninion of terror which it defpotically 
fways without, and to prepare within nevy refources to 
extend its triumphs; not fo much to reftore to nations the 
tottering remnants of their laws and religion, as to invent 
means of obliterating the very traces of either that may 
yet remain. I fiiall here attempt to lead the hiftoriaq 
through thefe mazy windings left he fhould lofe himfelf 
when in purfuit of the Scvft. The reader has already feerj 
(incur remarks on the Code) its oaths and threats againij 
every religion, all fociety, and property. Now, when 
reading of what the Se6l has done, of the plots and ma¬ 
chinations It has fuccefsfully undertaken and executed, 
may nations and tlieir rulers acquire new ardor, and be 
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flimuktec^ to op|x>fe '^eip>future'proje£ls with all the 
courage dni ajl t^'xe meau^they me tnafters of. It is to tri¬ 
umph over JaCobinifm^ cofi: w'hat it may, that nations are 
to ftudy the records of this Se<Sl, and not to fink meanly 
into defpair. I know I am but mortal, and that ere long 
I fhall defcend into the grave; and I calmly wait my dis- 
folution j but fhouid that confideration prevent iny weep¬ 
ing over the general diflblution which threatens fociety, 
after I have awakened my readers to the dangers which 
• threaten them, only to fee them finking once more into 
that apathy .which portends ruin, under pretence that it is 
too lat:, that it is ufelefs to refifi: the fate which the Se6t 
has decreed for all nations ? God forbid that I fhouldhold 
fuch langu ige! Cannot the good be fired with that zeal 
which confumes the breaft of the mifereant heaving for 
wickednefs. Let the rulers of nations zai/i let nations 
to fave their religion, their laws, their property, as 
this infernal Sect wills the destruction of them all, and 
fuccefs muft infallibly crov/n their'endeavors. It is only 
in hopes of contributing to their fuccefs, that I once more 
.confent to fully my pen with the names of JFeifbaupt^ of 
Illurninee^ and of Jacebin^^zndi to.wade through theirdis- 
guftlng annals. 

The order to be obferved in treating of the hiftory of Plan of 
the Se6t flaall be regulated according to its moft remarka- fbis vo’* 
ble epochs. 

The firftfhali fhew Weifliaupt laying the foundations 
of his Illuminifrn, preparing and initiating his firft adepts, 
founding his firft Lodges, trying his firft apoftles, and pre- x 
paring every thing for great conquefts. 

The fecond {hall treat of that fatal intrufion which em¬ 
bodied thoufands and thoufands of adepts under Wei- 
fliaupt’s banners; and this epoch will be called the Illu-> 
Tnini'zation of Free^inafonry, 

Very few years fuftice to extend thefe tenebrous and 
myfterious conqueftsr but the thunderbolts of heaven 
warn mankind of their danger. The Se6I and its confpi- 
racies are difeovered in Bavaria, and it fpeaks of this dis¬ 
covery under the appellation of its perfecutions\ nations 
and their rulers have been led to believe that it was the 
death-blow and extinction of the Se£t. 

Shrinking back, however, into its dark recefles, with 
iinabating ardor, it crawls from den to den until it attains 
ihofe of Philip of Qrleans, who, joining the Sect wuth all 
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the adepts of his occult Lod^s^gives it fovereigu fw^y 
over the whole of French MaiOTry. From this monftrous 
afibciation fprungthe Jacobins^ with all the crimes and 
horrors of the Revolution. This conftitutes the fourth 
epoch of Illuminifm; for as the lion, feeling his ftrength 
fuificient, fallies from his den, roars loudly, and victims 
muft be facrificed to him; fo the Jacobins, or Illumini- 
zed Mafons, quit their lurking places, and with horrid 
yell announce to nations and their rulers that they may 
tremble, for the day of revolution is come. This is the 
epoch at which the Se£i: begins the execution of its plots. 
He only knows how low the earth is condemned to bend 
beneath their yoke, who in his vengeance permits the 
plague and other fcourges to devaftate empires until he 
has been av^enged of an impious generation. I neither 
pretend to be a prophet nor defeendant of a prophet; but 
in treating of the numerous crimes already committed by 
the Se(fl:, it will be but too eafy to point out thofe that it 
has ftill to commit, and that it will commit, if princes and 
their people difregard the leflbns of that fame God, teach¬ 
ing them the conduft they fhould hold, in order to avert 
the impending fcourge. • 
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CHAP. L 

FlrJ} Epoch of Illumimfm. 

F or many years pafl:, and particularly fince Free- 
mafonry had acquired fuch repute throughout Eu¬ 
rope, a multitude of petty fecret focieties had been form¬ 
ed in the Proteftant univerfities of Germany, each hav¬ 
ing its lodge,’ its mafter^ its myfteries, all modelled oii 
thofs founded by mafons coming from England and Scot¬ 
land. Hence fprung thofe various Orders of Hope^ of 
Harmony^ the Conftantijis^ the Black Brethren^ and the 
like. The difputes and quarrels, nay, the diforderly be¬ 
havior of thefe young brethren attracted, more than once, 
the attention of the magiftrates; fome few attempts were 
made to crufli thefe meetings, but being made without e- 
nergy they were of courfe ufelefs. Governments had not 
fufficiently confidered, that the moft dangerous abufe of 
thefe focieties was not fo much the quarrels and the boy- 
ifli battles which enfued, as the tafte which they inculcat¬ 
ed for focieties impervious to the eye of the magiftrate, 
and under the cover of which their fecrets were fo eafilv 
transformed into the myfteries of impiety and the plots of 
rebellion.* 

C 

* The fophiflicated mafons of France were not ftrangers to 
thefe boyilh Lodges. A few years before the deftrudtion of the 
Jefuits, one of thefe lodges was fet on foot in their college of 
Tulle, {tiling its members the Chevaliers de la Pure Veritc^ 
(Knights of the Pure Truth.) The Jefuits foon perceived 
whither this do< 5 trine of pure truth and its fecret meetings 
would lead. Before any other method for patting a flop to this 
new eltablilhment was propofed, they refolyed to try the pow¬ 
er of ridicule which was almofl: infallible in France. Accord¬ 
ingly one of the mailers undertook lo compofe a moft fancas- 
tic fong on our young Knights, and copies were fecretly dis- 
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It would, however, be difScuIt I believe to prove, that 
any fyftems or opinions militating againft religion or go¬ 
vernments had as yet been introduced into thefe puerile 
aiTociations. Many were even kiK)wn to profefs princi¬ 
ples conducive to good manners and morality. The re¬ 
medy may be found in the very (burce whence fprung the 
evil, that is to fay^ from the coiiftitutioa of thole univer- 
fities, whichy on the one fide> leaves the choice of the dif¬ 
ferent profellbrs in each branch to their fcholars, and on 
the other does not fuffidently provide for an honeft teach¬ 
er to place him beyond the pov^ers of want or the temp¬ 
tations of avarice and vanity. Hence it followed, that 
mafters, little delicate as to the means of obtaining a no¬ 
mination, and nearlj^deftitote of talents, had only to'fixow 
great zeal for one of thefe little focieties, or invent feme 
new myftery more enticing than the reft, and his Lodges 
immediately filledj the fcholars formed parties for him; 
in a fhort time his fchools were as much flocked to 
as bis Lodges, and contributions in his favor kept pace 
with his growing reputation. The fear of paiJin-g for a 
feducer of youth was abafagainft his making ufeof thefe 
focieties for inftllling bad principles into his young fol¬ 
lowers, how^-cver much he might have wiflied it; and: on 
the other fide, the authority which he had acquired in the 
fchools gave him a fuffiicent power in the Lodges to 
thwart any perveiTe intentions in the young adepts; and 
thefe oppofite reafons proved in general a fufficient guard 
againfi the introduction of great abufes.'* 

Tie time was not yet come, however, when proofs 
were to be acquired of the ufe to which the great con- 
Ipirators were to turn thefe myfterious nurferies. ^ 

When public report fpread the news in Germany of a 
new order of llluminees havir^ been founded in the uni- 
V'erfity of Ingolftadt by Weifliaupt, many people Oppos¬ 
ed it to be one of thofe little.college Lodges, which could 
no longer intereft the adepts, when once they bad 
cd their ftudies. Many even thought that Weilbaupt, 

tributed to all the young men who did not belong to the lodge. 
Scarcely could one of the juvenile Knights make hrs appear- 
ance without hearing feme ridiculous line of this fong hum¬ 
med in his ears; and in a feort timefguares, compafFes,Lodge 
and all difappeared, . 

^ See the Memoirs of a Proteftant Minifter on the lllurai*. 
nees. 
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who was at that time a fworn enemy to the Jefuits^ had 
only founded this Lodge with a view to form-a party for 
himfelf againft thofc fathers who, after the deftrudion of 
their order, had been continued in their offices of public 
teachers at the univei fity of Ingolftadt.'^ The Illuminees 
fuccefsfully availed themfelves of this opinion on an oc- 
cafion which we fhall hereafter fee to have been decifive 
as to their future exiftence in Germany. Had not the na¬ 
ture of their code and of their myfteries detnonftrated 
views of far other importance both for nations and their 
governments, to have been the grand object: of the foun¬ 
der, the Archives of the Sect would ihow beyond all 
doubt that from its firft inftitution Weifliaupt had con¬ 
ceived the hopes, and determined on means for extend¬ 
ing the plots of the Sedl to the utmoft boundaries of Em¬ 
pires* 

It was on the ift of May, 1776, that Weifhaupt laid 
the firft foundations of his llluminirm. The lift of adepts 
fei^ed among their Archives fhows his name inferibed 
on that day at the head of the Regifterj on the fame day 
^’^.v-Malienhaufen and Tiber'ius-^lcxx were declared 
Areopagites.f It is true that he feletSIed thefe two Srft 
adepts from among his pupils who were ftudying the law 
under him at the univerfity of Ingolftadt; thefe were ge¬ 
nerally young men from eighteen to twenty, a moll dan¬ 
gerous age, when the paffions eafily lay open the un¬ 
guarded mind to the feducllon of Sophiliry, Weifhaupt 
could not overlook fo fair an opportunity of forming a- 
poff les, who, returning home when they had linilhed their 
ftudies, might, under his dire<^ion, continue the lame ca¬ 
reer of fedu( 3 ion which he himfelf carried on at Ingoi- 
ftadt, Atrocioufly impious, we fee him in the hrll year 
of his Illuminifm aping the God of ChriAianity, and or¬ 
dering -^‘^x-Maffenhaufen in the following terms to pro¬ 
pagate the dodlrines of his new gofpel: Did not ChriA: 
fend his Apoftles to preach his Gofpel to the univerfef 
You that are my Peter, why fliould you remain idle at 
home, go then and preach/’I: 

* See the Memoirs of a Proteflant Mini’Aer on the Illumi-' 
nees. 

f Original Writings, Sedl. IV. 

X Hat doch Chriftas auch feine apoflel in die welt gefehiekt, 
und warum follte ich meinen Pen as zu haafe lafTen? 
dkaU.'—Original IVritirgs^ Letters to dijax, lotbScpt, 177 
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The modern Cephas had not waited for the orders of 
his mafter to give him proofs of his zeal. Jn the enthu- 
fiafm of his firft fervor, and during the very month of his 
inftallation, he had a< 51 :ed the part of Infinuator to Xave- 
rius Zwack.^ We fhall foon fee him outwitted by his 
pupil; but fo great a conqueft covered a multitude of fins 
of which he was afterwards guilty. By the name of Cato 
we fee Zwack pafs under the dire<ftion of Weilhaupt him- 
felf, and he foon became his favorite difciple. He may be 
laid to have robbed his Infinuator of the honor of hav¬ 
ing founded the Lodges at Munichs and it w^s through 
the means of this new apoftle that the Se< 5 l made that ra¬ 
pid progrefs which Weifhaupt boafts of in his letter to 
Tiberius-Nltxz^ 13th May, 1778: 

It is with great pleafure that I can inform you of the 
happy progrefs my Order is making: knowing How 
anxious you are for its welfare, and that you have pro- 
mifed to contribute to its fuccefs by all the means in 
your povv^er, I muft inform you, that in a few days I fhall 
be able to found two Lodges at Munich. The lirfl: will 
be compofe-d of Cato^ of Hertel, to whom I have given 
the name of Marins^ and of Maflenhaufen, whom we 
call Aja:<, Thefe three will receive their inftrud^ions 
in diredf line from me. You alfo fhall have a feat in 
their council when at Munich. I have been obliged to 
‘‘ fix Ajax' there, though he might have been of great ufe 
to me5 for he was the firfi: to whom I opened myfelf 
on the fubje^l:, and he alfo recruited Cato for me. Had 
I to begin again, I certainly would not make choice of 
him 3 but I have fo clipped his wings that he can no 
longer play oii any of his intrigues. 1 don’t leave him 
“ in poficiTion of a lingle halfpenny of our funds; they 
are entruflcd to Marius. Cato is the main fpring 
at Munich, and the man who condudts every thing. It 

* In the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs, page 9, in the 
Note, it is faid, it is clear that Z^ack was only initiated 
ter* months after the two adepts Ajax and Tiberius.^ ^ In 
place ten we Ihould read tnve?2ty-{^o months, as I meant to 
fpeak cf his inftallaiion among the Arcopagiies, which only 
took place on the azd of Feb. 1778. {Original IVritlngjy VoL 
1 . Sch. IV but he had been received into the Order on the 
a9th May, 1776, as may be feen by the tablets of Ajax. Be- 
flde, thefe tablets, and the lifl juA mentioned, do not perfe< 5 ^“ 
jy coincide. The reafon of this difference will be explained 
when treating of the firft adepts. 
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is for that reafon that you muft in future correfpond 
with him. It is in this Lodge that all is regulated witli 
V reg;^rd to the general direction of the order; but then 
every thing is to be fubmitted to me for approbation. 

The fecond college (or Lodge) fhall confifl: of the 
above-named brethren, of Berger, under the name of 
Cornelius Scipio^ and of a certain Troponero, whom we 
have fjrnamed Coriolatiiis-^ a moft excellent man for us, 
about forty years of age, and who has been for a long 
time concerned in the Hamburgh trade: He is an able 
financier, and at this very time reads public lectures ou 
finance at Munich. 

To thefe will foon be added Baader and Werftenrie- 
der, both profefibrs in the fame town. This Lodge is 
‘‘ to attend to all local concerns, that is, to all that may 
be of fervice or diflervice to ,us at Munich. Claudius^ 
one of Cat o'" s coufins,' and the young Sauer, an appren- 
tice to a merchant, are in the Noviciate. Eeieramcr, 
furnamed ZoroaJ}e 7 \ who was initiated a few days ago, 
is going to try his luck at Landfhut, whither we fend 
him to fee how it will be received there. Michel, un- 
“ der the name of Timofi^ and Hohenaicher fet off to the 
“ attack of Freifinguen. 

■ You are but little acquainted with the people of Aich- 
“ ftadt. It is eiiough to fay, that (counfellor) Lang, fur- 
named Taiiierlaiie^ is DireiStor there. His zeal has al- 
ready gained over to us Odin^ Ofiris-) Lticullus^ 

Sefojiris^ and Mofes, This is going on pretty well^ I 
think, I forgot to fay, that we have our printer at Mu- 
nich. We are now making a new edition, and at our 
own expenfe, of Alphonfus de Far gas on the Jirata^ 
gems and fophifms of the Jefuits.* You {hall foon re- 

* This fiippofed Alphonfus de Vargas^ whofe calumnies a- 
gainft the Jefuifls Weilhanpt renews with fo much ejJgernefs, 
is no other tlian Gafpar Sciopius^ far better known for the grofs- 
nefs and virulence of his tedious difeourfes againll thofe who 
dared differ from him in opinion, than by his erudition. He 
was particularly abufive apainft Scalier and James 1. King of 
England; the latter had him anfwered in ,Spain by a fevere 
baftinado. This was alfo the man who revenged himfelf in fo 
virulent a manner on Cafuuhon and Du Plefis Moniaiy his 
beft friends, but who had contradidfed him on a point of lite- 
jaturej in fhort, the man who has been alternately called tlie 
Attila, the Cerhsrusy and even \\\^ public executioner of 
ture. See McrerPs and Feller*% BiCthnaries, 
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<< celrc a copy of it. If you v/ill fend your contribution 
** in money to as you promifed, I (hall be obliged to 
you. He will fend you a receipt foi it. 

If, through your zeal, and by your means, wcicould 
obtain a footing in Suabia, it would be a great ftcp 
g.ained for us. Let me then befeech you to fet to work% 
—In FIVE YEARS yau zvill be ajiomjhed to fee what a 
frogrefs we Jhall have made, Cate is really incompar-* 
able. The greateft difficulties are over. will now 
^^fee us advancing with gigantic Jlridcs, Do fet to work 
then. It would be in vain for you to expeSi a better ec* 
cajion for acquiring power. You are endowed with all 
the neceffary talents for fuch an undertaking; and to ne- 
gle6l building in the Elyfian Fields when the occafion 
offers is to be doubly criminal. There are a vaff num* 
be’r at Aichftadt; and could not your natal foil rival an 
Aichftadt. With refpedl to myfelf, the fervices I can 
‘‘ render here can be but of little avaiU Anfwerme foon; 
make an extract of this letter as ufua), and then fend it 
back to me, &c/' 

The grand obje£I of fuch intimations on the progrefs 
of Illuminifm was not fo much to (atisfy the curiofity of 
the adept, as to ftimulate his zeal by the example of Cate 
and Tamerlane^ thofe adlivc recruiters for the Seil, the 
former at Munich, the latter at Aichftadt. Though he 
owned that Tiberius had not been altogether unfervice* 
able to him, neverthelefs Weiftiaupt did not think that he 
had made a fufficient return for the honor conferred on 
him in being nominated at once fecond Areopagite and 
fecond Apoftle of the Order: It was with much concern 
(to make ufe of Weifhaupt's expreffion) that hefaw this 
apoftle had neither fon nor nephew in the order, that is to 
fay, that he had not founded a Lodge nor recruited a fin* 
gle novice.* Wholly abforbed in his pleafures, Wei- 
fliaupt Rad hitherto made but fruitlefs attempts to ftimu¬ 
late his zeal, nor had he fuccceded better through Cato's 
means; but this news had the defired effed^. Thcfe in¬ 
timations on the progrefs of Illuminifm finiftied by re- 
quefting Tiberius to feek out a proper perfon to be fent 
to found new colonies in Suabia. This fired the fiuggard 
apoftle with emulation: 'Tiberius undertook the talk him- 
iclf; and in a fhort time we find him reprefented in the 


* Letter 3, to Cato. 
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annals of the Sect as at the head of a new colony at Ra- 
venlburg in Swabia, and as fulfilling pcrfedtly the func» 
tlons of his apoftlelhip.^ 

But this zeal of Tiberius^ as well as that of j 1 jax^vr 2 L% 
but of an intermittent nature. The latter had robbed the 
funds of the Order; and Weifliaupt, fpeaking of him, 
complains that he had done him more mifehief both in men 
ond money than three years could recruit again,\ As to 
liberius^ he had fo thoroughly imbibed the iniquitous 
doArines which he was to infufe into the young adepts, 
and the fcandalous publicity of his character militated fo 
much againfb that hypocrify which Weilhaupt judged ne- 
ceflary for the propagation of his Illuminifm, that we {hall 
£*e him hereafter expelled the Order. Notwithfending 
the feeming impropriety of fuch a choice for the two fe- 
nior apoftles, it was to them neverthelefs that the Sedl 
was indebted for the two colonies of Munich Athens^ and 
of Ravenlburg Sparta* As to Aichftadt Erzeru7ny Wei- 
ihaupt himfelf was the founder. He profited of the firft 
vacation he had from the fchools to make a*i excurfion to 
that town, and there employed all that time which the 
generality of profefibrs dedicate to the recruiting of their 
health, after the labors of the paft year, in the propagation 
of his do6frines. An afliduous ferutator, he fought among 
all ranks of citizens and of all ages thofe he could hope to 
captivate. The firft perfon on whom be call his eyes, 
was one of the principal magiftrates, of the name of Lang* 
But a few days fufiiced for this conqueff, and this is the 
Tamerlane whofe fuccefles are fo much extolled in the 
above-mentioned letter to Tiberius* He next began to 
exercifc his talents as Infinuator with all the artifice and 
according to the laws laid down in the code, on men who 
bearing a certain chara( 51 :er, and habitually refiding among 
their fellow-citizens, could the more effeflually influence 
the public opinion. He made an attempt to feduce the 
Chapter of that town, for it was from thence tliat he writes, 
« r even think that I fliall be able to recruit two others, 
and w'hat is more two Canons* Can I but execute my 
defigns on the Chapter, then we {hall have made a great 

Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. to CafOf »5th Aug. and 
3 d Sept. 177S. t Original Writings, Let. 3, to Cato* 
t Let. 3, to 4 jax» 
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It does not appear that he fucceeded with his two ca¬ 
nons; but we fee him on the other hand making nume¬ 
rous conquells. He begins by a certain Schleich, with 
whom he is much delighted, and who on his firft admis- 
llon prefented the Order with whatever books Weilliaupt 
chofe to felecl from his library. Then comes a man fur- 
named Lucullus^ who, while only in his noviciate, begins 
by Weilhaupt’s exprefs command to a£t the part of Inh- 
nuator to the Baron Eckert, who was fuppofed to be a 
great prize. In fhort there was a number of young men 
whom Weifhaupt perfuaded to come and finilh their edu¬ 
cations at his univerfity, that he might be able to com¬ 
plete their initiation. Such was the fuccefs he met with 
during the few months he remained at Aichftadt; and he 
was fo overjoyed with it, that he writes to 
haufen, “ I have mod certainly done more during this 
vacation than all of you have done together^.’" Though 
obliged to return to his public funtSlions of teacher at the. 
univerfity of Ingolftacit, he left this new Lodge in pos- 
leiHon of fuch a fund of illuminized inftruflion, that Aich- 
ftadt was foon looked up to as the model of Lodges; and 
the predeliflion which Weifhaupt ever aftei; retained for 
it is obfcrvable. He often propofes it as an example to 
thofe adepts who became lukewarm in the fervice of the 
Se6l. It was alfo the Lodge which he had the mod grofs- 
ly impofed upon as to the origin of the Seef, and which 
he mod ridicules in his confidential letters to C<?/i?-Zwack, 
when he fays, “ 7 'he greated of our ni3^deries mud be the 
novelty of the Order. The fewer perfons there are in 
the fecret, the better wediall thrive; at prefentyou, and 
Merz are the only two that know the fecret, nor do I 
mean to tell it to any one elfe for a long time to come.. 
As to our fellows at Aichjiadt^ there is not one of them 
that knows it^ nor is there one who would not fwear on 
« his life and deatjy that the Order is older than Methn^ 
^^falem\r 

On his return to Ingoldadt,Weidiaupt applied himfelf 
to the means of combining his fundtions of Doftor of 
Laws with thofe of Founder of a Secret Society, whofej 
future purpofe was the total fubverfion of every law. He , 
fulfilled the former part of his duty with fuch alliduity, 

* To Ajayii Let. 4. i 

•J- Orig. Writ, Let. 2, to Phiiip-Strozzi or 



KIoTORICAL PART. 


2i5r 


and with fuch an appearance of candor, that he was cho- 
len Superior of the univerfity. This new dignity only 
added to his hypocrify. The fame year, fo far was he 
from lofing fight of his tenebrous plots, that he formed a 
fecret fchool, wherein he amply counter-balanced the les - 
fons he was obliged to give in public; and by means of 
4 this new fpecies of fcholars he ftored up abundant means 
•for the propagation of his Illuminifm. At once Superior 
and ProfefTor of the univerfity, he made ufe of this dou* 
■ble title to infpire the parents of his fcholars with new 
confidence. He converted his houfe into one of thofc 
boarding-houfes where young men, perpetually under the 
-eyes of their mafters, are fuppofed to- be better preferved 
from the dangers which threaten them at that age. Se¬ 
veral letters demonftrate the intention of this monftrous 
pedagogue to offer his houfe and table to the young flu- 
dents of the univerfity as a means of attaining his baleful 
ends. He folicited fathers and mothers to entruft their 
children to his care; and overjoyed at having obtained fo 
precious a depofit, he exultingly writes to his adepts^ 
that the young Baron of Schroeckenberg, and the young 
Hoheneicher, are to be boarded with him.” . He then 
adds, j^nd tbefe gentlemen alfo muji fwallow the bait 
that is throvjn to themd^ When he had obferved the 
great facility that this fecret fchool gave him of feducing 
his difciples, he writes, ^ Next year alfo I will take board- 
^ ers at my houfe, always with a view to forward the 
grand obje^”^ Should it come to pafs that he could 
not perfiiade the parents to intruft any of his young audi¬ 
tors to his care, efpecially when he had cafi: his views on 
them, he then had houfes near him and in his intereft, to 
which he would entice the young pupils, left: he fhouldlofe 
fight of them. It is on a fimilar occafion that he writes 
to Ajaxy^^ I fee no other lodging for you in our neigh- 
- “ borhood but at my mother’s, I fhouid be exceftively 
happy if that would do for you; and more particularly 
‘‘ fo, as.fhe would make no difficulty in allowing you the 
key of the houfe-door. I do not wifh to force you to 
‘‘ go there if you can find a better; but the great advan^ 
tag^ of this would be^ that I Jhould always have a pre^^ 
^ tence for going to your chambery and there we ceul 4 

D 

^ Orig, Writa Vol. i.Let. u to Ajax, Let. ao, to Cate* 
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?nsre cafAy than at my boufe difcourfe together ^mthouf 
any Okie's knowing a 'luord of the matter^ Our union 
zvoiild be mere fecretJ'"^ 

Let not the reader be furprized at feeing me defeend to 
all thefe particulars. I am deferibing the infant ftateof a 
Se6i:, and the founder forming his firft difciples. Such 
jPaeans might be defpifed by fome; but this was not the 
cafe with our prototype of rebellion; he fcarcely ap¬ 
pears to venture beyond the porch of his own habitation. 
Let the wolf alone; in the thickets of the foreft fhe fuc- 
kles her young; they grow in flirength, and we foon be¬ 
hold them carrying the palpitating remnants of flocks to 
gorge the ravenous maw of her who taught them to de¬ 
vour. Scarcely had Welfliaupt dedicated his fecret fchool 
for the fpace of two years to his llluminifm, when his 
adepts, Vv'orthy of fuch difallrous plans, fallied forth to 
fpread the baneful poifons. Let the reader judge of the 
importance of his means by the fuccelfes attending on 
them; let him reflect on them while V/eifliaupt fhall be 
his own hiftorian in the following letter; 

“ In future,” fays he to his two famous Areopagites 
Cato and Marius^ you will affume a different tone with 
limon and Hoheneichcr, as I have let them into the 
whole fecret; I have even difclofed myfelf to them as 
founder of our Order; aiid I have done it for many rea- 
foJ'iS, 

Firft, Becaufe they arc to be ihetnfelvet founders cf 
a new colony at Freyfuiguen^ their native country^ an^d 
on that account ItanU in need of more particular inftruc- 
tions as to the whole tendency of the Order, which 
were much too long to have been given by letter. I 
piofit of every iiiitant while they remain with me to 
prepare them for every thing. 

Secondly, Becaufe they muft in the meanttlme Infi- 
nuate the Baron D’E * and fome otherJludents, 

“ Thirdly, Becaufe H-” (this H-is evident¬ 

ly the abore>-mentioned Hoheneichcr, the very perfon of 
whom Weifnaupt fays, when enticing him to board with 
him, He Jhalljwallow the bait) is too well acquaim- 
“ ed with my ffyle of writing and of thinking, not to have 
“ foon found out that the whole was of my own inven- 
tion. 
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** Fourthly, Becaufe of all my hoaiders of laft year he 
« was the ONLY one who had not been made acquainted 
zvith the whole bufnefs. 

Fifthly, Becaufe he has offered to contribute to oar 
<< fecret library at Munich, and zvill fiirnifo us with fcve* 
ral important articles belonging to the chapter of Frey ^ 
finguen* 

And, Lafily, Becaufe after three months more in- 
fl:ru6fion, which 1 have to give them, they will both be 
enabled to render us the moft important fervices/’* 
From this letter we may evidently infer, firft, that of 
all the young men who boarded with Weifhaupt during 
the firft year of his confpiracy not a fingle one efcaped 
his darlc defigns: Secondly, that they were not only ini¬ 
tiated in the inyfteries, but even in the moft profound 
myfteries, that, for inflance, in which he reveals himfelf 
to be the founder of his Illuminifm, which is pointed out 
in the Code as the laft fecret, and only to be imparted to 
the moft confummate adepts.f Thirdly, that before he 
had initiated his boarders into all his fecrets, he ufed them 
as tools for the fedu 61 :ion of other ftudents of the unlverfi- 
ty, whom he had not been able to entice to his table.— 
Fourthly, that at the very period when Weifhaupt reftores 
his pupils to their parents, their fedudioii is complete; 
and that when thefe young men quit the univerlity, as 
having accompliihed the ftudy of the laws of their coun¬ 
try, they depart for their natal foil imbued with the prin¬ 
ciples and initiated in all the means by which they are to 
overturn thofe very laws which they are fuppofed to have 
been ftudyiiig, and annihilate all religion, fociet), and pro¬ 
perty.—Fifthly, the reader is not to torget the linpo'i^ant 
articles which the young Hohcncicher promifes to fteal 
from the library or the Chapter of Freyfinguen, and with 
which he is to emich the fecret library of tlie Sedf. Such 
an action could only be a coiifequcnce of Wcifliaupt’s 
grand principle of morality, that a nfcful theft could not be 
criminal^ or that thofe fame means which the wicked em¬ 
ploy for an evil end are juftifiable when employed for the 
attainment of a good end. It is the fame principle which 
begins by plundering the libraries of the clergy, as the firft 

* Original Writings, Vol. r. Let- to Onto and Marlnu 
t See the Code, Vol. 3. Chap li- 011 the Grai.ci Myfteries, 
Page 
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flep towards the plundering of their eftates; which foon, 
under the pretence of general utility and neceflity for the 
fupport of the premeditated revolution, will invade the 
property of the Nobles and of the Rich, of the Merchant, 
the Hulbandman, and the Mechanic, pillaging all, and 
blajfling the molt diftant hope they may have conceived of 
preferving the fmalleft remnant of their fhattered fortune 
from the general wreck. When the hiftorian (hall come 
to treat of thefe great revolutionary fpoliations, reverting 
to the prime fource, he will find himfelf in the midft of a 
Seit calling itfelf Illuminees, a fchool of methodized rob¬ 
bers thieving by principle, whence Weifhaupt fends his 
apoitles of depredation, and brigand adepts. Soon we lhall 
behold them boafting of other fpoliations. The leflbns of 
the fecret cavern (liall fpread around, and the adept, anni¬ 
hilating all property as well as blafphcming all govern¬ 
ment and all religion, lhall do homage to their matter pre- 
tiding over his fecret fchool. 

The two new adepts, formed with fo much care to the 
arts of feduftion, at length received their milTion, and the 
town of Freyfinguen, under the appellation of Tkebes^ be¬ 
comes the fourth colony. About the fame time the adepts 
of the two Lodges at Munich Ihowed fo much zeal for 
the propagation of the myfteries, that Weilhaupt after 
having calculated on their and his own fuccefs,did not he- 
fitate at writing to them, “ If you do but continue with 
the fame zeal, we lhall in a little time be mailers of our 
whole country* that is to fay, of all Bavaria. 

The reader mull not, however, think that his views 
were circumferibed to this Eleclorate; he foon writes to 
his Areopagites, defiring them to make choice, from 
among the foreigners who were then at Munich, of per- 
fons who might be inllrudled, initiated, andfent to found 
new colonies at Augfoourg^ Ratijbon^ Saltzbourg^ Land^ 
and in differ£ 7 it parts oj Francmia,\ At the time 
he UTOte thefe jnllru£tions he had already fent his million-* 
aries to the lyrol and into Italy^X The part, or rather 
the multiplicity of parts, which he afted at Ingollladt to 
enfure the fuccefs of his undertaking are as inconceivable 

^ Orig. Writ. YoL t. I»et. a6, 14th of Not'ember, 1778. 

IVe-nn fie Jo fortfabren^ fivicfcit einiger zeitfogehort in kurzer 
Zeit unjer vaterUind uns, 

t loid. Let. 39, t Ibid. Let. 36. 
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as they were real. He gives us a fmall flcetch of his afti- 
vity v/hen he writes to Cato, propofing himfclf as a model: 
Do as I do, avoid large companies. But do not think 
of remaining idle if you wifh to acquire any influence 
in this world. Wait a while; the hour is coming, and 
“ it will come foon, when you will have a great deal to do. 
Remember Sejanus, who fo well aflumed the chara^er 
of an idle man, and who tranfafted fo much bufinefs 
“ without appearing to tranfaft any; erat autem Sejanus 
otiofo fimtllimus^ nihil agendo inulta agens neverhad 

a confpirator better laid down the precept or given the ex¬ 
ample than Weifhaupt. 

Apparently tranquil at Ingolljadt, Weifliaupt had a 
far better cloak for his confpiracies than Sejanus’s idle- 
nefs. A feeming afliduity in his duty, a gi'eat fhow of 
zeal and erudition in his expounding of the laws, eafily 
mi fled people to believe that his whole time and talents 
were engrolfed with the ftudy of them; and, if we are to 
credit his own account, Ingolftadt had-never wdtnefled a 
profeflbr fo well calculated to add new luftre to its uni- 
verfity. The public fun61 ions of profeflbr of the laws, 
and the fecret arts of feducer in private, had not made him 
forget that he was alfo the founder of Illuminifm, and that 
in this latter quality he had to form a code of laws, which 
were at once to annihilate every other law, ail religion, 
and all property. At the time when he initiated his firlt 
adepts, he was lar from having perfedled that code of ini¬ 
quity; and perhaps in the ftriit lenfe of the word Wei- 
fbaupt had deviated from the common rules of prudence, 
in giving way to (uch ardor for the propagation of the Or¬ 
der, fending his apoIUes and initiating his difciples before 
he had completed the code of laws which was to regulate 
their conduCf. But fuch an impetuofity cannot be conll- 
dered in this prototype of rebellion as a want of forefight, 
or as an excefs of confidence. He knew that years and 
experience were neceffary to perfe61: that gradual fj'fiein 
of initiations and of trials v/hich his Novices were to un¬ 
dergo ; and artfully to prepare thole impious and fophifii- 
cated difeourfes to be pronounced by his Hierophants; in 
a word, to complete that concatenation of artifice v/hich 
was to regulate the conducl of his Regents,Dire6i-ors,and 
Areopagites. He could not endure the idea of facrificing 


^ Let, z, to Cato. 
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to many years to mere theoretic projefts. He would, in 
his firft elfays, make conquefts that were to enfure him 
ftill greater ones on a future day, which he had already 
calculated. He knew his own talents too well to enter¬ 
tain the lead doubt-of fuccefs; he forefaw how far he could 
perfedl thofe fyftems which he had as yet only conceived, 
and hewiflied to have ready at hand a numerous clan of 
dii'ciples difpofed to receive his new gofpel, and apoftles 
who'fhould need only to be initiated in his laft myfteries, 
when his code, completed, was to be fent to the tenebrous 
recedes of his different colonics. 

Such were his views, and fuchthe confidence he had in 
the tranfcendency of his own genius for wickednefs,whea 
he wrote at different times to his firft adepts, “ Do not 
“ trouble yourfelf about future degrees. The day will 
come when you (hall view with aftonifliment what I 
have done on that fcore. In the mean time, be it your 
care to enliji men for ?ne^ prepare knights for me^ iujiruif 
the7n^ dijpofe them^ ainufe them^ and leave the reji to ine^ 
The whole of your bufinefs confifts in adding to the 
numbers. Allow yourfelves to be directed, and obey 
for a year or two longer, and give me time to lay my 
foundations^ for that is the ejjential points and nobody 
underjlands that part better than i do. If thefe fouii- 
dations are once laid, you may then do what you pleafe; 
and though, you vjcre to try^ I ivould defy you to over^ 
throzv }ny edifee,^^^ 

This defperate method of proceeding muft have given 
rife to many difficulties; but Weiihaupt overcame them 
all. By provifional regulations and private inftructions 
he fupplied the deficiency of this incomplete code, and he 
was equal to the talk. The greateft obftacles he met with 
came from thefe very Areopagites from whom he had ex¬ 
pected the greateft (upport. Villains will difagree even 
ill their villainy; and, impatient of the laws of the ftat^c, 
they become impatient of the laws of their own leaders'. 
Weifhaiipt wifhed to take advantage of their views, but 
had no intention of imparting his to them; he knew his 
own fuperiority in the black arts too well, he wiflied for 
agents and not cuunftllors and co-iegiflators. Jeaioufies 
and inteftine broils rofe to fuch a height, that any other 

Extra(fls from Let. 8, to Ajar^ from Letters to Cato^ and 
to the Areopagites particularly from Let. 59, Yol, j. 
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but Weifliaupt would have thought that his infant afTo- 
ciation muft have been crufhed in its very cradle; but he 
found means of weathering the ftorm; now riegociating, 
then defpotically commanding; fuppliant like, he enters 
into agreements, and ends by dilating conditions; pray¬ 
ers, excufes, all are means with him to command fubmis- 
fion; he even fhowed himfelf difpofed to facrifice all the 
fruits of his paft labors; he threatened to abandon his re¬ 
bellious brethren to themfelves, and to undertake the di- 
reftion of a new fociety more powerful and ftronger ftill, 
in as much as he would render it more fubmillive.'^ In 
the midft of all thefe broils, he alone continued and per- 
fcdfed that code which would have required the talents of 
twenty Machiavels. Storms indeed appeared only to fti- 
mulate his ardor and activity; and he lays himfelf, when 
writing to his dear Cato^ I am once more at open war 
with ail our people; that does no harm^ it enlivens the 
machine \ but if I underftand the part I have to adl, I 
‘‘ can neither praife nor wink at faults committed. Mean 
“ while our affairs go on very well; and provided they 
follow my directions the general fyftem will have loft 
nothing.^'f Night and day^ in the midft of thefe broils, 
as ho fays, meditating^ writings and combinings all that 
could perfect, ftrengthen, or propagate his Illuminifm ei¬ 
ther in the whole or part, he neverthelcfs held his profefs- 
orfhip with appiaufe, he overlooked his fecret fchool, he 
formed new adepts, and from his fanctuary wa'.ched and 
overlooked his miflionaries in their provinces and new co¬ 
lonies. By means of the ^dbus Licefs he would defeend 
into the minuteft particulars of their conduct, direct them 
in their undertakings, point out to them what might be 
done, and reprimand them for what they had not done to 
promote his views. Voltaire’s correfpondence under this 
head is immenfe; but it is not to be compared to Wei- 
fhaupt’s; not a letter of all thofe feized by the arm of the 
law but bears the ftamp of the comfummate confpirator; 
not a letter that dcjes not allude to the myfteries or to fome 
new artifice; that does not point out the candidates to be 
enticed, the adepts to be advanced, animated, repreffed, or 
reprimanded; in fhort, the enemies who are to be guard¬ 
ed againft and the protedors to be courted. His apoftles 
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are on the fpot in their difFerent millions, while he, from 
his head-quarters, appears to be better acquainted with 
thofe who furrounded the[n than they are themfelves. He 
goes fo far as to inform them of the rank, political or c'u 
vil ftation, and even of the private charafters of thofe 
whom they arc to recruit; he gives them the means, men¬ 
tions the pel fons who are to fecond them, and w^hat com* 
panics they ought to frequent, in order to fucceed in their 
undertakings; in line, he animates, threatens, and repri* 

'' inands his adepts, juft as if they were ftill boarding with 
him, though perhaps at many hundred miles diftance.-— 
Scarcely have tlvey made any new conqueft when he di- 
reSs them in the/ame manner, and at once governs the 
main fpring and every fubfervient power throughout the 
whole Order. His correfpondence will (how him on the 
fame day writing of the laws neceflary for the further 
eftablifhment of his Order, of treaties to be made, of plans 
of commerce, and of the moft impious commerce, to en¬ 
rich his Illuminifm. At length, with all the hypocrify of 
a man who afliimes the charadter of an idler, or at leaft of 
one only fulfilling that which his public duty exa£ls from 
him, he aims at the fupremacy over every confpiring 
He gets himfelf received a Free-mafon, he dives into the 
fecrets of the occult lodges of the Roficrucians, and blends 
their confpiring arts with his own.^ He next forms an 
alliance, and from the bottom of Bavaria correfponds with 
thofe feuvrations which the free-mafons of Poland were 
preparing; and left any of thefe revolutionary arts Ihould 
be loft, he makes large colledlions, which might be called 
the grand arfenal for the fedudtion of nations; and thefe 
are to become the foundations of fecret libraries for the 
ufe of the adepts. He neVer lofes fight of thofe profits 
which accrue from the fecret preffes, which were perpe¬ 
tually difgorging poifon into the minds of the people.— 
For the further replenifhment of his coffers, he fets all 
the talents of his adepts to work; fome are to contribute 
pamphlets, profe or verfe, or journals, while others are to 
coliedi all the impious dodlnnes and calumnies of anti-^ 
quity, or to compofe libels on fubjecSls which he gives 
them; and, for his own part, he ujidertakes to burlefque 
the Prophets and the Lamentations, and to convert the 
hiftory of the church into a romance replete v/ith calmn- 
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The facred writings mention a Devil that was na¬ 
med Legion^ from the innumerable evils he brought upon 
mankind; were we to confider the fatal a<£fivity of Wei- 
ihaupt in every impious and rebellious art, we fhould be 
tempted to believe that he had been poffefTed by this evil 
fpirit, and that it was to that devil he owed all his fuccefs^ 

As yet the very exiftence of the Order had not been 
fufpeiled at Ingolftadt, though there v/ere already in Ba¬ 
varia alone, five Lodges at Munich; other Lodges and 
Colonies at Freyfinguen, at Lanfberg, at Burghaufen, and 
at Straubing. Weifliaupt was on the eve of founding 
others at Ratifbon and Vienna; many had been eftablifil¬ 
ed in Suabia, .Franconia, and Tyrol. His apoftles were 
working at the fame time in Holland and at Milan. His 
IlluminiliTi had not been founded three years, when he 
writes to Cato that he has rnore than a thoufand adept 
He was much indebted to his own zeal and activity for 
fuch a rapid progrefs. I cannot flatter the hiftorian with 
the hopes of an accurate account of the whole Legion; 
but I can fatisfy his curiofity, I think^ with refpecSl to thofe 
who the mofi: actively feconded Weifliaupt, and who af¬ 
ter their founder appear the moft confpicuous on the re¬ 
cords of the Sed:, 

^ Vol.'i, Let. 6jto to Cato^ 36, &c. To Phllip-Stroz* 
s/, Let. &■ pallim> Vol. a, Let. aa, et paflim. 

t Orig. Writ. Vol. i, fee Let. zy, 10 Cato, 13th Abenmeh^ 
z 148, that is to fay, 13th Not. 1778. 
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Zwack. 


CHAP. IL 


Of the principal Adepts during the firji Epoch of Illu^ 
minifnu 

O F this legion of ConfpiratOrs, whichj as early as the 
third year of illuminifm, Weifhaupt computes at 
more than a thovfandf Xayerius Zwack is certain¬ 
ly the moft confpicuous among the adepts. He is ftiled 
the incomparahlc 'y and the greater part of the letters print¬ 
ed in the Original JVritings are written to him, particu¬ 
larly thofe which comprehend the cleareft account of the 
myllerics; in fliort, his favor was fuch, that the founder 
of the Secf apolfrop^ifes him laying, Now you are in a 
poft where nobody can be above you butyourfelf; you 
are exalted above all the Brethren; an- immenfe field 
opens itfelf for you to exert your power and your influ- 
ence, fhould we fucceed m propagating oar fyftems.'^f 
Such a didiniSlion and fuch favor naturally fuppofe great 
merit. Happily, an incontrovertible monument exifts 
which will direct the Hiflorian in hisjudgment,and ren¬ 
der unnecefiary any further refearch. It is to be found at 
the end of the firft Volume of the Original Writings,under 
the title of Tablets relating to Danausj zvrlttsiz by Ajax^ 
p^xjl December^ 177 ^* .Danans is the firlt characterifiie 
name that was given to Zwack when only a candidate. 
'Fhe fadl is evident, as in the firfi: column of the 'Tablets 
we find the brother Danaus deferibed by his ov/n riaine: 
Ajax^ that is, Aiafl’enhaufen, adis the part of Scrutator. 

'—Should this flatemeJit not be very Battering, we may 
at leaft conclude that the failings and vices of the adept 
are not exaggerated, fince the Scrutator declares, that it 
is by the extreme intimacy and friendfhip in which he liv¬ 
ed with the Candidate that he has been enabled to make 
this conquefi', and terminates the tablet by ftating the 
Candidate to be one of thofe Sages who has all the ne- 
celfary qualifications to be admitted into the Order.— 

Original Writings, Let. 15, to Catsj, 

. Ibid. Vol. I, Let. 37. 
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Thefe tablets are alfo a lading monument of the rapid 
progrefs Weifiiaupt had made, even in thofe early days of 
lllumini&n, in the fcrutinizing arts; nor will they prove 
gn unfaithful ftandard by which the Hiftorian may judge 
of the merits of thofe confpirators, whom the founder fe- 
kds as worthy of his mod intimate correfpondence. Let 
us begin by fupprefiing that difgud which naturally drives 
the honed heart from dwelling on fuch defpicable en¬ 
gines of rebellion, remarkable* only for their vices, and 
proceed from thefe tablets to depict the features which 
are in future to dand as the model for all thpfe who are 
to recruit Candidates for the Se6l:. Let jiations and the 
people at large learn what a miferable banditti of thieves 
and libertines pretend to regenerate them, and how bafe- 
ly they are duped by them who dirred up the Revolu¬ 
tion. 

The Tablets, whence Weifliaupt is to learn the me- 
rits and demerits of the future Cato of his Order, are di- 
vided into fevejitecn columns, each relating to a diderent lets of ids 
head. The name, the age, the civil dignity, the deferip- Infinuator. 
tion of his perfon, the civil and moral charafter of the 
Candidate, are all treated of feparately. Then follow the 
dudies he Is addidfed to, the fervices the Order may ex- 
pedt from him, the progrefs he has made, the degrees con¬ 
ferred on him, the fecret manuscripts or books left to him, 
the contributions he has paid; his friends, his protedtors, 
his enemies, and the perlons with whom he correfponds, 
are each feparately treated of. 

Under thefe columns is to be found a fecond table 'alfo 
fubdivided, and containing obfervations on the family, and 
particularly of the father and mother of the candidate, 
made by the fame.Scrutator. ' Combining thefe two ta- 
bles we find, That Francis Xaverlus Zwack was fon ^ timn.. 
of Philip Zwaqk, commifiary of the Chamber dcs Comp-- 
tes^ and was born at Ratifbon: 'That at the time of his 
initiation (29th Aday, 1776) he was tv/enty years of 
age, and had finifhed his college education.” 

The defeription of his peifon. He was then about H. 
five feet high. His perfon e mac late d by debauch cry \ his Coiani«. 
conftiturion bordering on melancholy;-' his eyes of a 
dirty grey, weak and languij}nug\—his complexion pale 

f Der ganze bau felnes durch debauche mager gewordenen 
korper inCliniert nun zum melancOiifchen temperament. 
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Vf. VIK 
VfU. 
Columns. 

IX. 

Column. 


-<V- 
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and fallow ^—his health v/eak, and much'hurt by fre« 
qaent diforders^—his nofe long, crooked, and hooked* 
«—Hair light brown;—gait precipitate ;—his eyes aU 
« ways caji towards the ground\^Mi\^cx the nofe and on 
each fide of the mouth a mole. 

“ The tnoral charaSfer^ religion^ confcicnce. His heart 
“ tender, andmofi: extraordinarily philanthropic, but ftoic 
when in a melancholy mood; otherwife a true friend^ 
circumfpe^l:, rcfcrved, fecrety —often fpeaking 

‘‘ advantageoufly of himfelf,—envious of other people’s 
perfections— voluptuous^ ejideavoring to improve him- 
ielf—little calculated for numerous afiemblies— choleric 
and vlolenty blit eafily appeafed—willingly giving his 
private opinions, when one has the precaution to praife 
‘‘ him^ though contradiSling him —a lover of novelties— 
071 religion and conjcieiice widely differing fro 7 n the re- 
ceived ideas \ and thinking precifely as he ought^ to be- 
co 7 ne a good 7 nember of the Orders 

His favorite Jludies^ and the fer vices he can render 
to the Order. Moft particularly addicted to philofophy 
“ —having fome knowledge of the laws—fpeaking F rench 
and Italian very correctly—at prefent attempting to get- 
“ himfelf placed in the foreign department— a perfect 
rnajier in the arts of diJJi 7 nulatio 7 i\ a proper perfon to 
he received into the Order^ as applying himfelf particu- 
larly to the ftudy of the human heart.’^ 

Friends^ correfpondencey company .—Here the Infimia- 
tor Jiames five or fix perlbns, friends to the candidate.— 
Among them we find a certain Sauer and a Berger^ both 
of whom foon after appear on the rcgillers of the Sect. 

Thefe three colunuis contain the name of Jjax as In- 
finuator—The day when the candidate was infinuated— 
and when received. 

“ Of the 77 ieans of gaining and leading the Candidate.^ 
and whether he is acquainted with any other fecret fo- 
“ defies. —Here it appears that Zwack was already con- 
necled with other fecret focieties, which made the con- 
queft rather more difficult.— intimacy of ourf 7 dend- 
« //)?/>, (fays the Infinuator) and particularly the care which 
J took to affume a myfterious tone and appearance, lev- 
elled many difficulties.—At prefent he exprefiTes a great 
ardor and zeal for the Order. 

‘‘ Predeminant paffions — Pride.^ love of glory.^ probity^ 
eaftly provoked— 7 i\\ extraordinar) propenfity for mys- 
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^ teries— a perpetual ctiflom of jpeaking of himfelf and 
of his own pcrfe 5 iions.^'* 

In the eleventh column \^are informed, that the can^ 
didate had received ?l penfum to fill up, or a difcourfe to 
make, and that it was to be linifhed on the 29th April, 
1778. 

' The twelfth mentions the fortune and revenue of the 
candidate; but the Editor has left the figures in blank. 

The two next Ihow, that the day on which Z wack en¬ 
gaged to pay his contribution for 1777 was the 29th of 
May, but for 1778 v/as the ill: of April. That on the 
-19th July 1776, he fent a Dutch Ducat, and fome time 
after two books on Chymlftry. 

The column in which the Infinuator notes tlie progrefs 
of his candidate fhowSj that the fecret books which had 
been given him to read v/ere thole numbered r, 2, 4, and 
.9—the orders which he had received are only numbered, 
as alfo the leave given to recruit other Brethren. As this 
column is made ufe of to note the fucceflive progrefs of 
the candidate, the Brother lafinuator at length arrives at 
that period when Zwack has received all the information 
neceffary to his ad million into the Order. He then de¬ 
clares, that it is time to impart more ellential fecrets to 
him and to promote him to higher degrees. ' 

The fixteenth column enumerates his enemies, and the 
reafon of their enmities. In the lafl vve find the names of 
his friends and protedlors. 

I fhould not have infifted fo much on thefe Tablets, 
had I not thought it neceffary to give one fpecimen at 
ieall: of thefe inquifitorial iiilfrumentsj in ^which illiimi- 
nifin grounds the choice of its adepts, and the future fiic- 
cefs of its conipiracies*^ 

Many readers may he curious to know what is contained 
tn the fecond table, fubjoined to ihai which deferibes the can¬ 
didate. It is in ten columns, comprehending the names and 
rank of Zwack’s relations, an account of their children, their 
fortune, their alliances, friends, and enemies; the company 
they keep, particularly the educaiion they have received, and 
their moral charafler, which is called their Jlrong or their mosak 
fide. The Editor has thought proper to omit fome articles in 
cIjIs tabie-^The two which appear to be the mofL perfect are 
on the jirong'and^eak fde of Zwack’s parents, who, accord¬ 
ing 10 the Infinuator, have received an aiitiquatededucat:o?i not 
•worth much. The father is deferibed as “ jealous of his honor, 
honelt, zealous in the .difeharge of Itis duty—apparently 
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When we refledl on the leading features of thefe ta¬ 
blets, what idea are we to form of Zwack’s charafter? 
Inordinate debauchery, extreme fatuity, jealoufy,dil3imu- 
lation, and a fullen melancholy.—Such features are more 
than fuflicient to banifh him from all good company.—• 
He alfo thinks on matters relating to religion andconfci^ 
cnce as the adepts do; or, in other words, is a downright 
Atheift. With an infatiable thirft after novelties^ he has 
all that admiration for fecrecy which the revolutionlft can 
defire. He, moreover, prcfelles univerfal philanthropy for 
all mankind, that he may the better fucceed in his plots 
againft every focial law; and this could fufnce to oblite¬ 
rate all other failings in Xavcrius Zwack, and conftitute 
him the favorite adept. 

Aleanwhile the IclTons of the Infinuator, together with 
that black melancholy which reigned in his heart, had 
nearly deprived Illuminifm of the important afliftance of 
this beloved adept. To defpife death was one of the im¬ 
portant leffons that we have feen given to the novices; 
;ind to die by their own hands rather than difclofe the fe- 
crets of their teachers, v/as particularly inftilled into them, 
Weifhaupt had conceived this maxim in two words, 
tet E.xitiis (the exit is free) or dejlroy hbnfelf zuho will^ 
particularly if he finds himfelf unhappy in this life. It is 
apart of that convenient maxim afterwards decreed by 
the Jacobins, That death was only an eternalJleep, Full 
of this principle, and vveary of his exiftence, our new 
candidate had perfuadeJ himfelf, that (hould he die by his 
own hand he would die the death of a fage. He compos- 
i;d his work, entitled, Thoughts on Suicide. They are the 


to bis inferiors> but really loving them to excefs—*• 
fpeaking roevery body wiih a tone of aathority and in ape- 
“ daniicftyle—In bis habits and fpeecb impoliticly frank—fe- 
“ crei, and fpariug even to the want of nscefl’aries when he can 
“ ferve Ids Prince, zealoully ferviog him witliout din:in< 51 ion of 
perfons, to the lilk even of lofing all his employments — 
feeling, humane, myflerious, officious, and proud of his ex- 
p.eiicncfc—carefully attentive to the whole of his affiairs.’’ 

As to the mother, “ Jhc Is c good Imifckeeper—ahforhed in her 

“ dear ctnld Xaveriu^ y^^ojack^ and to forth/’-Many other 

things have been fiippreffied in this latter table. But there ilill 
remains n^ore than fiUricient to give all relations of llluminces 
an idea of the methods ufed by th$ ferutinizing Brethren to 
pry into their mofi: fccret conduft, and to defcrioe their moil 
piiva^tc iaterells to tke Order, 
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fentlments of an Atheifl: worn out with debauchery, and 
almoft mad with impiety*^^ Me madfe his will, and wrote 
the following letter to Brother Ajax. 

“ Munich, the 30th Od*. 1777.—Friend, I am on my 
departure. It is the beft ftep I can take, Fare thee well; 
doubt not of my probity, and let it not be doubted of by 
others. Confirm the Sages in the judgment they are 
going to form on my death, and look on thofe who blame 
it with pity. Be thou an honeft mans think fomctiines 
‘‘ on me, and do not let me be forgotten by the fmall imm- 
her of our friends. Beware of pitying me, 

ZWACK.” 

In a poftfcript he bequeaths a ring as a keepfake to 
Brother Ajax^ and begs him to forward a fecond letter to 
the whole brotherhood of Illuminifms it is as follows; 

And you alfo. Brethren,! faluteyou for the 1 aft time; 
« I thank you for your good intentions towards me. I de- 
« dare to you, that I was v/orthy of them—I declare it 
upon my honor, which is my only worth, and zuhich 
alone 1 heldfacred. Let my allies be honored by your 
remembrance; blefs the?n^ zvhile fuperjiition Jloail curfe 
“ me. Enlighten yourfelves mutually, labor to render 
in^ikind happy, efteem virtue and reward it; punifti 
crime, and behold with pity the failings of human na- 
‘‘ ture. On the brink of his grave, defending into itde- 
liberately, and making choice of death through convict 
tiony through dcinonjlration^ choofing it for his happi^ 
nefs'^ it is thus that he makes his adieu, who everte- 
mains your friend and Brother,! 

Zwack/^ 

Illuminifm muft have loft its favorite adept, had iTs 
proved as conftant in his refohition as he was ferious 
when he took it. No reafon is given why he conderccnd>r 
ed to live; but in like manner as Weiihaupt has f^ujid 
a protector in the perfoii of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, fo 
has lie been created a Privy Counfellor to the Prince of 
Srdm-Kirbourg, and is his ordinary agent at the Imperial 
Chamber of Wetzlar. At this prefent moment he is de*. 
puty for the Ploufe of Salm-Kirbourg at P^aftadt, at the 
General Congrefs of the Germanic Empire, treating of 
peace with the triumphant Illuminees of the French Re¬ 
public. He is accompanied by a Sieuc Ambmann^ a citizeix 

gee Origiraai Wmiugs, Vol. i. Seil. ao. f Ibid,, 
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of Darmftadtjandanlllumineelikehimfeif. Hiftory,! fuji*. 
pofe, will at foine future time explain how he contrived to 
combine the intercfts of the Sec^ with thofc of the Pow¬ 
ers which he had fworn to annihilate. But 1 st us retuiin 
to Zwack at a time when he little expected to be carried 
by the Brethren to that exalted ftation where he was to 
decide on the fate of Sovereigns, 

Flis Thoughts on Suicide^ however, v/ere riot loft on 
his fifter-in-law, for (lie really fought death, and, throw¬ 
ing herfelf from the top of a tower, dafhed her brains 
out.^' But he, who had chofen to live, took umbrage at 
the great length of his noviciate, and at the many trials 
Jjux made him undergo. He writes direcftly to Wei- 
fhaupt, who, taking him under his direflion, begins by 
telling him that Jjax'hzi impofed upon him by not for¬ 
warding the letter he had written to the brethren; but 
fince he has impofed upon you^ fays the inftru6tor, trick 
him in your turn', and the following was the method a- 
dopted on Weifliaupt’s propofal. Zwack is eftablifhed 
Infpeftor oyer his own Infinuator;t and he then gave 
the moft evident proofs that his charafter had been well 
drawn, when it was faid that he was a perfe^ majier of 
the arts of dijfmulatlony for although he now becaine the 
confident and bofom friend of Spartacus^ and was con- 
fequently initiated in all the myfteries of the Se£l:, he ne- 
vcrthelefs continued to adt the part of a Novice with his 
Infinuaton He was not only at that time a member of 
the College of Areopagites, but alfo the fuperior of it, 
and in a perpetual and diredf correfpondence with Wei- 
ihaupt. He adled his part fo v/ell, that Jjax\ ftill confid- 
ering him as his fcholar, thouglst to do him a great fa¬ 
vor in ftiowing him a few of Weifliaupts’s letters; but 
they had already paffed through the fcholars’ hands, as did 
every writing coming from Spartacus to Ajax. 

This part which Zwack adted, of infpedting him who 
thought himfelf his ijifpedtor, explains that apparent con- 
tradidtion between the tablets written by Ajax and the 
lift of the firft adepts, which is to be feen in the Original 
Writings.J In the former Ajax looks upon Xaverius 
Zwack as a mere candidate till the 29th May, 1778, and 
in the latter he is ftyled an Areopagite on the 22d Feb. 

* Ibid in the Note. 

t Let. I, to Philip Strozzi. J Vol. I. Sedb. IV. 
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1.778, under the charadleriftic of Cato\ and a few months 
after he appears to be the next in command after the Spar^ 
iacus of the Order.^ Never was an Infmuator better un¬ 
dermined by his novice. 

The different names under which this adept appears 
in the Original Writinors has been a matter of fome dif- 

o o ^ . 

ficulty to many readers; but on paying attention to that 
predileclion, always increafing, which Weifhaupthad con¬ 
ceived for this adept, the difficulty vaniflies. At firft 
Zwack had received the infignificant name of Danausi 
but no fooner was Spartacus made accjuainted with his 
hatred for Icings, than he furnames him Philip Strozziy 
after that famous Florentine Confpirator, v/ho, having 
murthered Alexander de Medicis, was afterwards taken 
in open rebellion againft his fovereign, and plunged a 
dagger into his own bread:, reciting that verfe dictated by 
all the fury of vengeance: 

Exoriare aliquis npftrls ex ofTibus ultor. 

The fuicide, though it did not take place, was equally 
meritorious in Weifhaupfs eyes; and hence Zwack is 
created the Cato of Illuminifm. It is under that name 
that he becomes the principal ager]t and beloved difeipje 
of the founder at Munich; and their mutual fympathy in 
wickednefs has perpetuated their intimacy. 

Though he had not all the genius of Weifhaupt him- 
fclf, he v\ a$ as much prone to the comrniffion of crime.—; 
Scarcely h^d he entered the Order when, for his firft cs- 
fay, he declares himfelf ^ downright Atheift;! he, at the 
fame time, makes known his hatred for kings, and his ad¬ 
miration of the people in rebellion againft their pretended 
tyrants,:|: We may obferve fome of the firft adepts afto- 
nifhed at the immenfity of the crimes and difafters which 
Weifhaupt was preparing for the univerfe; and it re¬ 
quires fome management to prepare them for fuch horrid 
plots. But his Cato is always ready for every thing. The 
incomparable Cato was arrived at the height of his mys^ 

F 

\ 

* Letter 17, to Philip Strozzl. 

+ See his Difeourfe on Societies, Original Writings, Vol. I, 
Sea. XXII. . 

X See his Thoughts on Suicide. 
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Urles^ and Weiftiaupt but to enroll his code of ini* 
quity, for his fcholar could onl^tie furpafled by thecriini'* 
nality of invention. 

This fympathy for impiety and wickednefe, however^ 
could not fufilce for Weifhaupt’s policy. His views re¬ 
quired a fenate of Confpirators; but a fenate of agents, 
and not of equals. The better to be obeyed by the Areo- 
pagitcs, he corhmands them to meet at a diftance from 
himj for he well underftoodthe nature of fecret focieties, 
and knew that his orders would be the better obeyed the 
more he enveloped hirnfelf in myftery^ and hid himfelf from 
public view. If^in fpite of his iuvilibility,jealoufy Ibould 
arife on the part of the Areopagites, he will have an a- 
gent at their head, that Caio'^ who holds the exalted fta- 
tioi^ of prefident from him, and is therefore moft intcreft-- 
ed to fupport the authority of the founder, his protestor. 
Arid it is to preferve this prefident in his inter.efts that vVe 
fee Weifliaupt ufing every artifice, and even fuppiica- 
tion j fupport me thenf he fays; do difpofe things fo, 
and prepare their minds, that my difpofitions may be 
received.’^'^' 

Weiftjaupt had no reafon to regret his choice; for dur¬ 
ing all thofe inteftine broils which arofe between him and 
his Areopagites on account of his defpotifm, Zwack al¬ 
ways took the part of his benefa£for, was the pacificator, 
and, Simulating their zeal for his plots and confpiracies, 
brought them back to that refpedl due to the Spartacus 
of the Order. It is to him alfo that Illuminifm is indebt¬ 
ed for the progrefs it made in Munich. Cato was fo zea¬ 
lous a Recruiter, that Weifhaupt was obliged feveral 
times to reprefs his ardor. He wanted his alliftance for 
the digefting of his code, and for the government of the 
Order, In ihort, the refult of their correfpondence'proves, 
that no Areopagite either entered fo completely into his 
views, or fo juftiy deferved his confidence as Cato~X\v^ck.f 
And it may be faid with truth, that no confpirator ever 
atSIed the part of a zealous fervant of his prince with fo 
much fuccefs as this man. In the midft of his plots of Il¬ 
luminifm, Xaverius Zwack found means of getting him¬ 
felf named Couufellor to the Court-^ and Counfeller to the 
Regency^ with a falary of twenty thoufand florins^ Wei-« 

^ Original Writings* Vol. I. particularly Letter 55. 
t See the Original Writings, Letters to Cato* 
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fcaupt, overjoyed at his promotion, compliments him, 
faying, “ Accept my felicitations on the new appoint- 
inent. I could wifli that all my Arecpagites were privy 
counfellors with falaries of twenty thoufand florins; but 
I could alfo more ardently wife, that their employments 
required but little time and labor, as they could then 
^ apply more clofely to the grand objedl.”* The very 
letter in which Weifeaupt compliments his prefident is 
one of thofe to his Areopagites in which he enters into 
the particulars, and boafts of the progrefs of his confpi- 
racy. 

The fecond of thefe Areopagites was a prieft of the IT. 
name of Hertel, furnamed Marius by the liluminees. Marius 
It is of this perfon that Weifeaupt writes to C^?/i7-Zwack, 

Our Marius is fuperlatively referved. On moft occa- 
fions he advances with the greateft^rfrrz^w/^^^/i?;?; and 
with refpeSi to religious matters let us flatter his weak^ 

7 tefs>* His ftomach is notflrong enough as yet to dlgefl 
the tougher morfels. On all other fubje^ls you may re- 
ly on him. Do not give him too much work until he 
has acquired the habit of bufinefs, and taken a liking 
^ to the affair. If he be once brought in properly, he can 
render the greatell fervices.’^f 

Notwithftanding all h\s circumfpe^ion^ Hertel foon fuf- 
fered himfelf to be carried away into all the dangers of fe- 
cret focieties, and fell a prey to their machinations. Since 
he had fome confcience left, Weifeaupt thought that he 
could not turn it to a better account than by making him 
treafurer to the Order, that he might by his economy and 
honefty repair the numerous breaches that had been made 
in its funds by the thefts of Jjax. The illuminized 
rius acquitted himfelf of his oince much to the fatisfac- 
tion of the founder. In recompence for his fervices, the 
brethren get him nomin.ited canoiiicate at Munich; and 
he was fo much amufed with this intrigue, that he wife- 
cs to divert Cato with a recital of it, but does not dare 
commit it to paper.J At the period when he came to 
take polTeflionof his canonicate, all ihok circmifpeol 
of religion had vanifeed. He deferibes himfelf as going 
froni the altar to the dens of illumiiiifm, as publicly ia- 

Ibid. Vol. in. Letter 2. 

f Ibid. Vol. I. Letter 7, to CatOy 27lh March 177S. 

J Ibid, Letter from Marius to Cato, 3d Nov. 17S3. 
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Celfus- 

Saader, 


vefting himfelf with an ecclefiaftical benefice, while ih 
fecret he eXTols the great Ter vices he has rendered to the 
brood confpiring againft the ’church ; but thefe alfo art 
fervtces^ he fays, too Important to be committed to paper,* 
They are fervices, however, which, I am furej no reader 
can miftake, when he fees him partaking with Zwack of 
Weifliaupt’s intimacy. In the correfpundence of the lat¬ 
ter there are a multitude of letters to be found direfted 
in commoh to Zwack and Hertel; there are alfo many 
inftruftions, both abfolute and provifional,direeled to the 
Areopagitesj and in thefe, it is no longer the confeientU 
ous but the apoftate Hertel, who, after Zwack is to oc¬ 
cupy the next place, and adl the principal part.f It is 
this unfortunate pried: who appears to have been more 
particularly charged with the care ot ftealing or buying 
for the ufe of the fecret libraries all thofe miferable pro- 
cjU( 5 tions which might form an arfenal of impiety and re¬ 
bellion for the corruption of all morals.f In (hort, it is 
he whom Spartacus fele6^s from among the brethren as 
the mod proper confidant w^hen premeditating that horrid 
infanticide mentioned at the beginning of the Third Vo¬ 
lume of thefe Memoirs; and he behaves himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to deferve the thanks of the inceftuous pa^ 
rent.§ 

V/e find a dill dronger proo^ of what horrid monders 
were feated in this fenate of rebellion in the perfonof 
y«j-BAADER. Even before he is admitted into this afib- 
ciation, we fee him odering the depraved fecrets of his 
art to murder the innocent offspring of inceduous pa¬ 
rents; for he is that Celfus who had promifed Weifhaupt 
two years before to ufe all the powers of his art to pre- 
ferve his honor for himi at the expenfe of the mod horrid 
of crimes. Without doubt it is in return for thefe offers 
of his fervices, that Weifhauptis fo eager to number him 
among the adepts, and to grant him thofe difpenfations of 
which he fpeaks when writing to Zwack : ‘Mf I could 
but fucceed in enrolling the Phyfician Baader, tell me 
beforehand what difpenfations and privileges we could 


* Letter from Marius to Catot 3d Nov. 1783. 
f Ibid. Vol. I. Sed. iX. fee the Inftrudions for CatOi Met* 
riuss and ScipZy. 

i Ibid. Vol. I. Leiter 46, and Vol. II. Letter 3, &c. 

$ Ibid. Vol. 11 . Letter 3 and 4. 
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^ grant him among the Areopagites; forunlefs fomcdisj* 
penfations were granted to him, we could not emplo)^ 
him To aflively as I could This letter was fooii 

followed by a lecond, in which he exprefl'es in ftill clear¬ 
er terms the high value he places on this conqueft, and 
defcribes the intrigues played olF to enfure (ucccfs.— 

In order (he writes to his Athenians) to carry my plaii 
into execution in Athens (Munich) I ftand in need of 
two men—The one a Nobleman^ the other a Phyftcian. 

Cato^s unremitting zeal will foon acquire the means,and 
he will foon malte a conquefl of what is wanting to us. 

The Count S . . . . {Savioli^ whom Cato had juft in- 
finuated) fhall alTume the characfteriftic of Brutus^din^ 
he is one of the moft important conquefts we could have 
made in Athens* The following ftiall be your method 
of proceeding with him. Let Cato continue to a< 3 : 
with him as ufual, and particularly attend to his fecre- 
cy. After that, let him read our reformed ftatutes to 
the new candidate, and queftion him whether he thinks 
them ufeful and proper. Should Brutus anfwer in the 
^ afHrmative, Cato will alk the Count whether he is ready 
to fecond us in our labors; he will then tell him, that in 
confideration^of the important fervices he has it in his 
^ power to render to the Order, by permitting us to make 
ufe of his name, we fhall be much lefs fevere v/ith re- 
gard to him, in the ufual trials, and that he fhall be 
immediately initiated into the higher myfteries. But 
as a preliminary ftep he will be required either to de- 
liver Baader over to us, or fome other perfon. That 
‘‘ we are very well apprized that he is not to be overloaded 
with work, and that it is on that account he is difpenfed 
from the ufual tafks preferibed by our ftatutes; that he 
will comply with them only as far as he pleafes; and 
that we have made a particular choice of him to help u$ 
in the Go'Vermnent of the Order* Should he deliver 
Baader over to us, he fhould- alfo be entitled to the fame 
dlfpenfations, which are to be granted to no other per- 
fon ill Athens* You will read the Degree of Minerval I 

to the Count with every thing that precedes; if he fhows 
a liking and zeal fur the caufe, you wdli alfo read the 
Degree of llluminee\ and when you fhall have acquired 
evident proofs of his zeal, and that he Jhall have made 


* Ibid. Vol. I. Let* 49, of the 36th Dec. 177S. 
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common caufe with us by recruiting for us, you may 
‘‘ let him into the whole fecret*—Hold a fimilar condu(^ 
“ with Eaader**'* 

Whether the Brethren at Munich had already adopted 
this mode of ailing, or whether they had followed fomc 
other of a fimilar nature, is not known; but in a very 
fliort time after we find Weifhaupt’s views on Baader ac- 
compliflied; for on the 13th of December 1778,'only- 
three days after the foregoing letter, we find him infcribed 
on the lift of Areopagites. Ever after v;e find his name 
mentioned in the correfpondence as one of the moft ailivo 
adepts, and as one of thofe who had the moft deeply imbi¬ 
bed the horrid myfteries.f 

Another reafon which made Weiftiaupt more eager 
for this conqueft, was, that Baader read public leilures 
on medicine at Munich, and therefore had an opportuni¬ 
ty of feducing his young pupils, after the example of his 
mafter, who had fo efticacioufty and fatally made ufe of 
his influence to feduce the young ftudents of the law at 
the Univerfity of Ingolftadt. 

IV. A fimilar reafoii had made him ardently wifli to initi- 
Scip:o- ate Berger who alfo read public ledlures at Munich, 
Berger. though I do not find on what fcience. His charadleriftic 
is Scipioy and he v/as infcribed on the lift of Areopagites 
on the 2Sth July 1778. A Freemafon before he became 
an Illuminee, he was fome time before he could overcome 
his predilection for his former lodges, in fo much even 
that he alked for his difmiffal. Sporjacus was furious at 
fuch a preference. Without fhowing his defireof retain¬ 
ing the difeontented Brother, and not having him fufti- 
ciently in his power to make ufe of threats, he commands 
Zv/ack to declare to the Candidate in the name of the 
OrdeTy that he was at full liberty to follow his predilec¬ 
tion; but the fame letter contains all that is to be hinted 
linderhand to the difeontented adept, all that was to be 
thrown out on the pre-eminence and advantages of IIlu- 
minifm over Mafonry. The Profcflbr Berger was fo per- 
, feclly convinced of this pre-^ernineHcey that Weifhaupt, to 

give him the preference over all the other Areopagites^ 
only required of him a little snore aclivity.% 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Let 33, iith Dec. 1778. 
f Vol. n. Let. 13, from Spartacus\.Q Cefut. 
t Vol. 1 . Let. 46 and 5S. 
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The want of aflivity was not a fault with which Illu- V. 
minifm could ever upbraid its adept Coriolanus* He was 
a merchant of the name of Troponero retired from 
Hamburgh to Munich. At the time of his initiation he 
did not employ his talents in that line which Weiftiaupt 
judged to be fo ufeful for the propagation of his hireling 
doctrines. Zwack bethought himfeif of fetting up this 
Troponero for a public le^Slurer on finance, and made 
the propofition to Spa 7 'tacus^ who immediately anfwcred, 

It is a very good plan both for him andfor us^ to make 
Coi'iolanus read leSiures on finance only, do you fparc 
no pains to get him fcholars. It is a Rne occaftonfor re^ 
cruiting young men\ nor would it be a bad plan if you 
became one of his pupils yourfelf, in order to entice 
others.’’^' It does not appear whether Zwack relifhed 
defeending from the bench of the Areopagites to attend 
the fchools of the new lecturer; but certain it is that the 
Archives of Illuminifm bear teftimony of the great fervi- 
ces rendered by this Coriolanus 5 and Weifhaupt frequent¬ 
ly extols his merits. He, was particularly ufeful at all the 
receptions, alfuming that air of ceremonious gravity fo be¬ 
coming in the Grand Midler of a Lodge; and fo well 
did he impofe oh the young adepts, that they had not the 
leaft fufpicion of the Occult Myfteries of the Roller ucians, 
much lefs of thofe of Ill u mini (in. 

About the fame time we meet with the names of the rr 
two firft Illuminized Noblemen whom Weifnaupt had 
initiated into his laft myfleries—the one Hanibal^ the Ba- Baflus. 
ron Bassus ; the other Diomedes^ the Marquis of Con- Vllf. 
STANZA. Illuminized Barons and AdarquifTes, certainly, I^iovicdes^ 
are a fort of phenomena not eafily to be conceived. That 
men who are never called by their names without being conftanz?* 
reminded of the great flake they have to lofe, fhould pro¬ 
perty and the focial order be overthrown, that fuch men 
fnould plunge themfelves into tjie mofl horrid confpiracy 
ever framed againfl: both, can only be believed by thofe 
who have attended to theamazing cunning of Weifhaupt's 
Code and the artifice with which it is put in execution.—** 

In fhort the Archives of Illuminifm, the letters, nay the 
apologies of thefe titled Illuminecs, bear too ftrong proofs 
of the facl, and mufl quafb all objeclions. The Baron 
BaiTus, in his pretended j uftification, owns that he was the 

^ Ibid* Let. to Gaton 
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perfon known under the chara( 5 leriilic of Hantbaly^ and 
the letters of this Hanibal not only ihovv that he was an, 
Illumiiiee himfelf, but alfo an apoftle of Illuminization, 
giving an account to the Brethren of his fucceffcs atBou 
zen in Tyrol, and boaftingof the important conquefts he 
had made in that town, having en^ ited and imbued the 
Prejidenty the Vice-Prcfident^ the principal Counfellors 
of the Government^ and the Grand Aiajler aj the PoJfsj 
with the moft enthufiaftic admiration for Illuminifm.-f-—. 
A little farther, the letters of this fame Ha 7 iibal bear tes¬ 
timony of his having gone into Italy^ and of his haying 
initiated at Milan his Excellency the Count JV * . Iinpe^ 
rial Minijler, Then, meditating new coiiquefts^ he pro¬ 
ceeds to Pavia, iia hopes of eniilting feveral of the Pro- 
fefli>rs of that Univerfity, and finiflies by requefting that 
the geography of the Order niay be enlarged, that he may 
have a greater fcope for his illuminizing talents. J 

With refpedl: to Diomedes^ or Qur illuminized Mar¬ 
quis, his letters alfo bear teftimony of his enthufiaftic zeal 
in the fervice of Weilhaupt. He held this Arch-Confpi-? 
rator in fich great veneration, that, zvith the es^ception of' 
fome few infignificant weaknejjes^ he looked upon ^Wei- 
fhaupt as the mojl perfeS^t^ the inoji profound^ and the mojt 
extraordinary mortal on earth. "l"he hours he had the 
happinefs of fpending in his company were too fhort in 
^ his opinion, but unhappily long enough to fire him with 
all that zeal which fends him frantic to Deux Fonts, then 
to Nauplis or Straubingen, and at laft to Munich, replete 
with all that hireling cunning with which the young can¬ 
didates are to bo^ fo completely duped, that they are not 
even to.funnife that their credulity is to he inipojed upoiu 
So deeply are the true principles of the Se£l rooted in his 
breaft, that to revenge the Order on fome Brother who, 
probably difgufted with the abominable tendency of thefe 
myfteries, had made fome difeovery of them to the Ma- 
giftrates, he writes to one of the brethren, Oh the ras- 
cal! might not a perfon, or to be more correft, would 
it be a crime to fend fuch a Devil as this into the other 
world?"’^ ' 

* Page 6. f Original Writings, Vol. I. Sedl. XLV. 

J Ibid. Vol. H. Se( 5 l. IV. Let. i and a. 

j Oder Schmkl! Konnte man nicht, oder um befler zu fa- 
gen, ware es nicht erlaubt, fo einen Teufel in die andere well 
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Neither do the Original Writings nor my private cor- IX. 
refpondence inform me of the real titles of the Areopagite 
So/on-MiCHT. He does not appear to have a<Sled any 
very confpicuoos part in the hiftory of the Order. He is 
only ftated to have worn the ecclefiaftical habit at Freyfin- 
guen; happy for him if it is to this drefs that he is indebt¬ 
ed for his apparent nullity in Weilhaupt’s plots. 

Next appears Hoheniecher under the title of X. 

liadesy who, though feated in the confpiring fenate of the ^Icihladn 
llluminees, does not blufli to hold a feat in the fenate of 
Freyfinguen as counfellor. 

The Eleventh of the Areopagites is Alahomet the Ba- 
ron ScRocKENSTEiN. Wefhall fooit behold him prefi- 
ding over whole provinces that are fubjedt to Illuminifm. serbeken- 
A few days after his initiation we meet with another Are- ftein. 
opagite characlerized Germanlcus. Not having been able 
to difeover his real name, I will not give way to conjee- Gernum ) 
ture.^* At this fame period we find a numerous lilt of nn. 
perfons of confequence initiated in the lower degrees.— 

Such, for example, were the magiitrate of Aichlfcadt, 
Tamerlane-LiMGy and the private fecretary Geiser.— 

The charadleriilic of this adept does not appear; but 
Weifliaupt*s letter on the great acquifition he had made 
in this adept fufiiciently demonftrates the importance he 
attached to conquefts of this nature, and how far he could 
turn them to the advantage of his Order, 

'Fhis letter is of the’io/^/; Chardady 1148 (lOth June, 

1778}; and it is w^orthy of remark, that it is the firfi: let¬ 
ter which we find in the Original Writings dated accord¬ 
ing to the Perfian uTra. It is to his dear Cato that Wei- 
Ihaupc writes:—The acquifition we have made of the 

G 

z.u fchicken —Original WrlthigSy VoL I. ScSl, XLIV. Letters \ 
and 2. 

* In order to difeover the real name of an adept, it v;ill often 
fuffice to combine their letters, ami particularly ihofe in which 
Weilhaupt declares the charaderlflics to be given to candi-r 
dates, with what is afterwards faid of them under their new 
names. 1 he German Journals, and divers other writings in 
that language, my own private correfpondence with, and me¬ 
morials that ] have received from men who, living on the fpot, 
have been enabled to procure more accurate documents witlx 
refpeifl to thefe di'fFerent perfonages, have furnifhed me with 
the means of difeovering many others Oft whom no fliadow or 
fioubt can be entertainea. 
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private fecretary (fecretaire Inthne) Gcifer is an event 
of fuch confeqiience to us, that our affairs will foon as-^ 
fume quite a different afpect. It obliterates that ap- 
‘‘ pearance {much too confpicuous) of novelty. It is for 
this reafon that we ought to mutually congratulate each 
other and the whole Order. We may now expedt to do 
fomething great. By enticing men among us of his llamp 
and of his confequence, wc add great weight to our ob- 
jedt, and they arc ufeful in keeping our youngfters with- 
in bounds. Do not forget to thank and make my moft’ 
fincere compliments to the private fecretary. Men of 
his importance muft have a right to choofe their own 
characSierift-icSj their employments, and thefpecies of 
‘‘ bor thai; they would prefer. You will remember toin- 
form me of it, that I may take the proper Iteps in cou-^ 
icquence.”- 

In this clafs of Brethren of confequence,. we muft not 
forget Brutus Count Saviola, ^yila the Baron Mag- 
OENHOFF, and j^Uxauder Count'? Mean¬ 

while, till vve come to treat of ininifters and princes drawn 
into this vortex of fedition, let us hear V/ei&aupt deve¬ 
lop his views, and obferve him inarflialilng his troops; 
particularly when he takes meafures to enfnare thofe no¬ 
blemen whom he wifhes to make the prime agents and 
the propagators of the very confpiracics to which they are 
to fdl the hrfi: viclims. On the \oth Pharavardin^ H49 
(31(1 March, 1779)5 he writes to his Athenians of iMu- 
jjjch, Have you not ip all your town of Athens any 
flrangers who may be immediately admitted into the 
Order, advanced as foon as poflible to the degree of 
Minerval and then funply inftrudled in the rnyfteriesof 
that degree.^ Such perions may, without any further 
‘‘ initiation, be fent to found the fyftem in other countries 
and make recruits; for example, at Augfbourg, acRa- 
‘‘ ifoonne, at Saltzbourg, at Landfhut, and other towns. 
To meet with fuch perfons it would be proper for you 
to go into company, and to frequent aflemblies and pla- 
ces of public refort. Since you have done /o many other 
things you may very well do this, hx Er%eriim \d^\c\\- 
“ (fadt) and throughout all Franconia J could make a ra^ 
pid progrefs if 1 could but initiate two gcyitlenien of that 
country whom I am tioell acquainted with^ and who are 
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TTien of great'ivlt and much ejhernedhy the nohiliiy ihere» 
” This acqiiifition would foon procure us adepts from 
among the nobility, men of vvit who would recruit for 
us in their own clafs throughout all Franconia.—When 
we initiated any one at Athens to a new degree, rhefe 
tv/o gentlemen might be called to affift at the ceremo- 
ny, and would theii become candidates for the higher 
degiee, Tlic rank they hold, and their nobility, would 
alfo be of ufe to curb the petulance of your young Bru-^ 
tus and other gentry.—Infbort, Tamerlane (or the coun- 
fellor Lang), who thinks that there are no other adepts 
^ at ErTcerum but thofe with whom he is acquainted, 
would be thunderftruck at finding perfons in a higher 
^ degree than himfelf, though he had not the leafl: idea 
they belonged to the Order, and men alfo of whom he 
“ has the higheft opinion. Do reile^Sl and deliberate on 
this.”* 

In tite following letters it appears that no long¬ 

er needed any curb; for he becomes an apoflle of the Sedf, 
and fets ofFon an expedition from which Weifhaupt au¬ 
gurs great fucceA. He is even fo zealous, that Sparta-^ 
cus^ on the eve of difinifling fevcral other adepts, mentions 
him as an ufeful member who is to be prefervcd,f and 
defires that he may as foon as pofhble be advanced to the 
degree of Major JihunirieeA To enable the reader to 
judge how far he was difpofed to ferve the Order, it will 
fuflice to record the terms in which he exprelles his gra¬ 
titude for favors received, and the promiLs he makes iq 
hopes of obtaining new ones. His letter to the MoJ} Ex'-* 
cellent Superiors of Illuminifm is couched in the following 
terms: 

iVIosT Excel tEN^T Superiors! 

Receive my moll grateful acknowiedgnients for the 
third degree \N\xh which you have jufi: honored me.— 
“ Every part of it Is noble, grand, and beautiful; it has 
** pcrfedlly anfwTred the expedlations I had formed of it 
from the fecond. I fhall moft undoubted] y do every 
thing that lies in my power to deferve your confidence. 
In future rely on mine, and believe me to be pcrfeiflv 
devoted to your fcrvice. Nothing in the world Ihall 

* Ibid. Vol. 39 . 

t Orig. Writ. Voi.L Let. 53. i Ibid. Vol. IL Let, ij. 
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ever withdraw me from my allegiance to your laws, of 
make me ceafe to be guided by you. 

“ You wrote to me fome time fince, defiring me to feek 
for no further advancement at Court, as 1 could not 
“ expect any. I obeyed that order; but as the minifteis 
of the regency have lately paid me fome marks of atcen- 
tion, my affairs have affumed a different afpedb. The 
‘‘ ferious illnefs of the Empveror having given rife to the 
idea of a vicarage of the Empire, Brother Pericles and 
myfelf have been mentionecf as counfellors in that court; 
and I have great hopes of being made a privy counfel- 
lor (ccnfelller intlme). S . . . , has taken my caufe in 
hand, and lam indebted to the Brothers Celfus and 
*‘^frcd for it. If ever I get into poiuer^ the viojl excellent 
Order willfoon fee how ??iuch 1 a?n devoted to it^ and 
bow entirely I belong to it. In the mean time I can but 
“ exprefs my fincereft wifhes.”^ 

Though the advancement which had infpired the Count 
Brutus with fo much zeal for the Order left him (till at a 
great di(lance from the higher myfteries, he neverthelefs 
had a brother who could not Hatter himfelf that he fliould 
arrive at even this third degree. The Inllnuator had made 
a difiinction between them. The letter in which he an¬ 
nounces their initiation to Spartaciis will fhow the reader 
what other fervices the Order had to expedl from fuch 
kinds of adepts. 

Cato writes to Spartacus: Here are my new hopes 
for the Order. After a long perfeverance I have at 

^ length engaged the young S-(Savioli). He will 

deliver his brother over to us, who may fet our affairs 
agoing at Augfoourg. I'hey are both rich. The firft 
I recruited as a Sta hene^ that is to fay, one who is ne- 
“ ver to pafs the lower ranks. I a!fo engage him becaufe 
on certain occafions he will lend us his houfe which is 
very convenient for our meetings; and more particular- 
ly becaufe, being rich, he can help us with his purfe.f 
'j"he fame letter mention's a fimilar fa bene: “ The 
Brother Llvius (Rudorger) is in future to be looked 
‘‘ on as belonging to the fame dais. He frankly owned 
to me, that he had neither the time nor inclination to 
give himfelf up to our labors. But that he was willing 

* Grig. Writ. Vol. II. ^iibus Licet from Brutus, 
t Darhit cr an geld beyiraget. 
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to contribute towards the progrefs of the Order with 
his purfe, and that he would evenfurnifh us with books 
for our libraries, and inltruments for experiments.—I 
gave him to iinderftand, that certainly he might remaia 
a member of the Order) but that he could only be clafs- 
ed in future with thofe v/lio feconded its views with 
4* their money.”'* Thus did Weifliaupt turn the ftupidity 
and igBorancej the impiety and money of his Marquiffes, 
■Barons, Knights, and*Magiftrates, to the advantage and 
propagation of his difaftrous plots.—He had already made 
converts of this nature in the imperial chamber of Wetz- 
lar; for, as early as the 29th of Auguft, 1778, we find 
that Minos^ the Dittfurth, infcribed on the 

lift of Illuminees, the fame perfon whom we have already 
feen fo zealous for the foundation of an illuminized fis- 
tprhood.f At firft we find him under ci fufpenjion^ as not 
to be trufted by the Brethren but very foon his zeal 
makes him at once the admiration and laughing-ftock of 
Spartacus, The reader muft have already obfcrved the 
art with which Weifhaupt obliges every candidate to give 
the hiftory of his life, with anexict defcription of his pas« 
fions and prejudices. 'The Afleftbr Minos with 

this regulation info fcrupulous a manner, tliat Weiihaupt 
could not refrain from writing to the Areopagites in the 
following terms : Minos^ that man who hears fo high u 
charadter, is at prefent writing the hiftory of his life.— 
He is as yet only arrived at his feventeentb year^ and 
has written ninety-three Jhcets of paper. He is now for- 
ty-five years of age. This will be fomething more than 
a general^confeflioii. You fee what may be done with 
men if one does but know bow to gain their confidence,^ 
and to convince them of the etrcellency of the objeSiY'sy 
So completely did the imperial Afteffor imbibe this prin¬ 
ciple and learn to convince others of it, that we fliall here¬ 
after fee himraifed to the dignity of Provincial. 

However much Weifhaupt may have wilhed to make 
profelytes among the great, we neverthelefs fee him re¬ 
commending to his inlmuatofs to recruit more particu- 

^ Orig. Writ. Vol. T. Seft. xxxii. Letter from CatQioSpar*> 
tacus , 

t Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Page 41. 
i Orig. Writ. Seft. iv. See the Lift. 

§ Orig. Writ. Vol. lLJ.et. 7 and ic. 



ANfISOCtAL CON5PIRAC>t 


Si 

larly amon^ the profejprs and fcboolmaflers^ as a fur^ 
means of gaining over to his views the youth of all clalTes* 
Hence it is that Hermes Trtfmcgiftes^ whofe real name 
was S0CHER5 and who was fuperior of the college at 
Landfoerg, receives the fpecial commilHon to watch and 
guard againll the Jefuits, as fworn enemies to the educa-- 
tion he is to give to his pupils.^ For the fame reafon 
does Wcifliaupt ftrain every ne e to fill his univerfity of 
Itigolfladt with profefibrs and prefects belonging to his 
Sedf. He entreats the adepts at Munich to befet the mi- 
r^ifters, and obtain the expuluon of all Jefuits, becaufe 
thefe fathers had retrieved the four profellbrs ocholli- 
N£R5 StkingenbergeRj Wurz-er, and Shjlegel, 
from Illumiriifini and becaufc he had but three profes- ^ 
ibrs left in the univerfity to refift Jefuitifm.f The Lift 
of Profefrors foon fvvells to an alarming height In all towns 
where liliiminifin makes any prugrefs. On this black lift 
we find Armeni z/ j-Kr £ N n £ R j Cortez -\^EMME R ; Py^ 
ri>rt^/yn7r-W£ssENR£iD£Rs this latter foon abandoned 
the Order when his charadleriftic was given to the Prieft 
and Librarian Drexl^ but as profeffor we find three to 
replace him,KuNDLER,LoLLiN65and above all Baier- 
AMMERj at firft called Zoroajier^ but aftewards Confu^ 
cius. It is this adept that Weifhaupt brings at length to 
Ingolftadt, that he might have for his colleague in the re¬ 
duction of youth, a man that he himfelf had initiated in 
the black arts of his Il[uminifm..'|: This ferves to account 
for that seal with which he fends his adepts into all hou¬ 
ses of education, and that folicitude with which he entreats 
Cato and Marius to feck out fome brethren well drilled 
to the arts of Infmuato] s, who might be fent to the uni¬ 
versities of Salt'zbourg^ of Infpruck^ of Fribourg^ and 
of Giber places.^ 

l"o felebt the following will fiiffice tofhow to what ex¬ 
tent theie inifUonary profeiTors fucceeded, according to 
the views of the Order; Sciladin-]LKEL y Thales-¥^A'^^ 
riNGER; 7Vw3«-MiCHLj Euclid ail from 
eighteen to twenty years of age: Sauer, farnamed At-- 
tUa\ and the En\peror Claudius^ os Simon Zwack, 
coufin to the incomparable Cato^ v/ere of the fame age ; 
an age fought after by vVeiihaupt, as he could the more 

^ Vcl. I. Let. 2%. . t Vol. X. Let, 3$, 30th Jan. 1778. 

t See paiticuJariy Let. 24, VoL I. § Ibid. Let. 40. 



HISTORICAL* PART. 


'ss 


cafily twine the young adept to vice. This docility was 
far from being the leading feature of his other adepts, they 
were not all enthufiaftically wedded to his plots at this 
dawn of Iliuininifm j nor could he make them the paffivc — 
inftruments of his confpinicy. He deferibes the profelytes 
he had made among the ariftocracy “ /is rich^ therefore 
given to all tbs vices of their fate \ as ignorani^proudj^ 

‘‘ cowardly^ and Ja-zy in the fuperlative degree^ as only 
feeking their advancement in the myiireries, in order to 
gratify their curiofity, or even tofcoftac the ceremonial 
of the different degrees and wc wifhed to find men 
who would be Itruck with av/e, and be fired wdeh cnthu-> 
fiafm at the figlit of thefe ceremonies. The ffyie of re-» 
proocli in v/hich he writes to many other of the adepts 
clearly depidts a fet of men deftitute of ail morals, and hav¬ 
ing no other views in the Order than to gratify their pas- 
iions and their avarice; feeking none’but their own inte- 
retls, and often, through their clifTolutc and immoral con- 
dudl, exponng the founder of the Order to be looked up¬ 
on as a corrupter of youth,\ He was willing have none 
but followers that could, like himfelf, gratify the moft in¬ 
famous paffions in private, and who, under the mafk of 
virtue, moderation, and wifdom, impofing on the public, 
would accredit his liluminifm. With refpect to the foun¬ 
der, we have feen him already deferibing the turpi(ude of 
his morals, and the atrocious means to which he had re- 
forted to preferve the mafk of his pretended virtue; let us 
now hear him upbraiding his firft adepts with the public 
depravity of their morals as being prejudicial to his lllu- 
minifm: I liave received/’ fays he, ‘^the moff fatal in- 

telligence from Thebes (Freyfinguen), They have giv- 
cn a public fcandal to the whole town, -by admitting 
into the Lodges that vile Pr'operiius^ a liheriine loaded 
zvith debts^ and a inoji detejiable being. In that fame 

town is to bo found the Brother D-, who is nothing 

more than a wicked fellow; our Socratesy who could be 
of the greateft ufe to us is always drunk; our Augujlus 
has acquired the worff of reputations; the Brother AU 
cihiades is perpetually fighing and pining away at the 
feet of his landlady; Tiberius attempted to lay violent 
hands on Diomedes^s fiftcr, and fuffered himfelf to be 
caught by the hufband; heavens / what men have / 

Vol. II. Let, !• f Ibid. Let. 11 , 
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there for Arcopagltes! V/hat! we facrificeo^ji* health, 
our fortune, our reputation, to the good of the Order; 
“ and thefe gentry give themfelves up entirely to their 
<< pleafures and eafe, proftiture themfelves, give public 
fcandals, and (till wifh to be acquainted with all our fe^ 
crets: From this inftant I fhail look upon Tiberius 
(Merz) as erafcd from our lift. O Areopagites, Arc- 
opagites ! I would much rather have none at all, than 
not have men ?nore dCilvc and more 
This is not the only letter in which vVeiihaupt plainly 
fliows what opinion he had himfelf of his horde of adepts, 
'I'he following gives a clearer inf ght into the caufe of the 
alarm he had taken from their public fcandals, and their 
evil tendency for the general good of the Sc6l. After hav-r 
ing told them, IVith regard to politics and morals^ yoi< 
are as yet far behind indeed^ he fays, “ Judge yourfeives 
“ v/hat would be the confequence, if a man fuch as our 
« Marcus Aurelius (he was a prorefTor of Gottinguen, 
and his real name was Feder) were once to know 
what ?ifet of ?nen dejlitute vf morals^ vjhat a Jet of de^ 
haiichees^ liars^ fpendthrifts^ hroggadochios^ a 72 dfools 
replete with vanity andpride^ you have among you; 
if fuch a man, I fay, were to fee this, what opinion muft 
he form of us! Would he not be aihamed to belong to 
a fociety whofe chiefs promife fuch great things, andex-- 
« ecute fo ill the moji beautifulplan\ and all froiivobfti- 
nacy, and becaufe they will not fufter one tittle of their 
u pleafures; now frankly declare,' am 1 not in the right? 
Do you not think that, in order to preferve a man, fuch 
as Marcus ^/^r^/zi/r-Feder, whofe name alone is worth 
the bell part of Germany, I ought to facrifice and re- 
feind all your whole province of Greece (Bavaria) the 
innocent as well as the guilty? And fhould I take fuch 
a Itep, who would be to blame? Is it not better to cut 
ofF the gangrened members, than to lofe the whole bo-r 
dy ? Can you be fo void of all feeling, as to fee a fele(5t 
fociety of men diflblvc, and abandon the refcfination of 
the worlds and that on account of the vices you have 
plunged yourfeives into, and the fcandal you give?—> 
That would be ftill worfe than an Heroftratus, worfe 
than all the wicked meii of all times and of all ages,—i 
^ 'I'hofe of you, gentlemen, therefore, who do not ap- 


* Ibid. Vol. II. Let, 9, 
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prove of this plan, who will not facrificc your eafe and 
miferable paflions; thofe, in fhort, who are indifferent 
to the praiies of the beft of men, and who will not la- 
bor with us at making all tnanklnd but one and the fame 
family \ thofe, I not only pray, but conjure, at leaft not 
to impede our labors, and not to entail on the Order 
the infamy and Ihame of their public fcandals. Such 
conduct would be worfethan that of real ajfafftns^worfe 
than the pla'^ue*^*'^ 

However well-founded Weifhaupt may have been in 
makirig ufe of fuch reproaches, the rapid progrefs made 
by his Illuminilm fhould have convinced him, that his a- 
depts, in the midft of their debaucheries, never lolf fight 
of the grand objedf of his myfteries. The reader may 
judge of their progrefs by the following note; which, at 
the fame time that it denotes their fuccefles, will fhow in 
what manner they reported them to each other. This do¬ 
cument may alfo begin to explain various myflefies of 
the revolution. 

Note, 07 i the progrefs of Ilhminiftn^ found ainong the 
papers of ^'Ato-Zivack^ written in his own hand^ and 
contained in the firji volume of the Original Writ-- 

We have f at (Munich), i ft, a regular Lodge 

of Major Jllumineesy 2dly, a leffer meeting of Illumi^ 
7ieeSy very well adapted to our purpoles; 3dly, a very 
large and remarkable Majoitic Lodge; 4rhly, twocon- 
<^ liderable Churches^ or Minerval Academies. 

‘‘ At Thebes (Freyfinguen) alfo there is a Mbierval 
“ Lodge, as well as at Megara (Landfberg), at 13 rug- 
haufeii, at Scraubing, at Ephefus (Ligolftadt), and in a 
fhort time we fhall have one at Corinth (Ratifbonne), 
We have bought a houfe (at Munich) for ourfelves; 
‘‘ and we have taken our precautions fo well, that the in-^ 
habitants not only do not cry out againft us, but fpeak 

H 

* Original Letters, Vol. a, Let, lo. 

f This note begins with thefe words : Thenumher in Greece 
conftjts of -— Whether Cato did mark the number or not, i know 
not; bin the editor has left it in blank, and the fentence is in¬ 
complete. Mr. Robifon has inferted \ht number 600; but as 
he does not give his authority, J fhall content myfelf with ir^BSr 
jating, and fliall continue witfi Zwack. 
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of US with edeern, w^en they fee us going publicly to 
“ that houfe, or to the Lodge. Certainly that is a great 
“ .'leal for this town. 

We have in this houfe a Cabinet of natural hiftory, 
“ infiruments for experimental philofoph'y^ and a library; 
“ and all this is daily augmented by the gifts of the Breth- 
ren. I'he garden is to be turned into a botanical one. 

“ All the fcientific journals are procured for thebreth- 
“ ren at the expenfe of the Order. 

“ By means of different pamphlets we have awakened 
‘‘ the attention of the princes and citizens to certain re- 
“ markable abufes; we oppofe religious Orders with all 
“ our might; and we have good reafon to be pleafed with 
“ the fuccefs of our endeavors, 

We have entirely new modelled the Lodge on our 
plan, and have broke off all communication with Berlin. 

We have not only repreffed all the enrollments of the 
R C. (Roftcrucians), but we have fucceeded incafting 
* “ fufpicioiis on them: 

“ We are in treaty for a ftri£j: and effedlive alliance 
with the Lodge of —, and with the national 
Lodge of Poland."’ 

Another Note, written hy the fame hand^ on the politi-^ 
cal progrefs of the Order. 

Through the Intrigues of the Brethren the Jefuits 
“ have been difmiffed from all the Profefibrfhips; we have 
“ entirely cleared the univerfity of Jngolftadt of them.* 

The Dowager Dutchefs has modelled her Injiitute 
for the Cadets entirely on the plan prepared by the Or- 
der. That houfe is under our infpe^iion\ all its Profes^ 
fors belong to our Order \ fve of its members have been 
well provided for,^ and all the pupils will be ours. 

“ On the recommendation of the Brethren Pylades is 
made the ecclcfiajlical ffcal counfellor. By procuring 
" “ this place for him, we have put the church monies at 

‘‘ the difpofal of the Order: and by means of thefe monies 
“ vre have already repaired the mal-adminiftration of our 

-and of-, and have delivered them from 

the hands of the ufurers^ 

* Durch die verwendung der Br. Br. (Briidern) wurden die 
Jefuiten von alien profefibr ftellen entfernt, die Univerfitat In- 
golftadt ganz von ihnen gereinigt. 
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With thefe monies alfo we fupport new Brethren. 

The Brethren who are in orders have all been pro- 
videcl with livings and curacies^ or with preceptor’s 
** places. 

“ Through our means too, the Brothers Jnnenius and 
** Cortez have been made Profejfors in the Univerfity of 
Ingoljladt. We have alfo got purfes for all our young 
candidates in the fame univerfity. 

On the recommendation alfo of our Order, two young 
men are travelling at the expenfe of the Court, They 
are at prefent at Rome. 

The Germanic fchools are all under the infpeftion 
of the Order, and have no other prefects than ollt 
“ Brethren. 

“ The Benevolent Society is alfo under our direSiic 77 , 

The Order has obtained an augmentation of pay and 
falaries for a great number of Brethren who are em- 
ployed in the 'Dicajleres (that is to fay, at the boards of 
Adminiftration). 

We have obtained Jour ecclefiajlicai chairs for as 
many of our Brethreti, 

We fhall Ihortly be majlers oj the Bartkoloniew In- 
^^Jlitution for the education of young ecciefajlics. All 
our meafures are,ready for that purpofe. 'Fhe bufinefs 
‘Fhas taken a very favorable turn; by this jneans zve may 
flock all Bavaria with prie/ls both clever andprope?'^* 
(for our objedt). 

We have limilar hopes and views on another houfe 
of priefts. 

Through incefiant application, indefatigable efforts, 

“ and the intrigues of different -by —, we have at 

length fucceeded in not only maintaining the Eccleii- 
aftical Council, which the Jefuits wilhed to defiroy; 
but alfo in afiigning over to this council, to the colleges 
and univerfities, all thofe goods which had Hill remain- 
ed under the adminiftration of the Jefuits iji Bavaria; 
fuch as the inftitution for the miilioi], the golden 
the houfe of retreat, and the funds for the newlv con* 
verted. Our Major llluminees,toeftecfuhtc this,^^/e/y 7 .v 
meetings', feveral of theiii remained there whole nights'^ 
and- 

This latter article is alfo mutilated by the editor of the 
Original Writlngs. The Court of Bavaria did not think 
pioper to publilh the names of thofe different perfons (mi- 
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fiifcrs and other?) who fo well fcconded Weifliaupt ^nd 
his adepts on this occafion. The Jefuits at leaft ftron^ly 
lufpedled the Count of Senseim to be one of the differ-^ 

ent -5 and thofe of the Engliih coliege of Liegef^ 

in particular, had reafon to believe that he was one of 
thofe to whom they were indebted for the lofs of a pen- 
fion of ten thoufand florins, which had always been paid / 
to them by the Court of Bavaria. How far thefe fufpi- ^ ♦ 
cions are grounded I do not pretend to fay; but certain 
it is, that this Count Senfeim appears on the lift of adepts 
under the charadferiftic of King Alfred, But without our 
entering into any difcuftion, the two notes I have juft 
tranllated clearly evince, that the adepts did not deferV6 
to be fo frequently reprimanded for inadtivity as Wei- 
lhaupt feems to have thought. 

What a ftrong light is thrown on the feCret hiftory of 
the Revolution by thefe two notes, even in their mutilat¬ 
ed ftate! A large portion of the clergy', it is true, have 
been faithful to their duty; but Europe has been aftd- 
nifhed at feeing fo many of them plunged into the moft 
horrid fcencs of impiety. We here learn from Catd^ 
Zwack who thofe falfe paftors were. Thefe atrocious 
hypocrites are felecfed by the Sedf, imbued with all the 
venom of its principles, and then ufhered into the bofom 
of the church under its baneful protedfion. It had faid to 
them, affume the appearance of piety and zeal, and pre¬ 
tend to believe in the fymbol of the priefthood, and we 
lhall find means of inftalling you in the livings of the 
church, and of making you the rcdlors and paftors of the 
flock. You fliall publicly preach the dodtrine of the Gos¬ 
pel, and your exterior fhall coincide with the duties 6f 
thofe ftations; but in fecret you {hall fecond our views, 
and prepare the way for us. It would be a futile objec¬ 
tion to alk how it was polhble to find monfters whole de¬ 
pravity could make them confcnt to adf fuch fccnes of 
hypocrifv even in the Holy of Holies! We have the ail- 
thority of C(^t(?-Zvvack, who tells us that they aflumed the 
characlers and fundlions of rectoi s and curates, of canons, 
profellors, and teachers in the Catholic Church. We fhail 
{bon fee the fame game played with refpecl to the Pro-^ 
tcjlant Church; and thus were both churches miniftcred 
to by wretches who had fworn their deft ruction. 

A fimilar mode of proceeding was adopted for the de- 
ftrudion of the ftate, and that at the lirft dawn of Illu- 
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SViinifm. It is Cato again who informs us of the intrigues^ 

Views, and fuccefles of the Secf, inhnuating its adepts in¬ 
to the DicaJhrcSy the councils, and boards of adminiftra- 
tion, which are paid by the prince and ftate; he points 
them out as having gained accefs into the councils of the 
prince and the ftate, carrying with them all the treache¬ 
rous plots of the moft difallrous confpiracy againft both 
prince and ftate* 

Many readers have been aflonifhed at feeing whole ge¬ 
nerations rife imbued with the principles of the moft rank 
jacobinifm, and that from fchools founded by princes for 
the inftrucftion of youth; but Cato again folves the diffi¬ 
culty, when he fpeaks of the InJiituUon founded by the 
Dowager Dutchefs. 

In fhort, it will he incumbent on future hiftorrans to \ 

tell their readers whence were obtained thofe treafures 
fpent in the propagation of the principles of the Sedt, in 
the peregrinations of its apoftles, and in thefupport of its 
pennylefs adepts; they will find the tafk already complet¬ 
ed by the Sedl itfelf, which tells us^ that its novices a?‘e 
Jupported at the expenfe of the public foi{ndatio?is'y that 
its miffionaries are paid and fent to foreign parts by the 
prince, who has been milled to believe that he was lend¬ 
ing men in the purfuit of arts and fcienccs. Moreover, 
does not the Sedi betray itlelf, when introducing its adepts 
into the adrninijlration of the ecclefiajlicalproperty^ and 
with that property paying the debts of its Lodges, lup- 
porting the apoftles of its confpiracies, re-eftablifiling its 
former clubs, and eredfing new ones. Let the hiftorian 
lefiedt on the conditions under which fuch a multitude of . 

adepts have.been ufliered into livings and other employ- 
' nients, and he will foon perceive the funds of the Sect 
fwelled to an inimenfe bulk by thofe fhares which it pre- 
frrves for its own ufe out of all the emoluments which it 
has procured for its adepts either in church or ftate. 

But in this fame note an enigma occurs of a quite dif- ' 

ferent nature.--The reader may have obferved Cato^- 

Zwack at once exulting in having founded a niafouic 
i.odge at Munich for the llluminees, and in the victories 
gamed by the jlluminees over the Roficrucian Mafons, 

—What can have given rife to this contradiction, at the 
fame time to imitate the Free-mafons, and to declare war 
againft the moft famous adepts or Mafonry, "Fhefe ques¬ 
tions naturally lead us to the inveftigation of the moft 
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profound device that Weiihaupt ever invented for the 
propagation of his plots. I'hey relate to his firft attempt, 
to the diverfity of the means ufed, his fuccefs, and finally 
to his triumphant intruiioa into the mafonic Lodges. In 
order to folve them, 1 lhall, in the following Chapters, lay 
before my reader the moft remarkable paflliges of the Ar- / 
chives of the Sedf, or of the letters and avowals of the / ■ 

moft celebrated adepts relating to that famous plan, the 
execution of v/hich belongs to the fecond epoch of the 
Sceft; and unfortunately it may be too truly called the 
epoch of the Illuniirilzatioa of Free Mafonry. 
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Epoch of the Illuminlxation of Frce-Mafonry. — JVei^ 
Jhaupfs attempts on the Mafonic Lodges, — Acqiiifitio?i 
of Knigge,^ and his firji Services, 

L et us, for a moment, fuppofe every thing that has 
been faid in thefe Memoirs relating to the nature, 
objeCl, origin, and fecret of Mafonry, to be no more than 
a conjedlural fyftem; let it flill further be fuppofed, that 
the cloud which encompafles the origin and hiftory of 
Mafonry is for ever impenetrable; let even the Brethren 
and their Mafters exalt ftill higher the merits and glory 
of their anceftry; yet, for the misfortune of our cotem- 
poraries, the day is come when all this glory is fullied—. 
when the Orators of their own Lodges with grief ex¬ 
claim,—Brethren and Companions, give free vent to 
your forrow; the days of innocent Equality are gone by. 
However holyour myfteries may have been, the Lodges 
“ are now profaned and fullied.—Brethren and Compan- 
ions, let your tears flow;—attired in your mourning 
robes attend, and let us feal up the gates of our temples, 
for the profane have found means of penetrating into 
them. They have converted them^ into retreats for their 
impiety, into dens of confpirators. Within the facred 
wails they have planned their horrid deeds, and the ruin 
of nations. Let us weep over our legions which they 
“ have reduced. . Lodges that may ferve as hiding places 
for thefe confpirators muft remain for ever fhut both to 
us and to every good citizen.”* Thefe complaints,and 
awful lamentations are not mine; they proceed from the 
mouth of the venerable Mafter of a Lodge; they are con¬ 
tained in the funeral oration pronounced on Mafonry in 
prefence of the Brethren aflembled for the laft time in a 
Lodge in Germany, and flghing over the forrowful des¬ 
tiny of their Confraternity. Unfortunately for the honor 
of the Brotherhood,their forrow was but too well-ground- 

* See the difeourfe of the Orator on the fliutting up of a 
Lodge. 
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cd; and It is our duty to adduce proofs of it. Whatever 
may have been its myfteries heretofore, Free-masonry 
is noiv become crvninaL If it be not fo in itfelf, it is be-^ 
come fo through Weifhaupt’s means; it has brought a- 
bout, or he has brought about through its means, the 
moft difaftrous of all revolutions. This awful truth can 
no longer remain hidden. Hiflory muft found its trumr 
pet, and let it adduce its proofs; for never has it yet giv¬ 
en fo awful a leffon to nations on the fatal efFedls of fe- 
cret focietics. 

From the commencement of his Illuminifm Weifliaupt 
had forefecii the great fupport he could draw from the 
multitude of Free Mafons difperfed throughout Europe, 
fhouid he ever be fortunate enough to form an alliance 
with them. “ Let me tell you a piece of news,’’ he writes 
to Ajax as early as the year 1777; “ Before the next car- 
nival I lhall go to Munich, and lhall get myfelf admit- 
ted a Free-mafon. Do not let this alarm you; our bufi-f 
ncfs vj 'illnQtfuff'er ia the Uaji\ but by thisJiep we become 
ctcquaiJited with a tie or new fecret^ and by that means 
Jhall beJlronger than the others,*^* Weifliaupt accord¬ 
ingly received the firfi degrees of hlafonry at Munich, in 
St. Theodore’s Lodge, At firft he could only obferve 
the bagatelle of an innocent fraternity, yet even then he 
perceived that Equality and Liberty were the ground-? 
work of all the amufements of the Brotherhood. He fur- 
mifed further myfteries. In vain they afi'ured him, that 
all political or rt^hgious difcuflions v/ere banifhed from 
the Lodges, and that every true Mafon was eflentially a 
flaunch friend to his prince and to Chriftianity. He had 
Lid the fame thing to his Novices and to his Mi?ie?‘vah \ 
and he knew too well what became of all thefe protcifa- 
tions in his Illuminirmr He eafily conceived that a fimi-r 
lar fate awaited thefe .declarations in the higher degrees of 
Pvlafonry. Soon his faithful Zwack furnifhed him with 
the means of penetrating into the higher myfteries of 
Mafonry without fubjedting himfelf to all the neqefl'ary 
trials. This latter adept had made acquaintance, at Augl- 
bourg with an Abbe of the name of Marotti. At'onc 
of thefe interviews Marotti had initiated ht?n into {he 
higher degrees^and even into thofe cj the Scotch Lodges, 
^He had explained to him all the onyjleries of Mafonry^ 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Letter 6, to Ajax, 
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aofblutely founded-i as he faid, on religion and the hijlory 
cj'the church. Cato-Xwzck fhews us, by the eagernefs 
\ with which he announces his dlfcovery to Spartacus-* 
Weifhaupt, how much this explication coincided with 
tiib plots of his impiety.^* No fooner has Weifhaupt 
(who on his fide was making all pofiible enquiries) re¬ 
ceived the news cf this interview, though no particulars 
were mentioned, than he immediately arifwers, I doubt 
much whether you are acquainted with the real objedt 
of Mafonry; but 1 hive acquired fome information on 
that fubjeft, ’which t’nriean to make ufe of in my plan, 
and which I rejer.ye for our higher degrees.^ Cato 
foon fent a circumftantial account to his mafter of the <?a*- 
pianation that had been communicated to him, and re¬ 
ceived for anfv/er, the important difeoyery you have 
made Nicodemia {Kug£bourg)y in your interview 
with the Abbe Marotti, gives me extreme pleafure.-^ 
Prodt of this occafton^and get all you can from him^X 
In reading fuch pafiages of their moft intimate corres¬ 
pondence, one is naturally led to afk what can occafion 
this extreme joy in the two moft monftrous confpirators 
that have ever appeared on earth, at the mere difeovery 
of the myfteries of the occult Lodges of A/Iafonry, and of 
thofe even of the Scotch Lodges!—Kas Weifhaupt then 
heen anticipated by the Mafons in the explanation he had 
given of their fymbols, and which he has a< 5 lually inferr¬ 
ed in his myfteries ? § Could there have pre-exifted in thefe 
occult Lodges of Mafonry an impiety and plots ftrangely 
preparatory for that infidelity and thofe plots of Cato and 
Spartacus confequence is frightful, but is that a 

reafon why nations fhould be blind and deny the tefti- 
mony of truths are we, for the honor of Mafonry, to bs 
filent on the hidden fnares laid for them, and which will 
continue to be laid not only for them but for all nations 
in general.II 

’Well fatisfied with the difeovery he had made, Weir 

* See Cato'^ Journal, Diarium des Cato, Original Wfh? 
ings, Vol. I. 

f Ibid. Letter 31, 2d Dec. 1778. ' ¥ 

i Original Writings, Letter of the 6th Jan. 1779. 

^ See Vol. III. of thefe Memoirs, Degree of EpopS, 

II Ibid. Letter 32, 
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foaupt befr'ins to prefs the eftablifhment of a Maicnic 
Lodge for.his pupils of Munich. He injmediately order¬ 
ed dl his'Areopagites to get themfelves rhade Mafons; 
belaid his plans'for fimilar initiations at Aichftadt; and in 
all the other colonies of the Order.^ Notwithftanding 
all his efforts, fuccefs declared but {lowly in his favor.— 
He was in pofieflioa of the .fccrets of the Mafons, but 
they were not initiated in his.L-The Roficrucians faw 
’with regret another fecret foejety rifing, which drew it$ 
members from their Lodges, which already began to 
bring their meetings into difrepiir^by bragging that it a- 
iune was in pofTefiion of the real^ecrets of Mafonry.— 
Notwithltanding the impiety of thd fecrets of the Rofi^ 
crucians, and though their fyftems all had a fimilar ten¬ 
dency with refpecl to the annihilation of Chrifl‘ianity,.ftiil 
.the path they had chofen was quite different from that 
jvliich WeiCmipt had adopted. He defpifed all the non- 
.fenfeof their y^lcliymy; above all he detefted their The- 
'ofophy. He laughed at the double principle^ at the good 
and evil genii, and at all thofe daemons on which the Ro- 
iicruciau founds his Magic, Cabal, and Myfleries of A- 
BRAC;t in fhort, notwithllanding all the benefit Wei- 
fhaupt expected to reap from thefe myfteries, fymbols and 
cxpianatiuiis of Mafonry, he treated with the rnoft fove- 

Let it be always remembered, that we continue to except 
the Mafons who only acknowledge the firft three degrees; 
l/uf tvEN THESE cug/:t jiever to forget^ that it as precifely 
' their JirJl three degrees m^hich fervsd as A cloak to the grand 
. iiitrufion &f lliimiinijm. 

The word Mirac is derived from Alrasiasy which is only 
"a fet of Greek letteis put together by Basilidhs, a famous 
• tiophifter of Alexandria, and an herefiarch of the fecond cen¬ 
tury, exprefiing the number of 365 Intelligences or fpirits, 
which confliiuied his God. St. Jerome fays, that Abraxas was 
the fiditious God of Bafdides^ expreffed in Greek numerals, 

'j.i.ico."r.6o.t.j^oo. gronndedall his magic on the 

number of his genii; and hence the term Science of Ahrac is 
vied for the fcience of Magic (Vide Hieronimus adverfns Lti- 
*cifer:ivi—Augupinns fiber de harefis^Tertiihian de Baplide.J 
' —Manes adopted many of his errors from this Bafilides, and 
paiticularly l^is Eons and'his magic. 'I hefe myjleries of Ahrac 
;\re mentioned in rhe Mafonic manufeript;, ot Oxford, which 
bears teftimony that fome Brethren were as much addided to 
thefe r.iyfteries of Abrac three hundred years ago, as many of 
our modern Koliciucians. 
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Vtreign contempt every thing that is purely cabaliftic fol-^ 

I ly and reverie in the Roficrulians. He adopted all theic" 
means of impiety and laughed at their fooleries. It was' 
the contention of impiety, fallen 011 the one fide into thei" 
moft abfurd Atheifm, and on the other into the moll mi- 
ferable fuperllition. Hence arofe thofe dillentions and jea- 
loufies mentioned by Cato-Zw^ck when tracing the pro-^ 
grefs of Iiiuminifmi and it was for a long time doubtful 
^yvhich of the two competitors was to be crowned with 
fuccefs* During the confli£l we fee Weifliaupt daily in¬ 
venting new means of triumph; bathe was undecided as 
to the ufe he fhould make of his victory.—In the fiidt 
place, he writes to Zwack, I fhould have wifhecl to 
fend to London for a conftitution for our Brethren; and 
I fhould Hill be of that opinion if we could make our- 
felves rnafters of the Chapter (the Mafonic) of Munich. 
^ You will do well to try, I can come to no determiiution 
on that fubje£l until I have feen what turn our alfairs 
take. Perhaps I fhall only adopt a reform; or it nriy be 
better to create a new fyftein of Mafonry for ourfelves; 
or, may it not be tho’t convenient to incorporate Ma- 
« fonry into our Order, and thus to mrdee but one body 
^ of them both. Time alone can decide this.”* 

To relieve the founder from this Hate of indecifion, it 
‘was necefTary that he fhould become acquainted with a 
man who laid lefs ftrefs on difficulties, and who knew how 
to cut them fhort. 7'he demon who v/ields the fiery fword 
of revolutions throws a Hanoverian Baron in his way, of 
‘the name of Knigge. At this name every honefl Ger¬ 
man Mafon will Hart back, as at the man who corrupted 
even the fraternal bagatelles of the frfi degrees of Mafonry, 
and confummated the depravity of their impious Roficru- 
cians. The honed Brethren, in their indignation, would 
almod forget Weifhaupt to overpower Knigge with the 
whole weight of their hatred; and to heap on him alone 
all the opprobrium of the Lodges nov/ become the great 
feminaries of Illuminifm. The truth obliges us to fay, 
that PA;7(9-Knigge was no other than the worthy tool of 
iSpijr/^r^^r-Weilhaupt in this grand intrufion. That which 
was executed by the one had long fiace been conceived 
•by the other; and, in all probability, had it not been for 
'the profound combinations of the one, the wicked aclivi- 


PhUo- 

Knigge. 


* Original Writings, Letter 57 to Cah^ March 1783, 
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ty of the other would have proved fruitlefs in its attcmpt$i^ 
^Unfortunately in the re.union of their baneful talents 
were to be found all the requifites for the moft confum^ 
mate confpirators; in the one, for the direcSing of the 
moft difaftrous of all SeQs; in the other, for the propaga* 
tion of its myfteries and the recruiting of its confpiring ^ 
bands. 

Weifhaupt, like Satan, profoundly meditated the de- 
ftruftion of mankind, while Knigge may be compared to 
thofe Genii winged like the plague, ever hovering and im¬ 
patient to receive the Orders of the King of Hell to bend 
their courfe wherever he will point out evil to be donci 
Weifhaupt proceeds flowly in his combinations, weighs 
his refources, compares the different effays, and, left he 
fhould miftakc, defers and fufpends his choice. Knigge^ 
in his levity, has fooner a (Sled than deliberated; he fees, 
where evil can be done; he does it, and is ready to found 
a retreat) ftiould his firft attempts fail of fuccefs. The 
one forefees the obftacles he may have to encounter, and 
feeks to evade them; the other proceeds boldly in fpite 
of all, and looks on the time fpent in refleeSlion as fo much 
loft from the execution. The former is aware of every 
fault that can impede his progrefs; the latter proceeds 
heedlefs of the falfe fteps he may have taken. 

Encompaired with darknefs, how great would hav^ 
been the happinefs of Weifhaupt could he but have been 
gratified with a fight of the world in ruins, and that with-<> 
out being himfelf feen! The confcioufnefs of his crime? 
would have been to him that grateful fenfation which vir¬ 
tue raifes in the honeft heart. The power of doing harm 
is more dear to him,' than a celebrity which might have 
proved fatal to the execution of his plots. Knigge, ou the 
contrary, fhows himfeif every where, meddles with every 
' thing; his utmoft ambition was to appear to have been 
the agent in whatever was done. Both are impious, and 
both have fworn the overthrow .of the laws; but Wei- 
•fnaupt from the very beginning had laid dowii his prin¬ 
ciples; he had followed them through all their confer 
^uences; his revolution is to be the accomplifhment of 
them all; and he will think his attepnpt fruitlefs, fhould 
a lingle law, fecial or religious, efcape the general wreck* 
With Knigge, both his impiety and his plans of rebel¬ 
lion have had their gradual progreffion: he fuccefiively 
vittended ail the public Und. occult fchools of the Infideli<^ 
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ty of the age. He can vary his means and adapt himfelf 
to the different characters he has to deal with. He alfo 
wifhes for a revolution, but he will not lo(e the occafion 
pf one that offers, in hopes of that particular one which 
he wifhes to Operatei Where he cannot form an Atheift, 
he will form a Deift or a Sceptic; as circumftances may 
require, he will aft the part of any fpecies of Sophifter, or 
engage in any degree of rebellion. Weifhaupt wifhes to 
involve in univerfal ruin, religion, magilfrates, fociety^ 
and property, that he may inftal his noinade clans, his 
’MeJi Kings^ and his Equality and Liberty. Knigge i$ 
content to .deftroy lefs, provided he defpotically fways o* 
ver all that has efcaped deftruftion. In the filent fhades 
of his retreat, the one has more 'accurately ftudied the 
nature of man, and has laid his plans for new-modelling 
human nature according to his views. The other is bet¬ 
ter acquainted wdth them from his habit of ;ntrigue, and 
is eafier pleafed with the afcendancy he can require over 
them. In ftiort, the former may be fald to prepare his 
poifons with more art, while the latter retails them bet¬ 
ter; and between them they wield the mighty power of 
defiruftipn. 

When the common enemy of human nature brought 
thefe two fiends of rebellion in coiitaft with each other, 
they had already acquired all thofe habits and means which 
muft render their union fatal to mankind. The Hanove¬ 
rian Baron had been caft upon the earth nearly at the 
‘fame time that the Bavarian monfter had been engender¬ 
ed. His whole life appears to have been but one continu¬ 
ed preparation for the part he was to acSI in feconding 
Weifhaupt, and particularly to open the gates of the 
Lodges from the North to the South, and from the Eaft 
to the wefi, to receive the founder of Illuminifm, and de- 
Jiver over to him all* thofe adepts who, trained by the 
higher myfteries of Mafc:)nry, had long fince been pre¬ 
pared to receive thofe of the modern Spartacus^ 

Knigge informs us, that from his youth he had alwa}^ 
had an invincible propenfity towards fecret focieties; and 
that while a boy he had founded one of thofe little focie- 
ties fo common in the Proteftant Univerfities, and of 
which we have before fpoken. He had acquired this turn 
from his father, whom he had obferved fpending his time 
in the ftudy of the Mafonic Myfteries, and his money in 
the vain purfuit of the Philofopher’s Stone, The father's 
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gold had vaniflied in the crucible, and the Ton reaped 
nothing but the drofs. No fooner had he attained the 
ncceffary age, than he got himfelf made a Freemafon in 
one of thofe Lodges called of the Stri^ Observance, He 
rofe to the degree of Ihnplary that iS to fay, of thofeMa- 
fons who, ftill flattering themfelves with the hopes of re¬ 
covering the polTeiiions of that once celebrated Order, 
diflribute in the mean time the dif^rent titles formerly 
borne by thofe Knights. Knigge became one of thefe 
Brother Commanders under the title of Eques a Cygno 
(^Knight of the Sivan), Contrary to his expeclations, 
be found this to be but an empty title without any emo¬ 
lument. Wifhing to make up for this deficiency, and 
ftiJi more adiuated with the defire of acquiring that im¬ 
portance in the Lodges at leafl, which he could not ac¬ 
quire elfewhere,' he made himfclf the difciple of the fa¬ 
mous Mountebank Schr older at Marbourg. When 
in company with this Schroeder, or the Gaglioftro of Ger¬ 
many, IVbat man^ as he fiiys himfelf, avoid'd not have 
been fred ivith %eai for Theofophy^ Magic^ and Aichyiny ? 
'Thele were the myfleries of the Mafons of the Stri^ Oh^ 
fer'vance. Violent^ JantaJiical^ and rejUef^ as he deferibes 
himfclf, he at the age of five and twenty was a firm be¬ 
liever in all thefe myiberies; he even praftifed all the 
evocations of fpirits, and other follies of ancient and 
modern Cabal. Soon he began to doubt whether he rcaU 
iy believed or ought to believe in all this fluff. He flat¬ 
tered himfelf with the hopes that, in the midfl of thefe 
enchantments and magic fpells,//?^ chaos of his ideas i.uould 
fuhfide. To gain Jcnowledgc, and put his nfind at cafe, 
he would wilhiigly have gained admiflion into every iMa- 
Tonic Lodge. He found means of getting admitted into 
the higher procured the raref and jnoJ} myjleri- 

ciesnia7iifcripts^ and even fludied all their ditfcrent Sci^s.* 
'i’hcn, as if he wifhed to convert himfelf into a vaft em¬ 
porium of every error, he applied to the dcclrines of the 
modern Sophiflers, and thus plied his unfortunate brain 
on the one fide wuth all the delirious conceits of Cabalillic 
Mafonry, and on the other with the impious doclrincs of 
the felf-created Philofophers. Fli'S attempts at fortune 
v/erc firniiar to thofe he Ivjd made for the acquiution of 
fcieiicc, nor was he more faccefil’uh—A'courticr without 


See his Lafl ObfervaTions, P. 24• 
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favor, he dcferts his Prince to take the direftion of a Play- 
houfe; thence he accepts a commiilion in the fervice of 
the Prince of Helle Caflel; but is«'ibon difrmfled, in con- 
fequence of the violence and refllcfTnefs of his temper.— 
He then turns author, and writes violent declamations 
againft the Roman Catholics; then, in confequence of 
f®nie hope of preferment (1 know not what), he makes 
a public profeilion of their faith j but, not fucceediug as 
he hoped, he deferts them, abufes them more fcurriloufly 
than ever, takes part with the Proteftants, but writes in 
favor of Such had been the reftlefs education 

of the man who was to prove the moft worthy fupporter 
and the moft adtive co-operator that Weiihaupt yet had 
found. • 

By a ftrange'coincidence, juft at the very time that 
thefe Confpirazors met, Knigge had been projediing a 
conqueft of Mafonry, and had formed fuch plans for an 
imiverfal confpiracy, that he fcarcely leaves the honor of 
invention to Weiftiaupt. The account given by Knigge 
will beft explain this coincidence. 

It was in the year of our Lord 1780 ; and a general 
afiembly of Mafons had been convoked at Willemfbaden 
for the next year, under the protedtion of the Duke of 
Brunfwick and of the Landgrave of Heffe Caflel. 

the news of this,*' fays P/;/ 7 (:-Knigge, “ I caft an eye 
« on the immenfe multitude of brethren ; I obferved it to 
« be compofed of men of all ftations in life, of noblemen, 
ft of men of great riches, of great power, and alfoofBre- 
thren polTefTing great knowledge and activity, I faw 
theie men all adluated by one common fentiment, tho* 
I cbuld not very well conceive the objedt of their union. 
I faw them all bound by an oath of the moft profound 
fecrecy, without being able to form any better idea as 
to the objedt or it. I beheld them divided in their opi- 
tt nions, nor could I comprehend on which fide the error 
lay y ftill lefs could 1 furmife what had been the grand 
obftacle that had impeded the advantages which man- 
kind had reafon to expedtfrom Freemalbnry.—Never- 
thelefs how great would thefe advantages have been, if 
diftinguiftiing adtions from fpeculations, opinions had 
been left t© each individual, while a regular fyftem of 
condudt was followed, perpetually tending towards tho 


* See his Laft Obfervatlons, P. zs* 
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<< advantage of humanity in general, and of the Brethri?\ 
« in particular / Had they agreed on a iyflem of laws 
for the mutual and general fupport of each other; ta 
“ raife deprefled or obfcure merit; to fecond with all the 
« power and influence of Mafonry all plans for general 
utility; ‘to favor the advancement of the Brethren^ ta 
meafure out the different €??iploy 7 nents in the State ta 
“ the Bi ethreiiy according to their capacitieSy and in pro-- 
portion as they froould have profiled of the advantages 
to be reaped from SECRET societies hi the arts of 
“ knowing men and of governing them without con^ 
Jlraint,^^^- 

“ Meditating and muflng cn thefe ideas/* continues 
« Knigge, “ 1 had refolved on all my plans of reform, 
« and had fent them to Willemfbaden. I received polite 
<€ anfwers; they promifed to take my work into confide- 
« ration at the general meeting, that was about to be held. 
« But I foon had reafon to believe, that the benevolent 
« and difinterefted views of the illuftrious chiefs and pro- 
« tedlors of Mafonry would be but very ill feconded ; that 
« partial views and difcordant ihtereffs would play off 
« every artifice to make the fyftems of particular Se£ls 
«c predominate; and I forefaw how difficult it \vould be 
« to make one cap fit fo many heads• Meanwhile I com- 
« municated my plans to different Mafons, and repeatedr- 
« ly expreffed my fears; when, in July 1780 ,1 made ac- 
« quaintance with Diomedes (the Marquis of Conftan- 
« za) in a Lodge at Frankfort on the iVfein, who had 
« been fent from Bavaria by the Illumihees to efirablifh 
« new Colonies in the Protcllant States. I informed him 
« of my views with refpedt to a general reform of Free- 
« mafonry; and that, perfeftly convinced of the inufility 
« of the meeting at Willemfbaden I had refolved to work 
« at the effabliihment of my fyffem feconded by a few 
Mafons my particular frieiids, and who were fpread 
« throughout Germany. After having heard me explain 
“ my intentions, why,** faid he, “ lliould you give yoyr- 
felf the trouble to found a new fociety, when there al- 
ready exifts one which has undertaken all that you wifti 
“ to do, which can in every way gratify your thirft for 
« knowledge, and open a wide field for your adlivity and 
defire of being ufeful; a fociety, in fhort, which is 


^ See his Laft Obfervatlons, P. 
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pofieffion of all the fciences and all the authority neces- 

iiiry for the accomplilhmeHt of your^bje£t.”* 

The Marquis was correct; for there exifted a moft 
ftriking coincidence between the plots of his mafter an4 
thofe propofed by Knigge to raife deprefled or obfcure 
•merit, and fuccor fufFering virtue; to teach the adepts 
the art of knowing men; to conduft mankind to happir 
nefs, and to govern tiiem without their perceiving it.— 
Like Knigge, Weilhaupt alfo had invented that invi- 
fible concatenation which, proceeding from the tene¬ 
brous meeting of his lurking fenate, was to extend its 
ramifications over every clafs of citizens, and, dictating 
Jaws from thefe dark receffes, the Brotherhood was to 
leave no art untried to caufe thpm to be promulgated by 
the councils of the Prince.f Thus far the two Arch- 
confpirators follow the fame plan; but the truth is, that 
Weilhaupt only leeks power to deftroy, and gives laws 
but to annihilate every law; while P/?/ 7 j-Knigge will 
look upon nations as fufiiciently free, provided he can but 
fubject their magiftrates and rulers to the decrees of the 
Mafonic Lodges; though the Liberty, therefore, fought 
by the one be the death of fociety, that of the other will 
be its eternal {name. Tv/o fuch men could not long re¬ 
main feparate; pride may give rife to temporary difagree- 
ments; but they will co-operate fufiiciently for the mife- 
ry of mankind. 

Knigge could fcarcely exprefs the joy and aftonifli-* 
ment with which he learned that the plans he had con¬ 
ceived were already executing. He threw himfelfinto 
the arms of the Iliuminizing Apoftle, and immediately 
received the degrees of Caiididate, of Novice, and was 
even admitted into the Minerval Academy. Wei- 
fhaupt foon felt the importance of fiich an acquifition, 
though in Pvcvolutionary Impiety he found Knigge even 
more advanced than he wifhed. This latter immediately 
fet to work for the Illiuninees with as much zeal as if he 
had been pfofecuting his ov/n plan, and took upon him- 
jblfthe million on which Diornedes had been fent. Ne¬ 


ver had IliuminiCn beheld fo a£tive and fo infiauating n 


^ See his Ball ObferyatioDS, P. 3;^. 
f Original Writings, firft Statutes of the Illuminiee, 
lollruclions for the Re^er.t, 
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E-ccriiiter. The lift of Novices and Brethren wasfwol- 
Icn with amazing rapidity, nor did he, like Weifliaupt, 
merely enliff youths coming from the College, but men 
who had attained the age of maturity, and whole impiety 
was already known to him.—He more particularly fe- 
kdbed thofe whom in the Lodges he hadobferved to have 
a greater propenfity for the Occult Myfteries. 

Weifhaupt in his firft furprize could not help admir-^ 
j!ig his new Apoflle; and thus extols him to his Areopa- 
gires: P/^/^-Knigge alone does more than all of you 

put together could even hope to do. . . . Philo is the 
mailer from whom you ali fhould take leffons. . . . 
‘‘ Give me only fix fuch men, and I will engage to change 
the whole face of the univerfe.’^^ The grand point 
which gave Wcllhaupt fo much pleafure was the difeove- 
O' generation of men who were already prepared 

for his plots, and which in part difpenfed with the labo¬ 
rious education he had found neceflary for the preparation 
oi youth > and indeed we foon after fee him inftrufting- 
his recruiters to follow Knigge^s method of proceeding.f 
Nor ivas he lefs pieafed to fee the Sect daily gaining 
ground, abd that without any violence^ in thofe very 
Lodges which he wifiied fo much to reduce under his 
fubjc6tion. This rapid fuccefs, however,, gave rife to 
difiiculties which mud have difgufted any other man; but 
Knigge was exa£tly the perfon to remedy them. 

ll icked by the Apoftolic Marquis, as the latter had 
been before by Weilhaupt, with regard to the antiquity, 
omnilcience, arxi pow’^er of Illuminifm, Knigge had only 
been admitted as yet to the preparatory degrees ; nor had 
he the lead fufpicion that the remaining degrees had no 
exifrence but in the brain or portfolio of the niodeni 
tspartacus. He expedted grand myfteries; he alked for 
them, both in his own name and in the name of the Old 
Mafons who were not to be treated like boys from the 
college in their Minerval Academy.—Weifhaupt had 
leCourfe to all thofe fubterfuges by which he had hereto- 
iorc fucceeded in keeping his pupils in fufpenfe with res- 
pcOl to the higher myderies; and the more lie extolled’ 
them by afking for new trials the more prelfing Knigge 

OrigiRal Writings, Vol. I. Let. sO, and Lad Cbfcrvaticus, 
r. 49* 

t Originai Writings, VoK 11. Let. 7. 
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became, who told him that fuch trials might be mce.ffury 
in the Catholic countries^ hut 'were by no means fo in the 
Protejlant ones^ where the fpirit of Philofophy had made 
a much greater progrefs.*—Weifliaupt contUiuedto fiiift 
his ground, and Kiiigge became mt)re prelUng in his de* 
mands.-r-The old Mafons, famous for decyphering the 
hieroglyphics, afked for fome which might anfwer to the 
enthufiafm with which he had infpired them. 'Fhey 
threw out hints of abandoning him as an impoftor who 
had deluded them with idle promifes, unlefs he kept liis 
word with them; and Illuminifin muft have been irrepa- 
bly undone had fo many Brethren abandoned him under 
that perfuafion.. Thefe perpetual folicitations at length 
forced Weifhaupt’s fecret from him: “ His letters (fays 
Knigge) at length informed me, that this Order, pro- 
feffedly fo ancient, had no other cxiftence than in his 
« own head, and in the preparatory clajfes he had efta- 
blifhed in the Catholic countries; but that he had a 
large quantity of excellent materials for the higher de- 
grees. In making this avowal he begged me to pardon 
« his little finefle; for (faid he) I have fought in vain af- 
« ter worthy co-operators; no perfon has ever entered fo 
deeply into my views as you have; nor has any perfoji 
« feconded me with fo much adfivity. He told me, that 
I was a man fent from Keav'^cn to fecond him in his 
undertaking; that he threw himfelf upon my honor, 
and was willing to give me up all his papers; and that 
in future, not looking upon himfelf as my fuperior, he 
would be content to work under my direction; that the 
Brethren were expefting me in Bavaria, where all the 
neceffary fteps could be agreed upon,and that they were 
ready to pay my expenfes there.’’f 
Had Weifhaupt thought Knigge to be a man lefs to 
be depended upon, this would have been the only ern^r 
we fhould have feen this confpiring genius fall into. He 
muft have been the only man on earth who could have: 
looked upon his higher degrees and means of fedudion as 
incomplete. The myfteries and the difeourfe for the de¬ 
gree of Epopt were finiftied; all that has been laid before 
the reader on this degree was already compofed; J Knigge 

* Laft Obfervations of PhUoy from P. 35 to ^5. 
t Laft Obfervations of Phllo^ from P. 37 to 55. • 

I See the original of this difeourfe in ihc Original VVi iungs* 
VoI.lI,rart II. 
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tnay have ornamented the impiety and diforganizing prin k 
ciples; but neither Knigge nor all the powers of hel! 
could have added to them. The fame may be faid of the 
means of fedudion. All the cunning of the Infinuatori 
and dire 5 iing llluminees is to be found either in his firft, 
decrees, or in the inflrudlion for the Provinciak; his ir-k 
rcfolution can only be attributed to the immenfuy of his 
powers for fedadtion whidi no other perfon but himfelf 
could conceive. Hence he was led to fuppofe that what 
he had done was incomplete, becaufe he thought he could 
do it ftik better* In a word, had he fent his code as it was, 
Knigge would have profited of what had been completed*, 
and would never even have furmifed that he could have 
perfefted it. Elated to a great degree at the idea of ex¬ 
tricating ftom a difficulty a man v/hofe plots and fyftemS 
fo perfeftly coincided with his own, he haftened to his 
fuccor. Ke had foon run over all the papers that Wei- 
fhaupt entruflcd him with; made his appearance at the 
Council of the Areopagites j and iji a few days got the 
better of ail their irrefolution with refpeft to the divifioii 
of clafles and degrees, and of the higher and lower mys¬ 
teries. The chief point, and which in thefe circumftan- 
ces required an in^mediate decifion^ was to know what 
rank (hould be given to the Freemalbns in the Order, Sii 
a mode of facilitating tlie general intrufion into the Lodg¬ 
es. Knigge had already proved that they might entirely 
rely on him as to iKe number of Mafonic brethren to b6 
gained over to Illunfinifm j his vote carried the point, 
and the Infer?riedir*ry CJafs of Mafonvy was irrevocably 
determined. 

About this time the Deputies of the Lodges flocked 
from ail parts to Willemfl^adcn. It was an objedi of great 
importance for Weiibaupt and his Council, that no fteps 
inimical to their views on Mafonry fhould be taken at 
that aflembly.—To obtain an account of all their pro¬ 
ceedings, P/jilo had taken care to have Minos named ± 
deputy. As to himfelf, he preferred being in the neigh¬ 
borhood of the congrefs, there to watch its motions, and 
only to adl by his agents. He had received full powers 
from Weifhaupt and the Council of Areopagites to take 
fuch (Icps as circumfiances might require. 

The article which required the greateft expedition wasj 
to complete the higher parts of the code, and to decide on 
What degrees wcitj to be given to the Mafons, who were 
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too far advanced in the myfteries to befubje< 9 :ed to the tri¬ 
als of the Minerval School; and Knigge had fpeedily exe¬ 
cuted this firft part of his miffion. His aftive pen had foon 
made choice of its materials from Weifhaupt’s portfolio. 
According to his agreement with the Areopagites, he left 
all the preparatory degrees, fuch as NoviceMinerval^ 
and Minor lUianhiee^ which had already been conferred 
on feveral of the adepts, in their primitive ftate. It had 
alfo been agreed, that the jirj} three degrees of Ad^afonry 
Tnow become the intermediary degrees of Illuminifin) 
mould not be touched. He united the Major Illuminee 
to the Scotch degrees. In the degree of Epopt and Re¬ 
gent, he condenfed every feditious and impious principle, 
as v/ell as every article that he could find in Weiniaiipt’s 
works; and hence arofe that aftonilhing code already 
inveftigated in the foregoing volume. 

It was not long before Weifhaupt again gave way to 
his irrefolution; for he was always'inventing fame new 
art of feduclion; but while he was deliberating Kniggo 
was afting. The fuccefs of the fecond part of his miffion, 
or his views on the Alafons of Wiilemfoaden, entirely 
depending on the final determination of the myfteries for 
the degrees of Epopt and Regent^ V/eiihaupt was prefs- 
td once more, and, approving the whole, he Jigned and 
fealed them vjith the grand feal oj the Order\ 

Knigge now had only to attend to his miffion at WiL 
lemfbaden. We fhall foon follow him to that Congrefs of 
Mafonry; but we miift firft explain to our readers of 
what fpecles of men this grand affembly was compofed ^ 
and what the great agents were, that had already prepa¬ 
red the fuccefs and enfured the triumph of the new mys¬ 
teries over thofe of Freemafonry.^ 

^ For the whole of this chaptQx, fee the Laft Obfervations 
of Phiio, from P. 55 to 123 ; alfo his firft Letter to Cato, Ori¬ 
ginal Writiegs, Vol. ILand his convention with the Areopsk- 
gites. Ibid. 
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CHAP. IV. . 


Congrefs of the Frcemafons at JVlllewJbaden—Of their 
divers Se^s’^and particularly sf that of the 2 'heofophi-- 
phi cal Illumine es. 

I T was by no means the deputies of an infignificant 
fociety that were flocking from all parts of the uni- 
verfe to Willemfbaden. At that period, many mafons 
conceived their numbers to amount to three millions of 
brethren; and the Lodge de la Candeur at Paris, in its 
Circular Letter of the Mayj 1782, fuppofes that 

France alone contained one ^nillion* Doctor Stark (one 
of the moft learned writers of the Order) in his work on 
the ancient and modern myfteries, pofitively fays, that at 
the loweft computation the number of mafons at that time 
Tnuft have amounted to one million.'^ Let the hifforian 
abide by this eftimate, let him be ever fo partial, yet at 
the fight of thefc deputies fent by a Secret Society com- 
pofed of at leaft a million of adepts, all flocking to their 
inyfterious congrefs, what ferious reflections muft arife, 
and how important the confideration both to nations and 
their rulers ! 

V/hat inconceivable motive is it then that draws forth, 
thefe agents and deputies from all parts of the globe, fron^ 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, agents of men all 
bound by the oath of fecrecy, both as to the nature of their 
aflbeiation and the objeCl of their myfteries ? What in¬ 
tentions can aCluate, what plans are brought by thefe de¬ 
puties of fo formidable an aflbeiation fecrctly fpreading 
its ramifications around us, throughout town and coun¬ 
try, creeping into our habitations, and encompafling em¬ 
pires? What do they meditate, what are they going 
to combine either for or againft nations ? If they thus 
convene for the general good of humanity, and the wel¬ 
fare of nations, whence do they derive their right of deli¬ 
berating on our i cligion, morals, or governments ? Who 
has ejitrulled them with our intcrefts ? Who has fubjcCl- 


Chap. 15. 



HISTORICAL PART* 


ed the v/orld to their decrecJs and their pretended wlfdom ? 
Who has told them that we wifh to ai^, to think, or to be 
governed accorJing^to their decifion? and fubterraneous 
machinations; or in their language according to their 
indidjlrious andfecret influence. 

Should their plans be confpiracieSjarifing in a wifti to 
change the nature of our worfliip and of our laws, infi- 
dious Brethren, perfidious citizens, by what right do you 
pretend to live among us as children of the fame fociety, 
or fubje6l to the fame magiftrates ? 

But fliould it neither be for nor againft nations, fliould 
their only obje^ be to draw more clofe the bonds of their 
fraternity, to propagate their benevolence, and their gene-- 
ral love of mankind, then will I anfwer, Amufe the popu¬ 
lace with fuch bubbles, ad Pcptdum Phaleras f What! 
you that live on the banks of the Thames or of the Ta¬ 
gus, in the plains watered by the Tiber or Viftula, are you 
to emigrate to the Rhine or to the Elbe, there in the dark 
abodes oflViafonry to coalefce and deliberate with men 
whom you have never before feen nor will ever meet 
again ? There is great occafion for you to go there to 
learn how to love and fuccor thofe with whom you daily 
cohabit! The Engliflinian, the Rufnan, or the Ameri¬ 
can, is to go and bury himfelf in a German Lodge to 
learn how to be charitable at home !—The voice of na¬ 
ture and of the Gofpel then is only to be heard within 
the fecret recefies of Mafonry? Or are we to be told, 
that men have braved the dangers of the Ocean and crofs- 
ed whole empires to aflift at a fraternal banquet, there to 
drink a toaft given in a %ig--zag or a fquare\ or perhaps 
to chant fome hymns facied to innocent Equality; and 
that for thefe harmlefs amufements they fhould have cho- 
f-n a den only worthy of the deepeft confpirators ! Let 
them find other pretences, or not wonder of being fufpeft- 
ed of confpiring. Such language every citizen, every 
magiftrate, every fovereign, was entitled to hold to thef© 
deputies flocking to Willemfbadcn. Happy would it 
have been for Mafonry had fuch language been held; for 
it.might have faved the Brethren the eternal fhame ofhav- 
iiig become the vile Inftruments and accomplices of Wei- 
fhaupt. 

Had any religious body, had even the Bifhops of the 
church, held a general meeting, the civil power, without 
doubt, would have ufed its right of fending its commiffar-^ 
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rfes to fiKrh a meeting, and they would have been inftru£l:-i 
ed to wiJtch, left under pretence of debating onccclefias- 
tical afFairs, the right of the ftate fhould be infringed.—^ 
But all governments permitted the mafoiis peaceably to 
proceed to the congrefs of Willemfbaden. The brethren 
even had paflTports from the civil powers. For more than 
fix months did thefe deputies deliberate in their immenfe 
I^dge, without any fovereign harboring the leaft fufpi- 
cion as to his own fafety, or that of his people. They 
all relied on thofc princes who were themfelves initiated 
in the myfteries of Rdafonry ; they were in all probability 
ignorant that Brethren of that rank are but partially ad--- 
7 nittcd to the fecrets of the SeSl \ nor were they aware> 
that great names are only cloaks under which fecret (oci-r 
eties often confpire againft their very prote< 5 tors. They 
had not conceived, that the only mea'ns of efcaping the 
vengeance of fuch focieties was to tolerate none, 
not even thofe that are known to be innocent; for the 
Coiirpirator^ ever watchful, can have no more favorable 
opportunity of afluming the garb of innocence, than in 
thefe fecret recelTes, where (boner oif later Ire will find 
means of involving the undefigning members in his crimi-' 
nal plots. 

Sovereigns were equally ignorant of the ftate in which 
Mafonry was at the time of the too famous meeting of 
Willemfbaden; had they but known it, theutmoft feve- 
rity might have become a duty on them. To judge by 
the writings of the Se0, it never had been lefs difpofed 
to a reform, which fome it would feein wifhed to promote, 
and which Sir Andrew Michael Ramfay, a Scotch Baro¬ 
net, had attempted to bring about forty years before; nor 
is it clear that the reform he had attempted was fa¬ 
vorable to religion. In order 'to unite the efforts of the 
Brethren towards fome ufeful object, he had conceived 
the plan of an Encyclopedia, which was to have been 
executed by all the learned Mafons of the world."* If the 
pofthumoiis works attributed to Ramfay are really his 
(fuch as The Philofophical Principles of Natural Pe!i~ 
gion and of Pevelation^ printed under his name in I749> 
fix years after his death) I could not venture to fay, that 
he had not forgotten the greater part of thofe leffons which 
he had received from Fentlon, or that the Mafonic 


? Sec D^r gezogene vorhaog der Fcey Maurery, P* 
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cyclopaedia would have been a better work than that ex¬ 
ecuted by the Sophifters D’Alembert and Diderot5 nei^ 
ther would I vouch that any reform was intended at that 
time in the ancient myfteries of the Lodges, other than 
the introdu£lion of many antichriftian errors, together 
with thofe of the Mecempfichofis, But, whatever may 
have been the reform projected by Ramfay, every thing 
denoted that that’ which the Brethren were about to accom- 
plifh at Wilhemfbaden would be no other than the cont 
fumniation of the myfteries or plots of the Roficrucians, 

(See Note at the end of the Chapter). In reality, thefe 
myfteries as well as thofe of the Scotch Knights had on¬ 
ly been new modelled, the better to meet the wiflies of the 
Sophifters, and of the Impoftors of the age. In France 
alone, under the fucceftive protection of the Princes of 
Clermont, of Conti, and of the Duke of Orleans, all 
Grand Mafters of the Order, the Clermontou Brethren^ 
the African Brethren^ the Knights of the EagUy the 
depty the Sublime Philofophery were fo many national in¬ 
ventions added to Mafonry; and'all thefe degrees were 
fteps towards our Revolution. In Germany we fee 
fa combining all thefe French inventions with the ancient 
Scotch myfteries; the Baron Hand and Shubard fubdi- 
Viding Mafonry into the Stri^ Qbfervance and the Lax 
Obfervance, Under the name of femplar MafonSy it dai¬ 
ly beheld new degrees invented, more and more threatenr 
ing to Kings and Pontiffs, who had fuppreffed the Tem^ 
plars. There alfo appeared the Phyfician Zinnendorf 
and with him were introduced the modern Rof crucians 
from Sweden, and their new myfteries of the Cabal-^ 
while the impoftor Jaeger was propagating his at Ratis- 
bon. 

There was not one of thefe new mafonic SeCls that 
did not revive fome ancient fyftem of impiety or rebellion. 

3ut the worft of the whole clan was a fort of Illuminees 
calling themfelves Theofophsy whom I find continually 
confounded by fome people with thofe of Weifhaupt.—? 

They are certainly no better; but they are a different 
Sect. The neceffity under which I lie to diftinguifli them, 
left the hiftorian fliQuld be milled, obliges me to trace 
them to their origin, and to give a fhort account of ^heir 
myfteries. 

All the Theofophical Illuminces of this age in England, The 
France, Sweden, or Germany, have drawn their princi^ The9f^? 



82 

] hral II- 
K.nrnees, 
r? Swe- 
denhorgi- 
an Mafons 



ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 

pies from the Baron Emmanuel Swedenborg, This name, 
to Ture, does not leem to denote the founder of a Se6f, 
Swedenborg became one, perhaps, without dreaming of 
, any fuch thing, and through one of thofe extraordinary, 
incidents which Providence in an age of impiety permits 
to humble the pride of our Sophifters. He was fon of the 
Lutheran Bilbop of Skara, and was born at Upfal in 
1688. After having paffed the greater part of his life in 
the moft incongruous purfuits, as a Poet, a Philofopher, 
a Meraphyfician, a Mineralogift, a Sailor, a Divine, and 
an Aftroiioiner, he was attacked by one of thofe violent 
fevers which leave the organs of the human frame in a 
very deranged His meditations or rather reve¬ 

ries, took tile form of thofe fpeculations to which he had 
formerly been addidfed, on the Infinite, the Creation, the 
Spirit, Matter, God, and Nature. All on a fudden he 
thought himfelf infpired, and fent by God to reveal new 
truths. The following is the account he gives of his 
apoftlefhip. 

“ I was one day dining very late at my hotel in Lon- 
don, and I ate with great appetite^ when at the end of 
my repad' I perceived a fort of fog which obftrucled my 
« viv^w, and iny floor was covered with hideous reptiles. 
They difappeared, the darknefs v/as difperfed, and I 
plainly faw, in the inidfi: of a bright light, a man fitting 
in the corner of my room, who faid in a terrible voice, . 
Do not eatp much. At thefe words my fight was be- 
dimmed.; but I regained it little by little, and then 
« found that I was alone. The next night, the fame man, 
refpleiident with light,ftood before me, and faid: I am 
“ the Lord^ Creator,^ and Redeemery I have chofen you 
“ to explain to men the interior and fpirituai feiife of 
the Jacred Scriptures, I will dictate what you foall 
“ write. This time I was not affrighted; and the light, 
though very vivid, did not affedt my fight. The Lord 
was clotlied in purple, and the vifion continued for a 
quarter of an hour. This very night the eyes of my 
interior were opened and enabled to fee into heaven, 
into the world of ipirits, into hell, in which places I 


* r do not fee that any of his adepts have mentioned this 
illnefs; but indeed I am not furprized at it. I quote it on the 
amhority of a Phyfician, who learned it from feveral other 
Phyficians of London., 
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found many of my acquaintances, fome who had been 
long fince dead, others only a ftort time/’'* ^ 

, This vifion would appear more worthy of a man^^ 
whom one might fay in a lefs terrible voice, Do not eatfi 
muchy but rather, irnieed, Do 72 ot drink fo inuch, Swe\ 
denborg declares it to have been in the year 1745. He 
lived till 1772? perpetually writing new volumes of his 
revelations, travelling every year from England to Swe¬ 
den, and daily from earth to heaven or to hell. It requires 
exceeding great patience to wade through all thefe works; 
and when one has ftudied them, it is difficult to form an 
idea of their author. In this Theofophical llluminee fome 
wdll behold a man in a conftant delirium; others will trace 
the Sophifter and Infidel; while others again will take 
him for an impofter and hypocrite. Is it the madman, 
the vifionary madman in the regions of Folly, that is 
fought? Let the reader follow him in his frequentjour- 
nies to the world of fpirits, or let him have the patience 
to hear him tell what he has feen. On one fide he fhews 
us a paradife perfe<!Ily correlponding with the earth, and 
the angels doing every thing in the other world that men 
do in this. On the other, he defcribes heaven and its 
plains, its forefts, its rivers, its towns, and its provinces; 
he then proceeds to the fchools for infant angels; to the 
univerfities for the learned angels; to fairs for the com¬ 
mercial angels, and particularly for the Engllfh and Dutch 
angels. 'I'he Ipirits are male and female; they marry, 
and Swedenborg was prefent at -a marriage. This mar¬ 
riage is celeflial; but,” fays he, we are not to infer 
« that the celeftial couples ace unacquainted with vohip- 
tuoiifnefs. . . ■. The propenfity to unite, imprinted 
by the Creator, exifts in the fpiritual bodies^ as it docs 
in the material bodies. The angels of both fexes are 
always in the moft peifeiSl ftate of beauty, youth, and 
“ vigor. They enjoy therefore the utmoft voiuptuoufi.v^fs 
of conjugal love, and that to a much greater degree than 
it is pofiible for mortals.”! 

From this delirium let us [iroceecl to the impofior_ 

The whole life and writings of Swedenborg depoleagainfi: 
him. To begin with his writings, it is always ( 5 od or 

* See the Preface to the Abridgement of Swederiborg’s Works. 

t Swedenborg on the celefiiai Jerufalem—of the fplriuial 
world—of the Ehgiifh—of the Dutch, &c.-^Art. Hcaveo. 
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an angel that fpeaks. Every thing that he tells us he has 
feen in heaven himfelf, and he is at liberty to go there as 
often as he pleafes. He has fpirits at his command; and 
they reveal to him the moft fecret tranfailions. The 
Princefs Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, fends to confult him 
why her brother the Prince of Prullia had died without 
anfwering a certain letter which (he had written to him* 
Swedenborg promifes to confult the deceafed; The fol¬ 
lowing day he returns, and addreffes himfelf as followsto 
the Queen; “ Your brother appear-ed to me lail night, 
and ordered me to inform you, that he had not anfwer* 
ed your letter becaufe he difapproved your conduct, be- 
caufe your imprudent politics and your ambition were 
the caufes of the effufion of blood, I command yoU 
therefore in his name to meddle no more in ftate af- 
‘‘ fairs, and particularly not any more to excite troubles 
to which you would fooner or later fall the vidlim/’—* 
The Queen was aftoniflied; Swedenborg told her things 
that fbe alone and the deceafed could know; and the re- 
putatyon of the prophet was much increafed. For' my* 
readers to form their judgment, it will be fufficient for 
them to know that the letter the Queen had written had 
been intercepted by two fenators, who profited of this 
occafion to give her the above leflbn through the medium 
of Swedenborg.^ % 

Take another trait of the Impoftor The Countefs 
of Mansfield is afraid of having to pay a fum of money a 
fecond time, the receipt being millaid at her huflband’s 
death. She confults Swedenborg, and in the name of the 
deceafed he comes to acquaint her where the receipt was 

to be found; He could very eafily give the information 
\ 

* See Mr. Rollig’s letter in the Monat Shrifft Ja- 

nuary, 1788. When the difciples of Swedenborg faw Mr. 
Roliig’s letier appear, they gave a new turn to the ftory. It 
was no longer the Queen quefiioning Swedenborg about the 
letter ; (he limply allied, Whether he kadfeen her brother ? Swe¬ 
denborg IS faid at the end of a week to return to the Queen, 
and tell her things that fhe believed herfelf to he alone conver- 
fant with, after the deceafe of the Prince. 1 his contrivance 
gives a whole week in place of a day to prepare the tiick, I 
now learn a third ; according to De Mainaud uc, the letter was 
fcarcely written when Swedenborg, without even feeing it, 
divines the objeef and di 61 ates the anfwer before hand. When 
th.s fcheme is exploded, it is to be hoped that the breihiett 
will invent another. 
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to be fare, for he had found the receipt in a book which 
had been returned him by the Count. It was the Queen 
Ulrica who gave this natural explanation of the fact; yet 
(he is neverthelefs quoted by the difciples as an authority 
to prove the miracle.^ Certainly we have (hown enough 
of the imppftor; but the important perfon for our cons¬ 
ideration is the Illuminizing law-giver, the Sophifter of 
Irrtpiety; and Swedenborg’s charafter partakes much 
more of this than is generally fuppofed. His manner 
V/ould lead us to think that his liypocrify was not inferior 
to his impiety. Never did any man Ipeak more of the 
love of God and of the love of his neighbor; neVer did 
any perfon more frequently quote the rrophets and the 
Scriptures; or affedf more refpeft for Chrift and more 
zeal for Chriftianity; never did any one better aflume 
the character and tone of a fincere, religious, and upright 
man: Neverthelefs, I muff fay, never did any man fhow 
more duplicity and impiety; never did any one conceal 
the moft refolute defign of annihilating Chriftianity and 
every Religion, under the mafk of zeal, more completely , 
than he did. Let all his followers proteft againft this as- 
fertion ; to expofe the tzvo fyjlems of their mafter will am*- 
ply fuffice to juftify the imputation. I fay two fyjlems^ 
becaufe as Swedenborg always had twofenfes-^ the one 
ternal and allegorical^ the other external or liUraly to 
explain and overthrow the Scriptures; fo he has alfo two 
fyJiemSy the one apparent for fools and dupes; the other 
lecret and hidden, and referved for the adepts; the one 
tending only in appearance to reform Chriftianity on the 
reveries of Deifm ; the other leading to all the Impiety of 
Atheifm, SpinofifmjFanaticifm, and Materialifm. 

I lament with my readers, that fuch is the nature of 
our revolutions, that to know and unfold their caufes it is 
neceflaryto ftudy manifold Se6ts, and wade through dis* 
gufting fyftems. Few people are aware of the multitude 
of Antichriftian, impious, and tenebrous fa£Iions that had 
overrun the earth to prepare the advent of our difafters. 

I myfelf for a long time defpifed thefe Theofophical IUh-- 
minees. But I found them at Wilhemfbaden; and the 
part they adled at firft in concurrence with Weilhaupt, 

* Preface to the Abridgment of Swedenborg's Works—the 
Edition of them by Pernetti—EfTay on the Illuminees written 
by Mirabeau, Note 8. 
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and afterward in union with him, obliged me to invefli- 
gate their Se 61 :i and my reader mull: have a (hort and pre- 
cife idea of each of their two fyftems. The firft, which 
I call apparent^ 'is compiled for men who ftill wifh to 
preferve the words God, Religion, Spirit, Heaven, and 
Hell; but who, fwerving from Chriftianity, are aban¬ 
doned by the Almighty to all the abfurdities and follies 
of Anthropomorphijnu F or fuch perfons S wedenborg has 
invented tzuo worl^isy the one invifible andfpiritual^ the 
other vijible and natural. Each of thefe worlds has the 
form of a ?nan ; together they compound the univerfe, 
which has alfo the of a man. 

The fpiritual world comprehendsj the World 
of Spirits^ and Hell, TJ:iis Heaven, World of Spirits, 
and Hell, are formed to the Image of Man^ that is to fay 
of God himfelf. 

For God is alfo man\ indeed it is only the Lord or God, 
that can be properly called man, —This God man is un* 
created^ infinite^ prefent every where by his hwnanity^ 
Though God and Man at the fame time, he is but of one 
nature, one efience, and particularly but one in perfon ,—. 
It is true, there is a God the Father, a God the Son, and 
a God the Holy Ghod:, but Jtfus ChriH: alone is the Fa¬ 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, according as he man- 
ifcils himfelf by the creation, redempti on,or fandifica- 
tion; and the Truiity of perfons in God^ according to 
Swedenborg, is an impiety which has produced many 
others. 

This doftrine ap^ninfl: the Trinity is one of thofe arti¬ 
cles to which the Sophifter and his difciples mofl fre¬ 
quently advert, and particularly infift upon, even in their 
Gatcchifnis for children. 

'Fhough we are to believe the exiftcnce of but one na¬ 
ture and of one perfon in this God-Man,^ Fathc)\ Son^ 
and Holy Ghoft,^ yet in each man we are to conceive two 
ciidindt men; the one fpiritual and interior^ the 
exterior and natural, 'i'he Manfpirit or interior,, has 
a heart,^ /^^’/.and hi 7 ?ids^ and all the diderent parts 

of the human frame, which belong to the vifible and ex^ 
tcrior niau/'^'* 

Every thing that is faid here of this fyflem is exirafled 
cither from ihe Woiks of Swedenboigi which i have in my 
liOlTc/iion; fiich as-liis DUlrinc of the Nc^jj ferufakm^bis Spi- 
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There arc alfo three diftin^l things in every man, the 
hody^ the foul^ and the fpirlt* We are all acquainted with 
the body, and Swedenborg makes no change in it5 but 
hhfpirit is that interior man^ who has a hearty lungSy 
and a fpiritual body entirely modelled on the natural bo¬ 
dy. But the/i«/, that is the man himfelf, children receive 
from their father i the body is the envelope and is of the 
mother* 

Notwithftanding this body, this fpirit, and this (onX^eve^ 
ry thing that man thinks or that he wills is infufed into 
him thYough the influence of Heaven or of Hell* He im- 
agines that his thoughts are actually his own, and his 
volition ill himfelf and from hinifelt, while ncverthelefs 
the whole is infufed into him. If he believed the real 
fatSl, he w'ould not then appropriate evil actions to him- 
“ felf, for he would reject them from himfelf to Hell, 
whence they come. Neither would he appropriate to 
himfelf good actions, and for that reafon would pretend 
to no merit from them. He would be happy; he would 
“ fee according to the Lord, the Good and the Evil 
or, in other words, he will find that he is mafter neither 
of his thoughts nor aHions; that he, is deprived of free- 
agency, and that he can neither merit nor demerit. 

This poor being who fo grofsly miflakes-himfelf when 
he believes himfelf to be thinking or atSting of himfelf, 
has alfo fallen into a multitude of other religious errors, 
becaufe he does not rightly underftand the facred ferip- 
tures; In the Books of Revelation every thing is allego^ 
rical^ every thing has two fenfes, the one celejiial^ fpirit-- 
ual^ interior \ natural^ exterior^ literal, 'It is 

from not having underftood the fpiritual and celeftial 
fenfe that Chriftians have believed in the Son of God 
made Man, and in his death on the Crofs for the Re¬ 
demption of mankind. Swedenborg, one day prefent in 
Heaven at a great council, heard and repeats thefe words 
of an angel, who was a great divine: How is it polTiblc 
that the Chriftian world can abjure found reafon, and 
rave to fuch a degree as to eftablifh the fundamental 

ritual JVorld, his Apocalypfe Revealed; cr from divers abridg¬ 
ments of his Works io French and Englilh, made by his difei- 
pies. 

• 

' ^ Exti 3(51 from the New Jerufalem and from the Aicanap 
^ri* Influence, No. ^77. 
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« principles of their belief on paradoxes of fuch a nature, 
which evidently militate againft the divine effence, the 
divine love, the divine wifdom, the omnipotence, and 
the univeral prefence of God ? What he is fuppofed 
to have done, a good mafter would not have done againft 
his fervants, nor even a wild beaft againft its young P** 
The fame angel told him many other things, which over¬ 
turn all the remaining articles of the Chriftian belief.— 
One point in particular he aflerts, which muftgive plea- 
fure to the wicked, when he teaches them to fcofFat Hell, 
particularly when he fays, that it is contrary to the di^ 
vine ejfence to deprive a fingle man of his mercy \ that the 
whole of thofe doctrines are contrary to the divine na^ 
ture^ which the Chr iftian world does not feem to be aware 

Another part of the do( 5 lrine which inufl: be alfo very 
acceptable to the wicked, is the ftate with which Swe¬ 
denborg flatters them in the other world, and the time he 
gives them after death to gain Heaven. According to 
his new Gofpel, the inftant that man believes to be that 
of his death, is the moment of his refurreftion; and no 
other refurretSlion is allowed of. At that very inftant he 
appears in theJpiritual world under the hu?nan form^ ex** 
attly as if he was in this world; under this form he be-* 
comes an angel, and no other angels exift but thofe who 
become fo at their departure from this world. All thefe 
angels inhabit the world of fpirits, and are received there 
by other angels, who inftrucS: them in the fpiritualfenfe 
of the Scriptures, They are allowed till the age of thirty 
to learn this fenje^ and to repent in the world of fpirits.—f 
But left we fhould revert to the delirious Illumince, let 
us haften to that part of his doftrines which conftitutes 
the grand hopes of his difciples on earth. After having 
expounded all the myfteries of Chriftianity according to 
his fpiritual and allegorical fenfe, that is to fay, after hav-» 
ing fubftituted his dodlrines to thofe of the Gofpel, Swe¬ 
denborg informs them, that the day willcome when the 
whole of his dodlrine fhall be received in this world.—« 
His New happy day will be that on which the A^ew Jerufa^ 

Jerufakra. re-eftablifhed on earth, This New Jeru- 

falem will be the reign of the new church, of Jefus Chrift 

* See Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art* Redemptiok# 
t Ibid* 



HISTORICAL PART. 

l^Igning alone over the earthy as he formerly did over our 
forefathers before the deluge. It Avill be the golden age 
of true Chriftianity; and then the revolution foretold by 
Swedenborg will be accompliftied with his prophecies. 

Such is that which I have denominated the apparent 
fyjlem of the Baron de Swedenborg, My readers may 
eafily obferve, that fuch tools in the hands of the adepts 
muft fuffice to eradicate true Chriftianity from the minds 
of their dupes, and to make their I^ew Jerufalem a plea 
for thofe revolutions which, in order to recall ancient 
times, are, in the name of God and of his prophet, to. 
overthrow all the altars and thrones exifting under the 
prefent Jerufalem, that is to fay, under the prefeat church? 
es and governmentSa 

Frqm the midft of this chaos of delirium, and thefe 
prophecies of rebellion, let us bring forth that other fys- His hid- 
tem, which appears to have been referved to the profound den fys- 
adepts, It is that of Materialifm and of the pureft A the-; 
ifm. This fyftem is occult in Swedenborg’s works, but 
it is wholly contained in them, Here we fhould no. long¬ 
er have to deal with the prophet in delirium, but with the 
moH artful Sophifter, were I not aware that luch hypo- 
Crify is not entirely incompatible with a dilbrdered mind. 

I will explain: it fometimes happens, that the minds of 
tnen will rave on certain queftions, though perfectly fen- 
fible and reafonable on others. There are alfo madmen 
who will conftantly purfue their object j their principles 
may be extravagant, but they never lofe fight of their eon? 
fequences, They will even rcafon on them, and com¬ 
bine them with all the art of the mqft fubtle Sophifter.— 

I think it is in this clafs that Swedenborg is to be rank¬ 
ed; I believe it, becaufe not only his writings, but many 
fcircumftances in hjs life, ferve to confirm the conjedlure. 

For example: at Stockholm, after having made a general 
officer (who came to pay him a vjfit from Mr. Euler, the 
prince of Orange’s librarian) wait in his aiitichamber for 
a confiderable time, he at length came to him and made his 
excufes, by frying. Indeed, General, juft at that moment 
St. Peter and St. Paul were with me; and you eafily ap¬ 
prehend, that when one receives fuch yilitors one is in no 
hurry to difmifs them.—My readers muft as eafily con¬ 
ceive the opinion the General formed of the Baron, and 
the account he gave of him to Euler, 

* M 
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At another time, on a journey from Stockholm to Ber¬ 
lin, one of his companions, awakened by a noife which 
Svvedendorg was making, and thinking he was ill, went 
into his room. He there found him in bed, faft afleep, 
very much agitated, and in agreat heat, repeating in a loud 
voice the queftions and anfwers of a converfation which 
be dreamt he was holding with the Virgin Mary. The' 
next day his fellow-traveller alked the Baron how he had 
flept the night before; he anfwered, I had yefterday 
afked a favor of the Virgin Mary in the moll prelling 
manner; file paid me a vifit this night, and I had along 
converfation with her.’’ 

The fii ft of thefe facfts will be vouched for by Mr, 
Euler; and with refpe< 5 l to the fecond 1 think it is as 
founded. 

We will now Ihow how thefe anecdotes are blended 
with thehiftory of a SecSl that has powerfully contributed 
towards our Revolution. 

Swedenborg, anterior to the derangement of his mind, 
had formed a fyllem leading to Materialifm; and this con-^ 
tinued deeply rooted in his mind after his illnefs. He 
then added his male and female fpirits,, and fome extra.-, 
vagances of the fame nature. With refpecSl to the re¬ 
mainder of his fyfrem, he follows up his principles in a 
coiifequent manner, and unfortunately the whole tends 
to Materialifm. Sophifters and infidels, no doubt, foou 
perceived that they could make a tool of this unfortunate 
man; they fet him up as a Prophet, and his reveries were 
oppofed to the truths of Chriftianity. Let us for a mo¬ 
ment attend to his moft zealous and artful apoftles. It 
is thus that they fpeakof his firft works, in order to cap¬ 
tivate the reader’s mind in favor of his fubfequent wri-^ 
tings. “ According to the difeoveries made by the Baron 
de Swedenborg, every human body confills of feveral 
“ orders, of forms diftiiidt among themfelves, according to 
the apparent degree of purity refpe< 5 lively belonging to 
“ each; that is to fay, in the inferior degree is to be found 
the bafis or receptacle of the fecond degree, which is 
“ more pure and more interior than the firfl. In the 
fame manner, the fecond ferves as the bafis or recepta-, 
cle for the third, which is more elevated, and is the 
purefl and moft interior of the three. It is in the latter 
that refides the human fpirits^ zuhich is an organized 
/c?; /// JVnima, correfponding %vith tht corporal fpiyit. 


( 
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** Afimus, and vivifying it, while it derives its own life 
dircftly from the Spiritual world.”* 

After having feen this famous difcovery of the mafter, 
and on Which the difciples lay fo.much ftrefs, let us in¬ 
quire what are the true fignifications of, or real exprefs- 
ions appropriate to this human fpirit or organized form^ 
which Swedenborg calls the^w/; or to this corporal fpi¬ 
rit denominated animus. This foul and this fpirit will 
be found to be no other than organized matter, one of 
thofe bodies which is called the germ^ and which are as 
much matter,both in the animal or vegetable reign, as the 
bo^, tbe branch, or the fruits they produce. It is eafy 
then to conceive what Swedenborg means by form or fou\ 
ot by that fpirit which has lungs, feet, and all thedifFer- 
ent parts of the human body. I'he foul is organized mat¬ 
tery and the fpirit is living jiiatter. Terms may be chang¬ 
ed, but in fact nothing is to be found but matter, and a 
monfter of hypocrily, who, after the example of the foul, 
will reduce his God to matter alfo. To prove this alTer- 
tion, let the following propofition be noticed —God is Hfe^ 
hecaufe God is love—Love is his ejfence^ wifdom his ex* 
ijlence—The heat of the fpiritual Sun is love^ its light is 
wifdom'\ What a deal of twilling and turning to fay, 
that God is no more than the heat and light of a Sun fup- 
pofed to be fpiritual}, for if God is love and wifdo7Ji^^.v\d 
that this love and wifdom are only the heat and light of 
this Sun, is it ncft evident'that God is nothing more than 
the heat and light of that Sun. When, therefore, the 
reader fhall, in Sv/edenborg’s works, meet with exprefs- 
ions fiich as thefe, God is UJe^becaufe God is love^ and he 
alone is life^^ he will naturally fubilitute God is life he- 
caufe he is heat\ he alone is life becaufe life is only fup- 
ported by heaty and he will have S wedenborg'^s real mean¬ 
ing. This might ftiil leave fome idea of a fpiritiiality, if 
this Sun, whofe light and heat are God, was really fpi¬ 
ritual j but for the folution of this queftion let us again 
appeal to Swedenborg, and we fliall find that tht fpiritual 
fun is nothing more than at7?iofpheres^ receptacles of fre 
d7id of lights the extre7nity of which pt'oduces the natural 

* Dialogues on the nature, the object, and evidence of Swe¬ 
denborg's theological writings, J.ondon 1790, page 34 and 25. 
——Alfo the Animal Reign, and the Economy of the Animal 
lleign, by Swedenborg. 

* See the Abridgment of Swedenborg, Art, God. 
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fufi. This alfo has its aMofpheres^which have produced, 
by three degrees materialfubjlances ,— Thefe fa?ne atmos'^ 
pheres of the natural fun, decreaftng in abiknty and in ex* 
panficn^ ultimately form majfes whofe parts are brought 
together by the prejfion of weighty fubjiances that are fix* 
ed and at rejl^ and which we coll matter,’^ In dearer 
and more intelligible language^ here will be the Deity 
and its generations according to Swedenborg. In the 
firft place, a Sun, fuppofed Ipiritual, forms itfelf in the 
higher regions of the moft ardent and luminous fire : the 
heat and light of this fire is God. This God, in this ftate, 
as well as this Sun, is nothing more than matter in a ftate 
of expanfion, agitation, fire, ^nd incandefcence. As long 
as matter remains in thefe burning regions, Swedenborg 
does not chufe to call it matter, but the fpiritualfun ,— 
Particles lefs fubtle, or not fo much heated, are carried 
to the extremity of thefe regions* There they clufter to¬ 
gether, and the 7iaturalfun is formed. I'hey are not 
matter as yet 5 but the grofler particles of this fecond fun 
unite together at the extremity of its atmofpheres; there 
they clump together,cool, thicken, and form heavy mafles^ 
and at length acquire the appellation of matter. Thefe 
particles are no longer Godj or the fpiritual fun, becaufe 
they are no longer in a ftate of fife. What then is this 
God of Swedenborg, if it is not fire, or all matter in a ftate 
of fire, ceafing only to be God, when it ceafes to be burn¬ 
ing and luminous ? And what abominable hypocrify is 
this, where, under the cloak of thus changing the terms> 
the moft downright materialifm is preached ? 

Let my reader form what opinion he pleafes as to the 
man who has broached fuch impious abfurdities ; he muft 
never forget that there exift men always ready to adopt 
the moll extravagant errors. Some becaufe they are un¬ 
able to diftinguiih a fophifm, others again becaufe their 
impiety leads them to rejoice at every new blafphemy.— 
Swedenborg has met with difciples of both thefe deferip* 
tions j and hence arofe two diftincl Seels, the one public, 
the other occult. The firft comprehends thofe men fo 
eafily impofed upon by hypocrify, and by their own cre- 
dulit*/; they had called themfclves Chrifiians and ado- 
led Jefus Chrifti but when Swedenborg had called his 
God heat and light y or his fpiritual fun by the name of 


Ibid. Creation. 
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J^efus Chrift, they ftill continued to think themfelves the 
followers of Chrill, though they were only the Spe61:a- 
tors of Swedenborg’s reveries. He evidently is the de¬ 
clared enemy of the principal myfteries of revelation, par¬ 
ticularly of the Trinity, and of the Redemi>tion of man¬ 
kind by the Son of God dying on a crofs for the falvation 
of finners; he neverthelefs talks a great deal about reve¬ 
lation 5 he aiTumes a devout tone, and with his allegorical 
and fpirkual fenfe would appear rather to reform than to 
deftroy all> and his followers do not perceive that with 
his allegorical fenfe he is only repeating the arguments of 
the Sophifters againfl: revealed religion, in order to re¬ 
new all the follies and impieties of the Perfians, Magi, 
and Materiaiifts,* They tell thefe poor people of his 
miraculous vifions, of his prophecies, and of his difcour- 
fing with the angels and fpiritsj they are ignorant of the 
firft principles of criticifm, and believe in all thefe mar¬ 
vellous ftories of Sv/edenborg, jufl; as childfeii do in the 
hiftory of Raw-head-and-bloody-bones told them by an 
old nurfe. 

The new ^crufakmin particular has gained over ma¬ 
ny profelytes to Swedenborg. I obferve in one of the 
molt famous abridgments of his works, that, fo early as 
the year 1788, the fingle tovm of Manchejier contained 
SEVEN THOUSAND of thefe illuminized ferufalemites^ 
andthat there were about twent v thousand in Eng^ 
'land»\ Manyof thefe beatified beings may be very well in- 
tentioned; but with this new Jerufalem they daily expecSl 
that great revolution which is to fweep from the earth 
every prince and every king, that the God of Sweden¬ 
borg may reign uncontroled over the whole globe-l: And 
that revolution, which they faw btirfting forth in France, 
was nothing more in their eyes than the fire that was to 
purify the earth to prepare the way for their Jerufalem. 

* Some readers, I know, will be furprifed to fee me charge 
With materialrfni a man who talks fo much of the fpirit, foul, 
God, and religion. But I muft requeft them to weigh the proofs 
adduced before they decide againfi: me. Had I been writing 
nother fort of work I might have prolonged the difcuffion; but 
1 think I have faid fufficient to prove, that Swedenborg never 
acknowledged any other fpirit but matter, or the elementary’ 
fire. 

f Ibid. Preface to a note. Page Ixvlii. 

X See hig Apocalypfe P^.evca!ed, 
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Should they ftill remain in the* dark as to the menacing 
tendency of fuch doftrines for every ftate, let them learn 
it from the revolutionary Sophifters. They have public¬ 
ly declared the hopes they have conceived of thofe Se^s 
that are fpringing up on all fidesz particularly in the 
noi'th of Europe (Sweden) and in America, They even 
in plain terms exprefs their expedations grounded on 
the great number of Sivedenborg^s f Stators and co?nnien-~ 
tatorsA^ 

And indeed if we do but Caft our eyes on thofe that are 
moil admired by the • Se61, we fllall find all the grand 
pi inciples of the revolutionary Equality and Liberty, and 
thofe Jacobinical declamations againft the Great, the No¬ 
ble, and the Rich, and againft all governments. We fhall 
find, for example, that their Religion^ or their new Jeru- 
falem, cannot be welcomed by the Grcat^ becaufc the Great 
are horn tra)>fgrejfors of its firji precept. Neither can it 
be approved by the Nobles, becaiife tuhen mortals afpi^ 
red at nobility^ they became proud and zvicked. Still iefs 
can it be admired by thofe who do not delight in the 
confufion of ranks, becaufe the pride of ranks produced 
inhumanity and even ferocity ; and even long before the 
revolution we ftiall fee the adepts inculcating that grand 
principle of anarchy and revolution, that the law is the 
exprejfion of the general w/Y^and thus preparing the peo¬ 
ple to difregard every law that had been made heretofore, 
cither by their fovereigns, their parliaments, or their fe- 
nates; encouraging them to found the alarm, to over¬ 
throw them all, and to fubftitute the decrees and capri¬ 
cious conceits of the populace in their ftead. 

But all this revolutionary concatenation as yet only 
chara(5ferires the dupes of tj^e Sccf of Illuminizing Jeru- 
falemites. Ti'he profound adepts had taken refuge in the 
dens of the Roftcrucian mafonry, Thofe were their na¬ 
tural afyiums, the greater part of the tenets perfectly co¬ 
inciding with thofe of the ancient Rofiertreians. After 
the example of their Dodfoi'S, Swedenborg tells us, that 
his doetrines are all of the higheft antiquity, and fimilar 
to thofe of the Egyptians, the Magi, and the Greeks j he 
even afferts them to be anterior to the d..hige. His new 
Jerufalem has alii) its Jehovah, its lojl zvord^ that has 

* Preface to the Phyf,cal Ohfervationsi anno 17901 by La 
Metlicns. 
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been at length revealed to Swedenborg. Should any per- 
fon be tempted to leek it elfewhere, he mull: go in queft 
of it among thofe clans where Chriftianity and political 
laws are not known.^ Swedenborg tells us, that it might 
be found in the north of China, and in Great Tartary^ 
that is to fay among that fpccies of men who have prefer- 
ved the mod of that Equality, Liberty, and Independence, 
which the learned Jacobins pretend to have been ante¬ 
rior to civil fociety, and which mod certainly is incom¬ 
patible with it. Here then it appears, that Swedenborg’s 
views coincide with thofe of the occult lodges, aiming at 
the overthrow of every religious and civil law, and at the 
downfall of every throne. His God beat and ligbt^ his 
God dre and fpiritual fun, his twofold world and two¬ 
fold man, are only modidcLitions of the God light and the 
twofold principle of Manes. The Roficrucians muft 
then have found in Swedenborg’s fyftems what they fo 
much admired in the Manichaeans. Their Magic, Evo¬ 
cations, Eonsy Cabal, &c, were to be traced in the male 
and female fpirits. In diort, what numberlefs adepts 
rnufi: not this new yertifalein^ or revolution, carrying man 
back to primitive Equality and ‘Liberty, have found in 
the occult'Lodges ? It was there indeed that Sweden¬ 
borg’s myfteries become connedted with thofe of the an¬ 
cient Brethren. Thefe new or compound adepts ftyled 
themfelves llliimtnees, Notwithftanding the Atheiftn 
and Materialifm of their maxfer, they, after his example, 
perpetually talked of God and of fpirits ; they even af- 
fe6ted to fpeak much of God, and people were perfuaded 
that they believed in a Deity^ hence they received the 
denomination of Theofophical Illu?ninees* Like the wri¬ 
tings of their founder, their hiftory is a mere labyrinth of 
impiety and impofture. It will fuffice for our readers, at 

. * Swedenborg’s expre/Tions are, De hoc vetu/fo quod 
ante verbuni Ifraeliticum in Alia fuerat, referre meretur hoc 
novum; quod ibi adhuc refervatuni fit, apud populos qui in 
Magna Tartaria habitant. I.ocutus fum cum fpiritibus et an- 
g.elis qui in mundo fpirituali inde erant, qui dixerunt quod 
pollideant verbuni,et quod id ab antiquis temporibus pofTede- 
tint—Qnaerite de eo in China et forte invenietis illud apud 
'fanaros. ( Apocalipfts Revslata^ Chap. j,No, ii,J Is not this 
a continuation of that fame plan, always holding out cations 
ponged in the moftfavage ignorance, and a perpetual prey to 
anarchy, Equality and Liberty, as the models to which y/e 
ought to look up^ 
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this peno<3, to know that their head-quarters was at A- 
vignon;* that they had a famous lodge at Lyons; that 
they were fpreading chiefly in Sweden, and w^ere making 
progrefs in Germany. I'hcir myfleries at that time had 
mingled v/lth thofe of the Martinifts; or it might be more 
corredt to lay^ that the Martinifts were only a reform of 
the Swedenborgians; and in France the appellations of 
Illumineeand Martiniil were iynonymous. In Germany 
they began to diftinguifh thcirtielves under the names of 
Peilaletes and Benevolent Knights* But whatever may 
have been their aflumed names, they moll certainly of 
all the modern Mafons were the neareft of kin to Wei- 
fhaupt. Syftcms and means may have differed fufliciently 
to excite jeidoufies; but on both Tides we find the fame 
determined wifh for a revolution as antifocial as it was 
ahti-religious. They were equally ardent in their defire 
of multiplying their adepts, by a general intrufion into* 
the Mafonic Lodges. Both Sedfs had their deputies at 
Willemfbaden, and 1 will deferibe their mutual contefts 
and fucceffes in the following Chapter, 

^ In a work under the ntle of The Red Lodge dtfeevered to 
Sovereigns i \ read, that “the Rite of the Theofophical Illumi- 

nees appears to have taken its origin at Edinburgh, where 
“ the Red Lodge was formed by a fcillion from the Blue Lodge }. 

rhat this Red Lodge {ot the Theofophical llluminees had 
“ immediately eftablithed a fubordioate Lodge at Avignon." 
(Bilge 9 and so .)—1 fhould have been very glad to have found 
proof of this origin, as at prefent it refts on the bare aflertion 
of the author. Be that as it may, however, the llluminees of 
Avignon are fufliciently well known in France. Ever fince the 
year 1783, that Lodge has been looked upon as the parent 
flock of all thofe that have flnee fpread over France with their 
abominable myfteries. 

And here ! think it right to fay, that this Red Lodge difeovr^ 
^redto Sovereigns is by no means the work that I mentioned in 
my fecond volume under the title of Depofitiom made hy Klei^ 
tier. The extradls made from this latter work, and which are 
in my poflefiion, give me realbn to think, tliat it contains de¬ 
tails of a very different nature. The author there fpeaks as an 
eye-witnefs ; and, among other things, gives the tradition cur-r 
rent in his Lodge, and with refpe^ to the lefl'ons rhat Wei- 
Ihaupt is fuppofed to have received from a certain Kolmer.-- 
'fhefe depofitioris would be a valuable document; and it is, 
perhaps, on that very account that the llluminees have deflroy- 
ed it. At leafl: I am obliged to fay, that, notwithflanding the 
numerous impiiries which I have nude, I have not been able 
to procuie it. 
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Note to Chap. IV. vide Page 8i. 

1 think it incumbent on me in this place to mention the 
fervations which I have heard, and theftridlures th^ I have re¬ 
ceived from divers Mafons, on what has been faid of their de¬ 
grees in the fecond volume of thefe Memoirs. According to 
fome of the Brethren, I have/aid a great deal too much; ac* 
cording to others, I have not Jaidenough. The reader will eafi- 
ly conceive, that the former confifts of thofe Brethren in whofe 
favor an exception has been made, as too honeft and upright to 
be admitted to the higher myfteries; and that the latter are 
men who, after having been admitted into the occult Lodges, 
blulh to think that they could ever have deferved fuch an ad- 
mllTion. Both are entitled to my thanks; I alfo owe them an 
anfwer; more particularly thofe German obfervers, who have 
been kind enough to fend me fome very important difcuflions 
on Mafonry, and whofe learning can only be equalled by their 
poliienefs. They are perfons of too accurate underftandings 
not to perceive that their negative teftimony muft naturally 
vanilh before the pofitive evidence of thofe who confefs the 
whole. A very ancient Mafon, fpeaking of a particular Lodge 
of which he had been a member, told me, “ He was perfectly 
aware, that fevera! Mafons, refpedable for the purity both 
of their religious and political principles, and of their gene- 
ral conduct, had often attended a certain Lodge; but that 
aifo knenjj <what precautions ^ere taken ^hen they nvere pre- 
fent; and further he could aflert, that the generality of the 
Brethren belonging to that Lodge had been the moft ardent 
promoters of the Revolution. Some of them had held high 
ftations in it, and one of them had become minifter.'' Thefe 
precautions taken are more than a fuflicient anfwer to thofe who 
have not feen any tiling improper, tho* admitted to the Lodges. 

In the fecond place, my German ubfervers, though they wifh 
tojuftify the inftitution and views of Free-mafonry, candidly 
confefs, that Mafonry has been corrupted for more than thefe 
three hundred years pajl ; and this is more than fufiicient to 
prove the intrigues to which it has been fubfervieni. 

The priocipal objeflion made by thefe gentlemen is, that I 
have confounded Free-mafonry, which has but three degrees, 
with the new and ancient Roficrucians, and other degrees of 
modern creation. My anfwer is, that if ali, Mafons are not 
Roficrucians^ AI.L Roftcrucians are Mafons; that I have made 
the proper exceptions for the firft three degrees; but that will 
not hinder thefe firft degrees from being, as they really have 
been for this long time, a noviciate for the Roficrucian de¬ 
grees. I will not difpute upon terms; let any perfon give me 
a name by which I may call this body of /Ipprejttices, Fello^jj^ 
eraftsy Mafters^ and Roficruciansy and I will with pleafure ad¬ 
mit it; but till that be done 1 muft fpeak fuch a language as 
my readers can underftand. In fhort, I know that Mafonry 
tormsrly exifted without Roficrucians; but I fhould be glad XQ 

N 
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fee It proved, that thofe occult myfteries now removed to totf 
Uoficrucian degrees did not belong to the firfl three degrees* 
1 think 1 could prove that they did; ?nd the inference would 
be, that Mafonry at no time could have been free from thofe 
dangerous myfteries or real plots. At prefent it fuffices for my 
obje(ft, to have proved what the Mafonry of the prelent day is; 
f and that is nioft certainly derhonftrated by the very nature and 
the authentic documents of its higher degrees. To the proofs 
already adduced I am now enabled to add (if I chofe it) memo¬ 
rials, letters, and formal declarations of repenting Mafons, 
certainly not men whofe teftimony could bequeftioned. One 
of thefe is a worthy niagiftrare, who, admitted a Free-mafon 
wboiit the year i7Gr, had pafted a great part of his life in the 
dark rectli'es of Mafonry. The other is a military man, at pre¬ 
fent as zealous for his religion as he formerly was for the mys¬ 
teries of Mafonry. Tliefirft declares, that what I have faid of 
Mafonry is true, but that I have not faid a/A The latter writes 
me word, that I have foftened than exaggerated the oc¬ 
cult degrees. In fa(ft, the former gives me a clearer infight into 
the three Rnficrtccian degrees; the firft is entirely Chriflian^ 
the fecond is denominated the FounderSy or the Cabal; the 
third is that of the Natural religion. The particular obje«ft of 
this third degree was, ift, to avenge the Templars ; adly, to 
feize on the ifland of Malta, and to make it the firjl feat of na^ 
tural religion. He told n>e indeed things fearcely to be credit¬ 
ed. For example, and thefe are his words, That about the 
“ end of the year 177.^, or in the courfe of 1774, the Lodge of 
which he was Mafter received a letter from the Grand Orient^ 
purporting to be a copy of a letter which it had received 
“ from the King of Pruffia. It was only to be communicated 
to the Knights of Palefinet the Knight's Kadojlo, and the 
“ Scotch Direhory, This letter was tranfmitied to us by the 
*• corrtfponding Lodge; and though it had already been read 
in feveral Lodges, it only contained three fignamres. It ex- 
horted us, in order to fulfil the oath ^ehad t'akeny to fign an 
obligation to march at the firft requifirion, and to contribute 
“ both by our perfons and onr nim'alandplrsjicalponsoersy to the 
conqueft of the ifland of Malta, and of all the former pofles- 
“ fions, fituated in the two hemifpheres, which had formerly 
• belonged to the aoicefors of the Mafonic Order, The objeft 
of our eJiabliJJmient at Malta autfr the pojfibility of converting 
“ that iftand hito the feat of ?tatural religion,^' I obje< 51 ed to the 
author of this memorial, that if I wrote this account nobody 
would believe me. Let people believe or not, as they pleafe, he 
anfwered, I bothfea<vJ(a?id received the letter; my Lodge, how¬ 
ever, refnfed to fign/it ;—1 alfo fay, let it be believed or not, I 
have the memorial and can aiteft, that the author is a man much 
and defervedly efteemed by all who know him. 

The fecond Obferver, who is alfo a repenting Mafon, in¬ 
forms me, I ft, That in the hypoihefis I had advanced on the 
origin of Mafonry, I had only copied one of the Mafonic Tra¬ 
ditions, which taught that Manes w'as the real foimder of Ma- 
fonry. adly, That ‘‘ ia the Lodges of the Knightsaf- 
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ter all the oaths, ceremonies, and trials, more or lefs terri- 
ble, wicked and impious, three Manikins are fhown to the 
Candidate, reprefenting Clement V. Philippe Le BeU and 
the Grand Majler of Malta, each attired in the attributes of 
• ^ their dignities. The unhappy fanatic is here to fwear eternal 
hatred and death to thefe three ptofcribed perfons, entailmg 
that hatred and death on thelrfiaicejfors i?i their default. He 
there ftrikes off the three heads, which, as in the degree of 
EleSl, are real when they can be procured, or filled witK 
blood if fidlitious. He does this, crying out 'uengcance, veni- 
geance! SccJ* k is evident that I had foftened the barbarity 
of this decree, for I had fpoken but of one head to be ftruck ofr^ 
when in reality there are three. I am not at liberty to name 
thefe two Memorialifts; but two other witnelTes 1 may name. 
—The firft is the Count de Gilliers, who, living on intimate 
terms with great and profound Mafons,had fd \yeil laughed 
them out of their fecrets, that he gained admifiion into the 
Lodges without undergoing any trials; and he makes no dif¬ 
ficulty in faying, that he has been an eye-witnefs to three- 
fourths of what I have faid. The other, the Count D’OrfeuIlle, 
gives me leave to fay, that though he was for a long time the 
Maker of a Lodge, he can obferve but very flight differences 
between the Roficrucian degrees which he has given and feen 
given, and thofe which I have deferibed. 

I am at prefent in pofTeflion of twenty original Mafonic de¬ 
grees ; and of four accounts of the Rollcrucian degrees, two in 
manufeript and two printed. The firlt was fent me from Ger¬ 
many, the fecond from America, the third was printed in 
France, and the fourth in England. They differ confiderably 
from each ocher: but all of them coincide in about fifteen lines, 
precifely the moft impious, thofe which contain the Mafonic 
explanation of INRI. The account which I followed in my 
fecond volume was that publiflied by the Abbe Le Frmiem his 
Voile Leve, and his Conjuration deconverte. Several Mafons 
had informed me, that he had accurately delineated the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Ivodges; but I am now able to fay whence he 
had procured thofe Mafonic decrees whofe ceremonies he had 
fo well deferibed; and I learned it in the following manner;— 
One of thefe refpefhWe EcclefiafticR wJ?.o]iHve found a retreat 
in th.e generofity of the Engiifli nation from the perfccutions 
of his countrymen, and who to the gi eatell fimplicity ofman- 
fiers joins the knovvledge and pradlice of his duties, Mr. De I.a 
Haye, Curate of Fie iti the diocefeof Mans, hearing that 1 was 
writing on Free-maibnry, was kind enough, before he had feeR 
my work, to fend me fome Memoirs thst he had written bn the 
fame fubjedl. When he came to aflj me my opinion on them. I 
told him, ‘‘ that, allowing for difference of flyle,his work had 
‘‘ long fince been printed, and the Jacobins in return had ma:^- 
‘‘ lacred the Author at the Carmes on the famous fecr-nd of 
September.*' I then fliowed him the Abbe l.e Franc's work, 
who had added but little to his, and both had fallen into ihe 
fame error in attributing th-* origin of Mafonry to Socinus — 
This worthy ecclefiafiic anfwered me, ‘‘ That he had bceo 
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pcrre<?lly uoacquainted with the exiftence of the Abb^ L6 
Franc’s work, but that he could eafily account for its coin* 
cidcnce with his.^ I had, faid he, feveral Free-niafoos in my 
parifh. In my neighborhood in particular was that unfortu-^ 
‘‘ nate Feffier, a famous Brother of the Lodge at Alcn^on,fince 
‘‘ become fuch a terrible Jacobin, and the intruded Bilhop of 
Seez, Several of thefe Mafons renounced their errors; and, 
as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges, they 
gave me up all their papers and Mafonic degrees. I had made 
** a digeft of thefe degrees. Mr. Le Franc, who was at that pe* 
riod in our diocefe, prelTed me to publifh them; but 1 did 
** not dare do that, for fear of the Mafons, and I rather chofc 
** to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Le Franc, requeuing him* 
** to ufe it as he thought fit. Mr. Le Franc went to Paris; the 
Revolution took place; and he doubtlefs thought it wou’d 
be ufeful to publifh the work I had given him, having firft 
** improved it by the polifh of his ftyle; and he certainly has 
“ done it better than I could. If his work has done any good, 
I am happy that he publifhed it; but 1 am very fony to rc- 
“ fled that it caufed his death.*’—This latter feniiment, and 
the fear left I ftiould fufped the Abbe Le Franc of a breach of 
confidence, feemed folely to occupy this worthy man’s mind. 
I could not help praifing Mr. Le Franc for having had more 
courage in publifhing the work than he had had; and he had 
befides given it the ftyle of a Man of Letters. The point, how* 
ever, moft interefting for our objed is, to find in this anecdote 
a new proof of the authenticity of the degrees publifhed by the 
Ahb 6 Le Franc, which I had quoted with fo much confidence; 
The leftimony of repenting Mafons is far more to be relied oii 
than the aflertions ofthofe who continue to be dupes orperfift 
in their errors.—I addrefs this note to thofe readers who may 
{till entertain any doubt of the authenticity of the degrees as I 
have pubiifhed them. I alfo declare to the adepts, that nothing 
would give me greater fatisfadion than to fee an anfwer found¬ 
ed, not on nonfence and fcurrilous abufe, but on good reafon- 
ing. I am perfedly aware, that a very excellent work on Ma* 
fonry might be made. Their Letters and my Anfwers, with o* 
liter materials that I have by me, may, perhaps, at feme future 
lime, faraifn the fubjed for fuch a vvork. 
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CHAP. V. 


Kntgge*^ Intrigues and Suceejfes at the Congrefs .— 
cial Reports of the Superiors of the Order. — Multi-- 
tilde of Mafons illuminized at this Period. 

O F all the general airemblies that had been held by pjrft 

the Mafons for thefe laft twenty years, whether at means em* 
Brunfwick, Wifbaden, or in any other towns in Germa- ph-yed by 
ny, none could be compared with that of Wilhemfbaden, ^a'irfover^ 
either for the number of the deputies or the variety of 
Se<Ss of which it was compofed. One might fay, that all grefs. 
the incoherent elements of Mafonry had been thruft into 
one den. Knigge informs us, that he had had the honor 
of being deputed by his ancient brethren; that he might 
have taken his feat and been prefent at the deliberations; 
but, forefeeing the ilfue of it, he thought he could more 
ufefully ferve the caufe of his new Illuminifm by direft- 
ing the part that i^//«<7r-Dittfurt was to a6t in the inte¬ 
rior of the Meeting, while he himfelf would hover around 
and obferve the exterior. His lirft plan of attack was to 
gain the Templar Mafons of the Stridl Ohfervance^ with 
whofe fecrets he was well acquainted, and he had fre¬ 
quently attended their Lodges, that he might thro’ their 
means enfure a majority of votes. Had he fucceeded in 
this plan, Weifhaupt’s code would have been, decreed at 
this general congrefs, and would have become at once the 
ftandard law for millions of Mafons fcattered throughout 
the globe, who would thus have been Illuminized and 
ready to fally forth from their lurking places at the com¬ 
mand of their Antifocial ChieL 

When deferibing this plan of attack, Knigge takes care 

to inform his readers why he abandoned it;-I own 

(fays he) that I always retained a certain predilegion 
for my former brethren of the Stridl Ohfervance\ I 
‘‘ had already illuminized fo great a number, that I was 
in hopes of uniting their fyftem with ours. My inten- 
tion inoft certainly could never be to deliver up to the 
Congrefs all our papers, and thus to put ourfelves at 
the mercy of the deputies, I had not received fuch pow- 
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ers from thole who fent me. And befidcy we^ who did 
not feek after that power that gives greatnefs^ rank^ or 
riches \ ive^ who did not feek to reign in fplendor and 
in the eyes of the public \ zue^ in jhort^ zvhofe conjlitu- 
^ tion was to a5i in filcnce and with fecrecy ; how could 
‘‘ we go and make ourfelves dependent on an Order fo 
dcfiitute of unity in its fyftems. 

I made, however, an oiFer of my fervices; I made it 
both in writing and by word of mouth; and all the an- 
fwer I received was, that I might fend or prefent my 
papers to the Cpngrefs, and that they would judge of 
‘‘ thofe parts that were to be approved or rejected.’’* , 
Srung to the quick at fuch contempt, Knigge conceiv¬ 
ed himfelf abfolvedfrom all his oaths, and from every du¬ 
ty toward his ancient brethren. Abandoning all hopes of 
conquering the whole body, he refolved to attack them 
cne by one^ and then to gain over the whole body^ Lodge 
by Lodge, He agreed with the afltflbr Minos to direcSt 
their whole attention in future toward two points; the 
firft, to hinder the aflembly from paffing any refolutions 
detrimental to the interefts of their lUuminifm; the other, 
to facilitate its intrufion into the Lodges, and that with 
fo much art that no degree, nor any Grand Adafter, could 
be an oblfacle to the domination of the Bavarian Breth¬ 
ren; and that means fhould be- found fooner or later to 
unite the code of the Illuminees with that of the Adafons, 

’—Such was the objedf of the million entrufted by Knigge 
to his co-adcpt Minos^ whom he charged to get the fol¬ 
lowing refolutions palled: ift, A fort of union of all 
‘‘ the Adafonic fyftems in the firft three degrees, fo that a 
Adafoii admitted to thefe three degrees Ihould be ac»* 
knowledged as a true brother by every Lodge of what- 
“ ever dais or fyftem it might be.— 2 dly, I'hat in com- 
mon Adafonry no mention fliould ev^er be made of the 

higher dec rees or of the unknown Superiors.-3'^iy> 

‘‘ 'That all fraiirmitting of money to the Adafonic bupe- 

riors ihould be forbidden.- 4 thly, 'Bhat a new code 

‘‘be prepared for the brethren.—Sthly, I'hateve- 
ry Lodge ihould choofc its own Superiors and Direc- 
tory, that is to fay, ihould declare to which Grand 
Lodge they chofe^theirs ihould be fubjech^f '' 

* I.aft Obfervations of Philo, Page 
t Original Writings, Vol. H. Knigge s Report of 
f ijz, or January 1783. 



HISTORICAL RART. 


JO 3 


. While A^finoswzs thus following his inftruftions within, 
Knigge was without, acting the part of Infinuator and 
Scrutator. I fought to know, (fays he in the fame re- 
port to the Arcopagites) and 1 knew what turn things 
were taking in the affeinbly. I knew all the diherent 
fyftems that difFerent parties wiflied to make predomi- 
“ nate; I then entered into a correfpondence, which I Hill 
'^continue, with the Chiefs of Zinnendorf’s partv."^ I 
‘‘ alfo founded the Chiefs of other parties by various means. 
^ Several came of themfclves and difclofed themfelves to 
me, entruHing me with all their fccrets bccaufe they 
“ knew that I was folely a6tuated by a wifh for the gen- 
^ eral good, and not by perfonal confiderations. Iiifliort, 
“ fome of the deputies learned ( I kiioiu not boiv) that our 
‘‘ llluminirm was in exiHence, "I'liey ahnojl all came to 
me to entreat me to admit them^—1 thought it proper 
to exa6l the reverfal letters (of our candidates) from 
them, commanding them to keep abfolute filence on the 
fubje6f i but I took care not to entruft them with the 
leaft part of our fecrets. I only fpoke to them of our 
‘‘ myfteries in general terms, during the whole time that 
the Congrefs contlnued.”f 

This method of proceeding, and the art with which 
he infinuated that Mafonry, undoubtedly, was in pofles- 
fion of myfteries of the higheft importance; but that the 
profound Mafons, wiio were in pofl'eftion of fuch myfte¬ 
ries, were not to be met with at the congrefs, greatly aug- 
'mented the curiofity and ftimulated the ardor of the de¬ 
puties for his Illuminifm. The care tvith which he took 
the reverfal letters^ the charafter of candidate, the pro- 
mife he exadled at the fame time of all thefe deputies not 
to fecondany propofition detrimental to the new brother¬ 
hood, were iufficient to enfure him againft any refolutions 
that might be entered into by the meeting, Befide, the 
difpofitions he obferved in thefe deputies were fufticient 
to ftrengthen his hopes. ‘‘ I owe-them the juftice to fay,** 
he continues in his report, “ that I the great ^ 

part of thein in the bejl difpofitions \ that if their con- 

* This fyftem of Zlnnendorf was an Incoherent medley of 
the Scotch and Swedilh degrees, of the Knights Tempiar^^ of 
the Corfdants of St. John; and at that time was the predomi- 
Bant fyltem in Germany. 

f Original Writings, Vol. 11 . Knigge's Report cf 
Jijz, or January 178^. 
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du£i: was not effeftive it was for want of having been 

nurtured in a better fchooL*.It was with plea--* 

fure I obferved, that if the excelle7it indent ions that had 
brought thefe men together fronuall corners of Mafon^ 
rjfj were not more efficacious^ it was becaufe they could 
not agree on principles. Mof of them appeared to be 
ready to follow any fyilem that they judged conduciv'’e 
to give to their Order that utility and activity that v/as 
the objed^ of all their wifhes.”f 
Whatever may be the partiality of the hiftorian for the 
Mafonic Brotherhood) it will be impoffible for him to 
invalidate this terrible evidence of Knigge againft their 
chofen and privileged members i againft thofe whom the 
Oroer judged moft worthy of reprefentnig it in foleran 
congrefs. No man can mifconceive the fignification of 
left difpofitlons or of excellent intentions in the mouth of 
P^//(?-Knigge. They evidently demonftrate men wha 
needed only to be made acquainted v/ith the means of 
working a revolution of impiety and anarchy, to under-!- 
take it. This vaft Brt>therhood of Mafons muft, at this 
period at leaffi, have been forely afteiSked in its higher mys-. 
teries. It was prepared for confpirators even of Wei- 
ihaupt’s ftamp. 

Certain of fuccefs, Knigge feems to have left the as- 
fembly to its diforderly deliberations , and notwithftand-r 
ing the imprudence wdth which he taxes Minosy the lat¬ 
ter fucceeded in obtaining the decree of the principal par¬ 
ticulars agreed between them. It was forbidden that any 
'brethren fbould call each other Heretics (Verket%ern)^ 
It was decided that the firft three degrees alone fhould 
be looked upon as efl'ential to Mafonry. Commifiaries 
were named to digeft certain regulations, the plan of which 
had been given by the aflembly, as well as of a general 
code. The choice of the higher degrees and of fyftems 
was left to the decifions of each Lodge. The reft of the 
deliberations were as boifterous as might be expe6led from 
the variety of Se6ls. I have before me a manufeript ac¬ 
count of this affembly written by a very learned Mafon, 
and it contains nearly as much lamentation as it does in- 
ftrurftion. Among other things I find, that the Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was proclaimed Grand Mafter 
of all Mafonry, and that few members recognized him as 


^ Ibid, 


f Laft Obfervationt, Page Sj, 
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•fucb. A?ain I fee, that it was v/ifhed to abrogate the \ 

fyilem of the Templar Mafom^ whofe abominations and 
fecrets had been expofed by fume falfe brother in a work 
called The Stone oj Scandal^hux that few Lodges would 
obey the abrogation. Moreover an attempt was made to 
quart) all Se£^s and Schifms;. but they neither could be 
overpowered, and confufion continued to prevail with re¬ 
doubled force. 

Let us however obferve, that if any fyftem can be faid 
to have gained a preponderance it was that of the Phila-- 
htes^ a fort of fpurious offspring of Swedenborg. The 
moft famous Illiirtiinees ofthatfet, TVilherrnoz^ St, Mar^ 
iiny and La Chappe de la Henriere^\\2A made an attempt 
to conneft themfelves with the Hero of Crevelt and Min- 
den ; it is even afl'erted, that he was miflcd by their ap¬ 
pellation of Philalefes and of Benevolent Knights, S trong, 
however, in his protecSlion, neither they nor their agents 
■fpared any pains to carry the day at Willemfbaden; they 
^ere well fupported, and vi£l:ory muft have infallibly de¬ 
clared in their favor, had not Knigge already gained over 
fo many of the deputies. Hence the refult of this too fa¬ 
mous congrefs was to have been the delivery over of all 
the Mafonic Lodges, and, v/ith them, of all the govern¬ 
ments of Europe, to two SetSfs of Illuminees, the moft 
impious and the moft difaftrous in their views, and moft 
unrelenting in their zeal for the overthrow of every reli¬ 
gion and of every government whatever. 

I know not into which of thefe two fe<fts the Count 
de Virieux had been initiated; but either might have 
fuggefted the manner in which he deferibed the refult of 
this Mafonic Congrefs. On his return to Paris, being 
complimented by the Count de Gilliers on the fublimc 
fecrets he had been in queft of at Willemfbaden, and prefs- 
cd a little by the farcaftic ftyle with which the Count wa$ 
wont to jeer the Brotherhood, he at length anfwered, “ I 
wnll not tell you the fecrets I bring; but what 1 think I 
“ may tell you is, that it is all much more ferious than 
** you think. The fa^ is^ that a confpiracy is now con^ 
trivingy and that ivith fo much art and of fo profound 
“ a nature^ that it %villbe very difficult Jor Religion and 
Nations not to fink under itP Happily for Mr. d^ 

Virieux, faid Mr. de Gilliers when he told me this anec¬ 
dote, the Count had a great fund of probity and uprightr 
nefs. What he had learned on his million fo difguftei 

O 
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him with the myfteries, that he abandoned them and bc^ 
came a.very religious man. It was to this event that his 
^reat zeaWgainft the Jacobins maybe attributed. . 

.Unfortunately, for all nations, thefe plots did not in- 
fpire^the other Mafonic Deputies with a fimilar horror^ 
.Tj'he Congrefs being terminated, P/j//^-Kniggq ha^ened 
.to reap the bciicht of his intrigues; and his harveft.\ya$ 
much more pleiuiful than he expe£^ed. On the breajk:- 
ing up of-the ailbmbly, the deputies flocked to him to beg 
admiiHqn to the myfteries. Such candidates needed no 
.long noviciate, or tedious trials in the miherval fchools-.; 
they were to .be cpnducled quickly to the myfteries ; and 
Knigge admittid them to the degrees of Epopt and Re¬ 
gent, zuhich they all received us) with enthuji^ 
All.of them were enraptured with our degrees 
of Epopt and of Regent; all were enchanted with thefe 
for fo they ftyled thefe degrees. Two 
y only made iome flight obfervations on certain expres7 
fions, that may be eafily changed according to local cirr 
cumftanGes,and particularly in Catholic countries/’fL) 
.. Vyere,it,riot that,all honeft Mafons would fink under 
^rief and aftonifhment, 1 fhould conjure them to weigh 
/or a. moment thefe words, all were enraptured^ all re^ 
ceived~them with enthujiajin ; ail EIe6f, Rolicrucian^. 
Templars, Bretliren of Zinnendorf, Brethren of St. Johnj 
JhCnights.of the Sun, Knights Kadofh> Perfect Philofo- 
phers; all hearken, and receive with enthufiafm thofe or¬ 
acles of the Hierophant which caft fuch light on their an¬ 
tique myfteries, and, expounding the meaning, of their 
Iriiram^ thciv Jl 4 ac Benac^ and their Polijhed Stone^ fliow 
that they contain nothing more than that primitive Equa¬ 
lity and Liberty, as well as that Morality, ^which entirely 
confift in the art of annihilating, princes, governments, 
religion, and property ! When thefe Deputies fhall re¬ 
turn to their Orients^ and fpread themfelves throughout 
tlie Mafonic Diredlories and Provinces, will not thefe 
original plots be intruded on your Lodges under the pre¬ 
tence of myfteries ? P ly then fuch dens of fedition ; and 
' ■* 

^ Die hoberen graden warden mit enthufiafmus au fgenoim 
men. ' r 

f Jeder mann warzufrieden—Meine Leute waren entzuckt 

liber diefe meidcr ftiicke. Lajl ObJervcitiGtis, and 

13 %-^and Origin a IIVrit ir/gs. Let* x, of Philo to Cato. 
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■learn once for all, tbatthofe men in whom you place fuch 
confidence are profound confpirators abufmg your confi¬ 
dence, juft as they will that of princes at a' future day.— 
View then this pretended Brotherhood as a hoard-of con¬ 
spirators^ who' have long waited only for the baleful ge¬ 
nius of a Weiihaupt to launch out into all the crimes of 
'revolution. ' . r ' 

\ - From the period when thefe Mafonic Deputies were 
dlluminized, the Bavarian Sedl afTumed a menacing as- 
peftj and its progrefs is fo rapid, that the univerfe will 
foon be overrun with Confpit;ators. The center of ac¬ 
tion may be faid to have been at Frankfort, where Knigge 
trefided;»and he computes the number of perfons he had 
ilJuminized, and nearly all of whom were Mafons, at five 
iiuiiclred.-* There is fcarcely a town in his neighborhood, 
■but has its Epopts and Minerval Schools; Franconia, 
Swabia, the Circles of the Higher and Lower Rhine, 
Weftphalia, See, fwarm with them. 

^ The towns of Vienna and Berlin almoft immediately 
fliowed that Auftria and Pruftia were falling a prey to 
Illuminifiii. Tyrol had been already infected, and the 
fame apoftle had proceeded to carry it into Italy. In the 
north adepts were making their attacks on the Lodges of 
Bruxelles and of Holland, while others were preparing 
to introduce IVei/haupf s myjieries into England, In Li¬ 
vonia they had gained footing; and treaties were making 
in Poland, to throw the whole power of the Confedera¬ 
tions into the hands of the Illuminecs. If the day of France 
was not yet come, it. was becaufe they entertained deeper 
views on her; but the day was to come, and all Europe 
fliall now know why it has been deferred. 

It would be of little avail for me to have produced 
Weifhaupt’s code, were I not aUb to produce demonftra- 
tive evidence of its progrefs and continuation. Hiftor/ 
will demand that I prove the exiftence t^f this Secf, its 
myfterics, and confpiracies, ranging from the north the 
fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, eniifting under its 
banners that multitude of hands which it needed to' work 
revolutions. To effedluate this, I fliall again appeal to 
their own annals ; they are mutilated, it is true; but not^ 
withftanding that, they are menacing, and they are de- 
niunftrative. 


* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let, from PEL to Cats* 
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Official 

Reports. 


I. 

Of the 
t^rovince 
of Pa,no- 
liia. 


In the very year after the congrefs of Willemfbadeft 
we find five provinces completely organized according 
to the Laws of the modern Spartacus^ under the general 
diredfion -o* P^/ 7 i?-Knigge, and in full correfpondence 
with the illuminizing Areopagites.f Even during the 
time of the congrefs we find in the Original Writings 
not only fimple letters on the progrefs made by a few 
candidates, but official reports, and ftatements made by 
the Provincials of their provinces, relating to the progrefs 
of their novices, of their initiated, and of their emifiaries^ 
Let us call our eyes on thefe documents, for none can be 
better authenticated. Perhaps I might have done well 
to have tranfiated the whole of them; but tho* I abridge 
them, they will ftill retain the whole force of evidence. 

7 'he firft of thefe reports is from Mahomet.\ This 
Provincial of a new fpecies was the Baron Schroeck-j- 
ENSTEiN, the fame whom Weifhaupt fo early as the firft 
year of his Illuminifm, enlifted at Aichftadt, and whom 
he ciafled among thofe foolifh Ariftocrats who were to 
fwallow the bait* The Baron fo completely fwallowed 
the bait, that in fix years we find him one of the Chiefs 
of the Confpiracy. The Province he prefided over in the 
llluminized Geography was denominated Pannonia^ 
comprehending thedilhi^lsof and Latium^ which 

comprife the Lodges o^Olyrnpia^ Damietta^ Jibur^ His^ 
palis^ Da?nafcusy Sichemy Nico?nedia^ and Stirentum. I 
find that his refidence is at Aichftadt 5 and he informs the 
Areopagites, that he has given the name of Surentum to 
the new colony of Mompelgard, which he looks upon as 
belonging to the Duchy of Wurtemberg, and therefore 
Ihould be comprifed within the diftri 61 : of Lat ’ium.' I aL 
fo find that Nicomedia is Augfbourg; hence I conclude, 
that the Lodges under the infpe6^ion of this adept were 
fo many conqiiefts made by Illuminifm, partly in Bava-* 
ria, and partly in Swabia. 


f Original \V’riiings> Vol. II. Let. 3, from Pkilo to WcU 
fiiaupt. 

t This report is of the month of Chardad 1152, that is to 
fay June 1782, confequently anterior to the breaking up of the 
Mafonic Congrefs. Mahomet is neyerthelefs in direct corres¬ 
pondence with P/;/V®-Knigge; for we may obferve the latter 
pointing out to the former novices to be initiated. Original 
WritvigSy Philo*s Report, 
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The report contains ftrong proofs of this Provincial’S 
Iteal for the propagation of the Order. We may obferve 
him threatening two adepts with their immediate difi^js- 
fion unlels they fiiow more a£^:ivity, and promoting two 
others.becaufe they excelled in the arts of inimuation.-— 
As a proof of the care with which he deferibes his infe¬ 
riors, and of the precautions he takes according to their 
charadters, let the reader perufe the account he gives of 
the Brotherhood at Olympa^ which he has juft been in- 
fpe6ting: Ihave learned, (he writes), to know the Bro- 
“ ther)Z^;?^. I did not find him to be a thinker^ and much 
‘‘ lefs a fcrntat 07 \ . . . He does not like to meddle with 
things that are*above the human underftanding; and he 
“ contents himfelf with the degree of Minerva!, but^r^- 
mtfes to enliji us fome good novices .... Grantor has more 
ardor; I initiated him myfeifinto the Minerval degree. 
You may eafiiy conceive how much he is difpleafed 
with all his fcience, and how much his wit difconcerts 
him, when I tell how that he is furious at his father for 
having had him taught to write. , . . Speujippus was 
ill; the others though young are full of ardor. ♦ . , • 

The colony is weak as yet. Be guarded in your 

** letters to Zeno. He told me^ that he would not lodge in 
the fame haufe with a man vpho doubted of the immor’^ 
mortality of the Soul. . . • • All thefe Brethren hold 
their regular meetings, but don’t dare enlift their novi- 
ces under the name of Mafonry. They prefer doing it 
under the pretence of a Literary Society.^ and I made 
no difficulty in permitting them to continue their prac- 
tice.” 

In that town of Latium^ or of the Dutchy of Wur- 
temberg, which Mahomet calls Darniettay there is an 
academy and a college; and one of the profeflbrs is the 
adept PhirrOy whole honejly and activity could not be 
fufficiently praifed by the Provincial. The following 
inltirutioa may ferve as a fpecimen of this man’s hones¬ 
ty : ‘‘ By means of this Brother, fays Mahomet^ the whole 
‘‘ academy of this town has become a real nurfery for us 
“ (eine pjianzfchule fiir uns), Pyihagoras-DKlixi. is 
the unknown fuperiorof this afembly^which is entirely 
compofed of young pupils of nolle birth. He has under 
** him an apparent fuperior to conduct and form them, cho^^^ 
fen from among the young men. No reverfaI letters are 
required of them; they are only flattered with the hopes 
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fliould they prove faithful to the lefTon's inftilled into 
them) of being hereafter admitted into an Order com-- 
“ ^ofed of the beji of 7ne7iJ^ . . • ■ < - 

Left fuch lelibns ftiould be loft to thofe who were edu¬ 
cated at Court, the adept ^ulic'coun- 

! feilor and burgo-mafter of Hanover, has taken care to ii- 

lumiiiize the fnb-preceptor of a young Prince defigned 
by the initials T. H. . . . After having^told all this news 
to the Areopagites, at length informs them that 

Alachiavel^ one of his emilfaries, has fent in a lift of the 
honell: n-^en with whom he has made an acquaintance in 
Switzerland; and that things-would take a good turn 
there, provided P/;i/^-Kiiigge would ftimulate a little the 
, zeal of the Helvetian apoftie. 

]I^ 'I'he next official report is from i^/«(?j-DiTTPURT 
Of Dacia the AirefTor. This man was alfo a Baron. Asa recom- 
and Ly- penfe for the pains he had taken at W-illemffiaden, Knigge 
had made him the Provincial or fuperior of Veteravia, 
probably of part of Weftphalia. His command compri- 
led two diftricls,‘Z)^£:/^ and Lydia* Overburthened with 
bufinefs, and more attentive to that of Illuminifm thah 
to the affairs of tlie Empire, he gives but a brief account 
for the prefent. He names about a dozen Brethren a- 
mong whom are four novi»ces. He diftinguiffies the Bro¬ 
ther Benthariih in particular, whom he means to entruft 
with the eftablifliment of a Minerval School at Benfabel 
Meanwhile, till he can report further progrefs, he propb- 
fes his plan for an illuminized fijlerhood^ which he pro- 
niifes to place under the diredlion of another Baron, who, 
like himfeif is an Adbllor at the Imperial Chamber, A- 
bout the fame time (Merdemeh 1152, Auguft 1782), 
Knigge’s report ftates, that Minos was in correfpondence 
with Dodlor Stark, in hopes of making a conqueft of the 
Landgrave of Helfe Darmftadt by means of his grand 
Almoner. The Illuminizing Affefl’or does not report 
the progrefs of this negociation; but Knigge appears to 
have forefecn the fuccefs it would have, when he writes 
to the Areopagites, I am much pleafed to fee that Bro- 
ther Mhios has entered into a correfpondence with 
Dotftor Stark; it will teach him, that to be able to 
treat with a man of wit one muff have fume one’s felf.” 
^ 'I'hough it feems that Knigge did not allow any great 
fhare to this Provincial, yet he founded great hopes on 
his-fervices, efpecially if his too great zeal could ie rc^ 
prefed* 
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. The third report is from the adept EplSletus-Nli^O^i 
Provincial of Albania, theTame Brother whom we 
iind mentioned by Knigge as founding the Lodge at.Man- 
heim furnamed Surinam^ and at Frankenthal that called 
Parmariho^ within the prefedture of Paphlagonia^ or of 
the PaLtinatc. It would* feem, that at that period Albania 
had pafTed under the iufpeQion of fome other Provin¬ 
cial : This Epi^etiis-M-xig was acounfellor and Protes-’ 
tant Minifter of Heidelberg, his habitual refidence, and 
bad been inilrudled in the arts of Infinuator by Wei- 
(baupt himfeif. . ‘ , 

, The-reader may judge of this man’s merits from the 
following .eulooium that Weifliaupt makes on hini when 
writing to Celfus : “Do not forget, when at Munich, to 

do every ,thmg in'your power for our Epi^eius. He 
“ is nearly the beO: of the adepts. He has a little too. 
“ much ardor, but in all other points he is incomparable. 

He has alread)/ made a conquefl for the Order op nearly 
“ the vjhole Palatinate* Not a country town but con- 
“ taipS'One or two adepts at leaft.”* This letter being; 
of the 'fame year as the report, it would be ufelefs to 
particularize. Some, however, of the Brethren, mention¬ 
ed by ^^/i^^.rwrdeferve-our attention: fuch, for example, 
as a certain Brother deferibed by the initials B. E. under. 
the,.dice6Iion:of Diodorus^ who in a Catholic .Univerfity 
and of the Catholic Religion himfeif until that’period, 
thought he could not give a better proof of his zeal for 
Illuminifm, than by attempting to defend a Proteftant the- 
fis, and that under a pretence that denotes neither a Ca¬ 
tholic nor a Proteftant, but a man who views Religion* 
only as a political invention. He gives for reafon, that* 
the College of the Counts of JVeJlphalia muji he a Pro-- 
tejiant'College* Next the Brother Erajlus^ of the fame 
degree, who alks advice as to the beft means to fucceed 
in Illumlnizing the Preceptor of the Prince of Duponfs. 
fon^ and by that means to educate the young Prince ac¬ 
cording to the views of the Order. And laftly the Bro¬ 
ther Pic de la or Brunner, a Prieft at Tief- 

enback, in the bilhopric of Spire. This man, (fays the 
Provincial,) is as yet a novice, but full of zeal for the 

^ Hat fehier die ganzepfaltz unterdas commando des O’s 
fordens) In jedem landftadtchen find einoder zwic 

^Original Writings^ VoL IL Let* I3> an?io 
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Order* The tenth of September he defended his-The- 
♦‘.fis in fpite of the Jefuits. In his ^lihus Licet he begs 
the Order to take precautions lejl the fortrefs of Phi^ 
“ lipjbourgy which the Auftrians had abandoned, 
fall into the hands of a bigoted officer^ who was petition* 
‘‘ ing for the government of it \ and to have it given to 
another ofHcer (more worthy of it,' I fuppofe) who as- 
pired; to it.*'—This Illumini^ed Novice, who already 
pays fo much attention to’fortrefles,* will appear on the 
llage again wdth the^ Brethren of Mentz, confpiring and 
delivering up that town to the French Jacobins. 

' The fourth official report^ is madeTy the adept Agis* 
Krober. 'He does' not take the title of Provincial; he 
only adls for Alhero 7 iz-l^hV.\ynY.TV.i 3 ’E^ originally a Jew, 
and who afterward made himfdf a Chriflian to become 
Aulic Counfellor to the Prince of Neuwied, and a Pro¬ 
vincial'offfie Illuminees. Agis v/as governor to the 
Count Stolberg’s children, and the memoirs I have before 
me declare him to have been afterwards charged vyith 
the education of the young Prince of Neuwied, to have 
gained the'good graces of the Princefs, fowing difeord in 
that court, and deftroying the internal happinefs of that 
family; in fhort, he was known to all Germany by a 
name that could not refiedf honor on his protefttrix. As 
news, he informs the Areopagites that the Baron de Witte,' 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, is much more zealous than was ex¬ 
pelled; that he has undei taken to illuminize his Mafonic 
Lodge there; and that from his letters,they may hope to 
fee that of Bruxelles fliare a fimilar fate. . . . The Bro¬ 
ther Agjs enquires whether they think it proper that he 
ihould enter into a correfpondence with thofe fools of the 
Hermetic CaheL Before be‘initiates them in the fecrets 
of the Order, he wiflies to prelent hi mfelf at their Lodges 
as one acquainted with their’s. He owns that he is not 
fufficlently mafter of all their fyftems. He afks for fome 
inftrudiion, that he may perfek:l hiinfelf in them, left he 
fboiild be difeovered by thofe Mal'ons for whom be has a 
fovereign contempt, but with whofe jargon it is neceflary 
that he iliould be acquainted, to make a coiiqucfl: of them 
for the Order. Thefe iiiftruSions are the more necefla— 
ry, as a Brother of the diftri( 5 l has juft applied to him for 
leave to fhow fome of his letters to the Vcncrabic of the 
Mafonic Lodge at./w, to enable him to make but oacj 
draught of the whole Lodge, Venerable and all. 
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In the fame report the Brother Jgis recommends to 
the Areopagites the adept Jrchelaus-BARKESy hereto¬ 
fore a major in the French fervice, at prefent throwing 
himfelf on the protection of the Order to obtain a place 
in fome court of Germany, and the Crofs of Merit from 
that of France, with a brevet of Major a la fuite : I had 
taken it into my head (fays he) that the Ambaflador 
Ch, . . . was one of ours; that he had great influence 
with .... (the court or minifters), therefore I did not 
refufe our protection. If we fucceed in this bufinefs, the 
fame of our poiver will be greatly extended. Scarcely 
“ a week paffes without fomebody coming to folicit our 
protection at the courts of Verfailles, of Vienna, or of 
Berlin. It is enough to make one die of laughing. We 
take great care, however, not to difmifs thofe people 
without hopes; we only fay, that we do not like to im- 
portuiie thofe courts every day.” 

A marginal note is found oppofite to this article in 
Knigge's own hand-writing, faying, Who the devil ha^ 
put into their }jeads this fable of our omnipotence? The 
man who wrote the queftion might alfo have written the 
anfvver; for we may obferve him long before this period 
ftraining every nerve to give the Brethren a high opinion 
of the power of the Order, and even flattering himfelf, 
that through the exertions of his agents he had obtained 
for the adepts honorable fituations^ livings^ and dignities,, 
which he dijlributcd in the names of the unknown fupe^ 
riors^ who were not even in exijlence at that time \ and 
when thefe fuperiors do exift, we fee him aCling. precifel)' 
as the Brother Agis had done, procuring from an adept 
Count the place of Chancellor Diredlor,, with a falary of 
twelve hundred florins, fending the nomination to his can¬ 
didate Wundt^^ecclefiajlical counfellor at Heidelberg^ and, 
to fhow the candidate the great power of the Brethren, 
informing him, that the Order had got him named to this 
dignity,"^ 

The very article on which Knigge had made this not^ 
is followed by another, which will fufliciently demonftrate 
the credit they had acquired in certain courts, and the ufe 
■they could turn it to for the propagation of their myfte-? 

* See laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 45.—Original Wri' 
tings, Vol% II. Page ‘ " 
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ties, This week (continues Agi$) we fliall receive a 
Lutheran minifter, who by flight of hand has coIleSfed 
about nine thoiifand florins for the community (the 
Lodge) of this place. As foon as peace is ??iadey he is 
TO stT OFF FOR LONDON, a multitude ojletters 

“ of recoitiniendation. The Pr-F-O. B. uncle to 

“ the reigning Duke, has promifcd to fecond him with all 
“ his might.It is our intention alfo to employ him in 
that country for the Order. He must slily illu- 
MiNizE THE English. ... A large Dutch wig, a 
faiioiv and meagre complexion, large eyes widely open- 
cd, a fertile imagination, a perfedl knowledge of men, 
acquired by roving about the world for the fpace of two 
years under the difguife of a beggar. . . » Do not you 
‘‘‘ think that with fuch qualifications this man will do won- 
ders?—Durins; this winter we will drill him, as the 
Hernuti ufed to do their apoftles.’’ 

The adept fo well deferibed by ^L-Krober, and on 
v/nom he grounds his hopes of the lllumini%ation of Eng^ 
land^ is not mentioned even by his chara6terifl;ic; but a 
rnanufeript marginal note informs me, that his real name 
wT-S Rontgek, a Dutch protellant of Petkam, in Eaft 
Eriefiand. 

Y The fifth report is mutilated, and is without the name 

Of PicI- ProvincLl. Such as it is, however, it forcibly 

evinces the progrefs of the Se£t during the laft three 
months of 1782 in the Eledlorates of Cologn and of 
Treves, called Picinum. At this epoch the Provincial 
is much elated at the high repute Mafbnry has acqui- 
' red in thofe parts fince it has been illuminized. “ Here 
(fays he) a Mafun was formerly a laughing^ftock, 
whereas now a man who does not belong to a Lodge is 
pitied. Everybody ilocks to us; and the prophane 
thirft after our myftcries.—Every body comes to cravs 
the protedtion of an Order that is fo powerful.’’ 

A very unexpedled proof of their power is to be found 
in their Archives; it is the difgrace and exile of the Ab¬ 
be Beck, whom the Prince Clement of Saxony andEled- 


^ In my copy of the Original Writings I find a manufeript 
note in tlie margin, by a man who is very converfant on thefe 
mailers; itilates, tl^at thefe initials fland for the Prince Per- 

dir. end of BrnnpvJick. Pr - P V. B hat ihm 

alU unterjiutzurg verfprochen. 
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cr oF Treves had till then favored with his confidence! 

I had not the honor of being acquainted with this vene¬ 
rable ecclefiafticj but 1 remembered to have feen fome 
of his friends at Paris, v/ho augured ill from this difgrace. 

I little expedled at that time to find his apology in fo com¬ 
plete a ftyle in the report made by the Provincial to his 
fuperiors: The famous executioner of the Electors con- 
fcience, the Abbe B. has at length received his dis- 
milHon, and an order to leave the country. Ever fince 
the Elet&or 'has had this Jefuit^ in his fervice he has 
5 ^ been a declared enemy to Free-mafonry, and generally 
“ fpeaking, to every thing that tends to enlighten man- 
kind. Now that this Jefuit is out of the way, havs 
the great eft hopes of making a glorious harvefiin T reves 
and the EletSforate.” How indignant muft his Ele6lo- 
ral Highnefs have been when he dilcovered in his official 
report the true origin of all thofe infmuations to which 
pne of his mod faithful fervants had fallen a vi6lim; and 
particularly when he obferved the advantages that his 
xeal enemies and enemies of all governments, promifed 
themfelves in confequence of an illufion originating, in 
all probability, entirely with themfelves. 

We fhall here give another proof of the omnipotence 
that the Order was acquiring in the different courts of 
Germany. The Provincial, under the head of the Lodge j 
of Pinna^ that is to fay Flachenburg, gives an account of 
the inauguration of Doflor Vogier, phyfician to the 
Count of Kirchenberg, and then continues, Here the 
affairs of the Order profper amazingly well j the Count- 
is entirely furrounded by Illu-mlnees. His private fe-- 
cretary^ his phyfician^ his pajlor^ his connfcUors^ are 
ours ,— The Princess favorites are our inojl %c.akus 
adepts i and we have taken our precautions for the fu^ 
ture. Let the Order eJiabUjb life If as ivell clfcwbcn:^ 
and the world is our^s.” 

This wifh of the illuminizing Provincial would foon 
have been accompliftied, had the adepts been every where 
as zealous as thofe whom he mentions of the provinces ot 
Picinum and Dacia, One adept In particular h..\i made 


* The appellation ycfuit is here nfed by the iHumineesas 
a term of fcurrilous reproach, as it frequently is anv 

perfon inimical lo their principles, for tlie Abbe Beck never 
was a Jefuic. 
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thirteen novices in three months; and it is not unworthy 
of remark j that eleven were alread)^ Free-mafons and two 
Lutheran minifters, who v/ere chara^erized in the Or¬ 
der by the names of Averroes and Theognis, The firft 
fliowed fo much zeal, adfivity, and intelligence, and the 
principles of the Order appeared to have taken fuch deep 
root in his heart, that the fuperiors haftened his.initiation 
into the higher degrees, that they might admit him to the 
council,-and eafe themfelves of fome part of their labors on 
him. The other Theognis-FiscHEK^ became curate of 
Wolibriicft in Auftria, near Lintz, by means of the in¬ 
trigues of the adept Paufanlas. In Knigge’s report to 
the Areopagites, I find the following note on this adept i 
Theognisj at the time of his promotion to his curacy, 

“ received a letter from the bifhop ofK-, the princi- 

pics of which appear to have been copied from our 
code. The prelate mentions a fecret projedl of reform, 
and begs Theognis not to fhovv his letter to any body* 
'I'he Brethren of this colony are firmly perfuaded that 
the Biihop is one of our adepts; and to that circum- 
ftance they attribute his having given a benifice to The-* 
ognis'y aud in confequence of it they labor with, redou- 
“ bled zeai.’^ 

What can have induced the editor of the Original 
Writings to give only the initial letter of this Bifhop’s 
nrune ? Have not the Evangelifts named Judas Ifcariot 
at full length.^ Why not then name the prelate Has- 
LEiN, vice-prcfident of the fpirituai council at Munich, 
afterwards Lord Bifhop of Kherson for the church, 
and Brother Philo of for Weiihaupt ? With a 

little lefs refpcdt Ibr pcrfons, miftnift would fall on thofe 
who defer VC it, and who fo little refpeft their own digni¬ 
ty ; and the world would know the man who was fore- 
inolf in the conl^^iracy againft God, though he might 
wear a mitre. 

I^eports Before I undertake to prefent a lift to my readers, I 
by will mention the laft official reports recorded in the an- 

Enigge. j^ais Sebi. They are made by Knigge himfelf, and 

are dated Thirmehy Mcrdedmehy Dimehy 1152, that is to 
fiiy July and Auguft 1782, and the January following* 
We there find, that Ins million at Wiilemfbaden did not 
hinder him from overlooking the provincial fuperiors, 
whofe reports I have juft ftated. It was to him that their 
lepoits were firft lent; he tranfiniited them to the Areo- 
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ji^igites, afteir making fuch remarks as his zeal for the pro¬ 
pagation of the Sedt might fuggefl. What he particu¬ 
larly blames in his inferiors was, a want of method. That 
want of regularity in their proceedings appeared to him 
to impede their fuccefs, and to render it lefs certain than 
he could wifh. And he writes to his fenate, I cannot 
fufficiently repeat it; when we fliall have organized 
the whole body, when every province (hall have its 
Provincial, and every Infpedlor fhall have three Provin- 
‘‘ cials under his infpeclion; when our National Diredf- 
« ory (hall be eUabliHied at Rome (that is to fay Vienna) ; 
when our Areopagites fiiall be freed from all the tire- 
fome detail, (and by that means certain of remaining 
unknown) and fliali only have to infpedt the whole, to 
perfedf the fyftem> and to diredf the propagation of it in 
other countries; when the Order can glv^e proper help 
to the diredfing Brethren, then, and not before, ihall we 
be able to do fomething.’^ 

Soon after thefe leffons, and under the head of France, 
we read, With refpedl to that country, I would not 
advife you to undertake anything until I (hail have 
difpofed of the multiplicity of bufinefs that overpowers 
me at prefent. I have even laid afide for the prelentmy 
projedls on Alfacc and Lorraine.” Meanv/hiie, till 
that day comes, Knigge takes a view of the reports re¬ 
turned to him by the Provincials, and fubjoins to the 
number of their Novices thofe whom he had made him- 
felf. But the grand object that abforbs all his attention 
is the means of coiifummating the iotrufion into the Ma- 
fonic Lodges, which is at once to enlifl: millions of men 
under the ffandard of his Arcopage, and to effedl his Illu- 
miriizing revolution. 

At the period of this lall report, that is, January 1783, 
this intrufion had made great progrefs; and it was to that 
circumttancs that Wellhaupt was indebted for the mul¬ 
titude of adepts who already had fpread his confpiracy 
throughout Germany. Let the reader caft an eye on the 
map of Germany, and on the Lodges already illuminized. 
It. is true, that many towns are at prefent unintelligible, 
jn confequence of the geographical nomenclature adopt¬ 
ed by the Sect; but every one of thefe names denotes an 
liluminized Lodge, a town where the confpirators had 
gained a hold; and hence we may obferve, that fcarcely 
a canton is, to be found where this baleful Se6t has not 
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penetrated. Let us attend only to thofe towns that, in 
i'pite of all their prccautionsi, have been difcovered either 
by the writings or habitual refidenceof the great adepts; 

.«—what a formidable alliance have they already formed ! 
The hrft of the Provincials immediately under the direc¬ 
tion of Weifhaupt has under him alone the Lodges of 
Munich, of Ratifoon, of Landfberg, of Burghaufen, of 
\ Straubingen, and of Freyfingen.—In the Circles of Fran¬ 

conia and Swabia, the Baron Mahomet prefides, at leaft 
over thofe at Aichftadt^his habitual refidence, at Bamberg, 
at Nuremberg, at AuglLourg, at Mompelgard, and over 
thofe of the Dutchy of Wurtemberg.—In the Circles of 
the Uj^per Rhine and of the Palatinate of the Lower 
Jvliine the Sc<Sl: has eflablislied itfdf, at Deuxponts,Man- 
helm, Frankenthul, Heidelberg, Spire, Worms, Wetz- 
iar, and Franckfort on the Mein.—The Elecflorates of 
Mayence, of Treves and Cologne, liave, with their capi¬ 
tals, fljarcd a fimilar fate.—In Weftphalia, this difleniper 
rages at Aix-La-Chapelle, at Neuwied, and at Hachen- 
burg,—In Higher arid Lower Saxony, at Kiel, at Bre^ 
men, at Brunfwick, at Hanover, at Gottinguen, at Go¬ 
tha, at Jena.—The great adepts Nicolai and Lechfering, 
efhiblifh Illuminifm at Berlin, and the adept Brutus re¬ 
ports that the Minerval Schools are in as full aftivity at 
Vienna, in Aufiria, as they were at Lintz. Hannihnl^ov 
-Weifhaupt’s grand commiflioiier the Baron Ball'us, had 
eflablifiiecl it at Infpruck and Botzen, and at many other 
towns in the 7 'yrol. P'rom the bottom of his den, at In- 
goldPadt, Weilhaupt prefides over his confpiring crew; 
and through their means he commands, as it were, Ger¬ 
many and its confines, and might be called its Emperor 
of Darknefs. He has more towns in his confpiracy than 
the Chief of the Empire has in his dominions. 

At this period a great revolution took place in the code 
of the Illuininees, which only contributed to augment the 
ftrength of the Seel, and which I hope the hillorian will 
not overlook, as it will furnifli him with an anfwer 
to thofe who may rejx^at an objcdlion that has often been 
made to me. Weifliaupt’s Illuminifm only began in 
Bavaria about the middle of the year 1776; the Se£t chief¬ 
ly attached itfelF to youth. It required a long noviciate, 
and many years for its Minerval fchools to form the 
adepts and })repare them for the degrees where the con- 
Jpiracy is entered upon. It mull have required therefore 


HISTORICAL FART. 


generation after generation to form that multitudcof con- 
fpirators whofe mar{halled cohorts rife triumphant at a 
time when Illuniinifm is ftill in its cradle/’ 

This objedlion may have appeared forcible; but at the 
period where we now ftand it folves itfelh Knigge has 
anfwered it when he enumerates that multitude of Mafons 
who have already attained the years of diferetien, and did 
nor ftand in need of thofe long trials, and who, in the pro- 
teftant countries particularly difdained the Mi nerval fchools 
only the more to Jhow their ardor to be aebniited to the 
higher degrees of the confpiracy.^ Weifliaupt foon un- 
derftood the reafon of this rapid progrefs; and it was on 
that account that he difpenfed with the feverity of the 
code and the trials of the Minerval fchool, and that he 
exhorted his Infinuators to enroll, after Knigge’s exam¬ 
ple, men ‘who could be quickly advanced to the higher 
inyfteries: Such was the new method of recruiting that 
was adopted at this period. When the Provincials men¬ 
tion the ages of their Novices, we find few that have not 
attained the age of manhood, generally of twenty-five, 
thirty, forty, and even fifty years of age, and whofe occu¬ 
pations in life denote years of diferetion. I'hus then does 
the Sedl enlift multitudes of hands that do not wait for 


* Knigge fays, that in the Catholic countries the Philofo- 
phical writings, ilie liglu of the age, (the impiety of the day) 
had not made near fo much progrefs as in Proteftanc coun¬ 
tries. This was true with refped to Bavaria; would to God 
that the fame thing could have been faid of France ! Be that as 
it may, ‘‘ I’he Minerval fchools, fays Knigge, did not take at 
all in the Proteftant countries; and in fad, fays he, fuch in- 
ftitutions could only be of ufe in Catholic countries buried 
in darknefs, and for indifFerent old-fa(hioned beings. But 
the greater the averfion fhewn by the Brethren for ihefe as- 
femblies of Novices, the more earnefily they folicited to be 

** admitted to the higher degrees.— Afit der AVmsrvai clajj'e 
^oiollte es in protejiantijcbsn larder durchaus r.ichi fort-, una 
fimlrklich * ** war auch diefe anjlalt vorzilglich nur m ferft7tjlertcn 
catbolifchen provin%e?tj und attj mittelm'djjige aitags me?tfche}i 
** an^endbar—Je nveniger absr die 77iietglieder geneigt ’ware7i 
verfamnilungen der PJianzfcimle aiizuhgeii, nvi dejlo eifriger 
drangenfie hi 7nich^ ibnen eiidiicb die hohere grade 77iitzuiheh 
lenf Phih endlicbe erkld7'U7zg^ P. 52 , jj, et pajjhii. The 
reader will not forget that Knigge fpeaks particularly of thofe 
fophifticated Mafons among whom he was making recruits, and 
who were better prepared for the myfteries than the others, 
becaufe they were more accuftunied 10 tfiefecreis of the Lodge, 
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age to enable tliem to prepare for, or even to aft when the 
day of revolution fhall be come. 

Another confideration that fliould not efcape the his¬ 
torian is, the avowal (frequently repeated by the Adepts 
in the Original Writings) that the great progrefs they 
made was in confequence of the facility with which they 
introduced themfelves into the Mafonic Lodges, and of 
the preponderance that the myfteries of Illuniinirm daily 
acquired in t-he Lodges.’’ One of the Illuminees, 
tells us, that fmce feveral Mafons and fome even of the 
moft zealous Roricrucians,have been initiated in our mys¬ 
teries, one would think that the Order had acquired new 
lije^ and a much increafed force of expanfmi or of propa^ 
gation."^ I'he Areopagite Hannibal attributes the fuc- 
cefs of his miffion to the fame caufe. In the report he 
makes of his proceedings, he begins by congratulating 
himfelf on having found Mafonic Lodges already efta- 
blifhed in the Tyrol. It was in them that he made his 
great conquefts, that he recruited Counfellors of the Re^ 
gency, Profeffors of Colleges, Counts, Excellencies, Mi- 
nifters of the Emperor, Prefidenis, Vice-Prefidents, Mas¬ 
ters of the Poft-OlHce, Counfellors of the Government, 
all enthufiafts for the new myfteries of liluminifm.- At 
the fight of fuch unexpefted fuccefs, he openly confefles 
that they are all due to the new method introduced by 
Philo-lLmgg'^, He then informs the Areopagites “ that 
« the experienced Mafons are turning themfelves on all 
“ fides in qiiejl of lights that fcarcely had he given the 
ftighteft indication of it,“ before their hearts were infla- 
“ med, and their entreaties to be initiated were moft 
preffing. That it was juft the moment for making 
great conquefts at Vienna, where there muji be more 
‘‘ "than four hundred MafonsP If at Milan he has not 
fo good a profpeft, it is becaufe no Mafonic Lodgesh2iVQ 
been eftablifiied there; but he will find fome at Cremo¬ 
na, Pavia, and other parts of Italy; and he ends by re- 
quefting that the other towns he means to vifit may be 
comprehended in the new Geography of the Seft.f 
In fliort, how does Knigge himfelf account for that 
prodigious multitude of adepts recruited in fofhorta pe¬ 
riod for Illuminifm? When I entered the Order (he 

< ^ R, Lullus*s Journal, Orlg. Writ. Vol. II. Sed. VI. 

•/f Orig. Writ. Vol. I. and II. Hannibal's four Letters, 
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« writes to Cato-X\V2ick) you were all in the dark with 
refpedl: to the Mafons of the Jiri 6 t Ohfervance* I told 
you fo, and was pofitive that among them there were 
« excellent men (for us). Spariacus believed me; and 
the event has proved it. Our beft adepts at Neuwicd, 
at Gottingueri, at Mayence,at Hanover, at Brunfvvick, 
« and in the Palatinate, tuere all formerly Free-mafons of 
« the Strict Ohfervance,"'* 

Neverthelefs, thefe conquefts on Mafonry made by li- 
luminifin do not fatisfy either P/?^/ 7 <?-Knigge or Sparta^ 
r//j-Wei(haupt. They will not even let the name of Ma¬ 
fonry exift, but as a cloak for their Illuminifm- Let us 
then confider of their new means and further fuccefies in 
the follov/ing Chapter'f ^ 

^ Utifere beften leutc in Neuwied, Gottinguen, Mainzj 
Hannover, Braunfch\veig,Pfaltz,iiDd ehemalige mitgiiederdcr 
Striven Obf^rvantz. 

f For the whole of this chapter let the Reader apply to the 
Original Writings, Vol. II. Part I. and the Reports of the Proe 
vincials (Provindal-BericheJ from P, 159 to aai* 
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?neans praSJtfed^ and ngiv conquefis made by Knlg^'t 
and Weijhanpt on Mafonry. — D'lfputes between thefe 
two Chiefs of llhoninifm ,— Their defigns on the Ger^ 
man Adafons confummated before Knigge^s Retreat. 


A^nelius 

Bode. 


N otwithstanding the immenfe number of 

Mafons that had flocked to theftandard of Illumi- 
nifm, Weilhaupt and Knigge labored under fome appre- 
henfloMS with refpedl to a new congrefs that had been ap¬ 
pointed for the following year at Willemfbaden. Knigge 
particularly dreaded that new Code and new forfn that 
was ill agitation for the Lodges. He knew that fome of 
the Brethren had been named to make a digeft of laws; 
nor could he forget, that others had received infirudlions 
from the Congrefs to gain admiflion into, and get them^ 
felves received me?nbers of all the fecret focieties^ in order 
that they might be initiated into their myjieries^ and make 
their report at the following congrefs. Left all the fruits 
of his laft million at Willemfbaden fhould be blafted in 
the bud at this new meeting, Knigge fought to-make him- 
felf acquainted with the difpolitions, with regard to his 
IJluminifrn, of the commiffaries nominated to make the 
new digeft of laws.. 

The chief of thefe commillarics was a man of the name 
of Bode, already famous in the annals of Mafonry, and 
v/ho was fo^n to become more fo in thofe of Illuminifm. 
—The fon of a common foldier of Brunfwick, he was 
brought up as fifer of a regiment, but he foon thought 
himfelf deftined to adl a higher part in the world than to 
accompany a drum with the fhriil founds of his fife.- He 
had learned to read, and was fuiEciently acquainted with 
the French and the Englifli languages to undertake fome 
tranflations. Thofe of IViftram Shandy and Yorick^s 
Sentimental Journey gained him more credit than money; 
he then fet up as a bookleller at Hamburg; but foon be¬ 
coming the widower of a rich heirefs, he abandoned trade, 
and was decorated by the Duke of Weimar with the title 
of Counfellor of EmbaflTy. At length he was declared 
Privy Counfellor to the Landgrave of Hefl'e Cafleli 



t 


HISTORICAL PART# ^ 


123 


- Created a Commander among the Templar Mafons un- 
'der the title of Knight of the Lillies of the Valley, Eques 
a Lilio convalliitm^ Bode had brought with him all that 
genius neceflary to give importance to the games of their 
Equality and Liberty, and, above all, that concern which 
impiety and independence manifeft, to difcover their inys^ 
teries in the fymbols of that fame Equality and Liberty. 
The fervices he had rendered to the Brethren may be ap¬ 
preciated by that which Knigge believed to be fo much 
to his honor, when he fays, that nearly all the little good 
that is to befomid in the fyjiem of the Stri^ Ohjervance 
is to he attributed to Bode ; or, in other words, every thing 
that alTimilated their fyftem to that of Weifliaupt. After 
having clofely fcrutinized his man, Knigge declares him 
to be advanced in years, but ftill in queft of truth which 
he had not yet been able to find, though he had been for¬ 
ty years a Miafon; he depidfs him as indifferent to all fys- 
tems, though petulent, fiery, and jealous of dominion, and 
as loving to be flattered by Princes. To this defeription 
I may add from my German Memorials, that his exterior 
was unpolifhed and almoft deformed, which, hov/ever, 
did not hinder this old Mafon from ailing the part of a 
wit and of a man of fentiment with the Ladies. They ai- 
fo deferibe him as a pedant, with an appearance of frank- 
nefs that Princes miftook for opennefs of charailer j but 
with which they might not have been fo eafily duped had 
they known, that though he fought their favor, he as cor¬ 
dially hated them as he did what he called the Muminc-- 
ries of Religion^ of Jefuits^ and of Priejls, Such fenti- 
ments muft neceffanly have endeared him to the Illumi- 
nees. Knigge more particularly courted him on account 
of the great influence he enjoyed over the German Ma- 
fonry. Thefe two men fcrutinized each other, and Knigge 
at length declares, that ^ after many mutual explanations 
he had admitted him to the degree of Scotch Knight.'^ 
Here Bode found all thofe promifes to forv/ard the views 
,of the Order, to reveal all his difeoveries on Maionry to 
his new Superiors, to inftall thellluminees in all the prin¬ 
cipal ports of the Lodges, and to embezzle their funds. 
JSlone of thefe abligations appear to' have givefl him any 
uneafmefs'y but he feared, that in the end thoie unknown 
Superiois would turn out to be jefuits and Prierts. it 
was neceffary, therefore, to remove fuch fears, and to gur.-*- 
rantee to him that thofe Superiors detciled Piicih and 
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Jefuits as much as he did himfelf.. On this condition 
« (fays Knigge) he promifed, i/?. To labor for us, and, 
“ by means of the new Syftem or Code to be formed for 
Mafonry, to throw the empire over the Lodges into our 
hands.- 7 .dly^ To put the Directories and provincial in- 
fpeCtions, in as much as depended on him, into the hands 
of the Illuminees. 3^/^, To prevail on the Brethren of 
the Strldl Objervance to fraternize with us. /\,thly^ In 
the forming of the new Mafonic Code, never to lofe 
fight of the Illuminized plan for the choice of Mafters 
or Vcnerables of Lodges. 5/^/j, To lay before the Su- 
periors all the knowledge he has acquired concerning 
“ the origin of Mafonry and of the Rohcrucians; and to 
“ caufe the DeduSfisns promifed for the Stridt Objervance 
“ to be printed at our prelTes, and to difiribute them to 
‘‘our Brethren according to agreement.”* 

Such promifes from Bode v/ere of too much confe- 
quence to be rejected by the Illuminees; he was receiv** 
ed with open arms, and, under the charaCteriftic of Jme-* 
lius^ w'as ufhered into the higher degrees. Wefliall foon 
lee how faithfully he acquitted himfelf of his promifes. 

. While Knigge was making fuch important acquifitions 
from Mafonry, Wcifhaupt w’as meditating another plan, 
that was to inilall him malter of all the Lodges of Poland* 
The Areopagite C^7^i?-Zwack received nearly at the fame 
time both Knigge’s official note relative to Bode, and the 
follov.^ing letter from Weifhaupt: “ 1 have a mind to un- 
“ dertake the Polonefe Confederation, not precifely to lU 
“ luminize them, but merely as Free-mafonry to efta^ 
“ biilh the Syjhm oj Confederate Lodge to fele 61 : the a-^ 
“ blell perfons; to get the Hart of the Strict Ohjervancey 
“ and to dcftroy it. Write immediately to Warfaw, that 
you are acquainted with feveral Lodges at Munich and 
other towns, that are willing to confederate with them 
“ on the following conditions:- iji^ That they lliould 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Phv.d*s herkht uher jo7iien; 
Jjiweh. jar.iiarY> LednSfions account of the 

C‘>nrnbutions to be deduced ‘iox the Grand Ohjervancey and af¬ 
ter v/ard to be delivered over to the Illuminees, be not meant, X 
do i.oi underhand the meaning of them. But Bode referves to 
himfelf the difci etionary power of letting other perfons parti¬ 
cipate of them; that is to fay, he wifhes to ferve the Illuminees 
witlimit appearing to have abandoned his former Brethretj.— • 
(See VoL III, oj iheje Memoirs J • - 
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acknowledge but the firft three degrees— idly^ That 
** each Lodge (hould be at liberty to have what Superiors 
and as many of them as they pleafed-^j^^*. That f 11 
Lodges (hould be independent of each other, at leaftast 
much fo as the Lodges of Germany are of thofe of Po-: 
land— ^thly^ That all their union (iiould be carried on 
by the correfpondence and vifits of the Brethren.—It 
‘‘ we can but gain that point, v/e (hall liave fucceeded ia 
all we want; /^av^ the reji to t 

“ Philo has already received inllruclions to prepare our 
Lodges of the Rhine and of Lower Saxony for this 
plan. Don't lofe a day; for both time and danger prefs.: 
‘‘ yo/m is comings and the confederation will take place 
« at V ienna before that time. The Lodge ^ ^ appears as 
if it would accede. . . Send to Warfaw the manifefto 
that is to be immediately circulated in the Lodges on* 
« the occafion. Without doubt the federation will be 
numerous. See hovj 1 can felvsc every occafion and turir 
« every ctrcumjiance to ufe. As form as you lhail get an 
« anfwer fend it to me; don’t lofe a minute. 'Fhe moft 
^ important bufmefs for us is, to eftablilh an Eclectic 
« Mafonry; if we fucceed in that, ’tis all we want. Do 
not mention our order at Warfavy; it is always defir- 
« able to gain fo efiential a point. Send all your docu- 
ments on Poland to Philo, A multitude of Lodges 
would have joined us had they not dreaded to be taken 
for blind Lodges, This arrangement will raife the diffi- 
culty. The Englifh Lodge of Edejfa (Frankfort) has 
already promifed to accede to thefe conditions. Send 
your difpatches ofF immediately for Warfaw, without 
tranfmitting them to me, that they may get there the 
“ fooner; and dtfirc an inimediate anfwer."'^' 

Though perfons who cannot gain admiifion to Wei- 
Ciaupt’s fecret councils may not forefee why he fo earn- 
eftly iiltererts himfelf in this plan for the propagation of 
his confpiracy, we may, however, remark, that Kiiiggc 
had conceived the full importance of the meafure, when a 
week after he writes to Zwack, 'lhat plan on Poland 
is a inoji majlerly blow, I have already fent my draft of 
the circular letter for the Lodges to Spartacus,'^ Ac¬ 
cording to VVeifhaupt’s plan, this circular letter was not 
intended for the Poliih Adafons alone, but was to be fent’ 

nth January, 1783. 
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to all the Lodges of the Order. It is to be found in the 
fecond volume of the Original V/ritings, and is exadly 
that medley of artifice for the feduftlon of Mafons which 
might be expedfed from its author. Knigge begins with 
a fulfome eulogy on their inftitution. He tells them, that 
their fociety zvas intended by God and fiature to reclaim 
the rights ojhumanity opprejjed^ of virtue perfecuted^ and 
of fcience degenerated. In aifory artfully intermixed with 
truth and falfehood^he endeavors to demonftratehow much 
the Order had fwerved from its grand objedl for about 
twenty years pafl. To reftore it, therefore, to its ancient 
fplendor, he invites all Brethren fired with a true zeal to 
unite with thofe iMafons who alone have remained in pos- 
feifion of the real tnyfterics, with a fociety formed for 
their prefervation about the year 1762, and whofe fpecial 
objeiSI was to oppofe the tyranny of the Brethren of the 
Stri 5 f Obfervance\ in fnort, to join a fociety which he 
declares to be compofed of the beft heads of the Order, 
and of men whofe fcience and experience would command 
the efteem and veneration of all that approached them.~ 
At length, giving the plan for his new aflbciation, In 
the new regimen admitted by thefe real Mafons (fays- 
he) we invariably hold to the firft three degrees.—Se- 
“ veral Lodges unite together in the choice of one for 
their Scotch DireSJory^ or chief place of their diftridi, 
“ to which each fends a Deputy. I'his Dire 61 :ory decides 
on money matters, overlooks objecls of ceconomy and 
“ the raifing of contributions, and grants powers for the 
“ erecting of new Lodges. Above this tribunal we have 
no Superiors who have a right to raife contributions; 
“ they are only entitled to an exadl account every three 
months of the moral and political ftateof every Lodge. 
A certain number of Scotch DireSlories ]omxx> chufe a 
Provhicial DireSiory^ three of the latter ele£l: an In- 
fpeeSfor, and three Infpedtorsv chufe the National Di- 
rcdlor. 

I'his is not the place for expatiating on what we have 
“ already done in the fileiit abodes of fecrecy, or on what 
“ we mean to do. -It will fuffice to fay, that we have 
‘‘ fchools to form the young men whom we afterward ad- 
mit into our Order, and who are deliined to labor to 
“ procure happier and more tranquil days tor the rifing 
generation. The care we beftow on thefe pupils is in 
our eyes tb^ moft honorable part of our labors. Should 
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” the Lodges wifli for any further particulars, they {hall 
‘‘ receive them from the very perfoiis who have thought 

proper to propofe this plan/'^ 

The memorials before us are not fufficiently explicit to 
enable us to decide what efFeft Zwack’s and Knigge’s 
letters produced on the Polifli Mafons. In Zwack’s notcj 
however, on t\\t prog 7 ^efs of the Brethren we may obferve, 
that the Areopage was m treaty for a Jlri^ alliance with 
the National Lodge of Poland, With refpe6I to Germa¬ 
ny, we are not left in the dark as to the fuccefs of thqfe 
artifices; but then it is to Bode particularly that fuch fuc- 
celles are attributed. Through his means it was, that 
Knigge acquired powerful proteftors with the Mafons of 
high rank, and particularly with the committee that was to 
frame the new code. - By the help of fuch proteeSlion he 
fo amazingly extended the number of the adepts, that 
Weifhaupt pretended to be alarmed, or was fo in real¬ 
ity. The defpotic founder viewed with a jealous eye 
the afeendant that Knigge was daily acquiring, and the 
great encomiums beftowed on him by the adepts in their 
^ibus Licets* Befide, his profound policy led him to 
conceive that his power would be too much divided by 
that of Knigge’s, to enfure him fovereign fway over his 
tenebrous meetings, and to preferve that unity of objeft 
and of a6lion which his proje£Is required. This multi¬ 
tude of adepts fuddenly initiated into the higher myfteries 
kept him in a ftate of continual alarm. Among thefe new 
difciples fome might be found who, not having undergone 
the necefiary trials, might expofe both himfelf and all the 
confpiracies of his Se6l to be difeovered. Though Knigge Quarrels 
had faithfully copied (as the reader has feen) all the pro- between 
fligate myfteries that Weifhaupt had invented in the de- 
gree of Epopt, yet this illuminizing chief did not fcruple 
to accufe the Baron of having weakened them; the fadl 
was, that he could not forgive him for having participated in 
the glory of founding the Order. He even pretended that 
ICnigge was privately laying the foundations of another 
fecret fociety.f Thefe refiedlions weighed fo heavily on 
the mind of the defpotic chief, that all on a fudden Knigge 
found himfelf depofed at the very inft’ant when he was 

^ Extrad from the Circular Letter, Original Writiogs, Vol» 

Ih Part II. Sea. VI. 

f Original Writings, Vol. IL Let. ao* 
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rnoft elated with his fuccefles in the fjrvice of the Or^ 
tier, 

We[fliaupt took from* him the direftion of his pro¬ 
vinces, and made him fubjeit to fome of his own pupils, 
—'Fhe manner in which Knigge received this humbling 
news cannot be better deferibed than in his own letters to 
Weifliaupt and to Zwack. The latter had attempted to 
reconcile thefe two terrible competitors, particularly by 
to throw the whole blame of their difagreements 
on Alahcmet and another brother. It is neither Maho^ 
met nor that other brother (fays Knigge to Cato)^ but 
it is that Jefuitifm of Weifhaupt, that occafions all our 
broils and difputes. It is that defpotifrn which he exer- 
** cifes over men perhaps lefs powerful jn imagination, 
art, and cunning than himfelf, but equal to him at leaft 
in good-will, prudence, uprightnefs, and probity; over 
“ men who have rendered the moft important fervices, 
without which his Order would ftill have been a piti- 
ful medley of boys. Long fince have I obferved his in- 
tention of deceiving me; but I am firmly refolved 
to make him feel, notwithftanding my exceflive pati- 
ence and obedience, that there are men who are not to 
^ be played upon with impunity. I therefore declare, 
“ that nothing can ever put me again on the fame foot- 
ing with Spartacus on which I was before; but as long 
** as I live I will do evtry thing in my power fqr the 
good of the Order\ and ye (the Areopagites), 7 ny hejt 
of frmids^ ye fhall al^-ays find me ready to obey ye in 
every thing conducive to the fame objeft/' 

After this exordium Knigge proceeds to enumerate e- 
very thing that he had done for Weifhaupt, in the per¬ 
fecting of the Code, the founding of Lodges, and the re¬ 
cruiting of Brethren, “ I had a6tualIy recruited five hun* 
dred (he continues) when he chofe to view me in the 
^ light of an indifferent being, who was ruining his af- 
‘‘ fairs by my want of reflexion. Without giving me any 
intimation, he began to correfpond with my inferiors. 
« I have feen fome of his letters to my pupils, in which 
he treats me as a novice.—At prefent I am under the 
direction of Minos^ and am to fend him my ^uibus 
Licet every month. Without being an ambitious man, 

I fee no reafon why I fhould put up with fuch affronts, 
and allow myfelf to be led like a fcholar by a profeffor 
of Ingolliadt. And certainly with refpect to him I look 



HISTORICAL PART. 


« 'upon myfelf as dirpenfed from all obedience. With re- 
s:ard to you, ready to obey the flighteft intimation of 
your wifhes, I’confent to continue to dire< 51 : the pro- 
vinces of HeJJe and Upper Saxony^ until every thing is 
“ properly organized in thofe countries, I fliall then re- 
tire, prompt, notwithftanding, to ferve you with all my 
might, either by night or by day/^ 

This letter is dated the 2.0th of January, 1783, and is 
immediately followed by another to the fame adept. The 
latter (hows how painful ic was to Knigge to abandon the ■ 
brethren; but at length he writes to Zwack, Were I 
^ to give way to an imprudent vengeance ? refledl; on thi$ 
at leaft. 

“ It was by order of Spartactis [2.\x^ Spartacus geheifs) 

“ that I wrote againfl: the ci-devant yefuijis and againft 
the R 9 jicrucians^ neither of whom had ever done me 
‘‘ any harm. It was by his orders that I fpread difienfioiis 
among the Mafons of the StriSi Ohfcy*vance^ and fe- 
duced their ableft brethren, I inftilled into them ftrong 
ideas of the antiquity, the excellence and power of our 
“ Order, of the perfe^ion of our Superiors, of the irre^ 
proachabie manners of the Brethren, of the importance 
of our myfteries, and of the fincerity and purity of our 
intentions. Many of thofe who at prefent labor moil 
efficacioully for our Order, were under conftant appre- 
henfions that we were leading them to Deifin. Little 
hy little^ hovjcver^ I do what Ipleafe. Now were I to 
inform the Jefuits and the P..oricfucians of their real 
perfecutor; were I fimply to let fome certain perfons 
into the fecret of the infignificant novelty of the Order; 
were I to inform them that I compofed parts of the de- 
grees; were 1 to tell them how I am treated after the 
many fervices I have rendered; were I to make them 
acquainted with the yefuitifrn of that man who leads us 
all by the nofe, and facrifices us to his ambition whenever 
he pleafes; were I to inform the fecret-hunters that 
« they wilhiot find that which they are in queft of; were 
I to let thofe who love religion into the fecret of the 
‘‘ founder's religious principles; were I to found the 
larm to Free^mafons concerning an afibciation fet ort 
“ foot by the Illumlnees; were I myfelf to eftablifh an 
Order on a more folid, clear, difinterefted plan, whofp 
objedi Ihould be honefty and liberty; were I to attra^ 
the many able men whom I fttn acquainted with int® 
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« this Order; were I to place certain perfons in your$ 

« who would inform me in future of every thing that was 
« tranfi(Siing in it,; were I to give a hint only in Greece 
(Bavaria) that Ihould at once difelofe the founder and 
“ his Order; were I to found the alarm to Princes by 
‘‘ means of Numenius and the Roficrucians ^tRotne (Vi- 
‘^enna):—I Ihudder at the idea! No, I will not carry 
vengeance to fuch lengths; but if I do not obtain fatis- 
facl:ion, I will take fuch fteps as niy honor requires.— 
Let me once more enjoy that unlimited confidence that 
“ [ formerly enjoyed,and then I fhall be ready to under- 
ralcb.great things for the Order again. I am perfectly 
acquainted with our people; I know what attaches each 
one to the Order, and what engines fliould be let in 
‘‘ motion either to excite theit enthu&tfm or fuddenly to 
crufli it. Once more I repeat it; if I am left at liberty 
V to a(S, I will anfwer upon my head to put the Order 
immediately in pofleliioii, meji hnporiantfecreis ; 

‘‘ 2uly, a Jlrong preponderance over the Mafons oj the 

Strict Obfervance, rather^ of means abfolutely to de~ 
^^Jiroy them\ 3dly, of a great tnfluence over the Mafons 
of Zinnendorf’s fyftem; 4th]y, Ipromife to put the Or^ 
der In poJJ'eJjtQn of great riches^ and of great power^ and 
that without making any alterations m our conjiitu^ 
^^tions:' 

So far from allowing himfelf to be foothed by thefe 
promifes, or affrighted by thefe menaces^ which Zwack 
was to tranfmit to Ingolffadt, WeKhaupt appeared to be¬ 
come more inflexible. Pie knew his agents too well;, lie 
was certain that Kniggc could never bringhimfelf to be¬ 
tray him; and indeed he mlift have betrayed himfelf in 
denouncing his chief. That adept, without doubt, might 
have deferted him and carried many of the brethren with 
him; and Weiftiaupt would have preferred fuch extre¬ 
mities rather than have had rebel adepts, particularly com¬ 
petitors under him. What care I (he writes) for all 
that multitude of unmanageable adepts who wifh to be 

‘‘‘ guided by no other rule than their fancy?’’.At 

other times he would write, “ It is by means of thofe who 
“ will obey me, that I tnuji perform mo (I ajlonijhingthlngs* 
‘‘ I anfwer for nothing when 1 meet with reliftance from 
“ my adepts; I have forefeen every thing,and 1 have pre- 
“ pared every thing. Let my whole Order go to rack and 
ruin; in three years twill anfwer. to reftore it, and that 
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to a more powerful ftate than it is in at prefcnt.—Ob- 
ftacles only ftimulate my a<!?tivit}% I know how to turn 
them to my advantage; and when people lliall thinlc 
that I am undone, even then (hall I rife ftronger than 
ever. Let that perfon leave me who thinks he can bet- 
ter himfelf elfewhere; and time will fliew whoismis- 
taken. I know how to find men more docile. I can la- 
crifice whole provinces, the defertion of a few individ- 
‘‘ u^Is, therefore, will not alarm 

Thus firm and conftant in his determination to enforce 
obedience, Weifliaupt left Knigge under an interdict; he 
continued to tranfmit all orders to him through the me¬ 
dium of his inferiors; he even fo far fet him at dtfiance, 
as to refufe to give him the watchword and the quarter¬ 
ly fign; fo that he might almoft look upon himfelf as ex¬ 
pelled the Order. If he deigned to write to him, it was 
in a tone only calculated to add to his humiliation; %id 
Knigge himfelf actually thought all his intercourfe with 
this overbearing Defpot had been broken ofF when he re¬ 
ceived a letter ftill more imperious and injurious than 
ever. Pinions anfwer is remarkable; and I will lay it be¬ 
fore my readers; not that I think it important to deferibe 
all the jealoufies and inteftine broils that may very well 
be called the rogues quarrel, but bccaufe it flioAS how 
well in the midii: of all their diiputcs thefe fellows knew 
each other, and how they drew together when the mis¬ 
fortunes of nations were in queftion; it /hows alfo hoy/ 
they vied wdth each other, and placed all their merit hi 
the defl;ru6iion or the altar and the throncj and in ha\ ing 
abufed the confidence of l^rinces; fiich were the mighty 
deeds on which they grounded their rights of pre-^end- 
nence in their dark dens of refieliion. 

This letter from Knigge to ^Yeilhaupt was written at 
fuccefiive periods during his excurfion frcim Frankfort to 
Cafiel, to Brunfw'ick, and Neuterhaufen. He begins it, 
dated at Caifel, 25th February, 1783. 

“ An unforefeen circumfiance occafions my writino-to 
you. Read my letter wiihout pafiion, with irnpartialitv, 
and as coolly as you are able. I own that, as iate cveii 
as yefterday, until I had received your Fvccllcncy’s let- 
ter 1 little thought we were ever to convfpend co-^eth- 
er again, I am perfeFtiy relolvecl to wait but for one 

Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. S, to Ca!:. 
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« more anfwer; and if it is in the fame tone that yoTJf 
‘‘ have lately taken with me, nothing fhall hinder me 
from abfolutely breaking ofF all connexion with yoiK 
Do not pretend to think that this is an idle threat. I 
am aware that you can do without mej but I ajfo know^ 
^ or am at leaft willing to think, that your confcience will 
rife in judgment againft you, if you continue without 
reafon to rejeft a man who has been your moft a6tivs 
co-operator. What am I to underftand when you fay 
that you can begin the whole over again, and that with 
new agents? To be fure you may tryj but were you 
really to undertake it, you would ceafe in my eyes to 
be that man whom I was willing to believe endowed 
with prudence. The points to which I wifti to call 
‘‘ your attention require a general view of our refpeilive 
lituations. Let us addrefs each other freely. 

Hsu have injured me; you know it; but you will 
not own it, becaufe you are afraid of lofing your con-- 
‘‘ fequence were you to fay, I have really behaved fhame- 
fully ill to that man. You wifli to perfuade both your- 
felf and others that you are indifferent to my flaying 
with you or not, for that I am not fit for fo great an 
undertaking; though you well know, that we both have 
our failingsthat men muft be taken as they are; that 
‘‘ no one would proceed far, if he were to change co-ope- 
‘‘ rators every fix months. To make fliort of thematteir, 
you would be forry to fee me abandon you, and found 
another fociety; but you are unwilling to appear to 
fland in need of me. 

Now for Me: I have not the vanity to pretend, that 
« a man of a fuperior uiiderftanding to my own fhould 
fo debafe himfclf as to aflc me pardon. But I could wifli 
you to reflecl: on the following circumftances:—I am 
certain that I have a6led according to my confcience, 
and on a folid plan. I defy any perfon to point out to 
me thofe indiferetions by which 1 am fuppofed to have 
done the Order irreparable evil. So far from it, I have 
engaged men of the moft tranfeendant merit in its fer*- 
vice. If in many hundred recruits any are to be found 
who are not exactly what they ought to be, your own 
‘‘ condudt will plead my excufe, fince you have entrufted 
“ with the government of five provinces, a perfo 7 i that 
you at prefent upbraid as a heedlefs giddy young fellow.. 
In fhort, I have adled as I ought to have done* That 
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you fliould acknowledge this, I do not defire; but I 
really wifli to fee you convinced of it. Our union Ihouid 
be grounded on a reciprocal and boundlefs confidence. 
u —If you are unwilling to grant me yours, remember at 
leaft that I am not to be led like a machine. I there- 
fore retire, not through an ill-judged delicacy, but be.* 
caufe I can be of no ufe to you, and that I know perfons 
to whom I can be of great ufe, and who place unbound.. 
‘‘ ed confidence in me. 

Now to the point: I can inform yon^ that laji night 
I brought 7 ny grand plan to afate of maturity. Mark me, 
therefore: fince I have quitted the government of my 
‘‘ provinces, great things have been the objects of my la-- 
bors^ letters^ and conferences. For this iveek pajl I 
have had here (at Caffel) feveral private interviews 
with the P— C— ot H— C— f (Prince Charles of 
Hefle Cafiel, brother in law to the King of Denmark), 
^ All this taken together has enabled me to fulfil the fol- 
lowing promifes, provided I am treated aj I think I 
am entitled to be.^* 

I'hefe promifes of Knigge are nearly the fame as thofc 
already mentioned in his letter to Cato-'Z^'^^ck. He adds, 
however, fome few points that are eflential; for example, 
he does not only promife to difeover to the Illuminees 
the real ohjeSi of Mafonry and of the Rof crucians^ but to 
make it a part oj the higher degrees of IF'eifoaupt^s mys^ 
teries. This addition is not an indifferent indication on 
the occult myfteries of Mafonry. Without having been 
a Roficrucian, Philo-Yi^n\ggQ had long applied to their 
mylteries before his admifiion into Illuminiim. He had 
ftudied them as Cotnmander and Knight Templar^ but had 
not been able to dive into their lalt myfteries. It was re- 
ferved to Bode, to that man known by all Germany to 
have been one of their moft zealous and learned Mafons, 
to initiate Knigge in thefe myfteries; and we mufi: hence 
conclude, that few of the brethren were acquainted with 
them; but no fooner are they difeovered to Philoy than 
he conceives them to be worthy of being blended with 
thofe of Weifhaupt. Thefe occult myfteries, therefore, 
of the Roficriicians can fall little fhort of the baneful ma¬ 
chinations of Illuminifm; and all that jealoufy that ftiil 
.rages between the Roficrucians and Illuminees may be 
faid to be only a rivalfhip for hireling primacy. No long¬ 
er do I pretend to difpute with Brother Dupe on the ex^ 
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iftence of thefe hideous myfteries; on the contrary, I will 
compliment him on his ftill having fufHcient virtue left 
to be refufed admiffion; but I will infift on the abfolute 
necellity atid duty of abandoning any affociation that cari * 
have nurtured the abominable and impious plots, the dis¬ 
covery of which is the caufe of fo much exultation in 
thefe arch-confpirators. 

On the fame conditions Knigge promifes Weifhanpt 
io difcover to the Order certain Jecrets of Nature^ fecrets 
(fays he) at once aftonifhing^ marvellous^ produSlive^ 
and all this without being miracles.^' He alfo fpecifies 
the means by which the liluminees are to acquire power 
and wealth; it is the liberty and a licence to trade in Den-- 
viark^ Holjteiny and otherJlates^ 'ivitb the necejfary funds 
for the enterprize. In Ihoit, his pro.niles againft theRo- 
iicrucians is accompanied with the promiie of a power¬ 
ful party againft the Jefuits. |- 

'I'his letter remained in his port-foiio until his return 
from CaflM to Erunfvvick; he there continues it on the 
loth of March: I'he D— F— of B—, (Duke Fer- 
“ dinand of Brunfwick) has call:d me to this town to 
‘^ confer with me on different fubjeiSIs. I will fay more 
“ of this on a future occafion, let us revert to the moft 
prefling bufmefs. I have already faid it, and I repeat it 
again without any difguife, here are my conditions: If 
you reftore me to your confidence, all will be termi- 
nated, and this ivhole bufmefs remains afecret between 
us. From this inftant I not only engage to attach my- 
feir ftronger than ever to the order, but I alfo promife 
and guarantee to it a power of which it can have no 
‘‘ conception. 

Should you refufe to rely on me, from that inftant 
^^ our union is diffolved; I erc6l another fociety on much 
ftronger bonds. But ho threats. I'hink of it, and weigh 
it coolly.” 

Knigge alfo takes time to refiefl; and on the 26th of 
March he continues fromNeuterhaufen: I am here a- 
gain. . . Once more I fay, if you knoiv your own inter^ 
cf the world is if not, may the confequences of 

your fcandalous proceedings fill upon you. But no; 
I ftill rely on your prudence, fate leads us admirably. I 

" Krfcaunlich und eintraglich, obgleich keine wunder. 
t nine machiige parthey gegen jefuiten. 
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« have great things before me; I have prodigious ones 
« in view.—It is in your power to partake oF them. I 
have not as yet taken a Tingle ftep againft you. 1 hope 
“ your Gonciu6l will give me reafon to write to JthenSy 
« that I had formed a wrong opinion of you.'* 

On the 27rh of the fame month another poflfcript in 
the following terms: I was juft going to fend my let- 
ter, when i received this Order, which you fend me by 
F. . . Oh! you ought not to have taken fuch a ftep, 

« You wifti then to drive me to all extremities? Upon 
“ my word you will gain nothing by it. Refle£f on the 
importance, I may venture to fa}', that 1 have given to 
your aftbeiation. Were I now to difeover to certain 
« perfons your whole hiftory, and your principles fo dan-- 
gerous for the worlds and declare that I was obliged 
to moderate them by every means in my power, who 
would not fhun you ? If^hat is your degree of Epopt in 
comparifon zvith your means of attaining a good obje^l 
(that is to fay In comparifon to the principle, 
are good zuben the end is good?) —What is it, I fay, 
« when compared with your fcandalous injuftice towards 
« Wolterand Levelling?—O! Vvdiat are men?—Good 
God! were you a Jefuit yourfelf? I tremble to think 
“ of it; but fhould than be the cafe all Hell ihould not 
fave you from my claws.” 

Lajl Pojlfcript of the 31ft: Do not hurry yourfelf 
to anfvver me. Cato may tranfmit certain things to you 
that may make you change your mind. Take care of 
yourftU cave ne cadas. '' Vengeance is a thing that I 
‘‘ {hall with great diHiculty refift.”^ 

All thefe letters depidb Knigge.as an adept determin¬ 
ed to withdraw himfelf at length from the defpotifm of 
the modern Spartacus'y not indeed to abandon his plots, 
but in order to lay the bafts of new aftbeiations of Con- 
Ipirators: In the midft of all thefe broils, it is worthy of 
remark, that the injured competitor in his letters to Wei- 
fhaupt an<l to Zwack intermixes anfwers and advice on 
every thing that can tend to propagate the Order. In his 
poftlcrlpt of the 26th of March, forgetting on a fudden 
all his anger againft Weilliaupt, he informs him, that 
Brother jeeatius folicits letters of recommendation and 
directions to the Brethren of Italy for another adept who 

^ Orig, Writ. Vol. II, Let. r, and 31 from Philo. i 
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IS going to fecond Brother Hannibal in his miflion to 
thole countrieSi This afFair (fays Knigge) is of the 
‘‘ higheft importance to the Orderi for our man is an 
excellent Scrutator; andldoaflhre you thatfpecial good 
news is come relating to the Monks of Italyi’^ Moft 
certainly^ difcontented Monks of the ftamp of Dom Ger- 
les might be found there; but before they could be en¬ 
rolled an article ot the Code which excludes them from 
the Order w^as to be difpenfed with; As I have already 
obfervedj however, Knigge was always lefs fcrupulous. 
than WeiCiaupt on the article of exceptions. In thefe 
fame letters he warns the Arcopagices to pay particular 
attention to the affairs of the Order at Vienna; and in¬ 
forms them, that he has important news from that coun¬ 
try; and with refpeiSl to Poland, though he may he ac¬ 
quainted with no perfon who could forward the federa¬ 
tion, he had people at leajl hi Livonia, And in his ofji- 
cial reports w^e find that he had a mifiionary in that part 
of Rulfia, who from fo great a dlftance perhaps might not 
fend his ^uibus Liccts exactly and monthly\ but v/ho 
would labor for the Order perliaps with more fuccefs thaa 
any of its Apoftles.^ 

Such tendernefs for the welfare of the Order, and zeal 
for the propagation of its plots, evidently demonflrates 
that Knigge, fo far from abandoning it, expelled to re- 
alTume his former rank. It appears ftill clearer in the let¬ 
ter he wrote to Cato by the very fame poll, by which he 
had fent all his menaces to Weifliaupt: I have great 
views indeed for our Order, and that makes me forget 
all the injuries I have received from Spartacus. I do 
not wifli him to own that he is in the wrong, but only 
that he Ihould know^ that the fault lies with him.” The 
letter ends by conllituting judge of the con tell, f—»• 
Weilhaupt needed no more to convince him that this 
warfare would terminate to his advantage. He did not 
wilh to lofe Philo^ but Hill lefs could he bear him as a 
rival. “ If Philo (Weilhaupt fays to Zwack) will return 
‘‘ to me, and confefs that he is in the wrong, he will find 
‘‘ me fuch as I formerly was in his regard. But for your 
‘‘ part do not'lhow the leall eagernefs to reclaim him. I 
willi to prove to him that I can do without him; his 

* Aber er wild wlirken wie noch keiner gewurkt hat. 
f Woriibsr fie, befster Catol Richter feyn nipgen. 
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vanity muft not be flattered; he wants to be entreated5 
and it is exadly for that reafon that he fhould not be 
entreated.—If he has the good of the caufe at heart, he 
will return of his own accord, and I will receive him 
with open arms.”* 

Th^goodof the caufe^ as Weiftiaupt calls it (that is, the 
propagation and triumph of Illuminifm with all its impi¬ 
ous plots), was evidently as dear to Knigge as to him- 
felf. This mutual bias to crime reconciled them together 
again, at leaft, for a fpace of time fufficient to acquire for 
Illuminifm the greater part of that authority which Knigge 
had promifed to the Areopagites. It is true, that he tells 
us he had obtained his difmiflion, and an honorable tefli- 
mony of his fervices. It may be a fac^ that he received 
his difmiflion, as he fays, on the exprefs conditions, that 
he would never undertake any thing detrirnental to the 
interefts plans of the Illuminees ; that he would keep 
a profound iilence with refpeft to the fecrets of the Breth¬ 
ren; that he would never do any thing that could com¬ 
mit the fuperiors, and not even fo much as name themjf 
but certain it is, that the date coincides with the time of 
the difcoveries made at Munich, which mull have induc¬ 
ed him to take fuch precautions as he judged neceflary 
to avoid being implicated with the other chiefs of the Il¬ 
luminees. He declares that he received his conge on the 
firfl: of June, 1784, and the firft decrees ifiiied by the E- « 
leftor of Bavaru againft Secret Societies bear date of the 
twenty-fecond of the fame month. Four months after we 
fee-Knigge mentioned by Weifhaupt as an adept, 
without the leall allufion to his retreat, and this may cre¬ 
ate fome doubt at leall as to the date. Whatever may 
have been the cafe, fourteen months elapfed fiom the time 
of their grand difputes, till that when Knigge declares he 
broke off all conne6lion with the Illuminees. Hereafter 
we fhall fee what is to be underllood by this pretended 
derelidlion of his former Brethren. It is however certain, 
that during thofe fourteen months, he but too well enti¬ 
tled hirnfelf to the gratitude of the Sect by the new ler- 
vices he rendered, and more particularly by his intrigues 
with Bode, by means of which he coafummated Wei- 

S 

* Original Writings, VoL II. Letter 14. 
t' Seme obetri-weder zu nennen noch zu compromhtiren. 
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fhaupt’s plan of confederation or of intrufion in all the 
iodgcs or Germany. 

The The grand obftacic to thefe plans was the jcaloufy of 

r^nnn ot tlie Roficrucians, of the Brethren of the Stri^ Obferv* 
Ibns^'i^nd FhilahtcSy calling theriifel ves the Theofo- 

I'iur.iVrees illuminees. But the acquifition of Bode; Knigge's 

cciniaued. irequent vifits to their Highneffes the Duke Ferdinand 
of Bi unfw^rck and the Prince Charles of HeOe- CalTd; 
the manner in vvliich he impofed on thefe two chiefs of 
German Mafoiiry; the influence acquired by Philo thro* 
the means of Bode over the Commiflaries who were nam¬ 
ed at Wiilemfbaden to frame* the lavv^s, are circumftances 
more than fuffleient to account for his fuccefs in fpite of 
inch numerous opponents. When Bode was thoroughly 
convinced that Illuminifm, fo far from being an invention 
of Jefuits and Prierts, was no other than a moft determin¬ 
ed conf[)iiacy againfl: Princes and the Priefthood, which 
be equally hated; when he beheld the means of its deve¬ 
loping themfeives in the degrees of Epopi and of Regenty 
he then had no other view than to perform the promife 
he had made to Knigge, to dedicate his life entirely to the 
lervice of the Order, and particularly have its interejh 
at heart in the jraming of the nevj Code* Never was 
promife more religioufly kept, nor attended with greater 
luccefs. With refped to thofe Brethren whofe antique 
myfleries perpetually recalled to their minds Equality and 
Liberty, nothing could be more feducing than Knigge’s 
circular letter on Eclc 6 iive or Elective Mafonry. Many 
Lodges had of their own accord acceded to his federation. 
Bode introduced its laws into the new Majonic Ritual, 
It was on feeing thefe laws that the Alafon who beft fore- 
fa w their confequences exclaims, in the bitternefs of his 
heart: Oh, my Brethren! Ac what point fhaii I be- 

* gin, or where lhall I end, when I fpcak to you of that 
M Bode known among the Illuminees by the name of v/- 
melius c’ Judge, my Brethren,of the important, I would > 
fay difa.flrous fervices he went to render them; he, who 
iias been in habits of intimacy with fo many of our 
Brethren; he who had taken fo great a lead in molt of 
our.genera! meetings; he, w'ho,. under an alFecfationof 
good nature and of German uprightnefs, concealed a 
heart replete with the moft heinous impiety, and afran- 
tic cnthufiafm for Naturalifm; he, again, who had tak- 
cn oficacc at ihe Brethren of the Strici Olfervame 
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caufe they had not fatiated his ambition. What an ac- 
quifition in all refpedts was this man for the Illumi-i 
nees!—His firft efforts were directed againfl: us. He 
a«5led where Knigge could not gain admittance. It tvas 
^ through his tneans that the lUmiincss gained their as- 
tendency in the ne%v fyffem that was to have been . 

hlijhed at Wllleinjbaden^ that they gained admittance 
into our DireTories \ and that they fucceeded in frater^ 
nizing zvith the greater part of' our Brethren of the 
SitriSf Ohfervancci His Infinuator Knigge had lefthitn 
no alternativ'e but to bring over Free-mafonry to this 
^ unfortiinate'alliance, or to crufti the Brotherhood. To 
the aftonifhment and grief of every true Mafon, it was 
^ by the combined efforts of Bode and Knigge, that the 
greater part of the Lodges throughout Germany were 
tainted, and infefted with this baneful Illuminlfm.’^^ ^ 

• I often meet with fimilar avowals and lamentations in 
the different letters and memorials that I have received 
from German;Mafons, heretofore zealous for the honor 
of their Brotherhood,' but now lamenting the intruiion of 
the Bavarian peft among them. ‘Some few Lodges, how¬ 
ever, held out againft it.- That of Berlin, called of the 
Thfee Globes^ in 17B3, publiflied a circular letter, ana¬ 
thematizing all Brethren who fhould pretend to degrade 
Frec-mafoiiry fo as to transform it into a fociety of men 
confpiring againft their God and their country. Whe¬ 
ther this Lodge had not been initiated into the laft myfte- 
-ries of the Roficrucians and other confpiring "degrees, or 
whether this anathema was but a fliam, the'circular let¬ 
ter had but little effetSb. The intriifion continued, and 
became fo general, that the illuminizing SetSt in its in-. 
ftruiStions’to the Direliing llliwiinces makes ufe of the 
folio wing‘formidable expreflions: Of all the legitimate 

Lodges in Germany^ there is only on'E that has not 
coalefced with our Superiors^ and this J^odge has been 
obhged to fufpend its labors.”f ’ 

■ . This declaration does not imply that the greater nunt- 
ber of the Brethren werealrekly illuminized, but only de¬ 
notes that the Superiors, whether Maflen^ JVardens^ or 
Treafurers^ of almofb every Lodge had entered into the 
federation with Weifhaupt.—But what an awful afpecl: 

* Dlfcouffe of a Matter on the ultimate fate of Free-mafoory. 
f Degree of Direding Illuminee, Se<fi. 3 , No. 5 . 
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does this fubterraneous power prefent!—A multitude of 
emiffaries and agents difperfed throughout the tenebrous 
recefTes of Mafonry. The Superiors once gained over, the 
Lodges would make but a feeble and ftiprt refiftance. • 
The greater part of thefe fuccefles were to be attribut¬ 
ed to P^;7<9-Knigge; neither did he hide thofe pretenfions 
that could indicate the rival, Weiftiaupt could not brook 
the moft diftant appearance of rivality; new contefts a- 
rofe between the two chiefs. Knigge at length abandoned^ 
or pretended to abandon, the Order. It does not appear 
that Weilhaupt fhowed the leaft regret. His power Teem¬ 
ed to be built on foundations that could not be fliaken by 
any ftorm:—it was no longer confined to a corner of Ger¬ 
many.^ The Danube and the Rhine^could no longer 
bound it. In the North and the Eaft he had his emiffa- 
ries, in Holland, Poland, and Livonia.f' His apoftles irt 
the South had already advanced from Milan to Venice.J 
On the Wefi: he was beginning his attacks on France by 
the way Qf Strafbourg.§ ‘ But juft at this period was pre¬ 
paring that ftorm which in the annals of the Sedl (hail be 
called the Third Epoch. 

• 

* That the reader may form a clear and precife idea of the 
manner in which ihefedifferent Lodges and llluminees on iheir 
fereral mifEons correfponded with their chief, I think it right 
to fubjoin the Geographical and Political Chart of the Se£t, 
fuch as it was drawn out by Knigge in the Original Writings. 
I know this plate only comprehends Germany, and that with¬ 
out the Auftrian Provinces, “ becaufe (fays Knigge) theBreth- 
ren of thofe Provinces have petitioned to have afeparate Nation- 
al DireBori** Bat every reader can apply a fiimilar one to 
any other ftate. To complete it, I have added Weilhaupt in 
direft communication with the Areopagites, and the latter with 
the National Directors.—A very flight infpeftion willfufficeto 
fliow, how inftru<51ions, communications, &c. pafs to and frona 
the General, down to the Scotch DireAories, and from the lat¬ 
ter to the lowed individual of Illuminifm. 

f Philo's Bericht. 

j See Juridical Depofitions made at Munich. 

§ Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 23, to Cato, 28th Jan¬ 
uary, J 783 . 
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CHAP. VII. 


Third Epoch of IHumintfiru 
Difcovery of the SeSf. 

I T was not without reafon that Weifliaupt had exprefs- 
ed his apprehenfions as to the precipitate manner in 
which Knigge had admitted fo many candidates to the 
myfteries of the Sc6l: on the other hand, Knigge might 
with equal reafon upbraid Weifiiaupt with want of pru¬ 
dence in recommending to the adepts fuch books as thofe 
publiflied under the name of Boulanger; and thus difclo- 
fing his atheifm previous to the laft myfteries.* Butfuc- 
tefs' had fo emboldened Weifhaupt, that he kept no far¬ 
ther referve on the fcore of religion, even with his Mi- 
nerval fcholars; and fo early as the year 1781, the court 
of Bavaria entertained fome fufpicions of this new SetSl. 

It had even ordered certain inquiries to be made; but the 
Illuminees had art enough to bafHle thefe inquefts.f— 

Left, however, any enquiries Ihould at any future time 
take place, Weiftiaupt bethought himfelf of making the 
Eledtor the tutelarly adept of his confpiracies. I am of 
opinion (would he write to his Areopagites) that in |ng ^ny 
order to ftrengthen ourfelves, you fhould fend a depu- procefs. 
‘‘ ration to the Eledlor, to offer him the Prote£l:orate of 
the Ecledlic Lodges. The Brethren Ulyffes^ Apollo^ 
and fomV others of the moft diftinguiftied members, 
even Celfus for inftancc, might be deputed for this pur- 
“ pofe. Should the Prince accept it, we fhall be effedtu- 
“ ally fkreened from any future perfecution, and nobody 
will then be, afraid of joining you, or of frequenting 
‘‘ your Lodges.’’J 

The reader may eafily judge how fuch a deputation 
would have tjeen received by the Eledfor, when he is in¬ 
formed of the manner in which he had formerly received 
a fimilar propofition while refiding at iManheim. One of 
his minifters at that time, under a far more plaufible pre- 

Original Writings, Vol. II- Let. a, from Philo to Cato^ 
f Ibid. Let. i, from Epi^etus. 
t Orig. Writ. Let, i, to Epi^efus, 7th Feb. 1783. 
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tence, propofed to him to call to his court the moft famous 
Philofophers of the daj, and to grant penfions to thefe 
pretended great men, after the example of Lewis XIV. 
who had been the^protedtor of the learned men of his age. 
The glory of fuch an undertaking feemed at firft to flat¬ 
ter the*Prince^ but on confulting men of real learning he 
foon perceived that fuch.a mcafure would only end‘in 
multiplying a Sect equally inimical to their God and 
their country; and Charles Theodore -would no Jonger 
hear of the Prote^lorfhip of Philofophifm. This anec¬ 
dote was ferit to' me by a perfon who heard it from the 
t^cry'ibinifter that had made the propofition to the Elector. 

It is not underflood how the court of Munich acquired 
its flrft knov/ledge refpe 61 :ing Illuminifm; the informa¬ 
tion it received was not fufHcienily explicit indeed to de- 
fcribe the fpirit of the'Sedf, but it gave a general idea of 
the danger of fecret focieties. On the 22d of June 1784, 
His EleCforal Highnefs piiblifhed an Edi6t abiolutely for¬ 
bidding all fecret communities^ focieties^ and cpnfraternl^^ 
ties^ other than thofe by law dfabliflied. The unconta¬ 
minated Mafons fhut up their Lodges; the^lHuniinized 
Mafoiis/whd had many of their adepts about the co’url^ 
thought thcmfelves ftrong enough to bid defiance to the 
Edidt, and continued their meetings. A work puhliftied 
by Mr.'‘Babo, a Proftilbr at Munich, entitled Ihe fii'Ji 
JVarniiig on Free-inafonry^ began to difclofe more clearly, 
the plans of the new adepts. Soon after the Count Jo- 
ieph Torring made a more vigorous attack oh them. I'he 
Illuminees not only wrote apologies in anfwer to tHefe 
attacks, but fet many other engines to work, the artifice, 
of which cannor be better deferibed than by Weifhaupt’s, 
own letters to his adepts. 

Liften for a moment to my advice, (he writes on the 
iBch l^cccmber, 1784). If any inquiry be fet on foot, 
of opinion that none of the Chiefs fhould fufFer 
themfclvcs to be led into the deta'il and particulars of 
the Order; and they mull pofitivcly declare, that no 
power on earth fhould force them to make any dlfcove- 
lies excepting to the Eleclor peifonally: the two de- 
grecs of the higher inyilerics flioukl tlicn Be fubnutted 
to him. At icall fach thall be the Hue of conduct which 
I u’!]| hold, if ever I am called upon. You will then 
fee what a happy turn oiir affairs will take. You have 
read what Brother D . thought of the firft degree. 
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I am certain the ElecSior will view it in the fame light. 
I place all my hopes in the goodnefs of my caufe. Bold- 
“ ly and without the leaft apprehenlion, 1 can declare be- 
forehand, that if I am to fall it flial) be in an honorable 
“ manner, though it were to coft me my head. Deport 
‘‘ yourielves in the fame manner, and inftil courage into 
“ the others. This is an admirable opportunity of ihew- 
‘‘ ing your magnanimity^ do not let it pafs by without 
‘‘ avail. 1 have mentioned iny plan for the Eledtor to Bro- 
ther Cromwell^ and he augms fortunately from it:—but 
‘‘ he very well knows that {'uch a meafure will only be 
reforted to in the laft extremity.” 

What an extra(pMinary mode of defence mufl this ap¬ 
pear to thofe who do not know that thefe two degrees 
which he intended to Oiov/ to the Elector were the cor- 
redted ones, I'uch as he had prepared for Princes and ^cer¬ 
tain other candidates who w^ould have beeji difgufted v/ith 
them in their real (late. Sometimes the whole of th:it 
part'relating to the myfteric^, and the difeourfes of the 
Hierophants, were retrenched, and nothing but, the idle 
ceremojiial preferved, A fecund letter of Weifhaupt’s to 
his Areopagites dated the 2d February 1785, will more 
clearly explain the whole of this artifice. “ My Brethren 
(he fays), the fiep you are going to take is proper, and 
fuch as the circumflances require. The Memorial of 
our Menelaus (Werner, Counfellor’at Munich) is 
very fine and very judicious. I only wlfii you to add, 
“ that you will fliow your degrees to Jiobody but to the 
‘‘ Eledtor; and thofe that may be fubmitted to his inlpec- 
tion are—ift, The Novice', 2dly, The Minerval-, 
3diy, The Minor lUuminee. [^Nota Z'tv/^,that the words 
dummjler nionch (ftupid monk) are to be changed into 
duimnjler menfeb (ftupid men]. 4chly, I'he //- 

haninee entire, except thefe words, which you w'ill ef- 
face: the Priejh and had Princes are in our way, 
5thly, The Directing llluTnincc but in this degree 
you will only fiiow the ceremonial of the reception, and 
my difeourfe ; rM a word of the reft. 6thly, The de- 
“ gree of Priefi or Epopt', here you will only fow our 
infir unions that relate to fciences \ and you will care- 
^^.Juliy read thofe over,lefi any allufion or reference to the 
reft fhoiildfubftfi. 

As all the packets for Ephefus (Ingolfiadt) are open* * 
ed, I plainly fee thap I am tha peifon at whom they aim. 
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‘^To-morrow I will write to Alfred (the minifter Seln- 
“ Iheim) ; and that letter will inform the court before- 
‘‘ hand how I mean to behave on this occafion. Openly 
declare to the Elector, that the Order Is a produce of 
“ his own jxates^ and that I a?n the author of it* Then 
the whole affair will turn upon me j but I am much 
miftaken if they will proceed to a perfonal inqueft until 
they have further proofs, which can only be acquired 
“ by opening the lettejs. Show yourfelves, great, firm, 
and undaunted. My conduct will prove to you what I 
• can be* In the inftru6tion for the degree of Epopt take 
“ great care of that part that relates to Hijhry ; leave 
^ nothing that can lead to the difcovery of the theft com^ 
‘‘ 7 nitted on the Archives.^^ 

He is dis" All this artifice, however, proved ufelefs. The court 
covered had acquired lufficient proofs to take fuch fteps againft 
the hero of the Se6t as prudence might require. A few 
* ^ ^ * days after be had written thefe inftrudtioJis to his Areo- 
pagites, he was dirmiffed from his chair of Profeflbr of 
Lav/s in the Univerfity of Ingolftadt; only, however, 
as a famous Mafier of Lodges^ and as difobedient to the 
Edicf fupprefiing all fecret focieties. 'Fhe myfteries of 
his Lodge had not yet tranfpired; it was only known, 
that feveral members of his llluminifm, difgulted with 
his dodfrines or his plans, had abandoned his Lodges as 
early as 1783. Among others were to be found Co- 
SANDEY a Prieff, and the Abbe Renner, both of them 
Profeffors of the Littercs butnaniores at Adunich. But, 
great as might be the horror which they had conceived 
of what they had feen of the Se6f v/ithout having attain¬ 
ed the grand myfteries, it does not appear that they had 
as yet taken any fteps againft it; at leaft they had not 
given fuch details as might direft the arm of the law. On 
the 30ch March 1785, however,they received afummons 
Juridical from His Eledloral Highnefs, and from the Bifhop of 
rions^of Ereyringuen,to appear before the Tribunal of the Ordina- 

two Illu« ry,and there to declare whatever they might have obferv- 
minets. Se6f of Illuminees contrary to religion and good 

morals. Nobody, even then, had the leaft idea that the 
confpiracy was pointedly directed againft the government. 
Melifs. Cofandey and Renner made their depofitions, 
the one on the 3d the other on the 7 th of April follow¬ 
ing. I muft- give extra£ts from both, though perfectly 
agreeing with each otlier. That made by Mx* Cofandey ^ 
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js more ample on the principles of the Illuminees, while 
Mr. Renner defcends more particularly into their confti- 
tution and the education of their pupils. I fhaii therefore 
begin by an extract from the latter j and then revert to 
that made by Mr. Cofandey^ 

^aridical Depofition made hy the Profejfor Renner 072 
the Illu 7 ninees* 

After having ftated the orders he had received to ap • 
pear before the Tribunal, and the fubject on which he 
was to give eyidepce, Mr. Renner begins by declaring 
that 

The Order of the Illuminees muft be diftinguifhed 
from that of the Free-mafons. But this diftindtion is a 
f' fecret to mere A^afons, as well as to Illuminees of the 
Minerva] degree. I was myfelf in the dark refpefting 
it, until, after a long trial, they thought proper to ad- 
vance me to the degree of Minor tllumirice^ the firll 
degree in'which they take the name of llliiminee. i 
was even conflituted Superior oyer ‘4 fmall number of 
the Brethren.-^ ^ 

Here the deponent, who thought he was to become a 
Mafon on his firft entrance into the Se< 5 t, learns that he 
is not yet one; and tells us, that many of the Brethren 
had complained heavily that they had not been admit¬ 
ted as yet to the Intermediary Degrees,^ Ke hiinfelf 
is admitted to them, and does not find them fatisfa6io- 
ry : but he adds, The advantage I reaped from them 
was, that I difcovered the benefits which the Order de- 
riveil from Free-mafonry. The Illuminees fear no- 
thing fp much as to be known under that name. They 
alFume the cloak of Mafonry, only bccaufe they believe 
themfelves more fecure when maficed under the appear- 
M ance of an afibciation that is looked upon as iiliignifi- 
cant.—rThe Mafonic Lodges, according to their cx- 
prefRon, only contain the drof^ of the people (der trofs 
von leuten) or the bulk of the army, among whom a 
few perfons may be found, that may look upon thein- 
‘‘ felves as very happy, after long and fevere trials, to be 
fecretly admitted into the fandtuary of the Order. All 
f^’the other Free-mafons, Apprentices, Fellow-crafts, and 
Mafons, are to content themfelves with idle ceremo- 
nieS;^ and remain under the yoke, either becaufe their 
T 
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eyes are not ftrong enough to bear the light, or becaufe 
their love for the Order, and their fecrecy, two elTeniial 
reqaifites in every adept, cannot be fufficiently depend- 
ed on. When once they are condemned to linger in 
obfcurity, they can never have hopes of rifing to the 
rnylieries 5 and this is exprefl'ed by the fuperiors in the 
following fentence. Ex inferno nulla eji Redemptio. , 
fvleantirne thefe Mafons, without knowing itj arc 
under the diredtion of the Illuminees, who reap £:reat 
‘‘advantages from-their reputation and their riches.— 
‘‘ 7 'hefe men (fay the Superiors) are fufficiently recom- 
peiifed by being admitted to converfe with the adepts of 
light, and to learn enough from fuch converfations to 
appear enlighted to the prophane. 

'The Illuminees, who at firft only fliow themfelves 
under the appearance of a literary fociety, gave them- 
fclvcs the following conftitution: Their Order is fub- 
divided into different claffes, called degrees^ becaufe the 
light expands itfelf according to thefe claffes.—The firft 
‘‘ degree is a fort of Noviciate, though every perfon re- 
ported as infinuated^ and recommended by fome mem- 
ber of the Order as worthy of being admitted, muft 
have been prepared and inftrudled to a certain point by 
his Infmuator or Recruiter. It is a conftant rule in the 
Order, that every Candidate Ihould undergo a year’s 
trial, that his Infmuator may obferve him accurately, 
‘‘ accof <^ing to the regulations of the Order, and in a 
bus Licet draw an exaft pidlure of his perfon, his cha- 
racier, his talents, and his conduci. If the Candidate 
is judged to be worthy, he is admitted into the clafs of 
Preparations. —In niy time there were two of this na- 
ture, called Churches. Each was direfted by four menj 
‘‘ formii}g what was called the Magijiracy,' They were 
the superior.^ the Cenfoi\ the Treafurer^2S\^ the Secret 
tary\ and all thefe were adepts of higher degrees.—. 
We held at leaf! one meeting every month, at which 
all the members of the fame Church were to attend, to 
give their Superiors a fealed letter direcled ^lihus Li^ 
cct.^ iSW/,or containing an exadl ftatement of the 

coiidudfjdircourre, &c. of thole whom they had cbferved 
“ during the month. 

“No member is difpenfed from thefe ^ihus Licet5^ 
which afeend from Degree to Degree, and are only open- 
“ eU by thofe wIjO have aright to read them* The other 
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** occupations of the meeting were,"after fonie ceremonies, 
^ to read the ftatutes, a few paffages from the ancient Phi- 
^ lofophers, and a difeourfe on various fubjedls, compofed 
by the different members in rotation. As the Brethren 
in general do not like religion, the greater liberty the 
writer ufes on that fubjeft, he is the more applauded, 
and acquires a higher reputation of being enlightened. 
Sometimes, however, the prefence of certain brethren, 
cither feeble as yet, or not to be entirely depended upon, 
‘‘ caufe the Superiors at fuch leftures to give figns of ap- 
parent difl'atisfadtion. It would be a violent breach of 
^ their policy to give way to intemperate language, and' 
to exprefs the principles of the Order too openly, as 
each member might look upon fuch talk as a part of 
their fyfteiTi. 

To avoid fufpicion, and to attain their ends more cer- 
tainly, they hold weekly meeting?, whence all ceremony 
‘‘and conftraint is difearded. Here the pupils hold dis- 
“ putations among themfelves on all forts of fubjedls. It 
“ is on thefe occafions that the fuperiors, and thofe who 
have imbibed the true principles of the Order, fneer at 
“ what they call Religious Prejudices^ for in their lan- 
“ guage every thing that can obftruct their views are/ir^- 
judices. It is then that by means of the mofi; feducins; 
“ fubterfuges they reprefent their principles in fuch poign- 
“ ant language, that the moft timid, encouraged by their 
“ example, and purified from all drofs and religious pre- 
“ judice, become perfectly like the reft. He that can 
“ withftand fuch artifice is a man loft in the eyes of the 
« Order. 

“ That which made the greateft impreftion on me, a- 
“ mong the lllumlnees, was certainly their method of 
“ binding down their adepts and fubduiiig their minds.— 
“ They extoll the greatnels and power of the Order; they 
“ fpeakof its dignity with the utmoft refpe6I; they ftua 
“ you with the moft magnificent promifes, and allure you 
“ of the protedlion of great perfonages ready to do every 
“ thing for the advancement of its members at the re- 
“ commendation of the Order; till at length each pupil 
really confiders, or appears to confider, the intereft of 
Illuminifin as his own, and views all the propofitions 
« and orders he receives from his fuperiors as duties which 
he has to fulfill. Should a pupil under this idea have 
« tlie misfortune to declare, in a ^dbus Licet^ a Primoy 

# 
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« or a Solis Tome mifcohdu£l: of his own, or fome feGrct 
«« that he has been entrufted with or that he has extorted^ 
“ from any body, the unhappy confident is loft to him- 
‘‘ felf, for he thenceforth belongs wholly to the Sedl:.— 
When once they have thus tied him down, they affumc 
“ a very different tone with him.. They care very little 
about him; ‘ He may abandon us (they fay), we ftand in 
no farther need of him.’—I do not think that any one has 
yet dared or will ever dare to ftiow the leaft difeontent^ 
much lefs a defire to quit the Order; efpecially if he 
reflefts on the dictatorial threat, It Jhall be in vain for 
any prince to pretend to fave him who Jhall dare to be-- 
tray us,* 

“ They feledf their pupils with great caution^ and only 
entice into their Order thofe whom they think can be 
ufeful to the attainment of their ends. St^tefmen, per- 
V fons diftinguifhed by rank or fortune, archivifts; coun- 
fellors, fecretaries, clerks, profeffors; abbes, preceptors, 
phyficians, and apothecaries, are always welcome candi- 
“ dates to the Order. 

T’he degree of Major Illumlnee is, if I may make u(b 
of fuch an exprefiion, a fchool in which the candidate is 
trained like a true Bloodhound,^^\ 

Here the deponent relates their method of watching 
their adepts, and of deferibing^ both them and the pro- 
phaue. He alfo mentions fome few of the* thoufand oi 
fifteen hundred queftions that are to be anfwered on th^ 
charadter, the habits, &c. of any perfon whom an adept is 
ordered to ferutinize. He then continues: 

This method of enlightening the pupils always goes 
on increafing in every degree. A brother may know 
thofe of his clafs and thofe of an inferior one; but, un-t 
lefs his Superiors have conferred on him the commifiioii 
of Diredtor, Vifitor, or Spy, all other adepts are, in their 
language, invifible to him. This, v/ithout doubt, is the 
“ point that conftitutes the great ftrength of the Order* 
“ The chiefs^by this method, watch an inferior without be- 
1 ng known; they know how far he is devoted to the Or- 
der and true to his fecrecy; and a point of ftill greater 
importance is, that in cafe of any explofion, (of which 
they have been long apprehenlive),and on ail occafions, 

Kein Fiirft Kann den fehiitzen der uns verrath* 

T Wic die wahrea fpiirhunde abgerichtct werden. 
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they can fupport the brethren without any one enter- 
taining the leaft fufpicion of their being conne< 5 led with 
the fyitem, fince they are unknown even to the Bre- 
*5 thren, and of courfe to the prophane. 

There are men^ and they may be eafily dzfcerned^ whs 
defend the Order (of Illuminil'm) with great wai'mth^ 
though they do not declare themfelves to belong to It.— 

« Sud^ conduct certainly deferves a little animadveriion. 
EitheV thefe defenders belong to the Order^ or they do 
not; if they do not, can they pretend to defend that 
« which they neither know nor have any pofTibility of 
knowing. If they belong to the Order, that very cir- 
cuniJliance renders them unworthy of belief, though they 
fhould adduce as proofs fome few works thrown out to 
baffle any attempt to inveftigate the plan of the Order, 
or fliould proteft on their words of honor when they 
fpeak fo highlyvin its praife* When a perfon comes fe- 
riouily to conhder the impoflibility of knowing any 
thing of illuminifm but by being a member of it, and 
when we compare the many advantages derived from 
their invifbilify; if we fhould be tempted to draw 
any conclufions on thefe defenders, we might (and that 
without reafoning ill) fuppofethey belonged themfelves 
to the Order, and to that particular fpecies of adepts 
‘‘‘ which the llluminees term invjfhlsd'^ 

After having thus given as much*of the general plan 
ef the llluminees as he could know without having been 
admitted to the higher degrees, the Deponent comes to the 
principles which the Superiors wifli to inculcate in their 
pupils; and in the hrfl: place he mentions the follow'ing, 
of which they have mads a fort of proverb: 

* XJnd zwar von iener artder verfchwundenen, wie man fie 
in der ordens fpiache nennt.—Were I to requeft certain £n- 
j^Iifh reviewers, and particularly Dr. Griffiths, or his afliOants 
in the Monthly icmVw, to read and weigh this obfervation of 
the German deponant, thofe gentlemen might perhaps wifhto 
retort it on me; bii<t let them recoiled:, that when men who 
have aflbeiated with robbers are feen to depofe againff them, 
or v/hen the writings of confpirators are produced in evidence, 
a'perfon may eafily prove their criminaliiy without being an • 
accomplice. Bat you, Gentlemen, who were not with them, 
yet pretend to prove their innocence, will your afTerticn inva¬ 
lidate the evidence of eye and ear witneiTes ?—if you are of 
iljeir party, all that can be concluded from your denials Is, 
that you are ftill very hiithful and much devoted to them, (ince 
in their defence you refill the demonflration of evidence. 
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Tous les Rois et tous les Pretres 
■ Sont des Fripons et des iraitres.^ 

. ^ - V 

With regard to Suicide^ the Superiors preach it to their 
brethren to prepare them for more tempejluous^ times ,— 
They have the art of reprefenting fuicide as fo eafy, and 
fo advantageous in certain circumftances, that I fhould 
not be furprized (fays Mr. Renner) to fee fome adept 
“ carried away by the lure of a certain voluptuoufnefs which 
“ they pretend to be peculiar to fuicide; and they even 
pretend to prove their afl'errions by examples. 

“ But of all their deteftable principles the moft danger- 
“ ous in my judgment is this : The end jnftifies the ineansi 
In confcquence of this morality, and according to 
THEIR coNSTANT;PKACTICE, the mere fufpicion that 
a man will at any future period be in a pofition to ob- 
ftru6I the views of the Order will be a fufficient reafon 
to calumniate him, however virtuous he maybe. They 
will cabal to drive one man out of his place; they will 
poifon another; a third they will aflaffinate; in Ihort, 
they will do any thing to attain their ends. Suppofe the 
‘‘ crime of the Illuminec Ihould be difeovered, he always 
has the Patet-exitus as a refource. It is only a ball 
through the head^ and he efcapes the rigor and ignomi- 
ny of the law.*’ 

Mr. Renner next alludes to what the Se6l calls its Mo* 
ral Governufcnt or Cominijfton of Morals^ or its Fijcah 
M'his commiffiort is a college formed of the moft able 
, “ and honeft men, that is in their language, of men chiefly 

“ belonging to the clafs of Invifibles^ and who, enjoying 
‘‘ the confidence of the fovereign, would, according to the 
‘‘ vices of their commillion, inform him of the morals 
and honeftv of each of his fubjedls; but as probity is 
“ necelFary to fulfil the divers ftations of the ftate, each 
“ pei fon ftiould be prepared beforehand for the office he 
“ is to occupy. An admirable plan! But fhould they ever 
accomplifh it, ftiould their rule ever be adopted, what. 
“ would become of all thofe men who did not belong to 
Illuminifm ? Happily, the plan is difeovered in time; 
otherwife they might have verified what a Superior juft 
returned from vlfiting a Superior of a higher degree 
had foretold ; All the^ Pojis once properly pilled in fuc^ 


* All kings and ail priefts are rafcals and traitors. 
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cejfion to each other yjbould the Order he compofed of hut 
^yjix hundred members^ no pozver on earth could refill 
« thcmd^ ^ , 

Mr. Renner finifhes by declaring^ that he is unacquaint¬ 
ed wit/i the ultimate obje^l of the Order; that the Supe¬ 
riors were perpetually talIcing of that objecSl, but never 
mentioned what it was. He believes it to be of the ut-r 
mofl confequencej but he leaves every one free to con¬ 
ceive, after what he has faid, how that obje<Sl: can accord 
with the civil and religious duties. He affirms on oath 
the particulars contained in the above declaration, and 
which he leaves written and figned by his own hand. 

• ; 

juridical Depcfitions of Mr, CosANDEy,3i Jprily 1785. 

My reafon for placing Mr. Renner’s depoiition firffi, 
was,»becaufe he is more explicit on the government of 
Illuminilm; while Mr. .Cofandey chiefly dwells on the 
principles of the Se6l:. After having fhown in a'few 
words how Free-mafonry ferves as a cloak to the Se6f, 
how the candidate is gradually fettered in the bonds,of the 
Superiors, and how dangerous muft be a fervitude to men 
who from principle wilh to appear idlers though in the 
mofl: adVive purfuits; he proceeds with the unfortunate 
Minerval to the degrees of Minor and Major llluminee^ 
It is here (fays he) that the pupil is a little further ini- 
« tiated into the fyftems'of the Order. Light, however, 
is imparted to him but flowly, and with all poffible pre- 
cautions. He is here made acquainted with a greater 
number of Adepts and Under-Superiors; but the Chiefs 
^ always remain invifible, 

“ la order to be advanced to the higher degrees the 
« candidate mufl:, in the language of the Seft, have got rid 
** of all religious prejudices, or at leafl: he mufl: alFume 
the appearance of one who has fo done in the prefence 
of his Superiors ; as no religionijl (fuch is their expres- 
fion) can be admitted to the higher degrees.* 

The moft excellent Superiors are the perfons that 
“ give the ton in all thefe degrees. Their orders, their 
“ maxims, their opinions, their docSIrines, are the foul, the 
^ ftandard, the fpirit, the main fpring of this inllitution. 

* Dann kein Religiondr (es ift ihr aafdruck) wlrd in die hb- 
here grad aufgenommen. 
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7 'he lower dais of Superiors and Chiefs, are cunning 
knaves, and black and lyfteniatic villains, or fometimeSi 
mified enthufiafts, fpurred on and abominably deluded 
by the others. As a proof, I will relate fome of their 
principles in the form of proverbs, which are never giv- 
en in writing, but are perpetually inculcated in the adepts; 
by thefe Superiors. 

I. JPloen nature lays too hearty a hfa'then upon 

it is to filicide that tve are to apply for relief pAU’tr 
“ Exitus. An Illuminee, they would tell us, fhould 
« make away with himfelf rather than betray his’Order; 
and they alfo reprefent a fecret voiuptuoufeefs to he in- 
herent to fuicide. 

II . Nothing through reafon^ e'very thing through. 

is their fecond-maxim. The end, the propa- 
gation, and the advantage of their Order, fupplies the 
minds of,the adepts the place of God, country, and con- 
fcience. Every thing that obltrucfs the progrefs of the 
‘‘ Order is the blackell treafon. 

HI. The end fannifies the ?neans. Thus calumny, 
poifon, affaflination, treafoii, revolt, wickednefs, and any 
thing that can lead to this end, is laudable. 

IV. No Prince can fave the man who dares to betray 
us. Things then are carried on in this Order that are 
adverfe to the incerefis of Princes j things that from* 
their importance might be difeovered to Princes; fuch 
a difeovery (in the language qf the Sefl:) would be the 
blackeft treafon; and the traitor is beforehand threaten- 
ed with vengeance. They mull alfo have means of de-- 
ftroying their accufers with impunity; and fuch means- 
are eaijly furmifed. 

V. All Kings and all Priefs are rafcals and trai^ 
“ tors \ and in another place. All Priefts are knaves .—* 

The total annihilation of religion, of the love of the 
country, and of princes, enters into the plans of the II- 
luminees; becaufe (fay they) religion as well as love of 
the country, and of princes, refir^ins the afledlions of 
men to particular flates, and diverts them from the more 
extenfive views of Illuminifm, 

‘‘ Among their plans I oblerved one which they called 
“ their moral Empire or Government. This governmeiit, 
“ which would throw the whole force of every ftate into 
‘‘ the. hands of their college or r^?2^;?r/7of Illuminifm, would, 
without any appeal to the prince^ name to all 
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tion^j and grant or refufe all the favors of the ftatc.— 

By thefc means they would be entrufted with the abfo- 
Jute right of definitively pronouncing on the honcfty or 
the capability of each individual. By thcfe means too 
all the prophane would be difcarded from the court and 
other employments ; and, to ufe their exprefiion, a holy 
legion would furround the prince, mafter him, and dicr 
tate his edicts according to their own v.^iJl and pleafure. 

This Regirnen or Moral College, alfo called the Cbmr 
mifilon of Morals, or the Fifcal (being a fortofexche- 
quer chamber for the government of the people), would 
inveft the Sedf with a moft formidable defpotic power 
over the four quarters of the globe, and v/ould reduce 
fovereigns to the defpicable Rate of niere phantoms, or 
of crowned llaves.’* 

This College, or Moral Regimen^ will occur again in 
another juridical dcpofition; and I will then explain how 
it ferved to veil the future projects of the Se£f for the 
diforganization and abfolutedeftriicllon of all fociety what¬ 
ever. Mr. Cofandey concludes with laying that he is rea¬ 
dy to affirm on oath the truth of all that is contained in 
the above declaration. 

Thefe depofitigns, not with (landing their importance, 
feemed to make but little impreffion. Whether the tri¬ 
bunals were befct by, or in great part cornpofed of IIlu- 
minees, or not, I cannot know; but they affe< 2 :edto treat 
thefe declarations as containing nothing either very ferir 
pus or menacing; or whether the removal of Weiihaupt 
bad made them view the Se( 9 ; as deflroyed, and tlie con¬ 
spiracy as couptera([led, I do not pretend to fay; but cer¬ 
tain it is, that at length Heaven by its thunderbolts warns 
pations and their rulers of the plots contriving againft 
them, of the extent of which plots they were ignorant^ 
neither had they furmifed the baneful activity of the con- 
fpirators. Difcnified from his public functions at Ingol- 
fladt, Weifhaupt had takeri refuge at Ratifbon. This Wei- 
town becomes his nevy Ehujis^ his center of myfteries; 
all his plots had followed him thither; and fo far was he 
from looking upon them as baffled, that he purfued them Ratis-^ 
with redoubled ardor. Vengeance had rendered hirri more bon. 
terrible from the receffes of his new retreat; and now en¬ 
tirely liberated from, all public duties, he gives up his 
whole time to the preparation and drilling of emiflaries, 
to teaching theip the means of Tapping, v/hen on their 
‘ " XJ 
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different miflions, the foundatfons of the altar and the 
throne, of civil fociety, and of all governments whatever. 
An adept Among his adepts was one Lanz, an apoftate prieff. 
Uruck Weifliaupt defigned him as the perlon to carry his mys- 

Nviih tcries and confpiracies into Silelia. His miffion was aF- 
ready fixed,, and Weilhaupt was giving him his laft in- 
ftrudions, when a thunderbolt from heaven ftruck the 
apoftate dead, and that by the fide of IVeiflmuptJ^ The 
Brethren, in their firft fright had not recourfe to their or- 
^ dinary means for diverting the papers of the deceafed adept 
from the iiifpeclion of the magiftrates. The perufa! of 
ibme of his papers furnifbed new proofs; and being trans¬ 
mitted to the court of Bavaria, induced it to take the de¬ 
termination of following up the difeoveries made in the 
depofitions ofMeiTrs. Cofandey and Renner. 

I'he enquiries made, chiefly related to thofe who were 
known to have had .coitnedlions with Weifhaupt at Ingol- 
ftadt. The adept F ischer, firft judge and Burgo-ilias- 
ter of that town, and the Librarian Drexl, were banifti- 
ed. The Baron Frauenberg and fifteen other of Wei- 
fiiaupt's pnpils were expelled the univerfity. But nei« 
ther their punifhment, nor the circumftance of the adep t 
being ftruck by lightning, could raife any fymptoms of 
remorfe in the mind of their mafter. The following let¬ 
ter to Fifcher may ferve as a fpecimen of the manner in 
which he wifhed to fupport their courage, ftimulate then 
enthufiafp, and infufe all the rage and vengeance of his 
plots into their^minds. 

“ Ifialute yoilmy dear martyr it is thus he begins 
his letter. He then reminds his pretended martyr of that 
paftage in Seneca where the juft man ftruggling with ad- 
verfity is reprefented as the light moft worthy*of Heaven: 
He then continues: “ Am I to c6ngratulate you, or am 
1 to condole with you on your misfortunes? I know 
“ you too well to indulge in the latter fentiment—Receive 
then my moft lincere congratulations on feeing you 
among thofe to whom pofterity will render juftice, and 
whofe conftancy in the defence of truth it cannot fail 
to admire—You are triply and quadruply more dear to 
me, now that you fiiare my fate and that of fo many 
other magnanimous perfons. I leave it to your pru=.* 
® dence to decide whether you will commence a profecu-* 

^ Sec the Apology of the Illuminees, ?• 6a* 
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^ tk>n againft thofe who have been guilty of fuch abomi- 
nable injuftice againft you'; or whether fubmitting to 
your exile without murmur or complaint, you will wait 
for better times. You (hall not want; I and the Bre- 
^ thren will provide for your expenfes. The public papers 
alfo Jhall r^prefent the whole of this bufinefs in its pro» 
^^per light, Drexl in the mean time will retire to Brunn. 
Let the laughers laugh^^ and our enemies rejoice. Their 
joy ere long Jhall he converted into tears. Look upon 
« yourfelf as happy to fuffer with the better part of the 
nation. If I have the power of giving my benedidtion 
to any body, I give you mine with both my hands.—- 
O be thou hlejfed^ mojl worthy and moji conjlant oj rny 
Heroes, ... X am forry that all this has happened juit 
« at the time' when 1 am fetting out for the banks of the 
« Rhine. I depart next month and fhall not return till a 
few months hence. In the mean time I fnall not be idle\ 
and it is not without a reafon that I go to that country. 
Acquaint the Brethren of it. Be always firm and con«' 
ftaat. No difhonorcan attach to you; continue as you 
have begun, and your very enemies v/ill be obliged to 
admire you. Adieu, learn to appreciate and feel your 
own greatnefs. Your enemies are little indeed in their 
« triumph.— (Ratijbon this qth April 1785 

P, S, If you want money I will have proper mea- 
« fures taken at Munich to fupply you.’^ 

This letter was either intercepted or fell into the Elec¬ 
tor’s hands by fome other means and he there fiw how 
dangerous a man this muft be who could thus infufe his 
enthufiafm into the minds of his Confpirators. A fecret 
comniifiion was named to receive further depofitions.—. 
The adic counfellor Utzschheider and Mr. Grum 
BERGER of the Academy of Sciences, who were known to 
have abandoned the Order of the Illumiuees about two 
years before, were fummoned to make their depofitions. 
The Prieft Cofandey was called upon once more. The 
declaration, made in common by thefe three Gentlemen 
will recall to the minds of the readers many of the parti¬ 
culars already ftated in the foregoing declarations, and in 
the Code of the Illurainees, with refpedf to the means em¬ 
ployed by the Se6f, for making themfelves mafiers of the 
Mafonic Lodges; for appropriating to themfelves their 

See Original Writings, Vol. 11. laft Letter and NotSo 



antisocial CO^JSPlkAC7i 

funds, to provide for the expenfe of their travellers; and 
for multiplying the number of their adepts.—The fame* 
method for the fci utators is obfervable, the fame oaths, al¬ 
manacks, and cypher for the firft degrees; The depo¬ 
nents had abandoned the Order before they were admitted 
to the higher degrees. The principles that had been laid 
clown to them are on that account the more remarkable* 
I iTiall, therefore, tranflate that part of their evidence afi 
being of the utmoif confequence. Some perfons may be 
of opinion, that to have Amply ftated the perfe£l: coinci¬ 
dence of this new declaration with thofe already feen 
would have fufficed; but they fhould confider that repe¬ 
titions of objedfs of fuch importance may be infifted oii 
by many readers, becaufe the proofs are ftrengthened by 
the number, the character, and concordance of the wit- 
nefles. 

The juridical Depofttion inade in common hy the AuVre 
J Counjcllor UrzsCHNhiDER, the Prieji CosANDEYj 
and the Academician Grunberger, on the .(^th of 
Sept, 1785. 

The objedt of the iifl degrees of liluminifm is at 
once to train their young men, and to be informed of 
every thing that is going forward by a fyftem of efpion* 
"I'he Superiors aim at procuring from their in- 
feriors diplomatic aCfs, documents, and original wri- 
tings. With pleafiire they fee them commit any trea- 
fens or treacherous adls, becaufe they not only turn the 
fecreis‘betrayed to their own advantage^ but thereby 
have it in their power to keep the traitors in a perpetual 
dread, leA, if they ever fhowed any figns of ftubborn- 
nefs, their maleladlions fhould be made known.— Ode^ 
rint dum metuant^ let them hate, provided they fear, is 
the principle of ihejr government. . 

The illuminees from thefe firft degrees are educated 
in the following principles: 

I. The Illiimince who wifhes to rife to the higheft 
degrees mu ft be free from all religion for ^ religionift 

Und zii gliech zur aafltundfchaftung aller facheo. 

i‘ Der liiuminat, der in die hohern grade koranien will, niaft 
^on alfer religion frey fejo. 
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(as they call every man who has any religion) will ne- 
‘‘ ver be admitted to the higheft degrees. 

II. The Patet Exztus^ or the dodtrinc on Suicide, is 
exprefled in the fame terms as in the preceding depofitiom 

III. ‘‘ The end fan£tifies the means. The welfare of 
the Order will be a juftification for calumnies, poifon- 

‘Vings, allaflinations, perjuries, treafons, rebellionsj in 
Ihort, for all that the prejudices of men lead them to 
call crimes. 

IV. “ One muft be more fabmiffive to the Superiors 
of Illuminifm, than to the fovereigns or magiftrates who 
govern the people j and he that gives the preference to 

“ fovereigns or governors of the people is ufelefs to us.^ 
Honor, life;, and fortune, all are to be lacrificed to the 
Superiors. The governors of nations are defpots when 
they are not directed by usi They can have no autho- 
rity over us, who are free 

The Marquis of Conftanza ufed to fay, “ that there 
ought to be but tv/o princes in Germany—Thefe Prin- 
CCS fhould be illuminees, and fo furrounded and led by 
our adepts, that none of the prophane could approach 
their perfons. The greater and leflerfoflices of the ftate 
‘‘ fhould be folely entnifted to members of our Order; 
and the advantages of the Order fhould be attended to, 
tho’ in diredl oppOfltion to the interefts of the Prince.t 
Sovereigns fhould alfo pafs through the lower degrees 
of the Order, and they fhould only be admitted to the 
higher degrees when they properly apprehend the holy 
defigns of the Order—which are no other than to deli- 
ver the people from the bondage of their Princes, No- 
bles, and Priells^ to efiablilh an equality offtations and 
of religions and to render men bath free and happy.—i* 
“ Should we ever have fix hundred Illuminees in Bavaria^ 
nothing coQld refill: us.” 

I promifed to make a few reflexions on this article; 
and to thofe perfons I addrefs them, who would immedi¬ 
ately lay hold of it to prove that the Illuminees, fo far from 
wifhing to annihilate every government and civil fociety 
itfelf, had no other view than to re-unite Germany under 

* VoHte jeraand den Regenten mehranhangen, fo taught er 
tiicht fiir uns. 

f Sie habenkein Recht iiber uns freye Menfchen. 
j Ailes was das befte des Ordens betordeit, nmfs man thun, 
wenn es gleich deni beilen der Regeiuen zuwidcr iauft. 
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©ne and the fame government^ Moft undoubtedly fuch 
views were held out to the deponents in their lower clafs- 
es j but let it be remembered^ that none of them had been 
admitted to the higher myfteries. It is in the degree of 
Epopt that the defigns of the Order for the total deftruc- 
tion of Civil Society are manifefted. There the illumi- 
nizing Hierophant no longer fays, that Germany ought 
to be under the government one Prince; but he fays 
THAT NATIONS AND PRINCES SHALL DISAPPEAR 
TROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH ; that every father 
Jhall^ like Ahrahayn^ be at oyyce the prieji and fovereign 
cf his family \ and reason jhall be the foie Code of Man, 
The Hierophant there declares, that secret societies 
are the agents that 'are to produce this revolution, and 
that it is one of the grand fccrets of Illuminifm, Thercj 
in fliort, is clearly to be feen the plan of bringing men 
back to the pretended Patriarchal nomade and favage 
life; and it is even cxprefsly alTerted, that the original 
caufe of the fall of man was their re-union in civilfociety ! '> 
The depofilions, therefore, of MefTrs. Utzfchneider, Co- 
landey, and Griinberger, are perfe6tly coriedt fo far as 
they relate to their degrees; for fuch was the dodirinc 
taught in the degrees of Major and Minor Illuminee—. 
Another remark may alfo be true, that as a preparatory 
ftep the Illuminees only feek to deftroy all the leflbr pow¬ 
ers in order to form one or two great ftates in Germany; 
but that will not change the fate decreed in the higher 
myfteries for thefe greater Princes of the German nation, 
or for all Princes and nations in general. This lingle Po¬ 
tentate will then fliare the fame fate as Religion, We 
have heard them talk of reducing the world to the unity 
cf Religion^ as well as to the unity or equality of flations^ 
But has not the Se<St already declared, that in order to be 
admitted to the laft fecret one muft begin hy getting rid 
of all Religion ? This plan, therefore, for reducing Ger- 

* This Is precifely what has been lately attempted fo divert 
the eyes of the p\ibiic from their monftrons and Antifocial plots ; 
and even in England this plea^has been iet up, in hopes of in¬ 
validating the proofs adduced in fuch Memoirs. I know not 
wlto is ilie invifibh writer of thele paragraphs; but though e- 
ven ihitSieur iioettiger liimfelf, famous among the German II- 
himinees, were the author of theni, I fiiould little fear his ar^ 
guments. Let my readers compare his proofs with mine; £ 
afk no more. 
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many under the dominion of one Prince, is evideotly no¬ 
thing more than a preliminary ftep, in like manner as 
their plan of fubjcding Princes to the government of 
their Order. When the proper time comes, all thefe 
plans are changed, in the leffons of the adepts, to the to¬ 
tal annihilation of every ftate, prince, and civil govern¬ 
ment on earth. ' 

The Reader may eafily perceive how the Se£f, even fd 
early as the degrees in which the three deponents had 
been admitted, prepares them for the laft fecrets , efpe- 
cially when he fees immediately following the pretended 
union of Germany, that maxim which has already ap¬ 
peared in the firft depofition. 

V. “ The love of one^s prince and of one’s country 
are incompatible with views of an immenfe extent, with 
ihs ultimate ends of the Orde)\ and one muft glow with 
ardor for the attainment of that end,'"'^^ 

In the Degrees alfo to which the deponents had been 
admitted we fee the Superiors inceffantiy declaiming on 
that^wr/j but they never mejuion what it really was.—i 
They even confefs that they are not in the fecret; they 
fay that the knowledge of it is referved to the higher 
degrees; their own declaration, therefore, proves that it 
cannot be this unity of Religion or of government to 
be eftablilhed in Germany, as they are not ftrangers to 
that plan. Befides, how can it appear, that the love of 
one’s country, or national love, is incompatible with the 
wifh of uniting a great nation under the dominion of one. 
Prince. On the other hand, we fee thefe maxims in per¬ 
fect accord with the views of Illuminifm, when, advan¬ 
cing toward the higher degrees, we hear the SccSl pouring 
forth its blafphemies againft Princes and Nations, and 
pofitlvely declaring, as one of their myfteries, that Secret 
Societies were only contrived to fweep Nations and 
Princes from the face of the earth. Such are the plots to 
be difeovered to nations; fuch have been the tricks em¬ 
ployed by the Illuminees to lull nations to fleep on their 
dangers; and, Englifli Reviewers having heajrkened to 
fuch infinuations, I am obliged to have recourfe to repe* 
titions in the midft of a nation whofe ruin is now become 

* Fiirften und vaterlands liebe wledeiTprechen den weitau j- 
fehenden gefichts pun^ten des Orders—Man mufs glii.hen fiir 
den zweek. 
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one of the chief objcvSl:3 of the Se£l.—rBut let us return to 
the depolitions of our witneffes. 

“ The Superiors of Iliaminifm are to be looked upon 
as the moil perfedf and the moil enlightened of men i 
no doubts are to be entertained even of their infalli- 
bility.* 

It is in thefe moral and political principles that the 
Illuminees are educated in the lov/er degrees j and it is 
according to the manner in which they imbibe them 
and Ihow their devotion to the Order, or are able to 
fecond its views, that they are earlier or later admitted 
to the higher degrees. 

They ufe every pofTible artifice to get the different 
poft-offices in all countries entrulled to the care of their 
adepts only. 'l"hey alfo boall that they are in pofTes- 
“ fion of the fecret of opening and reclofmg letters with- 
out the circiimflance being perceived. 

They made us give anfwers in writing to the follow- 
ing queflions: How would it be polTible to devife one 
fingle fyllem of morals and one common government 
for all Europe, and what means fhould be employed to 
effedfuate it? Would the Chrillian Religion be a ner 
cefTary requifite ? Should revolt be employed to accom- 
plifh it ? &:c. See. 

“ We were alfo afked, in which Brethren we fhould 
place the nioft confidence if there were any important 
plan to be undertaken; and whether we were willing 
to recognize the right of life and death as vefted in the 
Order; and alfo the right of the fword, Gladii. 

In confequence of our acquaintance with this doc-; 
trine of the Illuminees, with their condu6f, their man- 
ners, and their incitements to treafon, and being fully 
convinced of the dangers of the Sedl, we the Aulic 
Counfcllor Utfehneider and the Frieft Dillis left the 
Order. The ProfeiTor Grilnbcrger, the Priefl Cofan- 
dey, Renner, and Zaupfer, did the fame a week after, 
though the Illuminees fought to impofeupon us fhame- 
fully, by aflbring us that his Electoral Highnefs was a 
member of their Order. We clearly faw that a Prince 
knowing his own intcrefts, and wholly attending to the 
paternal care of his fubjccSIs, would never countenance 
a Se6l, fpreading through almoft every province unde!* 

^ An deren untruglichkelt nie zweifeln diirfe. 


HISTQRJCAL PART. f6l 

the clqak of Free-mafonry 5 becaufe it fows divifioa 
and difcord between parents and their children, between 
Princes and their fubjecSs, and among the mo ft lincere 
friends5 becaufe on all important occafions it would 
inftall partiality on the feats ofjuftice and in the coun- 
cils, as it always prefers the welfare of the Order to that 
*Vof the ft^te, and the interefts of its adepts to thofe of the 
propbanev Experience had convinced us, that they would 
fooi) fucc^d in perverting all the Bavarian youth. The 
leading feature in the generality of their adepts were irre- 
ligion, depravity of mqrals, difqbedience to their prince 
and to their pareiits^^nd the neglccl of aH ufeful ftudies^ 

We faw that thefatarconfequence oflllurriinifm would 
be, to create a general diftruft between the prince and his 
{ubjecls, the fathei arid his children, the minifter and his 
fecretaries, and between the different tribunals and coun- 
cils. We were not to be deterred by that threat fo often 
repeated. That no Prince can fave him that betrays us* 

“ V/e have abandoned, one after the other, this Se6l:, which, 
under different 7iames^ as we have been informed by fe- 
veral of our former Brethren, has already fpread itfelf 
in Italy^ and particularly at Penice^ in hi HoU 

land^ in Saxony on the Rhine^ particularly at Frqnk-> 
fort^ and even as far as America. —-The Illurainees 
meddle as much as poflible in ftate affairs, and excite 
« troubles wherever their Order can be beiiefitted by 
them.” 

• Here followed a lift of a great many invifihles^ o^ feve- 
ral fuperiors, and of fome of the nioft active members. A 
fecond lift contained perfons who, though as yet unac^ 
quainted with the ultimate views of the Order, were zea^ 

{ous and adtive Recruiters, bqt the governmeiit thought 
fit to keep thefe tvy'o lifts fecret. ^fhe deponents then pro¬ 
ceed : ' . 

We are not unacquainted v/ith the other invtfihles^ 

^ who in ail probability are chiefs of a higher degree. 

After v/e had retired from the Order, the Ilinminees 
calumniated us on all fides in the moft infamous rnan- 
ner. Their cabal made us fall in every requeft we pre- 
fented; fucceeding in rendering us hatefuj and qdious 
to our fuperiors, they even carried their calumnies fo 
M far as to pretend that one of us had cornmitted murder. 

After a year’s perfecution, an Illumineecame to repre- 
feat to the Aulic Counfellor Utzfchneider, that from ejt? 

' ' ^ . 
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« perience he muft have learned that he was every where 
« perfecuted by the Order; that unlefs he could contrive 
to regain its prote61:ion5 he would never fucceed in any' 
« of his'demands; and that he could ftill regain admis- 

Here ends the' depofition figned by the three deponents. 
After their fignature follows the attettation, that each of 
the deponents had been called in repar2lt<^ty in prefence of 
the Cornmillary, and their refpeftive declarations read to 
them; and that each had affirmed the truth of the contents 
on okhj as wntneffes, the lOth of September, 1785.' I 
leave the reader to make his refieftions on the ilirength 
and nature of thefe firft proofs acquired againft Illuminifm; 
and proceed immediately to the circurhftances which dis-^ 
elofed the ult€;rior projefts of the Setft. ^ 
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CHAP. yiii. 


Continuation of the Difcoveries made in Bavaria as to 
the Illuminees,—Proceedings of the Court with refpc^l 
to the Chiefs of the SeSf.—A few Remarks on and ^ 
Liji of the principal Adepts* 


N otwithstanding the important diTcove- 

ries made by the court of Bavaria, proofs were ftill 
wanting of the plans and of the ultimate views of lllu- 
minifm, which the SedI concealed with fo much care, and 
of which none of the witneiTes could give any fads factory 
account. The court had negle£led to feize Weiftiaupt’s 
papers at the time; and it was clear that the adepts had 
taken every precaution to put theirs beyond the power of 
the moft diligent fearch. The court even appeared to 
pay little or no attention to the proper fteps that fhould 
be taken, and only watched the motions of thofe adepts 
who Hill kept up a correfpondence with their chiefs. If 
we are to credit the apology piiblifhed by the llluminees, 
it was for no other reafon that Dellinc, municipal of- of¬ 
ficer of Munich, and Krenner, profeflbr at Ingolftadt, the adepts; 
were difmifTed from their eniployments. On the fame ac¬ 
count, they tell us, were the Count Savioli and the Mar¬ 
quis Conftanza exiled from Bavaria, and the Baron Mag- 
genhofF condemned to a month's imprifoment in a mo- 
na/Iery. 

This apologift alfo pretends, that the Canon Hcrtel 
was deprived of his benefice, becaufe he would not give 
in an account of the funds belonging to the llluminees.— 

But after the different parts that we have feen thefe adepts 
perform, it appears that the court was pretty well inform¬ 
ed; and it certainly gave a great proof ot its clemency 


za a penfion which they were at liberty to expend where¬ 
ver they chofe, excepting in Bavaria. Light, however, 
as thefe punifhmeats were for confpirators of their ftamp, 
the llluminees filled all Germany with their reclamations, 
cjying out againft a perfecution which they reprefented 
the height of defpotifm, opprellion, and injuilice. 'Fhc 



164. 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACy 


The 4r. 
chives of 
the Se<^l: 
difcover- 
fed. 


depofiiions that had been made were publifhed, and th^ 
authors of them were immediately affailed with a torrent 
of abufe, lophiftry^ and calumnynor was the court fpa- 
red. The whole bufinefs appeared to be changed into a 
literary watjin which the impudence of the apologifts had 
very nigh fucceeded in calling doubts on the wifdom aad 
juflice of his Eiedlorai Highnefs;* and it was high time 
to have recourfe to fuch meafures as could inconteftibly 
prove the guilt of the Se 61 ; ‘ 

At length, on the iith of OSober, 1786, the magis¬ 
trates, by order of the Eleftor, made a vifit at Cato-i^ 
Zwack’s houfe, at a time when he leafl expedled it; O- 
thers went on the fame commillion to the caftle of San- 
derdorf, belonging to Hannibal Baron Ball'us; The re- 
fult of thefe vifitations was, the difcovery of a multitude 
of Icttersj difcourfes, rules, plans, and ftatuteSj which may 
be looked upon as the archives of the confpirators, and 
have been publiflicd under the title of Original Writings 
of the Order and of the SeSl of the Illuijiinees. The con- 
ipiracy of w^hich Weifhaupt was the chiefs now appeared 
in fuch horrid colors, that one could fcarcely believe hu* 
man wickednefs to have been able to devife it. But at 
the head of each of thefe tvvo volumes is an advertifement^ 
informing all readers-, that orders have been given by the 
Ele£lor to the keeper of his archives to fliow the origin¬ 
als to whoever might wifli to verify them. The only re- 
fource now left to the confplfators was to complain of 
the violation of domeftic fecrecy. Pretended junifications 
fwarmed again from the adepts; and they had the impu¬ 
dence to afl'ert, that thefe letters, fo far ftom containing 
anything militating againft fociety or religion, only con¬ 
tained views for the happinefs and amelioration of man¬ 
kind. I'hey made every attempt pollibJe to give plaulU 
blc interpretations to their letters; but they never dared 
alTert that any of thefe writings had been forged. Their 
own avo'wals are to be found in their apologies; and the 
proofs of their antireiigiou6 and antifocial confpiracy reft 


^ For the v/hoie of this literary war, fee the y^pologie der /?- 
luminateny and the addition Nuchtracht zu dcr Apologies &c. 
alfo the anfwer of the'deponents Grojfs abfschtsn des Orders ddr 
Idiwiifiaten; the addition to thefe aniwers Nachtrach^ &c. No. 

2 * 
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ijpon fuch inconteftible grounds, that their fophifins can 
never invalidate them-."^ 

The court of Bavaria, when it gave fo great a publi- why this 
tity to the proofs it had thus acquired, was not actuated difcovery 
folely by a view of juftifying its ov/n conduct; but it was 
defirous alfo to warn every ftate of the dangers with which 
it was threatened. The Eieftor, therefore, fent a copy Q^her 
of thefe Original Writings to all the powers of Europe; courts^, 
and the anfwers of the different minifters proved, that they 
had all received thefe documents of a moii imonftrous con- 
fpiracy againft every church and ftate. The hiftorian will 
naturally alfc, how it came to pafs that the knowledge of * 
thefe proofs of a confpiracy, at once fo evident and fo 
threatening to every ftate in the world, ftiould have been 
fo long confined to Germany- And how it happened, 
that thefe Original Writings did not become the daily 
ledtur^s of every family. Should not every father have 
read it to his children, and exjilained to them the horrid 
machinations that were contriving againft their God, 
their country, and their property ? Univerfal indignation 
muft have feized every mind, and crufhed thefe illumini- 
zing monfters in their cradle. Such at leaft were the fears 
^ which the confpirators themfelves had conceived on feeing 
their plans and means difcovered. Unable to deftroy the 
proofs, they did every thing in their power to hinder their 
circulation. On the other hand, few mlnifters were aware 
of the iinmenfe influence and power of fecret focieties ; 
and the Bavarian affociation appeared to them more des¬ 
picable than dangerous; the very excefs of their confpi¬ 
racy gave it a more chimerical appearance; and the policy 
of fome ftatefmen might have made them believe that the 
publication of the archives of thefe confpirators would on¬ 
ly ferve to accredit their fophifms, and add to the danger 
by divulging their principles. 

Laftly-, the language in which they were written was 
little known in the other parts of Europe; and it was 
thought beft to leave them in a profound oblivion. Sucli 

* For thefe avowals fee the Apology of C^/^-Zwack ; the 
Preface of Weifliaupt’s lUumhiipincorrehcd; the Baron Ba/Tus's 
Defence; and particulaily the Laji Obfervatlonsbsjl^m^^i ^^— 

Philo^ in this latter work, very frankly acknowledges all ihe let¬ 
ters that are attributed to him in the Original Writing?, and he 
frequently quotes Weifliaupt's letters as being equally authen¬ 
tic with kis own. 
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may be the explanation of this fpecies of phenomenon, or 
of this total ignorance in v/hich the reft of the world were, 
with refpe6t to the nature and views of the Illuminees, 
when I announced to the public the ufe I intended to 
make of them in thefe Memoirs. 

Even in A myftery ftill more aftonifliing, and which could not 

Germany, been believed, had not the progrefs of the Illuminees 
proved it, is that ina 61 :ivity or fomnolency in which all 
the German courts appeared to be buried in the midft of 
the dangers that had been fo clearly pointed out to them 
by the court of Bavaria. Unfortunately for the Empire, 
Frederic II. of Pruftia died a little before thefe laft proofs 
were acquired againft the Illuminees. No fooner did this 
Prince hear of the confpiracy, than he immediately traced 
all thofe principles of fedition and anarchy which he had 
already been obliged to divulge as the tenets of the So- 
phifters; the Illuminees even pretend it to have been at 
his inftigatlon that the court of Munich profecuted their 
chief and the firft adepts who were difeovered.* What 
would he not have done himfelf againft this Se£I, if he 
he had but feen in the Original Writings the progrefs 
that it was making in his own ftates! Minifters, undcra 
Prince fo tenacious as he was of the authority necelTary 
to fupport his Government, and fo juftly offended as he 
was againft the Sophifters of Rebellion, would not have 
fneered or replied iarcaftically to thofe letters which the 
court of Bavaria tranfmitted as introduftory and expla¬ 
natory, together with the proofs acquired againft the Sedf. 
But the archives of Illuminifm were not difeovered till 
the iith and 12th O6lober, 1786, and Frederic had died 
on the 17th of Auguft of that year. His fuccelfor was a 
prey to adepts of another fpecies, almoft as great knaves 
as thofe of Bavaria. The Emperor Jofeph had not yet 
been undeceived with refpeeft to the Lodges that furround- 
ed him. Many other Princes were either feduced, or fo 
' fettered by the Illuminees that they could not aiSf. This 
may ferve to account for their apparent indifference; and 
it alfo explains the circumftance of feveral of them hav¬ 
ing viewed the proceedings of the court of Aluiiich in the 
iiglit of an abfd.iite perfecutiun of ih.eir own Brethren.— 
'I he Pj ince Bifhop of Ratifbon was the only one who 

* See Memorial inferted in No. iz of the Wdtkmde, the 
Tubingen Gazette. 
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feemed to know his danger, and who piiblifhed edifls in 
fupport of thofe ifTued by the EIe6lor. 

Neverthelefs^ the proofs publifhed by the court of Ba- Other fe- 
varia are thofe whence the moft evident demonftration of • 
the plots of Illuminifni have been deduced in thefe Me- 
moirs. The very feraps of paper found among the ar- Original • 
chives indicate the moft confummate villany. Among Writings, 
thefe were, chiefly in y^^yA'-MafTenhaufen’s hand, and in 
the cypher of the Order,' receipts for making the aqua 
ioffana^ the riioft acute of ail poifons; for procuring abor-^ 
tion in zvomeuy and for poifoning the air of an apart^ 
ment: a!fo a colIe 61 ion of 07 ie hundred and thirty feals of 
PrmceSy Noblemen^ and Bankers^ with the fccret of tak¬ 
ing off and imitating all thofe for which the Order might, 
according to circumftances, have occafion. The deferip- 
tion of a lock, of which the adepts only fhould have the 
fecret, was likewife contained in thefe papers; alfo the 
model of a coffer wherein to preferve their papers, and 
which fhould take nre immediately if any of the prophaiie 
attempted to open it. On other detached papers were to 
be feen the plan for placing fome adepts in die fuite of an 
ambaffador, who fhould then carry on fome commerce as 
fraudulent as it was lucrative for the Se6f. Alfo the fe¬ 
cret intimation, that all the Superiors of Illuminifm fhould 
know how to write luith both hands. A manuferiptalfo 
was found entirely in Zwack’s hand writing, and looked 
upon as very precious by the Order, becaufe, under the 
title Better than Horus^ it contained all the blafphemies 
of A.theifm.'^ 

Notwithftanding the little impreflion the publication 
of thefe difeoveries had made on the other Princes of Ger¬ 
many, the court of Bavaria continued its profecutions a- 
gainft the Se6t. About twenty of the adepts were cited 
to appear; fome were difmifl'ed from their employments, 
others condemned to a few years imprifonment; and fome, 
particularly Zv/ack, faved themfelves by flight. The E- 
^edtor’s Tribunal could not by any calumny be accufed 
of being fanguinary, as not one of the adepts was con¬ 
demned to death. This punifhment feemed to be referv- 
ed for Weifhaupt alone, and a price was fet upon his 
head. The Regency of Ratifbon, which, in the firft in- 
^ance, had refufed to drive him from their territories, no 

? Original Writings, Vol.II. Se(ft« iS, i9> . . 
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longer dared to fupport him, at leaft not openly; and be¬ 
took refuge under His Highnefs the Duke of Saxe-Go^ 
tha. The reafon why the Founder of Illuminifm, and a 
Why they ^js proscribed adepts, found proteftion and ftill 

ecTat^other f^Vor at fo many courts, may be explained by 

courts, numerous difciples who enjoyed places of high impor-* 

tance in the different courts, and fonae of whom, indeed, 
were the Princes themfelves. The lift of thefe latter, were 
it accurately made out, would aftqnifh pofterity; more 
particularly, fhould the art with which Weifhaupt feduc- 
ed them, by truncating the myfteries, have efcaped the 
notice of the hiftorian; or (hould the means have remain¬ 
ed a fecret by which he blinded them and bound them to 
the Order, by furrounding them with adepts who know 
how to fei^e on the miniitry, on the Dccajieres^ or cqua- 
cils, and occupied all the places of coiilequeiice by them-? 
felves or their creatures, 

lllumlniz- I will not pretend to fay, that thefe artifices of Illumi- 
cd Princes nifm can excufe thofe Princes for becoming difciples of 
Weifliaiipt. But moft certainly they vyere rendered the 
dupes of his impiety before they became the fport of his 
coiifpiracies; and undoubtedly the latter wns but the ju(l 
puniftiment of the former, However this may be, we linq 
Lewis Ernest of Saxe Gotha at the head of thefe 
adepts under the charatleriftlc of Timoleon, ^ According 
to all the letters that I have received from Germany, this 
Prince is at length confeious of his error,' He, prefent, 
pays much greater attention to the happinefs of his fub- 
'je<fts than to the myfteries of the Se6f. Weifiv^^pt no^ 
even allowed to appear in his prefence; but the goodnefs 
of his heart will not allov/ the Prince to withdraw his be¬ 
nefactions even from thole wEohave incurred his difplea^ 
fure. It is thus, at leaft, that the penfion he allows to the 
Founder of Illuminifm is explained,^ But on the othjef 
hand, Weifhaupt is far from being excluded from the,pre-r 
fence of Maria Charlotte Meinungen, the wife of. His 
{iighnefs; and thus is explained tSe afyluni which Ae 

, * * ' N • 

* I am alfo informed, that this penfion is not taken from the 
ptiUk treafury, (as I faid in my third volume, page 3^,) but from 
the Duke's private purfe. Tliofe indeed who look upon thefu- 
perfluities of this purfe as foreign to the duties that a Prince 
pwes to the public, to decency, or to his own honor and repir- 
tation, may make the diftio^ipn, I, at leaft, fhall ne? 

ver adopt it.' 
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fontriver of fuch horrid plots ftill finds at that court, not- 
>vithn:anding the conyerfion of the Prince. 

I will not pretend to pronounce whether Augustus 
of Saxe Gotha has imbibed a fimilar difguii for Illu- 
minifm, as has his Brother the reigning Prince. At the 
time of Weifhaupt’s arrival, however, he was alfq an a- 
^pt under the charafteriftic of Prince IValter. 

Charles Augustus Duke of Saxe Weimar was 
alfo initiated under the title of Efchylusy but he renoun¬ 
ced the myfteries of the Se6f. 

The’late Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, at 
once the martial hero of Minden, and the Mafonic leader 
at Willemfbaden, fell a prey .to all forts of Illuminifin.—• 
Wilhermots had begun by initiating him in the Illumi- 
nifm of Swedenborg, and of the Martinifts. His frequent 
conferences with Knigge feduced him into that of Wei- 
/haupt, who created him his Brother or h\s High Prielf 
Aaron^ and His Highnefs died during his Priefthood- 
As to the late Prince of Neuwied, I know not 
what name vvas given him in recompenfe for his devotion 
to the but at his court k might wdth truth be faid, 
|:he Illuminees had acquired fuch an afcendancy, that if 
they had gained a fimilar one in other parts, the woild 
muft have been theirs. This unfoi tunate Prince little 
thought that his own fon would be deprived of ail power 
in his own ifates, and that he would be reduced humbly 
to follcit the Comitia of the Empire for leave to afferthis 
own rights, and to drive out from his fiates thofe adepts that 
had been protected by his Father, and his Uncle, the 
Count Stolberg; or at leak for leave to difmifs them from 
the employments they occupied, even from that of the e- 
* ducation of his children, which they had feized upon in 
fpite of him,'^ 

¥ 

^ This law-fuit between the Prince and Illuminifin is of a 
rnqft extraordinary nature indeed. The reader fhall hear him 
ifate his cafe himfeli to the Diet of Ratlfbon in the year 1794; 

' ‘‘ Every one is acquainted with what this Sed has done in 
V France. We have alfo feen extraordinary inftances of its 
“ power at Neuwied: It has a Lodge here called the Three 
Peacocks. My Father and my f rfl Wife greatly favored tliefe 
adepts, and my prefent one in particular is the great pro- 
te< 5 lrix of feveralof thtm; of that Paftqr Win z for example, 
*f who, notwithftanding the great fervice I rendered him in 
ftifling a profecUiion againfifiim for Socinianifinjis now one 
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Another fpecics of adept is My Lord the Baron of 
Dalberg, Coadjutor to the Sees of Mentz, Worms, 
and Conftanz, ?.ncl Governor of the town and country of 
Srfort. We are led to flirink back in aftohiflimcnt, and 
examine whether our eyes do not impofe upon us, at the 
fight of a Biftiop, intended to occupy the firft Ecclefiafti- 
Ciil and Eiedloral Sec in Germany, ranked among this 
Illuminized Brotherhood. Moreover, perfons who had 
btren been in company with His Lordfhip infifted on my 
effacing his name from thefe Memoirs. They alTured me, 
that he held the principles of the modern Phiiofophers in 
the utmoft deteftation, and that to them he attributed the 
French Revolution. I then produced a pamphlet publifli- 
ed by His Lordlhip, v:\th all his titles and his name at 
the head of it, entitled, Of the Infuence of Science and 
of the Polite Arts on the Public Tranquillity—At Er^ 
fort^ 1793. 'I'hey then faw that the objedfc of this pam¬ 
phlet was to fife in the germs what Plis Lordfhip calls 
noxious prejudices of fome jhort-fighted good people-^hy 
proving to them that neither the Phiiofophers nor the So- 
phiflers of the age had given rife to the French R-evolu- 
tion, and that Condor cet himfclf had but little contributed 

** of my preaieft enemies. She was alfo very clofely connedled 
‘‘ wiih the i^ulic Counfellor Krober (the adept Agis). One 
‘‘ Schwartz, from Bruniwick, and a titular major of Weimar^ 
to whom my Father entruifed the education of one of my 
‘‘ children, and who, to my great grief, has ftill two of them 
“ under his care, is aifo a great favorite of the Princefs’s; fhe 
“ ha-s placed her whole confidence in him, and fees him very 
often, although letters FromBrur.fwick depi(fl him in the light 
'‘of a molt dereftabie intriguer. Scveial Counfellors and vari* 

“ ous ofEcers and other inhabitants of Neuwied are," like him, 
members of the Se(ff, and are in an agreement with tbePrin- 
cefs. It is notorious, that they are all bound by oath mutual- 
‘‘ ly to fnpport each other. They have alfo gained over various 
** other perfons who do not belong to their Order; and thus an 
afTociation has been formed for my deflrudlion.’^ 

In ta6l, the Illuminees had fucceeded in getting this Prince ^ 
placed under an interdi(!^t in his own Hates; he accufed feveral 
of his fiiH judges as being adepts: It coll them little to de¬ 
clare on their oaths that they were not, and fome indeed no 
longer continued attached to the Seff. 1 his incident occaCon- 
ed him much unpieafant trouble; but at length he was rein^ 
Hated in his pofftflions after a very long law-fuit, which muft 
have taught the German Princes how well llluminifm can take 
advantage of its powcr when or4ce it has fucceeded in fur- 
lounding them* 
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towards This pamphlet alfo abounded in thofe argu¬ 
ments of Illuminized Philofophifm which the Scfl: lei: fortl^ 
to dupe nations as to the tendency of their confpiracy; I 
did not therefore efface the name of his Lordfliip; 1, on 
the contrary, fubjoinedthat of Crefcens^ his charafteriftic 
among the Illuminees. How is it poffible that at fuch a 
name he could refrain from Ihuddering with horror! and 
what lervices could the Order expeQ from him under fuch 
a characleriftic ?—The name of Crefcens has only been 
tranfmitted to pofterity by his addiction to the infamous’ 
debauchery of the Cynic Philofophers, and by his calum¬ 
nies againft the Chriftians, which obliged St, Jullin to 
v/ritehis Second apology for Chrlftianity. .A proteftant 
who is eager to fee that of His Lord&ip tells us, that it 
will moft certainly appear in its proper time, and we irri- 
patiendy w;ait for it!^ We lhall there find? I hope, that 
His Lprdlhip h^d not been initiated into all the fecrets of 
the Seft. They muft at leaft have, concealed f:om him 
their defigns upon the Sees of Mentz, Worm?, and Con- 

ftanz, to which His LordiHip was Coadjutor.-In ail 

probability, thefe were not the fecrets of which his Se¬ 
cretary CryJippus-lLoD^OK^ informed him, who admit¬ 
ted to the degree of Epopt, was already become a halj^ 
naturalifi zuithout knowing it^ and from whom Khigge 
€xpe<^ed the greatefl: fervices.f But can this charavftcr- 
iftic of Crefcens denote any other view than that of reduc¬ 
ing His Lordfliip into an apoflacy limilar to that of his 
Secretaryi* We can only repeat, that it is with great an¬ 
xiety we wait for His Lordihip’s Apology. 

Buj what other Apology, than a clear and public pro- 
feflion of faith, and an abjuration of iliiiminifm, can re- 
tnflrate the honor of the Prelate Haslein, known in' the 
Se£I as the Brother Philo oj Eyblosf Original 

Writings deferibe this adept prelate as overloaded with 
work. It is an unfortunate circuniihince for him to have, 
been able to find time to pen letters and plans that Cs)ii!i 
have placed him in fuch great eftimadon with the chicks 
©f thefe confpirators.J 

See the Eudemoniat Vol. IV. Ko 5, Letter of Donor V, 
if. Jung. 

t Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter i, fro’n Pbiio, 

t Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. from Dkvicdesy and Voh 
II. Letter i,from PkU^. 
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Among the higher clafs of adepts may be ranked Atex^ 
‘ander^ or the general Count of Pappenheim, Govern¬ 
or of Ingolftadt, and Alfred the Count of Seinsheim^ 
Minifter and Vice-Prelident of the Council at Munich: 
At getting pofl'eflion of this latter Minifter, Weifhaupt 
exults, and on giving him the characteriftic of Alfred he 
thus writes to Cato: —What great men we daily gain 
over to our party at Athens (Munich), and that with- 
out its being perceived! Men much confidercd, ready 
formed, and peVfe6l models! ” Wciftiaupt does not wim 
to fee this adept in leading firings^ and therefore difpenfes 
V'ith his noviciate. He alfo hopes, with a little care oir 
the part of the recruiters, to fee his Excellency become one 
tf his great eft enthuftafls\ and he foon found that he had 
judged accurately of his pupil. The adep| Minifter goes 
of his own accord toingolftadt to be prefent at the inaugu¬ 
ration of an illuminized church, where Weifhaupt does the 
honors in a new difeourfe prepared for theoccafion. Full 
of admiration at the leffons of the Chief, the illuminized 
h'linifter becomes the carrier of this difedurfe to the Breth¬ 
ren at Munich; and all the town of Ingolftadt were fur- 
prized at feeing the Minilter, with fo many other of the 
Brethren, come to vifit Weifhaupt.^ At length the day 
arrives when the objefl: of this vifit ceafes to be mys¬ 
tery, and the adept Minifter is condemhed to a fliort ex-' 
ilc: but it ftill remains to be known, whether it is a fm- 
cere repentance for his paft enthufiafm, or fome new inw 
trigue or fecret influence of the Brethren, that has re¬ 
called him and reinftated him in his former dignities at 
the Court of Munich. All that I can gather from my 
corrcfpondence at Bavaria is, that Iliuminifm'is very far 
from having loft its influence in that country. * 

Another adept, dear to the Se 61 :, is the Count K'olLO- 
WRATH, the Nnmenius of Knigge, and whom Wei¬ 
fhaupt wifhed to cure of his theofophical ideas. He was, 
however, entrufted to the care of Brutus Count Sa viOLi> 
who, obferving him pafs toofuddenly to doubts on the 
imniGrtality of the foii\ began to fufpe6l: that his fuddeh 
converiions to the fyftems of Illuminifm was only pre¬ 
tended, in order that he might gain adhilflion to the fe- 
crets of the Order. If he ever attained the higher de¬ 
grees, it was not at leaft with the enthufiafm of Alfred.^ 

Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 7, 9, rS. 
t Writings^ Vol. 11 . Letter from Bruias. 
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'Weilhauptalfoclafled Chahrias^ the Baron W alb 
'Jr eLs, at Cologne,'’among the adepts of high rank: He 
was the Minifter of the Eledlors but no fooner had he 
llifcovered the knavery of the higher myfteries than he 
abandoned the Order. Ptolemeus. Lagus-^ or that fame 
Baron Riedsel, who, in -M?;2jr-Dittfurt’s plan> was to 
have had the direction of thellUiminired Sifterhood, imi¬ 
tated Uiis example. We cannot hope, however, to tear 
the malk from all thole confpirators whom Weilhaupt 
has encompaffed with darknefs, and who fliould rank a- 
niong the higher clafs of adepts. The Lift that was pub- 
lifhed foon after the Original V/ritings, contains chiefly 
thofe whom my reader have already feen in the courfe of 
this work. I fball, however, fubjoin it here with fiich ob- 
fervations as time has fince enabled me to make. There 
will appear adepts fcattered throughout the Councils,the 
Magiitracy, the Army, and the houfes for public Educa¬ 
tion s and this general view v/ill better enable the reader 
to judge of the care with which the Confpirators fought 
to occupy the moft important polls of focicty while they 
planned its ruin. 

IjtJl of the principal Jlluminees from the Foiindathn of 
the SeSi in 1776, till the Difovery of the Original 
^ Writings in 1786. 


Charadleriftics. 
Sparta CHS 

Agrippa 

yljax 

Alcibiades 

Alexander 

Alfred 


Arrian 

Attila 


Real Names of the Adepts. 

Weishaupt, Profefibr of Laws atln- 
golftadt, and Founder of the Seel. 

Will, Profefibr at Ingolftadt. 

Masse NHAUSEN, Coanfellor at Mu¬ 
nich. 

Hoheneicher, Councellor at Mu¬ 
nich. 

CountPAPPENHEiM,GenerM and Go¬ 
vernor of Ingolftadt. 

Count Seinsheim, Vice-Prefident at 
Munich, firft exiled as an Illuminee, 
then fent from Deux-Pouts to Ra- 
tifbon, and at length returned to, and 
in place at Munich. 

Count Cobenzel, I'reafurer at Aich- 

ftadt. 

Sauer, Chancellor at Ratifbon, 
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ChjirJi<5leriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Brut US' - Count Savioli, Counfellor at Mu- 
j i . nidi. 

Cato - ^ XAVLRius-ZwACK,AulicCounfel- 

(alfoZ)/?««^7^/jancl lor^ and Counfellor of the Regency* 
Philip-Strozzi) Exiled as an adept, 

Cdfus - Baader, Phyfician to the Eleflrefs- 
Do wager. 

Claudius •* Simon-ZwacKc 

Confucius - Baierhammer, Judge at Diefen. 

(at firfl Zoroajler j 

Coriolanus - Troponero, Counfellor at Munich. 
Diomedes - Mvarquis of Costanza, Counfellor at 
Munich. 

EpiBetus - Mi EG, Counfellor at Heidelberg. 
Epimenides - Falk, Counfellor and Burgomafter at 
Hanover. 

Euclid - Riedl, Counfellor at Munich. 
Hannibal - Baron Bassus, a Swifs from the Gri- 
. .foils. 

Hermes Trifrne^ 

gijius SoLCHER, Curate at Haching. 

Livius • - ' Rudorger, Secretary of the States at 

Munich.. 


Lndovicus ^ 
Bavariis 
Adahojnet * - 
Marius 

Mmelaus 

Minos 

Mocnius 

Mifeg 


Numa *- 
Nu7na Pomp1 11 u s 


Lori, difmifled from the Order. 

Baron Schroekenstein. 

Her TEL, Canon of, and exiled frona 
Munich. 

Werner, Counfellor at Alunich. 

Baron Dittfurt, Affefibr to the Im¬ 
perial Chamber of Wetzlar. 

Dufresne, Commiflary at Munich. 

Baron Monjell ay, exiled from Mu¬ 
nich, received and placed at Deux- 
Ponts, 

SoNNENSELS, Couiifellor at Vienna, 
and Cenfor. 

Count Lodron, Counfellor at Mu-^ 
nich. 


Pericles > Baron Peckkr, Judge at Amberg. 
Philo - Baron Knigge, iir the fervice of Brer 


men. 
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Charadcriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. 

Philo of Bjblgs' The Prelate Haslein, V^ice-Prefident 
of the Spiritual Council at Munich, 
and Bifhop hi^ Partibus, 
Pythagoras - Drexl, Librarian at Munich. 
Raimondde Lulle Fronhower, Counfeller at Munich* 
Swionidcs - Ruling, Counfellor at Hanover. 
Solon - ' MrcHT,anEcclefiafticat Freyfinguen. 

Spinofa - Munter, Attorney at Hanover. 

Sylla - Baron M aggenhoff, Captain in the 
Bavarian fervice. 

Tamerlam - Lang, Counfellor at Aichftadt. 

Thales - Kapfimger, Secretary to Count TaC- 

tenbach. 

Tiberius ' - Merz, exiled from Bavaria, fince Se¬ 
cretary to the Ambaffador of the Em¬ 
pire at Copenhagen. 

Pefpafan - Baron Hornstein, of Munich.^ 

This Lift appears to have been chiefly compiled for the 
Bavarian adepts in the firft volume of the Original Writ¬ 
ings. The fecond volume might furnifli us with the fol¬ 
lowing additions, befides a multitude of other adepts vvhofe 
true names have not been difeovered. Thofe whpfe names 
are riot followed by the page quoted from the Original 
Writings in this lift, have been fent to me in Private Ade- 
inorials and Letters, or are extra£led from Public* Jour¬ 
nals. 

Charaderiftics. Real Names of the Adepts, 

Aaron - This adept is rinly mentioned under the 
initials P. F. V. B. (Prince Ferdi-^ 
Hand van Brunfivigf both when he 
fends for Knigge, and when he pro- 
mifes his protection to the adept who 
is to Illuminize England., (P. 122 
and 104.) 

Accacius - Doctor Koppe, Superintendant firft at 
Gotha, afterwards at Hanover, (P. 

123.) 

^ This Lift if taken from that publKhed in the German 
Journals. 
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Charaileriftics. 

Agat^cUs 

Jgis 


Alheroni 


AmcUus 

■Archelaiis 

Arijlodemcs - 

Bayard 

BcUf^rius 
Campanella - 


Coy'nelius ScipiQ 
Crefcens 

Chryjippus 

Cyril 

Gotefcalc 

Hegefias 
Leveller r 

Lucian 


Jleal Names of the Adepts* 

ScHMERBER, Merchant at Frankfort* 
on the Mein> (P. lO.) 

Krober, Governor of the Prince of 
StolbeiVs children at Neu.iveid, (P. 

i8i.) 

Bleuehtreu, formerly a Jev/, after¬ 
wards a Counfellor of the Chamber 
at Neuweid, (P. i8i.) 

Eobe, Privy Counfellor at Weimar, 
(P. 213 and 221, &c.) 

De Barres, formerly a Major in the 
French fcryice, (P. 183.)' 

CoMPE, High Bailiff at Weinburg in 
the Electorate of Hanover. 

Baron Busche, a Hanoverian in the 
Dutch fervice, (P. 195*) 

Peterson, at Worms. ^ 

Count Stolberg, the maternal uncle 
cf the Prince of Neuweid; and with 
him may be comprifed the wIioIq 
court, the fayorites, fecretaries, and 
council withoutexception, (P. 69 and 

Berger, ^ LecSturer at Munich, (P. 
220.) 

BaronDALBERG, Coadj u tor of Mentz, 
(from Memorials^ Letterand Ger-, 
man Journals f 

Kolborn, Secretary to the Baron Dal*: 
berg, (P» 73 and 100.) 

Schweickart, at Worms. 

Moldenhauer, Proteftant ProfelTor 
of Divinity at Keil in Holftein, (P. 
198.) 

Baron Greifenxlau, of Mentz, (P. 
196.) 

LEUCHSENRiNO,an Alfacian,and Prcr 
fzeptor to the Princes of Heile Darm^ 
ftadt; driven from Berlin, he took re* 
fuge at Paris. ‘ 

Nicolai, Bookfeller and Jpurnalift^t 

' Berlin (P. 28.) 
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Charafleriftics. Real Names of the Adepts. >. 

Manethon - Schmelzer, Ecclefiaftical Counfcllor 
at Mentz, (P. 196.) 

Marcus Aurelius Feder,* ProfefTor at Gottinguen, (P. 

. Munter, Profeflbr of Divinity at Co¬ 
penhagen, (P. 123.) 

Nutnenius - Count Kollowrath, at Vienna, (P. 

199.) 

Peter Cotton Volger, Phyfician at Neuweid, (P. 

188.) 

Pjc de la Mi- Brunner, Pri eft at Tiefenback in the 

randole Bjfhoprick of Spire, (P. 174.) 

Theognis - Fischer, Lutheran Minifter in Aus¬ 
tria, (P. 204.) 

■ " ■< - Rontgen, Proteftant Minifter atPet- 

kam, in Eaft Friefland,and En¬ 
glish Apostle Illuminifm, 

Timoleon - Ernest Lewis, Duke of Saxe Go^ 

• tha, (Private Memorials.) 

Prince Walter Augustus of Saxe Gotha, {Ibid.) 

We do not add to this Lift Efchylus^ or Charles Au- ^ 
guftus of Saxe Weimar, as he has declined the honor cf 
continuing one of Weifhaiipt’s difciples. The late Prince 
of Neuwied might be fubjoined for many reafons, and he 
would make the fifth Prince well known to have been 
conne6fed with the Se£t; but he is no more, and we have 
not fufHcient proofs to infcribe on the lift fevcral others 
of th^t clafs who in Germany are fuppofed to belong to 
the Seil:. 


^ It was on feeing the ftrong illufion of his degree of E- 
popt (fo ftrangely impious) on the Do( 51 orsFederand Koppe, 
and fome others of the Univerfity of Gottinguen, that Wei- 
fliaupt wrote to Cato, “ You cannot conceive how much my 
degree of Priejl or Epopt is admired by our people ; but 
“ what is the moft extraordinary is, thar feveral great Protes? 
tant and Reformed Divines, who are of our Order, really be- 
lieve that that part of thedifcourfe which alludes to religion 
contains the true fpirit and real fenfe of Chriftianity. Poor 
mortals, nuhat could I not make you believe Orig- Wiic. 
Vol. IL Let. 18. 
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CHAP. IX. 


New Chiefs and new Means of the llluminees—Devht 
of the Jefuits Mafonry and Sitccefs of that hnpojiure* * 

A mong the fecret writings that the Seft had in 
vain fought to conceal from the eyes of juftice, was 
one on which v/as found in Gcz^^-Zwack^s hand-writing, 
this remarkable marginal note: In order to re-eftablijfh 
“ our affair?, let fome of the ablei^ of thofe brethren who 
have avoided our misfortunes take the places ot our 
founders j let them get rid of the difcontented, and, in 
concert with the new eledt, labor to reftore our fociety 
to its primitive vigor.’'* Weifliaupt had fcarcely left 
ingolitadt when he threatened thofe who difmiffed him, 
that ere long their joy ftiould he converted into farrow,\ 
and it W’as evident that the llluminees were far from hav¬ 
ing abandoned their confpiracy. Notwithftanding, how¬ 
ever, the awful and menacing afpedl which it prefented, the 
‘different powers^ it would feera, affedfed to leave the con- 
Ipirators in poffeffion of means to profecute their illumini- 
%\ng plans with greater activity. 

If we except Weifliaupt, no adept in Bavaria had been 
condemned to a feverer punifliment than exile or a fliort 
imprifonment. In other parts,from Livonia to Strafbourg, 
and from Holftein to Venice, not a Angle inquiry had 
been made concerning their lodges. Many of thofe adepts 
w ho had been convicted of the deepeft guilt had met with 
protedtion inftead of indignation in the different courts. 
Notwithftading the cleareft proofs of his guilt had been 
adduced, we fee Zwack, a very few days after, producing 
certificates of his probity and fidelity to his prince, which 
had more the appearance of having been iffued by his ac¬ 
complices than by the Aulic Council and the Prince 
of Salm Kyrbourg calls him to his court, in all probabi¬ 
lity to be ierved with a fimilar fort of fidelity ! ! The 

^ Original Writings, Vol. 1 . lafl pages. 

•}• His Letter to Fifcher. 

t See his Appendix to the Original Writings, P. and 36. 
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confpirators Brutus-S^vioVi and Diomedes-ConRmzd. 
might continue to recruit for the Se6f, provided it was 
not in Bavaria^ and that at the expenfe of the Prince who 
had difcovered their plots. Tiherius^Mcrz^ whofe infa¬ 
mous morals are recorded in the Original Writings, bare¬ 
facedly efcorted them in the retinue of the ambaliador of 
the empire to Copenhagen. ^^r^6^-Sein(heim merely 
bartered the favor of his Prince for that of the Duke dc 
Deux-Ponts, and an intrigue was immediately fet on foot 
to reinftatc him at Munich. Spartacus himfeif tranquilly 
enjoyed bis afylum and a penfion at court, though he had 
confpired to annihilate every Prince. Never.had fomon- 
ftrous a confpiracy been difcovered or fo publicly denoun¬ 
ced j yet never were confpirators fo amply fupplied with 
the means of continuing their plots by thofe even againft 
whom they were coii 4 >iring. Thus plainly did every thing 
denote that the flight of Weifhaupt would be to Illumin- 
ifm, what the Hegira of Mahomet had formerly been to 
Moflemifm, only the prelude to a greater and more fplen- 
did fuccefs. Experience now taught Weifhaupt to com¬ 
bine new means according to his favorite maxim of ap^ 
pearing idle in the inidji of the greateji aSlivity^ Per¬ 
haps alfo, content with having laid the foundations of his 
confpiracy, and with having arrived at that day which he 
had long fince foretold, when he could defy the powers of 
xhe earth to deftroy his fabric ; or, perhaps, fatisfied at 
feeing he had now formed men able to prefide over his 
Areopage; he fimply gave his advice on important occa- 
fions, leaving the common details, the fun6lions of an or¬ 
dinary chief, to other adepts. However that may be, 
though it were proved that he bad given up the dignity 
cf chief, though the archives of the Se<Sl: were more deep¬ 
ly concealed than they are, yet proofs of the plots which 
they are now profecuting would not be wanting. Their 
public adlions fhall in future depofe againft them in de¬ 
fault of their fecret archives. The adepts were known; 
it was therefore eafy ^to watch their labors and compare 
their devices. The German writers have had the ftarc 
of us ill that career, hiftory, therefore, will not be defti- 
tute of demonftrative proofs. 

The grand obje^f of the llluminees, after thedifeovery They 
of their lecret papers, was to perfuade Germany that their 
Order wasextin<^; that the adepts had not only renoun- 
ced all their illuminizing myfteries,but even all intercourfe iiience. 
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atnong themfelves as members of a fecret fociety* Thefe 
are not the firft Brigands or the firft Sedfaries on record 
tliat have wilhed to make the world believe the idea of 
their exillence to be chimerical, even at the very time 
when they were moft adtively promoting their plots and 
propagating their principles. But here error has belied 
itfelf even in the mouths of its moft zealous advocates* 
On the firft appearance of thofe works that denounced 
to the Britifli nation at large the confpiracy of the Illu- 
ininees, and fhewed how'they were profccuting their plots 
in the occult Lodges of Mafonry, the zealous brethren 
inhabiting the banks of the Thames called on their Ger¬ 
man allies for fuccor, in order to deftroy thofe ill impres- 
fions which the Life of ^immerman^ Mr, RobfotCs 
Proofs^ and thefe Memoirs^ were making. The com-*- 
plaints of the Englilh fraternity, and the anfwer of their 
auxiliary Brother Boetiger, are inferted in the German 
Mercury, No. ii, page 267. Nearly the fame anfwer 
has crolied the feas, in order to inform the Englifti, thro* 
the channel oFthe Monthl^^ Magazine of January 1798) 
page 3 ) that Vv^hoever (hould turn his refearches toward 
Illuminifin would be in purfuit of a chimera, as from 

the beginning of the year 179O, EVERY CONCERN OF 
THE Illuminati has ceased, and no Lodge of 
Free-mafons in Germany has, fince that period, taken 
the leaft notice oF them. Evident proofs of this alFer- 
tion are to be found among the papers of Mr. Bode, 
late Privy Counfeilor at Weimar, who was at the head 
‘‘ of the Order in this part of Germany, and who died in 

Strange foregoing paffage, written by Mr% Boetiger, may 

to'^' obferved to include a ,very lingular avowal, which has 
the already been noticed in Germany to the great confufion 

of the adepts. Some zealous writers have told them:— 
You now own then, that the mvfteries of Illuminifm had 
become thofe of the Mafonic Lodges, ^aiid that they had 
continued to be fo till the year 1790; thofe journalifts and 
other authors, therefore, who incefiantly called the atten¬ 
tion or fovereigns to the Illuminees, were not miftaken j 
and Zimmerman, Hoffman, and Dr. Stark, with fo many 
other writers whofe works the Seel wifhed to fupprefs, 
were corredl in pubjicly proclaiming that this difaftrous 
Sedl had not been annihilated when its plots were difeo- 
vered in 178b, and much leis fo in 1785, as the adept 
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writers of the Brotherhood or their hirelings had attempt^ 
ed to perfuade the world.* Now the confpirators think 
that it would fuffice for their purpofe to make the world 
believe that the idea of their exillence fince the year 1790 
is chimerical. This artifice alfo fliall be unmalked, and 
nations fhall be convinced that tliough this Sedl may have 
changed its form, yet that in fo doing it has only iiivigo- 
rated itfelf, and acquired new means of corruption. 

The Sieur Boetiger^ the Quixotte of the Illuminees, Bdde the 
and of the Brother Bode in particular, alfo makes ano* chief 
thcr avov/al, viz. That his hero Bode really bcCc.me the Sed. 

chief of the Illuminees in his part of Germany.f No 
Brother before him had ever made this avowali but it 

* See Endemonia, Vol. VI- No. 2. 

f The Sieur Boeiiger* Diredor of the Gymnafium at Wei¬ 
mar, and the auxiliary adept fo famous for his Eulogy on Bode, 
which was only laughed at in Germany, has many other claims 
to ridicule befide thofe recorded in his writings. The Engii/Ii 
may overlook the numerous demands of this kind that he has 
upon us in about half a dozen Magazines and Reviews in which 
he co-operates, for his difl’eriations on the Roman Ladtssy on 
their and on theii^/f/z/j; on AmericaydiwA on China; on 

the Etriifcan Vafesy on the jrifiing of a Playevy and, in Hiorr, 
on manv other fubjeds. But wbat it mofe concerns the Engiilh 
people to know is, that the man, whofe authority is fet up in 
favor of the Broiheilicod, is as well known in Germany for hb 
talents as a leader offadion, as he is for his treatifes on toilets 
and fans. Nor did he on the news of tlie immjrial vidory of 
Admiral Duncan reftrain his Jacobin rage in his joarnais, or , 

blulh at faying that it ^vas doubtful whether the Knglilh had 
gained this vidory by the interference of heaven or of hell, 

^whether it ca?ne from above or helo^^v (von oben oder von un- 
ten); and that it was the opinion of many, that it would have 
been a greater happinefs for the E?iglijh to have kf. the battle 
than to have gained it. Such, neverthelefs, is the man whom 
v/e find placed in competition with, and evenkt up as an au¬ 
thority againft the patriotifm of Mr. Kobifon. 

This very fame man moreover writes to inform the Englifh 
that he is no lllu mi nee. He may gain credit in England; but 
in Germany he is afi^ed what buiinefs he had v/iih the Miner- 
val Lodges of lVei??iarP-^\n what quality could he pretend to 
inherit the papers of a chief of lliuminifm, which, according 
to the laws of the Sed, could only be entrufted to brethren? 

Or for wbat reafon, after having been fo intimately conneded 
with Bode, does he ftiil coniinueto be ih: laborious co-opera^ 
tor of the adept Wi eland to the Ne^ German Mercury? 

This auxiliary adept alfo wfites to the Englilh, that the Duke 
of Saxe Gotha, on application to Itim for that purpofe, nvouhl, 

'doubtkfsy permit the tnfpeciion of thofe papers of Bode’s. But no 
fuch invitation is made to the Germans; to them he talks of 
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pcrfe6lly coincides with the information that I had re¬ 
ceived concerning this infamous Illumine^, It is under 
the direftion of this adept, therefore, whofe talents for 
confpiracy were fo much admired by P/>//if-Knigge, that 
we are now to trace the labors and progrefs of the Se£I. 

7'o avert the public attention by means ef fabulous 
i^able of plots, and to conceal their own that they might profecutc 
the Jeluiis conquells in the mafonic Lodges; to enfnare that 
and clafs called men of letters, and at length taint the whole 

ol'jcdt. people with their principles; wer^ the objefts 

of j^;ue/Jus~BoDEy and of the new Areopagites who pre- 
fided over Iliuminifm after Weilhaupt’s flight and the 
dirperfion of the Bavarian adepts. Among the various 
means devifed, might appear fingularly ridiculous but 
for the ailonifbing advantages drawn from it by the Sect: 
I mean the fable of the Jcfults Mafonry. A prodigious 
number of volumes have been written in Germany, both 
by thofc who invented the fable, and by others who tho’t 
it incumbent on them to warn the public of this new arti¬ 
fice of ilkiminifm. I will not wander into ufelefs detail, 
but will fimply lay before my reader the leading points by 
which he may trace the Sedt until it attains the period of 
its pow'er in our revolutions. 

As an a6i: of homage to the defpot Weifliaupt, Philo^ 
Kniggc was the nrfl: who, in the year 1781, and under 

Prhice being in pofleflion of all Bode^s papers, but does not 
veniure to name the prince. He knew too well that perfons on 
the fpot might attempt to gain that admittance to infpcdt the 
papers, if Boetiger 's word could be a fuflicient incitement to 
ihofe, who think they have acquired a certainty that the prince 
poffeflbr has powerful reafons for not Jho^ing the trunks 
full of papers that he bought at fucli an immenle rate, and for 
7iot givhig an invitation to the jxiblic fimilar to that which the 
court of Bavaria ordered to be inferted at the head of the Ori- 
ginal Writings; 

1, in my turn, invite the Author of the Monthly Magazine X(S 
iofert ihefe reflections in his publication, as he did Boetiger’s 
letter in oppofition to I\Ir. Robifon in that of January, 179S. 
My reafon for making this invitation is, becaufe I havebeen in¬ 
formed tl»at fume peifons have been duped by that letter, and 
really thou^>ht that the exiftence of this Sedl, and of its plots, 
the moii montlious and moft lubtle that ever exiiled, was chi¬ 
merical. 

f can alfo inform my readers, that all the Secret Writings of 
Bode are nor at Gotha. Many of his letters are at this moment 
printir.cr*. my correfpondents inform me, that they perfeCt- 
’V accord with the flatenients in my Mempiis. 
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the name of Aloysios Mayer, publiflied this idea of 
the Jefuits Mafonry. He took it up again in the circu^ 
lar letter written by order of Spartacus to the Mafonic 
Lodges; he again infifts on it in,his Additions to the 
Hijiory of Free-McifonryJ^ The adepts Ostertag at 
Ratifbon, Nicolai and Biester at Berlin, and a fwarra 
of other Illurninees, (ought to give fan£lion to this Fa¬ 
ble by their writings. As yet, however, it was difficult to 
form a precife idea of this ftory of the Jefuits Mafon¬ 
ry, or whether it was true or falfe. Bode at length made 
a colle£lion of every thing that could be (aid on the fub- 
jc6t, and fent the whole of thefe materials to the Brother 
Bonneville at Paris.f He foon publiffied his work, 
entitled 'Ihe Jefuits expelled fro?n Free-mafonry\ and 
this production, lent to all the regular Lodges, was fup- 
pofed to be the death-blow to this terrible phantom. 

On inveftigating thefe different produ^ions, we ob- 
ferve, that their drift was to make the Free-mafons be¬ 
lieve that all their Lodges were fecretly under the direc¬ 
tion of the Jefuits; that the whole of their myfteries, 
their fecrets and their laws, were but an invention of 
the Jefuits; that each Mafon, without fufpeCling it, was 
but the (lave and inftrument of that fociety which had 
long fince been looked upon as extinCt, but whofe niem-» 
bers, though difperfed, ftill preferved an afcendancy dis¬ 
graceful to Mafonry, and dangerous to nations and their 
rulers, ^'he refult of all this tended to perfuade the bre-* 
thren, that true Mafonry was not to be fought for either 
among the Roficrucians or the Scotch Knights, and dill 
lefs among the Englifh Mafons, or thofe of the Stridl 
Obfervance; but folely among the Eclectic Lodges that 
were under the direClion of the Illurninees. J 

The name of Jefuit is certainly a formidable bug-bear 
to many people, efpecially to thofe who could never par¬ 
don their zeal for the Roman Catholic faith; and it can¬ 
not be denied, that if condancy in the caufe of that reli¬ 
gion was hateful, they were well entitled to the hatred 
of the enemies of jthe Catholic faith. It is obfervable, 
that it was in thofe very parts of Germany where the 

See thefe works and the Original Writings, Vol. If. Let. 
az, from Weifhaupt, and Let. i, from Philo .—Aifo the Ciccu^ 
lar Letter, Part U. Se^t. Vf. 
f Endliche Schickfal, Page 3?, 
t See Philo*% Circular Letter and his conclulion. 
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Lodges were chiefly compofed of Proteftant brethren, 
itsfuccefs. that this fable made the moil: aftonifhing impreflion, no¬ 
thing being talked of but Jefuits under the cloak of Ma- 
fonry, and their great confpiracy. One might have tho’t 
that the confpiracy of the Illuminees was entirely for¬ 
gotten ; but that was not their only obje6f. The Mafonic 
Brethren of the ordinary Lodges heard fo much of their 
being the dupes of the Jefuits, that they abandoned the 
Stridf Obfervance and the Roficrucians, and flocked to 
the Ecled^ic Mafons, then under the diredllon of the lllu - 
minces. The Mafonic Revolution was fo complete and 
fo fatal to ancient Mafonry, that its zealous Mafters and 
Vencrablcs declared this fldfion of Jefuits Malbnry to be 
a confpiracy truly worthy of aDanton or a Robefpierre.^' 
In vain did the more clearfighted Mafojis point out the 
fnare, to vindicate their reputation and put a flop to the 
general defertion. Their demonflratlons came too late; 
befide, they w^cre written by Proteflants, who wereftrong- 
iy prejudiced againft the Jefuits or knew but little about 
them.f But, unfortunately, when Germany really dis¬ 
covered the drift of the fable, the greater part of the Ma¬ 
fons had united with the Illuminees for fear of falling a 
prey to the Jefuits, and many others had entirely aban¬ 
doned the Lodges, chufing to be neither Illuminees nor 
Jefuits. Thus was that threat of Vv^eifhaupt accomplifh- 
ed, that he would cither conquer the Stridi Obfervance 
and the Roficrucians, or deflroy them. 

Were it not that prejudice often deprives men of the 
ufe of their reafon, one fhould be aftonifhed to fee the Ma¬ 
fons fall into fuch a paltry fnare. Suppofing that I were to 
go to the Mother Lodge of Edinburgh, the Grand Lodge 
of Y ork or that of London, and fay to their Direftories and 
Grand Mafters, you thought that you prefided over the 
Mafonic World; you looked upon yourfelves as the guar¬ 
dians of the grand fecrets of Mafonry, and as the grant- 
ers of the diplomas; but all this time you weremiltaken, 
and little fufpedted that you were, and ftill continue to be 
nothing more than puppets put in motion by the Jefuits, 

^ Wahrlich eln proje^l elnes Dantons odcr Robefplerrc 
Werdig ( Endlicbc Schickfal, 

f See on tijis fubjeil ihe Endikhe Schiskfaly the works 
tilled, Der Anfgezo'^ene Vorkangder Frey Matirery, —And 

partlculariy the laft hundred papres of ihe work Uhr dU Align 
tifid Ncuen Myjlerie7iy Chap. XVI. 5 cc. 
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Could one, I aflc, invent any thing more degrading either 
to the human mind, or to that common fenle which mufi:, 

I fuppofe, be granted to the heroes of Mafonry ! Such,, 
however, was the whole Table of the Jefuits Mafonry,—^ 
When fpeaking of the ^EngUfh Mafons^ the authors and a- 
bettors of this fable fay, “,// is irue^ there are feme (of 
thofe Englifh Mafons) who fufpeSi that they are ledhy 
the 7 ipfe^ hut thefe arc few* ... It is more common a- 
mong them than any ivhere elfe^ for certain members to 
renew from time to time the idea of unknown Superiors 
and thofe unknown Superiors who lead the Englilh by the 
nofe are always the Jefuits.* 

Ere long the reproach becomes general; all that mul¬ 
titude of degrees invented in France, in Sweden, and in 
Germany, becomes an invention of the Jefuits, as well 
as the Englifli and Scotch degrees \ j* and a fort of epi¬ 
demical ftupidity alone binders the Brotherhood from feel¬ 
ing their bondage; at leaft fuch mull be the natural con- 
fequence of this fable- How could the German Mafons 
pollibly avoid perceiving the abfurdity of it ? 7 ^heir pro- ' 
found adepts and the Eie<fl of all nations flocked to Wil- 
lemfbaden, and in the fpace of thirty years they held five 
or fix general affembliesj how came it to pafs that all 
thefe brethren combining their fecrets, their government, 
and their laws, revifing, meditating, and correfting, not 
only their myfteries but their whole code, were purblind 
enough not to furmife at leaft that of which they were afo ♦ 
terwards fo fully perfuaded when they returned to their 
Lodges, viz. that they were but tne vile inftruments 
and flaves of the Jefuits There can be no medium j 
cither the Mafons muft be the offspring of the groffeft 
ftupidity and folly (and then what becomes of their great 
lights and their fcience of fciences fo much extolled), or, 
the invention of the Jefuits’ Mafonry muft be a moil ab- ^ 
furd fable (and in that cafe why do they flock to the 
Lodges of the Iliuminecs for fear of meeting a bugbear ia. 
their own) ? 

This fable too appears ftill more abfurd when we re-* 
fle£l that fuch men as Philippe D’Orleans, Condorcet, Sy- 
eyes, or Mirabeau, with fo many other Deifts, Atheifts, 

A a 

♦ Sec the Jefuits expelled Mafonry^ Part I. P. $i and 
t Philos Circular Letter, 
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and mofl: inveterate enemies and affaflins of the Jefuits, 
and of all thofc who preached the fame dodrines, were 
. at the head of Majonry ! 

It may alfo be worthy of remark, at what period thefe 
Religious are transformed into -the Grand Matters and 
Directors of that multitude of X^odges fpread from Eaft 
to Weft ? It is after they have been abollfhed ; it is when, 
forbidden to form a community, they are difperfed thro^- 
out the different diocefes afting the part of private mis- 
ttonaries under the infpe^fion of their Bifhops: this is the 
period chofen for inftalling them governors and directors 
of a vatt confraternity of Mafons ? It is when ftripped of 
every thing, driven from their habitations, having fcarce- 
]y whereVvdth to procure the neceflaries of life, that they 
arc fuppdfed to command all the funds of the Mafonic 
Lodges ! It is when, under the yoke of perfecution, they 
continue to preach the doctrines of the Gofpel, that they 
are accufed of a fuppofed fecret impiety and of a profound 
policy ! If they are impious, at leaft we mutt allow them 
to be as auk ward in their impiety and as imbecile as thofe 
ivho could fuppofe them to have pottefled fome ingenuity; 
for in the midft of their fjppofed impiety, of their Deifti- 
cal and Atheiftical, their rebellious and anarchical princi¬ 
ples, they have been aukward enough always to have for 
their greateft enemies not only the Deifts and Atheifts of 
Mafonry but thofe of every other clafs ! On the other 
hand, they ate fuppofed to be the authors of the new mys¬ 
teries of Mafonry, and they are artful enough to intro¬ 
duce them by means of proteftant leaders, fuch as a Baron 
Hund or a Zinnendorff; befide, thefe myfteries arc 
only multiplied in the divers Lodges in order to create 
inteftine jealoufies, hatreds, &c. which all the general 
meetings of the Sed: could not reprefs ! This alfo mutt * 
be the work of a body profoundly politic ! Did thefe ter¬ 
rible Jefuits then think to add to their power by thus de- 
ttroying the Mafonic puppets which they bad folong go¬ 
verned, in place of uniting thofe millions of brethren or 
ilaves under one law, who might have formed an impene¬ 
trable phalanx againft their enemies ? 

Certainly we mutt be aftoniflied at the abfurdity of this 
fable of the Jefuits’ Mafonry; but our aftonifliment in- 
creafes on examining the proofs whereon it is grounded.* 

* Some readers may perhaps lax me with treating this fable^ 
and the proofs adduced by the liiumineesj as abfurd and incon^ 
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Let US fuppofe that Nicolai, Knigge, Bode and the 
ether writers of the Brotherhood, hnd made a compila- 

ceivable, only that I might be difpenfed fi oni trouble of refut¬ 
ing demonllrations perhaps difficult to be anfwered. Should 
any luch be found among my readers, let them turn to thofe 
writings which feme of the moft famous adepts, fuch for ex¬ 
ample as Miraheau, or rather his initiator and recruiter Maa- 
vtllon^ extol in the higheft terms; and which are not (he lays) 
to be looked upon as a mere fyfierny but a complete digejl and 
exa£lJiatement of the principal fa6ls that led in Ger7?iany to the 
difcovery ofthis Mafonry of the jefuits. (See Miraheaus Prus- 
fian Monarchy^ VoL V* Book VIIL Page 77.) This famous 
book is entitled, The Jefuits expelledfro7n Mafonry^ and their 
poig7iard broken by the mafons. In the very firtt page we fee 
engraven on a plate this poignard with thecompafs,ihe fquare* 
the triangles, the eagles, ftars, and every thing that he fuppofes 
to be the emblems of Scotch Mafonry. Should it be afked where 
this poignard was found, no anfwer is given; but in the fol¬ 
lowing very ingenious manner the writer pretends to demon- 
ftrate that the great authors and diredlors of Scotch Mafoniy 
were Jefuits: 

ift. Bonnevillei declares this Mafonry to confift of four de¬ 
grees, the Apprentice, the Fellow-Craft, the Mailer, and the 
Scotch Mafler. The pafs-words in thefe degrees are Boaz and 
TubaUcain for thefirfl; Shibolet'h, Chibiin^ Notimiafoi the o- 
thers. Boaz feems to have puzzled him; he therefore rejects 
it, and only takes the four initials, T. S. C. N. 

The Jefuits alfo had four degrees, the Lay Brothers, (that is 
to fay) thofe who, as in all leligious Orders, were only admit¬ 
ted as fervants, fuch as the cooks, gardeners, &c. Thefe the 
Jefuits.called TeiuporalCoadjutors* Bonneville overlooks Co-^ 
adjutor, but takes the initial of Tetuporai; and be thus gets 
which deraonftrates that the Lay Brother Jefuit is tlje fame as 
the Apprentice Mafon, alfo denoted by T. The fecond degree 
among the Jefuits is that of the young lludenis, and thefe v/ere 
called Scolajliciy or Scholars; but when they had finifijed their 
Budies, and taught in their turn, they became Mdgjjlri, or 
Matters; The S in Scolafiiciis convenient for Bonneville's de- 
raonftration, and it becomes the S of the Shiboleih of the FeJ- 
lo>v-Craft. Thethird degree of the Jefuits is that of Spiritual 
Coadjutor^ who took the three common religionk^vows; here 
the CMnitial of Coadjutor is the C of Chlhlira, and Bonneville 
has not the ttightett doubt but the fpiritoal Coadjutor of the 
Jefuits is the Majierva Free-mafonry, At length' comes the, 
fourth degree, or the profefTed Jefuits, that hi rfiofe wlio to the 
three firft vows have added that of going to preach the Gofpcl 
in whatever part of the world the Pope chofe to fend them.— 
'J'hefe were called x.he p/'ofejed Jefuits; but the wuid profeffed 
would not ferve Bonneville's purpoie, he wanted an he 
fays, therefore, that thefe prefeffed were called NoJ!ri, lie.theft 
gets an N, the evident Notuma oi the Scotch Maftci in Mafon- 
^ Ty. Thus it that by comparing the T‘. S. C. N. of Mafonry 
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tion of every thing that was odious in Mafonry, and had 
fubftituted the word y^fuit for that of Free-mafon or Ro^ 
ficruciariy we fhall then have a pretty accurate idea of the 
general courfe followed by the illumini^Jng .Mafons. It 
would be exadlly as if any hiftorian were to take it into 
his head, when treating of Weifliaupt’s Code, to fubfti-' 
tute the word Jefuit in lieu of Illuminee, and that without 
being able to name a fingle Jefuit againft whom the ac- 
cufation could be preferred, notwithrtanding the ardent 
defire of theie barefaced calumniators to mention fome one 
at lea A of the culprit jefuits. It is a long feries of contra- 
didions. Neither do they agtee as to the time, the de¬ 
grees, or the niyfteries of tliis Mafonry of the Jefuits.— 
The foie fa6l: that might deferve to be inveAigated, had 

with the T iS*. C. /Y. that he had difeovered among the Jefuits, 
be prove? that the degrees of Scotch Mafonry are the fame as 
thofe of the Jefuits. ( See the ycfidts expelled Mafonry^ VoL II- 
Fa^e 5 and 6 J 

Should the reader defire to know how the word Mafon pre- 
dfely anfwers to the perfe£l degree of the Jefuits, or their 
Frofejfedy Bonneville will tell him, that the letters A. B. C. &c. 
iland for numbers f, Suppofe the Jefuits have adopt¬ 

ed this eafy cypher, and then the four letters M. A. S. O.will 
give la.-bt+iS-r 14=45, then remains N, the very initial 
letter of the NosrtR the perfell degree of the jefuits- to^hich 
they could only he admitted ot the age'of forty-five I (Ibid- Page^ 
t).) What a uity (exclaims Bonneville) thauthisYfT^.^r Ihould 
be the profejfed Jefuit^ profejfus quatuor votorum (Ibid. Page 
€); and a ttill greater pity (fay 1) for his portion, that, ac¬ 
cording to the coniiitutions of the Jefuits, at the age of tw^en- 
ty-five they might be admitted to take the fourth vow, provid¬ 
ed they had finilTicd their courfe of divinity. ( Conjlit- SocieU 
ffief. Part /. Chap. IL No\ 12, de AdmittendisJ Another mis¬ 
fortune w'as, that even thofe jefuits who had taught in their 
colleges had geoerally terminated their courfe of divinity and 
taken their lalt vow by t^’.e age of thirty-three- 

Were I to go on to fliow, that the G, or the Qod^ of the Ma- 
Tons become^ the General of the Jefuits, becaufe General be¬ 
gins with a G.—that the ffuhaU or the mulician of the Mafens, 
is a Jefuit, becaufe f ubal and Jefuit both^ h^in with a J.— 
that the Miham-AhfzSi^ of the niyAcries is a Jefuit, becaufe 
H=8 ahd A = i and the total 9=).; in Ihoit, wxre I to pro¬ 
ceed to enumerate live or hx hundred follies of tlie fame na- 
tme, all given as nreofs of the Jefuits’ MafrmiVj my re.adef 
would be alnioA tempted to behevc tl'.a: T was traducing Bon¬ 
neville. I muA, theiefoic, refer him to the yiniior himfeif; and 
let that man read and ftndy him who is not difgulled at the 
reading of the lirll pwges, aiuJ at the impudence with which 
this author wilhes to nnpofe upon the public. 
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any proof been adduced in confirmation of jt, was that of 
the jefuits converting Mafonry into a confpiracy for the 
reinfetement of the Stuarts on the Englifli I'hrone. But 
of what confequence'could their reinftatement. on the 
throne, or a fecret of that nature, be to the Swedifli, Rus^ t 

fian, ’Polonefe, or Dutch Mafons ; and how could one 
pretend to periuade the Englilh and Scotch Mafons that 
their Mafonry, Code, and Emblems, long anterior to the 5 
cataftrophe of the Stuarts, were only myfteries invented 
to reinlfate the Stuarts on the throne ? Should an his¬ 
torian ever undertake to write the hiftory of the extraor¬ 
dinary reveries of the human mind, let him not forget thofe ^ 
fet forth by the Iliuminees on this occafion; and were it i , 
not for the eminent ufe it'was of to therri for the propa¬ 
gation of their plots, I fhould never have thought of trou¬ 
bling rny reader with it, or of ferioufly refuting fo incohe- . 
rent a fable. We muft next turn our attention to a coa¬ 
lition more real and far more difaftrous,! mean that known 
under the name of.the Gernianic.Union. * 
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iCHAR X. 


Th^ Germanic Union—Its principal Aliors^ and the Con^ 
qiiejls it prepared for the Illuminees, 

A fter havlpj; dcfcHbed fo many plots, unmafked 
fo much artifice, and difclofed Aich various means 
of delufion and fedu(^lion, all ifluing from the dens of im¬ 
piety, why am I forbidden to lay down my pen, and aban- 
dojiing thefe dark haunts of vice, to affume the piealing 
talk of deferibing the habits of the virtuous man, or of a 
nation happy, and enjoying the fweets of peace beneath 
the ihadow of its laws, and that under a beloved monarch, 
revered ftiil more as the father than as the fovereign of 
his peaceful empire ? Alas ! the fight of fuch a nation 
has vanifhed from the face of the earth; thrones totter 
and difappear; ftates weep over the ruins of their religion 
and of their laws, or are yet painfully ftruggling with the 
devouring monfier. Danger ftalks on every fpot; and if 
happier days are I'pentioned, it can only ftimulate us to de¬ 
nounce the too long concealed caufes of our misfortunes, 
in hopes ot feeing once ag£n thofe nearly forgotten days 
return* I'hough the mind revolts at the idea, yet for the 
public good wc will purfue that tribe-of Weifliaupt; 
and fo far from giving repofe to our thoughts, wefliallbe 
once more hurried into new plots and machinations in¬ 
vented by the moll profound adepts of Illuminifm, and hor¬ 
ridly famous in Germany under the name of the German 
Union, To underftand perfectly theobjecSlof this Union, 
. the Iliftorian muft revert to confpiracies anterior to thofe 
of Weifliaupt. 

We have often feen Voltaire boafting of the progrefs 
that Infidelity was making in the north of the German 
Empire. This progrefs v/as not folcly to be attributed to 
his labors, nor had he the leaft fufpiclon of the many co- 
operators that were fccondmg his views. 

. In the very heart of Prot(?ftai:rifn and of its fchools, a 
Coiifpiracy had been formed agaiiift the Proceflant and 
t\'cry branch cf revealed relijiw, inveterate in its means 
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and agents as that formed by Holbach's club. The Pa- 
rifiaiiSophirters openly attacked Jefws Chrift and all Chris¬ 
tianity. The clubs, or rather fchools, of the North of 
Germany, under nretence of purifying tha Protejiant 
Religion^ and of relloi'ing it to the principles of true Chris¬ 
tianity, llripped it of ud the myfteries of the Gofpel, redu¬ 
ced it to that fpecies Deifni which they decorate with 
the name of Natiira} P^cUgiony and thus hoped to lead 
their adepts to a iieg *vIon of all Religion. Thefe new 
lawgivers did not abfoTutely profcribe revelation; but re¬ 
velation was to be fubjedled to the judgment of their rea- 
fon. 

The Antichriftian Confpiracy.had originated in France 
with thofe men who ftylcd themfelves Philofophers, and 
who profeiTed to be llrangcrs to all theological erudition, 

III Germany it took rife in the heart of the Uiiiverfities, 
and among their Doftors of Divinity. In France the So- 
phifters confpiring againft all Religion cried up the tole¬ 
ration of the Proteftants, in hopes of deftroying the Ca¬ 
tholic faith i in Germany the Proteftant Do£tors abufed 
that toleration in order to fubftitute Philofophifm to the 
tenets of their church. 

The firft of thefe German Doctors who, under the 
malk of Theological difquifitions, engaged in this Anti¬ 
chriftian Confpiracy, was Semler, profefTor of Divinity Semlcr. 
in the Univerfity of Halle, in Upper Saxony, The only 
ufe he appears to have made of his knowledge would lead 
us to fuppofe that he imbibed his principles from Bayle, 
rather than from the true fources of Theology, Like 
Bayle, we may obferve him here and there fcatteriiig a 
few ufeful truths, but equally inclining toward paradox 
and fcepticifm. Rapid as Voltaire, but deftitute of his ele¬ 
gance, he can only be compared to that Antichriftian Chief 
tor the multitude of contradictions into which he ftum- 
blcs at every ftep. It is not nneonunon^o fee him begin 
“ a fentence with an opinion.that he contradiffs before he 
concludes it. His predominant fyftcm, and the only one 
that can be gathered from his numerous reveries, is, 
that the fymbols pf Chriftianity and of all other Sects 
are objects of no confequencei that the Chriftiaii Re- 
ligion contains but few truths of any importance ; and 
that every perfon may feleCl thefe truths ani .decide up- 
on them as he pleafes. His fcepticifm has never per- 
mitted him to fix upon any religious opinion for him- 



ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 


igz 

« fclfy unlefs it be when he clearly profefTes^that Protcft- 
« antiirn is not founded on better grounds than any of 
the other Seits; that itJiillJiands in need of a very 
great reform'^ and that this reform fliould be efFe<Sed 
by his trethren the Doftors of the Univerfitics/^* 
This* new reformer began to propagate his doftrines 
, *T.s early as the year 1754, and continued to circulate 
them, in German and in Latin, in a thoufaiid different 
ihapes. At one time in an Hijiorical and Critical CoU 
leSIictrj at another, in Free Difquijltions on the Canons or 
Eccleftajiical Laws‘^ then in an Injlltution of the Chris- 
iian DoSlrine j and, above all, in an EJfay on the Art and 
"'School of a Free Theology,, Soon aftei a new Doctor ap¬ 
pears, attemptifjg to make this defued reform, or to fup- 
prefs the remaining myfteries that Luther and Calvin 
had not thought proper to rejeft. This was Will i am 
Teller. Abraham Teller, at firll Profeffor at Helmftadt in 
the Dutchy of Brunfwick, afterwards Chief of the Con- 
liftory and Provoll: of a Church at Berlin. He made his 
firft elfay for deftroying the myfteries by publifliing a Ca- 
techifmy in which, fccfTing at the divinity of Chrift>he re¬ 
duces his religion to Socinianifin. Soon after this, his 
pretended Diiflonary of the Bible was to teach the Ger¬ 
mans methods to be followed in explaining the Scrip- 
tures; by which they were to fee no other dodlrine in 
the whole of Chriftianity than true Naturalifm^ under 
the cloak and fynibols of Judaifm/’f 
About ;:he fame time appeared two other Proteftant 
Dodtors, who carried their new-fangled Theology Jlilt 
nearer to theJiate of a degraded and Antichriftian Phiio- 
Damm fophifin. Thefe were the Dodlors D amm and B Ahrdt 5 
& Bahrdt. the former the R'edtor of a College at Berlin, the latter a 
Doftor of Divinity at Halle, but a man of fuch infamous 
morals, that even PZ>i/<?-Knigge was afhamed to fee'his 
name among Weifhaupt’s eleft, and did not even dare to 
Loffler. pronounce it.J Loffler, the fuperintendant of the 
Church of Gotha, ran the fame career of impiety, as well 
as many others whofe writings might have been taken for 
the compofitions of the liluminizing Epopts. The fafhion 
of inveftigating religion merely to overtui'n its myfteries 

* See No^s of a Secret Coalition agalnjl Religion and Moi^ 
TheAppetidiX;.'No. 9. 

t Ibid. Appendix, Ko* 10. i Endiiche erklarung, P. * 3 ^* 
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became fo common in'the German provinces, that the Pro- 
teftaiit Religion feerned to be doomed to fall by the hands 
of its own Doftors, when at length a few of thofe Mini- 
fters who were ftiH fired with ^eal for their tenets raifed 
their voices to denounce this confpiracy. 

TheDodprDESMAREESjfuperintendantofthe Churcl^ 
of Deflau, in the principality of Anhalt, and the Do(5tor 
Stark, famous for his erudition and his conflicts with 
Illuminifm, firft called the attention’of the public to this 
rifing Se6l:; the former in his Letters on the New Pas^ 
tors of the Protejlant Churchy and the latter in his Ap¬ 
pendix to the pretended Crypto^CathoUcifm and Jefuitifm. 
Nothing can better probe the wound which the Proteft- 
ant Church had juft received, than the fummary view ta¬ 
ken of the docfrine of thefe new paftors, by the fuperin- 
tendant of Deflau iri the following terms : 

“ Our Proteflant Divines fucceflively attack all the 
fundamental articles of Chriftianity. They do not let 
one Angle article of the general fymbol of faith fubfift. 

From the Creation of Heaven and Earth to the Refur- 
re6fion of the Body, they combat every fmgle article.”* 

While thefe theological adepts were perverting their 
fcience to inundate Germany with their crafty Philofo- 
phifm, a fecond confederation was forming at Berlin for 
the propagation of thefe works, extolling them as the on- 
Jy productions worthy of the public attention. At the head 
of this league was one Nicolai, a Bookfeller. Before NicolaL 
this man’s time we have often feen Bookfellers who, actu¬ 
ated by avarice, indifcriminately fold books of the moft 
impious and feditious, and others of the moft pious ten¬ 
dency; but a phenomenon that had never been feen be¬ 
fore, was a Bookfeller whofe impiety overcame his love 
of gain, and who would rather facrifice the profits to be 
acquired by the fale of religious works, than allow them 
to be difperfed among the people. Nicolai was a Book¬ 
feller of fuch a ftamp as D’Alembert wifhed to find, and 
fuch as he would have been himfelf had it been his pro- 
B b ■ 

* Proteftantifche Gottefgeiehrten greifen einen grand arii- 
kel des Chriftenthums nach dem andern an; laflen in ganzen 
Allgemeinen Glaubens-bekentnifs vom Schbpfer himmels and 
der erde, bis zur auferftehung des fleifches nicht unan gefochr 
ten .—f Uber die neuen m)(ichtir der ProUjlaiitlfehen Kir.chei er^ 

fes hefty 
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fefjion. It was exclufively to the propagation of Impiety' 
that he had dedicated his commerce and his literary ta- 
ItMits, for he would alfo be a fophifticated writer. He was 
not even initiated into the myfteries of Weiftmupt, when* 
he had adfually fai;Fned the plan for overturning the Chris-^ 
tiaii Religion' in Germany by one of thofe means which. 
governments have never yet fufficiently attended to, of 
been aware of. At the head of his bufinefs as a Bookfel- 
ler, he alfo undertook to be the compiler of a fort of 
weekly Encyclopaedia, v/hich he entitled The Univerfa^ 
German Library.^ At once the compiler and falefman 
of Impiety, he engaged fev-eral Sophifters to co-operate 
WMth him. He alfo leagued with many men of great learn¬ 
ing and merit, whofe articles being inferted in his Jour-^ 
rial were to ferve as a cloak for the more impious ones, 
whence the readers were to imbibe his baneful principles. 
The inoft dangerous articles of this fort were thofe writ¬ 
ten by himfelf, by the famous Jew Mendelsohn, by 
Biester, Librarian to the King, and by Gedike, 
Counfellor to the Confilfory of Berlin. It was not 
long, however, before the tendency of this Journal wa^ 
difeovered. It was obferved, that all their praifes w^ere 
Livifhed on thofe very men whofe doctrines were levelled 
at the total overthrow of thofe myfteries of Chriftianity 
which had been preferved by Luther and Calvin. The 
mail v/hofo well feconded the views of Wciftiaupt v/ith-» 
out knowing it could not long efcape the notice of the 
Scrutators. The Seel had one in particular whofe name 
will hereafter become famous; this was the Brother Le-^ 
'yr/^v'-Lcuchfenring, who had been Preceptor to the Prin¬ 
ces at Berlin, and afterward to thofe of Hefl'e L>armfl:adt. 
A fanatical recruiter, and though loquacious, very re¬ 
fer ved on the myfterics, this Lcuchfenring was then tra¬ 
velling as an lulinuator. Hanover and Neuwied already 


J have quoted his EJfay on the Te 7 nplars; and I thought 
mvfeJf bound to do fo, becaufe f found that his refearches per- 
te<5tiy coincided with thofe which I had made on the accufa- 
liona preferred againft thofe Knights, and on the proofs that 
appeared on the face of the moil authentic documents relating 
lu their judgment. X was not, however, on that account lefs 
concerned to fee the Impiety with which thefe refearches are 
replete. I alfo obferved all that ridiculous difplay of erudition 
on \hQ. Baffornet 0^ ihe. Templars; but I cannot deny that his 
tiuotations are perfedly exa^t. 
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bore teftimony of his zeal. He had attempted in vain to 
infinuate the Chevalier Zimmermans but Nicolai af¬ 
forded an eafy conqueft. It was foon complete*, Ge- 
dike and Biefter, following his example, only combined 
their confpiracy with Weifhaupt’s myfterles. The Doc¬ 
tor B AHRDT had fallen as eafy a prey to the Affefibr Mi- 
nos i but the Doctor viewed what had been done by his 
new Brethren, to fecond his views and writings againft 
Chriftianity, as of little avail—He thought he could fur- 
pafs all the artifices of Weifhaupt, Kaigge, and Nicolai 5 
and his evil genius afforded him the means. ^ 

The plan that he had conceived was nothing lefs than Its piatu 
to reduce all Germany, and by procefs of time the whole 
world, to the impoflibility of receiving any other leflbns,' 
or of reading any other produdlions than thofe of the I 1 -. 
luminees. The means of reducing the literary world to 
this new fpecies of flavery are all contained in the laws 
laid down by this ftrange adept for a coalition famous in 
Germany under the title of the Germanic Union, D'u 
Deiitfche Union,^' 

* The Sienr Boetfigar writes from Germany, a(f>d his letter 
is inferted in the Monthly Magazine for fanuary,, 1798, that 
this plan, and the whole confederation of Dr, Bahrdt, arc only 
known to Mr. Robilbn through the medium of the ohfenre and 
defpicahle "Journal of Geijfen, This joninal of Geifien was ne¬ 
ver defpicable in any one*s eyes but thole of the lliuminees, or 
of their votaries. They had their reafons for crying it down ; 
and thofe very reafons mull enhance lis value in the eyes of c- 
very -honeft man. In the next place, how can this Boetiiger 
prelume to aflert that this Journal was the only fourcc whence 
Mr. Robifon had derived his information? The great number 
of works quoted by Mr. Robifon mull evidently belie llieh an as- 
fertion, and 1 willingly declare that it was ciifTicult to procure 
more. Had he been in poflellion of no oihei than that famous 
work known in Germany under the title of Mrhr Ncien «/r 
TV.y/, ordery die Deutfehe Union der Z^ivei und Z^vanzigert--- 
(More Notes than I ext; or, the German Union of the t wen- 
iV'Two,) that work which^ according to Boeniger, alone iuf- 
filed to open the eyes of the public, Is that only known by the 
Journalof GiefTen? With a llmilar afTurance does this champion 
of Illuininifm aflert liiis work to nave been written by B nie. as 
ifihere’could be the leatl prubabiiity tha: Rode, who had taken 
foaiSfive a part in this confpiracy, w(*Li!d be very foi wmd in lay¬ 
ing it open to the public, and eh-pofing the Barvnic d-' 

Coiuitefs of Medeniy lire daughter of iVandet]: {die f.tro'la') y 
to public ridicule, a woman wliofe charms he fo much j.hv.irrvt, 
and with v/hofe writings he \Yas lb well acquainted, if R "ic 
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This confederacy was to be governed by twentyi-tv/d 
adepts chofen froin among that fpecies of men, who by 
their funftions, their knowledge, or their labors, had aci' 
quired a greater facility in direfting the public opinion 
toward all the errors of the Seef. The other brethren; 
difperfed through the different towns, were to contribute 
by different means toward the grand object under the 
dire6f:ion of the ivjenty-two^ each of whom had his de^ 
partment affigned to him, as in Weifliaupt’s Aroopage. 

The perfonS who were chiefly to be fought after were 
authors, poft-mafters, and bookfellers. Princes and their 
minifters were abfolutely excepted againft; and people in 
favor at court, or in the different public offices, were not 
to be chofeq. 

Thefe confederates were divided into Jimple ajfociates 
and active Brethren ^ and the latter alone were initiated 
into the fecret, means, and obje£l, of the coalition. The 
infl:ru<Slions imparted to the brethren were drawn up in 
the fame flyle and method that had long fince been adopt¬ 
ed by Bahrdr, and other apoftates from the proteftant uni- 
Verfities, to reduce Chriftianity to their pretended natural 
religion, by declaring Mofes, the Prophets, and even 
Chrifl:, to have been men diftinguifhed, it is true, by their 
wifdom, but who had nothing divine either in their doc¬ 
trines or their works. To root out fuperftition, to re- 
“ ftore mankind to liberty by enlightening them, to con^ 


was the writer of this publication, which fo welldifplays the 
knavery of the German Union, how comes it to pafs that Mr. 
Gbfchen, a ifookfeiler of Leipfic, has avowed himfelf the au*- 
thor of it, and is univerfally acknowledged as fuch? My read-^ 
ers muft perceive, that by entering into thefe digrefHons, I on-’ 
ly defign to warn the public againft the different publications 
which the Illuminees are daily difperfing to perfuade nations 
that their plots are chimerical, while they are purfuing them 
with redoubled ardor. 

^ I fliall aifo follow nearly the fame documents that Mr. Ro- 
bifon has adopted, as they pcrfe<5lly coincide with the memo¬ 
rials that i have received from Germany. All that I fhall Jay 
before my readers in this chapter may be faid to be extra<fts 
from the following German writings: Ne^s of a great and in- 
vijib/e coufederatio?}. agahijt The ChriJIian re/ighn and mo 7 iar- 
chy.—The Syjiem of the Cdf7nopolif ans difsovered, — The Vienna 
'Journal by Hof 7/1.11:.—Notice give 7 i before it is too late^ by the 
fanje.— More Notes tha?: Text, iffc.—The K 7 ionjjledge of the 
IVorU and of Men, itife. belides many other private letters and 
rneinonais on ihe illuminees. 
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fummate the views of the founder even of Chriftianit)^ 
without violent means, fuch is our objedl, (w9uldthe)r 
fay to the Brethren). It is for that purpofe that we have 
« formed a fecret fociety, to which we invite all thofe who 
are aftiiat^d by the fame views, and are properly fenfi^ 
“ ble of their Importance/’ 

As a means of accomplifhing thefe objefts^ and of pro¬ 
pagating thetr pretended light, thefe a£live brethren were 
to eftablifli in every town certain literary foeieties.^ or 
reading clubs (lefgefchaften), which were to become the 
refort of all thofe who had not the means of procuring the 
daily publications. Thefe were to attraS as many afTo- 
ciates as pofiible to thefe reading-rooms; watch their opi¬ 
nions, imbue them with the principles of the Order, leave 
thofe whpfe zeal and talents gave but little hopes, among 
the common brethren; but initiate after certain prelimi¬ 
nary oaths, thofe who could be of any real fervice, and who 
entered fully into the views and plans of the Order. 

The fociety was to have its gazettes and journals, 
which were to be under the dire( 9 :ion of thole adepts 
Avhofe talents were the mod confpicuous; and no pains 
were to be fpared to deftroy all other periodical prints. 

The libraries of thefe literary focieties were to be com- 
pofed of books all according with the views of the Order. 
The choice of thefe books and the care of furnilhing them 
were to be left to the fecretaries, and particularly to book- 
fellers who were initiated in the myfteries of the coalition. 

The hopes conceived by the man who had planned this 
afTociation were held out to the elc(Sl: as an incitement to 
the founding of new ones. What advantages (would he 
•fay) (hall we not gain over fuperftition by thus direcSiiig 
the le 61 ures in our mufeums ? What will we not do for 
men who, zealous in our caufe, anddifperfed in all part?, 
circulate every where, even in the cottages, the produc¬ 
tions of our choice ? fliould we ever be mafters of the 
public opinion, how eafy will it be for us to cover with 
contempt, and bury in oblivion, every fanatical work that 
may be announced in the other journals, and on the con¬ 
trary extol thofe works that are written accotding to uur 
views. By degrees we fhall become maders of the whole 
trade of bookfelling. 'Fhen wnll it be in vain for fanatics 
to write in defence of fuperiHcioii and Jefpots, as they will 
neither find fellers, buyers, nor readers. 

Left bookfellers themfelves fhoulJ proteft againft an 
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inftitutioilof this nature, they were to be drawn into it by 
advantages propofed to them, and by the fears of being 
ruined fliould they not accede to the views of the coali¬ 
tion. They were to be aflured, that the brethren would 
employ every poflible means to encourage the fale of 
works that met with the approbation of the union; but 
would alfo impede the circulation of, and diferedit by their 
journals all fuch as were hoftile to their views. Neither 
had they to fear a diminution in their trade; the afrocia-j» 
tion could encourage writers to multiply their produdlions 
by enfuriiig their fale; indeed, funds were to be eftablifti- 
cd to indemnify any bookfeller who, in place of felling 
fuch works as were inimical to the views of the Union, 
would leave them concealed in his fhop, pretend that he 
had never heard of fuch works, or flatly refufe to fell them, 
thus abufuig by every poflible means the confidence of 
authors and of the public. 

Such was the plan of the Germanic Union^ or Dr. 
Bahrdi’s maiW-piece. Never had the defire of tyranni¬ 
cally governing the public opinion invented a more per¬ 
fidious plan. One might be led to think it the reverie of 
ibme evil genius who had fworn to extirpate from the 
minus of the people all ideas of any focial or religious doc¬ 
trine. 'i'here do, however, exifl: crimes which in the eyes 
ot the honeil: man are aim oil; chimerical, but which pre- 
fent Jittlc difficulty when undertaken by a villain. He 
that had conceived the plan was with mifehievous propri¬ 
ety placed at the head of the afibciation. The dilfolute- 
nefs and infamy of his morals had not left him where¬ 
with to fubfiil in any decent way, when on a fudden he 
pLirchafeJ, near Halle, a large maiifion which he called 
after his o name Bahrdt's^ruhe. This was foon con¬ 
verted into the head-quarters of the new Union. But it 
could never have acquired any great coiihftency bad it 
iiot been for Nicolai, who had loiig been laboring ^^cord- 
iay to Bahrdi’s views. The inimciifecorrefpondenc- that 
he had by means of his commerce with the other 
lets of Germany; the fort of dominion that he enjoyed 
(»ver the literary world by means of his Uiiiverfal 
/■> ; the court paid to him by difierent authors whofefor'* 
tunes deptMided 00 the rank he chofe to aflign them in 
liisi Lihrary^ox in the Berlin Journal, the Monathfchrift\ 
and more particularly the art with which lie contrived to 
gain over a great number of bookfeller^, gave him a pow’- 
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er that no fovereign could ever pretend ta. His illumi- 
nized co-operators,-Biefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenringj 
became more ardent, daring and impious, than ever tn the 
journals which they compiled. Bode likevvife would have 
one at Weimar under the title of the Univerfal Literary 
Gazette^ Another of the fame nature was fet on foot at 
Saltzbourg, by Huener, who v/as alfo an Illuminee.-— 
The olFspriiig of Weiftiaupt were all warned of the ffrefs 
which they were to lay on thefe publications, and they 
foon became a moft terrible fcourge on all writers who 
would not facrifice their principles to impiety. The fa¬ 
ble of the Jefuits Mafonry was nov/ improved by a new 
that fpread difmay in the mind of every writer who 
y/i(hed to oppofe tiie progrefs of lllumini/iri. 

'riiofe very Jefuits who have juit been feen reprefent- 
ed as the moft artful infidels, and as feci etly prefiding over 
the Mafonic lodges, were now become molt zealous Ca¬ 
tholics, who had fecretly mingled among the Proteftants, 
in order to bring thefe provinces back to the Roman Ca¬ 
tholic religion and fubjecSt them to the dominion of the 
Pope. Every man who dared defend any one of thofe 
inyfteries that can only be known either to Catholic or 
Proteftant through Revelation, every man who preached 
fubmiffion to fovereigns and the laws of the ftatc, was 
immediately pidclaimed a or the fervile fiave of 

Jefuitifm. One might have thought that all the proteftant 
provinces were filled with thefe Jefuits, fecreily confpi- 
ring agaiaft: the proteftant religion; and my readers will 
eafily conceive what an impreifion fuch a charge muft 
have made to the difadvantage of any writer in thofe pro¬ 
vinces. Neither the office of miniftcr nor of fuperintend- 
ant of a church could fereen a peifon from fo terrible ail 
imputation. Even that man was not proof againft it, 
who out of zeal for Luther and Calvin, had given full 
vent to all his hatred and prejudices agLiinft the'Jefuits; 
I mean Dr. Stark. In his work on The Ancie7ii and 
Modern My Series he had declared, that fovereigns had^ 
« by the deftriidtion of the Jefuits, rendered an ever me- 
« morable ferviceto religion, to virtue, and to humanity.’^ 
Nevertheleis M. Stark, at that time, as heftill continues 
to be, a preacher and doefor of the Lutheran church, and 
alfo counfellor of a’Confiftory at Darmfladt, was oblij^sd 
to employ many pages of his apology in proving that he 
was neither a Roman Catholic nor ^ Jefuit, and particu- 
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Jarly. that he was not cne of the profejfed yefuitSy whoy 
having taken the four voivsy were obliged at the command 
of the Pope to go and preach the catholicfaith wherever 
he chofe to fend them,"^' 

The Chevalier Zimmerman met with a fimilar fate, 
merely becaufe he had laid open the plots of the Illumi- 
nees, and dared to ridicule the adept £^or//^r-Leuchfen- 
ring/who had propofed to initiate him into the Brother¬ 
hood that was foon to reform and govern the world, f—*' 
That celebrated man, an ornament to the Royal Society 
of London, is neverthelefs reprefented by the journalifts 
of the Seft as an ignorant felloWy wallowing in fuperjii^ 
tlcny and an enemy of Light.X 

The Profelfor HofFman, notwithftanding the high en¬ 
comiums that had been laviftied on him by thefe very 
journals, no fooner gave proofs of his zeal for religion 
and focial order, than he was reprefented in fimilar co¬ 
lors. Never had the difciples of Weilhaupt fo well prac- 
ifed that law laid down by their teacher, “ Difcredit by all 
means pofiible every man of talents that you cannot 
bring over to your party.’’ Nicolai gave the fignal 
in his German Library^ or in the Berlin Monathfehrift, 
The Brethren of Jena, of Weimar, of Gotha/of Bruns¬ 
wick, and of Slewick, immediately obeyed the fignal, and 
repeated the fame calumnies, “ Shortly there were no 
means of fereening onefelf from a fwarm of periodical 
writers, who had leagued with the modern Lucian j 
“ they praifed what he had praifedj they condemned what 
he had condemned j the fame turn in their phrafes,evei) 
the fame terms are to be obferved when they praife op 
‘‘ when they blame author, and particularly the fame 
farcafms and groflhefs of abu{e.”§ Scarcely could there 
be found in all Germany above two or three journals that 
were not in the hands of tlie united brethren, or perfons 
of the fame caft. 

Meantime the adept writers, together with Bahrdt^ 
Schultz, Riem, and even P/;//^-Knigge, who in abandon- 
iiig the Illuminees had not renounced their plots, with 
hundreds of other writers of the Se£l inundated the pub- 

See his Apology, Page 52 to 59. 
f Life of Zimmerman, by TifTot. J Ibid. 

The ultimate fate of Mafonry, Page 30; and News ofaa 
viable AfTociation, Appendix, No. ir. 
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lie with their libels in yerfe or profe, under the forms of 
comedies^ romances, fongs, and difTertalions. All the.te¬ 
nets of religion. Catholic and Proteftaiit, were attacked 
with the'moft bare-faced impudence. Now the feene 
began to change; it was no longer to defend the Pro- 
teftants againft the attacks of the Catholics; but the ob¬ 
literation of every religious tenet became their obvious 
defign. The moft pompous eulogiums were pronounced 
by the journalifts of the Seif on all thofe produdtions of 
the brethren that openly difleminated every principle of 
Impiety and Sedition.^ But what muft appear a ftill more 
aftonilhing contradiftion, though peifeftly coinciding 
with the views of the Sedt, is, that thefe very men who 
\vi(hed fo despotically to fway the public opinion, and 
trufh every writer that had not imbibed their principles, 
would pretend to perfuade Sovereigns that their foie ob- 
jedf was to obtain that right inherent to them from na¬ 
ture, ^ to publifti their opinions and fyftems without dan¬ 
ger or conftraint/ Bahrdt in particular vindicated this 
pretended right, in his publication On the Liberty of the 
Prefs* It contained the fentiinents of a rank Atheift, 
who w’irtied to imbue his reader with all the moft abomi¬ 
nable principles*of Anarchy and Impiety; the author, ne- 
verthelefs, was extolled by the hebdomadary adepts, and, 
notwithftanding BahrdPs vindication of the liberty of the 
prefs, they united all their efforts to cruft every writer 
that dared to affert an opinion contrary to theirs. 

The ufe which the brotherhood made of this liberty 
at length roufed the attention of fome few fovereigns.>-f* 
Frederic William, King of Prufiia, alarmed at the pro? 
grefs which thefe impious and feditious writings were 
making, thought it neceffary to put a curb on them. He 
publiftedfome new regulations, called the Edicis for Re^ 
ligion. This was received by the llluminees with an au¬ 
dacity which feemed to denote that they had acquired a 
ftrength fufficient to bid defiance to fovereigns, and both 
the Prince and the EdiS: became the object of their far- 
cafms and moft violent declamations. At length appear¬ 
ed a work attributed to Bahrdt, that was the acme of in- 
folence, and, through derifion, was alfo called the Edild 
for R^eligion. The magiftrates ordered to take cogni- 
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Zriiiec of this infult feized on the perfon and papers of 
Bahrdt, and all the iiecelTary proofs of this coalition and 
of its obje 61 : were acquired. It might feem that the court 
of Berlin would have done well to have im'itated the ex¬ 
ample of that of Bavaria by making them public; but the 
adepts had too' pov/erful agents about the miniftry; and 
numerous arguments were invented for condemning to 
oblivion thefe archives of a new fpecies of confpiracy,— 
All that tranfpired was, that the plan had been really form¬ 
ed, and that a number of authors, bookfellers, and perfons 
even who could fcarcely have been fufpedled, had entered 
into the airociation. It is not known how far Weifliaupt 
had contributed perfonally Co it; but it appears that he 
twice attended at the head-quarters of the united brethren; 
that he i’pent feveral days with Bahrdt;. and that the moft 
zealous and adlive of the united brethren were alfo difei- 
pies of Weilhaupt. If we are to believe Bahrdt, his fe- 
cret was betrayed by two affociates well worthy of their 
n^aller. 'I'hefe were two young libertines, nearly beg¬ 
gars, but who had the talents and meannefs neceliary to 
become the clerks of his impictyc Notwithftanding the 
proofs adduced againlt him, he got off wixh a flight im- 
prifonnient, and fpent the remainder of*his exiftence iji 
dilrrefs, but without atoning for his v^es. He was re¬ 
duced to keep a cofrce-hoiife at Bafl'endorfF near Halle, 
where he ended his days as miferably as he had lived.-— 
'riie Illuminees have thought fit to abandon his memo¬ 
ry to that contempt which his vicious life had entailed up¬ 
on him; but though they atfebted to blufii at his name, 
they nsverthelefs continued to profecute his plans, 

,Indeed, at the time of the difeovery of this monftrous 
conipiracy, it bad gained too much ground to be crufhed 
by the fall of its firff contriver; and PrufHa, and all Ger¬ 
many, fuon became infected with thofe literary focieties. 
which were nothing more than a modification of V/ei- 
fnaupt's Mhierval fchools. Nor was there in a fhort 
time a town or a large village more free from this fpecies 
of literary focieties that from the llliiminized Lodges ; 
rnd they w^crc all under the direbiion of the followers of 
the modern Spartacus, 

IJahrdt’s great object was, to place the aflbeiates and 
other readers under a fort of impoffibility of procuring 
any other writings, or of applying to any other ftudies, 
than thofe of the Sefl; and the precaution it had taken 
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to Initiate^fo many bookfellers proved a powerful fup- 
port. The confpiracy might have alTumed a new form; 
but it ftill continued a6tive, and its efFedts became more , 
perceptible after its difeovery. It \vas then that the co¬ 
alition appeared between the bookfellers and the jour- 
nalifts of the Sedl to fupprefs all books that counter-’ 
a£Ied the progrefs of Sedition and Impiety. It was in 
vain for virtuous and pious men to attempt to open the 
eyes of the people; they could fcarceiy find a bookfellcr 
or a printer who would fell or print their works, or if 
any had confented they would endeavor to difgufl: the au¬ 
thor by delays, and a hundred other pretexts. Did the 
author undertake to print it at his own expenfe, the work, 
was then thrown by in fome obfeure corner of the fliop ^ 
and nev^r expofed to fale, nor would any bookfcilcr at¬ 
tempt to fell it; and the whole work would be fent back 
to the author under pretence that nobody would buy iv.' 

The very exiftenceof fuch works was iiot mentioned at 
the fairs held in Germany for the fale of books. At other 
times the author was ftrangely betraved, the printer giv¬ 
ing up his maiiufcript to the writers of the Sedf, and the 
refutation (if the moft fcurrilous abufc can deferve that 
name) was advert!fed on the back of the book as foon as 
the firliedition made its appearance. Many authors might 
have brought aclions againfl: their printers of a fimilar’ 
nature to that v/hich Dod^or Stark was obliged to bring, ' 
and demonftrate a iimilar connivance with the Sect and f 
breach of truft. “ At leafl it is an undeniable facl:, that 
many learned writers made fruitlefs applications to 
different bookfellers for publications that :had been * 
fupprelled folely becaufe they gave umbrage to the ■ 

“.'llluminees. Their letters were never fo much as an- 
“ fvvered; and the very bookfellers who refufed to fend 
thefe books to tbofe who applied for them, affecled to # 

defer the fale till the next fairs, as no buyers were to be 
found.” Many others of thefe works had fcarceiy been -» 
delivered to the bookfellers when they were fent back un¬ 
der the mofi opprobrious pretences; and w’hat may fur- 
prife the reader is, that no perfons were fo .certain of re- ^ 
ct-iving fuch rcfufals as thofe who moll openly defended 
their. Princes. In the very dates of the'King of Prufiia 
it was found irnpoffible to get this foyereign’s /apology 
and his EdiB for Religion lold in the common way.—- 
Scarcely had the author fent a few copies to the bookfel- 
Jers when they were all returned to him. But did tlic 
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UTitcrs of the Se 61 : wifh to publifti the mcft fcandalous 
(iirputations and the moft fcurrilous abufe agaioft fove- 
reigns and religion, or againft men in oflice or of high 
refpedtability, the bookfellers were alert in felling them, 
the journalills extolled their excellence, and fought nu¬ 
merous readers for the author.^ 

On one hand, the great trade in thcfe produflions car¬ 
ried on by the Seel, v/ith the certainty of felling them to 
the literary clubs; and on the other the great pecuniary 
contributions made by the rich brethren, formed large 
funds for the coalition. To thefe if we add the fums con¬ 
tributed by the brethren whom the Seft had ftatioiied at 
different courts, in the church and the councils, either out 
of their own emoluments, or the revenues of the church 
and flate, the reader will eafily conceive how well thefe 
funds llifficed for indemnifying thofe bookfellers who had 
fuffered Ioffes by reftraining their commerce to works ap¬ 
proved of by the Areopage. A particular fund was efta- 
blifiied for this purpofe. At the appointed time the book- 
feller had but to produce the lift of the works he had fup- 
preffed orrefufed to fell with the proper proofs, and be re¬ 
ceived a fum of money fufticient to indemnify him for fuch 
Ioffes. The meinorials which I have received from Ger¬ 
many, as well as feveral letters, inform me that this fund 
ftill exifts in that country; and the French Revolution 
has only furnifhed it with many odiers means of enrich^ 
ing itfelf. 

Among the great advantages reaped by the Se6l from 
this plan whicirhad been fo well concerted, we may firft 
obferve the impoffibility under which authors lay of warn¬ 
ing the public againft the artifices of llluminifm. In the^ 
next place it drew over to their intereft that fvvarm of 
vvriters who, more hungry than honeft, are regardlefs of 
^ truth or falfehood, provided they obtain a good price. In 

/hort, it emboldened that multitude of Sophifters, more 
numerous ftill in Germany than they were in Franee; Po¬ 
tts, Hiftorians,and Dramatifts, nearly all of w^hom court¬ 
ed the united brotherhood by afluming the tone of impie¬ 
ty and anarchy. The moft dangerous device praftifed by 
the adepts xgainll fociety was the great care with W’hich 

^ See Nachrichten von einenVgreffen aber unfichtbaren Bun- 
de, the A ppendix, Nos< 8 and 13, arad the Journaibf Vienna, 
by Hoffman. 
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they initiated the*dlfferent profefTorS-of thv^ Proteftantuni- 
veriiries, the fchool-mafters, and the tutors of princes.-— 

It is a painful truth, but we muft declare it, and on the 
authority of thofe vvho are bell acquainted with thehlftb- 
rv and progrefs of Illuminifm, that the greater part of the 
univerfities of the north of Germany were at that time, 
and ftill continue to be, the haunts of Illummifm, whence 
its baneful poifons are circulated throughout the neigh¬ 
boring ftates by the writings and ledlures of fuch men 
as the Profeffors .Frederic Cramer, Ehlers, and 
Koppe.^ 

. Let not the reader think that the writers ofthe Catho¬ 
lic dates were exempt from the infetStion. Vienna was 
overrun with-zealots who fouglit to difFufe the principles 
of the Sedb, The.Chevalier de Born, who Ibould have 
Contented hiinfelf with the high rank which he held in 
chyiniftry, degraded himfeif in that town by,becoming a/ 
leader of the adepts; and when the Seel was difeovered in 
Bavaria he was io zealous in the caufe, that he' fent back' 
his letters of Affociate of the Academy of Munich, pro- 
teding that he would have no intercourfe with men who 
had been fo little able to judge of Weifhaupt’s merits. 

• Next on the Vienna lift we find the Sieur Sonnen- 
FELD, one of thofe writers who in this age are called wits, 
though deflitute of common fenfe. Fie alfo was one of 
the propagators of Iliuminifin under the malk of literary 
focleties. I. am informed by perfons who attended his 
clubs, and whom he wifhed to initiate, that thefe meet¬ 
ings began and v/ere held, as common academies hold, 
theirs: but at the time appointed the fittings broke up, 
when, only the adepts remaining behind, a fecret'council, 
was held, in which every thing was concerted and. plan-, 
ned according, to the laws of the united brethren. 

A man whofe name would have given great weight ta! 
the united brethren, had he hearkened to the prailes la- 
vifhed on him by the lllumir>ees at that time,f is the 

See Hoffman's Admonition, Se« 5 t. XVT, XVIT, and XViH. 

F It is really laughable to compare rbe contempt which the 
llluminees affedi: for Mr. Hoffman at prefent, with the high en-» 
comiunis which they pronounced on him before he undertook 
to lay open their impofture, or even with thofejetteis (full of 
compliment on his wit, ftyle, and talents) which they wrote to’ 
him fo lately as the year 1790, in hopes of ectloing him into 
their party. . 
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Profeflor Moffman, he who fo nobly joined with 
meiman to tear the mafic from thefe impoftors, and has 
ever fince, witli his worthy co-adjutor, been the obje£l of 
their moft virulent declamations. In the account given 
by Mr. Hoffman himfelf, we find that the Illuminizing 
recruiters follov/ed him as far as Peft in Hungary. On 
the 26th of June, 1788, he received from the tiveniy-two 
chiefs an invitation to become a fellow of the literary 
fociety which they had already eftablifhed in that town. 
“ My anfwer (fays he) was, that I hoped they would give 
me fome further information refpedling thefe focieties, 
and then iny duty and my prudence would di6late the 
‘‘ anfwer that I fhould make. . . . On divers occafions 
“ afterward, they gave me diftant hints as to the fpirit of 
their fyilrem. They alfo fent me feveral times a lift of 
the new members; and the lignature of the twenty-two 
autiiendcated thefe various documents; but it was thii 
very authentication which made me conceive the horrid 
plot that Vviis concealed under this affociation.’* 

I'he reader will eafily conceive, that for a man of his 
merit and probity, this was more than fijfficient to make 
him rejedi: the offers of fuch a brotherhood* I'hey had* 
already inferibed his name on their regifters, and they 
were obliged to crafe it. As a proof that he had judged 
lightly of them, he quotes tlie letter of a virtuous and 
ciearfighted ftatefmah, who, after having officially examin¬ 
ed the whole plan of the Gernjan Union'and its myfte- 
ries, pronounces them to b^{ibo 7 ninations that woieldinake 
one^s hair Jlando?i end! Such are his expreflions I . - 
Thefe abominations, however, were far from making 
a fiinilar impreffion on the other apoftles of the Germanic 
Union. Meanwhile Weifhaiipt, a tranquil fpectator of 
the progrefs of his llluminifm, feemed to take no part in 
it. moftaiiive adepts lived round about him at Go- 
tVa, at vVeimarjat Jena,and atEcrlin; but onemight have 
thought him quite ladiftcrent as to their fiiccefs. If we 
except the vilits he received from the brethren, a few 
joiirnies that he took, and particularly thole which he had 
made to fee the founder of the Germanic Union, nothing 
could depofe agaiiht hun as the founder or chief w'ho con¬ 
tinued to dire^ih the plots of the Seed. Put let the reader 
never lofe fight of his precepts on the art of appearing 
pcifctl^iy idle in the midft of thegreateft a£iivity; let him 
refieCt on thofc menaces which he iifued fix months aftci* 




HISTORICAL PART. 


207 


his flight from Munich : Let our ene^mcs rejoice* Their 
joy Jhallfoon he changed into forroiv. Don’t think that 
even in my hanljioment I jhall remain idle.^ After this, it 
is eafy to judge of his fuppofed nullity in the progrefs of 
his confpiracy. However fecret he may have been in the 
part he was afting, he could’obferve but too well the ap¬ 
proaching accoraplifhment of the prediction ho had made 
lb early as the fecond year of his. Iliuminifm, when he 
wrote to his firft adepts, The great obftacles are ovcr- 
« come; you will now fee us proceed with gigantic ftrides/^ 
The SeCl had not been in exiftence twelve years when 
Germany was overrun with an immenfe number of adepts 
and demi-adepts. It was alTuming a menacing afpeCt in 
Holland, in Hungary, and in Italy. One of the adepts 
called Zimmerman, who began by being the chief of a 
Lodge at Manheim, and who Toon became as zealous for 
the propagation of the SeCt, as the Famous Zimmerman 
had been to counteract their dark defigns, would often 
brag that he had founded more than a hundred of thofc 
confpiring clubs known under the name of literary focie- 
ties, or of Mafonic Lodges, during his career thro’ Italy, 
Hungary, and Switzerland. To give the fatal impulfe to 
the world, it now only remained for the SeCl to carry its 
myfterics into a nation powerful and aClive indeed, but 
unfortunately more fufceptible of that effervefcence which' 
bereaves man of the power of thinking, than of that judg¬ 
ment which forefees difafters; to a nation which in its 
ardor and enthufiaftn, too eafily forgets that true great- 
nefs is not that courage tvhich bids defiance to danger ^for 
the vandals and barbarians can boaft of fiich heroes ;•) to 
a nation, in lliort, that has ever been a prey to illufions,- 
and which, before it would hearken to the councils of wis¬ 
dom, might ill its firft fury overturn the altar and fhiver 
the feepter, returning to reafon only in time to weep over 
the ruins, and lament the devaftation of which it had been 
the caufe. 

This defeription unfortunately was too applicable to 
France, which in many refpecls might claim the primacy 
among nations, but was too eafily led away by illufions. ' 
The ferutinizing Areopage had fixed its eyes on her, and 
now judged it a convenient time for fending its emifia- 
ries to the banks of the Seine. This will be the proper 

* Letter to Fifher, 9ih Auguflr, 17S5., 
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commencement of the fourth Epoch of Illumihifm.—t 
Now let the reader prepare to contemplate ftates convu)-* 
fed, citizens buicherccl, in a word, to ponder over all the 
crimes and difafters inherent in the very nature of Revo-* 
lutians* 
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CHAP, XL 


Fourth Epoch of IIlu 7 nimfm. 

The Deputation frotn JVciJhaicpf s Illuminees to the Free 
Jl/Iafons of Paris,—State of French Mafonry at that 
period,—Labors and Suecefjes of the Deputies, — Do-* 
alition of the Confpiring Sophijiers^ Mafons^ and lUu^ 
viinees^ generating the facohins, 

A S early as the year 1782, Philo and Spartacus had 
formed the plan of converting the French nation 
to their Syftem of Illun:kinifm; but the vivacity and ca¬ 
pricious temper of the people, fo difficult to be reftrained, 
made it feem prudent for the two Chiefs at that time not 
to extend their attempts beyond Strafbourg. The ex- 
plofion in France might be premature; its too volatile 
and impetuous people might be unwilling to wait till other 
nations were properly prepared for the grand objeci; and 
Weifiiaupt, in particular, was not a man to be fatished 
with partial or local infurrecflons, which might only ferve 
to put other Sovereigns on their guard. The Reader has 
already feen him in fecret, preparing his Adepts, and con¬ 
triving the concatenation of his correfpondence, in fucha 
manner, that he bad but to give the fignal when the fa¬ 
vorable moment fliould come. On the fatal day of revo¬ 
lution, and at the appointed hour, legions of brethren 
were to fpring forth on all Tides from their fecret recefles, 
whether Lodges, Academies, or under what other denomi¬ 
nation foever, from the North to the South, and from the 
Eaft to the Well. All Europe in fiiort was to be revo¬ 
lutionized at the fame inftant; all nations were to be hur¬ 
ried into a 14th of July; and all kings were, like Lewis 
the Sixteenth, to awake prifoners in the hands of their 
own fubje£ls. Altars and thrones were fimultaneoufly 
to vanifn from the earth. According to this plan, as has 
juft been obfervcd, the French were to be thelaft people 
initiated in the myfteries, as the Chiefs took it for grant-? 
ed, that with their natural impatience they would never 
Dd 
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be brought to wait till the explofion could be univerfally^ 
prepared.' 

Already, however, there exifted fome adepts in the very 
heart of the kingdom. Some few had been initiated by 
Knigge at the time of the meeting at Willemfbaden— 
During that very year, we find on the lift of brethren, 
Dietrich, that Mayor of Strafbourg who has fince in 
A 1 face rivalled Robefpierre by his cruelties.^ Another 
adept of vaft importance to the Se£t was the Marquis du 
Mirabeau, who was afterwards to become fo famous in 
the revolutionary annals of his country. What ftrange 
iiifatuation pollcired the minifters of the moft honeft man- 
that ever fwayed a feeptre, to entruft this Marquis with 
the intcrefts of their mafter at the court of Berlin, well 
knowing (as they did) the monftrous immorality of his 
private life, is more than I (hall attempt to explain. One 
might be led to think that it was not deemed fufficient 
that Lewis XVI. had faved him from the fcaffbld, but 
his villany was to be rccompenfed by a fecret miffion 
which feemed to denote the utmoft confidence of his 
fovereign. Mirabeau at Berlin condudled the King^s 
affairs juft as he had formerly done thofe of his father and 
mother, fully ready to facrifice all parties and to fell him- 
Llr to the higheft bidder. With fuch a difpofition, he 
could not long avoid the notice of thePrufiian llluminees; 
and Nicolai Biefter, Gedike, and Leuchfenring foon be¬ 
came his conftant companions. At Brunfwick he met 
v;ich iVIauvillon, the worthy difciple of Knigge, and 
at that time a Profelior in the Caroline College. This 
was the man who initiated the profligate Marquis in the 
laft myfterics of liluminifm.f 

Long before his initiation Mirabeau had been actjuaint- 
ed with all the revolutionary powers of the Mafonic Lodg¬ 
es 5 nor did he, when initiated, undervalue thofe which 
flowed or might flow from Weifbaupt’s inventive geni¬ 
us. On his return to France he began to introduce the 
new myfterics among fome of his Mafonic brethren.— 
His firfl affociate v/as the Abbe Talleyrand de Pe- 
RiGOiiD, who had already begun toadt the part of Judas 

• V/elt un menfehen KenimTs, P. 130. 

t See the Difeourfe of a Maflerof a Lodge on the ultimate 
fate rt‘ Mafoory; Appendix to this Difeourfe—Important Ad- 
moniiion by Ucffmarij.Vol. U. Se< 5 t. VII. &c. &c. 
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m the firfl: order of the church. But to have only intro¬ 
duced the myfteries was not fuiHcient for the Marquis ; 
he would have teachers come from Germany, who were 
better verfed than he was in the illurainizing arts. Well 
acquainted with the reafons that had induced the chiefs 
of the Order to defer the converfion of France^ he found 
means to convince them, that the time was now come 
for the accomplifliment of their views; that the whole 
nation only waited for their new revolutionary means, to 
burft into an open rebellion, for which they had been fo 
long prepared by other confpirators; and that the Illu- 
minees might moll certainly turn the fcales. A private 
corxefpondence then took place between him and Mau- 
villon;* but of this a fufficiency has not tranfpired to 
enable the hiftorian to deferibe the intrigues that took 
place oil the occafion^ certain it is, however, that Mira- 
beau’s plan was adopted by the Areopagej and by a plu¬ 
rality of votes it was decided, that France fiiould be im¬ 
mediately illuminized;. -This was an undertaking of too 
great importance to be entrufted to a common adept.— 
The man who, fince the retreat of Spartacus^ had been 
looked upon as the Chief of the Order, ofFei ed himfelf^ 
and the worthy fucceffor of both Knigge 

and Weifhaupt, was deputed to the French Lodges, in 
which the illuminization was to commence. Bode re¬ 
ceived as an affociate in this miflion Bayard that other 
pupil of Knigge’s whofe real name was William Ba- 
II.ON de^Busche, a Captain in the Dutch fervice, heir 

It is to this fame Mauvillon that the German writers at¬ 
tribute the greater part of thofe two works puhliflied by Mlra- 
beau, under the titles of The PruJJia?: Monarchy, and An Es- 
fay on the lUummees. Hence the high encomiums pafTcd 'on 
Vydlhaupt in the former, (Vol. V. Book Vlf.) and all the cun¬ 
ning artifice that is obfervabJe in the latter, which was wriired 
with no other view than to miflead the public, by profeiTmg to 
betray the fecrets of the Sed, without, in truth, faying a liogle 
word that could expofe its views; and by leading alhay the 
reader's attention to far different objefls. This device made the 
French believe that they were thoroughly acquainted with ll- 
luminilm, though they were fo periedly Ignorant on the fub- 
je6l as to have confounded Weifhaupt's lliuminces with the 
Swedenborgians. The artifice aifo ferved a cloak, under 
v/hich Mirabeau introduced into France,at the time 

when he pretended to write againfl it. The very appellation of 
Philalete^ which he gave to his adepts was a trick, as it denot- 
the Theofophical llluminees, quite another fpecies. 
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to a large fortune, a man of talents, and well verfed in all 
that artifice and low cunning which the Infinuators were 
wont to ftyle prudence and wifdom. This Baron had- 
been formerly employed to propagate the plots of the Sedl 
in thofe very provinces which had a right to expedf from* 
him even the facrifice of his life in defence of its laws.* 
The zeal with which he had fulfilled his million 
feemed to give him an indifputable title to the honor of 
attending on the Chief of the Order in his journey to 
Paris. 

Circumftances could not have been more favorable 
than they were at that time for the deputies, nor more 
difaltrous for France. The Philolbphifm of the age had 
operated on the Lodges as fully as could be expedled, to 
prepare the reign of that Equality and Liberty taught by 
Voltaire and RofiTeau, and which only needed the laft 
myfteries of Weifhaupt to convert them into the moft 
abominable impiety and moft abfolute anarchy. A line 
had been drawn between the degrees of ancient and of 
modern Mafonry. The former with the puerile paftimes^ 
and obfeure fymbols, were left to the commonalty of the 
Brethren. I'he latter, ftyled philcfophical^ comprehend¬ 
ed thofe which I have deferibed under the titles ox Knights 
cf the Stin^ the higher RoJicritcians^TLiid the Knights Ka^ 
defeh. At the head of ail thefe focieties (whether ancient 
or modern) were three Lodges at Paris, particularly re¬ 
markable for the authority which they exercifed over the 
reft of the Order, and for the influence that they pofleffed 
over the opinions of the Brethren. 

The firft of thefe, The Grand Orient^ was rather a 
re^union of all the regular Lodges of the kingdom (re~ 
prefented by their deputies) than a Lodge. It might be 
called a fort of i\dafonic Parliament fubdivided into four 
Committees, which, when united, formed the Grand 
Council or Lodge, where all the affairs of the Order 
definitively detennined. The Committees were fub-di- 
vided into that of Adminijhatioyi of Paris^ of the Pro^ 
vinces^ and of the Degrees, Of all thefe, the latter was 
the mainfpring and the moft impenetrable; for no vifitors 
were admitted to it, as they were to the three others, to 
the ordinary meetings of wliich all Mafters or Fenerables 
of Lodges had free accefs. • 


^ Original Writings, and Philo’s Berichre, 6. 
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Three great Officers of the order were attached to this 
Mafonic Parliament; to wit^ the Grand Majitr^ the 
General Admimjirator^ and rhe Great Confervato 7 \ His 
moft: Serene Highnefs Brother-PJjtlip of Orleans, firft 
Prince of the blood, was Grand Mafter at the time when 
the Illuminees arrived in Paris. The two other offices 
v;cre filled by perfons of the firft diftindlion; but their 
characters are fuch, that they will ever ftind incontefta- 
bie proofs of what I have already aflerted, that even in the 
very higheft degrees of the Order, there were modified 
mylleries for thofe who, by their ranic, were to ferve as a 
protection for its plots without even furmifing their ten¬ 
dency.* 

Such, however, was not the cafe with Philip of Or¬ 
leans. His rank of Grand Mafter, his impiety, and in- 
fatiable thirft for vengeance, fuffieiendy demonftrated to 
the Illuminizing Milfionaries how well he was qualified 
and bow far prepared to fecond their defigns in the mul¬ 
titude of Lodges that recognized him as Grand Mafter^ 
So early as the year 1787 we find that France contained 
(as may be feen in the ftatement of its correfpondence), 
two hundred and eighty-two towns, in which were to be 
found regular Lodges under the direCiion of the Grand 
Mafter. In Paris alone there exifted eighty-one j fixteeii 
at Lyons, feven at Bourdeaux, five at Nantes, fix at Mar- 
fellies, ten at Montpellier, ten at Touloufe; in fhort, in 
almoft every town the Lodges were in pretty juft ratio to 
the population. Indeed it would feem that even this vail 
empire over French Mafonry was not fufficient for the 
Grand Orient, as by the fame ftatement we find the 
Grand Mafter ifluing out his inftrnCtions to the Lodges 
ofChambery in Savoy, of Lode in Switzerland, of Brux¬ 
elles in Brabant, of Cologne, Liege and Spa in Weft- 
^ phalia, of Leopold and Warfaw in Poland, of Mofeow 
in Psiiffia, of Portfmouth in Virginia, of Fort Royal in 
Grenada, and in ftiort to Lodges in all the French Colo¬ 
nies. Thus did Philip of Orleans and his Grand Orient 
eufure to the Illuminees as powerful an alliance as that 
formerly made by Knigge with the German Lodges un¬ 
der the diredioa of Weiibaupt.f 

* See the Alphabetical Statement of the Correfpendence of 
the Lodges of the G. O. ot France. 

f Ibid, Art. To eign States, 
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Subject to the Grand Orient we next find at Paris a 
Lodge called Les Amis Reunis (or United Friends), 
which was more particularly charged with all Foreign 
Correfpondence. Thefamous RevolutioniftSAV alette 
de Lange, was one of its leading members* This adept 
held under government the office of Garde du Trefor 
Royal ; that is to fay, he enjoyed that confidence to which 
none but the moft faithful fubjedf could be entitled; yet 
at that very time wa§ he engaged in the various plots and 
myfteries of all the different Sedls. In order to form an 
union of them all, he had introduced into his Lodge the 
different fyftems of the Sophifters, of the Martinifts and 
of the other Mafons; and, the more to impofe on the 
Public, he alfo introduced all the luxuries and amufements 
of the Great. Concerts and balls made Brethren of high 
rank flock to his Lodge, and they came with the moft 
brilliant equipages. Soldiers flood fentry in the avenues, 
that the multitude of carriages might not occafion difor- 
der; indeed a Hanger might have thought that it was un¬ 
der the aufpices of the King himfelf that thefe balls were 
given. The Lodge was refplendent, as the more wealthy 
Mafons contributed to the expenfbs of the Orcheftra, 
lights, refrefhments, and, in ihort, of all thofe diverfions 
which appeared to be the foie obje6l of their union. But 
while the Brethren were dancing with their female adepts, 
or were chaunting in the common Lodge-room the fweets 
of Equality and Liberty, they little fulpeded that a 
cret Committee held its fittings over their heads, and were 
employed in preparing the means for diffufing that Equal¬ 
ity and Liberty over all ranks and conditions, from the 
palace to the cot. 

It was a£lually over the common Lodge-room that the 
Committee held its fittings under the title of the Secret Com- 
?nittee of United Friends^ whofe grand adepts were two men 
equally famous in the myfleries at Lyons and at Paris.— 
Thefe were WiLLERMOz and Cha|>pe delaHENRiERE. 
During the whole time of the feflivity two tylers, with 
drawn fwords, flood, one at the bottom of the flair-cafe, 
the other near the upper door, to defend the entrance of 
the new Sandluary, where were kept the archives of the 
Secret Correfpondence. Even the man to whom all the 
packets from the Brethren of Germany or Italy were di- 
recled, not permitted to pafs beyond the threfhold of 
the door. He was unacquainted v/ith the cypher ot the 
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Correfpondence; his duty was merely to carry the pack¬ 
ets to the door of the Committee Savalette de Lange 
came to receive them, and the fecret never tranfpired be¬ 
yond the walls of the Committee, The Reader may ea- 
lily conceive the nature of this Correfpondence, and of 
the Councils held in conlequence of it, when he is inform¬ 
ed, that to gain admittance into this Secret Committee, 
it was not fulficient to have been initiated in all the de- * 
grees of ancient Mafonry, but it was neceffary to be a 
Majier of all the Philofophical Degrees ; that is to fay, 
to have fworn hatred to Ckrijlianlty with the Knights of 
the Sun, and hatred to every worjhlpy and to all Kings 
with the Knights Kadofch. 

There exifted other lurking haunts of rebelljon, lefs ^he ^ 
known, but ftill more formidable 5 fuch as that in the Rue 
de la Sourdlerey where the Brethren of Avignon, pupils goun-" 
of Swedenborg and St. Martin, came to mingle their diere. 
myfteries with thofe of the Roficrucians and other Ma- 
foiis both ancient and fophifticated. In public, under the 
difguife of quacks and vifionary ghoft-raifers, thefe new 
adepts fpoke of nothing but their powers of evoking fpi- 
rits, railing and interrogating the dead, and a hundred 
other phenomena of a fimilar nature. But in the dark re- 
cefles of their Lodges, thefe nev/ law-givers were fofter- 
ing plots nearly of the fame tendency as thofe of Weifhaupt, 
but more atrocious in their conftru£tion. I have alrea¬ 
dy expofed their diforganizing myfteries in treating of 
Swedenborg and St. Martin. I fcarcely dared to credit 
the horrid trials and abominable oaths faid by feveral wri¬ 
ters to be exacSted from the adepts. I could wi(h to have 
fpoken of them on the authority only of the adepts them- 


* I was informed by one of the Brethren who for a long time 
was the carrier of thefe difpaiches, that, after fometime, widi- 
ing to become a Member of the Commiitee, he was induced to 
get himfelf initiated in thefe degrees; but that he forbore do¬ 
ing it, becaufe an engagement for life ^veas required^ and alfo an 
annual contribution of fr; hundred Uvres, (lie alfo iji-' 
formed me, that each Brother paid a (imiiar contribution, and 
that the whole management of thefe Funds was left to the Bro¬ 
ther Savalette, who never gave in any accounts. This was a 
Fund to be added to the many means of corruption already in 
the pofTeflion of the adepts of the Occult Lodges. Who can 
fay how far thefe refources were extended in the hands of a 
man who had the care of the Trefor Royal? The Confpirators 
very well knew how to chufe both their men and their places. 
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felves or of the Code; but thofe v/ith whom I have a5 
yet been acquainted, had only been initiated in part of the 
myrteries; yet by wliat they had learned, it will not be 
^ difficult for the reader to form a judgment of the remain* 
dcr. 

It is an inconteftible fa£f to begin with, that Sweden* 
borg’s Illuminees, ftyled in France the Martinifts, and 
^ alfo calling themfelves the beneficent Knights^ had their 
travelling adepts after the manner of the Illuminees of 
Weiftiaupt. It is alfo certain that the pretended Phi- 
lalctes^ or lovers of truth, had formed a code of laws for 
themfelves, had organized focieties, and, like Weilhaupr^ 
had intruded them into the Mafonic Lodges, there to 
learch after men who might be difpofed to receive their 
myfteries, and adopt their new degrees. Among the lat¬ 
ter was one called the Knights of the P hoc nix, A Knight 
of this degree giving hiinfelf out for a Saxon, and a Ba¬ 
ron of the Holy Roman Empire, poflefled of tiie moft 
pompous certificates from feveral Princes'of Germany, 
came to exercife his Apoftlefhip in France a very few 
years before the late Revolution.^ After having fpent 
fome time in a central town, vifited the Lodges, and ob- 
ferved the Brethren, he thought that he had difeovered 
three worthy of being initiated in the higher fciences.— 
The Venerable or Mailer of the Lodge, in whofe words 
we fhall relate the ftory, was one of thefe worthies. All 
things agreed on, (faid the Venerable) we three waited 
on our Illuminee, ardent to be initiated in the new mys* 
ries which he had promifed. 

As he could not fubjedl us to the ordinary trials, he 
difpenfed-with them as much as lay in his power.- In 
the middle of his apartment he had prepared a chaffing* 
“ difli and a brafier full of fire; on his table were various 
fymbols, and among others a'Phoenix encompafled by a 
Serpent with its tail in its month, forming a circle.— 
The explanation of the myfteries began by that cf the 
“ brafier and other fymbols. ^ This brafier (fald he) is 
“ here to teach you, that fire is the principle of all things 
that it is the great agent of nature, and imparts action 

^ I could have named this man, as he is mentioned in my 
mannfeript Memoirs as a Philakie Illuminee very famous in 
Priiilia. Hut the perlbn wliom the reader will obferve fo indigo 
nant at thefe myfteries is at pitfent in trance; prudence, there; 
fore, on his account, forbids me to raentioD names. 
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to bodies. That man receives from that agent life, 
with the power of thinking and of a£ling.* Such was 
the tenor of his firft leilon. Our Illiiminee then pro- 
ceeded to explain the other fymbols.—This ferpent 
forming a circle (fays he) is the emblem oithe Eternl^ 
ty of the IVorld^ which, like this ferpent, has neither 
beginning nor end. The ferpent, you. may alfo know, 

<< has the property of annually renovating its fkin; this 
« will figure to you the revoliftions of the univerfe, and ^ 
of nature, which appears to weaken and even to perifii 
at certain epochs, but which, ip the irpmenfity of ages, 
only grows old to become young again, and to prepare 
for new revolutions. This Phoenix is a ftilJ more nar 
tural expofition of the fuccefiion and perpetuation of 
thefe phenomena. Mythology has reprefented this bird 
as re-vivifying from its own afhes, only to fhow how 
the univerfe is reproduced, apd will continue to be fo, 

‘‘ from itfelf." 

“ Thus far the Illuminizing Baron bad taught us, mi- 
der the common promife of fecrecy, when on a fudden 
he flopped and informed us, that he could not proceed 
any farther without previoufly exacting an oath, the 
formula of which he read to us to fee whether we were 
difpofed to take it. We all fhuddered at hearing it.—:• 

‘‘ The exadl words I do not pretend to flatei but it was 
a promife, in the moft execrable terms, to obey the 
chiefs of his Illuminifm. We endeavored to conceal our 
indignation, that we* might hear to v/hat lengths he 
would proceed 3 he then came to the promife of renoun-: 
cing and abjuring the moji facred Ues\ thofe of citizen^ 
ojfiibje^y of one^sfarnilyy oj fother^ mothei ^frieiid^ chif 
“ dren-^ hiijband. At thefe words one of the three, unable 
to endure it any longer, Tallied forth from the room, re- 
turned with a drawn fvvord in his hand, and ran at 
the illumini-zing Baron in a moft violent rage. We 
were happy enough to flop and hold him until be had 
recovered his fepfes a little. Then, however, our col- 
league burft into the moft violent pafiion, abuUng the 
Baron for a rafeal, and telling him, that if he were nun 
.“out of the town in twenty-four hours he would have 
“ him taken up and hanged.” The reader will readily 
fuppofe that the Baron made the beft of his way ouc of the 
place. 

Another affair that will throw fome light on this mon- 
.E e 
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ilrous Sc£i took place at Vienna. A young man of higti’ 
birth, and’who has fignalized himfclf by his bravery du¬ 
ring this war, felt an impulfe, like many others of his age^. 
to become a Free-mafon. His Lodge, though he knew 
it not, was one of thofe under the dire£iion of the fame 
fpecies of Iliuminees. He had often been made the bearer 
of letters which he llrongly fufpedfed. At length he de¬ 
termined not to deliver them, under pretence that he had 
not found the perfons at home to whom they were direft- 
ed, but in fa£r becaufc he did not wi(h to be made the in- 
ifrument of treafon. Ctiriofity, however, getting the bet¬ 
ter of him, he ftill continued to folicit admiflion to the 
higher degrees. At length his initiation was fixed for the 
next day, when he received a letter ^demanding an imme¬ 
diate interview, and written in the moft prefling ltyle.~ 
When he came to the place appointed he found an adept ^ 
tlic former friend of his father. ^ I am now taking fuch 
a fl'cp (faid he), that the leafl: indiferetion on your part 
will certainly coft me my life; but I thought myfelf 
“ bound to it in confequence of the friendfhip which your 
father always iheweci me and the regard that 1 have per- 
Tonally for yourfelf. I am a loll man if you do not keep 
my fccretj but on.the other hand, you are forever un- 
done if you piefcnt yourfelf at the Lodge to receive the 
degree for which you Have been foliciting.- I know you 
too well to think that you would take the oath which 
will be propbfed to you: You cannot diflemble; and 
“ .dill lefs will you be able to think or atSf as they would 
“ wifli to make vou. Horror wdli betray you, and then 
“ all will be over with y'ou. You are already on the black 
LIST as fufpe^ecL Knowing you as I do, I can aflure 
you that .ou will foon be on the Red^ or blood-list 
(blode and then never flatter yourfelf with a hope 
to cfcape the poifons or the afiaflins of the Sect.** This 
youth’s refoiUtion was not to be fubdued by fear. Before 
he w^ould acqiiiefce, he wiflied at leafl: to be madeacquaint- 
• ed wdth fome of thofe terrible engagements ip which he 
was to bind himfelf, and which he would not be able to 
keep. His friend then explained the oath that would bs 
required, and he found it to be no other than the utter re¬ 
nunciation of all the moft facred ties of Religion, of foci- 
ety, and of nature ; and a vow to recognize no other law 
than the commands of his Illuminizing Superiors. 

. fliuddcrcd at hearing of fuch bonds; he found means of 
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deferring his initiation, and abandoned the Lodges entire¬ 
ly before it was -too late. Since the Revolution, circum- 
ftances have induced this Gentleman to leave the Auftri- 
an fervice and engage in the Englifh 5 but it was from his 
own mouth that 1 learned how much he feared that his 
friend had been put on the Red Lift for the friendly fer¬ 
vice he had rendered him. Certain it is, that he heard 
of his death a fliort time after this interview had taken 
place. 

The reader will naturally wifli to return to our Bava¬ 
rian Illuminees ; but that he may better underftand what 
was and what ought to be the elFeft of their million, T 
muft iirft deferibe the-compofition of the Lodge in which 
they were to be received; and for that purpofe,I muft 
again infift on thofe Illuminees fo well known in France 
under the ,naine of Theofophes* Let us compare the 
above-mentioned hlack Itjl and blood list with an an¬ 
ecdote that indeed I could never credit until I was at 
length informed of the circuinftances by men who were 
perfe^Ily well acquainted with them. Every body knew '^he 
that the large manfion of Ermenonville, belonging to 
Mr. Gerardin, andfituated about thirty milesFrom Paris, 
was a principal haunt of Illuminifm. It is alfo well known, 
that there, at the tomb of Jean Jaques Rouffeau, under 
pretence of regenerating man and reftoring him to the 
age of nature, the moft horrible diftolutenefs of morals 
was praflifed. The famous impoftor Saint Germain 
prefided over thefe myfteries; he was the .God of them, 
and he alfo had hi^ blood lijt. The Chevalier dc Les- 
CURE fell a fatal victim to it. He wifhed to withdraw 
from this horrid fociety; perhaps even to difeover its 
abominations. Poifon was minglevi with his drink, and 
he was not a ftranger to the caufe of his death. Before 
lie expired he, pofitivdy declared to the Marquis de , 
MontrO'I, a,general officer, that he fell a vidlim to this > 
infamous crew of Illuminees.^ 

* Nothing can equal the profligacy of morals that raged a- 
mong thefe inhabitants of Ermenonville. Every woman admit¬ 
ted to the myfteries became Cv^mrnon to the Brotherhood.— 

That which St, Germain had chofen for himfelf was called the 
Virgin; flie alone had the privilege of not being delivered over 
to chance, or to the commands of ihefe true Adamites, iinlels 
St. Germain thought proper to confer the title of Virgin cu 
fome Ollier woman. This vile impoftor, more adroit than Cag- 
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Having afcertained thefe fa£ts, I (hall no longer hefi^ 
tate to confider as fo many hiilorical truths, firft, all iht 
oaths and wiihes for the deftru^lion of the Altar and the 
Throne; fecondly, all thofe dotSlrines fo exa 61 :ly coind-' 
ding vrith what has been already extracted from the works 
of the Se(fi; and, laftlyj all thofe abominable oaths and 
horrid trials defcribed by a multitude of authors. Nor 
fhall I be guilty of any calumny when I declare, that the 
foie difrerence between this Se(^ and Weifhaupt’s lies in 
the ceremonial. Atheifm is as precifely the ultimate ob- 
je 61 : of their theofophy, as it is of Weilhaupt’s myfteries* 
Neither v/ill alloWj that a man of nature can be bound by 
the law's of fociety j both declare that fovereigns are no^ 
thing more than tyrants 5 and both agree, that all means 
of annihilating Priefts, Kings, Altars, and Laws, (howe- 
ever atrocious they may be in themfelves) become meri¬ 
torious and noble when diredled to that end. But they 
excel even the modern Spartacus in their arts for kind¬ 
ling and inflaming the zeal of their aflafllns and parricides* 
That the means of the former are not to be compared 
with thofe of the latter, let the reader decide on the fol- 
lowing ftatement. 

\V hen one of thofe unfortunate meri who haV'e been 
Jed away by the Sedi into all the illufions of their vifions; 
wiihes to be initiated into the art of prodigies, the fci*. 
ence of fciences, in fhort into the laft fccrets of the adepts^ 
the propofition is made to him to confummate his devo¬ 
tion to the fuperiors who are entrufted with thefe fcieii- 
ces. This will be a new contract, and will make him 

liollro, had a<!l:nally perfuaded his adepts that he was in pos- 
fellicn of an Elixir of Immorfaiity ; that he had gone through 
feveral changes by means of the metenipfychofis) that he had 
already died three times,but that he would die no more; that 
fince his laft change he had lived fifteen hundred years:—And 
there were dupes who, too wife to credit the eternal truths 
taught by a God-rnade-man, firmly believed in this metemp- 
fychofiR and in the fifteen hundred years of their God St. Ger¬ 
main ! !—Neither did they know that that period, of time waS 
no more than an aliufion ro the Mafonic degrees. According to 
the Mafonic fiftion, aif Apprentice is three years old, a Fellow- 
Craft five, and a Mafter fevem This age goes on in fuch an in- 
creafing ratio in certain degrees, that a Scotch Knight is faid 
to five htmdredyears old. When a Mafon therefore comes 
and fays, 1 am fo many years old, his no more than faying I 
am of fuch a degree. (See Gefchickts der unhekanten on the 
'Scotch Degrees.) 



( HISTORICAL t>ARt. 


221 


the blind inftrunient of all the plots into which he will 
foori be plunged. On the day appointed for his initiation 
he is led through dark windings to the den of trials. In 
this cavern the image of death, the mechanifm of fpeftres, 
potions of blood, fepulchral lamps, fubterraneous voices, 
every thing,’in fhort, that can affright the imagination, 
and fuccefiiveiy hurry him from terror to enthufiafm, is 
put in aflion, until at length, worn out by fright, fatigue, 
hope^ or enthufiafu], the candidate is lb perfectly deprived 
of his reafon, that he cannot help following any impulfe 
that he may receive^ Then it is that the voice of the 
invifible Hierophant burfts forth from this abyfs, makes 
the vaults refound with its menaces, and preferibes the 
following execrable oath, which the Candidate repeats af¬ 
ter him: 

I here break all the ties of the flelh that bind me to 
father, 'mother, brothers, lifters, wife, relations, friends, 
chiefs, benefactors; in fhort, to every 
‘‘ perfon to whom I have promiled faith, obedience, gra- 
tude, or fervice.’* 

* I fwear to reveal to the new chief whom I acknow- 
ledge every thing that I Ihall have feen,dbne^read, heard, 
learned, or difeovered; and even to feek after and fpy 
into things that might otherwife efcape my notice. I 
fwear to revere the Aqua Tophana^ as a certain, prompt, 
and neceffary means of ridding the earth by the death or 
ftupefaftion of thofe who revile the truth, or feek to 
wreft it from my hands.’** 

Scarcely has the candidate pronounced this oath when 
the fame voice informs him, that from that inftant he is 
releafed from all other oaths that he had taken either to his 
■country or to the laws. Fly (it fays) the temptation of 
ever revealing what you have juft heard; for light- 
ning is not more inftantaneous than the dagger that 
fliall reach you in whatever part of the world you may 
« be.” 

Thus did this atrocious Seft form its adepts. Spring¬ 
ing from the delirious reveries of a Swedenborg, it tra¬ 
vels from England to Avignon, Lyons, and Paris. In 
this latter town, and as early as the year 1781, a club of 
this fpecies of iliuminees (to the number of 125 or 130) 

* See the Red Lodge unveiled, Page ii,and the Hlftory of 
the AfTdllination of Guftavus ill.King of Sweden, Se 6 l. 4* 
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had formed itfelf, holding its fittings in the ab®ve men-* 
tioned Rue de la Sourdiere. Savalette de Lange, the 
fame man whom we have feen fo immerfed in the corres¬ 
pondence of the Committee of the yimis Reunisy prefided 
over this club. The famous Count St. Germain often 
held meetings at this fame Lodge. CAGtiosTRO was 
invited to it by a fpecial deputation for the purpofe* Hi¬ 
therto this man’s myfieries had only been thofe of an im- 
poftor 5 but here he foon learned to be a confpirator. It 
was from this Lodge that he derived that knowledge of 
the revolution which he pretended to foretel in a fort of 
prophetic cant when he made his appearance in London 
after he had been liberated from the Baftille. It was 
thciice that he received his mifiions for Rome, where 
he was to fow the feeds of Revolution, One of the A- 
depts that had been deputed to him was a Mr. R aymonI), 
who had been the mafter of the Poft-office at Befancon. 
He was an enthufiaft, and his imagination was bewilder¬ 
ed with Swedenborg’s vifions. From him the knowledge 
wa's derived of this Lodge having had a hundred and thir¬ 
ty refident members at Paris, and more than a hundred 
and fifty travelling members’ or correfpon dents in differ¬ 
ent parts of the Globe; that, after the example*of Hoi- 
bach’s club, they had their compilers and printers who 
were circulating their revolutionary poifons among all 
clafies of the people.’^ In the perfon of Dietrich, Se¬ 
cretary to the Lodge, we find overy fpecies of Illmninifm. 
CoNDORCET alfo was a member; he who needed only 
to be made acquainted with Weifhaupt’s plots to belong 
to every confpiring Seel; though it is not certain, that 
Dietrich had not already put him in diredt correfpondence 
with the modern Spartacus. —Let the reader mark well 
of what perfons this Lodge was compofed. We fhall 
have occafion to advert to it again for the illuflration of 
many a fanguinary feene. In the mean time let us take a 
view of other mafonic haunts, that we may difeover all 

* 1 have been informed of all thefe circumfiances by a man 
who was fora long time connefted with the Poftmafter Ray¬ 
mond, but who relifted all his arts of fedudlion. 'this fame 
perfons, on whom I can perfedlly rely, alfo informed me, that 
he liacl feen tite minutes of the Lodge, which were regularly 
pnnted by Clouzkr in the Rus de Soi’honiie; but that they were 
fb overloaded wiih.y7j;v;/ and hieroglyphics^ that it was iiiipofS* 
bie for any but the adepts to read them. 
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thefe difFerent Sedls, the harbingers of fuch horrors, uni¬ 
ting and combining into one hideous mafs of confpirators 
under xhe difaftrous name of Jacobins. 

Belide the lodges that I have already named, there ex- , 

ifted two others in Paris, the more remarkable as they 
fhew how the confpirators would as it were clafs them- 
fclves according to the degree of error they had adopted, 
or the views that had prompted them to engage in the 
general confpiracy. One of thefe Lodges was called the- 
Nine Sijiers, This was the re-union of the Mafonic 
brethren who ftyled themfelves Philofophers. The other 
was named the Lodge of Candor^ and was chiefly compo- 
fed of thofe Mafons who in the world held a high rank 
and bore titles of nobility, while in the Lodges they trai- 
teroufly confpired againff Nobility, and more particularly 
againft the monarchy and againft religion. 

The unfortunate Duke de }a Rochejbucaulty at once 
the dupe and protedfor of the Sophifters, belonged to the 
Lodge of the Nuie Sijiers. Pajioret was the Mafler of ^ ^ , 

it, he who in public appeared to facriHce to rank and 
riches, and even to court religion; but whofe revolu- 
tionary career would have caufed Jefs furprize had the ac¬ 
tive part he had taken in the dark rccefles of this Lodge 
been more generally known. The name of Condorcet al- 
fo appears here, as it does in every haunt of rebellion.—. 
T['ogether with him we find a long lift of all the Sophifters 
of the day, fuch as Brijf^t^ Garat^ the commander Dok-* 
mieuj Lacepede^ Bailly^ Camille Depnoulins^ Cerutti^ Four^ 
croi^ Danton^ Milling Lalande^ Bonne^ Chateau^ Randon^ 

ChenierMercier^ Gudin^ La Metherie^ and the Mar-- 
quis de la Salle^ who not finding the Lodge of the Social 
Contra6l fufficiently philofophized, had come over to 
Condorcet. There was alfo Champfort^ who never could 
think that the revolution of Equality and Liberty advan¬ 
ced with fufficient rapidity, till at length fettered in fts 
chains, he could find no other refourcein his Philofophifm 
than fuicide. j Among the apoftate clergy that had flocked • 

thither, we find Noel^ Pmgre^ and Mulot. The two lat¬ 
ter, together with Z^A?were alfo members of the Se¬ 
cret Committee of the Grand Orient, Dom Gerles^ in ' 
company with Rahaud de St, Etienne and Petion^ came 
and joined the Lodge of the Nine Sifters in the early 
time of the Revolution. Faiuhet took his ftation at the 
Poucke de Fer^ with Goupil de Prefeln and Bonneville, 
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As to Syeyes^ the moft zealous of this brotherhood and of 
the whole revolutionary crew, he had formed a new Lodgo 
at the PalaU Royal^ called the Club' of the Twenty-two^ 
and compofed of the chofen of the Elefl:. 

Such perfons as wifti to form a more precife idea of the 
revolutionary fpirit that predominated in this Lodge^need 
only to confult thofe works publifhed by its members, 
when the court, at the inftigadon of Necker, imprudent¬ 
ly invited all the Sophifters to lay before the public their 
views on the compofitibn of the States General. A work 
of this nature, written by La Metherie, being read at the 
hotel, and in prefence of the -Duke de la Rochefoucault, 
a French nobleman, v'ho has fuice mentioned it to me, 
ventured to fay, that the pofitions laid down in that work 
were derogatory to the rights of the fovereign and to re-? 
ligion. ^ (faid the duke, a mere dupe of bis Sophis-? 
‘ ters), either the cain't will admit of thefe plans^ and 
^ then we JJmll be able to arrange matters as we pie ofe ; or 
^ elfe^ the court will rcje 5 i them^ end in that cafe we mujl 
‘ do ivithout a kingd Such, indeed, was the opinion ger 
neraily entertained and declared by the fophifticated Ma- 
fons, fuch as Baillv, Gudin, La Metherie, Dupont, &c.'^ 
They wilhed to ellablifh a king fubjedfed to all their the¬ 
ory of Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the people; 
but it was only through them that the people were to dic¬ 
tate the laws, and feme of thefe foi-difant fages wifhed to 
annihilate royalty entirely. Seveti 1 of them, fuch as Bris^ 
fot and his faftion, already fhewed difpofitiojis to rejedt 
all terms with the throne; and reviling it was only the 
prelude to its utter fubverfion. 

There was another fet of brethren, who frequented the 
Loge de la Candeur\ but, following other plans, they 
fought to combine their ambition with the Mafonic Er 
quality and Liberty. There did La Fayette^ the difciple 
of Syeves, lifping the Rights cf Man^ and already alTertr 
jng that infurretlion was a moji facred diity^ dream that 
he was the rival of the immortal Wafnington. The Bro¬ 
thers Lameth^{\xxn2im^ the flocked thither to, 

punifh the court for the favors conferred on them; fodid 
the Marquis de Montcfquiou^ Adoreton de Chabrillanty 
and Cujiinesy in hopes of revenge for having been flight- 


See the accouQt given of their works in Vol. II. of thefe 
Memoirs. 
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ed by that fame court. Here alfo were feated many agents 
C)f Philip D’Orleans, fuch as his cpunfellor La Clos^ his 
chancellor La Touche^ Sillery the vileft of flaves, and 
D'Aiguillon the moft hideous of mummers.* Thither 
alfo had reforted the Marquis de Lufignan and the Prince 
of Broglio^ whofe youth was about to tarnifh the glory of 
a name that defcrved a better fate. The Phyfician GuiL 
lotin is the only brother that I can find in this Lodge who 
did not bear a title. He foon felt the efFefts of its pow¬ 
er, when cited before the Parliament to anfwer for a fedi- 
tious publication; he beheld thoufands of adepts flocking 
in on all fides and threatening the magiftrates, who might 
|iow plainly perceive that it was too late to contend againft 
the federated bands of Mafonry. 

Such was the ftate of the Lodges, and of the moft re¬ 
markable Brethren at Paris, when the Deputies of Illu- 
minifin arrived from Germany. Moft authors make them 
alight at the Lodge of the Contrat Social^ Rue Coq-heron. of 

J fear that I have myfelf prepared my readei^ for a fimi- the Con- 
lar error, when fpeaking (in Vol. II. Chap. aJII. ofthefe trai So- 
Memoirs) of a Lodge eftablifhed in that fame ftreet. I 
recolle<ft, however, that I particularly mentioned them to * 
be the Sophifters adherent to the Duke de la Rochefou- 
cault; and none of thofe belonged to the Contrat ScciaL 
Though I may have miftaken the ftreet in which they 
alfembled, I was not in any error with refpedt to the per- 
fons of the Confpirators. The better to diftinguifli them, 
and that I might not confound them with another fpecies 
of Mafons, I made the ftridleft inquiries. Among other 
documents, I procured a very numerous lift of the Bre¬ 
thren of the Social Contrail.\ I therein found men who 
are well known for their attachment to royalty, and not 
a fingle one who had diffinguifhed himfelf by his zeal for 
F f 

* All Paris was acquainted with his accoutrements and 
remembers the hideous li;^ure that he cut on the 5th and 6th of 
Odober, 1789, in themidft of the Poiflards at Verfaiiles. 

f I fliouid have given this lift, but that 1 could not fuppofe 
that fo many Dukes, Marquifles, and Barons, would like to fee 
their names made public. Befides, I arn not writing thehiftory 
of the dupes, but of the confpiring Brethren.—I think it, how^ 
ever, proper to obferve, that when the fcederaiion, of which I 
am about to fpeak, was undertaken, they, (by the advice of the 
queen) admitted feveral members of alefs ariftocraiic turn, left 
tlieir Lodge (hould be fufpcded of ariftocracy. 
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the revolution. I p.lfo found that this error (fo fcandali'-- 
7.ing to the Skial Contradf) originated in a work called 
Les Mnfqucs Arraches publifhed under the feigned name 
of Jaques Le Sueur^ v/hich is nothing but a fcurrilous 
libel-on perfons of the higheft refpedability. This au¬ 
thor rrai-jsfofms men whom 1 have known to be the moft 
violent enemies to the' revolution'into the moft zealous 
abettors of it. He alfo makes the Duke de la Rochefou- 
caiilt, the Abbe Fauchet, Bailly, and Ta Fayette, mem¬ 
bers of the tiocial Contra^^ though they'never belonged 
to it. He places it under the direeSfion of the Grand Mas¬ 
ter Philip of Orleans, whereas it never filiated from any 
Lodge but tliat of-Edinburgh. He paints the venerable 
Cardinal of Malines in the falfeft colors, as will'evidently 
appear to every perfon who is'acquainted with his high’ 
reputation for virtue and wifdom. On the whole I do 
not think that this fuppofed Le Sueur can be quoted as 
an authority in any thing, except in what he fays on^the 
reception of the PhUalete llluininees \ and even there he 
is mofl: abominable in his perfonalities, and pretends to 
have been an aiicor in the fccne when he is but the plagi¬ 
ary copyifi: of Mi rabeau. 

I have belides acquired a certainty that Weifliaupt’s 
cmiharies could not have applied to men more inimical 
to his ryfiems, wjjether Maibnic or Anarchical, than the 
members of the Social ContraSf^ as by their orders the 
famous work written by Bonneville, Bode’s great friend, 
was burnt in open Lodge. In fhort, I have in my pos- 
femon the original Utter (or, in' Mafonic language, the 
flafiche trade) written by a man with whom 1 was ac¬ 
quainted, and on the formal deliberation of the Social 
Contrad tranfmitted to feveral other lodges, to engage 
■them to join in a federation for the fupport of Louis XVf. 
againfi the Jacobins. It is true, that the royalifi: brethren 
of this Lodge were the complete dupes of this projected 
federation, for they invited the Lodges to form an union 
for the maintaining of the King according to the confti-^ 
tutibii of 1789. Louis XVL who really wifhed to keep 
the oath that had been forced from him to be true to the 
conititution, was very well pleafed with the lifi of the fe¬ 
derated Mafons; but Mr. de La Porte, then minifter, 
was or a difierent opinion. When he law the circular 
letter^ and^the number of perfons who had fubferibed it, 
he faid, It is impoliible that thefe perfons can be other 
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^ than conftitutionalifts, or that they can ever become 
rtaunch royalifts.**—Let us begin (rejoined the agents 
of the Social Contract) by rnaintaing the king in his 
prefent ftate, and we will afterwards find means of re- 
eltablifliing the true Monarchy/’ This anfwer may ferve 
as a vindication for the members of the Social Contra^\ 
but their good intentions did not make their delufion the 
lefs complete. In the firft place, they might have feen, 
but they did notkt^ that the greater number of thofe who 
had figned the letter were men who wiftied to continue - 
to enjoy their Ec^uality and Liberty under a King redu-. 
ced to the condition of a mere Doge to the fovereign and 
legiflative people ; and that La Fayette, Bailly, and ma¬ 
ny other revolutionifts, would have figned this letter, 
without ceafing on that account to be jacobins and re¬ 
bels. Neither did they refledh, that many of thofe confti*-. 
tutional brethren would have turned againft the Social 
Contrast^ as foori as they perceived the plan for reinfia- 
•ting the Monarch in his ancient rights; nor that it was 
far more eafy to entice thefe conftitutionalifts into the 
moft outrageous democracy of the great club, than to 
bring them back to the principles of real monarchy. In 
ihort they had, overlooked the vaft number of adepts of 
democracy who would infallibly denounce them as trai¬ 
tors to Equality and Liberty, which afterwards proved to 
be the cafe. It was to.very little purpofe that the abet¬ 
tors of this federation terminated their letter with the fol-^ 
lowing words:—This table is only for your chapter. 

Make difereet ufeof it. We have tzoo facred interejis 
^‘•to manage, that of the French Monarchy and its King, 
and that of Mafonry and its Members.” The interciTs 
of Mafonry carried the day; for, at the very* time that 
the demi-adepts were fubferibing the letter, the more pro¬ 
found adepts were from every quarter denouncing the 
federation to the great club, .:^nd.the Social CentraeJ 
jtfelf proferibed. 

Certain of this fact, and obferving that the brethren o f 
the Social Contrail pofitively declare, in the table iracce 
(which I have before me) that all political and delibera¬ 
ting clubs jloould he fupprejjedy being allb allured, by fc- 
veral Mafons, that it was from the Coiiiniittee of the 'A- 
mis Reunis that the invitations were fent to go and deli¬ 
berate with the Gemiin deputies, I find inyfelf obliged to 
differ with thofe .writers.ivho declare the Emifl'aries of II- ^ 
luminiCn to have alighted at the. Social ContradI, an* 
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who attribute to that Lodge the political committees efla- 
blifhed on their arrival. It may very pofllbly have hap¬ 
pened, that fome one of thefe committees may have taken 
its ftation in the fame ftreet; but certain it is, that fuch 
committee was not compofed of members from the So-- 
t'tal ContraSi* So likewife is it a mere fable that haS 
been fpread, with regard to the infcription fuppofcd to 
have been written by Philip of Orleans on the door of this 
Lodge, Hither each brings his ray of light. Let it then 
be remembered^ that it was to the Committee of the Jinis 
re unis that Mirabeau had diredled the illuminizing bre¬ 
thren from Germany.—Savalette and Bonneville had 
made this committee the central point of revolution and 
of the myfteries. There met in council, on the days ap¬ 
pointed, not only the Parifian adepts, but thofe of all the 
provinces who were judged worthy of being admitted to 
the profound myfteries of the Secf. There were to be 
feen theElecSl: of the Philaletes, the profound Roficrucians 
and Knights Kadofch, the Eic 61 : of the Kue Sourdiere^ of 
the Nine Sijiers,^ of the Lodge of Candour and of the moft 
fecret committees of the Grand Orient, This was the 
landing place of the travelling brethren from Lyons, A- 
vignon and Bourdeaux. The emiflaries from Germany 
could not find a central point better adapted to their new 
myfteries than this committee i and there it was that 
they unfolded all the importance of their miflion, Wei- 
fhaupt’s code was ordered to lie on the table, and commis* 
fioners were named to examine it and make their report. 

But here the gates of this fecret fenate are ftiut againft 
us, I do not pretend to penetrate the dark recefs, and de- 
fcribe the deliberations that took place on this occafion- 
Adany brethren have informed me, that they remember 
the deputation, but they fcarcely recolledl: Amelius-^o^t 
and Bayard-"&\x(Qht under any other denomination than 
that of the Ge 7 'man brethren. They have feen thefe de¬ 
puties received in different Lodges with all the etiquette 
due to vilitors of high importance i but it was not on fuch 
occafions that a coalition was debated on, between the 
ancient inyfferies of Mafonry and thofe of the modern 
Spartacus, All that my memorials fay on the fubject is, 
^ ' that negociations took place; that the deputies reported 

• to their Areopage; that the negociations lafted longer than 
; was expected ; and that it was at length decided, that the 
new myfteries ftioulft be introduced into the French Lodg¬ 
es, but under a Mafonic form; and that they fliould all be 
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Aluminized without even knowing the name of the Sefl: 
whofe inyfteries they were adopting. Only fuch parts of 
Weilhaupt’s code were to be fele^ted as the circumlfances 
would require to haften the revolution. Had not the fa£ts 
that immediately followed this negotiation tranfpired to 
point out its effeiSs, we fhould ftill have been in the dark as 
to its great fuccefs; the news of which Amelius and Bayard 
carried back to their illuminized brethren in Germany. 
But, happily for hiftory, facSts have fpoken; and it will be 
eafy to fee hbw far this famous cmbaffy influenced the 
French Revolution. 

At the time of their arrival, Paris fwarmed with impos¬ 
tors, all raifing fpirits or conjuring up the dead, in order 
to pick the pockets of the living; or magnetizing and 
throwing Into a crljis certain knotving dupeSy or'knaves, 
who well knew the parts they had to zdi. Others again 
would work cures on healthy dupes^ to fwindle away the 
money of thofe who were really ill. In a word, Mefmer 
prefided there in all his glory. I make this'obfervation, 
becaufe the illuminizing deputies pretended that they had 
been attracted from Germany by the fame of Mefmer^s 
fcience, which had fpread throughout their country; it 
alfo ferves to fhew, that their arrival could not have been 
later than the year 1787, as in the very next year 
riffn and its tubs were entirely abandoned, or confined,to 
a few adepts, the obje£I of public ridicule, who reforted 
to the hotel of the Dutchefs of Bourbon. Such a pretext, 
therefore at that period would have been as much ridicu¬ 
led as were MefmeAs dupes. The Notables^ the Parlia¬ 
ment, Brienne, and Necker, at that time furnifhed the 
Parilians with more important matter for confidcration. 
Befide, my inftruftions, as well as many perfons the beft 
informed on the fubjedl, even Mafons at whofe Lodges 
thefe Gernaan brethren attended as vifitors,ftate their ar¬ 
rival to have taken place about the time of the convoca¬ 
tion of the firft aflembly of the Notables^ which opened on 
the 22d February 1787. And, in fadl, it is from that very 
year that we may obferve the codeof Weifliaupt influen¬ 
cing French Mafonry. 

In that year we fee all the myfteries of the Amh reuniSy 
and of the other Lodges that iiad adopted the pretended 
myfticity of the Martinifts, difappear. The very name 
of Philalete Teemed to have been forgotten. New ex¬ 
planations are given to the Mafonic I'ecrets; a new de- 
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grce is introduced into the Lodges; and the brethren of 
i^aris haften to tranfinit it to thofe in the provinces. The 
adepts flock to the new myfteries. I have now before me 
a memorial written by an adept, who about the end of 
the year 1787 received the code at his Lodge, though he 
lived at eighty leagues diftance from Paris. According 
to the agreement made with the Deputies, all the forms 
of Mafonry were preferved in this new degree; the rib^ 
bon was yellow^ the badge was a Jlar^ and its fejlivals 
vjere kepi at the Equinox ; but the ground-work of its 
myfteries was a difeourfe entirely copied from that pro¬ 
nounced by the iliuminizing Hierophant in the degree of 
Epopt. 'I he dawn of a great day begins to break upon us^ 
when the fecrets of Alqfonry hitherto unknown^ Jhall be¬ 
come the property of all free men* In fliort, it contained 
all the principles of Equality and Libertyand of natural 
religion.^ detailed in the degree of Epopt; and even the 
enthufiafm of ftyle was preferved. The difeourfes pro¬ 
nounced by the Knights of the Sun^ or Knights Kadofeh^ 
on fimilar occafious were not to be compared to this.— 
'i'he very Mafon who has given me this information, 
though he had been admitted to all the other degrees, was 
fo dilgufted with this, that he refufed it; but the greater 
part of the brethren of his Lodge were fo much eletirified 
by ir, that they became the inojt zealous flick lers for the 
revolution. Some have eyen held confpicuous places in 
it, and one aEluaUy became minijler. In this new degree, 
the reader muft remark the very name of Illuminee was 
not mentioned; it was merely a farther explanation of 
the origin and fecrets of Mafonry. The French Mafons 
were now ripe for fuch an explanation 5 they were in a 
ftate fimilar to that deferibed by Knigge when fpeaking 
of the Brethren veho inhabited the protelirant parts of Ger¬ 
many; they needed no long trials; they were iliuminized 
with the fame facility; the namefignified little; they 
.received the degree, and ran wild with the fame enthufi- 
afm. . * , 

It \vas difficult, however, as yet, to judge by the difpo- 
fitlons of the different Lodges what turn the revolution 
would take. The Malons in general u ilhed for a change 
in the confliiution; but the chcftii of the ElecI alone 
\vcre initialed in all the diforganizing plans-of their 
c|iialiiv ynd Liberty. Idieir mylfcries, it is true, were 
ill the higher degrees; but’itmull: be aifo r&- 
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memberecl, that terror had there much more influence 
than convidlion. I Vvas acquainted with M^fons who 
had fv/om haired to on thtir reception * to' the de¬ 

gree of Kadofch j—neverthelefs I have feep them regard- 
lefs of that oath become the {launch friend^ of Monarchy, 
That fpirit, inherent to the French nation, got the bet¬ 
ter of thejvlafonic’views Fthat was theTpifit which wa^s 
to be eradicated from the minds of the brethren ; and aH 
the fophiftry and delufions of the ilKiminizing Hierophants 
were to be praclifed for that purpofe. It was in his de¬ 
gree of Epopt that'the‘modern Spdrt'acus h2L<^ condenfed 
ail his noifons by which he was to infufe iiito his adepts 
that frantic rage againft kings, which he had himfelf im¬ 
bibed. Such alfo was the intention arid, efFedl of the de¬ 
gree of the Mafonic Epcpt\ ■ * • ' ' ^ * ' ■ ' ^ 

jdut Illuminifm was not to be appealed by feeing^ the 
adepts of, the ancient'Lodges facrincing at its (lirine.—- 
The Hierophant tells his" ciifciples, that they are to acquire 
Jircngtb by gaining over the multitude. , This is allb tHe 
period (at the intrpdublion of the new degree, and i*he 
return of the deputies to Germany)' whem .the Lodges 
are multiplied beyond any former precedent,'both'in 
Paris and the^pfovinces, and when the fyffem for tKe* re¬ 
ception oLMafons is changed. However low Mafonry 
may have {looped in queft of candidates; it had not'as yet 
been feen recruiting in the fuburbs among the lowell rab¬ 
ble; ail at once we fee the fuburbs of St.’ Antoine and 
St. Marceau filled with Lodges'compofed of porters and 
laborers, now decorated with the levelling badges of Ma- 
fonry. In the country towns'and villages, Lodges"^ are 
opened for afifembling the workmen and peafantry, in 
hopes of heating their imaginations witli'the fophiflicated 
ideas of Equality and Liberty and the Rights of Man.— 
Ac that fame period does' Phflip of Oileans introduce to 
the Mafonic myfleries thofe French Girards, whom he 
deftined to the fubfequent attack of the Baftille and' the 
ftorming of the palace of his.royal ma{ler and kinlman. 
Let the ofiicers of thofe legions’be queftioned why they , 
abandoned the Lodges; and they will tell youj it was be- 
caufe they did not choofe to be confounded witli their com¬ 
mon foldiers in this Mafonic Equality.^ , .- 

At that fame period is Paris over-run with an immenfe 
numoer of clubs and literary focieties, on the plan of the 
Germanic union, and fiicb as it had already cfhtblifiied on 


ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY; 


the banks of the Rhine. They are no longer Lodges, 
butClu bs, regulating cominittees^diW^political committees. 
All thelb clubs deliberate. Their refolutions, as well as 
thofe of the committee of the Amu des Noirs^ are all trans¬ 
mitted to the committee of correfpondence of the Grand 
Orient^ and thence are forwarded to the Venerables in 
the provinces. This is no more than that concatenation 
of revolt, invented by Welfliaupt to revolutionize nations 
from the north to the fouth, and from the eaft to the weft, 
at one and the fame hour. The chief committee ofthefe 
regulating committees is no other than the French Arco- 
page. In place of Spartacus-W -P/>i/^“Knigge, 
JAarius-H^rte,]^ &c, v/e find, wielding the firebrands of 
revolution in the capital of France, a Philip of Orlcansy 
a Mirabeauy a SyeyeSy a SavaUtte de LangCy?, Condorcety 

&CC. 

Scarcely is the conftruflion of this chain of reb^lion 
made known to them, before they fet about forming it 
throughout the ftate. Inftru6lions are fent to the very 
extremities of the kingdom; ail the Venerables are or-' 
dered to acknowledge the reception of theniy and to fubjoin 
to their anfjoer the oath of faithfully and pundiually exe^- 
cuting all commands they ?nay receive through the fame 
channel. Thofe who might hefitate at fuch an oath are 
menaced with all the poignards and aqua tophana that 
await traitors to the Se6I,^ 

Thofe Mafters of Lodges who through fear or difguft 
were unwilling to engage in fo awful an undertaking, had 
no other refource left but to abandon the Lodge and the 
mallet, under whatever pretence their fears could fuggeft. 
They were replaced by more zealous brethren,! and the 
orders continued to be tranfmitted until the meeting of 
the States-General. The day of general infurredtion is 
fixed for the 14th of July 1789. At the fame hour, and 
in all parts of France, the cries of Equality and Liberty 
refound from the Lodges. Paris brifiles up in a phalanx 
of pikes, hatchets, and bayonets; couriers are fent into 
the provinces, and they return with the news of a fimilar 

* See Vol. JI. of thefe Memoirs, Chap. XIII. 

^ Thefe letters and menaces were trafifmiited during the fit¬ 
ting of the States of Brittany, that is to fay, about June or July, 
1788; at leaft it was at that time that a member of thofe States, 
a Mafon and a Knight Kadofcli, received his,—The new de¬ 
gree had beep received at his Lodge about fix months before. 
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Infurreftion 5 towns, villages, nay, the very fields and cots, 
refound with the cries of Equality and Liberty, and are 
thus in unifon with the brethren of the capital. On this 
fatal day the Lodges are dijfolved. The grand adepts are 
now feated in the town-houfes in revolutionary commit¬ 
tees. As they predominated in the Electoral Afleniblies, 
fo are they now predominant in the aflembly ityling itfelf 
National. Their cut-throat bands have been trying their 
ftrength,and the barriers of Paris are beaten to the ground; 
the country-houfes of the nobility are in flames; the lan¬ 
tern ports are put in requifition; and heads are carried in 
favage triumph through the ftreets of Paris. The Mon¬ 
arch is attacked in his palace, and his faithful guards 
butchered ; prodigies of valor alone could fave the life of 
his royal confort; and the King himfelf is dragged a pri- 
foncr to his capital. Good God! whither ami proceed- 
ing ?—all Europe is acquainted with the dreadful tale.— 

Let us return then to the hand that organizes this horrid 
concatenation of villany. 

The Lodges had thus been transformed into a vaftcor- 
refponding fociety; and, through the means of that cor-r 
refpondence, France had in a Tingle day been overwhelm¬ 
ed by a million of demoniacs, who with horrid yell pro¬ 
claimed their Equality and Liberty, while they were com¬ 
mitting the moft abominable outrages. And who were 
the men that prefided oyer thefe primitive difarters ?—» 

Hiftory immediately points to a new den of confpirator.s, 
holding their meetings at Verfailles, under the title of the 
Breton Club. And who are the members of it? Miia- 
beau, Syeyes, Barnave, Chapellier, the Marquis de 1 ^ 

Cofte, Glezen, Bouche, Petion; in fhort, an aggregate 
of the mort profound adepts, both of the capital and of the 
provinces, who fupply the place of the central commit¬ 
tee, and by means of the eftablifhed corrcfpondence fix 
the time and manner of the infurreftion. They are, how¬ 
ever, but at the commencement of that long career of 
crime and iniquity which they are to run; they murt 
concert new means, and gain over hands and numbers to 
accompllfh the views which they were proLcuting. The Origin of 
better to dire<£l this horrid qourfe, they impatiently wait fhe appeU 
the day when they may fally forth from their dark recefs- 
es j and it is to the temple of the living God,to the church 
of religious men called Jacobins, that Mirabeau convokes 
the Parifian adepts; it is there that he ertabliflies hirnfelf 
Gg 
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with the very men vvbo’compofes the Breton Club. The 
w hole confpiring erew flock around him. From that in-’ 
llant this temple is converted into a den of confpiratorsy 
and is only known by the name of Ciuby the name of thcfe 
aniient religious who heretofore made it refound with the 
praifes of the living God^ is given to this horde of blas¬ 
phemers, the re-union of every clafs of confpirators,—^ 
Soon does all Europe defignate by the name of Jacobin 
the authors and abettors of the French Revolution. The 
curfe once pronounced on this name^ it is but juft arid 
proper that the appellation of Jacobin alone fhould car¬ 
ry with it the idea of a general coalition of the Sophis-: 
ters of Impiety confpiring againft their God and Chris-^ 
tianity; of the Sophijlers oj Rebellion confpiring againft 
their God and their Kingy and of the Sophi/lers of Impi^ 
eiy and Anarchy confpiring againft their God, their Kingy 
and all civil fociety whatever.-. 

Let us now enter this den of rebellion, which may be 
looked upon as the prototype of thofe numerous aflocia-^ 
tions which are foon fpread under the fame name thro’out 
the provinces. It is thither, it is to that monftrous union 
of every fpeciesr^f confpirmg Sedf, that the talk which I 
undertook at the outfet of thefe Memoirs leads both me 
The T;?co readers, to follow thofe different confpiring Sefts 

bins and origin to their terrible coalition in this den of 

Adepts i- corifpirators under the of Jacobins^ Darknefsmay 
denrically have hitherto encompaffed djie proceedings of thofe differ- 
the fame; Q,>t: Sedts> and fame readers may have been blind to con- 
jnperions; and. difbelieved the evidence I have.adduced to 

• prove that the commencement of this fatal union is to be 
dated from the intrufion of the Sophifters into the Ma- 
fonic Lodges, and the confummation of it from the coali¬ 
tion of the latter with the deputies of Illuminifm.' But 
broad day-light will now betray their aeftions j behold the 
Sophifters, the Rebels,- the Adepts of every clafs aflem- 
bled, all bound by the fame oath, whether Roficruciansj 
Knights Kadofehjor difciplesofVoltaireand Jean Jaques, 
w hether Knights I'emplar, Epopts of Illuminifm, or dis¬ 
ciples of Swedenborg and St. Martin j here, I fay, all are 
holding council and concerting ruin, devaftation, and all 
that meafurelefs chain of revolutionary crimes. 

That impious man, who had firft (worn to crufh God 
and his Gofpel, was no more; but his difoiples were ftill 
ill life and vigor. We have feen them fpringing up 
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frcrti th^r academic meetings, retailing their blafphemies 
in thofe petty aflemblies pretending to the bel efprit^ un¬ 
der the aufpices of the female adepts,"fuch as the Dutch- 
efs D^Anville, the Marquife du Peffant,or the Geofrinsf 
Efpinaces, Neckers, and Staels. They then*framed their 
confpiracies at the Hotel D’Holbach, To fupport the 
yiufions of their Sophiftry by the ftrength of Legions, 
they obtrude themfelves on the Mafonic Lodges; but 
now they have abandoned their pettifogging female adepts, 
their academies, nay, the Hotel D’Holbach and the Lodges 
therhfelves. are defertedj the great revolutionary gulph 
has fwallowed them all. Behold them muffled up in the 
red cap; the cloak of Philofophy has been call afide; be¬ 
hold them all, Condorcet, BrilTot, Bailly, Garat, Ceruty, 
Mercier, Rabaud,Cara, Gorfas, Dupui, Dupont, La- 
Jande, Atheifts, Deifts, Encycjopedifts, CEconomifts, in 
fhort, felf-created Philofophers of every fpecies and every 
kindj^ Here they appear foremoft in the ranks of rebel:-, 
lion^ as they formerly did in thofe of impiety, Beliold 
them intermixed with the dregs of the Brigands and of 
the Lodges, as well as with the leaders of the bands and 
the heroes of the myfteries; with the banditti of Philip of 
Orleans, as well as with his worthy advocate Ckabroud^ 
or'his rival If a Fayette, Behold them in -council witli 
the traitors of ariftocracy, as well as with the apoftates of 
the clergy; with the Duke of Chartres, the Marquis de 
Montefquieu, and de la Salle, the Counts Pardieu,de La- 
touche, Charles and Theodore Lameth, Victor Broglio, 
Alexander Beauharnois, St. Fargeau, as well as with 
Sycyes, Perigord D^Autun, Noel, Chabot, Dorn Gerles, 
Fauchet, and all i\\^ intruding tribe. 

' It is not by accident that we fee thefe ancient confpira- 
tors^ whether literary or mafonic, coalefcing with the coa- 
fpiring brethren of the Provinces, fuch as Barrerc, Men- 
douze, Bonnecarrere, and Collot d’Herbois; it is not by 
chance that the Jacobin clubs both in Paris and the Pro¬ 
vinces become the general receptacle for Roficrucians, 
Knights Templars, Knights of the Sun, and Knights Ka- 
dofehj or of thofe in particular who, under the name of 
PhilaUteSy were eutbufiaflical-Iy wedded to the mvTteries 
of Swedenborg,whether at Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Bour- 
deaux, or Grenoble. The club having once founded fhe 
trump of rebellion, where elfe fhould v/e go to fearch for 
thofe zealous Martinifts, Savalette de Lange, Adilanois, 


236 


ANTISOCIAL CONSriRAGY; 


WillermoL, and men of their ftamp ? They had impro^ 
ved on the fyftems of their forerunners the Roficrucians i 
they will, now that they have entered the great club, out- 
(trip them with gigantic ftrides. They had coalefced 
with the illuminizing Spartacus; and in unifon with his 
adepts they are now become the moft ardent Jacobins.* 

But to whatever caufe people may choofe to afcribe 
this general reunion of fo many confpirators, and of their 
fyftems, the fadf certainly cannot be controverted. It had 
^ been firft fet on foot on the arrivaHof Bode; it was com¬ 
pleted at the Club of the Jacobins* The lift is public^ 

* See a Lift of the principal Jacobins in a work, entitled, 
“ Of the Caufifs and EffeBs of JacobhiifiTi'* 

It is an obfervation that did not efcape the notice of the Ger¬ 
man writers, and'which 1 repeatedly find in tfie memorials fent 
to me, that the greatell vifionaries of the Roficrucian Mafons 
and of the Philatetes are fince become the moft zealous apos¬ 
tles of Welfiuupc’s Illuminifnl, and of his Revolution.—The 
Germans particularly mark out one Hulnier^ a famous Martin- 
ift of Prullia, and a George Fojler^ who in his great zeal for 
the myfteries of Swedenborg would pafs fifteen days in fall¬ 
ing and prayer to obtain the vifion of a fpirit, or to difeover the 
Fhtlofopber*s Stone* Since that time, however, they have both 
turned out to be moft outrageous Jacobins.—In France many 
examples of this kind may be adduced: Prunelle de Lierre^ 
for inftance, a man heretofore of moft amiable charadler, and 
a very good naturalift. He firft became a reclufe Martinift, and 
foon after as outrageous a Jacobin as Fdjier*'^^^ for Pertjfe^ 
the bookfeller, he a<fted the fame part at Lyons for the corres¬ 
pondence of the Martinifts, as Savalette de Lang did at Parish 
but he did not take the fame precautions. One might fee him 
going to the Lodge followed by his port-folio, whichafervant 
could fcarcely carry, Weiihaupt’s code gained adminance to 
this port-folio; the revolution took place; and PerilTe, toge¬ 
ther with his co-adept Milanois, became as outrageous Jaco¬ 
bins as the reft.-i-What is there that cannot be faid of the Mar¬ 
tinifts of Avignon?— Was there ever fuch atrocious ferocity 
fijown as by the ringleaders of this Lodge?—All this tends to 
confirm the polition, that between the adepts of Swedenborg, 
and the adepts of Weifliaupt, there was but a flight (hade of 
I'eparation. Tlie fuppofed theofophy of the one differed but 
little from the atheifm of the other. Weifliaupt goes more di- 
re<ftly to the point; but the annihilation of all religion is the 
real object.of both their myfteries. It is even WQrthy of re¬ 
mark, that the modern Spartucus was on the eve of grounding 
all his myfteries on that very Theofophy where fire is the prin* 
ciple^ and on the theology of the Perflans, as did the Phila- 

letes and Martinifts.- (See Knights of the Phatnh^ Original 
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a^id it Contains the names of all the profound adepts who 
had hitherto been difperfed among the Lodges. But let 
the reader never forget that it is not a mere local union, 
or an identity of perfonsj it is an identity of principles, 
of method, of oaths,and of meansj it is the general con¬ 
cert of thefe cdnfpirators that proves the coalition. 

If we turn to the difcourfes delivered in the club (for In prlnci- 
the brethren now have their journals and their public ar- pics 5 
chives) we fliall find that Voltaire andRoulfeau are their 
oracles, juft as they were of the Sophifters when in their 
Literary Societies. In that club do they repeat all th?r 
blafphemous fophiftry againft Chriftianity which they had 
formerly uttered at the Hotel D’Holbach 5 the fame en- 
thufiaftic declamations in favor of Equality and Liberty^ 
the grand fecret of thofe Se£ls that had hidden themfelves Informs s 
in the occult Lodges. Thefe adepts found themfelves 
perfe<ft:ly at home within this new den of confpirators; 
the coftume and the fymbols had changed, it is true; but 
in fubftitutlng the red, or rather the bloody, cap of liber¬ 
ty for the apron and level, they only adopted a more ty¬ 
pical emblem of their antique myfteries. The Prefident is 
now the Venerable; the brethren aflc leave to fpeak, and he 
grants or refufes it with all the parade of Mafonry. When 
deliberating, the votes are taken juft as in the occult * 

Lodges. The laws of the Free-mafons for the admifiion 
or expulfion of brethren are the fame. As in the Grand 
Orient^ or at the Amis reunisy and in the Lodges in ge¬ 
neral, no candidate is received uniefs he be prefented by 
twa fponforsy who anfwer for his conduct and obedience; in oaths; 
juft fo is it in the club. Here the obedience fwopi is pre- 
cifely the fame as that fworn in the occult myfteries of 
Mafonry. To be received a Jacobin, as to become a 
Roficrucian or an llluminee, the candidate is obliged to 
fwear implicit obedience to the decifions of the brethren; 
and alfo to obferve and caufe to be obferved all decrees 
paffed by the National Aftembly in confequence of the de~ 
tifions cf the cluh^ He then binds himfelf to denounce 
to the club any man who (hall to his knowledge coun- 
tera<Sl: the decrees propofed by the club; and that he will 
make no exception in favor of his moji Intimate friends^ In govern^ 
oj his father y mothery or of any part of his family. In ment; 
Siort he will, in common with the difciples of llluminirm, 
fweaf to execute or caufe to be executed all orders ema¬ 
nating from the privy coancii cf the club, though they 
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Jhould be repugnant to his fentiments and conjcience 
for the Jacobin club, like the Grand Orient^ had its com-r 
mittees and privy counfellors. The brethren have not 
abandoned their Lodges, as renouncing all their means of 
hafbening, fomenting, and propagating revolutions. They 
have eftablifhed here, juft as at the Grand Orient^ com- 
mittees for the reports^ for the finances^ for the corres^ 
pondencs^ and, laftly, the grand committee of all, the fe^ 
cret committee-^ and nearly all the members of thefe dif^ 
ferent committees are the very perfons whom we have 
fcen flocking from the Lodges to the great club.f 
in pro- this club of Jacobins too is to be found, in common 

fcripiions; with the Occult Lodges oFilluminized Mafonry the laws 
of exclufion and profcription. They have the black lijr 
and the red lijf^ and this is a lift of blood. The name of 
a rejected brother is never infcribed on it without efFeft. 
Paris has more than once feen fuch lifts pofted up; it has 
ajfb feen thofe devoted victims periih^ or, at beft, fave 
themfelves by flight.^ 

Thus, in this den of confpirators do we find every 
thing in perfect unifon v/ith the Occult Lodges, to which 
it only fucceeds. Adepts, objedl, principles, all are the 
fame; v^^hether w»e turn our eyes toward the adepts of 
^ impiety, or rebellion, or of anarchy^ they are now but one. 
confpiring Sect, under the difaftrous name of Jacobin.—^ 
We have hitherto denominated fome by the name of So- 
phijiers^ others by that of Occult Mafons^ and, laftly, we 
have defcribed thofe men ftyled Illuminees, 7 'heir very 
names will now difappear; they will in future all be fully 
defcribed by the name oifacobin. 

It has been an arduous talk to colleS the proofs of this 
monftrous aflbciation. When we look b^ck to that day 
when Voltaire fwore tocrujh the fuppofed wretch in fup- 
portofhis Equality and Liberty; to that day'when Mon- 
tefquieu dogmatically afferted, that all nations fubjeft to 
a Monarch, and to laws that they had not made, were 
flaves; to that day, in {hort,-when RouflTeau points out as 
a public malefactor againft mankind the man who had 

* See Memoirs of the Club of the Jacobins. 

•f See the lift of the cominiuees in the Caufes and Effects of 
the Revolution, —Montjoie on the Confpiracy of Orleans-^ Book 
Xlil. 

J Ibid, and Brzffoi to his Confltucnts^ when expelled fronr 
the Jacobins. 
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firft enclofed a field and was prefumptuous enough to de¬ 
clare that it was his property, and thus became the fouri - 
der of civil fociety ; from thofe days, I fay, until the latal 
period when the difciples of Voltaire, Montefquieu, and 
Rouffeau, in the name of that fame Equality and Liberty, 
flock to the club of the Jacobins, there to repeat their fo- 
phifms againfl: Chrift and his religion, to profecute their 
mafonic plots againfl: kings, to propagate the biafphemies 
of the modern Spartacus againfl their God, their king, 
their country, and all focial order 5 what fyftems have 
ive not been obliged to inveflrlgate, what artifices to un¬ 
fold, and into what dark and loathfome recefles have we 
not been obliged to penetrate, in order to trace their pro- 
grefs! At length we have traced tliem to their general 
convention of iniquity and rebellion. Hiflory will have 
no further need of my refearches to demonflrate all the 
crimes and difaflers of the French revolution that have 
ilTiied from this haunt of confpirators. The hiftorian needs 
ordy turn to the public records, to their own journals, and 
he will fee what crimes of the French Revolution are to 
be attributed to them. I might, therefore, look upon my 
tafk as accomplifned. 

There is, however, a certain order to be obferved in 
the very growth and progrefs of thefe fcourges. In this 
aflbeiation appears a moiiflrous wifdom, that diredls the 
courfe of the crimes that are fuccefTively committed 
and even at appropriate moments. This wifdom has 
taught them how to make their lead criminal accomplices 
prepare the way for the bJackeft deeds; it has taught 
them how to difeard or deftroy thofe agents who, from 
difgufl: or any other caufe, ceafe to be their inftruments 
and only become obftacles. Thus, in the very club of 
the Jacobins, in the centre of iniquity, there exifts a pro- 
grefiion of wickednefs. Each Se6l has retained its ulti¬ 
mate obje£l, each Confpirator his paflions and his private 
views, jud as in the Occult Lodgesj yet they are all 
leagued in one common objecl, in one common meafure, 
to overthrow the exiding government, and ere<fl their E- 
quality and Liberty on the new order of things. But opi¬ 
nions will clalh as to the choice of this new order. All 
deted and hate the God of the Gofpel; but fome wilL 
have a God according to their Philofophifm, while the 
Philofophifin of others reje6t all ideas of a God. La Fay¬ 
ette will have a Doge for a king, fubjccl to the laws aijLd 
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will of a fovereign people. Philip of Orleans will have 
no king unlefs it be himfelf. Briffot will neither fubmit 
to Philip as king, nor affent to La Fayette’s Doge; he 
wifhes to exercife the magiftracy of his own democracy, 
Mirabeau will be content with any plan, provided he be 
the prime minifter. Dietrich, Condorcet, Baboeuf, and 
the higher adepts of Spartacusy will aflent to nothing but 
the inan-Hng of illuminifm, every where his own majier. 
Crimes then will be graduated by the myfteries. The 
grand adepts will be feen to make the mere novices adf. 
Private paffions will fometimes clog their progrefs; I fliall, 
therefore, attempt to point out in what order the French 
revolution has brought thefe myfteries into action, and ap¬ 
ply its fucceftive progrefs to the different Sefts that had 
(o profoundly meditated and conceived it. 
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application of the three Confpiracies to the French Re^ 
volution. 

W HILE I have been unfolding the objeft and means 

of fo many infidious plots, my reader has, no • 

doubt, made frequent applications to faifls that have ta- plots; 
ken place under his own eyes. He will have faid to him- 
felf, what can be this long chain of crime, deftrudtion, 
and horror, with which the French Revolution has afto- 
nifhed all Europe, but the confequence of the principles 
and plans of thefe confpiring Sedls! In darknefs they were 
conceived^ but in broad day are they executed. Such may 
be the fuccindt hiftory of the Revolution, now that thefe 
plots have been laid open. It is fo evidently demonftrat- 
ed, that It would be a ufelefs labor to defcend to details; 
we will alfo pafs over in our narrative thofe bloody fcenes 
which might rather ferve to tear open wounds fcarcely 
clofeJ, than convince my reader. I fliall, therefore, con- 
fider the French Revolution in its preliminary fteps, and 
in its fucceflive attempts againft Religion, againft Mo¬ 
narchy, and againft Society in general. But a curfory 
view of thefe attempts y/ill fuffice for the moft complete 
demonftration, 

Let us revert for a moment to that period when the 
confpirators of every clafs were ftill lurking in their hid- Uminaries 
ing-places. The difciples of Montefquieu and Jean Ja- of the Re- 
ques had, fo early as 1771, declared that men could on- volution: 
J.y regain their primitive rights of Equality and Liberty^ 
and the people their inprefcnptible right of legijlative 
vereignty by means of a general affembly of national de¬ 
puties. At that time alfo the fophifticated adepts had pro¬ 
nounced, that the grand obftacle to thefe pretended rights ^ 
was to be found in the diftin6Iions of the three eftates, 
the Clergy, the Nobility, and the third Eftate.* To ob- 
^in, therefore the convocation of the States General, and 
%o annihilate the diftin6lion of the three Eftates, muft ne- 
^ . H h 

* Sec Chap. IV. and VI. in Vol. II. of thefe Memoirs. ^ 
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celFarily have been and really were the firft fteps of the 
Revolution. 

The deficit that Necker had left in the public treafury, 
the depredations and diforders of an age deftitute of mo¬ 
rals (becaufc thefe Sophifters had transformed it into an 
age of impiety) had reduced a Alonarch who fhone forthr 
viiblemiflied in^ the midfl: of corruption, to fummon the 
Notables of his kingdorr/, that they might confult for the 
happinefs of his people, which feemed to be his only care. 
The tender wilh that he has fliown is immediately feiz- 
ed on by the confpirators, and ferves as a pretext for them 
to haften the convocation of that very afi'embly where all 
their horrid jdots are to be confummated. Whatever 
might have been the wifdom of the Notables^ their plans 
are rcje'dled beforehand. Philip of Orleans and his politi¬ 
cal committees are like wife eager for the convocation of 
the States General. Even the tribunes of the nation will 
rife in judgment ngaintl:, and difcufs the rights of their 
Sovereign. Foremoft among the confpirators, Philip of 
Orleans is alfo foremoft in adiion. For the firft time does 
he pretend to be zealous in the public caufe; and the firft 
act of his zeal is to enter a proteft- againft the difpofi- 
tions made by Lewis XVI. to provide for the wants of 
the ftate.-^ In thefe intrigues againft his Sovereign, he 
combined with the different magiftrates who were then 
noted for their factious behavior,fuch as Despremenil^ 
at that time infatuated with the vifions of the Adartinifts 
and revolutionary principles; Mon&aeert and Saba¬ 
tier dc Caekes, the moft ardent enemies of the Courts 
and Freteau, who, in the firft affembly, was to become 
the worthy afibclate of the Conftitutionalift Camus.— 
Philip fo completely mifleads this firft Parliament of the 
kingdom, that they at length give the example of law¬ 
ful and formal demand for the convocation of the States 
General. Lewis XVi. feeing the general ferment, hefi- 
tates; Philip inftigates the people; pays brigands; and 
mobs are affembled in Paris. The King at length thinks 
proper to grant the convocation of the States General.— 
That Sect which was headed by Orleans, now only wants 
a Aiinifter who fhall diredl the convocation according to 
the views of their confpiracy; and they turn their eyes 
on that very man who had hollowed out the abyfs, that 

See the Sceance Royale for the Land and Stamp-Tax. 


HISTORICAL PART. 


H3 


NeckeVy whofe perfidious policy had been the ruin of the 
national treafury. He was the man of the ambitious cour¬ 
tiers, who led him toward the throne that they themfelves 
might be drawn nearer to it; the man fupported by the 
Princes de Beauveau and de Poix,by the Marefchal Cas¬ 
tries, by the Due D’Ayen, by MefTrs, Befenval and Gui- 
bert; the man of the confpiring courtiers, fuch as La Fay- 
ette and the Lameths; the man of the Sophifters of Im¬ 
piety, whofe plots had been contrived in his own houfe 
and at the hotel D’Holbach; the man, in fhort, whofe 
bufl: was to be carried in bloody and revolutionary tri¬ 
umph by the fide of that of his worthy co-operator Philip 
of Orleans. 

Lewis XVI. might have known this perfidious minis¬ 
ter; the whole plan of the confpiracy contrived by Neck- 
er and his adepts of Philofophifm had been laid before the 
King; but, alas! he could not be made to believe that 
fuch wickednefs and hypocrify was to be found in man. 
The day came, however, when he forrowfully exclaimed, 
'did I not believe it? Eleven years ago ivas every 
thing foretold that now befalls me. It was to Necker that 
he alluded; for during his firft miniftry, was that man and 
the plots contrived in his houfe, and at the hotel D’Hol- 
bach, formally denounced in a memorial prefented to Mr. 
de Maurepas and to Lewis XVI. But fince that time, 
the Coiifpirators had founded all their trumpets to his 
fame, and celebrated the fuppofed virtues and talents of 
the Genevefe traitor. Overpowered by fuch intrigue, the 
King was mifled to think that this man would prove the 
Saviour of the ftate, and he entrufted him with the con¬ 
vocation of the States General. He was precifely the man 
to throw the whole of thefe ftates into the hands of the 
Confpirators.* He knew that their hopes were in the 

^ I was not fuiticiently acquainted with this man’s charac¬ 
ter, when I-placed him on the fame line with 'Turgot and Ma- 
lefiierbes.—Let this artful and ambiticus intriguer be judged 
by his own words ;—hundred thoufi7id cronvns for you if you 
•wdi make me Controller General.—/ am'rich^ hut cuimof hoajl 
of birth; money then mtijl fapply the defeat of ancejlry,—If one 
is pojfejfed of vioney^ it is not to be /pared nsshen it can ferve one^s. 
ambitmi.—You talk to me of the people: they may be iifcfid tf 
one, and I *will 7nake a tool of thetn ; they cannot hurt uS) and I 
fujill play upon them ,— As to religion. *wc muj} have cne for the 

fjeopie; but not their Chrijlianity; nyjill dejlroy that. . 

Let Meeker come to enquire on what occahons, or to whom he 
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multitude, and that the diftinftion of, and voting by esi 
tates, would prove an obftacic to their views againft the 
Sovereign. He farther faw, that the fpirit of (edition pre-i 
dominated in the third eftate, that they were becoming the 
revolutionary organs of the Confpirators; and, to enfure 
the majority of votes to them, he doubled the number of 
the deputies to be fent to the third eftate. Confident in their 
numbers^ they immediately declare themfelves, though a- 
lone, to conftitute the National JJfembly, In vain did the 
clergy and the nobility infift on that right (of far more con- 
feqaence to the ftate than to themfelves) of deliberating 
feparately, and thus counterpoifing the deliberations that 
might have been too haftily entered upon or guided by 
paffion, intereft, or the fadlious pretenfions of party men* 
In vain did the clergy and nobility facrifice all exclufive 
privileges or pecuniary advantages in taxation w hich they 
enjoyed, in hopes of preferving their rights in delibera¬ 
tion j foFthe privilege that Necker^ and the other Goa- 


held this rhonfitous language, and I will begin by naming th6 
perfon Nvho received the hundred ihoufand crowns for having 
procured him the poft of Controller General; I will in the next 
^ place tell him, that he held (uch language to the Lady who 
had the courage to upbraid him with it to his face, and in the 
midft of all his glory; to her whom he reproached with {bed¬ 
ding tears over her murdered brother, while fhe taxed him with 
his murder, becaufe he feared her brother would betray bis fe- 
cret; to that perfon who refufed to enroll herfelf in that co^ 
hort of flatterers that were to open the way for him, by thou«* 
fands of calumnious accufatiohs, invented by himfelf and by 
his emifl'aries, againft perfons holding ftations that he coveted 
for himfelf or his adheients, and which his partizans forward- 
fed to the unfortunate Lewis XVI; to that perfon thro’ whofe 
medium he wifhed to perfuade the King that M. de Sartiue had 
ftolen twei:ty-t\Vd millions out of fifty-three entrufted to h'ni, 
though the minifter needed only to be informed of rhe plot to 
(how the fallity of the imputation: in fine, to that perfon whom 
he courted as neceflary for his intrigues, who difeovered hlni 
to be a monfter, and who laid open all his plots and iniquities 
to M. de Maurepas and Lewis XVI. Let him learn, that if his 
fecret crimes are to.have a place in hiftory, the proofs of all 
ihefe are not yet ioft. 

In order to fecond tlte views of her worthy father In this 
warfaie on the diftin<ftion of eftaies, while he was intriguing 
at the palace, Madam de Stael was playing the fame part in 
Paris. She had eftabliflted at her houfe a fort of Oflice of In- 
fciiption. La Fayette and the Lameihs would bring the traitors 
to her table; and the names of thofe daftards, who would pro- 
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fplrators aimed at, was that power of countera 3 ;ing all re- 
folucions detrimental to religion or monarchy. It was in 
vain that Lewis XVI. with the tcndernefs rather of afa-» 
ther than of a king, made thofe facrifices ( which of theni- 
felves might be called a revolution, fo much did they cur¬ 
tail his royal prerogative) in his Declaration of the 23I 
of June. But this was not the fpecies of revolution foughc 
by the Confpirators. The fophifters had determined, tha^ 
to make their Equality and Liberty triumph, it was ne- 
Ceflary to deliberate by perfons and not by eJ}aUs\ that 
the Nobility and Clergy fliould be confounded among 
the multitude; and that the majority, when deliberating 
by eftates, ftiould prove a minority when united with the 
great numbers of the third eftate./ Lewis XVI. orders, 
that in virtue of the ancient conftitution of the kingdom, 
the ancient form of deliberating by eftates fliould be pre- 
ferved; but his orders are vain; the Confpirators proteft: 
againft them; their prefident, Bailly, calls them to a 
tennis-court, and there they fwear to impofe a conftitution 
on France congenial to their views. They immediately 
fet their brigands in motion; the venerable Archbiftiop 
of Paris is nearly ftoned to deaths the life of the Monarch 
is threatened; the fatal union of the three eftates at length 
takes place, which fubjecfts the two firft eftates to the w’ill 
of the multitude; for the Confpirators were certain of the 
fupport of all thofe apoftates and daftards, who, by their in¬ 
trigues, had been returned among the deputies of the Nobi¬ 
lity and Clergy,becaufeNecker had doubled the numberof* 
the deputies of the third eftate, to enfure the majority of the 
votes in favor of the decrees which the party were to pro- 
pofe. He had organized the States General according to 
the views and wiihcs of the fophifters; he may, it is true, 
whimper and weep over the difafters and crimes of the 
Revolution; but the hand of time fliall engrave on his 
tomb, that he was the grand agent of them alL 

Having no farther oppofition to fear, and certain of pas- 
fing whatever decrees they chofe, thefe Confpirators pro¬ 
ceed to declare themfelves a National Ajjemhly, I'hey 
arrogate to themfelves the right of making and of pro¬ 
nouncing the law. The fecrets of the Lodges confticute 
the bafts of the Revolution under the title of the Rights 

mife to abandon their Order and pafs over to ihe Third Eftate, 
were immediately infcribed on iier lift. 
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ef Man. The firfl: article declares ?nan ft? he equal and 
free\ that the principle of all Jovereigfity ejfentially re^ 
fides in the people\ and that law is nothing more than the 
exprejfmi of the general ivilL Such had been for nearly 
half a century the do£l:rines of Argenfon, Montefquieu, 
Roufleau, and Voltaire. Thefe principles of pride and 
revolt had long fince been the ground-work of the mys¬ 
teries of every clafs of Sophifter, Occult Mafon, or Illu- 
minee; and now they decorate the title-page of the re¬ 
volutionary code» 

This equal, free, fovereign, and legiflative people, may 
will that their religion fliould be preferved in all its in¬ 
tegrity; and that its monarch fhould be entrufted with 
the neceflary power to cnifli fedition and rebellion. Ve¬ 
neration for the altar and alFeiSion for their prince ftill 
glowed in the heart of the French. But the Confpirators 
Wanted an armed force, drawn from the body of that fame 
people, docile, and fubfervient to the views of the Se6f, 
and that would oppofe the will of the people whenever it 
did not coincide with theirs. This force was entirely to 
overpower the army of the fovereign. Every thing had 
been forefeen; for the Ibphifters had long fince faid,——- 
Oh that we could but once get rid of thefe foreign mi- 
litary hirelings! An army of natives might be gained 
to the fide of Liberty, at leafl: a part of them; but fo- 
reign troops are kept on foot for this very reafon.’’^-— 
Their army of natives is immediately formed, and it is a- 
gain from the dark receflbs of Mafonry that the fignal is 

^ See the letter attributed to Montefquieu.—In Vol. II. P. 
94, on the leftimony of the Abbe Pointe, I quoted a letter at¬ 
tributed to Montefquieu by an Englifh journalill, but could not 
name the paper. It has fince been dilcovered in the Courier^ 
or Evc-ning Gazette^ df AuguH 4, 1795. It is there faid that 
Montefquieu wrote it, a few years before his death, to a prefi- 
dent of one of ihe Parliaments of France. I could wifli to have 
feen the perfon named to whom it was written, or in whofe 
pcfTeflion it is at prefcni, for it is of a complexion to change 
our ideas very much as to the moderation of that writer. It 
would immediately clafs him among the confplring fophifters ; 
and, to pafs fuch a fentence on ihis author, ihecleareft proofs 
ifiould be required. Bur it appears, whoever was the author of 
that letter, tliat he was far advanced in the plots of the SedI, for 
he very accurately deferibes the eondu^l of the Jacobins with 
refpe( 5 I 10 the foieign troops in the French fervice: neither 
does lie appear to be ignorant of the plan for feparaiing Ireland 
fioin England. a 
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given. That fame Savalette de Lange who prefided over 
the fecret committee of the Amis reunis^ and over the cor- 
refpoaJence, appeared before the Manicipality of P^ris, 
and fpoke to the following efFedf: ‘‘ Gentlemen^ I am a 
Corporal Here are citizens to whom I have taught the 
ufe of arms, that they might defend the country, I did 
not create myielf a major or a general, %ve are all equals 
“ I am limply a Corporal; but I alfo gave the example; 
command that every citizen fhould follow it.—Let the 
nation take arms, and Liberty will be invincible.” Sa¬ 
valette, in pronouncing this difeourfe, prefented feven or 
eight brigands accoutred as foldiers. The fight of thefe 
few men,and the repeated cries of Let us fave the nation! 
excited enthuliafm:—An immenfe mob Un rounded the 
Town-hall, and Savalctte's motion was inftantaneoufly 
decreed. The very next day the Parifian army is fet on foot, 
and millions are formed into Native Battalions through¬ 
out the empire.^ They are the fworn agents of the Con- 
fpirators; and it is now time that the unfortunate Lewis 
XV"I. fhould feel their pov/er. lie had driven from his 
perfon the tieacherous Necker; but the Se6l ftill wanted 
his fervices, and it forces the Monarch to recal him,— 
The King helitates at fan<Sl:ioning the Rights of Man, 
and the force of the people is immediately put in aftion. 

In fupport of thefe rights all the Confpirators combine; 
and it is agreed, that immediately on his return, Necker 
ihall ftarve the people into rebellion; that the brethren 

* Many authors have fallen into an error with refpe^fl to the 
fill formation of the National Guards; and they ground their 
afleriions on a refolution of the Committee of £ledor5, fent 
from the tov/n-hall to all the Seftions of Paris, oiderlng th^ 
formation of this guard, and figned Fleffdlesy Tallin, De Leu- 
tre, Fauchet, the Marquis de la Salle; but it is a certain fact, 
and within the knowledge of every body, ill, That this Nai- 
tiottal Guard was formed only two days after the taking of the 
Bailille; and zdly, That Mr. FlefTelles was murdered on the 
day of the taking of the Baflilie. But a faft little known is* 
that the minutes of this refolution, as alfo the minutes of all 
tranfaOions that took place at the town-hall during the firil: 
year ot the revolution, were not compiled, till the fecond year, 
by a man of the name of Verrier^ and by the orders of La Fay¬ 
ette, who, notwithftanding many obfervations made on the 
fubjed, would not allow any change to be made in what had 
been inferred by his orders, and would have been paiticularly 
grieved t j lee the real origin of that National Guard made pub^ 
lie, in the command of which he fo much gloried. 
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(hall colleft all the harpies of the fuburbs to go and de¬ 
mand bread of Lewis XVI; that Bailly and his afle/Tors, 
feated at the Municipality, fhall order the legions of na-r 
fives to follow and fupport them; that La Fayette at the 
head of thefe legions Ihould march to Verfailles; that he 
fhould furround Lewis XVL with thefe bands under pre¬ 
tence of watching for his fafety, and then retire to Jleep^ 
Mirabeau, Petion, and Chapellier, Montefquieu,and Dii- 
port, Charles Lameth, and Laclos, Sillery, and D’Ai- 
guillon, will then inform the Aflembly that victims niujf 
he thrown to the people^* and they avail themfelves of the 
darknefs of the night to inflame the populace and excite 
the foldiery. Their hearts were already as hideous as the 
furies: They now aflume their cojiiirrie^ to lead their har¬ 
pies on to the commiflion of crime.t D’Qrleans will ply 
his monfters with the beverage of rage and frenzy, and 
will point out the Queen as the firft viftim to be immo¬ 
lated. Syeyes, Gregoire, and a multitude of other Con^ 
fpirators, ftand fpedlators of the conteft; but, Ihould the 
Monarch fall in the affray, they will tender the crown to 
Orleans, as they may be certain of parcelling out its pre¬ 
rogative according to their Equality and Liberty. Neck- 
er abfeonds, but his virtuous fpoufe^ decorated with her 
nofegays, and accompanied by her infeparable companion 
the Marefchale de Beauveau, will appear in the galleries 
of Verfailles, in the midft of the carnage, and virtuoufly 
exclaim, Let the good people there is no danger: and, 
in facl, Ihe had none to fear; fhe had already written to 
her brother Germanic Patience \ every thing will ga 

welh^ we can neither Jpeak nor writePX 

The night from the 5th to the 6ch of Oftober reveals 
the fecrets which this worthy confidant dared to write^— 
Hiftory needs not our labors to paint the horrors of that 
awful night; they are deferibed in the juridical depofi- 
tions taken by the magiftrates of the Chatelet. Orleans 
loft courage at the fight of a few faithful Life-guards, the 
only adherents of the King that La Fayette had permitted 
to remain near his perfon; and never was a more heroic 
phalanx formed than by thefe brave men round their roy- 

^ ■* See the Sitting of the 5th Odlober, 1789. ^ ' 

+ See the juridical depofiiions of witnefles, rj;, a»6, 
and 373. 

t See her letter of the 5th 0 <flober, 1789. ■ 
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mafier and his confort. Though their courage was ap¬ 
palled by the orders of their Sovereign, they were ftill pro¬ 
digal of their own blood; they refifted aforeftof pikes,^ 
and Oileans could not confummate his premeditated 
crime. Day-light arrives to expofe the horrors of this 
night; the brigands, his inftruments, are feen to blulh, 
and the National Guards at length reflect that they are 
Frenchmen. They ,emit no other wifh than to fee Lewis 
XVI. hving in the midft of them at Paris in the palace 
of his forefathers. The unfortunate Monarch knows not 
what men had profited of the natural-effufions of loyalty 
of his people to make thern emit this wifh. He thought 
that he was entrufting himfufto the affedfions of his peoT 
pie, when he was only obeying the dictates of the Con- 
fpiratorSk He knows not that it is the laft fhift of the 
Confpirators, that the crimes of this horrid night might 
not be entirely fruitlefs. The great difficulty they had 
found in making the Monarch fanefion the rights of inan^ 
made them perceive that they would frequently ftand in 
need of the fame brigands to force his acquiefcence tQ 

li 


^ The r)th of October, 1^89# was the lafl day of the French 
Monarchy.—Should it ever rife again, let a monument be e- 
reded in memory of thofe brave Knights who would have fa 
glorioufly contributed to fave it, had not their courage been 
chained down by the commands of their King. May their 
names be at leaft preferved bv the hillorian ! .1 could wiili to 
infert the names of the lixty heroes who fo \vell deferved ih? 
appellation of Life-guards on this awful occalion; bat i have 
only been able to obtain the following: 


OFFICERS. 

Duke de Guiche, Captain, 
Marquis de Savonnl^re, Chef 
de Brigade, 
Vicomte-D'AgouIt. 

Vicomte de Sefmaifons. 
Comte de Mauleon. 

Chev. Dampierre. 

-St. George. 

LIFEGUARDS. 
MefiVs. de Berard, Bro¬ 
thers, 

Chev. de Hullliers. 

Marquis de Varicourt, 

Chev. Defhutes, kVJsd, . 


-de Moimandre. 

Baron Duiepaire. 

-.Demiers. 

-Moucheron. 

Chev. de la Tranchad^ 

- - de Duret. 

!-de Valory. 

Comte de Mouthier. 

-Bernady. 

MefTrs. Horric, three Brothers, 
MefT. yi^\dL^xt\^three Brothers, 
Chev. Repaldy. 

-de-Lamotte. 

-de-Montaut. 

-de Puget., ., , . 
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thofe future decrees which were to be grounded on thenf* 
All the decrees that were in fuccefUon to annihilate reli4 
gion and monarchy were to be entoreed by an iiifurrec-k 
tion, and the pikes and lantern-pofts were to be in per¬ 
petual requifition, to conftrain the votes* to intimidate 
the Mop.arch* ajid difcard all reclamation. • In future a 
captive in Paiis, Lewis XVI. will be perpetually mena¬ 
ced by the brigands i/Tuing from the fuburbs or from the 
quarries, and paid by Necker or Orleans.- La Fayette 
will proclaim, that infurrefiiGn is a inofi facred duty^ and 
inliirrection uill become the {landing order of the day;—«. 
Mirabeau, Barnave, Chapellier, will point out the object' 
and fix the hour: Orders ^ili be Tent from their anti^^ 
chambers to the Jacobins and the fuburbs, and daily, at 
the hour fixed, will the King, the Clergy, the Nobility, 
arid ail who may oppole the decrees in debate, find them- 
iclves furrounded by a mob that will hoot or act exaftly 
according to the inll:ru6tions given by the confpirators.* 
I'hough they reaped no farther benefit from all the hor¬ 
rid derds of the fifth and fjxth of Odiober, yet the confpir- 
ators knew but coo well how to appreciate their fucceffes* 
Madame Necker writes again to her brother Germani: 
VVe are content, every thing went on well. The arillo- 
cracy would have had the uppermoff, and we were oblig- 
‘‘ ed to make ufe of the rabble.’T Here terminate what 
may be called the preliminaries of the revolution. Ncck- 
cr had moulded the National Afi'embly according to the 
views of the Seef, and had eflablifiied it in the town that 
W'as judged moil: proper for enabling him to work the 
premeditated revolution. We next proceed to the plan 
traced by the Sophiflcrs for crujhing the pretended ; 

and here begins the war waged agairift the God of Chris¬ 
tianity. 

* Some of the brigands who were in conftant pay for the 
purpoL of theie infun tdions were retiring home between ten 
aotl eleven at night, and 1 heard ihem take leave of each other 
in the following ternia: “ It has gone on pretty well to-day; 
“ good bye; we lhail exped you to-morrow.*—What, lo-mor- 
row? at what o'clock? —at the opening of the aflembly.—— 
“ Where do go for orders^ To Mirabeau ^s, Chapellier’s, or 

‘‘ BHrnave's,as ufuah*'—i own, that till I was prefeni at this 
dilcoiirie I never could believe that thole, legiflators had daily 
interviews with thefe brigands to fix the hour and otyed of 
fuch infuiredions. 

f Letter 8 th of Gdober#... 
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To deftroy religious orders; to deprive the mlnlfters Tn the cle- 
of the church of their fubfiftence uilder pretence of 
wants of the Jlatt\ Jilently to fap the edifice^ then to 
ploy fuperior force^ and at length to call in the Hermle-^ 
fes and the Beihrophons: Such (it has been fhown) werei fernbly. 
the means combined by the Sophifters to overturn.and 
annihilate the altars of Chriftianity. To fubftitute the 
worfhip of the great architeSf of the univerfe to that of 
Chrift; the Bght of the lodges to the dodlrines of the gos¬ 
pel; the god of their pretended reafon Xo the God of re¬ 
velation: Such were the moft moderate of the myfteries 
of the occult Lodges of Mafonry. To invent and fubfti¬ 
tute newTeligions in place of Chriftianity, and toimpofe' 
them on the people till every religious principle could be 
eradicated: In the name of Equality and Liberty to ren¬ 
der themfelves powerful and formidable 1 then to tie the 
handsy fubjugate^ and frnother in the germ^ every thing 
t 1 iat could counteradt the empire of impiety and atheifin : 

Such were the views and plots of the Epopt^ Regent^ and 
Magus of Illuminifm. This code and their oaths have 
been laid open to our readers; and of all thefe horrid 
plots what particle has the revolution left incomplete? 

Religious vows were immediately fufpended and fooa 
g^bolifhed; the clergy were pillaged of their property, and 
all the policffions of the church were converted into a fund 
for the fecurity of the aftignats; the ficred veflels vvere ' 
ftolen and prophaned; the churches were not only robbed 
of their gold and filver, but the very brafs and metal of 
the bells were carried away/^ All this however is but a " " » 

ftrft: effay of that vi^ar’which the revolution is to wage a- 
gainft the Church. Still had the,Church preferved its ' 
faith, its real treafure, pure and untarniihed; but it is at 
that very treafure that Mirabeau will aim his blows. He 
declared, that if the Catholic religion vvere not deftroyed 
in France, the revolution could never be confolidatcd.—- 
Immediately after this decifion a code is formed-for the 
clergy, of a long fuite of decrees, and it is ftilcd the civil 
confutation of the clergy. But it was merely aconftitu- 
tion of fehifm and apoftacy. This was no more than the 
firft religion, invented as the ftepping-ftone that ftiouU 
lead the people to a nullity of all religion. Grounded on 

* Decrees of Oftober 15, November 1, December 19, i 789; 
and February 13, 1790, 
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t)ris principles of Revolutionary Equality .and Liberty, it 
conftitutes the people fovereigns in the ianfluary,juft as 
thofe fame principles had conftituted them fovereigns a- 
round the throne; it endows the. people, with rights that 
the gofpel has referved to theminiftry ; it was no more 
than a repetition of thofe errors of Camus, of the apoftate 
ofYpres, and of .the.fchifm of Utrecht, long fin'ce ana- 
' thematized. Notwithftanding the difguife it hind afiumed, 

the clergy of France foon ciifcovered its real tendency, 
and at the peril of their lives they refufed, to take the oath 
of apoftacy. The faithful paftors were exp^led from thdr 
Les and churches, perlecut^d, calumniated, and reviled ia 
the groffefi: manner; for the legiflating committee had 
faid to the people. Dare every thing ag'oinjl the Clergy \ 
you Jhall he fupported. Soon is the national worftiip con-? 
verted into that of perjury and iiUrufion, for the true 
priefts of Chrift are driven from his altars; at Nifmes 
and Avignon they are flaughtered; and the man who had 
fvvorri to crujh Chrift and his altars, who had declared his 
gofpel to be a gofpel of flaves, together with him who had 
begun the revolution by declaring that France muft be 
dlJeathoUzed^ (decatbolijee) are carried in triumph to one 
of the moft magniftcent temples of the Lord, now con-* 
Verted into a den of thieves, into the pantheon of the gods 
oflbe revolution, in ftiort, into the burial place of a Vol¬ 
taire, a Jean Jaques, Roulfeau, or a Mirabeau.* Sucii 
were the labors of the lirfl revolutionary legrflators. 
by the fe- A new fet of legiilators fucceed to the iirft, and profe- 
cond as- cute fimilar plots againft the priefthood* New oaths arc 
fembly; decreed, which fliow in a ftill clearer light that apoftacy 
is their object. The coiiftancy of the clergy exalperates 
them. The apoftates leprefcnt their brethren as refraclo- 
ry to the laws, and decrees of baniftiment are paffed a- 
•gainft thofe who would not fwearro their abominations.-[• 
lJut tliefe decrees are only a lignai given for the brigands 
to execute that which thele confpiring legiflators dared 
not publicly ordain. Their municipalities had taken the 
precaution to ftow into dift'erent churches vaft numbers of 
thefe valiant confeiTors of their faith, thefe clergy who 

See the futings of April 10, Aiiguft 24, 1790; and Janu¬ 
ary 4, April 4, May 30, Auguft 27, 1791, 

t Decrees November 29, 1791; and April 6, May 26, Au- 
guft 26, 1792. 


c historical part. 


/ 

were to be baniftied. The brigands are then let loofe^ 
armed with pikes and hatchets, and the Herculefes and 
‘Bellerophons of the bloody September make their appear¬ 
ance; this is alfo 'the day on which thofe avengers of 
hiram came' forward, thofe men who in the occult Lodges 
had been taught to ftrike the viftims, to tear out the 
heart, and bear away in triumph the heads of thofe pro^ 
fcribed perfons ftyled propHane. When the hiftorian thail 
proceed to paint the horrors of thofe bloody, days, let him 
not forget the oaths of the Knights Kadofeh^ and at whom 
they wfcre aimed. Let him follow into the Lodges thofe 
brigands that Philip of Orleans had initiated, and his a- 
ftonilhment will be greatly abated at the fight of fo ma¬ 
ny pontiffs and priefts immolated on the fame day, to the 
hatred of the adepts, and to the manes of their premier 
chief.'^ 

Contrary to the expectations of the confpirators, the 
people of the provinces refufed to imitate the brigands of 
Pans; and thus did whole hecatombs of victims efcaps 
the fate to which they had been devoted. It was in vain 
that the municipality of Paris invited all France to feek 
its fafety in the death of fo many priefts alledged to be re* 
fraClory.f In vain did Lafitte^ and the other commiffarks 

* I am forry to fay it, but it is a faft that cannot be hidden ; 
honed mafons will Ihudder at it, but they muft be informed 
of what monftera have ifTued from their Lodges. During the 
whole of the riots, whether at the Town-hall or at the Car- 
mes, the real figns for rallying and fraternizing with the bri¬ 
gands were mafonic. During the time of the butchery the 
derers otFered the mafonic grip to the ftanders-by, and frater¬ 
nized with or drove them off according as they anfwercd or 
milapptehended it. 1 myfelF fawa man of the lowed rabble 
who explained to me how they had offered him their hands, 
and that not knov.'ing how to anfwerthe ^///) he was driven a- 
Way with contempt, while others who were not ftrangers to 
the fcience were admitted in the midftof the carnage, with a 
fmile. I am even acquainted with a clergyman, who, by means 
of the ligns of mafonry, efcaped from the biigands at the 
Town-hali. It is true, that had be not been difguifed. Ids 
fcience would have been hut of little avail; for no fooner were 
thofe fame brigands informed that he was an ecclefiadic, than 
they purfued him. Neither could the I'cience be of any fervlce 
to the ariftocratic brethren; and this preclufion will fufnee to 
demondrate to the ecclefiaftic and ariftocratic members, that 
they were but the mere dupes of the occult Lodges of the fra« 
ternity. 

^ The addrefs of the ^d September, 1791, 
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of the confpifing legiflators, range throughout the towns, 
and the country, declaring that the true fpirit of the de¬ 
crees meant the death and not the banifhment of thefe 
priefts; the people were not yet ripe for fuch atrocities. It 
was executioners that were wanting to the confpirators, 
and not the good will of the fecond aflembly; but it is al- 
fo true, that from that inftant they no longer had it in 
their power to confummate that vvhiph the fir ft aflembly 
had begun. The former legiflators had ruined and driven 
the clergy from the altar; the latter had made a hecatomb 
of them; and it was in vociferating curfes on thofe who 
fled to other nations, that they beheld them baffling their 
rage, and fubmltting to exile rather than deny the faith of 
their divine mafter. 

Hitherto,however, different pretences had concealed the 
real motives of their perfecutions againft the paftors of the 
church. The Roman Catholics, indeed, could no longer 
exercife their religion in Fiance; but the ccnjlitutional 
intruders^ and the difciplcs of Luther and Calvin, ftdl 
continued to pronounce the name of Chrift in their tem- 
ple'J; The third affembly now throws off the mafk. The 
Hierophants of Illuminifm had declared in their myfteries, 
that a day would come when reafori would be the foie cod^ 

man. The adept Hebkrt appears with this code, 
and France recogmfes no other worfhip but that of rea^ 
fon. It is at once the religion of the Sophifter, w’hofe rea* 
fon tells him that there is a God, as well as of him whofe 
reufon tells him that thefe is no God; it is the religion of 
the Sophifter adoring himfeif, his own reafon, or his fup^ 
pofed wifdom; as it is that of the vain mortal in delirium; 
neverthelefs, this is the only worfhip tolerated by the Ja¬ 
cobin equal and free. The wanton devotees of Venus 
appear; one is immediately fet up on the altar and ador¬ 
ed as the Goddefs of Reafon; and the fumes of incenfe 
no longer rife but in her worfflip. The infatiable Guil¬ 
lotine will now devour whatever part of the clergy had 
hitherto efcaped; The time is now come for Jlljiing in 
the. germ every thing that can recal to mind the gofpel, 
the God of Ciiriftians, his feafts, or thofe of his faints.-.- 
'They are now piofcribcd, and are no longer to be feen 
on the cakndars publiftied for the people; thus aflimilat- 
ing them to ihole that had long imee been in ufe with the 
Sect, 'Fhe very order of the weeks, the months, the year, 
is overturned. Tlte great day of.Lhe Lord, the Sunday, 


' HISTORICAL part. 


^55 


\ 


is aboliflieJ, for it recalled to the minds of the people thd 
exlftence of a God and of a Creator; but leaft the pco-. 
pie (hould ftill fear the power of^an'avenging God after 
death, they will read engraved on\he tombs of their fore¬ 
fathers, and on thofeeven into which they are to defeehd 
themfelves, that death is only an eternalJleep ; and this 
was one of the grand mylfetieS. 'I'he few prielts who re¬ 
mained, and who ftill adored an avenging God and a 
Creator, were either to abjure the very charaster of the 
ancient priefthood, or perifli, ftowed up in loathfome dun¬ 
geons, beneath the fatal axe of the guillotine, or immer- 
fed in the waters of the Loire, or of the ocean. Such was 
the reign of the confplrators Hebert and Robefpierre. > 
I'he tyrants quarrel among themfelves and devour each 
other; and even the revolution may be faid to have its re¬ 
volutions, Impiety, for a time, afTumes a different fhape, 
but does not relent in its pcrfecutioil againft the gofpel 
and the priefthood. One might have been tempted to 
think that it was returning on its own footfteps, for the 
people Would ftill adore a God, notwithftandipg this new 
reign of Keafqn ;, and Robefpierre allows them, for a time, 
a fuprerne being. Next comes Reveillere-Lepaux 
with his Theopbilanthropic 'rbis was the fourth 
religion invented by the Sedf. It is another tyrant of Is¬ 
rael eredling a golden calf, to hinder the people from a- 
doring the true God, Jt is the Magi of Illuminifm in¬ 
venting religion after religion, and god after god, in hopes 
ofdifgufting the people with every idea of a god. They, 
indeed, allow this unfortunate people to pronounce his 
name again; but let us proceed to this Theopbilayiihropic 
meeting. There every perfori who ftill believes in God 
is treated as a man imbued v/ith vulgar prejudices, as a 
fool or a madman. There they make no farther myftery 
of their defigns, that if ever they can infufe their philofo- 
phic fpirit into the people, all this new worfliip /hall be 
Danifhed as was the former.^ It is always the worfhip of 
cunning'* and impious rage againft the priefthood of the 
Lord. The Sedl appears for a time to haVe caft afide the 
inftruments of death; but it is only to condemn its vic¬ 
tims to a more flow and cruel end. It never ceafes to pro- 

* This is the exa< 5 i ftatement of an account that I received 
from a gentleman who procured iniiiation into.the myftedes 
oi Y^v^^^niTbeophilanthtopifii ’ u. ^ 
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claim its oaths of Equality and Liberty;! thofe two hles^ 
fmgs of the revolution^ however, can only be acquired for* 
the prieftheod by perjury and apoftacy. But wo be to thofe 
v/ho rcfufc it; in vain does the citizen offer them an afy- 
lurn in h\s houfe, domiciliary vifits will foon difcovei them< 
*—Do they retire into the forefts, into caverns, they are 
bunted down and baniftied to the wildernefles of Guya¬ 
na; and pilots more to be feared than the tempeft are fent 
to convey them. 

Thus do all the different plots of the Sophifters of Im-* 
piety, which had been fo long a time contriving in dark- 
iiefs, burft forth into broad, day-light, the objed: of their 
myffcries is accompliflied; that wifb, that oath ot crujh^ 
tag Chrijl and his religion, with its miniffers, is confum- 
mated. But the reader has not forgotten, that the Sophis- 
ilers of Rebellion coalefced with thofe of Impiety. The 
adepts had alfo fworn to crufh the monarch and his throne; 
here again my reader muff have got the ftart of me, and 
will, immediately fay, “ but the revolution has alfo con- 
fummated their plots againft the throne, as it has thofe 
againft Chrift and his altars.’’ 

In the de- Here again muff: the hiftorian wade through feenes of 
crees a- blood and horror, and his fight will be blafted by the moft 
gainft mo- atrocious crimes^ If he has the ftrengch and patience he 
narchy; enumerate them; but, at the fame time, let him ne¬ 

ver lofe fight of the Sedl that has fofterecj them. Let him 
follow its progrefs; agents may vary, confpirators may 
fucceed yach other in the legiflatlve hall, but they will all 
proceed from one compnon den v/herein the adepts have 
contrived their plots. The thread of this horrid catas¬ 
trophe will always be the fame, though held in fucceffion 
by different hands. Equality and Liberty will alv/ays be 
the principle, and the confequences will always ftrike at 
the monarch and monarchy, as they have done againft 
Chrift and his religion. In this revolution of Equality 
^nd Liberty, crimes againft the church, and crimes a- 
gainft the ftate are entwined together; to-day the church, 
to-morrow the foyereign, the day after proprietors are at¬ 
tacked, and this continues in a long concatenation which 
always takes its rife, as from its centre, in the club of the 
Jacobins, in the reunion of every fpecies of confpiring a- 
dept. Their firft confpiring legiflators, fuch as Mirabeau, 

f Decree January ic, 1796. 
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5 ycyes, Barnr.ve, Orleans, La Fayette, Lameth, Char 
broiid, Gregoire, Pction, Bailly, Rabaud, Chapellier, and 
all the deputies ot the Mountain, habitually pafsfrom the 
tribune of the Jacobins to that of the manege. There a 
firif conftitution was prepared, that was to overwhelm the 
throne as it had done the altar; that v/as to weaken Lewis 
XVI. and ftrip him not only of his authority, but alfo of 
the affection of his fubjedts; that was to take from him 
the command of the army, and deprive him of thefupport 
of his nobility; that was, in fliort, to rob him daily of 
fome part of that authority which conftitutes the monarch, 
Ti'wo years were fpent in difieminating calumnies, in ftir- 
ring up the people, or in pa/Iing decrees as derogatory to 
royalty as they were injurious to religion. This legifla- 
tive rout had formed a code of laws againft the church, 
that was to leave bqt the name.of religion to the French 
nation; from the fame* clamorous multitude are ifTued 
laws againft monarchy, that reduced the unfortunate Lew¬ 
is XVI. to a mere cypher; a captive in his palace, fur- 
rounded by brigands, he is forced, as the clergy had been, 
to fandlion thofe very decrees that defpoiled him; the 
clergy had pleaded the duties of the priefthood in oppofi- 
tion to the decrees; the king fets forth the duties of the 
monarch; he claims, as they had done, his liberty, and 
for a moment thinks he has obtained it by his flight to 
Varennes. But the traitor^ La Fayette foon difpelled the 

K k 

* Left public documents fiionld not he fufRciently explana^ 
^oryot the condinft of La Faycite on this occafion, and as fc* 
veral perfons have y/i(hed to perfuade the public that he was 
perte<flly ignorant of the intended flight of the king, I here 
publilb a true ftatement of fads,— A Gernian woman, married 
to a Frenchman of the name of Rochereuili was employed in 
the queen’s fervice under the title ot Port^ chaife d'affaires .— 
This woman ha 1 ihown fo much in lignaiion, and had wept fo 
bitterly on the 5th and firh of Odober, that the queen, afFeded 
at feeing fuch proofs of attachment in this woman, entrufted 
her with the care pf preparing her broth, and lodged her in a 
room on the ground-floor of her own apanmeni, which com* 
municated to the apartment that had been occupied by the 
Duke of Villequier. In the beginning of June, the qpeen, who 
began to prepare for her intended evaflon, lodged this Mrsl 
Rochereuil in another room. She immediately harbored fufpi- 
cions of fome intended plan, arid watched the king and queen. 
The great confidence they both had in her gave her the oppor* 
tunity of knowing the whole fche.mc of ihe’king^s flight. On 
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illufion, and only permitted him to enjoy it for anrnftanC^ 
that he might drag his royal mafter back to the capital 
e^pofed to every outrage,, there fo keep him a clofer pri* 
foner. L’ew^is, a prifoner, at length fan6lions thisconfti- 
tution of Equality and Liberty; he ftill bears the title of 
king, when a new band of ruffians or legidative adepts 
make their appearance to form the fecond National As-- 
fembly.. 

bv the fe- ^ fecond aflembly finds Lewis a captive in his pa- 
tond as- and they proceed in the wicked career of their pre- 

fenibiy; decellors. Each fitting gave birth to new decrees more 
and more derogatory to the authority of the monarch; 
daily were the people ilirred up to infurredlion againft the 
altar and the throne. At length the day drew near whea 
both were to fall beneath their blows. The long lift of 
clergy that were to be immolated had been already form¬ 
ed by the Jacobia municipality, and the Jacobin legida- 
tors furround the palace of Lewis with legions of bri¬ 
gands. He is reduced to feek an afylum in the midft.of 
that very affembly that had fent this mob of mifereants a^ 

the loth of June (ije informed MefiVs. La Fayette and Gouvion 
cf what (he had obferved, and lodged an information at the 
Coimtc (ies Recherches of the National AlTembly. She had ele¬ 
ven conferences with them in the fpace of nine days. Tn con^ 
feqiience cf thefe denunciations, M.de la Fayette charged thir¬ 
teen officers on whom he could depend, to patrok every night 
v/iihin the interior of the ThuiKeries, but with fecret orders^to 
favor the evallon. His orders liad been given in a fimilar man¬ 
ner along the road. Drouet had been inftruded in the part he 
was to adt. The remaining part of that fatal journey to Varen- 
nes, and the arreflaiion of the king, may be ail eafily conceived^, 
excepting that excefs of infolence with which La Fayette ufed 
Ms vidiory, and the outrages he heaped oh the unfortunate ^ 
Lewis, when dragging him back to his prifon of the Thuil- 
leries. 

' * Another anecdote that may furprize the reader is, that wheri 
the queen had been informed of the treacherous behavior of 
this woman, Uocherenil, and had difmiffcd the traitor from 
Iter fervice, this wretch had the infolence to prefeni a memo¬ 
rial, that a deputy had penned for her, to the queen, requeft- 
ing that ffie might be admitted again into her fei vice, and Hat¬ 
ing that in her opinion (he could not have given her majefly « 
greater proof of her gratitude and fidelity than by depriving 
her of the poflibllity of heaikening to the evil councils ot the 
royalifts — I he queen gave the memorial to Mr, Priettr^ the 
hilloriographer of France for the foreign department. '1 he de¬ 
nunciation of this woman is carefully preferved’ in what are^ 
Ityled the National Archives. 
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gainfl: him; they pronounce his fufpenfion, as according 
to the new forms they would have encroached on the fo-- 
yereignty of the people,in pronouncing the abolition of 
royalty; but left he flaould miftake the nature of his crime^ 
they proclaim the new ^era and the new oath of Equality 
and Liberty^ both of which are to date from this day.— 
They then decree the convocation of a new aflembly which 
is to pronounce definitively on the fate of the monarch, 
AH thefe decrees are pafted in his prefence; for they had 
barbaroufiy ftmt up him and his family in a tribune ap¬ 
propriated to the writers of a Newfpaper, left he fhould 
Jofe a Angle word of the outrages and calumnies vented 
againft his perform or of the laws pronounced for the an¬ 
nihilation of the throne. But his death had been already 
refolved; meanwhile he is fent to the towers of the Tem¬ 
ple to await his cruel deftiny,* 

I Should belittle inclined to infift on the atrocious feats 
that iignalized thefe horrid triumphs of the fecond aflem¬ 
bly, or on the arts employed to prepare them, were it not 
that the true thread of fuch a multitude of crimes has not 
been properly difcovered. The whole was contrived by 
Briflbt. The Se6f, it is true., furniflied him with agents* 
but he was conftantly the chief of the confpiracy of the 
lOth of Auguft. During a whole year he was employed 
in preparing it; he had conceived it even before he was 
named a legiflator* Initiated in all the myfteries of Hol- 
b«ch’s club, and even contending with Condorcet for the 
precedency among the Voltairian Sophifters, no fooner 
was he deputed to the grand affemWy, than he thought 
himfelf called to fulfil the decree which he had long fince 
pronounced, That the feeptre cf the Bourbons Jhoiild he 
fnivered^ and France be transformed into a repub lie ,\— 

* Sittings of Auguft to, ir, and la, 1792. 

f Lewis XVI. was but a child when Sir Horace Walpole, 
(fince Lord Orford,) altera flioit ftay at Paris, wrote £i:c fol¬ 
lowing letter to Marefchai Conway on the views and plans of 
the Sophifters. It is dated O( 5 tober 17^*5. 

The Dauphin (father to Lewis XVI.) will probably hold 
“ out very few days. His death, that is, the near profpefl of 
“ It, fills the Philofophers with the greateft joy, as u was Itar* 
ed he would endeavor the reftoration of the Jefuits. You 
“ will think the fentinients oitbe PhiloJ'phers very 
news.—But do you know what the Phiiofophers are, or what 
the term means here? In the lirft place, :t comprehends ah 
molt every body; and in the next means men, who, avowing 
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Scarcely was he fcated among thefe new legiflators jvheA 
he cafl: his eyes around him in queft of adepts who might 
co-operate in hurling from his throne that unfortunate 
monarch, whofe power the preceding afl'einbly had reduc¬ 
ed to a mere phantom. He foon perceived that fame ha¬ 
tred to royalty raging in the breallsof a Petion,a Buzot^ 
a Vergniaux, a Gaudet^ a Genfonne, or a Lou vet, and 
to them he opened his plans. 

According to the plan contrived by the confpirators, 
we fliall fee that France was in the firlf place to be inun¬ 
dated with journals, all ftimulating the people to com¬ 
plete the grand work of their liberty. By dint of libels 
and moft odious calumnies againft Lewis XV'l. and his 
queen; they were to eradicate every fentiment of affec¬ 
tion from the heart of the fubje^f. 'Fhey next bethought 
themfelvcs of fliiring up the foreign powers, that Levvis 
XVL being engaged in war without, might fall an caller 
prey to intrigue witliin. We next hear the club refound- 
jng with that very fentence which Brilfot afterwards writes 
to the generals of hh revolution: Europe muji be fet on 
fire at thefour corners\ in that ourfiajeiy liesr^ By means 
of their adepts and clubs they weie perpetually exciting 
the people to infurrection, in order to calf the odium on 
the icing and queen. Under pretence of talcing meafures 
againft thefe frequent infurrections, and to ward off the 
danger to which they expofed Franee, they formed in the 
National Alfembly a fecret committee under the title of 
extraordinary cominijfion^ and which was the head of tht 
fadtion fince called the Girondinsy from the department 


war againft poperv, aim, many of them, at afahverfion of 
ail religiony andJltll many more at the dejirudlion of regal 
“ pomoer —How do yon know this ? you will lays you, who 
“ have been but fix weeks in France, three of which you hAve 
been confined in your chambei.— True ; but in the firft pe- 
** riod .1 went eveiy where, and heard nothing clfe; inthelat* 
** ter I have been extremely vifited, and have had long and ex- 
plicit conveifations with many who think as 1 tell you, and 
“ with a few of the other fide, who are no l ^fs perfuaded that 
** there are fuch intentions. In partjcnlar, I bad two officers 
" here the other night, neither of them young, whom 1 had 
difficulty 10 keep from a ferious quarrel, and who, in the heat 
of the difpute, informed me of much moieihaiil could have 
learned with great pains.’' f f^oL V.) 

^ See Mallet Du Pan’s Confiderations on the Nature of the 
flevolution, P. 37. 
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«f the Gironde, in Gafcony. It was there that Briflbt,at 
the head of the Eleft, and prefiding in the commij/iofiy preJ- 
pared, in filence, thofe decrees that were to confummate 
the plots againft monarchy. He wilhedtogive this revo¬ 
lution an appearance of philofophy, folicited by an en¬ 
lightened people tired of its kings, and willing to recog¬ 
nize no other fovcrcign than itfelf. Hefent his em.fl'arics 
into the provinces^ but they all returned, declaring that 
the French nation was unwilling to lacrifice its king.— 
He then founded the legiflative alTembly, and theopijiions 
of the majority alfo coincided with the wilhes of the peo¬ 
ple.—What he could not accomplifli by his fophiftry, he 
now determined to efFe<ffuate by means of pikes and his 
blood-thirfty legions of brigands.—He calls thofe legions 
from the South known by tl)e name of Marfeillois ; from 
the Weft the Jacobins fend up the brigands of Brcft; 
Barharoux and Panis^ Carra and Beaujois the intruded 
vicar of Blois, BeJJe from the Drome, Gallijfot from Lan- 
gres, Fourmer Weft-Indian, General IVeJleinnanny 
Knulin 'from Strafbourg*, Scnterre the brewer, Antoine 
from Metz, and Gorfas the journalift; combined with the 
Girondins. They hold tl'ieir councils fometimes at Robe- 
fpierre’s, at ethers at the Soleil d^Or^ (the golden Sun,) 
a tavern near the Baftille. Syeycs ^nd his club of tiventy^ 
tivoy or the occult Lodge ot the Jacobins, fecond them 
with ail their might.— Maraty Prudhommey and Milliny 
^ with all the Journalifts of the Party, daily invent new ca¬ 
lumnies agdinft Lewis and his royal Confort. Alexandre 
and the renegade Chahot^\t up the fuburbs of St, An-- 
toine and Su Marceau. Philip of Orleans contributes his 
money and his party, becaufe he is in hopes of being him- 
felf exalted to the throne, as foon as Lewis XVl. (hal! 
be driven from it; and even though he were not to fuc- 
ceed in obtaining the throne, he will at lealt have grati¬ 
fied his vengeance. 

Every thing is agreed on; the Legions are arrived; at 
'ten minutes before one in the morning the alarm' bells ring 
the prelude to the terrible lOth of Auguft. 7'he fecond 
Aflembly has now fulfilled its talk; Lewis XVI. is de¬ 
ck red to be deprived ot all right lo the crown. He is 
tom from the palace of his forefathers, and immured with¬ 
in the towers of r' e Temple. It is there, that the third 
Afiembly of LegiJators is to find him, and are to lead 
him trom thence to the fcaffold to fulfil the oaths of the 
Occylt Lodges. 
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Should the hlftorian hefitate at recognifcing this pro-* 
grelTion of the Se<Sl, to conduct us to the terrible catas¬ 
trophe of the loth of Auguft, let him turn to theayowt 
als of the adepts themfelves.—The day is come when they 
envy each other the commillion of fuch crimes; they had 
inftalled Briflbt the leader of the Jacobins; but Robe- 
fpierre, Maratj and Danton fnatch the feeptre from him; 
he wifhes to wrelt it from them again; and he publilhes 
an addrefs to all the Jacobins of Fiance to fubftantiate his 
rights. His apology, as well as that of his co-adept Lou- 
vet are in fubftance no more than the hiftory of the very 
confpiracy I have juft been deferibing. Should it be ne- 
ceflary, for the conviction of the reader, to turn to any 
part of it, let him hearken to Briflbt, when faying, the 
'I'riumvirs Robefpierre,Marat,and Danton,have accufed 
me “ of being the author of the v/ar, and had it not been 
for the war, Royalty would hare ftill fubfifted! Had it 
not been for the war, thoufands of talents, thoufands of 
« virtues would never have burft forth from obfeurity! 
—And had it not been for the war, Savoy and fo many 
other ftates whofe fetters are about to fall, v/ould ne- 
“ ver have acquired their Liberty.—They were fearful 
of a war conducted by a King-^Oh ! fhallow politi- 
“cians! It was precifely becaufe this perjured King 
was to condu6l the war, becaufe he could only con- 
“ dublitas a traitoi*, becaufe this treafon alone would in- 
fallibly lead him to his ruin; it was for fuch reafons, 
that it was neceflary to have a war ^conducted by the 
King.— '■It mai the abolition of Royalty that 1 had in 
vievj when I caufed war to be declared —Men who 
were enlightened underftood me, when on the 30th of 
“ December 1791, they heard me anfwer Robel'pierre, 
“ who was always talking to me of treafons to be feared, 
‘‘ / have but one fear^ zvhich is^ that we faall not be be- 
trayed\ we fand in need of treachery^ for our whole 
fafety depends on our being betrayed-^ox treafons' 
would fooii make that which thwarts the greatnefs of 
the f'rench nation difappear, I mean Royalty/’ 

But while this Sophifter is declaiming fo much on 
treafons^ and gloiying in that which he had for lb long a 
time premeditated againft this unfortunate Sovereign, 
which he makes his title of pre-eminence in the eyes of 
the Jacobins, he takes care not to mention that be would 
luye, betrayed the traitors thcmfelves, had Lewis XVL 
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had money fufHcient to fupply his extravagant demands. 
On the 9th of Auguft, the eve of the day when all the 
Confpiracors were to be put in acflion, he fent to alk the 
King for twelve millions (50O5OO0I,) as a price for with- 
drav/ingfrom the Confpiracy andfo7' rendering it ahor^ 
five .*—What extraordinary men are thefe Sophifters, 
and what ideas do they form of their own virtues ! But 
truth iinpofes on us the difguifing tafli of hearkening to 
this man, while narrating his own crimes. He will boaft- 
of the time that he employed in meditating and preparing 
them, and will reprefent the callous indifference with 
which he viewed the canibal feenes of that bloody day as 
greatnels of foul, They accufe me (he continues) of 
« having prelided over the extraordinary commiffton \ and 
if the able heads of that commijfion had not prepared^ 
and that a long while previous to the loth of Auguft, 
« thofe decrees that faved France, fuch as the fufperfton 
oj the King^ the convocation of the Convention^ the or- 
« gani%ation of a Republican ]vlinijiry\ if thefe decrees 
had not been wifely combined, fo as to banifli every 
idea of force or terror j had they not borne the ftamp of 
grandeur and of cool deliberation, the Revolution of 
the lOth of Auguft would have appeared to the eyes of 
all Europe to have been a Revolution of canibals*'^ 
But at the fight of wifdom prefiding in the midft of 
thefe ftornis,and flaying even the arm of carnage, Eu- 
rope then believed that France was faved. Let who 
« will calumniate the 10th of Auguft, the valor of the 
federated bands and the deliberate decrees of the Na- 
tional Affemby, which had been prepared by the Co7n^ 
mijfion^ will forever immortalize thatday.^f 
Let us follow this ftrange Sophifter; for, after fhowr. 
ing how he betrayed Lewis XVI. he will now explain 
the manner in which he betrayed both the Nation and 
the Affembly; how he and his adherents gradually led 
the people, and the majority of the Affembly to the com- 
miffion of crimes, of which neither approved. My opi- 
nion (of the 9th of July) on the depofition of the King 
has been much cavilled at. The fame has happened to 
Vergniaux—-I here call to witnefs my Colleagues, all 
thofe who were acquainted with the Jlate of our AJftn-- 

^ Seethe Memoirs of Mr. Bertrand, Vol.IU. Chap. XXII. 
t Briffot’s Letter to the Jacobins, Odlober a4* 1793. 
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/;/y, %uith the weaknefs and minority of the patrlotSy^Q 
corruption of terror, the averfion in which theenthufi- 
‘‘ afts held the court party. Doubtlefs, it needed no fmall 
(hare of courage to rifk that eloquent hypothecs on the 
‘V crimes of the King in the midil: of fuch an aflembly as 
Vergniaux did. And the day after that coalition, which 
“ fo much weakened the party of the Patriots, was it not 
a t.\fk that required courage which I undertook, to give 
a lively defcription of the crimes of the King, and to 
propofo his being brought to trial. This was blafphe^ 
my in the eyes of the majority ^ neve'rthclefs 1 dared to 
fpeak it,^* 

When defcribing the Girondinsy his chief fupport, he 
fays, “ perpetually occupied in repairing their faults, in 
union with other enlightened patriots, xhty were prepa^ 
ring .the minds to pranoimce the fufpenfion of the Kmg» 
^ ~They were far from conceiving fuch a Jlep', and this 
was viy reafon for rijking that famous difcourfe of the 
ibth fuly on the depoftion^ a difcourfe that in the con- 
ceptiun of ordinary minds was a dereliftion of princi- 
pie, but in the eves of the enlightened, was only a pru^ 
^^Jent and necejjary manceuvre. 1 well knew that the 
Ariftocratical party vvilhed nothing fo much as to meet 
the quellion on the depohtion, becaufe they tho’t them- 
felves certain of fuccefs, and becaufe the tiiinds were not 
yet ripe in the Departments—the defeat of the Patri- 
ots was therefore inevitable. It was necefjary then to 
tack^ in order to gain thne^ to enlighten the public opi^ 
nioUy or to ripen it for infurreSiion\ for the depofition 
of the King could be effected but by one of thefe two 
means.—Such were my motives for pronrjuncing my 
difcourfe on the 26th of July, which expofed me to fo 
much reproach, and even ranked me among the fccret 
Royalifts, while the Patriote Francois (the newfpaper 
that he publifhed) never ceafed to prepare the 7 ninds in 
the Departments for thefe extraordinary meafuresF 
Amidft the multitude of reflections that muft natural¬ 
ly arife pn the perufal of thefe ayovvals, the words it was 
therefore necefary to tacky in order to gain twie,^ to en^ 
lighten the public opiniony or to ripen it for infurreTtiony 
prefent us with a great axiom in the theory of Revolu^- 
tioiis. They fliow us, that thofe infurredtions reprefented 
as.the grand movements of a people, as the a6t of the ma¬ 
jority of a nation, are merely the efforts of an united 
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fa6]^ion againft the majority of a nation; that had the 
opinions of the majority of the nation coincided with the 
vie'^s of the Gonfpirators, they would not have been obli¬ 
ged to feek the aid of brigands, in order to triumph by 
arms and terror over an unarmed and unfufpe^ting peo-^ 
pie. It may be objeded, that France had its National 
Guards; moft certainly it had; but Briflbt carefully 
avoid .d calling on them for fuccor. He had feen them 
flocking from all parts of France to the federation on the 
I4.h or July; but thefe truly federated hands hadihovvn 
the greateft marks of attachment to Le\yis and his Royal 
Coniort; and it was not to fuch men that the Confpira- 
tors dared propofe the depolicion of the King. What 
plan do the Confpirators adopt? They aflemble all thofe 
b'igands called Aiarjeiikis^ (not becaufe they were in-r 
habitants of Marfeilles or Provence, but becaufe the great¬ 
er part of them had been condemned to the galiies at Mar¬ 
feilles), and furnanae thefe brigands of all countries The 
Federated Bands, They oblige the inhabitants of thq 
fuburbs to fail into the ranks with them; they caufe the 
commander of the National Guard to be murdered, thatj 
being without a chief^ it might have no unity of adlion, 
and that thofe who had been feduced might join the bri¬ 
gands. They then reprefent as a general infurre6lion of 
the people, as the will of the nation, that which they have 
themfelves demonftrated to have been no other than an 
infurreefion of their own cut-throat bands againft their 
King and the nation at large. Such has been the whole 
progrefs of the Revolution; all has been done by mobs 
and infurr^dtioas, or, as the chiefs ft vie it, by means of 
force a?id terror^ which have enflaved a nation that had 
relifted every means of feduclion. 

Similar proofs relatirig to that atrocious Revolution 
of the lOth of Auguft are to be found in Louvet’s dis- 
courfe; he alfo boafts of his cunning in preparing the 
plots. IFe "Jacobins vaijhedfor war^ (he fays) becaiif^ 
peace muft have undoubtedly killed the Republic—be- 
caufe, undertaken in time, the misfortunes inevitable 
at the firft outfet could be repaired, and would at once 
purify the Senate^ the Annies ayid the Throne —Every 
“ man worthy of being a Republican loudly called for 
war. They dared afpire to Jirike a jnortal blow at Roy- 
ally itfelf\ to exterminate it for ever^ in France firff 
AND TH£N THROUGHOUT THIi UNIVERSE.*’ Ko 
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then alludes to the parts afted by his accomplices,—• 
“ Thofe whom you call my friends (he fays to Robes- 
“ pierre) Roland^ who had denounced Lewis XVI.' 
‘^-to all ¥v2.v\ct—Servan^ who was involved in the hon- 
orable retreat of the Minifter of the Interior, and only 
returned into office with him, and that to fave France 
— Pctlon^ whofe conduft at once vigorous and wife, was' 
vjearing out Royalty — BriJJot^ he was writing againft 
‘‘ Monarchy,” (Condorcet was alfo writing in the fame 
paufe)—“ Vergniaux^ GenfonriL^zn^ many others, were 
preparing before hand, the plan for the fufpenfton — 

. “ det was feated in the chair when the cannon began to 

“ roar,— Barbaroux was advancing at jhe head of the 
Marfeillois for the loth of Augujl\ and lucky it is for* 
you chat he headed them —1 (Louvet) was writing the 
“ Sentinelle ; and your eternal vaporings oblige me to fay, 
that my journal contributed nauchmore to the Revolu- 
tion of the lOth of Auguft, than'^your Defenfeur de la 
Conjlitution (written by Robefpierre).”* 

By the Thus have thefe fanguinary Legiflators' furnifhed the 
third as- Hiftorian with the proofs of their own guilt, and of their’ 
lembly. crimes againft their Sovereign. Let this Republic then 
appear, this Republic of Equality and Liberty, fo dong 
cherifhed by the Sophifters, and nurtured by the adepts 
in their Occult Lodges! Lewis is no longer feated on the 
throne! Let not Lewis, nor any Bourbon, nor any living 
France de- creature afpire to it in future. Royalty is abolijhedy and 
dared a France is proclaimed a Republic. This is the firft de-* 
Republic, cree of thole Confpirators ftyling themfelves a Convention^ 
and fucceeding to thole who had called themfelves the fe- 
cond National Affembly (September 21, 1792). The 
better to eftablifh Equality, every mark of rank, even 
the common marks ol civility as well as the title of King 
arc proferibed ; and Citixen is in future th^fole appella¬ 
tion allowed ( October 29). Left the very fight of a faith¬ 
ful fubjecl fhould recal the idea of a King, death is pro- 


* See LoxiveCs Add7'efs to Rohefpierre. Should the reader 
wifh for any more of thefe avowals and vapourings of a multi¬ 
tude of adepts on the art with which they prepared the fan- 
‘guinary feenes of that day, let them read Robefpierre^s Letter 
to hii Co7iJiitiients ; Petion^s Ohfervations on that Letter; the 
J?inales Patriotiques^ by Carra and Mercier, 30th Nov. 1792 ; 
the Chro?iique de Paris, by MilliOi and his threats on the 5th 
^ ofAugiiil, 1792, &c. 5 cc. 
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nounced againft every Emigrant who fhall dare to fet 
foot on the territories of the Republic (November 10}. 

The fame punifliment is pronounced againft any man 
who fliould dare propofe the re-ejiablijhment of Royalty 
in France (December 4). 

The Se(ft now proceeds towards the completion. of L^wis 
its myfteries. Lewis, who had been feated on the throne, 
ftill exifts; and it was not in vain that the adepts had 
been taught in the caverns of the Knights Kadofch to death, 
trample on crowns and ftab Kings. To the atrocious 
games reality muft fucceed ; , Robefpierre advances; but 
let hinri and his hangman range for a time on the field 5 
he is no more than a wild beaft that the Se6l have let 
loofe. He is not the wretch that devours the captive 
Monarch; it is the Seift. Even in Lewis are two dis- 
tindt perfons in the eyes of the Jacobins. They would 
perhaps have loved and revered him in private life; but 
he was King, and they foam with rage at the very idea ; 
his head falls on the fcafFold; their relentlefs vengeance 
even ftrikes the ftatue of the beloved and great Henr y 
IV.; every monument that can recal the idea of a King 
falls beneath their blows. It was not at Lewis, it was at 
Royalty, that thefe modern Vandals aimed.. They decla¬ 
red Lewis XVI. to be a tyrant; they continue to proclaim 
it; but they have their own interpretation; they ftyle him 
fo, juft as the Sophifters ftyled every King a Tyrant ,—^ 

They knew well, that Lewis XVI. had during a reign of 
nineteen years figned many a pardon, but had never figned 
a fingle death-warrant; and that certainly is not the cha- 
radter of a tyrant. They knew well, that the firft adl of 
Lewis on his coming to the throne was toreleafe his fuh- 
jedls from the tax cuflomary on fuch an occafion; he abo- 
liflied thecuftom of xh^Corvees (or bind days); neither the 
accufed nor even the guilty, could be put to the torture 
during his reign; and do fuch edidts befpeak the tyrant ? 

They alfo faw him relinqulfti in favor of his fiibjcdfs all 
the feudal rights in his own domains, that he might ob- ^ 
tain by example that alleviation for his people, which he 
could not eftablifti by authority without making an at¬ 
tack upon private property. They knew well that Lewis 
XVL was entirely free from thofe vices which are either 
odious or burdenfome to nations; he was religious, an 
enemy to oftentation, compaftionate and generous to the 
poor; they had feea him lavifiiing his. privy purfe to 
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tV2irm> to cloath, to feed the indigent; feen him even car¬ 
ry in perfon fuccor to the friendlefs cottager; they had 
feen the poor raifing the fnow into a pyiamid, and fha- 
ping it out into a monument of gratitude to Lewis XVI. 
mitigating the rigors of the winter. They knew wtilj 
that the gratitude of the poor is not fo iijduftrious to 
fhew attachment to a tyrant. In vain they will upbraid 
him as a defpot or a tyrant; for they cannot deny, that 
never a Prince was feared on a throne more zealous in 
his application to his duty, or lefs jealous of his rights 
than Lewis XVI.; confidence and love feem to be his 
leading features; and if ever he fpoke in that peremptory 
way which denotes the determination of being obeyed, it 
Was, when furrounded by aflafiins, he fo often repeated to 
his guards, If it be necejjat'y to Jhed but one Jingle drop of 
bloodJoy my fnj'ety^ Ijcrbid it to be Jhed ; and fuch are the 
orders of a tyiant! !! Should calumny obltinat Jy perlift, 
let it read thefe laft fentiments of Lewis: I pray all 
thofe whom I may have offended through iiiadv runcy 
(for I do not remember to have offended any perfon 
knowingly), or thofe to whom I may have given bc*d 
example, or fcandaJ, to pcirdon whatever injury they 
may think I can have done them.’" Let the regicide 
judges read (for it is to them he fpeaies and ra)s) ‘‘ I 
paidoii with all iny heart thofe who have conltuuccd 
themfclves my enemies without my giving them caufe, 
and I pray God that he wdll pardon them.” Let them 
follow him to the fcaffold, and there contemplate if they 
dare, that ferenlty of his countenance, in the midft of his 
executioners, which fo well denotes the tranquillity of 
his fuuj: and they dare not hear his laft words; Drun.s 
arebeaun and trumpets founded to drown his voice; for 
they are confeiuus that he has neither lived nor is about to 
die the death of a tyrant. 

Real mo- Thefe coiifpiiiiig legiflators, however, knew it long 
lives of his before they fat in judgment on their King; ror if you afk 
cofldemn.jr them, when in the very acf of regicide, of what crime 
liou. Lewis XVI, has been guilty? They will anfwei, Lewis 
was a King, and our wiih is the death cf every King.— 
Hearken to the Jacobin Robert: when he comes to vole 
he fay?, I condemn the tyrant to death; and in pronoun- 
cing’this fentence, 1 have but one regret is,that 
my pow’er does not extend over all the tyrants^ to con^ 
demnjhem all to the fameJate Hear, again, die Juco- 
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bin Carra\ For the InJlruSfion of nations ftn all times^ 
and'in (dl places^ and for the coniternation of tyrants^ L 
V *ce for death:”—Or the Jacobin Boilcan\ “ Nations 
accujiomed to conftder their Kings as facredobjccii will 
neceilarily fay, ‘ the heads ot Kings, however, cannot 
be fo facred, fuice the axe can ftrike them, and that they 
fall beneath the avenging airn of jiifticc.’ It is thus 
you are launching nations into the career of Liberty \ I 
“ vote for death/'* 

Should the real cacfe of the death of Lewis XVL not 
fu/Hciently appear in fuch language, let the reader revert 
to that club of the Sophillers where Condorcet was learn¬ 
ing that a day would come when the Sun wouldJJolne on 
none but free men^ and when Kings and Priejls Jhould 
have no exljlence but In hi/lory or on the Jlage, 'runi 
back: to thofe confpiring dens haunted by the Occult Ma- 
fons, and doubt for a moment, if you can, of this hiifori- 
cal truth, that Lewis periihed upon the Icaffold becaufe 
he was King% that*the daughter of the CeZcirs penihed 
becaufe Jhe ^uas ^leen ; and never was ihe more defer- 
ving of chat exalted llation, than when fhe Ihowed fuch 
undaunted courage and greatiiefs of fv)ul in the midft of 
her murderers. JVladame Elizabeth perilhed, becaufe nei¬ 
ther virtue, innocence, nor magnanimity, could efface the 
ftain, indelible in the eyes of the Jacobins, of being the 
daughter and fiifer of a King. Philip of Orleans crouch¬ 
ed into wickednefs and infamy, and facnficed his immenfe 
fortune to the Secf; he cov>ardly and bafely votes for the 
death of his royal relation to pleafe the Se<£t; he takes the 
natne of Equality^ abandoning rank and birth, and even 
denies his father to court the Se6f 5 but no fooner are h:« 
crimes unnecelTary for the progrefs of that Se6f, than he 
is dragged away to the fcaffold becaufe he is of royal de- 
fcent. But the confpirators are fearful, that if they ftruck 
at that model of virtue and goodnefs theDutchefs of Or¬ 
leans, the axe would fall from the hands of the execution¬ 
ers. The numerous facrifices made by the Dutchefs of 
Bourbon and the Prince of Gonti proved to the confpira- 
tors that thefe remnants of blood-royal were little to be 
feared; neverthelcfs they ate obliged, with every perfon 
of royal extraflion, to fly the territories the new Re- 
p^jblic. To cement this hatred for Kings, the day on 

See the Moniteur, Sittings of Jan. a, and following, i79». 
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'ivhich Lewis XVL was murdered on the fcaffbld is de¬ 
clared a perpetual feftival for this people equal andfree ; 
on this day the oath of hatred to Royalty is to be folemn- 
ly fworn by all the Magiftrates; and this oath is to be in 
future a neceflary quilificatlon for the enjoyment of the 
rights of Citizen in this new Republic; fuch are the re¬ 
gulations decreed; and death is pronounced,'as we have 
already feen, againft whoever dares propofe the re-efta- 
blifliment of Monarchy. 

Notwithftanding the rivers of blood that flowed in 
France, to confummate thefe plots againft Royalty, the 
Sedl: and its agents behold thefe horrid fcenes with all the 
brutal exultation of cannibals. The guillotine is declared 
permanent in Paris, and ambulant in the Provinces in 
quefl: of Royalifts and Priefts. New words are even in- 
' vented to denote the butcheries that now take place, for 
our forefathers had not even formed an idea of cruelties to 
fuch an extent* Whole hecatombs of vidlims are (hot 
in 7 nafs^ and this was ftyled Fufillades-\ hecatombs alfo 
were drowned, and that fpecies of murder they called 
Noyadesd^ Is it the Sefl then that thus hardens and bru¬ 
talizes the hearts of the Jacobins ? Are we to turn back to 
tlieir leflbns to explain both the number and the choice 

* Another fpecies of cruelty not mentioned, is that which 
the canniba's of Names called Des MarriagesPatriotiques .—• 
The reader will fcarcely believe me when 1 lell him, that v/o- 
men were comprehended in thefe abominable butcheries. Ne- 
verihelefs, as a reiinemest of cruelty, when any young royalifl 
was fnppofed to have an attachment for any young woman, they 
were tied together, hand and foot, previous to their being 
thrown into the Loire, that they might pafs in Charon^s Bark 
together ; or they would tie fome venerable old clergyman to 
a young woman, that he might be provided with a young wife 
in the next world. Such were their Patriotic Marriages; fuch 
the cruelties that muft furprife the reader, were he not ac¬ 
quainted with the fchcol whence they proceed. At -Arras Le 
Bon would guillotine 7 ^) 7 ?;^^’//; and one night returning home, 
a little drunk, he thought an execution by torch-ligbt would 
have a Patriotic effeB. The Count de Bethune, who had been 
brought to trial In the morning acquitted ^ was immediate¬ 
ly named as the vlflim ; but Le Bon was informed that he had 
he'en tried and acquitted ; no matter, we will try him again, 
(fays the Commiflary); and the poor Count was condemned 
and executed becaufe he fotipconfie d'etrefufpcB. This, 
perhaps, is the moil extraordinary crime on record, 7 ?{/^e< 7 e^l 
of being afufpicious charaBcr for Ariflocracy; never thelefs, ma¬ 
ny hundreds perilhed ou the fcaffold for this crime. Tranf 
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of victims, the cool wickednefs of the adepts, the atro¬ 
cious joy of the executioners ? Yes, all you who feek the 
caufe elfewhere, forget the myfteries; I am obliged to 
call you back to the true parent of this fanguinary tribe; 
yes, it was the principles of the Se6l that made Barnave 
at the fight of heads carried on pikes, ferocioufly fmLie 
and exclaim, Was that blood then fo pure that one might 
not even fplll one drop ojit F' Yes, it was thofe principles 
that made Cbapellier^ Miraheau^ and Gregoire^ when 
they beheld the brigands furrounding the palace of Ver- 
failles in ianguinary- rage, thirfting after murder, and par¬ 
ticularly after the blood of the Queen, exclaim, The Peo- 
pie 7 nujl have viSims^ It was thofe principles that even 
fmotliered the afFe<^fIon of Brother for Brother, when the 
adept Chenier^ feeing his own Brother delivered over to 
the hands of the public executioner, coolly faid, If my 
Brother be not in the true fenfe of the Revolution^ let hi/n- 
he facrificed\ that eradicated the feeling Of the child for 
his parents, when the adept Philip brought in triumph 
to the club of the Jacobins the heads of his father and 
snother ! ! l^his infatiable Se 61 : calls out by the mouth of 
the bloody Marat^ for two hundred and feventy thoufand 
heads^ declaring that before long it will count only by 
millions. They know well, that their fydems and lalt 
myfteries of Equality can only be accompliftied in its full 
extent by depopulating the world ; and, by the mouth of 
Le Bo^ it anfwers the inhabitants of Montauban, terrified 
with the want of provifions, Fear not\ ^France has a 
fefficiency for twelve millions of inhabitants : All the 
rejl (that is the other twelve millions) mujl he put t(t 
dcathy and then there will be no fcarcity oj hreadP^ 
We wifti to caft the odium of fuch horrors on a Maraty 
a Rbbefpierrey or fome fuch wTetchesj hut Barnave 
ceded Robefpierre; and the oath of the Se6l to de¬ 
nounce father y motheryfriendsy brother Sy and ftfersy and 
to look upon every perfon as proferibed who fhoiild not 
adopt the revolutionary principles, did not originate with 
them. Such was the oath of the Lodges long before the 
exiftence of the Jacobins, It was not from Robefpierre, 
but in Holbach’s club, that Condorcet learned to ex¬ 
claim as he did in the legifikive aflembly, Let the world 
perijhy rather than facrifice our principles of Equality I 

* Report of the Comlte du Sa/ut Puhliquet Auguft 8,1795. 
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It would not be the brigands alone, but Syeyes, Qarat, 
the ele6t of the Sophifters, and the dub of the twent^-two^ 
that would fmile at the horror we had conceived at fuch 
deeds. Thus did Syeyes anfvver Mallet du' Pan, when 
he exprefTed his detellation of the means employed in the 
revolution; JTou are ahxays talking to us of the 'means 
employed\ hut^ iS/r, it is the End^ it is the Ohje^^ the 
Ultimate l^iew^ that you muji learn to confider : And this 
very principle, that confoles fuch men as Syeyes for fuch 
a multitude of atrocities, is to be difcovered in the Code 
of the Illuminized Lodges, whence it found its way into 
the Jacobin club.^ 

A day may come when hiftory will be more accurately 
Siiformed how and in what haunts this blood-thirfty Sedf 
pointed out Its vidims, and taught its adepts not to be 
ffartkd 4t the number of them. Meantime I have pro- 
niifed to lead my reader back to that which held its fit¬ 
tings in the Rue Sourdiere^ where Savalette de Lange 
prefided; where the llluminees were received; and where 
Dietrich^ who was one of the hrft that brought the mys¬ 
teries into France, was feated. The following anecdote 
may guide the hiftorian in his refearches on that fubje( 5 f. 

At the time when the brigands were put into requifi- ' 
tion, when the caftles of the Nobility were being confu- 
med by fire in the provinces, when the heads of the No¬ 
bility were being carried in triumph on pikes, the Abbe 
Royou^ well known for his zeal againft the Sophifters, 
was obliged to fly from Paris to elcape the fury of the 
Palais Royal mob. He had wandered for fome time from 
village to village, when he privately returned to Paris, 
and called upon me about four o’clock in the morning. 
On my queftioning him how he bad* pafled his time du¬ 
ring his flight, 1 lived, (laid he) chiefly with the cu- 
rates, and was very well received by them, but could 
not make any long ftay with them, left I Ihouldexpofe 
them to fimilar danger with myfelf. I foon began to 
fufpedt the laft curate with whom I took refuge when 

* I leave to Mr. Mallet du Pan himfelf, the tafleof revealing 
\yliat he heard in that club, and the horror he conceived on the 
occafion. He may abb inform the reader with what indignation 
he received the invitation of xht t<wenty-t<wo to become a mem¬ 
ber of their club. But it was from the mouth of that juftly celcr 
brated author that i learned the anfwer which Syeyes made lo 
his reproaches. 
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I faw him receive a letter from Paris. He opened and 
read it with fuch an air, that my fufpicions were great- 
ly increafed. Strongly fufpeftiRg that I was the object 
‘‘ of this letter, I watched the opportunity when he was 
“ gone to the church, to enter his room, where I found 
the epiftle couched in the following terms: rour leiierj^ 

‘‘ my dear friend^ was read hi prefence of the whole club. 

“ They were furprvzedto findfo much philofophy in a viU 
lage curate. Be tranquil^ my dear curate'^ we are 
three hundred\ we mark the heads and the fall \ only 
keep your people ready j difpofe your parijhioners to ex^ 
ecute the orderly and they Jhall he given to you in time^ 
(Signed) ^’Dietrich, Secretaryd^ 

To the many refle6lions that niuft naturally arife or^ 
the reading of fuch a letter,! fhall only add, that the club 
to which thefe three hundred belonged had transferred 
the place of its fittings to the fuburbs of St. Honore, and 
that it aflbhibled there for a long time without being ob- * 
ferved by the court \ when a feene of drunkennefs appri- 
fed the king of theiate^lhat awaited him. At the conclu- 
lion of one of thofe hRnt{\xQ\.^ fqcred-tof'rateriiiiyy all the 
brethren made a punfture in their arm and received their 
blood in their glaffes; they then drank the tQ 

^ings^ and thus concluded the fraternal repafl. Ti'jis an7 
ecdote will eafily fuggeft of what fpecies of men the pgion 
of twelve hundredy propofed by fean de Brie tb the 
Convention, was to be compofed, who were to be dis- 
perfed oyer the whole globe to murder all the kin^s of 
the earth. > 

Thus did the SetS:, under the name of Fraternity^ by 
the .frenzy of its Equality, by the very nature of its prinU 
ciples, and by the horrid rites of its Lodges, fo degene¬ 
rate the hearts of its adepts, as to form (like the old man 
of the mountain) clubs of three hundred afTaffins at a 
time. Thus do the myfteries explain the ferocious joy of 
a Marat, of a St. Juft, of a Le J^on, of a Carrier, of a 
Collot D’Herbois, and the ftill more ferocious ferenity of 
the Sophifters of the revolution in the rnidft of maflacres 
and rivers of blood. 

But the vengeance of that God who has permitted fo 
heavy a fcourge to befall Franee, now appears to have 
taken another turn. In that country the altar of Chrift 
Js overturned, and the throne of its kings annihilated .-tt 

M m 



274 


ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 


’ Thofe who had confpired againft the altar and the throng 
now confpire againft each other. The intruded clergy,* 
the Deifts, and the Atheills,^ butchered the Catholics.—- 
'I'he Intruders, the Deifts, and the Atheiftsnow begin to 
cut each other^s throats. The Conftitutionalifts drove 
out the Royalifts, and are in their turn put to flight by 
the Republicans. The Democrats of the Republic one 
and uiclivifibley murder the Democrats of the Jederative 
Republic^ the faftion of the mountcin^ guillotines the 
Girondin faclion, and then fplit into the faction of He¬ 
bert and Marat, of Danton and Chabot, of Cloots and 
Chaumette, and in fine into the faflion of Robefpierre^ 
who devours them all, and is in his turn devoured by the 
faction of I'allien and Freron. Briflot and Genfonne, 
Gaudet and Fauchet, Rabaud and Barbaroux, wrth thirty 
more, are condemned to death by Foiiquier Tinville, juf? 
as they had condemned their King 5 Fouquier is himfelf 
fent to the fcafFold, juft as he had fent Brrffot and Co. 
Petion and Buzot perifti with hunger in the forefts, and 
are devoured by the wild beafts; Perrin dies in prifon; 
Valaze and Labat ftab themfelves; Marat falls beneath 
tlie arm of Charlotte Corday; -Robefpierre dies on the 
fcafFold, and Syeyes alone furvives, becaufe the cup of 
vengeance is not yet exhaufted on miferable France.—* 
Pentar^ues (or the government of five), with a two-fold 
fenate, are now become a iiew 'curfe on this unhappy 
country. A Revvbel, Carnot, Barras, Le Tourneur, and 
a Reveilliere Lepaux, aftume the command of its armies, 
drive away its deputies equal and free, fulminate its Sec¬ 
tions, and rule it with a rod of iron. Every thing trem¬ 
bles before them: when they grow jealous of each other,- 
they plot deftruction and drive each other into banifh- 
ment; but new tyrants fucceed aird unite together; and 
at this prefent time the ruling Deities in France are ba- 
riifhmcnt, ftupor, fear, and the Pentarques. Terror has 
impofed filence throughout the Empire, and this vaft pri¬ 
fon contains twenty millions of flaves, all fkulking into 
obfeurity at the very name of a Merlin or a Rewbel, or 
at the threat of a journey to Cayenne; fuch is the Ma^ 
jejiy of that people fo frequently declared Equal^ Free^ 
and Sovereign, 

The Se(ft reader, perhaps, may think that in the midft of fuch 

maffacres, fadtions, tyrants, and terror, the Se<Sb muft have 

gainftPro-’^^^i the thread of all its plots j but it has never loft fight 
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of them for a moment. The Pentarques are more than perty and 
ever ftimulated by itagainft the Clergy and the Nobilityi J^ociety; 
while the ultimate myfteries threaten the Pentarques 
themfelves. In vain fliall they attempt to preferve a fuf- 
ficiency of the Social Order to keep them in poffeilion of 
that authority which they have eredled on the ruins of 
the throne. The Se<Sl has thus far proceeded fuccefsful- 
ly toward the accomplifhment of its myfteries \ but it will 
not ftop here; has it not fworn to annihilate Property as 
well as the throne ? During the firft aflembly, did not 
thofe confpirators, now calling the?nfelvss ConJiitutionaU 
ijlsy annihilate the property of the clergy; and the next 
afteinbly that of the nobility, under the pretence of emi¬ 
gration, while thofe who remained in France were pilla¬ 
ged under pretence of confifeation ? Then come the adepts 
Bruijfart^ Robefpierre^ and the two yuliens ; and they 
write that the favorable moment is now come to extir¬ 
pate the MERCANTILE ARISTOCRACY, as tvell as that 
cf the Nobles, In their feciet correfpondence, juft as 
Weifhaupt does in his myfteries, they declare that 
chantifm (negotiantifm) ?nujl be cruJkecL That zu her ever 
a large number of rich merchants were to be founds there 
were fare to be found as many cheats^ and Liberty could 
not ejlablijh its empire thereJ^ Accordingly, fpolilitions 
and requifitions have robbed the merchants and citizejis 
of their property^ juft as the Clergy and Nobility had 
been robbed before them. But even this is not the ac- 
compliihment of grand end^ of the ultimate views of 
the Sedl, againft all property, again ft all fociety whatever. 

Even under the iron reign of the Pentarques, let us attend 
to the addrefles publiftied by the adepts Drouct^ Bahaeuf 
and Langelot: 

pxtrabi from the Addrefs to the French People^found in 
Babosuf^s papers. 

People of France,—During fifteen centuries you 
lived in flavery, therefore unhappy. It is fcarcely fix , 
years fince you began to breathe i'a exp eel at ion of in- 
“ dependence^of happinefs^ and of Equality, At all times 
and in all places men have bejii lulled with fine words; 
never, and in no place, did they obtain the thing with- 
the word. From time immemorial has it been hypo-.* 

* See Papers femnd at Robefpierre’s, and printed by order 
•f the Conveniion, Nos. 43, 75, 89, 107, &c. 
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critically repeated, that 7 nen are equal \ and from time 
immemorial the moft monftroiis inequality has info- 
“ lently prefTed on mankind. Ever fince the exijience of 
Civil Societies^ the fineft appendage of man has undoubt- 
edly been recognized, but has never been once' reali- 
zed. Equality has never been any thing hut a noble 
andJlerile fiction of the laiv* Now that it is called for 
with a louder voice, they anfwer us. Wretches hold 
your peace ! Equality in deed is a mere chimera; be'' 
contented with a conditional equality. You are all equal 
“ before the law, ye rafcals ! What more do you want ? 

« —What more do we want!- Te Legijlators^ye G<5- 

“ vernors^ ye Rich^ ye Proprietors^ now hearken in your 
“ turn : 

“ We are all equaL--^li\\2X principle is inconteftable* 

- - - Very %vell! IVe mean infuture to Uve and die as 
“ vee are born. We will have real Equality^ or death.^-^ 
That is what we want, and we will have that real equa- 
lity, coft what it v/ill. JVo he to ihofe whom we fall 
meet between it and us! Wo to the man who (hall 
“ dare oppofe fo pofitive a determination ! The French 
revolution is but the forerunner oj a revolution greater 
by far and much more folemn*^ and which will be the 
« laji: - - 

What do we afk more than the Equality of rights ? 
Why, we will not only have that Equality tranferibed 
in the declaration of the rights of man and of the citi^ 
zen; we will have it in the midft of us, under the roofs 
of our houfes. We confent to every thing for the ac- 
quifition of it, even to clear decks^ that we may pofftfs 
it alone; Perifb the arts^ if requifite^ provided we do 
but preferve real Equality) 

LegiHacors and Governors, Proprietors,^ 7 'ich and 
howel^lefs^ in vain do you attempt to paralizeour facred 
“ enterprize, by faying^ ive are only rc-producing the 
grarian law that has been fo often afked for before. 
Calumniators ! hold your peace in your turn, and in 
(he filence of confufion hearken to our pretenfions, dic- 
tated by nature, and grounded on juftice. 

Jhe Agrarian laiVy or the equal partition of lands'^ 
zvas the momeyitary zvijh of a few foldiers \yithout prin- 
“ cjples, of a few clans adluated rather by inliindl: than by 
reaion. We aim at fomeihing far more fublime^ far 
more eqiiitahle\ goods in COMMON; tKe com-'-s 
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M UNITY OF ESTATES ! No 7 nore individual proper^ 
ties in land^for the earth belongs to nobody. We demand 
and %uill enjoy the goods of the earth in common. The 
fruits belong to all, 

“ Difappear now^ ye difgujling di/linSlions of rich and 
pGor^ of higher and lower^ of inajier and fervant^ of 

V GOVERNING and governed! for m other diftindlion 

V Jhall exijl among mankind^ than thofe of AG z and SEX.”*‘ 

The authors of this addrefs were certainly too hafty ia 
their publication; but every reader will fee that their lan¬ 
guage perfectly coincides with the Man-king of Illumin-'- 
jffn. P'rance, it is true, was not yet fulHciently prepared 
for this lad plot5 but it is neceffary foinetimes to detach 
certain adepts to found the way, tho^ afterwards the Se^' 
fhould find it necefi'ary to difavow and faciifice its ofF- 
fpring. Though Babceuf may have been facriSced to the 
myfteries, his accomplices ftill live; their legions impofed 
upon the judges and on the Pentarques themfelves, and 
they dared not condemn DroueU is it to be fuppofed, 
that after completely pillaging the Clergy and the Nobi¬ 
lity, after fuccefsfully defpoillng many merchants, trades- “ 
men, and citizens, in the fame manner as the Sedi had 
pillaged the two firil Orders of the State, a fingle defeat 
fliould fuflice to check its views ? or can we fay, that it 
will not one day proclaim that Equality in deed w’hicli 
which (hall banifli from the earth all thofe diflindtions of 
rich and poor^ of higher and lotver^ of jnafter andfervanty 
and ultimately /^'governing governed? 

Some perfons may (latter themfelves that our fciences againft 
may protradb the day of barbarifm, when men are to roam Aris and 
in clans without laws or magiftrates; but have we not 
feen in the myfteries, that our fciences, in the eyes of the 
Se£f, are no other than the prime caufe of our misfor¬ 
tunes, of the alledged ftavery of fociety ?f And if fails 
did not fpeak clearly enough, if the monuments of art 
falling beneath the blows of the Jacobins did not fuih- 
ciendy denote the veneration it liears to the prodiuSlions 
of genius; if any apparent relpefl: fhould ftill be fhown / 
to the fathers of letters, let not the reader conceive that ^ 
the adepts have really bluftied at the fightof thefe modern 
vandals; Fire and fword have only haftened that progreii 

* Seethe Papers feized at BabceuPs, / 

i' See the Degree of Regent. 7 
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which they fo much extol; it was not Babccuf alone that 
would exclaim, Perijh the arts^ if requiftte^ provided w 
do butpreferve real Equality ! Tjie Jacobin Philofophift, 
if fincere, will have no difficulty in faying what thelegis-. 
lators have fo often proclaimed from the tribune, What 
need have we of all your colleges, academies,and libraries ? 
Needs there fo much ftudy and fomany books for learn¬ 
ing the only true fcience ? Let the nations know the rights 
cjman^and they ivill know enough,'*'*'^ 

I know that a mufeum and a national inftitute are held 
out as objeils of magnificence, in which the revolution 
would appear to infufe new vigor into‘the arts and feien- 
ces ; but let the fage in the midft of this vaft mufeum re¬ 
flect for a moment. Thunderftruck at this immenfe aflem- 
blage of theft, pillage, and robbery ere(^ed into trophies, 
will he not exclaim. Do thefe men then barefacedly feoff 
at every idea of property who thus difplay the fruits of 
their, rapine and extortion ? After having pillaged and 
deftroyed every thing within their own country, they fet 
off to defpoil the neighboring States tranquilly repofing 
on the banks of the Scheldt, the Meufe, or the Tiber.—« 
They divide the gold they havcftolen among themfelves, 
and they exalt to public view what they have robbed for 
the State. Within this temple of the arts, therefore, the 
idea of property is as much blafted as within the Occult 
Lodges of thofe adepts who had fworn to annihilate the 
focial compaft. 

And what is this national Lyceum, where we find the 
Geometrician La Place^ the Aftronomer La Lande^ the 
Poetafier Chenier^ the Commentator of the Zodiac Du^ 
Puis^ the Hiftorian of the mountains La Metherie^ all con- 
fecrating their ftudiesand their fcience to prove that God 
does not exift ? Behold the Seel fmiling at their labors ; 
for it is aware, that Atheifni will foon annihilate arts* and 
fciences, as well as property and fociety. Little does it 
concern itfelf whether the greater part of the literati flop 

* I do not exa($lly remember the particular na 's of the De¬ 
puties wlio would liold forth fach language at the tribune ; I 
can affirm, however, that the fophifticated Legiflator Rabaud 
di; St. Etienne frequently held fuch language ip company, 
which has more than once given rife to a good deal of debate. 
Once, in particular, he and Mr, Defilet, a man of letters, al- 
quarrelled on the fubje<^t; and that was quite at the be- 
ginni^i; of the Kevolution. 
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ibort in the career of the myfteries; for they are forward¬ 
ing the views of the Se( 5 l without knowing it, even where 
they have made their ftand. Its degrees are progreiTive,. 
and it well knows that the fophiificated and atheiftical 
Jacobin will beget the diforganizing Jacobin. In the 
Lyceum, or adhering to Baboeuf and Drouct, it beholds 
its offspring laborious Atheifts profeffing its principles, 
and, in fhort, true Jacobins j and though this name ffiould 
for a time be rejeded with contempt, it will not forget 
that the principles, and not the name^ confticutes the dis¬ 
ciple. Some are difgufted with the firfl: confequences 
flowing from thefe^^principles, and they ftopj while others 
complacently proceed to the laft. The Sed will therefore 
fix the former in its firfl: degrees \ the latter are initiated 
in its ultimate myfteries; and whether its agents are lite¬ 
rati or brutes, it is of no confequeiice to the Sed. In the 
French revolution it has always had the art to di{tribute 
the different parts as it does its degrees, and to vary them 
without ever iofing fight of its ultimate objed. 

In its attack upon God, we have feen its intruded Cler¬ 
gy, its Dslffs, and its Atheifts, The firft overturned the 
altars of the Catholic religion; the fecond, of the Luthe¬ 
ran and Galvinift church, and of every religion adoring 
Chrift; and the third blafphemoufly proclaimed the non- 
exiftence of a God. 

In the attack on monarchy the Sed has had fucceffive- 
ly its Neckerijisy its Fayetiflsy its ConJlitutionaViJisy its 
GirondinSy its Conventionijh. Herein it is that the rea¬ 
der may obferve the Sed varying and gradually diftribu- 
ting its parts to wind up the horrid feene to the bloody 
cataftrophe. Here we fee thofe different adors faithfully 
fulfilling the parts that had been diftributed to them.— 
Syeyes pronounces that the tyrant (hall die: this tyrant 
is Lewis XVI. Necker feizes on him and, delivers him 
over to the legiflative confpirators of the third order; La 
Fayette and Bailly, With the Conftituent Aflembly, leave 
him but the (liadow of a feeptre and his royal robes rent 
afunder. They then deliver him up, after having taught 
the people to drag him ignominioufly from Verfailles to 
the Town-hall of Paris, from Varennes to the Thuille- 
ries. The unfortunate monarch is now furrounded by 
banditti armed with pikes. Brijfot and his Girondms pro¬ 
ceed in that career begun by Necker and La FayettCy and 
find that with a mere breath the throne can be overturned j 
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Lewis is then dragged from the Thuilleries to the Tow^ 
ers of the Temple. Robefpierre, Petion, and Marat, are 
the next that feizeon his royal perfon ; and from the Tern-' 
pie they hurry him to the fcafFold. In this long concate-' 
nation of feditions^ rebellions, and treafons, to the very 
confummation of the regicide, I fee various actors ; but 
the guilt of all and each is equal. They arc all agents in 
the confpl racy of Equality and Liberty; all proceed from 
the fame tenebrous recefTes; all are Jacobins. 

In the confpiracy againft property and all fociety the 
fame gradation and principles are to be obferved ; and- 
with a fimilar conliancy does the Seft tend toward the 
grand ultimatunu The irreligious Sophifters of every 
cLifs defpoll the Clergy; the Sophifters commoners plun¬ 
der the Nobility; next comes the fophifticated banditti, 
who lay violent hands on the riches of the merchant or 
the wealth of the ^commoner. Meanwhile the conquer¬ 
ing Sophifters difplay the fpoils of foreign nations; and 
the atheiftical Sophifters at length break the laft tie of 
fociety. The former had only admitted one part of the 
myfteries; the latter are willing to confummate them all, 
They will that property fhall not exift, either in the 
church, the nobility, the commoner, or in any mor¬ 
tal whatever. In virtue of their Equality, the earth is to 
be the property of none, the produce the property of all. 
In virtue of their Liberty, Condorcet refufes to obey a 
God, Briflbt to recognize a king, and Baboeuf to fubmit 
to a republic, to maglftrates, or to any governing power, 
And whence do all thefe men come ? All proceed from 
the Jacobin club; they are the offspring of Holbach’s 
club, of the Mafonic Lodges, and of the Illuininizing 
Myfteries. Their natural parents are Voltaire, Jean 
Jaques Rouffeau, the Knights Kadofeh^ and the Bavarian 
Spartacus. 

Thus do we trace the difclples of the Se£l perpetually 
aiming at the accomplifhment of its myfteries ; whether 
in their crimes and fuccefs againft their God or againft 
their king, whether in their effays againft republics or the 
laft veftiges of fociety; every ftep in the French revolu¬ 
tion demonftrates the a£tivity of its adepts, brigands of 
every degree, purfuing its ultimate views. Indeed it has 
not yet accomplifhed all its defigns; and may God grant 
that they may be foiled in the attempt! But let the mind 
of man calculate, if it be able, the crimes committed by the 
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Se£l:, and the difafters that have already befallen France; 
and when it fhalkhave fucceeded in this calculation, will 
it dare venture to explore thofe entailed on futurity ? Let 
the father of every family contemplate, and infcribc on the 
threibold of his houfe, that threat of the adepts contained 
in the following fentence : The French Revolution it but 
the forerunner of a Revolution greater by far^ and much 
more fole 7 nn* 

That nations may be awakhned to their danger, let us 
fliovv them that they are all without exception, menaced 
with funilar misfortunes to thofe that have befallen Franee. 
Such is their fate decreed by the Sedl in its Myfteries ; 
for their views are not confined to any particular people, 
but aim at all nations whatever. To fafts therefore, I 
will once more appeal; and my reader fhall fee how per¬ 
fectly they coincide with the Code of the Sect on the ex-^ 
tient and univerfality of its confpiracies. 

N n 
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CHAT, XIII. 


JjiitverfcUty of the Succefs of the Se^ explained By the 
. Univerj'ality of its Plots, , 

Succefs the phosnomena of the French'Revolution, 

of the Jji- perhaps, the moft allonifhing, and, unfortunatelyV 

cobins; the rnoft incoiiteftable, is, the rapidity of thofeconquefts; 

that have already revolutionized a confiderablc part of 
jiurope,/anu menace the remainder of the univerfe/ Np-'^ 
thing can be more furprizing than to fee the facility with 
which Jacobinilm has ereSed its ftandardSy or planted 
the tree of Equality' and diforganizitig Liberty in Savoy,^ 
Belgium, Hoilaiid, on the Banks of the Rhine, in Swit¬ 
zerland, on the other fide of the Alps, in Piedmont, in 
the ?v}ilanois, and even at Rome. When I come to ex¬ 
plain thefc pheenomena, I (hall not allow myfelf to be ear¬ 
ned z\v,y by fyftem or by prejudice.- I willconfers, that 
genius, bravery and talents, have frequently wrefted the 
palm of victory. I candidly confefs, that many of their 
triumphs arc due to men who by their courage and ta¬ 
lents were entitled to ferve a better caufe. Iwill not dis¬ 
pute their glory with them;- let them entwine their lau¬ 
rels with the red cap; let their glory mingle with remorfe 
at the light of thole vile Jacobins, and tyrannic Pentar- 
ques, in whofe defence they have nvafled their anceftors, 
itsfjnpn- ihone in the days of Henry IV. or Lewis XIV.—- 

iariiy ; Ncvcrthciefs, in the career of their conquefts many points, 
and a large ihare of their fuccefles, are to be attributed to 
other caules than to their valor. We have fecn chiefs^ 
deftiiute of experience or merit baftiing^ the wifdom and 
talents of heroes confummate in the military art. We 
have feen the Carmagnole Bands, foldiers of a day, make 
their triumphant entry into whole provinces, while all the 
difcipline of the combined legions of Auftria, Hungary, 
and Pruilia, could not impede their progrefs. The milii- 
tary fcience acquired by thofe veteran bands in camps and 
under the tuition of the greateft captains, appears to have 
been ufelels. In fpite of the arts of a Cohoru or a Vau- 
feaii, citadels have fallen at the fight of the new conquer- 
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ors; and if a battle is fought, one only vlftory, or even 
a defeat, will acquire whole provinces to their new do^ 
minion, that would have coll: long and painful compaigns 
to a Marlborough or a Turenne. Another prodigy prefles 
Oil our Jiotice. Thefe Jacobin conquerors are received 
like brethren by^he vanquiflied nations,and theirhgions 
are fwoln in the very places where thofe of any oilier 
power would dwindle into nothing. They impofe the 
tiar/lieft of yokes on their new fubjefts, are guilty of eve¬ 
ry fpecies of extortion, devaftation, and facnlege, over- 
turning all laws human and divine, yet are nevertheljfs ^ } 

received with as loud acclamations by the multitude, as 
if it was their Saviour that approached. Thefe certainly 
are phenomena that the hiftorian would in vain attempt 
to illuftrate were he only acquainted with the vifinle ar¬ 
mies of the Seed, To unfold thefe myfteries, let us bold- Its ceneral 
Jy declare itj the Se6l and its plots, its legions of fecret caufe. 
cmKTaries, have every where preceded the armies and their 
thunderbolts of war. It had infeded ilates with its prin¬ 
ciples long before it fent either its Puhegru's or Buona- 
Parte^s to attack them. Its rneans once prepared, traitors 
were to be found in the fortreffes to open the gates \ they 
were to be found in the armies, and in the councils of 
princes, to render the plans of attack or defence abortive. 

Its fubterraneous Clubs, Lodges, Correfponding Socie¬ 
ties, Journals, and Propagandifts, had already difpofed 
the populace and prepared the way. The day will come 
when nations (hall have written the hiftory of this age. 

Does it not already appear, that each of them will have 
to dedicate many pages of that hiftory to unfold the trea- 
ibns of which it has. fallen a vit 3 :im, to enumerate the 
traitors that it has been obliged to puniih, or to deferibe ' 
the means employed to avert the threatening fiorm. In 
order to point out the main-fpring of all thefe machiua- 
jtions, I {hall turn back to thofe days when the French 
Revolution was firft rifing into exiftence. 

The adepts of revolutionary Equality and Liberty had Manifes- 
buried themfelves in the Lodges of Mafmry. At the ‘he 
commencement of the Revolution a manifefto is iii’ued 
to all the MafQ 7 ilc Lodges^ and to all the Dhriflories (w’ho Paris • 
are to make the proper ule of it among all the brethren 
of Europe)j by the central Lodge of France, the Gratid 
Orient of Paris, the fecond Areopage of illuminilni. By 
this manifefto, and in virtue of fraternity, all the Lodges 
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« arc fummoned to confederate togethery to unite their 
efforts to maintain the revolution; to gain over to it,in 
all parts, friends, partizans, and protestors; to propa- 
gate the flame, to vivify the fpirit, to excite zeal and 
ardor for ity in every Jiate^ anj. by every means in their 
power This is an indifputable fa6t; it was fenteven 
into England, where the Lodges were leafl: difpofed to 
fecond it. It was difperfed throughout the Lodges in 
Germany, j.nd Jofeph II. got poflbflion of one flgned 
Philip of Orleans.^ 

Never did any government publilh an edicEt fo effica* 
cious. Immediately all the adepts in their public prints 
begin to cry up the revolution and its principles. In Hol¬ 
land Paulus publiflies his Treatife on Equality; 
in England, his Rights of Man ; Carape^ in Germany, 
his French Citizen; and P/^i/^-Kiiigge even outdoes 
himfelf in his Profejfton of Political FaitL-^ In Italy 
Gorani appears; in ihort, every nation has its apoftle of 
Equality, Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People. Thefe 
incendiary produ6lions, with thoufinds of oth;;rs, are dis¬ 
tributed among the'people, and are even thrown by ftealth 
into the cottages. Thefe were but the general means of 
the Sedt. Men who defpife the powers of opinion, or of 
public error, may fmile at fuch revolutionary means; but 
great confpirators knew too well how to appreciate them. 
The title of French Citizen now becomes their foie title 
of Nobility, and Cainpe^ Paine y and Cramer y with many 
others who diftinguiihed themfelves by their incendiary 
writings, are thus rewarded for their villany. Obfeure 
v/riters, but fanatic liluminees, are called from the bot¬ 
tom of Germany, fuch as Nimisy Dorfehy BlaUy to com¬ 
pile in Paris periodical papers, that are to fpread the re¬ 
volutionary enthufiaftn beyond the Rhine. They are 
furrounded by a Leuchjenringy a Rebbrnamiy a 
many with many other adepts, who flocked to contrive 
the treafons that were to extend their conquefts in thofe 

* See Hoffmanns Avis Important, Vol. J. Se<fl. XIX. 

f This work alone might fuffice to prove, thpt if Philo* 
Kniggedid really abandon the Order of the liluminees, he con¬ 
tinued at lead to propagate their principles. Should the reader 
willi for a more ftriking proof, he will find it in tlie hiftorical 
•Enioeium upon him, wiitten by the Jacobin George Frederic 
Rchhman 72 ,\i\\o alfo wrote the Eulogy of Rohefpierre. (See hit 
'Schlldva 'chtey VoL L Art* Knigge, and France, 
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countries where the other adepts were preparing the opin¬ 
ions. So well did they know the importance of being 
mafters of the public opinion, that to conquer it by means 
of their Propagandlfts, Journalilts, and other writers, they 
fpent no lefs than thu'ty millions of Livres during the 
firll year of their incurlions and during 1797 ; they la- 
Viihed twenty-one millions for the fame purpofe.^ 

Let us then follow the army, and combine its marches Plots that 
with the progrels of the Se 61 : and the motions of its apos- V'repare 
ties. Let us follow them into Germany, into Belgium, 

Holland, Spain, in fhort, wherever its arms have triumph- 
ed; and we fhall then fee whether the revolution does beraiany* 
not owe the progrefs of its arms as much to the occult 
adepts, as to the courage of its vidlorious bands. 

Of all the French Generals no one, perhaps, was more f 
inflated with his fuccciTes than Cuftinej and certainly 
he had little feafon to expect them, as he was deftitute^ 
of thofe talents and that intrepidity which denoies the 
great General. Neverthelefs, Europe with aflonifhment 
beheld him in one campaign making hiqifelf maiter of 
Worms, Spire, and even Mayence. But when Europe 
foall know how thefe conquefts were prepared, its aflon- 
ifhment will fubfide, and its indignation will arife againil 
the treacherous offspring of iS*/)^/T<3’r«j-Wcifiiiaupt. 

Condorcet, Bonneville, and Fauchet, had marked out 
each department of correfpendence for their propagan- 
difts. Scralbourg was the center, or directory for the 
union and communication between the German and 
Freiich adepts. The Chiefs of lllumlnized Lodges, 

Stamm and ; who, together 

with the llluininee ]3ietrich, has ju(Hy obtained the 
furname of the GuUlotiner of Alface, had diftinguiflied 
themfelves in that province and at Strafbourg. Beyond 
the French frontiers thecorrefponding adepts for Worms 

Spire are the Calvinilt minifler Endeman, the Syn¬ 
dic Belifaritis-^^TZ^sox^^ the Canon Cyril (of Alexan¬ 
dria) ScHV/EiciCARD, Zeno (oflharjes) Kobler,/.;/- 
ANSON, / 7 r^/ 7 /«i-HuLLEN, the Canon 

With refpe<ft to the 30,ocojooo fee Dumourier’s Memoirs^, 

for the 31,000,000, that are included in the accounts of 
this year, the ufe to which they were put, was betrayed by 
one of ihofe deputies whom* the Pentarques wiflied to banifli 
to Cayenne. .. 
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WiNCKtEMANN, and particuliirly the profeflbr Boh* 
MER at Worms. Thcfe adepts are in dole connexion 
lA'ith the.ciub at M.iyence, headed by a man on whom 
the defence of the t Jwn was chiefly to depend, the Lieu^ 
tenant-Colonel of Engineers Eickenmayer, together 
with MetternicHjBenzel, Kolborn, VedekinB 
Blau, Hauser, EorsteRjHauft, and Nimis; It is 
with regret that rfully the page of hiltpry with fuch names; 
but proofs a e nccell'ary, and ^perhaps no one more appo- 
ilte can be adduced, than to Ihow that the very names of 
the vileft traitors are known."* 

Long before this had all thcfe adepts been occupied 
with the plan of delivering up the left bank of the Riinc 
and the fortrefe of jVlayence to the jacobins; they had 
been difpofing the minds of the inhabitants of the towns 
and country towards the revolution by the encomiums 
* vvhich they were contlnuailypronouncingonit. No fooner 
doesCuffine take the field, than his Aid-de-Camp, fince 
become his hiftorian, deferibes him as placing all the confi¬ 
dence in Stammy the famous adept of Stralbourg, Soon af¬ 
ter a deputation of the principal liluminees invite Cujline 
to advance into the countryydin^ afTure him that by fo do¬ 
ing he will meet the wijhes of the majority of the inhabit^ 
aj:ts, Theyaddedjthat jhoutdhe be tineafy as to the means of 
furmounting certain apparent dificiiltieSythey couldaJJ'ure 
‘ hhuy that they and their friends had power enough to en^ 
gage to re?nove them all\ that they were the organs of a 
numerous fociety entirely devoted to hitiiy and aSiuoted by 
the greaieji %eal for his fuccefs*f At the head of this 
deputation is the adept and,together with Stammy 

he is entrufted with the whole confidence of the Gene^. 
ral. 7 'hefe adepts, in conjunction with the fubordinate 
deputies, now take the whole direction of the jacobin ar¬ 
my; they lead it into Worms, and propofe next to carry 
it againfi: Mayence. Cuftme is in a tremor at the idea of 
fuch an enterprise; the adepts infiil, and he at length re- 
foives to Jet his army proceed againll this Bulwark of the 
empire. But at the very fight of its ramparts his fears 
feize him again; the brethren footh him,"and di(2:ate the 
fummons that he is to fend General Gimmchf 'Ehe an- 
fwer he receives makes him prepare for his retreat even 

* See Avis Important, Se» 51 . XV. 

f Cuiline's Memoirs> Voi. I. Page 46, 47. 
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before he had thought of am attack, when, to! during the 
night a letter from the brethren in Mayence to the .adept 
Bohmer transforms his fears into hopes of fuccefs. This 
letter llated, that the friend who enjoyed all the confix 
dence of the comman Jer was determined to emplcy all his. 
influence to perfuade him of the impcjjibility of defending 
the place'y that the brethren had lo zuorked upon the in-^ 
habitantSy that it would only need to add a few more 
threats iii the next fummons that was made. Faithful cd 
his inftruclions, Cuftine affumes the tone of a conquer¬ 
or, who has- prepared a general affault, and is on the eve 
of delivering Mayence over to piUage and all the fu¬ 
ry of the fjldiery in crife of reliRance. The illuminized 
friend^ or the Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers Eicken^ 
mayery who enjoyed the whole confidence of the Com¬ 
mander, and the Baron SteiKy the Pruiiian Envoy, joirt 
in their etFarts to prove to the Council of War that it 
was impofiible to defend the place (and this again It an 
enemy wiio had not the means to attack it, and who was 
adluiilly determitied to take to flight fhould he meet with 
refinance )i The other brethren fpread the-alarm among^ 
the inhabitants. The brave Audujar. and his eleven 
hundred Auftrians are indignant, but in vain; the capi- 
tuhtion is ligiied, and Cuftine, with an army of i8,ooa 
men, deilicute of heavy artillery, trembling left he fliould 
not be able to make his retreat with fufficient fpeed fhould 
he buc m-^et with reiiftance, obtains pofTefTion, v/ithin 
the ipace of three days, and without firing a {hot, of thofe 
very ramparts that had ftruck him with lb much terror. 
In fuch a manner are towns taken in which the Sc£^ pre¬ 
dominates.* 

' Lee the hiftorian follow Cuftine and his fucceiTors to 
Frankfort, and he will find in the neighborhood of that 
town a principality of Ifenbourgy he will there learn how 
the Sec't can proteft its adepts. Every part around this 
fm.ili principality had been ravaged; but this little town 
was the feat of the Council for the Illuminees, where 
Pitfch prefided. It was from this place that all the ne- 
celiary inftru£lions were fent for thejacobin army,which 
in return reyered the * faniftuary of Ifenbourg, and even 
the lure of pillage could not attract the foldiery. But 
$■ 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Pa{?e9i, and Defodoard's Hiftory of the 
French Kevoiution," Vol. i. Book II. No. a4» 



ANTISO.CIAt gonspiracy; 


a88 


Con fp: ra¬ 
cy foi rlie 
Cis K he¬ 
rs aie Re- 
pubiic* 


ConfpK?- 
cy in Bel¬ 
gium* 


v?hen Pitfch and his council difappear^ the charm ceafes, 
and the fertile plains of Ifenbourg are ravaged. 

, The armies are overthrown and driven from May- 
encej but the union of the brotherhood does not fulfer,' 
and the Se£l: prepares new means of fuccefs for the revo-. 
lutionary armyi Some of tbefe Confpiring adepts difap- 
pear for a time, and, then return to Mayence, while others 
are received in Paris, there, in conjuii^ion with thepen- 
tarques, to devife new means for retaking that town, 
which now appears to bid deSance to all the Cuftines of 
the revolution5 and foon after Europe, with aftonifh- 
ment, learns that Mayence with the whole left bank of 
the Rhine is once more fubjedfed to the revolutionary 
power. At firft it is the Cis-Rhenane Republic, then it 
becomes the ftmple department of the Parifian Republic. 
But the adepts are to be recompenfed for having effected 
by their black arts of Illuminifm, that which the Pen- 
tarqaes muft have defpaired of, notwith{landing the bra¬ 
very of their troops. The profeffor Metiernich had been 
employed as Dire^orial CommilTary at Fribourg* Hoff-- 
man is now inftalled Receiver General on the Rhine, 
With a falary of fifty thoufand livres* Rebbmann^ the pa- 
negyrift of Robefpierre, is created head of the Cis-Rhe- 
nane judicature. We next find adling in concert with 
the above-mentioned, the Privy Counfellor to the Elec¬ 
tor of Cologn Kemph^ and his co-illuminees the Profes- 
for Gerhard\ the Advocate IVatterjal^ and the Artiil 
Conrad j and that my reader may know by what men re¬ 
volutions may be brought about, I will name the taylor 
Brizen^ the cobler TheUJeUy the grocer Fiilgel^ the haifT 
drefler Broches^ and the alehcufe-keeper Rhodius,\ 
Other plots of the Seci will bring us back to Germa¬ 
ny again; but in the mean time Dumourier triumphs 
over the Rational y hero of Verdun, and flies to take pos- 
flflion of Belgium. Let eternal darknefs hoyer round 
the machinations that gave this General more time to 
collefl: his fcattered troops than was fuflicientfor a vido- 
rious army to proceed to Paris, and deliver the unfortu¬ 
nate Lewis. Let no reader pretend to alfociate the reign¬ 
ing Duke of Brunfwick with the brotherhood of the mo- 

* Appendix to the Ultimate of Mafonry, Page 17, and 
Memoii s. 

t Memoirs on Mayence.. 
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dern Spartacus. I have pofitive proof that he detefts 
them; I alfo know, that Frederic William III. has given 
various proofs, notvvithftanding he may have been play¬ 
ed upon by another fpecies of Illuminees, that he ha¬ 
ted and abhorred the diforgani'zing jacobins. But his 
councils are under the direction of other councils. 5/r- 
chofswerder v<?ls zt Berlin; Luchefini held correfpond- 
ences ; the adepts are in the Dicajierei (the Offices.)-—? 
Their influence is moft formidable, and the Se£l has al¬ 
ready declared, that it will be far Jtrongcr when once in 
poJfeIJion of the Offices and Councils under the Prince^ 
than if they had initiated the Prince hinifelf The day 
may come that will explain the enigma of this famous 
retreat made at the time when all Europe v/as at the 
height of expediation, and daily awaited the lafl: accounts 
of its triumphs;'meanwhile I (hall proceed to unfold 
myfteries that, hitherto unknown, have led us to view 
Dumourier as conquering Belgium in the fields of Je- 
mappe. Here at leafi: the laurels are to be divided, for 
the confpiring Se£l has borne a larger fhare in this con- 
queft than his armies; and it was in London, rather 
than at Jemappe, that the Auftrian Netherlands were 
conquered. 

The Se(Sl: had its Lodges in Brabant, and Fandernoot 
had brought over his party to them. He knew that the 
brethren fought to reprefent the French revolution in 
fuch colors as to make the people eager in its caufe; he 
was alfo acquainted with thofe Lodges that had addrefied 
the National AflTembly, humbly petitioning for their re¬ 
volutionary Equality and Liberty. Fandernoot was then 
in London, under the name of Gobeferoix, An emiflary 
from the Parifian club, he was profecuting his plots, to¬ 
gether with Chauvelin^ Perigord Atitun^ Nocl^ Bomet^ 
and eight other adepts, fent to fpread the revolutionary 
principles in England. Fandernoot entrufted himfelf to 
perfons with whofe principles he was not fufficiently ac¬ 
quainted ; but they knew him w^ell; he betrayed his fe- 
cret, and thus the whole myftery is come to light. Dur¬ 
ing the difputes, and even warfare, carried on between 
the Belgians and Jofeph II. the greater part of them 
certainly had not the moft dh'lant idea offubjed^ing their 
country to the revolutionary principles of the Jacobins^ 
but the Se6l had its partizans, and tliefc adepts left no 
means untried to perfuade the people that the £ble refourcc 
O o 
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% recoveping their liberty was to unite with the French. 

I was well acquainted v/ith thefe plans (faid Vander« 

“ noot to his confidant); no fooner were we informed of 
what had paffed between the Duke ofBrunfwick and 
Dumourier, than we immediately wrote to Paris and 
“ to the army. 'Fhe meiTenger brought us back the plan 
of the campaign, and a copy of the manifefto that Du- 
mourier was to publilli ort his entry into the Low 
Countries. I faw that the plan had been exaftly copi- 
‘‘ ed from that followed by Cuftine in his extortions in 
“ Germany. I forefaw that fuch a plan would appal all 
“ the etr'orts of our people^and would only ferye to league 
“ the inhabitants againft the French, whereas if they 
would but follow my ideas, derived from the knov/- 
ledge I had of that people,, and of their difpofitions, I 
v*^ould anfwer for their feconding the French invaiion^ 
iijid that it would infallibly turn out fuccefsful* At the 
requefl: of Chauvelin and Noel, I drew up the plan to- 
be followed, and wrote the manifefto that was to bo 
publifhed, framing it according to the local’knowledge 
and experience I had aco^uired > and the whole was im- 
mediately fent off to Paris. They were both adopted 
on the fpot. Dumourier did not change a fyllable of 
‘‘ the manifefto that I had written in Portman Square. 

The people, gained over by our agents, and by this 
“ manifefto, threw themfelves into our arms,and Flanders* 
“ was taken,'’ 

No reader can expefl* that I ftiould name the perfons 
to whom Vandernoot had thus opened his plans ^ of this 
much, however, I can affure the public, that the v»'hoIc 
was laid before the miniftry, who fora time fuffered No¬ 
el, Vandernoot, and their accomplices to remain in Lon¬ 
don, but keeping a clofe watch over them until they were 
fent ehevvhere to confpire and profecute their vile machi¬ 
nations, againft nations that they dared not meet in the 
open field. 

Jn llol- Next to the conqueft of Belgium came that of Hol- 
iand. land; and with equal aftoniftiment has Europe feen the 
formidable bulwarks of that republic falling at the ap¬ 
proach of the Jacobin armies. Here again we muft re¬ 
fort for the caufe to the dark recefles of the Se(£f. The 
> apoftles of Illuminifm had been laboring in Holland ever 
fmee the year 1781.^ T he immenfe fums of money 

* Original Writings, and Philo’s Report* 
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drawn from thofc countries were not the only fuccefles 
of the Sedi:. The Stadtholder had already learned, to his 
coil, how much they could envenom fa£l:ion and Ibditionj 
the French revolution then came to raife their expedta- 
tions and ftimolate their labors^ The Lov/ Countries 
had for a fecond time received their Jacobin conquerors.. 
The Engliih army fell back to the frontiers of its an^ 
oient ally to vindicate its liberties from the attempts of 
•the enemy. Its efforts, however, are ufelefs, for Holland 
no longer wills the liberty of the true patriot, it wills that 
of the Jacobin. Its wiflies ihali foon be complied with 5 
the brethren of Paris (hall didlate the law in Amfterdam, 
^nd (hall feize on its riches j the commerce of Holland 
(hall be annihilated; its colonies wreded from it^ and 
foon (hall it rank among the powers of Europe, only as 
the firft flave of the Gallic Penurques. No matter. Let 
Pichegru approach, for he is the objedl of their wi(hes ^ 
and the defenders of their true liberty may feek their fafe- 
ty in retreat; for the countries they wilh to defend are 
replete with plots againft them and confpiracies in favor 
of the revolution. In Amfferdam alone the Sedl has no 
lefs than forty clubs., and each club has the diredfion of two 
hundred reyolutiouifts. The eledt of thsfe clubs form 
two committees, the central and the correfponding com¬ 
mittees; and this latter holds correfpondence v ith bre¬ 
thren both within and without the territories of the re¬ 
public. Thefe are rubje< 9 : to a fupreme council, the true 
Areopagites, whofe relblves are tranfmitted to the difpers- 
cd brethren. Perfons who watched over the public wel¬ 
fare have acted the parts of affociates in hopes of diving 
into the myfteries; but the ferutators at Amfterdam were 
as crafty as thofe of Munich, and thefe adepts could nev¬ 
er penetrate beyond the firft myfteries, while other clubs 
were compofed of men well known by the Sedt to be the 
firmed advocates for Jacobin Equality and Liberty. 

fleputies from Leyden are delegated to the central 
committee; and the brotherhood at Leyden had made a 
greater progrefs in proportion, both in numbers and fe- 
dition, than it had at Amfterdam. The adepts of ( 7 - 
irecht were (fill more ardent revolutionifts than either. 
The vigilance of government, and the neighborhood of 
the armies, had put them to flight; tlie chiefs, however, 
affembled together in country-houfes, and their delibera¬ 
tions were tranfmitted to the Areopage at Amfterdam.— 
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Rotterdam appeared to be neuter; but it held a neutral*^ 
ity that only waited the propitious moment for declaring 
in favor of Jacobinifm. The minifler and adept Mareux 
had made the conqueft of three fourths of the inhabitants 
of Maarden, The com miffary Aiglam would have been 
reftlefs had he known of a fingle inhabitant of Haarlem 
that vvas not devoted to the adepts of Arnfterdam.* 

The better to conduct the proceedings of the fa£tion, 
the French convention had fent a fecret agent of the name 
of Malabar to rehde at Amfterdam; he had two aco¬ 
lytes, called VArcheveque and Aiglam, At once enjoy*- 
ingthe confidence of Pichegru (then advancing with his 
victorious army) and of the rebels in the interior, Mala¬ 
bar never apppeared but at the meetings of the Areopa-^ 
gites, where he dictated the refolves. U Archeveque and 
Frefine were employed ip carrying on the correfpondence 
v/ith Pichegru. in Amfterdam and Haarlem, Aiglam was 
iiifpedlor-general of the fubterraneous arfenals whither 
the brethren were to Rock for arms on the fignal given. 
—Should they ftand in need of the protedtion of the ma-* 
giftracy, the adept Dedelle was burgo-mafter. If funds 
were wanting, the counting-houfes of lexier^ Coudert\ 
and Rottereau^ are open to them, befides the treafures of 
the Je.w Sportas^ a moft vehement revolutionift^ Among 
the clubifts the adepts Gulcher and Lapeau diftinguilh 
themfelves, as do Latour and Peri£e among their ar^ 
mourers. Next in queftof enthufiafts who iJiall declaim 
to the populace, we meet the adepts lermache^ Lekain^ 
Milliner^ Schneider^ and many others. On their general 
roll-call they count 40,000 men ready to march out to 
meet the advancing jacobins, or to charge in the rear the 
armies of the allies, and thofe legions that might ft ill re¬ 
main faithful to their duty. Nothing now was wanting 
but a general capable of diredling their march; and Eu^ 
JJace was fent from Paris*—On a fudden the vigilance of 
the Englifti minifter and of the Duke of York feemed to 
have counteracted this confpiracy, that had been fo well 
concerted; and the government was informed of the whole 
plot. Malabar^ the hero of the myfteries, La Toiir^ Fre* 
fine^ and about thirty more confpirators, were arreftedj 
even Eujlace was among the prifoners, and all true citi- 

^ Extraof a Secret Memorial, writteti a few months be¬ 
fore lue invafion of Holland. 
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^cns thought themfelvcs delivered from the Jacobin 
fcourge. Proclamations were ifiuecl, forbidding any meeN 
ings of clubs under any pretext whatever; but, in defi¬ 
ance of the magiftrates, the clubilts publifh a coiinter- 
proclamatioHj inviting the brethren to take arms and 
rather to die than abandon their clubs. In vain does the 
Eriglifh general demand that thefe perfons {hould be de¬ 
livered up to him, that he might fecure their perfoiis; the 
SedI even fiicceeded in getting the American mini iter to 
reclaim Euftace, under pretence that he vvas a fubjedt of 
the United States, The others are brought to trial, and 
are condemned to be exiled into thofe very towns by 
which the Jacobin army was to enter the republic, and 
Willemfladt, Breda, Berzenopzoom, Nimeguen, Gor- 
cum, Utrecht, and Amilerdam, fall, juft as Mayence had 
done before them. Moft certainly, had Pichegru no other 
claims to military glory than this conqueft, he might, 
with Dumourier and Cuftine, write, ^ I came^ Ifaw^ 
and I conquered*^ but it was becaufe, in place of enemies 
to combat, I found none but adepts to embrace.’^ 

Means of another fpecies will explain the triumphs of In Spain, 
the Sedt in Spain, The brave Ricardo had rcitored 
the Caftilians to their ancient valor; he had threatened 
to retaliate on the captive Jacobins, for the cruelties ex- 
ercifed on the French emigrants that fell into their hands. 

The Aqua Tophana immediately liberates the Sedl from 
fo fierce an enemy; he dies by poifon. The bulwarks of 
Spain fall like thofe of Holhuid at the approach of the 
legions of Equality and Liberty, Reddkleon fells the 
fortrefs of Figueras for a million oflivres. He values his 
treafon too highly, and going to Paris he receives his mil¬ 
lion iti afiigiiats, then only worth 48,000 livres. He 
complains, and in compenfation is fenc to the guillotine, 
for the Se6l need not buy traitors at fo exorbitant a 
price. His treachery, however, left Spain at the diferetioa 
of the JacobiiiSi Tliat unhappy country fought to buy 
peace, and for a time it is fuffered to enjoy a truce; buc 
every thing, feems to denote, that the brethren have mads 
a fufficienc progrefs to leave the taflc of eftablifhlng the 
reign of Equality and Liberty to the adepts of the inte¬ 
rior, without refortiiig to arms. 

In Portugal the adepts dare not as yet throw off Portu* 

gal. 


* Extrafl of a Secret Memorial. 
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but at foine future day the Court may judge prop, 
cr to publiiii the correfpondence found among the pa. 
pers of the Brabanter Se£-r^. This propagandift had 
been thrown into the prifons of Lifbon. The brethren 
had not forgotten the doflrine of the they 

fend a matirefs to the prifoner, anid a razor is concealed 
within it. The wretched Segre underftands the meaning 
of the SeS, and the next morning is found weltering in 
hit; biood on this very mattrefs. 

It tranfpired, however, that the confpiracy in which he 
had engaged aimed at nothing lefs than the deftrudlion of 
the royal family, and the total overthrow of the ftate. It 
was further aiTerted that a correlpondence between him 
aiid the Prince of Peace was found among his papers, 
and that the Spanifli minifter, informed of his arreft im¬ 
mediately claimed it; but the court of Portugal returned 
for aiiiwer, “ That fince God had in his goodnefs pre- 
ierved the ftate from the greateft misfortune with which 
it had ever been threatened, her Moft Faithful Majefty 
v/ould only treat of this bufinefs with his Catholic Ma. 
jefty himfeif.’" But even fhould this fa6t be well authen. 
ticated, are we not fufBciently aware of the intrigues of 
the Se-it? Does it not frequently procure fccret commis. 
hons from rninifters, and then, under pretence of tranfacl- 
ing the bufinefs of that ilate, profecute the moft viilanous 
plots ? It is fufticient for us to have ftiewn the Se6I con. 
fpiring in Portugal; the public papers deferibe it as con^ 
fpiring in like manner at Turin and at Naples. ^ 

AtNaples. Here again the fecrecy of courts has debarred us from 
the details. At Naples atteftations were taken refpeefting 
the guilty, and the proofs were acquired. By the orders 
of his Majefty, all the documents relating to the confpira-i 
cy had been collcited and compiled by a magiftrate of great 
merit and known integrity, Mr. Key, the fame perfon 
w^hom Lewis XVI. had intended for minifter of the po¬ 
lice of Paris. From thefe it appeared, that many noble¬ 
men had been led to join in a confpiracy againft the royal 
family, while the occult adepts of this confpiracy were to 
make away with thefe fame noblemen, immediately after 
the deftruction of the royal family. The King and the 
Cbieeii of Naples both chofe to fhovv their clemency to 
thi chief confpii ators, and rather let them preferv^c life in 
confinement, than fetid them to the fcaftold v/hich muft: 
have been the inevitable confequence of a public trial.— 


/ 
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The policy that has buried in darknefs the details of this 
confpiracy, has not, however, deprived us of this proof of 
the univerfality of the confpiracies of the Se£f- 

In purfuit of its plans, the Se6l marches triumphantly jn all Tfa- 
to Milan, Venice and Rome. Its armies entered Italy ly, ann in 
with Buonaparte, even more deftitute of every thing that the armies 
canenfure victory, than thofe which had entered Germa- 
ny under the command of Cuftine. But numerous le¬ 
gions flocked to their ftandards; and the banks of the Po, 
if we except Mantua, are as well prepared for the revo¬ 
lution as were thofe of the Rhine. Tliis will ceafe to be 
a matter of of furprife to thofe who v^ill reficiSl that Wei- 
fhaupt had fent his apoftles thither, and that Knigge and 
Zimmerman had long iince boafted of the progrefs of 
the illiimiiiizing recruiters in * thofe parts. If we turn 
back to their reports, we (hall find that the MaTonic 
Lodges had, like thofe of Germany, been initiated into 
the lafl myfteries; and the triumphs of Buonaparte vjill 
be found to be not more aftonifhing than thofe. of Cus- 
tine. Were it nccelTary to explain how the valor of the 
Archduke Charles, or of the veteran bands of Auftria, 
was rendered fruitlefs when in prelence of the Jacobin 
troops; whence it arofe that the faftnefles of countries 
could fcarcely ferve the wifdom of a prince fo worthy of 
being the leader of heroes; it would not be fufficient to 
fay, that the adjutant-general F'ljhcr was accufed of hav¬ 
ing received one thoufand pounds a month from the Pen- 
tarques; or, that, to ftifle all profecution, and baffle any 
attempt that inight be made to induce him to difeover the 
number or quality of his accomplices, he had recourfe to 
that grand means of Dluminifm the Patet exitus^ and 
poifoned himfelf. No; the reader niufl reflect:, that the 
Seift had long lince been educating its adepts for the ar¬ 
mies, procuring poflefiion of the Dicajleres-, and thus 
preparing for a future day, when they forefaw that trea¬ 
chery and cowardice v/ouid ferve them in the armies,of 
princes.^ 

^ * Juft as this flieet was going to the prefs a publication, en¬ 
titled, Les Nouveaux Inierets de PEurope, fell into iny bands, 
and the following paflage appeared to me fo very applicable to 
our fiihjeft, that 1 have extracted it; “ The Emperor has been 
blamed for figning the preliminaries of Leohen, on the 18'h 
of April, 1798. This certainly appears to have been done 
V precipitately: but are thofe who blame him acquainted wlih 
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Need we explain why the revolutionary legions pro¬ 
ceeded to Rome? Certainly but little refiftance could bo 
made there. An aged pontiff raifing up his hands to hea¬ 
ven, offering up his prayers for the peace and welfare of 
the faithful, makes every faerifice that of his faith except- 
ed^ in hopes of mollifying the obdurate hearts of thofe bar¬ 
barians. Buonaparte, no ftranger to his virtues feigns a 
veneration for them. But Pius VI. is the chief of that 
religion of Chrift which the Sedt has fworn to crufh, and 
Rome is the centre of it."^ From the very hrft moment 

the reafons that induced him to take that flep? The Empe- 
l or had been informed by Brother^ the Archduke Charlesy 
“ of the had dtfpofitlm of a gi'eat part of the ojfcers of bis ar^ 
??iy of Italy, He kne^iv that both at Veroiia a?id Padua they 
“ ojfeUcd to wiitate the French in their difeourfe^ ?nannersf 
and fenthnents ; it feejned as if they needed but the tri-colonr-* 
ed cockade to make the femblance complete. He nvas adware 
“ that they Jled in the inoji critical mo^nent of an aliion; fo thaty 
in fpitc of excellent generals, of a njjel! appointed faffy and of 
** tne hravef ineny he ^vas akvays obliged to retire. He may, 
** pc!haps, conceivt-d that he was betrayed by thefe fame 
officers: (or it is well knov/n, that Buonaparte, in an unguard- 
ed moment, declared, that the Atfrian arrny coffhtm more 
*‘ than his o'vanf Trams- 

^ V' hen the Author publifhed his Firfi: Volume, or Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy, in the beginning of 1797, and pofitiyely 
declared, the total cverthrc'jo of Chrifianity to be the objedl: 
“ of the Sefif* his aflertion was much cavilled at by thofe who 
were eager that this nation fliould not give credit to an author 
who was about to lay open the tenebrous ramifications of this 
nniverfal confoiracy ; others again were made to believe, that 
the Sedl only aimed at reforming what they chofe to ftyle the 
errors of the Church of Rome. I here call my reader’s atten¬ 
tion to an event that has juft taken place, and he may then judge 
whether the author^was correct when he faid, that the total 
"overthro-iv of Chrifianity was the objeft of the Sedl. In the 
Pi'opa^ateury 6 Bru7nairey Tear 7 (or 15th Oiflober 1798), we 
read, ‘‘ The following is the dilltibution of the edifices (of 
wovfhip) for the ufe of the citizens of Paris, as determined 
by the central admihiftration of the Seine.'' Paris is divided 
into twelve Wards, in lieu of parishes, each having the follow- 
ing churches annexed to them, and which are in future to be 
called Temples : “ Ift. Ward—The church of St. Philip du 
“ Roide confecrated to Concord, li. The church of St. Roche 
“ to Genius. Hi. St. Euftache to Agriculture. IV. St. Germain 
L’Auxerrois to Gratitude. V. St* Lawrance to Old Age* 
** VI. St. Nicholas in the Fields to Hymen, VH. St. Merry to 
“ Commerce, Viil. Sr. Margaret to Equality ^zWLibertv. 
“ IX. St. Gervais to T'outh* X. St. Thomas of Aquin as to 
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r/ the revolution the adepts had made no fecret of their ha¬ 
tred againft Rome and its pontiff. I was prefent when 
Gerrutti infolently accofted the Secretary of the Nuncio at 
Paris, faying with a fneer, ‘‘ Take good care of your 
Pope; take good care of this one, and embalm him af- 
‘‘ ter his death j for I tell you, and you may be certain of 
the fa£f, that you will never have another.” This pre¬ 
tender to prophecy little thought that he would be the 
firfl: of the two to appear before the tribunal of that God 
who had promifed that the gates of hell fbould never pre¬ 
vail againft his church. But the who 

had fworn the death of Kings and of the chief Pontiffs, 
ftill furvived; as alfo that multitude of adepts who had 
long fince been fmoothing the way for the legions of im¬ 
piety. Long fince had Rome been the objedl of their 
conlpiracies 5 adepts of every fpecies flock thither; and, 
in fplte of every authority, the pupils of Caglioftro open 
their Mafonic Lodges in that capital. The llluminees 
of Sweden, Avignon, and Lyons, there unite in the mofl: 
fecret and moft monftrous of Lodges, and form the moft 
terrible tribunal for Kings ; that, in fhort, which pointed 
out the Sovereign that was to fall, named the affaflin, 
prepared the poifons, or fharpened the dagger.^ 

Many of Weifhaupt’s adepts were alfo to be found in 
Rome who had been initiated by Zimmerman 5 and the 
reprefentative of a King feconds their efforts againft the 
altar. The Spaniih Monarch is tottering on the throne, 
at the very time v/hen the public papers defcribe Doivi 
Azara, his ambalfador at Rome, felicitating the Jaco^ 


Peace, XI. St. Sulpice to Vi&ory, XIT. St. James-du-hauN 
** pas to Benevolence^ St. Medard to Labor^ and St. Stephen on 
the Mount to filial Piety.^^ This needs no comment, when 
in the hands of a Chriftian reader. Trans. 

* Should the hiftorian of the aflaflination of Guftavus of 
Sweden not be a fufficient voucher for theexiftence of 1 his tri¬ 
bunal (SeSi.IF.)\xhy however,an undoubted fa6V, that the Sedt 
had moft powerful advocates at Rome ; for the Nuncio at A- 
vignon, having ordered the llluminec Pernetti and his adepts 
to leave the country in the fpace of one month, they procured 
from Rome a counter-order (real or forged) permitting them 
to ftay. This bufinefs was followed up at Rome by the arreft- 
ation of an adept, which threw the adepts of Avignon into fears 
that were only removed by the revolution. 
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bins on their coming to drive the Sovereign Pontiff frotn 
his capital. Buonaparte may fend his Lieutenants; their 
triumph will be eafy, for fhame alone coufd impede their 
progrefs ; but they have Rifled every feeling, and feoff at 
the very idea of the rights of nations,' as well as at the 
overwhelming with afliidtion an aged paftor turned of 
fourfcorc.' The upright man and Compallionate heart 
might fhed tears at fuch a fight; but the Jacobin, cal« 
Jous to every feeling, will leap with joy,and thePentarques 
will cornpare their ignominious conqueft to the ftorm- 
ing of ancient Rome by Brennus and his Gauls. Next 
in the feiies ive (hall turn our eyes to a conqueft long 
fince announced in the Lodges of the Templars, Rofi- 
cr ucians and Knights Kadofeh, who had all fworn ven¬ 
geance agaiiift Malta; and the fatal day is now come.' 

At Malta. Left indignation might caufe their fecrets to be difeo- 
vered. the crofs of Malta had for a long time been a badge 
of exclufion for thofe bold Knights from the threfhold of 
the Mafonic Lodges. Nev/ arts will be now employed 
to render their courage iifelefs. The adepts have made 
life of the fnne artifice againft Malta which they had em¬ 
ployed againft the church. So far, faid they, from break¬ 
ing oft'ail connection with thefe Knights, let our adepts „ 
become members of the Order; through their means we 
fhall become rnaftefs of that Ifland that would proudly 
bid defiance to our combined hoftile efforts both'by fea' 
and Lind. Letters from the virtuous and honorable part 
of that community had already prepared us for the catas¬ 
trophe that has fince befallen them ;* they had complained' 
that faife brethren, particularly of the Spanifh and Italian" 
tongues, had gained^adinittance among them.' In the per- 
fqns of Dolomieii^ Bojredon^ and the cowardly Ho 7 npefch^ " 
may the SeCt be faid to have reigned.' Buonaparte ap¬ 
pears ; and, as if the SeCl wifhed to fhew Europe how it 
can carry the moft aftonifhing works of nature and art 
by treafon alone, it did not even give the confpirators a 
cloak for their treachery by the lemblance of a fiege.—' 
The adepts of the exterior fraternize with thofe of the in¬ 
terior, and thus do we learn tliat the fecret arms of the SeCt 
are more terrible than the fire of the embattled legions. 
Let the hero of Malta fet fail for Alexandria: There he 
will alfo find adepts that await his arrival; Then will the- 
Sublime Porte learn how to value thofe rich prefents fent 
by tlie revolutionary tribe, all ftolen from the royal trea- 
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fury of the crown; it will nnderftarid why fiich iinmenfe 
fu ns of money were fquandered in its capital, to buy the, 
neutrality of the Divah, and thus to enable the ScSi to 
wreft from its dominion its more didant provinces: it will 
learn that the Apoftles of the Se<fl were, during its politi¬ 
cal lethargy, dealing along the coaih of Africa, and pene¬ 
trating even into Aha. 

It was at Coiiftantinople particularly that the Seel was At Con- 
to be careful in the choice of its adepts and propagandifts, 
and to adapt each perfon’s million to his talents. To 
fpread the dodlrines of Equality and Liberty throughout 
the dates that had long fince been fubjecSled to the do¬ 
minion of the Crefeent^ it was neceffary to find men well 
acquainted with the language, manners, interefts, and the 
various intercourfe of thofedifFerent nations. In the per- 
fon of the author of the Jahieau de rEmpire Ottoman^ 
or Mouradgea d'Hobfon^ a Greek by birth, former! v in- 
ternuncio, and dince ambafiador from Sweden to the Sub¬ 
lime Porte, the Sei.1 found rdl the requifites for fuch a:i 
undertaking. A^ fird, he did not appear to be fanguine 
in their ca^fe; large lums of money, and penfions then 
at the difpofition of the Committee of PtthUc Safety^ (as 
we are informed by our Memoirs) at length difpel any 
further fhovv of relu6lance: Oii his return to Conftanti- 
nople, Mouradgea places hirnfelf at the head of the Jaco¬ 
bin miiiionaries for the Ead. He was greatly indebted 
for the acquirements that had thus prepared him for this 
new revolutionary career to a Mr. who com¬ 

menced his career as a teacher of languages in Paris; was 
afterwards an afP^ciate with the Baron Tott in Crimea; 
then attached to the French embaily at Condantinople; 
afterwards employed in the Admiralty at Verfiiilles; and 
finally become ProfefTor of the Oriental Tongues at the 
College Royal, For a long time Mr. RufRn refilled eve¬ 
ry temptation to betray the Royal caufe; for he was in¬ 
debted to the king for his education, and for his elevation 
to be Knight of the Order of St, Michael. Similar in¬ 
ducements^ however, make him fofget his obligations to 
his king, and he becc^mes the co-adept of Mouradgea at 
Conftantinople. .Lejpps a young man, and one of rlie few 
furvivors of La Peroufe, was alib animated by fentiments 
of gratitude for Lewis XVI.; but, feduced by the two 
apoTlles, he joins them, and, under the direiiion of this 
triumvirate, one part of the fubaltern agents diileniinate 
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their doftrines among the people of Conftantinople, while 
others fpread themfelves throughout Afia, travel into Per-- 
fia, and to the Indies. Others again preach their rights 
of man in the Levant, while the united forces of the Sedt 
make their defcent on the coaft of Egypt, and teach the 
Ottoman court the fatal elFefts of having negleflied to 
crufli the firffc dawnings of the Seft. 

But a very few years prior to the French revolution, 
the Turks abominated Mafonry, as much as the inhabit¬ 
ants of the Eaft did the Manichaeans for many centuries. 
The Ottoman court v/ould not have fufFered any French 
Religious to have remained at Jerufalem, had it not known 
that it was their conftant rule to refufe to admit any per- 
fon known to be a Free-inafon to vifit the holy places 
that were under their care. There was even an agree¬ 
ment between the Sublime Porte and the Court of France, 
by which the Superior of thefe Religious might and was 
obliged to difmifs from theTcvant any French Conful 
that Ihould dare to eredi a Mafonic Lodge; and I have 
learned from a Religious who was on that million for 
feven years, that the Superior had fometimes exercifed 
this authority. But the revolution has annihilated fuch 
precautions, as well as many others. The Propagandifts 
have crolTed the Mediterranean with their new-fangled 
dodlrines ; they have found brethren in the French mer¬ 
chants, who, under pretence of meeting with friends ia 
all countries, had .got themfelves initiated in the myfteries, 
and hence they needed not Lodges to be recognized. 

Ill Africa; The fucceffes of the brotherhood in France inflamed 
the zeal of the brethren in Africa; and the very manner in 
which the Directory announced the progrefs of Buona¬ 
parte in Egypt fuflicientiy denotes the arts that had been 
employed by the emifl'aries of the Sedl previous to his 
arrival. Should he not (like Pichegru) fall a vidlim 
to the jealoufy of the Pentarques, or (more lucky than 
Brueys) efcape the purfuits of a fecond Nelfon, he will on 
the coalt of India meet with other brethren, who, in the 
Malabar tongue are circulating the Rights of Man^ £- 
qual and Free^ and thofe of the Sovereign ani Legijla^ 
five People* The Englilh General who took Pondicherry 
feized both the types and preflTes employed in dilfemin-v 
ating the principles of the Sedl and their revolutionary 
prod u 61 ions. 

As the plague flies on the wings of the wind, fo 
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their triumphant legions infeiSt America. Their apoftles 
have infufed their principles into the fubmiflive and labo¬ 
rious negroes; and St. Domingo and Guadaloupe have 
bee^ converted into vaft charnel houfes for their inhabit¬ 
ants. So numerous vi^ere the brethren in North Ame¬ 
rica, that Philadelphia and Bofton trembled, left their r/- 
fing conJiituUon J})otdd be obliged to make way for that of 
the great club ; and if for a time the brotherhood has 
been oblig;ed to fhrinlc back into their hiding places; 
they are ftill fufficiently numerous to raife cohesions 
and tranfmit them to the infurgents of Ireland; thus con¬ 
tributing towards that fpecies of revolution which is the 
obje<ft of their ardent wifhes in America.'^ God grant 
that the United States may not learn to their coft, that 
Republics are equally menaced with Monarchies; and 
that the immenfuy of the ocean is but a feeble barrier 
againft the univerfal confpiracy of the Se6l! 

The triumphs of the brotherhood at Geneva, at Ve¬ 
nice, in Holland, and at Genoa, are demonftrative proofs 
that it is not at Monarchs alone that the adepts of the 
Se<ft arm their blows. Nations muft alfo learn, that, whe¬ 
ther Monarchies or Republics, they are all to be com¬ 
prehended within the revolutionary vortex; and that nei¬ 
ther frie^dftiip, alliance, nor the moft paflive obedience, 
can malc^ the lavage confpirators relent. 

In vain did the Swifs Cantons in fome fort forget the InSwitzer* 
dignity of their anceftors ; they were filent under the hu- land; 
miliating treatment of their brethren at Aix, the butche¬ 
ry of their troops at Paris, and the violation of the moft 


* See Irifb Report, No. XIV, —At Qnebec, July 7, 1797, a 
man of the name ot David jyV Lean was tried and condemned 
to fuffer on the zf ft of the fame month j being convicfled of hav¬ 
ing come into Canada, under the difguife of a merchant, with 
a view of raifing the people againft the Government, and to 
deliver over the colony to the French. He had taken all the 
neceflary Reps ; the oath of fecrecy, pikes, and other arms, 
were to be delivered to the people. I'he brethren at Montreal 
and Quebec were by the next fpring to prepare the way for an 
army of 10,000 men that was to be brought over in a French 
fleet, and atrack both tiiefe towns ar the fime time, Mr. A- 
det, the French nilnifter at Philadelphia, was implicated in it; 
thus do the Pentarques convert their emhaftadors into the ring¬ 
leaders of ihe confpiring bands wherever they are received; 
this may be faid to be one of the marking features of Jacobin- 
ifm. 



3^2 


ANTISOCrAL CONSPIRACY; 


facreci treaties even on their own territories. They bor^, 
with refigiiation the infults perpetually offered to them by 
the Jacobin dictators, who would fometimes deign to 
mingle alTurances of fraternity and promifes of peace 
v/ith their outrages. While the armies of the Se<Sl were 
ravaging the neighboring countries, it would lull the cre¬ 
dulous Swifs into a fatal fecurity by their cant of frater¬ 
nity and affedfion; but in the mean time the adepts were 
' laboring in the mountains. Weifhaqpt had.made many 
converts in thofe parts; and a fv/arni of llluminees flock¬ 
ed thither from the Vniverfity of Gottingen^ all ready tp 
profecute the views of the Sedf. Fehr^ curate of Nidau, 
and after him Buggy correfponded with the brotherhoo 4 
in Germany; and the moment was approaching when 
lie was about to receive the price of his zeal by being 
eledfed chief of the revolutionized Canton of Argau.^—^ 
At Lucern Pftffery at Berne IFeifs^dX Bafle prefi- 
ded over the clubs of Equality and Liberty, By various 
artifices, the Jacobins had formed a party of ninety-two 
in the great council of Berne. The Pentarque Rewbel 
feat as auxiliaries from Paris, Maingaitdy MangourityT^ni, 
Guyot\ and in Switzerland (as in Holland and at May- 
ence) fecret correfpondence and fecret iocieties were pre¬ 
paring the way for the armies of the Sedf. Thus^as the 
fate of Switzerland to be fimilar, and an equaWmare of 
glory to redound to the vidfcors.f 

in Sweden; Yet there are monarchies ftill in exiftence, notwith- 
flanding all the efforts of the Seel, True ; but, if we 
except Denmark, whofe neutrality appears to be of too 
great fervice to the Sedl, for it to think of deftroying that 
kingdom at prefenr, what other country is there in Eu¬ 
rope that has not been expofed to the machinations of the 
Seel? Guftavus III. fell beneath the blows of an An- 
karftroem; but this affaflin had come from the great Pa¬ 
ri fian clubo Thofe very perfons who wifh to ifolate this 
murder tell us, that adepts had declared, that they knevy^ 
cj the projected murder of Gufiavus beforehand^ and that 
oil Europe knew of it. Who are thefe men that were fo 
well informed throughout Europe, if not thofe adepts to 
whom the Sedl has made known their determinations 
againft a Prince whofe activity could give them little 

Private Notes on Switzerland, 
t See the Hiflory of this Revolution by Mallet du Pa*. 
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hopes of retrograde movements when he v/as about to 
fight the enemies of monarchy ? When thofe fame wri¬ 
ters caft fufpicions on the Duke of Sudermayiia^ they 
ground their attack, on his being Grand Majier of the 
Swedijh Lodges^ as Orleans was in France. They fur¬ 
ther fubftantiate their charge on the multitude of iilumini- 
ied Mafons that are fpread all over Sweden, and on the' 
horror of their myfteries.' Is -not that telling us, that 
Ankarftroerri was but a mere inftrument of the Se6f, 
which, in recompence for his regicide, erected ftatues to 
him in the Club of the Jacobins? I will hereafter fltovv 
that the adepts had previous knowledge of this foul deed,' ‘ 
and that it had even been clearly exprefTed in the public 
papers. But at prefeiit let uS turn our eyes toward Rullia. 

On the death^of Lewis X VI: the Emprefs of Rullia or- In RulHa; 
dered that all the French widiin her dominions fliould take 
the oath of fidelity to the lawful heir of the Bourbonsj 
and renounce all connexion with France until monarchy 
was reftored; but this was a fruitlefs precaution. The 
Sedt had many adepts in Rullia, whom it had taught to 
feoff at oaths;^ and they only took the oath of fidelity to* 
the monarchy,- that they might the more eafily annihilate 
the Ruffian diadem.’ The confpirators were headed by 
Genet^ heretofore the agent for the cabinet of Verfailles, 
but now become the agent of the Jacobins. The zeal 
With which he ferved his new mafters had already filled 
Peterfburg with clubs compofed of that fpecies of men. 
who, having no homes in their own country, travel to fo¬ 
reign parts in hopes of gaining a livelihood. Hair-drefs- 
ers, Cooks, Valets, Bankrupts, Teachers of the French 
Tongue, and Sireet-porters from Paris, all were com¬ 
bining together to prepare a pike revolution. The moft 
artful and moft violent of the confpirators daringly held their 
meetings in the Hotel of Sir Charles Whitworth^ the 
Engliih AmbafTador at Peterfburg, They met there once 


* Knipge's apoftfes in Coiirland and Llronia had, douhtlefs^ 
extended their million ; and a Kuffian gentleman informed me, 
that one of the great adepts prefided over an academy at Mos¬ 
cow where the young Nobility were educated. Every thing 
feemed to denote an excellent fchool,'when by degrees it was 
obferved, that the ilkiminized Rights of Man was the ground¬ 
work of the fecret lelfons of this great teacher. They were 
obliged to difmifs him, as the only means of reltoring his pupils 
to the true principles of religion and fociety. 
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a month by means of three French fervants, who had been 
recommended to Sir Charles by foine of the party as moft 
excellent chara( 9 :erSi Public fame, and foon after the Am- 
bafiador, informed the Police of this meeting* On mak¬ 
ing enquiries after the adepts, and on feizing their papers 
that had been carefully hidden, it was dilcovered, that 
their plot had been contrived according to the general 
plan and views of the Sedf. At Rome, the brotherhood, 
had made ufe of an Ambaflador of the King of Spain; in 
Ruflia, it is the Secretary of Embafiy and Charge d^Af^ 
fairer from the Court of Sardinia,a Mr. is im¬ 

plicated in their foul projedfs. The adepts were banifhed, 
according to the laws of Ruflia. The diplomatic charac-* 
ter of Mr. Bolli faved him for fomc time from a fimilar 
difgrace; but no fooner was the Czar Paul feated on the 
throne, than he received orders to quit Peterfbiirg in twen¬ 
ty-four hours, and the territories of his Imperial Majefty 
with all pollible fpeed.^ 

in Poland, I Ihiall not dwell long on the labors of the Sedl in Po¬ 
land. Among the number of its Apoftles, I might name 
Bomzeau^ who was fent to Siberia; Duveyrier^ who wrote 
the Praces Verhaux at Paris for La Fayette, and who was 
difcovered at Copenhagen on a fuppofed million for buy¬ 
ing corn, while his real objedl was to vifit the brethren of 
Poland and Ruflia, to ftimulate them; and our Memoirs 
inform us, that on the road he was to make an attempt on 
the life of the Count Artois, juft as the German adepts 
have fince done on that of Lewis X\^I1L Duveyrier was 
accompanied by one Lamarre^ and that Cajiella fince ar- 
refted in company with Semonvllle when proceeding to 
Conftantinople with the plunder of the French crown, in 
hopes of bribing the minifters of that country. But to 
give my reader an idea of the multitude of miflionaries 
employed by the Se6l in Poland, it will fuftice to advert 
to Catnbon*s report, where he owns that it has already coft 
France ftxty millions of livres to fupport the brethren at 
Warfaw. This avowal (hows hov/ the Se<St employs the 
public revenues, little caring whether the creditors of the 
interior are paid, and fending its vifible legions to live on 
contributions levied on the exterior, while it largely pays 
that crowd of invifible adepts and fecret emillaries who 
prepare the way for its triumphs. 


* Extradl from a Memorial on Rullia^ 
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This alfo demonftrates what great ftrefs the leaders of 
the Sc6l laid on the projecSled revolution in Poland; and, 
indeed, had they fucceeded in revolutionizing that coun¬ 
try, the Jacobins might have made a ftrong diverfion on 
the very territories of the moft formidable powers that had 
entered into the coalition. Equality and Liberty would 
have infufed itfelf throughout Ruflia with much greater 
facility. The Pruflian and Auftrian brethren began to 
{how themLlves more openly. Their hopes already feem- 
ed to be crowned with fuccefs; Koikiufko had excited to 
revolt Warfaw, Wilna, and Lublin, The bifliop of this 
latter place, with many other gentlemen, had been hang¬ 
ed; in vain had the unfortunate Poniatowfki endeavored 
to allay the ferocity of the revolution; Poland was advan¬ 
cing rapidly towards its end, and it finifhed by lofing both 
its king and its independence. My objecl is not even to 
hint an opinion on the condudf of the powers who have 
divided that country among themfelves, but to point out 
the univerfal confpiracy of the Se£t. Germany, which 
gave birth to the moft profound adepts of the Sedl, has 
already feverely felt the effedfs of its treachery, but has 
not yet met the fate which the Sedt is preparing for it. 

Jofeph 11 . lived long enough to deplore his miferable InAiifliljl, 
policy. He was lamentirig his philofophifm, and that de- 
teftabtepolicy that had induced him to trouble the inha¬ 
bitants of the Low Countries in the enjoyment of their 
religion, thus breaking the moft folemn treaties and driv¬ 
ing to defpair fubje^fs who deferved a better fate, when 
the manifefto of the Grand Orient came to teach him, that 
his policy had been juft as erroneous in prote£ting the 
Maibnic Lodges, If credit is to be given to Kleiner^s Re^ 
po 7 ty or at leaft to the extraft from it given me by a no¬ 
bleman of undoubted veracity, it was in confcquence of 
this manifefto that Jofeph 11. gave orders to Kleiner to 
get himfelf initiated into the illuminized Lodges, and by 
this means acquired certain knowledge of the Occult 
Myfteries of the Se£f. He then learnt, that the Swediili 
adepts had precifely the fame object in view as the ofF- 
fpring of the modern Spartacus^ and the Mafonic Lod¬ 
ges were the cloaks for botli of them. I have learned from 
a perfon who was frequently in company with the Empcr 
ror, that nothing could equal his vexation, when he favy 
that he had been fo ftrangely impofed upon by men whonv 
he had favored, or when he difeovered that ,far from 
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havtirig himfelf named perfons to the different charges of 
the Jiqte^ he had ofily adopted the choices made by the Se^m 
He then openly declared, that the Free-mafons were no¬ 
thing more than a fet of /harpers and jugglers; he went 
lb far as to attribute all the thefts that had been committed 
on the treafury of the ftate to the Occuh Mafons; he de- 
term'med to exclude them from every employment civil 
and military; he was indignant at feeing an imperium in 
imperio rifing in the ftate. He would have followed up his 
indignation too, had he not learnt that many of his mofir 
faithful fubjedls, and fome even for whom he had the great- 
eft regard, fuch as the Prince Lichtenjieinywere Mafons; 
The greater part of thefe, however, renounced Mafonry. 
Jc^eph had undertaken to deftrov the Lodges and repair 
the errors of his philofophifm, when a premature death 
put a period to his reign. 

Leopold his fuccefibr, wifbing to be informed of the 
nature ai^i progrefs of the Se6t in his new territories, ap¬ 
plied to ProfefTor Hoffman, No man was better able than 
he was to give the defired information, for he had been 
tampered with by the Se 61 :, who, writing to him in the 
moft high-flown phrafes, endeavored to feduce him over 
to the caufe of the revolution; buty on the other fide, 
feveral Mafons, ajhamedof having fallen a prey to thefe^ 
du£iion of the Illuminees^ had difeovered mojl important 
fecrets to him^ and joined with him in baffling the views 
of the Sedl. He had learned from them, that Mirabeau 
himfelf had declared to his confidants, that he carried 
on a moft extenftve correfpondence zuith Germany^ but 
in no part fo extenftve as at Vienna. He knew that the 
revolutionary fyftem was to be extended throughout the 
« univerfe; that France had only been chofen as thefeene 
“ of a firft explofion; that the propagandifts were bufied 
“ in diffeminating their principles throughout every clim- 
ate; that emiffaries were difperfed through the four 
“ quarters of the globe, and particularly in the capitals; 
that they had their adherents, and were particularly ac- 
tive in ftrengthening their party at Vienna and in the 
Aiiftrian dominions, —In lygi he had read, as feveral 
other perfons alfo did, two letters, the one from Paris, 
the other from ^XX2&Qurgydefcribing in cypher the names 
of feven comtniffaries of the Propaganda then reftdent 
at Vienna,, and to zuhorn the new commiffaries were to 
apply, as well jor the wages of their labors,^ as for in^ 
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^ Jiru^ions how to proceed.-^^Ht had alfo feen feveral of 
thofe manufcript news-papers that were fent weekly 
from Vienna, replete with the moft abominable anec- 
dotes againft the court, and with arguments and prin- 
ciples impugning the government.—Thefe papers were 
to contribute toward the diffemination ofjacobinifm 
throughout the towns and villages of the empire, and even 
in foreign countries, as they were fent poft free, and with- 
out even the fubfcription being afked for. He had even 
tranfmitted fome of thefe letters to government. He had 
difcovered the obje£l:of the frequent journeys of the II- 
luminee Carnpe to Paris, and his correfpondence with 
Mirabeau and Orleans. He had acquired certain know^ 
“ ledge of the plans of the German Mirabeau,’’ that is to 
fay, of Mauvillon, who had been Mirabeau’s Infinuator, 
and the fame perfon who had written thus to the Iliumi- 
nee Cuhn [the letter is preferved in the archives at Bruns- 
wn’ck:] The affairs off the revolution go on better and 
better in Frances / hope that in a Jew years this flame 
will be lit up every ivl^ere^ a?id that the conflagration 
will become univerfaU* Then our Order may do 
« great tbings.^^^ Mr. Hoffman alfo knew that this very 
Mauvillon had drawn up a very explicit plan for the 
“ revolutionizing of all Germany; that this plan had been 
tranfmitted to the greater part of the Mafonic Lodges, 
“ and to the clubs of the Illuminees; and that it was cir- 
culated among the Propagandifts and emlffaries, who 
were already employed in exciting to revolt the people 
on the out-pofts and frontiers of Germany.”f While 
this zealous citizen was thus unfolding to Leopold the 
intrigues of the Sect, he correfponded with the Great 
Zimmerman of Bern, who was ever revered by the 
learned, beloved by all good citizens, and only hated by 
the illuminizing Jacobins, becaufe he no foojier became 
acquainted with their myfteries than he warned the Soci¬ 
ety of their dangerous tendency. This learned man was 
alio employed in compofing a memorial for tlie ufe of the 
emperor, on the means of curbing the progrefs of the re¬ 
volution ;J but the Jacobins were aware of the hatred that 
Leopold had conceived for tliem. They knew that the 

* June 1791. 

t Important notice by Hoffman, Vol* I* 19. 
t Hoffman’s Letter in the liudemonia, Vol. VI. No. a. 
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chief inftigator of the treaty of Pilnitz was as much to be 
feared as Guftavus; and they were determined to Jkoix) 
that even an Emperor Jhould not oppofe their plots with 
impunity,^ 

Juil at the time when the two fovereigns were mak¬ 
ing their preparations, the King of Prullia had recalled 
from Vienna his ambafl'ador, the Baron Jacobi Kloejl^ who, 

as the Sc£i fuppofed, was tavorabie to their caufe_The 

Count Haugioits^ who was more decidedly a friend to the 
meafure of the treaty, v/as fent in his ftead. The journal 
ifts of Strafbourg announced this news with the follow¬ 
ing comment: Hence politicians pretend, that the uni- 
on between the two courts will be confolidated. They 
“ are certainly in the right to make the French believe fo; 

“ but in defpotic countries, in thof$ countries where the 
fate of feveral millions of men hangs on a bit of pafie^ 

“ or on the rupture of a little vein^ one can calculate on 
nothing. Let us fuppofe that the court of Pruflia is a 61 :- 
ing honeftly in concert with the court of Auftria (which 
“ is difficult to be believed), oi;that the court of Auftria 
“ is a< 5 ling fo with that of Pruffia (which is ftill more in- 
credible), a ftngle hidigejiion,^ or a drop of blood forced 
from its proper vejjels^ will he fufficient to dijfolve this 

brilliant union,^' -This comment in the Courier of 

Strajhourg^ No. 53, was dated from Vienna, the Q. 6 thof 
February,^ ^79^* Leopold died (poifoned) on the ifl of 
March following, and Guftavus was afiaffinated in the 
night between the 15th and i6th of the fame month.f 
The firft precaution taken by his young fucceflbr was 
to difmifs ail the Italian cooks, that he might not be ex- 
pofed to the fame fate as his father, and fall a victim to 
what is called the Naples broth. More zealous in the caufe, 
Francis II. not only oppofed the Se6I by force of arms, 
but, in order to attack illuminifm in its dark receffes, he 
applied to the diet of Ratifbon in 1794, for a decree to 
fupprefs ail fecret Ibcletics, whether Maibns, Roficrucians, 
or Illuminees, of every fort. They had powerful fupport- 
ers in this firft council of the Empire, and they intrigued 
againft the propofition of the Emperor. They pretended 
that thefe bodies of Illuminees were nothing more than 
litile aflbeiations of fehooLboys, that were very common^ 

* Important notice by Hoffman. 

t Travels of two Frenchinea in the North, Vol. V, ch. li. 
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in the Proteftant univerfities.—Through the organs of 
the Pruffian, Hanoverian, and Brunfwick minifters it was 
objefted, that the Emperor was at liberty to forbid thefe 
different Jodges within his own ftatesj but that, with re- 
fpedt to all others, they could not attempt to curtail the 
Germanic liberty. All that the Emperor could obtain was 
a decree for the abolition of thofe affociations of fchool- 
boys. This decree not only left the great adepts in full 
poffeffion of their lodges, but was alfo unattended to in 
inoft of the colleges, where Illuminifm continued to make 
the moft awful progrefs.^ 


* So late as February lafl: (1798) the magiftrates of Jena, 
were obliged to puniih about a dozen fcholars, who, foimed 
into an affociation calling themfelves dmicijls, were under the 
direction of the adepts. To prepare ihefe youths for the mys¬ 
teries of illuminifm, their fecret fuperiors reprefented the oath 
appropriated to this affociation as the moft facred engagement 
that could be taken and the Jeaft violation of it as being imme¬ 
diately followed by the moft terrible punifliments.—They were 
then queftioned, whether they were fufficienily enlightened to 
believe that they could, njjithotit fcniple, break the oath which 
they had fworn to the fuperior of the college, never to engage 
in any fecret fociety;—whether they believed themfelves fuiii- 
ciently virtuous to accufe themfelves alone, and no other per- 
fon, in cafe the magiftrates fhould puniih them for a breach of 
that oath ;—whether they thought themfelves fufficientiy cou¬ 
rageous to continue in the afTociation, though they (hould be 
compelled to abjure it.—The llluminee who had queftioned 
them, if iatisfied with their anfwers, gave them the Code of the 
jimieiJIs, and therein they learned that they and their aflbei- 
ates formed a flate'within the Jlate ; that they had law of their 
according to which they judged of affairs that nnere beyond 
theirSphere ; and this required the moft profound fecrecy; that 
fhouid feveral of them hereafter meet in the fame town, they 
fhould ellablifti a lodge, and do all that lay in their power to 
propagate the fociety; that if they were perchance to change 
their place of habitation (which (hould be only done in fome 
extraordinary cafe), they (hould then correfpond with their 
own lodge, while the fecretary was to hold correfpondence 
with the other lodges, making his return of the name, quality, 
and country of every new candidate; that they would obey 
the fuperiors of the Order, fuccor their brethren, and procure 
advancement for them ; in (hort, they ^n^rtto he ready to fact i^ 
fee their livei and fortunes for the Order. 

Several of thefe young £://?/, which of all the different 
affociations was fiippofed to be the moft innocent, refufed to 
give the lift of the brethren, left they might be inculpated.— 
They 'however, declared that the Order comprehended many 
men of quality and of high hotior^ viagijirates and perfons in of* 
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While the young Emperor was thus endeavoring to 
countera( 5 l the plots of the it was confpiring in the 
very heart of the Aullrian ftates to overturn the govern-^ 
ment. By the death of the Chevalier de Born the Sedi 
had loft at Vienna one of its chief adepts; this gentle¬ 
man was powerfully rich^ yet at his death nothing but im- 
menfe debts appeared, in confequence of the Aims he had 
fpent on the propagandifts. Two other adepts, as zeal¬ 
ous at the leaft, and far more cnterprizing, had fucceed- 
cd him, Hebenstreit the Lieutenant de place at Vi-^ 

Jice* fSee the Minutes of the Judgment ^ dr the Staats un gelehrte 
zeiiung of Hamburgh, No. 45, 13th of March. 

Suppofing that the reader may wifh to know .in what ftate 
young men came from thefe Lodges and Colleges, I will here 
Quote an an example from the notes I have received frorri Ger¬ 
man y. “ At the time I am v/riting this (July 13th 1794) at 
the Baths, four leagues from Hanover, there reAdes here a 
“ young man who arrived a few days (ince from the univerfity 
of Jena, where he was educated. It is the reigning Count 
“ Plattenberg, one of the richeft noblemen of Germany, aged 
^ 24, of Catholic parents, and a nephew of Prince Kaunitz, 
the minifter. In confequence of the principles imbibed by 
“ this young Count at the univerfity of Jena, he drelTes in the 
complete ftyle ofa democrat, and afFeds the uncouthnefs of 
their manners. He would have his fervant fit next to him 
x.\\& table d'hofe but it was not permitted. This young 
Egalit^ goes about finglng the Ca-ira and Marjeit/eis Hytun^ 
** with other youihs whom he gathers together. DonT let 
this be taken in the light of an anecdote only relating to a 
“ though fiefs individual. His fo.ly is the reigning folly ofJlu^ 
“ dents hi all the univerjities of Germany ; and this folly is the 
produce of thofe docirines taught by the profejjors^ axshile go- 
** vernments pay no attention to them,'* 

The fame notes (and they are written by a Proteftant) re- 
prefent the univerfity cf Halle in Saxony, where the greater 
pan of the King of Prufiia’s fubjefls go to finifh their educa¬ 
tions, as in a ftate fimilar to that of Jena. In April 1794 the 
chiefs of the comniifiion of religion of Berlin, M. M, Hermes 
and Hihner, went, bv order of the King ofPruffia, to vifit the 
I.uiheran college at Halle,and they difapproved of many things 
that were going on. The ftudents received them with theory 
of Pereant (let them perilh), and obliged them to feek their 
fafety in flight. Their minifters of religion are expofed 10 fimi¬ 
lar infults. Dogs are fet at them when preaching, and indecen¬ 
cies take place in the churches that would not be fufFered in 
t h e ft ree.ts. ‘'The lUuminees themfelves publi/l) thefe abomina- 
“ tions, that their pupils the Amieijis may be induced to ad: 
“ in a fimilHr manner/* Such is the education of youth where 
the Sed predominates. 
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cnrta, was one; and the other was Mehalovich, an ex¬ 
capuchin of Croatia, whom Jofeph 11 . had imprudently 
taken from the cloifters, and had given him a living in 
Hungary, in recompence for the difpofitions he had fhown 
to fecond the Emperor in his pretended reforms in the 
church. A number of other adepts had joined thefe two 
confpirators, among whom we may diftinguifh the Cap¬ 
tain Btlleck^ mathematical profefTor at the Academy of 
Neuftadt) the Lieutenant Riedely the profeflbr of philo- 
fophy BranJldteVy the ftupid, but rich merchant, Hackel^ 
and finally Woljleiny one of thofe adepts whom the Se6t 
had contrived to fend on a revolutionary million through¬ 
out Europe at the Emperor's expenfe, under pretence of 
acquiring knowledge in the veterinary art, of which he 
has fince been created profellor. 

The reader may judge of the number and importance 
of the confpirators by the plan that was agreed upon in 
1795. Thro' their influence at court, they found means 
of forming a garrifon in Vienna of fubftantial and hoiieft 
citizens little accuftomed to bear arms. They had felebl- 
ed them from this clafs, and had got an order to compel 
them into this fort of duty, under pretence of the immi¬ 
nent danger of the State. Always pretending that they 
had the orders of the Emperor, they treated, thefe new- 
raifed corps with unheard of feverity, in hopes of indis- 
pofing them againft the court by the time that their re¬ 
volutionary plots Ihould be ready for execution. The po¬ 
pulace was in their hands, and daily became more attach¬ 
ed to their caufe, in confequence of their being excluded 
from the new-ralfed corps, and by m’aking them partake 
of the lai'ge Turns diftributed among a banditti who were 
to be put in poireflion of the arfenal on the day of infur- 
re(&ion. On that day the infurredfion was to be general, 
during v/hich Hehenjireity followed by a banditti, was to 
fecure the perfon of the Emperor; other detachments of 
the banditti were to take polTeflion of the arfenal, and pofl: 
themfeives-on the ramparts. The perfon of the Emperor 
being in their bands, the confpirators were to oblige him 
to fign the Code of the Rights cf Man\ that is to fay, 
certain edi^ls ready prepared, by which the rights of all 
nobility and great proprietors were to be annulled; all 
were to be declared equal and free; and the fovereignty 
of the people proclaimed, Thefe edicts were to be fent 
into the Provinces in the name of the Emperor, jull as if 
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he had enjoyed his liberty. Every outward appearance ofi 
lefpe^t for his perfon was to be preferved; in fhort, he* 
was to have been treated juft as the gaoler La Fayette had 
treated the unfortunate Lewis XVI. It is not known, 
whether the Aqua Tophana was to be adminiftered in fuch 
a dofe as to klll^ or to fiupify\ it even appears, that the 
young prince was to be kept as a hoft^e; but in all cas¬ 
es, he was only to be reftored to his freedom after the peo¬ 
ple had been well accuftomed to the new reign of Equa¬ 
lity and Liberty, and had acquired poffeflionof theeftates 
of the Nobility in fuch a manner that all reftitution of pro¬ 
perty, or revival of the ancient conftitutlon, would be ren¬ 
dered impoflible. All the preparatory fteps had been tak¬ 
en ; the Catechifms of the Rights of Man, and the moft 
incendiary performances, had been profufely difperfed in 
the villages and cottages. Female adepts in the ftyle of 
the adepts Neclcer and Stael made their appearance. The 
Counters oi Aiarchowich dittinguiftied herfelf by the zeal 
file fhowed in diftributing the new Catechifm. The fa¬ 
tal day was drawing near, when a moft Angular circum- 
ftance led to the difeovery of the whole plot. 

While the ex-capuchin Mehalovich was out one day, 
a domeftic playing with one of his fellow-fervants, took 
into his head to put on the capuchin habit which his mas¬ 
ter had preferved among his cloaths, when all on a fud-- 
den Mehalovich knocked at the houfe-door. The fer- 
vant, who did not underftand the nature of the habit, 
could not get it off again, fo fent his comrade to open the 
door, and hid himfelf under the bed, Mehalovich came 
in with HebenJIreit znd Hackely they thought themfelves 
fecure; the fervant overheard their whole converfation; 
it related entirely to the confpiracy that was to break out 
in three days, Hebenftrcit renewed the confpirator’s oath, 
on his fword. Mehalovich took five hundred thoufand flo¬ 
rins, which were hidden in a harpfichord, and gave them 
to him for the execution of the plan; and noTboner did 
they leave the room, than the fervant got from under the 
bed, and difeovered the whole plot to the Minifters of the 
State. 

The councils were immediately called inxonfequence 
of fo important a difeovery, and the chief confpirators were 
arrefted on the day preceding the intended explofion.— 
Hebenftreit was hanged at Vienna; Mehalovich, with fe- 
ven Hungarian gentlemen, his accomplices were behead- 
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ed at Prefburg; and many others were condemned to ex¬ 
ile, or to perpetual imprifoiiment. 

The King of PruflTiahad fimilar confpiracies to guard laPrilTia* 
againft at Berlin, The papers of Leuchfeting, 

which had been feized, had already warned William III, 
of the confpiracy that was brewing in the Lodges; but 
in the month of November, 1792, a new plot was con¬ 
triving. The fignal agreed upon for the general infurrec^ 
tion was, the fetting fire to two houfes in different quar¬ 
ters of the town. On the day appointed the two houfes 
were really fet on fire. The brethren expedied that the 
troops in garrifon would be immediately fent, as was cus¬ 
tomary, to extiiiguifli the flames and keep order. While 
abfent from their pofts the rebels were to feize on them, 
and let their banditti loofe. Happily the Governor Ge¬ 
neral MollendorfF had been informed of the plot. He 
commanded the troops to remain at their pofts; thecon- 
fpirators, finding their plans had been difcovered, did not 
dare to fliow themfelves. The incendiaries were arrefted, 
the plot failed, and William HI. preferved his Crown. 

Having acquired certain knowledge of the views of the 
confpirators, and of their connexion with the French Ja¬ 
cobins, this Prince, as every reader wonld fuppofe, ought 
to have (hewn more conftancy in the caufe of Royalty 
againft Jacobinifm, Court jealoufics, and differing inte- 
refts, that perpetually keep the cabinets of Vienna and 
Berlin at variance, may have led him to agree to a paci¬ 
fication with the fworn enemies of every power; but, on the 
other hand, it is difficult to account for the great fway which 
thofe very men muft have had in his decifions, whofe dis¬ 
organizing principles he fo much detefted. The reader 
has • feen the adepts of the modern Spartacus concealing 
themfelves in the Lodges of Mafonry; he has obferved 
Pi6//?-Knigge promifing difcoveries that would give the 
Se6I fovereign fway over credulous minds. Unfortunate¬ 
ly for Frederic William III. he had become a member of 
one of thofe Lodges which the Illuminees, under the cipak 
of Roficrucians, had converted into one of their theatres 
of impofture; and the following is an account given me 
by a learned Proteftant Minifter, ’who had had frequent 
converfations with his Pruffian Majefty on the fubjedt of 
Freemafonry. He informs me, that to diveft his Majefty 
of any refped he might have for the Scripture, thefe Ro¬ 
ficrucians fucceeded in making him believe that the Bible 
R r 
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and Gofpel of the Chriftians were deficient; that a far 
fuperior dodfrine was to be found in the facred books of 
Enoch and oj Seth^ fuppofed to be loft, but which they 
pretended to have exclufively in their poflTeflion. Had it 
been poflible to undeceive the king, the demonftrations 
adduced by our learned correfpondent mull: have done foj> 
lince he invited his Majefty to read thofe pretended books* 
of Enoch and Seth^ or thofe apocryphal rhaplbdies which 
thefe impoftors offered to him as fo precious, fo fecret,and 
fo rare, but which had long fince been printed in Fahri- 
cius^s CdU6lion. His Majefty feemed to be convinced of 
the impofture of thefe empirical myftifiers; but curiofity' 
is weak, and the Roficrucians regain their afcendency un¬ 
der the pretence of apparitions. So notorious was the cre¬ 
dulity of the Pi uftian Monarch on this fcore, that in 
at the fair of Leipfic, w^ere fold waiftcoats called the Ber* 
iin jfus ivaijicoats (Berlinifehe "jejus wejlen)y\x\. me¬ 
mory of the brethren having on a ludden announced the 
Jtpparition of Chrifl:; and the King afking how he was 
dreffed, they anfwered, in a fear let waljzcoat^ with black' 
facings^ and golden trejfes. If I am to credit what I have 
learnt through the fame channel, William III. deferved to-" 
be impofed upon in fo humiliating a manner; for the great 
influence thefe impoftors had acquired over his mind, not 
only proceeding from their magic arts, but from their flat-' 
tering his pallions and propenfity for the fair fex. They 
carried their impudence fo far, as to tell him, that Chrift 
had granted him perniifion to have twelve wives at once. 

The moft famous ot his miftreffes was a Madame de 
Reiz, afterwards created Countefs of Lichtenau. Had* 
the matters that appeared on her trial been made public,- 
fpme light might have been thrown on her fuppofed un- 
derftanding with the French Jacobins, from Vi^hom fheis* 
faid to have received rich' prefents,and with Bifehofswer-^ 
.der^ v^ho is now occupied, as we are told, in very differ¬ 
ent projedls. We might then have learned how to recon¬ 
cile that real hatred which William had conceived for the* 
Jacobins, and die perfonal courage he has fhown in com¬ 
bating them, with the peace he made precifely at the time 
when his armies could moft efticacioufly have co-operat¬ 
ed for their deftrudlion. But his fucceffor has thought pro¬ 
per to commit to the flames the minutes of this trial, fay¬ 
ing, that he w’ould not read them, Xt^perfons^who might 
Jiill he ujejul to hiniy fliould be implicated in thefe in- 
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frigues. Some princes might have thought it prudent to 
read them, that they might learn who were the perfons 
that could {till do them much mifehief. Without pretend¬ 
ing to comment on the deftroying of this monument of 
hillory, we are happy to fay that Williarri IV. has inhe¬ 
rited from his predeceflbr all his hatred for the Seel, with¬ 
out any of his wealcnefTes. The Freemafons of Berlin 
Went fo far as to afk to have their Lodges confirmed by 
letters patent 5 but the King difmiffed them, faying, that 
in fhowing fuch a marked favor to them, he would be 
wanting in his duty to his other fubjefts, and that they 
would find protedbion as long as they did not trouble the 
public peacco The Mafons, we may,be fure, in return, 

promifed to be moft faithful fubjedls to his Majefty.- 

They made limilar promifes during the reign of the late 
king; yet I have fecn very honeft^Mafons in London who 
were much alarmed at the language they heard in the 
Pruffian Lodges, and that but a fhort time before the 
death of William III. By their account the language of 
the Mafons was as frantic to the full as that of the Paris 
Jacobins: When fhall we be delivered from the tyrant ? 

When fhall we follow the example of our brethren at 
Paris ? Is it not high time for us to fhow ourfelves wor- 
thy of Equality, and Liberty, and true Mafons Such. 
expreilions, with many others far more off^five to the 
dignity and perfon of the king, were not in the mouths of 
fome few brethren only^ but whole Lodges were feized 
with the phrenzy, which raged moft violently among the 
adepts who were connected with the French. Nor is it a 
trivial circumftance, or to be overlooked, that has ta¬ 
ken place in the Lodge of Berlin calling itfelf The Roy- 
al .-Public fame has informed the world, that this 

Lodge has eftabliftied within itfelf a Dirc5iory^ a *SV- 
iiate of Ancients^ and a Senate oj Youngers^ modelled on 
the aSiual Government of France, Hov/ far this revolu¬ 
tion in the Lodge is to contribute towards, or denote the 
impatience with which the members thirft after the iini- 
verfal revolution which the Pentarques are endeavoring to 
operate, I fliall not pretend to afcertaiii; but this much L 
can pofitlvely afiert, that the auxiliaries of the Paris bro¬ 
therhood are not confined to the Lodges. Tliey have their 
brethren, fent from Paris, in the Prulfian armies. On the ^ 
one hand, thefe foldiers are paid by his Pruftian Mnjefty 
to maintain his throne i on the other, they arc paid by the 
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Pentarques to corrupt the Pruffian regiments, and teach 
them to revolt againft the throne. The generofity of the 
Jacobins is fo great, that the wives of thefedifguifed apos¬ 
tles are penfioned in France. Every one knows, that the 
arch'Confpirator Syeyes is gone to Berlin in a diplomatic 
character. Should his miflion be ever accompliflied, then 
will thehiftorian have to explain conquefts fimilar to thofe 
of Italy. Germany would certainly have long fince fallen 
a prey to Illuminifm bad the plots formed met with fuc- 
cefs. 

Tired of fuch partial treafons, that only threw a fingle 
town or a province into the hands of the enemy, the fe- 
nate of the adepts, at that time holding its fittings at VU 
enna, had, as early as 1793, either digcfted a plan them-* 
felves, or received one, in thirty articles, that was to re¬ 
volutionize the whole empire at the fame inftant.—Let¬ 
ters, poft-paid as far as iEgra, were already difpatched for 
Gotha, Weimar, Drefdm, and a hundred fuch towns, 
fixing the day of general infurredion for the firft of No¬ 
vember, inviting brethren and citizens to arm on that 
great day, though it ivere only with knives\ to aflemble 
in the fquares of the towns, or in the fields without; to 
form into centuries, and to eledl chiefs; to feize on the 
public revenue^ on the arfenals^ on the potvder magazineSy 
and on the members of government. In compliance with 
the fame plan, a National AJfeinbly Was to rear its head 
in fome toivn of the empire on the fame day^ and the breth¬ 
ren in infurre^llon were to fend their deputies to it. Thefo 
letters were fent during the month of October; and hap¬ 
pily for the ftate, a fufficient quantity of them were feiz- 
ed to counteradl the efFedls of the confpiracy. The Se6l 
confoied itfelf in the Idea that ten years would not elapfe, 
as Mauvillon had declared, before all Germany would be 
revolutionized. The adepts, indeed^ are fo very nume¬ 
rous, that it is almoft incredible that the revolution has not • 
already taken place; and the only way of accounting for 
it, is by confidering the inert difpolition of the people,, 
who cannot be eafily thrown into that ftrong cfFervefcencc 
neceflary. for an explofion. 

The letters from that country complain bitterly of the 
progrefs of Illuminifm. To give my reader the means of 
judging how, it comes to pafs, that princes, who are the 
beft acquainted with the views of the Se6Ij continue to 
tolerate them, I will tranferibe the foilo7/mg pafl'ages from 
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the memorials which I have received from Germany, and 
which have been confirmed by feveral well-infortiud per- 
fons: One of the Sovereigns of Germany, who has the 

moft wit, the Duke of Brunfwick, has fufFered, under 
« the aufpices of Gampe^ MauvUhn^ and 'irapp^ three 
famous Illuminees, both his capital and his ftates to be- 

come the public fchool of irreligion and Jacob ini fm_- 

This might lead us to believe, that the prince was hitn- 
felf tainted with thofe principles, but it would be ca- 
lumny to fuppofe it, for he only tolerates thefe rafeah 
that he may not fall a vi£lim to their plots. Suppofmg / 
“ was to fend them away^ faid he, they would only go elfe^ 
where and calumniate me* A league ought to be enters 
ed into by the German princes^ to fuffer them in no pai t 
of the empire**^ 

Meanwhile, till fuch a league is agreed upon, there are 
other governments, in that country, that permit the lafl 
myfteries of Illuminifm to be taught publicly. At Jena, 
in Saxony, for example, a profeflbr is permitted to teach 
publicly, that governments are contrary to the laws of 
reafon and of humanity 5 and, confequently, that, in 
twenty, fifty, or a hundred years time, not a govern- 
ment will exift.’’* 

To go ftill farther^ few of the German princes will 
permit writers to combat either the Sedl or its doifirines. 
A fociety of men of unblemifhed principles, (if we may 
judge by their publication, the Eudcinonia^ right genius) 
had confecrated their labors in that journal to the un- 
mafking of the intrigues, cunning, and principles, of the 
Illuminees. Not a fingle prince encourages this publica¬ 
tion; feveral have proferibed it in their fiate, while the 
mofl jacobinical publications are allowed a free circula¬ 
tion. The Eudemonia has juft been forbidden in the Aus¬ 
trian States, under the fpecious pretext, that its objedf and 
views are good, but that it makes principles known that 
are not fufficiently refuted. As a proof, however, that 
they were much better refuted than the Illuminees could 
wifh, we need only obferve, that the Gazette Liiterairc 
of Gotha^ the leading paper of the Se<ft, announced the 
prohibition before it was even known at Vienna.—The 
reader Vv^ill be Jefs furprized at the artfulnefs of the pre¬ 
text, when he learns, that two of the cenfors^ who are to 

^ Memoirs on Jacobinifm in Germany, Anno 1794. 
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pronounce on the literary produftions, are the well-known 
Illuminees Somienfels and Retzer^ who,had it been fora 
journal of another Ifamp, would have reclaimed the li¬ 
berty of the prefs in its favor. 

We muft now turn our attention to a new fpecies of 
Jacobins who are making an amazing progrefs in Ger¬ 
many. Thefe are the difciples of a Do6tor Kant, who, 
riling from darknefs, and from the chaos of his Catego¬ 
ries, proceeds to reveal the myfteries of his Cofmopoli- 
tifm. According to this fyflrcm,—I. It is melancholy to 
te obliged to feek, in the hopes of another worlds for the 
end and deftiny of the human fpecies. — 11 . It is not of 
man, conduced by reafon, as it is of brutes led by inftin< 51 . 
The former has each for his end the developement of all 
his faculties; while, in the latter, the end is accomplish¬ 
ed in each individual brute. Among men, on the contra¬ 
ry, the end is for the fpecies, and not for the individual; 
for the life of man is too &ort to attain the perfec 9 :ion and 
the complete developement of his faculties. , In the clafs 
of man, all the indimduals pafs and periJh\ the fpecies 
lone furvives^ and is alone immortal —ill. With refpedl 
to man again, the end qf the fpecies cannot be accom- 
pliflied; that is to fay, his faculties can only be entirely 
developed in the inojl perfect Jiate of fociety. —IV. That 
pcrfecS ftate of fociety would be a general confederacy of 
the inhabitants of the earth, fo united together, that dis- 
fentions, jealoufies, ambition, or wars, would never be 
heard of.—V. Thoufands and fhoufands of years maye- 
lapfe before this happy period of perpetual peace may 
come; but, whatever may be the idea conceived of the 
free cxercife of our will, it is neverthelefs certain^ that 
the apparent refult of that volition^ the a 5 iions of man^ 
are^ as well as all the other facts of nature^ determined 
“ by general laivsd '—This nature proceeds with a flow 
but certain ttep toward its obje£l:. Vices, virtues, fciences, 
the difi'entions of mankind, are in her hands, but the fure 
and infallible means by which (he leads the human fpecies 
from generation to generation to themoil perfect liate of 
civilization.—Sooner or later the'epoch of the general 
confederation, of univeifal peace, muft come; neverthe¬ 
lefs, even at that period, the hiimaji fpecies vAilhavepro^ 
c^eded hut half way towards its perfe^ion .^—I know 

Plan of a General Hiftory in a Cofmopolitical View, by 
Kant. See The Spv&ateur du Nordy .April 1798. 
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not whether this doftrineer Kant will inform us in what 
the other half of the way toward perfedion confifts; but, 
in the meantime, his difciples who are daily increafing, 
tell us, « that Europe muft necefTariiy diflbfve itfelf into 
« as many republics ais there are now monarchies ^ and 
then only will the human fpecies fhow itfelf in all its 
« ftrength and grandeur, then people incapable of go- 
verning will no longer be feen at the head of nations; 
^ they will then rife to that high Jlate of perfect ion at 
prefent attained by the French nation^ where birth is 
^ nothings but genius and talents every thingF* Other 
adepts, however, perfedly underftand what is alluded to 
by the other half way toward perfe6tion; and thefe ac¬ 
knowledge man only to be in a ftate of perfection when 
he recognizes no other mafter but himfelf, no other law 
but his reafon. In Ihort, it is man according to the pro- 
fefTor of Jena^ It is the Magnus of Weiihaupt or of Ba- 
bbeuf.f 

Notwitbftanding the different methods of proceeding, 
it is eafy to fee that the fyftem of Kant^ at prefent Pro- 
feffor at Konigjherg’^ ultimately leads to the fame end as 
that of Weijhaupt^ heretofore Profeffor at higolftadU — 
The fame hatred for revelation is to be found in both, as 
well as the fame fpirit of impiety, which cannot brook 
the idea of a world to come, where ail delufion muft ceafe 
in the prefence of the Creator, and where the end of man 
and of the human fpecies will be proclaimed at the tri- 

* Memoirs of the State of Jacobinifm in Germany. 

■ '}' 1 was not put to the trouble of reading Dodlor KanPs works 
in German. Mr. Nitfch has pnblilhed a fort of analylis of them 
in Englifli. Thofe who might tremble at the idea of bewilder¬ 
ing ihemfelves in his chaos of Categories may read the account 
given them in the Britiih Critic, Auguft 1796; and the reader 
may eahly judge of the abfurdity of the arguments which the 
Pruffian Doctor heaps up agalnft the very pofiibility of revela¬ 
tion. A Doctor WiUich has lately (hown himfelf a rival of EJitfch 
in proclaiming the glorious feats of this profeffor of darknefs. 
I have perufcd the analyfis that Dr. Willich has given us, and 
the praifes bellowed on tbeprojefl of a perpetual peace, I cou'd 
not underftand why he would only give the title of the work 
that relates chiefly to that point, I mean of that very treatife 
whence Dodor Kant's principles on Cofmopolitifm have been 
extracted. Was the difcipie afraid that it would have expofed 
thedoflrines of his mafter too much, and opened the eyes of 
the Englilh reader on this plan of perpetual peace^^ and on the 
drift of his whole fyftem of Cofmopolitifm ? 
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bunal of a remunerating and avenging God, Kant and 
Weijkaupty with fimilar pretenfions to fuperior genius^ 
are equally baffled in their attempts, falling into the moit 
voluntarily abfurd propofitions, that leave the prefcnt ge¬ 
neration no other confolation in its afflictions, than the 
empty dream of the imaginary happinefs of thofe future 
Cofmopolites, who, in thoufands and thoufands of years, 
are, as we are told, to inhabit this earth. In both we may 
obferve that fame hypocrify pretending to great fenfibility 
and virtue; pretending not to know, that every individual 
who (hall be perfuaded that he is not born for any fixed 
or perfonal end, will foon fliape his conduCt according to 
his views or to his pleafures, and will little regard the fu¬ 
ture Cofmopolites, their univerfal peace, or the happinefs 
that is to be fpread over the earth twenty or thirty ages 
after his death. 7 'he fame inept fatalifm is taught by them 
both, wifiiing to reprefent nature as aCIing exactly as it 
pleafes, in fpite of our volition, and prevailing over our 
pafflons by its general laivs\ and nevertheiefs reprefent 
mankind as Ilow in feconding the grand objeCl of Na¬ 
ture, juft as we were free to accelerate or to retard its 
views by our aCtions. The only difference that can be 
perceived between thefe two prototypes of German Ja- 
cobinifm, is, that the one at Konigfferg envelopes his 
views in a pacific cant; while the other, in his myfteries, 
animates and infuriates his Epopts, teaching that the day 
is not lar diftant when the adepts are to refort to force, in 
order to crufti and ftifle every thing that ftiould dare to 
refift them. But notwitbftanding the pacific cant of the 
former, his do(ftrines alfo make his hearers thirft after that 
great day when the children of Equality and Liberty are 
to reign. His colleagues in the univerlities do not teach 
his principles with his coolnefs; the difciples become vio¬ 
lent; the Jacobins fmilc; and as the fyftem fpreads, the 
offspring of both thefe teachers unite and form alliances in 
their tenebrous abodes. Under pretence of this perpetual 

f eace that is to be enjoyed by future generations, they 
ave begun by declaring a war of cannibals againft the 
whole univerfe; nor is there to be found fcarcely one of 
their offspring, that is not ready to betray his country, his 
laws, and his fellow-citizens, to ere(ft that Cofmopolitan 
Empire announced by the Profeffor Kant, or to enthrone 
the Man-king of the modern Spartacus, 

Such is the ftate of the Se6t in Germany: It fways the 
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Clubs, the Lodges, the Literary Societies, the Dicajieres^ 
or Offices of Government, and even Princes, It ap¬ 
pears under variegated forms and names; bur, however 
thefe may differ, it perpetually keeps that unhappy coun¬ 
try in a ftate of crifis. Every throne is undermined by a 
volcano that menaces explofion whenever a favorable mo¬ 
ment lhall offer. 

Why will not truth permit me to declare, that the con- Jn 
fpiring Se£l has refpedled that nation which, content with England, 
the wifdom, and living happy under the fhield of its laws, 
muff naturally have been adverfe to, and conftant in re¬ 
pelling the diforganizing plots and baneful myfteries of 
Illuminifm? But have we not feen that Minifler of Pet- 
kam, RoNTGEisr, fent to London under the protedlion of 
a great Prince ? Nor is he the only apoftle of Weiffiaupt 
th.it has croffed the feas in hopes of illuminizing England, 

The very name of Xaverius Zwack in thefe Memoirs re¬ 
called to the minds of many perfons the flay which that - 
famous adept of Illuminifm made during a whole year at 
Oxford, juft after his flight from Bavaria, The exaclnefs 
of his dcfcription, taken from the Original Writings, left 
not the leaft Ihadow of doubt as to the perfon of the Cato 
of Illuminifm. This has made people underftand the real 
motives that induced this adept to make that famous town 
his habitation, though he pretended to have been attracfl:- 
ed thither by the fame of its fcience. Neither the place nor 
%hQ times, however, were propitious to his miffion, nor to 
principles that entailed upon him the juft contempt of the 
do6Iors, Mr. Hornfby, who had entrufted him with fome 
difcoveries in aftfonomy, will now underftand how this 
adept could barefacedly publilh them in Germany as the 
offspring of his own genius. This will alfp explain why 
the Cato of Illuminifm, who was defpifed at the univerfi- 
ty, and nearly expelled, never returned, though he only 
pretended a fliort abfence to the Continent. Ocher apos¬ 
tles have fucceeded him iji his miffion; and, in gratitude 
for the afylum which this nation has granted us, I mu ft 
declare, that the miffionaries of Weilhaupt have not been 
foiled in all their attempts. 

When Mr. Robifon publilhed his affertion that cer¬ 
tain Mafonic Lodges had been tainted by the illuminizing 
brotherhood, patriotifm naturally exclaimed that it v/as 
impoffible. Men who have inftituted themfelves into a 
fort of tribunal of public opinion called upon this refpec- 
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tabic writer to produce his proofs. I know not what the 
aiifwer of Mr. Robifon was j all I know is, that he might 
have replied, When perfons who are entitled to ques¬ 
tion me (hall do fo, I will anfwer.’^—To thofe v/ho may 
wifh to queftion me, I will fay, that there are circum- 
iiaiices whlcn may forbid me to anfwer; it is fufficient 
that thofe who watch for the fafety of the nation fhould 
be informed of them, that they may take precautions to 
coun^eraiSi: the Se61:; bejides, are there not many hiftori- 
cal truths, that cannot be proved in a court of juftice.^ 

I make thefe obfervations with the more aflUrance, as 
Government moft certainly have the competent proofs iu 
their hands, which their wifdom, neverthelefs, has kept 
fecret.—I make them, becaufe Mr. Robifon has fpoken 
with fufficient clearnefs, in his Appendix, and in his Notes, 
to fhow that^he was but too well informed when he f^oke 
of the intriifion ofllluminifm into certain Encriifh and 
Scotch Lodges, without being obliged to particularize the 
Lodges, Rut he certainly adled prudently in not expos¬ 
ing hirnfelf to the fate of the celebrated Zimmerman, who, 
as ail the world knoyvs, fell, in fimllar circumftances, a 
vidtim to the Illuminee P/;//c~Knigge; not becaufe he 
had accufed him unjuffily, but that legal evidence was 
warning to prove that Philo and Knigge were names ap¬ 
plicable to the fame perfon; a fadl now fo clear both by 
his ov/n works and thofe of the adepts. They who have 
thus attempted to brand Mr. Robifon with the name of 
calumniator, would have done well to reflcdl on the ma¬ 
ny means employed by the Seft to influence fuch a judg¬ 
ment; that it is a ftanding lav/ of the Sedl, that where 
an author of merit cannot be gained Gver-^he is to he dis~ 
credited by every means pcjfible-^ and molt certainly he 
has a glorious tide to the hatred of the Sedt. I willingly 
confefs, that it would have given me great pleafure, had 
it been confonant with prudence, that Mr. Robifon had 
publiftied ail his proofs, as I am perfuaded that many of 
thole perfons who have been fo hafty and intemperate in" 
their j udgments, would have voted him thanks for the fer- 
Vfce he has rendered to his country, acftuated, as I fuppofc 
them to be, with the fame zeal for its happinefs, but not 
equally informed as to the dangers with which it is me¬ 
naced. 

Nothwithftanding the variance that is to be found be¬ 
tween that relpediable author and myfelf in fome articles, 
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(particularly on the Catholic religion,* and on the Jefu- 
its, whom he might have reprefented in different-colours, 

* I do not here pretend to refute the religious prejudices of 
certain writers agaioft the Catholics; But what has the French 
Revolution to do with confeffion, with monaftic vows, v/ith 
indulgencics, or the jurifdidion purely fpiritual of the Pope, 
and articles of fuch a nature? The proof that thefe objedls 
were fat from contributing to the Revolution is, that the Ja¬ 
cobins fpare no pains to dedroy them.—In a book combating 
the Jacobins, what can induce a writer to vent his fpleen a- 
gaiod the ^teneis of a Catholic? I might fayto many writers 
who have been guilty of this mod extraordinary imprudence. 
Begin, at lead, gentlemen, by making yourfelves acquainted 
with our tenets, and then fee whether we are able to defend 
them To others 1 would fay. For God^s fake let us expofe our 
belief ourfelves, Jet us fay what we do and what we do not be¬ 
lieve. The defence you may with the beft intentions fet np for 
us, may be more hurtful than beneficial toourcaufe. Mr. Ro- 
bifon, no d^ubt, thought that he was fpeaking in favor of the 
church of France, .when he faid, that that church had Jong 
fince tftablilhed its independence of the Court of Rome. If by 
the Court of Rome he means the temporal dominion of the 
Pope, the French had no great trouble in eRablilhing fuch an 
independence, as it never recognized any fuch dominion ; if he 
means the purely fpiritual jurifdi( 5 fion of the Pope, neither our 
Catholic Bifhops, Clergy, nor Laity, ever wilhed to throw it 
ofF. They all continue to believe what they always have be¬ 
lieved, that the Pope, as fucceffor of St. Peter, has the juris- 
didion as iirll paftor over the Church of France, as he has O'¬ 
Tver all others. Kvery one knows, that this jurifdi^icn cf the fo- 
vereign Pontiff is held in our faith as an eiTential point of the 
hierarchy eftabiilhed by Chrift; but every one alfo knows, that 
the jurirdi6lion of the Pope, as well as that of all Bifhops, is 
not of this world ; that it does not militate in any way with 
the duties we own to our fovereigns; that it can never abfolve 
U3 from the fidelity and fubmiflion which we owe to the laws 
of the State, h therefore, here protefl again ft all ihofe who 
may choofe to interpret the efteem I have declared to entertain 
for Mr. Robifon’s work as alluding to thofe parts of it that are 
abfbluiely contrary to my faith. On this occafion alfo I beg to 
obferve, that in the cafe of the prefent Revolution both Pro- 
teftants and Caihoiics fliould unite, and lay afide their preju¬ 
dices again ft each other, to combat the impie»v of the Jaco¬ 
bins, as their aim is to annihilate the religions of both. Befide, 
what party has a right to boaft, when the revolution is confid- 
cred; 5 /)tfr/;rrw:f-Weifliaupt and were two apos¬ 

tate Catholics— P/}i/o-Knig^e and Lucia??‘'Nicolai two apos¬ 
tate Proteftanis—Thomas Paine an apofhite Anglican. In 
France, the Catholic citizens of Paris, the Proteftant citizens 
of Nifmes ; in Ireland, large portions of a Catliolic populace 
organized into a revoiuiionacy army under Proteftant chicL« 



324 


antisocial conspiracy; 

^Jad he had, as we have, the whole hiftory of their pretend** 
ed Mafonry before him, a mere fidlion of the IllumineeS 
to dupe the Mafons, and avert the attention of the public 
from the true confpirators); notwithllanding this vari^ 
ance, I fliall never hefitate to ackriovvledge, that he is en^ 
titled to the thanks of his fellow-countrymen for having 
denounced a confpiracy that threatens this, as much as it 
does any other nation; I (hall always bear willincj tcfti- 
mony to the juftice of his caufe, to the ardor of his zeal, 
and to the uprightnefs of his intentions. Meanwhile, till 
he may judge it proper to publifli his proofs on the Illu- 
minifm of certain Englifh Mafonic Lodges,! Ihall men¬ 
tion a few circumftances that have come to my know¬ 
ledge. 

To my Certain knowledge, there are two men in Eng¬ 
land who have been tampered with by the Apoftles of 11- 
luminifm. One of thefe, who belongs to the Navy, ftlll 
preferves that honeft indignation which muft naturally 
arife in an upright heart at Teing itfelF fo atrocioUfly du¬ 
ped by an Infinuator, who, under pretence of initiating 
him into the fecrets of Mafonry, was plunging him head 
foremoft into Illuminifm. The other, a man of great 
merit, who might have known more had he not difcover- 
ed his real fentiments; but his letters bear teftimony of 
the following particulars: 

Of thofe books which (how the multitude of Illumini- 
zed Lodges^ there is one bearing the title of Paragrafini 
and it is often put into the hands of certain candidates by 
the Infinuators. In this produ61ion we may fee the tra¬ 
velling adept Zimmerman boafting of having illuminizcd 
Lodges in England, juft as he*had done in Italy and Hun¬ 
gary. In fome of thefe Lodges the tenets of llluminil'ni 
were well received; but of five that have come to my cor- 
refpondent’s knowledge, two foon abandoned the myfte- 

In Germany, the lHuminees take their Drij:>In in a Catholic 
Univerhty, and all the Lutheran Univerfities are full of Illu- 
minizing Proftfli^rs. Such conliderations as thefe Ihould Cf'r- 
tainly put an end to reproach on either fide. I muft confefs> 
that the Lutherans and Calvinifts with whom T correfpond in 
Germany are much more candid; they fpare neither fide, and 
are the firft to point out thofe of their own peifuafion who are 
tainted with Illuminifm. They behold the Jacobins as enemies 
to every religion; and when J-icobiniftn is in queftion, they 
wifely confels the nscelluy of uniting all parties to crulh the 
hydra. 
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rics of the modern Spartacus^ the other three are not 
known to have rejefted them. 

Another apoftle foon fucceeded to Zimmerman; this^ 
was a Doftor Ibiken^ an aflumed name, perhapSj as it was 
cuftomary wifh the travelling adepts to change their 
names according to circumftances. Whatever may have 
been the cafe, this Ihiken^ an emiffary of the Eccledtic 
Lodges of Illuminifm, began by uniting with fome Qiia- 
kers. He v/as afterwards received into certain Lodges, 
and introduced fome of the preparatory degrees. He even 
fucceeded in completely illuminizing fome of the duped 
brethren. He alfo boalfed of his fuccefles in Ireland and 
•England. He would foretel to his Englifli pupilsj that a 
great revolution was about to be operated in the pitiful 
and miferable Mafonry of their country. Thofe to whoji 
this language was perfe£fly unintelligible at the time, have 
told me, that they have perfedtly underftood his meaning 
fince they have perufed my publication. They have loit 
fight of the Doctor, which was the natural confequence 
of his being admonifhed to depart with his myfteiies by 
thofe who watch over the public fafety* 

Another emiffary foon after appeared, and coming from 
America under the name of Reginhardy declared him- 
felf an Alfacian, and formerly an Almoner in the French 
navy. He expedfed to be well received by certain En¬ 
gl iih Lodges in correfpondence with thofe he had juft 
left at Bofton, and which, according to his account, had 
made a furprizing prog refs lince they had fraternized with 
the brethren that had gone from France to America— 
This Rsginhard did not appear fo zealous as the other 
apoftles; he even fignified his difguft with a miffion that 
fo little became his ftation of life. It was through him 
more particularly that my correfpondent became acquaint¬ 
ed with the cxiftence of Illuminifm on the banks of the 
Thames. 

This is certainly enough t6 prove, that the Illumini- 
zation of England was not negledfed by the confpiring 
brethren. I will fay more, that notwithftanding the hon¬ 
orable exception 1 have made in favor of the Englilh 
Lodges,! am no longer furprized to hear of llluminifin 
being well received by certain Lodges. And here I think 
it neceffary to repeat, that when I made the exception, I 
only meant to fpealc of what is called the National Ma^ 
fonry^ rejiricfsd to ihe firjl t}7ree Degrees, i ihould ha\/e ► 



3 ^ ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 

been more circumfpeft in my exception, had I known of 
a primphlet, entitled, Freemasonry; a Word to the 
Here, in vincication of the Grand Lodge of Eng^ 
land, I fee the moft violent complaints preferred againft 
the introduction of a variety of degrees, of which, in a po-* 
litical point of view, it is certainly the duty of a well-or¬ 
dered government to reprefs the vice and immorality; the 
impiety of the Roficrucians is particularly complained of 
(page 9 )> I tJiink that in the courfe of thefe Me¬ 
moirs 1 have pretty clearly proved, that from the pro¬ 
found Roficrucian to the myftehes of Wdfhaupt there 
is but a fhort ftep. 

There is alfo extant another work, printed JjJiy years 
ago, On the Origin and Doctrine of Freemafons, This 
work would have been of the greatefl: ufe to me had it 
fallen into my hands a little fooner* Let me no longer be 
accuied of having been the firft to reveal, that an impious 
e.nd difbrganizing Equality and Liberty were the grand 
fecret of the Occult Lodges, The author of this work 
was as pofitive in this affertion as myfelf, and at that time 
clearly demonftrated it, by following, ftep by ftep, the 
^otch degrees of Mafonry as they exilled in thofe days. 
Time may have changed certain forms; but all the nu¬ 
merous degrees ftyled philofophicalh2.VQ not been able to 
add an iota to the iyftems at that time followed in the 
Lodges of the Scouf? Jrchiteas. That fpecies of Mafons 
is as bad as the illuminees, it can fcarcely be conceived 
. with what art they proceed. As they are ftill extant in 
Great Brital?!, it is not too late to point the attention of 
the ruling pov/ers toward them. Let us proceed at once 
to their lafi: myfterieSo 

When a candidate prefents himfelf to be received a 
Scotch ArMteFl^ the tyler afits him, whether he has a 
vocation lor Liberty^ Equality^ Obedience^ Courageydiui 
« Conjiancyr When the candidate has anfwered YeSy he 
is introduced into the interior of the LodQ;e, Here it is 
no longer the reprefentation of the Temple of Solomon, 
but of hve animals, the Fox^ the Adonkey^ the Lion^ the 
Pelican^ and the Dove^ The SignSy and the v/ord Ado^ 
Tiaiy being given to the candidate, the orator begins an 
enigmatical difcourie, of which the following is a part: 
Lraftinefsy Dijfinmlationy Couragey Lo’uey Swcetnefsy 
Cunning, imitation, fury, piety, tranquillity; mifchief, 
miinickfy, ciuelty, goodnefs, and frieadihip, are all one 
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and the fame thing, and are generated in the fame thing. 
They feduce, infpire joy, give rife to forrow, procure 
« advantage and ferene days. They are five in number, 

“ and ftill they are but one. Soon-—foon—-foon—by him 
“ that was, is now, and ever fiiall be, See. 

« The remainder of the difeourfe (fays my author) is 
in the fame ftrain. However obfeure thefe things may 
appear, they are neverthelefs clear as day, if attention 
“ be paid to the figures that denote the charadter of Free- 
mafons. The crajtlnefs of the Fox denotes the art with 
which the Order hides its obje6l. The imitation of the 
Monkey typifies that fupplenefs of mind, that addrefs 
“ with which the Mafons can accommodate themfelves 
to the various talents and taftesof the candidates, Thu 
Lion denotes the ftrength and courage of thofe who 
“ compofe the fociety. The Pelican is the emblem of 
the tendergefs that reigns anriong the brethren, Tlio 
peaceable demeanor of the is reprefentative of 
peace of the golden agCy or of thoTe ferene days that 
Freemafons promife to the univerfe/^ 

The author from whom we made thefe extracts lived 
for a long time with Mafons of this fpecies. He was of¬ 
ten prefent at their Lodges and councils; He attended at 
their deliberations when contriving the means of accom- 
pliftiing their plans. He then continues to fpeak of the 
initiation of a Scotch candidate: ‘‘ There is no rule which 
ordains, that the object of the Society fhould be made 
‘‘ known to him in clear terms; but only in terms that 
would be infufijcient to make him wholly underftand 
the morality and polity that are univerfally received.-— 
« On the night of his reception they fimply tell him, that 
Equality and Liberty among the brethen is the foie ob- 
“ jedt of the Society. But fhould the new JrchiteSt (how 
ligns of a perfeft preparednefs for the ultimate myfiery 
ol the Society, he is then let into the fecret^ or rather 
informed of the grand objeSl of the Society^ which is ty 
“ reduce all men to a reciprocal Equality, and to 
reinflate tnankind in its natural Liberty. In fliort, 
after a few days meeting, they openly declare, that the 
exprefllon of ejiablifoing Equality among men, and of 
reinftating mankind in their naturallibei'ty^indiJlin^U 
“ ly comprehends all perfons of whatever quality or JlU’* 
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« tlon thiy may be^ zviihout excepting magijlrates^ gf'eaty 

or 

"i'he ceremonies and catechifm of this degree perfectly 
coincide with thefe explanations. In ftiort, every thing lb 
clearly demonftrates Equality and Liberty to be the ul¬ 
timate ohjeft of their myfteries, that the author attributes 
the origin, or, at leaft, the relloratiori of Mafonry to Crom-- 
well and his Independents. The author would have fim- 
ply attributed the refloration to him, had he been ac¬ 
quainted with the manufeript of Oxford. Inferences of 
the utnioft importance may be drawn from this work:, 
both as to the hiftory of Freemafonry and the interefts of 
Governments. It is eafily feen at prefent, that the difor- 
ganizing myfteries of the occult Lodges are at leaft an¬ 
terior to the reign of the French Sophifters. Thefe may 
have new-modelled them after their faftiion, and multi¬ 
plied and varied the degrees} but their principles had 
been received in the Lodges long before Voltaire wrote^ 
—The Knight Kadofeh was already extant in the Scotch 
' jdrchite5l. When the latter is alked in his catechifm, 
what he is called, he anfwers cunning and Jimple'y the 
Kadofeh may anfwer bold and impatient. The difference 
lies in the charadler, and not in the fyftems. This degree 
of Scotch ArchiteSi alfo explains whence the pre-emi¬ 
nence of the Scotch Lodges arifes, and why the Lodges 
of other countries are fo defirous of correfponding with 
the mother Lodge called the Lodge Heredom of Kilwin-^ 
77 / 72 ^, in Scotland, It is there that the famous Architects 
Ol Equality and Libert'^ are fuppofed to be the guardians 
of the laft myfteries. It was with this Lodge alfo, that a 
number of French Lodges at Marfeilles, Avignon, Lyons, 
Rouen, &c. &c. would be affiliated, notwithftanding the 
influence of the Grand Orient of Paris,f 

* Of the Origin of the Free-mafons, degree of Architect. 

*h I have in my pofleflion, the original of tlie patents empow¬ 
ering a Brother mafon to ere^t Lodges under the direction of 
that of Rouen. A Provincial holds his refidence at this latter 
place, and is entrufted with the power of judging the lawfuits 
or diflentions that may arife within his province ; but when any 
thing of gff at confequence has happened, it is referred to the 
Lodge of Heredom for judgment. Had Jofepb IL feen this, he 
might have called it an imperhim hi imperiot or an empire 
throt^ghout ALL empires. The reader will remark, that the bre- 
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In fliort, the difcovery of this degree of Grand Archi-^ 
te5i is of importance to Governments in general, and par¬ 
ticularly to that of England j for it (hows the'clangers to 
which a ftate is expofed where, in the iiiidft of thofe breth¬ 
ren who dedicate themfelves to an innocent Equality, ex- 
a number fufficient to tranfmit the Grand Myfteries 
of the Seft. 

In fpite of all the fecrecy obferved by this fpecies of 
adept, who is there that can view their very exiitence in 
any other light than as a perpetual confpiracy againil the 
date? How then can' we be furprifed if the lliuminees 
found perfons in thefe countries willing to fraternize with 
them, and to combine their plots with thofe of the mis- 
fionaries ? However* pure the generality of the Englifli 
Lodges may be, is not this enough to (how that the moft 
difaffrous plots may fuddenly burft from the Lodges j and 
that the prefence of virtuous men may only ferve as a 
cloak to the defigns of the wicked?—Do not let me be 
told, that the Good 'countera(5i: the evil intentions of the 
Wicked; for the latter can find means of meeting* un¬ 
known to the former, though the fame Lodge may be an 
afylum for them both. There are Lodges now extant, 
that (to ufe the exprefiion of a brother who frequented 
them a few months fince) would not admit^? fingle Aris- 
tocraU —My reader muft underftand fuch language?—• 
There are Lodges the entries to which are perfeift laby¬ 
rinths. The adepts do not go out by the fame houfcs as 
they entered; and, the more completely to bailie the vi¬ 
gilance of the conilituted authorities, they have changed 
their drefles. 

But let us for an inftant fuppofe, that the Secc could 
make no imprefHon on the Engliih Lodges, wc know that 
Chauvelin and Fandernoot-^ on quitting London, left their 
emifiaries behind: public danger is befl: probed by pri¬ 
vate fails; and the reader will not be furprifed when he 
fees me .defcend to the following particulars relative to 
the emiflaries of Jacobinifni in England, 

Having been honored with the acquaintance of Mr. 

. Tt 

f 

thren fay, Heredo 77 z (Harodim), is a Hebrew word fignifying 
bhiefs or goverziors. It is ilfo.to be remembered, that there is 
another degree of Grand /lrcbite 6 l entirely different from that 
which I have juft deferibed. The multiplicity of thefe de¬ 
grees only ferve the better to hide their objeA. 
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I)urke, I introduced to him a gentleman who wilhed t© 
confult him with refpecS: to a letter written to Maniiel, 
who at that time governed the Commune of Paris, incou- 
ion with TalUen^ the faiiguinary butcher of the bloo¬ 
dy September. This was in the firft year of my emigra¬ 
tion. The letter had been written for a French nobleman, 
who, wifhing to return to Paris, thought it might be ad¬ 
vantageous to get a letter of recommendation to Manuel 
from a Jacobin then refident in London. This noble- 
nian’s v*?ife fufpedted fome treachery, and opened the let¬ 
ter. The epiftie really began with a fort of recommenda¬ 
tion, but ended with faying, “ this nobleman is, after all, 
a rank ariftocrat, who ought to be got rid of by the pikes 
or the guillotine, that he may not return any more to Lon¬ 
don.’^ In the body of the letter an account was given to 
Manuel of the ftate of the brethren in London. Among 
other things it ftated, that five hundred perfons werepre- 
fent at their laft' meeting; that they were ardent in the. 
caufe; that their numbers daily increafed, and that every 
thing denoted the bell difpofitions for hoilling the revo¬ 
lutionary llandard. This letter was immediately laid be¬ 
fore the minifbry. 

Notwithflanding every method was adopted that wis¬ 
dom could fuggefl, the partizans of the Sedl increafed, 
inflead of diminifliing; and, in a fliort time, there were 
ffteen hundred confpirators in London, w'orthv of 
being marfhalled by fourdan Coup-tete* There were at 
the,fame '’me in London two men v/ho had been educa¬ 
ted in all the arts of the police of Paris, and they were or¬ 
dered to enquire into the (late of the foreigners, and to 
diilinguiih the real emigrants from the new comers. It 
was foon difeovered, that a banditti of all nations, crimi¬ 
nals from the Bicetre^ fi om the gallies^ and who had es¬ 
caped the gallows; the chofen bands in fliort,of Necker, 
Orleans, and Mirabeau, had been fent into England by 
their fuccelfors of the great club, to elFedl a fimilar revo¬ 
lution. It was in confequence of this that the Alien Bill 
was enabled. 

But the Sedl is relentlefs; it roars at the very idea of 
the obflacles it has met v.^ith in England. At London, at 
Edinburgh, at Dublin, it has its national brethren, its con- 
fpiring and Cor ref ponding Societies, In London we fee 
the duped brethren of the higheft ariftocracy proclaiming 
the fovereignty oj the people at their revels; while, in the 
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hidden retreat of their fecret focieties, other brethren are 
plotting how to put the fortunes of the ariftocratic dupes, 
of the banker, and of the merchant, in requifition for the 
ufe of that foverei^n people\ in thofe fame recelTes, under 
pretence of Reform^ do they wifli to ere6t on the ruins of 
the Britifti conftitution, the reveries of a Paine, a Syeyes, 
or of the Pentarquesj they wi(h to plant that tree of E- 
quality and Liberty whofe nouriftiment is gore and pill¬ 
age, whofe fruit is murder, mifery, and exile. Others are 
training their deluded followers to aflaffination, and are 
forging pikes.-^Yes, the fcourge has been wafted acrofs 
the ocean v^^ith all its plots; the adepts have not forgotten 
the land of their anceftors, the Puritans, Anabaptifts, and 
Independents. They have difcovered their progenitors in 
thofe fame dens to which Cromwell had confined them, 
after having, through their means, dethroned and mur¬ 
dered his king, diflblved the parliament, and feduced the 
nation to his yoke. The brethren of Avignon recognized 
the Iliuminees of Swedenbourg as their parent Sedt; nei¬ 
ther were they unmindful of the embafiy fent them by the 
Lodge of Hampftead. Under the aufpiccs of De Mai-^ 
nauducy they have feen their difciples thirfting after that 
celejiial yeriifalem^ that purifying fire (for thefe are the 
cxprefiions 1 have heard them make ufe of) that was to 
kindle into a general conflagration throughout the earth 
by means of the French revolution—and thus was Jaco¬ 
bin Equality and Liberty to be univerfally triumphant e- 
ven in the ftreets of London. 

But what a concatenation of confpiracies will the his¬ 
torian find when he fliall turn to the archives of thofe 
focieties ftyling themfelves of Conjiituiional Information 
or Correfiponding. Here, however, Juftice and the Senate 
have interpofed; they have torn away the niafk, and be¬ 
hold the brethren of Edinburgh bound in the fame plots 
and machinations as thofe of Dublin^o^ London^o^ Shef¬ 
field^ of Manchejter^ of Stockport^ of Leicefter^ and of 
many other towns, all uniting their willies, invitations, 
and addrefles to the Jacobin Leglflators.*^ The iVIocher 

* I have annexed a more extenfive application of thefe Me¬ 
moirs to Ireland and Great-Britain at the end of this fourth 
Volume. Let me on this occalion beg and befeech every Ma- 
giftrate and every Clergyman, whofe province it is more par¬ 
ticularly to inftrud and guide the people at large, and for whom 
this work is more particularly adapted^ to read once more auci 
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Society at once d^monftrates all the arts of the j 

Committees of the Grand.Orient under Philip of Orleans; 
the deep, cunning of the Bavarian Areopage under Wei- 
fhaupt; and the profligate means of feduftion of HoU 
hack's Club under D.’Alembert. All thefe they combine 
in hopes of hurrying away a generous nation into the fink 
of impiety, and thence to rebellion; they combine, ia 
hopes of uniting the councils and the efforts of the difpers- 
ed brethren in the caufe of revolution. Subfcriptions are 
raifed in Great Britain and Ireland, as they were in France, 
to print Paine’s Code of Re^llion, and circulate it from 
the town to the village, and even in the very cottage.^— 
Others of the brethren, are diftributing, at their own ex- 
penfe, all the poifons of infidelity, nor do they blufh to 
go and afk fubfcriptions from houfe to houfe for the re¬ 
printing of the moft profligate and impious productions 
of Voltaire, Diderot, Boulanger, La Metherie, and of o- 
ther Deifts or Atheifts of the age, and this under the fpe- 
clous pretence of enlightening ignorance^ and ho\y ? by 
putting all the blafphemies of the Sophifters into the hands 
of the people. 

The brethren of Edinburgh, like thofe of Berlin, were - 
not to be contented with the mere arts of fedudfion. One 
might be led to think that the adepts Watt and Downit. 
had received their inftruftions from the Pruflian Areo- 
gage. Notwithftanding the immenfc diftance that divides 
Edinburgh from Berlin, they adopted precifely the farhe 
plan to draw ofr the attention of the Uoops by means of 
the burning of fome houfe, and while the foldiery fliculd 
be occupied with extinguifliing the fire to fall on them, 
and in the midil: of this popular commotion to proclaim 
the Jacobin Code.—In London have we not feen regi¬ 
cides? At Paris, Lewis XVI. captive in his capital, was 
dragged to the guillotine. At Ublingen, Lewis XVIIL 
v/nen a fugitive, was wounded in the head by a ball. In 
London, was George III. in the midft of the acclama¬ 
tions of his fubjeils, aimed at by the regicide crew; and 
if Ileavcn averted the ball, is the Sedf lefs treacherous or 

with attention the Keports of the Englifli Houfe of Commons 
made in 1794. After haxdng perufed thefe Memoirs, they will 
view them in a very different light from what they formerly 
did. Travf. 

^ ThouUnds of that abominable pamphlet were fent out to 
the Briiifh eflabiillimenis in the £a(l-ladies. Tranf. 
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lefs abominable, becaufe it did not fucceed in its foul at¬ 
tempt ? At length, difdaining obfcure crimes, and aiming 
at the annihilation of the Throne, of the Parliament, and 
of the whole Britifh Conftitution, they attempt to feduce 
the legions of the empire from their allegiance by means 
of the moft inflammatory hand-bills; they would per- 
fuade gallant troops to fhake off difeipline and butcher 
their officers, as had been done in France. Emiffaries 
found their way into the fleets; and the failors were fgr, 
a time deluded by the fophifms of thofe feducers, who 
wifhed to pervert the bold opponents of the Jacobins on 
the ocean, into the treacherous abettors of thofe fame Ja¬ 
cobins that dare not face an honeft tar. In Ireland, they 
affunie another form; independence in church and ftate 
is held out to a deluded people by the emiffaries of thofe 
who have obliterated every worfliip and every law in 
France, in Corfica, in Belgium, in Savoy, in Holland, in 
Italy, to fubje£l the miferable inhabitants of thofe once 
flourifliing countries to the tyranny of the Pentarques.-—. 
In that unfortunate country ail the arts of fedu6lion have 
been played off that Illumlnirm could invent, and its p.er-» 
juries have raged to a frightful excefs. There did the le¬ 
gions of the Sedl, conceiving themfelvcs powerful in their 
numbers, fally forth from their lurking places. It was no 
longer a partial treafon to be puniftied; the force of ar¬ 
mies was neceflary to crufh whole legions of rebels who 
were daily expelling fuccour from a foreign foe. 

But, Praife be to God on high, who, in his mercy, has 
counteracted the malice of fuch plots, of fuch feditions: 
Praife be to the all-powerful God, who has preferved this 
ftate from the machinations of its enemies!—May the 
Hiftorian, after having traced the origin, the code, the re¬ 
union, the attempts, and the fucceffesof fuch numerous 
confpiring Se(?cs, againft God and his Son, againft thrones 
and kings, againft fociety and its laws, repofe himfelf,and 
complacently view the happinefs of thefe Ifles, when he 
comes to treat of the land that has proved an afylum to 
fo many unfortunate victims! May he triumphantly fay, 
“ There it was that the furges of infarrsCtion were daffi- 
ed back upon itfcif, the attempts of Jacobinifin were as 
vain as the efforts of its fleets.’’—Happy ffiall we be, if, 
by entering into this difquifition on the fury of Jacobin- 
ifm, we fhall have contributed to awaken the attention of 
nations to the true caufes of all their misfortunes and re- 
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volutionary difafters!—Thrice happy fliall we be, if we 
fliall have fucceeded in guarding this nation againft the 
dangers with which it is threatened; a nation to which 
the world looks up for its fafety; a nation which, in its 
beneficence, is become our adoptive country. - May it 
ever behold us offering up our prayers to heaven for the 
prefervation of its king, and for its profperity, with all 
that affeflion and zeal that nature infpires for one's na¬ 
tive foil! 

To prefume that we have fulfilled our talk in fuch a 
manner as not to (land in need of the indulgence of our 
readers, would be impertinent. We ingenuoufly confefs 
the inferiority of our talents, and the many imperfeftions, 
we are confcious mufi: exift in Memoirs of fuch high im¬ 
portance to the public caufe. But with confidence we 
afTert, that we have never fwerved from truth. It has 
been our conftant'and only guide in pointing out the cau- 
les of the revolution, it fhall continue to be fo in treating 
of fuch means, and drawing fugh conclufions as muft ne- 
cellarily follow from the faSts demonftrated in the courfe 
of thefe Memoirs* 
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W HAT a painful and difgufling courfe have I at 
length terminated!—Wandering through thofe 
fubterraneous haunts where, in the (hades of darknefs, 
confpirators were plotting againft all religion and fociety, 

I have Frequently (huddered with horror, and felt my cour¬ 
age finking I Fired with indignation at the fight of (uch 
iniquity, fuch a concatenation of crimes ftill contriving, 
how often have I faid to myfelf, Leave this abyfs of wick- 
ednefs—fly the abodes of thefe vile and monftrous con¬ 
fpirators; it may he better even to fall their vidlim than 
to fully one's mind with the recolle<2ion of fuch vlllany, 
ti'eafon, and impiety, or to be the accufer to pofterity of 
the age in v/hich vve live.—But have I not cotempora¬ 
ries to be fived ?—There ftill exift nations that have not 
bent beneath the Jacobin yoke; my fellow-country men 
may, perhaps, be induced to (hake off that yoke, when ^ 

they are made acquainted with the unparalleled plots and ' ^ 

artifices contrived for their feduc^ion. And ought not 
pofterity to be informed to what an extent this difaftrous 
Seft raged in our days, that it may guard againft a 
renewal of fimilar horrors? Such thoughts infpired me 
with courage; they have carried me through this dilguft- 
ing tafk; they were my fupport when overpowered with 
the odious fight of legions of confpirators conjuring up 
every helliih art to heap mifery on the inhabitants of the 
earth: moreover the rnoft covincing proofs have never _ 
been wanting. 

But can it be poflible that my endeavors (hould prove 
fruitlefs ? if fo, alas I let thefe pages be rent afunder; com¬ 
mit to the flames thefe Memoirs which bear teftimony of 
fuch a multitude of hideous plots that threatened fociety. 

Kings, Pontiffs, Magiftrates, Princes, and Citizens of 
every clafs, if it be true, that I have attempted in vain to 
dilfipate the fatal illufion; if it be true, that the peftifer- 
ous blaft of Jacobinifm has deadened your fenfes, and 
plunged your fouls into lethargy; if it be true, that the 
torpor of indolence has rendered you callous to your own 
dangers, as well as thofe that threaten your children, your 
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country> your reliiiionj anct your laws; if you areincapa* 
ble of the leafl: effort, of the fiualleft facrifice for your own 
fafcty and for that of the public; if the v/orld be peopled 
only by daftards, who are ready to fubmit their necks to 
the Jacobin, yoke, let them be carried into bondage, let 
them be flaves to Jacobins and to they- principles; may 
their fortunes fall a prey to brigands; may their temples, 
thrones, governments, palaces, and habitations, fall be¬ 
neath the blows of the relentlefs Seal When you tear 
thefe pages, banifh from yom mind all prefige of difas- 
ters; pafs your days in joy, ieftivify and meriiment, till 
the knell of revolution fhall found and ftartle ye from your 
lethargy. The Jacobins will take upon themfelves the 
care of haftening the fatal hour. To announce it before- 
hand to fuch torpid iouis would be to anticipate their iuf- 
ferings; no, deep the deep of death; may your ears be 
deaf to the found of thofe chains that are forging for you; 
approach not'where truth may undeceive you; no, follow 
in the retinue of feme fr.lfc prophet that may beguile you. 

'But fhould there be found men whofa manly courage 
■would be fired with zeal for the public caufe at the very 
recital of fuch monftrous combinations againft church and 
ftate; for them 1 write; it is on them that 1 call when I fay, 
that notwitbftanding all the artifices of the various Sedts, 
and the tremendous power which Jacobinifin has already 
acquired, Europe is not yet fubjedted to them. • It is yet 
polfible to crufh that Se£t which has fworn to crufh your 
Ood, plunder your country, and annihilate fociei^ ~ 
Your country and yourfelves may fiill be faved. But in 
the war that ihe Sed is waging againft you, as well as in 
all O'her >vars,the firft requifite for working your fafe- 
jy is the perfedt conviclion of your danger, and an accu¬ 
rate knowledge of the enemy,of his plans,aiid of hi^means. 
It was noi unintentionally thai 1 heaped proof upon proof 
to demonftrate that Jacobinifm was a coalition of ihe 5a- 
phi/hrs of Impiety fwearing to crufh the God of the Gos¬ 
pel ; of the Sophtjiers of Rebellion fwearing to overturn 
the thrones of kings; and of the Sophifters of Anarchy 
confpiring not only againft the altar and throne, but fwear¬ 
ing to annihilate all laws, property, and fociety. I was 
certain that my readers would negledl all means of lelt- 
prefervaiion fo'long as they were not convinced of their 
danger. Should the proofs that I have adduced ftili leaw 
them in doubt as to the reality of the plots of the oeu. 



lil^TORICAL PART, 


337 


J (ball have loft my labor; lean but weep over their 
blindnefs; they will have already fallen into that ftate of 
apathy into which the Seeft wiChes to plunge them. The 
lefs credit rny readers (ball give to the reality of thefe plotSj 
the more certain will the confpirators be of fuccefs. If 
then I farther infift, let my inftances meet with a candid 
reception; for, reader, it is your fafety and that of the v 
public weal that adluates tne. 

Let us then fuppofe, for example, that a perfon corner 
to warn you, that you are furrounded by men who, under 
the cloak of friendfliip, are only waiting for a favorable 
moment to execute an old plan which they have contriv¬ 
ed of robbing you of your money and property, of ftring 
your habitation, nay farther, perhaps, of butchering your 
wife, your children, your relations; fuppofing that the in^ 
telligence you have received of fuch a plot were fupport- 
ed but by a ihoufandth part of the proofs that I have ad¬ 
duced of the plots contriving againft your country, and 
againft every ftate without exception, would you wafte 
that time in idle declamations and fuperfluous doubts on 
your dangers, which your perfidious friends y/ere hufband- 
ing for your ruin ? or would you expecSl to fee perfons be- 

feeching you to watch for your own prefervatlon f-- 

y/ell, I now wifli to cqnyince ye^ whether princes, no^ 
bles, rich, poor, burgeiTes, merchants, citizens, in fine, of 
every clafs, that all thefe confpiracies of the fophifticated, 
mafonic, or illuminizing adepts, are confpiracies againft 
your perfons, againft your property, (whether hereditary 
or mercantile,) againft your families, your wdves and chil¬ 
dren. Are you wild enough to believe, that while your 
country is delivered over to the revolutionary conflagra¬ 
tion, ail exception will be made in your favor, becaufe 
you inhabit fuch or fuch a place, counting-houfe, or cot? 

Ill the uniyerfal pillage pf the ftate, fhall your property 
be more facred than that of your neighbor, and efcape the 
rapacity of the brigands, or the requilition of their Pen- 
tarques ? The charadleriftic of a revolution made by fec- 
taries is, not that the danger is diminifhed by its univer^ 
fality, but that terror, indigence, and (Javery, rufh down 
like a torrent, fvvallowing and beating down without di^ 
ftindlion every thing that is to be found on its paiTage. 

In the whole progrefs of the SecSI, wherever it has ac¬ 
quired fovereignty, in France, in Holland, in Brabant, ia 
Savoy, in Switzerland, in Italy, fearch for a fingle man 
U u 
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nf property that has preferved it entire; a poor parent thaC 
has not had to fear for the. requilition of his children, or 
his own labor; a fingle family that has not to weep for 
the lofs.or ruin of fome one of its branches; a fingle citi¬ 
zen that can lay himfelf down to reft with the profpectof 
being able to fay,, when he awakes^ that his property, his 
liberty,. Ins life, is any belter guaranteed to him, than was 
that of the unfortunate vidlimswhom he had feen during 
the day plundered of their property, dragged in chains, or 
falling under the infatiable guillotine.—No, they are not 
to be found. Ceafe then, fiuggard, to flatter thyfelf. The 
danger is imminent, it is terrible, it ftares ye all in the 
face without exception. 

Yet fink not under the prefTure of terror; that would 
be cowardice indeed; for, though fo pofitive as to the cer¬ 
tainty of your danger, I may boldly fay, Wlil it only, and 
your falvation is certain. I appeal to the Jacobins them- 
felves; for how often have tliey repeated, that it is not 
pofiible to triumph over a nation that is determined to de¬ 
fend itfeft?’ Will as they do and you will have little to 
fear from them. 7'he true Jacobin is not to be difeour- 
couraged by oppofition. The myfteries infufe into the 
adepts a uniform, conftant, and relentlefs determination 
to attain the grand objeef in fpite of every obftacle; that 
oath, that irrevocable oath of overturning the whole uni- 
verle, and fubjecling it to their fyftems, is the true prin¬ 
ciple whence origiriate their refources; this fires the zeal 
of the adepts, and induces them to make fuch numerous 
facrifices; it infpires its warriors with enthufiafm; it cre¬ 
ates rage and fury in the heart of its brigands. It is this 
principle which conllitutes the Seft; in that its force re- 
lides; it is the director and mover of its adepts, whether 
in arms, in the clubs, in the lodges, or deliberating in the 
fenate.—But what inferences may not nations draw from 
this very principle as to the nature of their plots? Does 
it not entitle us to fay, that the whole of the French revo¬ 
lution is nothing more than the offspring of that oath, of 
that premeditated determination of overturning the altar, 
the throne, and fociety, which the Sedl has infufed into 
its adepts? It triumphs becaufe it knows how to willy 
hence it is evident, that to render their efforts abortive we 
need only refolutely to ivill the falvation of the altar, of 
the throne, and of fociety, and they are faved. Let it not 
be laid, that the Jacobins alone can befteady in their caufe 
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and predetermined on their objeci:. To know the evils . 
with which the revolution threatens ^ou^and to determine 
boldly and refolutely to countcradl them) does not cer¬ 
tainly difpenfe us from the obligation of applying to the 
means, and of making the neceflary efforts and facrifices" 
to deliver us from the fcourge, yet do not let it betho^t 
that it is idle in me to infift on that boldnefs, fincerity, and 
determination. The French revolution is in its nature 
fimilar to our paffions and vices: it is generally known, 
that misfortunes are the natural confequences of indulg¬ 
ing them; and one would willingly avoid fuch confe- ’ 
quences: but a faint-hearted refiftanceis made j our pas- 
fions and our vices foon triumph, and man is hurried away> 
by them. » . * 

But fhoiild I, on the contrary, have fucceeded in infpir- 
ing you with the courage necefTary to make you acr with 
reiblucion; if you need but to know the true means of 
counteradling the Seel to adopt a firm refiftance; then I 
may boldly fay, the Seft is crufhed, the difafters of the 
revolution fhall difappear.—But the reader, whofe human¬ 
ity might be alarmed at my fwing the SeSf is ^ru/bed^ 
fliould remember that when i faid the Se6i mujl he crufr>~ 
ed or fociety overthrown^ I took care immediately to add, ' 
Let it however be remembered, that to crufh a Se6l is 
‘‘ not to imitate the fury of its apofties, intoxicated v/ith its 
fanguinary rage and.propenfe to enthiifiaftic’murder.— 
The Se6l is monftrous, butall its difciples are not mon- ' 
ffers;— yes^Jirike the yacobin^ but /pare the: Il4ctn\ the 
Sedt is a feet of opinion j and its deftrudtion will-be 
doubly complete on the day when it fhall be deferted 
by its difciples, to return to the true principles of rea- 
fon and facial order.^’^ It is to reclaim the unfortunate 
vidtims of Jacobinifin from their errors, and to reftore thefii 
to fociety, not to butcher them, that I have been fo Jonp- 
examining and tracing all the tortuous windings of the 
Sedt ; and I am overjoyed to fee that fiich weapons for 
felf-prefervation are the.natural refuit of thefe Memoirs. 
How different are thefe arms from thofe with which the 
Sedt has provided its difciples. 

The Jacobins have feduced nations by means of a fub- 
terraneous warfare of iiluiion, er/or, and ciarknefs.—Let 
the honelt men oppofe them v.’ith wifoom, truth, and light. 

See Preliminarypifcoourle, Vol. LP, xtii. 
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The Jacobins are waging againft Princes and Governs* 
knents a war of hatred of the laws and of focial order— 
war of rage and deftruilion; let a war of fociety, human- 
i<y> and feif-prefervation be waged againft them. 

The Jacobins are waging a war of impiety and cor¬ 
ruption againft the altars and religion of every nation; 
let morality, virtue, and repentance be oppofed to them. 

I explain:—when 1 fpeak of a fubterraneous warfare 
of iiiufion, error, and darknefs waged by the Sedf, I al¬ 
lude to the produi51:ions of its fophifters, to ihe artifices of 
its emiftaries, and to the myfteries of its clubs, lodges, and 
fecret focieties. It would be ufelefs to conteft the point; 
for have incontrovertibly demonftrated, that thofe have 
been the preparatory means for all its revolutionary tri¬ 
umphs: It is by fuch means that Jacobinifm has infinua^ 
ted itfelf under the fpecious forms of a diforganiaing Equa¬ 
lity and Liberty, or of a chimerical Sovereignty of the 
People, which has ever been the cant of thofe fadlious tri¬ 
bunes, who, by fiattering their pride, fought to enflavc 
that fame people. It is by retailing ail the fophifticated 
dotStrineS of the Rights of Man to the multitude, by vio¬ 
lent declamations againft the exifting laws, by captious 
and fallacious defcrlptions of a fuppofed happinefs which 
they are preparing for us, by urging nations on lozertain 
ejfays at leaji\ by fuch means do tiie emiftaries of Jaco- 
biniftn feduce nations, and imperioufiy fway that public 
opinion which will fooner level your ramparts than all the 
artillery that they can bring againft ihem'. From fuch 
inconieftable fa6fs I conclude, ihat if it be your in'en ion 
to guard againft ihe misfonunes tvhich have bcfalleii 
France, you muft begin by difarming the Se<SI of all its 
means of iiiufion. Snatch from the hand's .of the people 
all thofe incendiary produftions; but when I fay people; 
I mean from every clafs of fociety'; for I know trone that 
are proof againft iiiufion; more particularly would I fay, 
from that clafs which has been fuppofed to have been moft 
abundant in learning, that clafs of literary fophifters, fuch 
as our Voltaires, D’Alemberts, Roufleaus, Diderots,our 
academicians, and our dotftrineers of the reading focieiies; 
for this is- the clafs of all others that has fhown us ihe ex¬ 
ample of the powerful iiiufion of fophiftry. It was from 
this clafs that the revolutionary minifters Necker and 
Turgot ftaned up; from this clafs arofe thofe'grand re- 
t^'cluriouary agentSj the Mirabeaux, Syeyes, Laclos, Con- 


hlstoRICAL PART. 


3+i 


dorcets; tbofe revolutionary trumps, the BrifTots, Champ- 
forts, Garats, Merciers, Paftorets, Gudins, La Metheries, 
Lalandes, Cheniers^ thofe revolutionary butchers, the 
Carras, Frerons, Marats; I will alfo fay of that clafs of 
advocates fo verbofe and fertile in delirium; for from a- 
mpng them fprung the Targets, Camus, Treillards, Bar- 
reres, and all the tyrants of the revolutionj the Reveil- 
lere-Lepaux, Reubels, Merlins, and Robefpierres. What 
have all thefe men proved, whether- taken from the acade¬ 
mies or from the bar?—that if they were the perfons 
whofe talents enabled them to reprefenc all thisTophiftry 
of impiety, of fedition, and rebellion, in the molt fedii- 
cingcolours, they werealjb the perfons that were mofl eafi- 
ly imbued with and drank mofc deeply of the poifons—» 
they were at once the moft readily tainted and the inoft 
eager to taint others.—Noj I can make no exception of 
clafles; none are entitled to an exception when! exclaim 
to Magiftrates and Sovereigns—Will you fave the peo¬ 
ple from the difafters of the French Revolution?—then 
fnatch from their hands thofe.incendiary produdtions—« 
thofe libels of impiety and fedition. Let that man be puif- 
iflied as a traitor, who writes and circulates fuch writings, 
confcious of the injury he is doing to fociety; let him 
meet with the fate of a madman, if he thinks he can fe- 
duce, and flop the confequences of fedudfion. 

But I hear clamours on all fides arifing in the literary 
world, of intolerance, of tyranny, of cramping genius!— 

I forefaw that I Ihould have to treat with men lukewarm 
in the caufe, faying they were determinedj neverthelefs un¬ 
willing; faying they detefted the revolution, but timor¬ 
ous when it is to be crulhed in the germ. But you, at 
4eaft, who profefs to enlighten nations by your writings, 
to point out maxims to Princes for the happinefs of their 
people, you who demunftrate the goodnefs of your inten¬ 
tions by the purity of your principles, by your zeal in de¬ 
fence of the laws, by the wifdom of your writings, is it 
from you, I afk, that fuch cries arife?—No, no: (hackles 
thrown on the venemous writer circulating his poifons^ 
will never give concern to the honeft writer; againft 
laws prohibiting poignards none will rebel but the alfas- 
fin. Let us nojonger be led away by the ftale cries of 
Liberty of the Prefs, Liberty of Genius; fuch cries iit 
the mouths of the Jacobins will be but a (hallow cover to 
their defigns;—fee what the Sedi does itfelf, left any writ- 
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er fliould open the eyes of the people by the expofition of 
real truth, wherever the adepts have acquired dominion, 
Jifk Vr’hat is to be underfiood by liberty of thinking, of 
/peaking, of writing. They dellroy not only the author, 
but ieller, and even buyer of every book that combats 
their fyltems. The printing prelles of Crapard, the pub¬ 
lications of La Harpe, or the difcourfe of Camille du Jour- 
dan, are fo many confpiracies puniflied by the Pentarques, 
with exile to Cayenne. It is high time for nations to o- 
pen their eyes, and difpei the illufioa of all this pretended 
oppreiHoh of thought and genius. If Magiftrates are the 
dupes of fuch outcries, the people are the victims, and na¬ 
tions muft be preferved from the illufion that they may 
be faved from the revolution. It is the a6l of a father and 
not of a tyrant, that takes from the hands of his children 
fuch inffruments as may prove fatal to them. 

Let the fophifter talk of ufeful difculixons. Go to an¬ 
tiquity, and queftion the Roman fenate why it drove from 
the foil of the republic that fwarm of Sophifts^* jull arri¬ 
ved from the Grecian fhores, fo expert in the quibbling 
arts; and theTenate will anfwer, that they do not enter 
into difeu/fions to know whether the plague is ufeful, 
that they hailen to feparate from their fellow countrymen 
whoever has been tainted with it, and to deffroy what¬ 
ever may propagate it. Guard the people, therefore, 
againil: fuch vile feducers; tremble at the effedls of their 
difeourfes; but/ear ftill more the poifons of their impi¬ 
ous and feditious produftions. 

Your laws pronounce death agaiiift a traitor, though 
he betrayed his confpiracy but by a Tingle word; and a 
confpiring fophiiler may commune and habitually con- 
verfe with all your fubjecSIs by means of his writings! he 
is in the midft of your families; he inftils his principles 
into your children; his arguments become more and 

^ I'he word fophjfler has been made ufe of tin oughout this 
work, to diilinguifn the modern rebels from the Greek Phllo- 
fophers of thefehool jf Sophifts. Johnfon, in his dldtionary, 
defines Sop mister as a difputant fallacmifly fuhtle; an art¬ 
ful but infidi'ous logician ; tuch is the fpecies of men that have 
been dcfcj ibed in this work, who, confeious of their own fal¬ 
lacy, blit afiing the part of Satan to pervert mankind, fnould 
never be confounded with thofe men of antiquity whofe iys- 
tems of diiputation may have been fallacious, but whofe inten¬ 
tions were upright, and who did not combat every facred or 
fociai principle in hopes of fubveriing focieiy. Tranf, 
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more cogent; he dwells on them; they are prefented un¬ 
der all the dazzling colors that a perfidious genius could 
invent after a long lludy how to feduce your offspring, 
lead them affray, or ftir tliem up to revolt againft you ! 
The treafon fpoken by the Jacobin, and for which he has 
been punilhed, may have made but a llight impreffion oil 
his hearersi but this labored and ffudied concatenation 
of fophifins will make a deep impreilion. Your laws 
muff be inefficient fndeed if the revolutionary writer is 
not ffamped as the moft baneful of confpiratorsj and, 
Magiffrate? wh.oevcr youare,you muff be mofl: unmindful 
of your duty, if you allow his writings to circulate freely 
thr-ough town and country. 

Are you ftiil a - flranger to the immenfe power that 
fuch produefious has given to the Se6l? I'he revolution 
has not been ungrateful, and its gratitude points out its 
progenitors. Follow the Jacobin to the pantheon; fee 
to whom he has decreed honors, to whom he does ho¬ 
mage; afk him how Voltaire or Jean Jaques can have 
deferved fuch tribute, fuch honors. 'He will tell you, that 
thofe men are no more, but that their fpirit has furvived 
them in their writings, and more pWerfully combat for 
the caufe of Jacobinifm than all their armed legions.— 
Mere they prepare the minds and hearts of the people for 
our principles; there they gain over the public opinion 
to our caufe ; and when once that has declared for us, v/e 
may boldly proceed to certain triumph. Should fuch hon¬ 
ors dazzle any waiter for an Inftant, let him ffop and be¬ 
hold the (hades of the victims facrificed to the revolution 
flitting round the monuments erected to thefe rev^clurion^ 
ary deities; fee them ghaftly and enraged, .pafflng from 
the urn tiiat contains the afhes of Voltaire to that" of 
Roulieau; hear tlieni exclaim in bitter reproaches,—- 

Be fatiated with the fumes of Jacobin incenfeITt is 
not on Jacobins that we call down vengeance from hea¬ 
ven, for you. were our real murderers!. You are now 
the object of their adoration; but you were our firft* 
executioners, you brought our King to the fcafFold, you 
Hill continue to be the butchers of our progeny.—O ye 
Idols of blafphemy and of anarchy I may their blood, may 
our blood, may all the blood thatfhall be fpilt by the bri¬ 
gands formed at your fchools, fall back upon you!” 

Ye whom the God of fociety has'endowed \vith ta¬ 
lents which you may turn to tie detriment or confervf;- 
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tion of fociety, beware that fuch curfes do not fall upon, 
you, flee from any thing that may breed remorfe. Be not 
ciiizzled with the jacobinical tribute paid to thefe fophis- 
ters of darknefs; they may have fucceeded in obfcuringr 
the light; it is your duty to rend the cloud afunder, and 
bear in triumph the fundamental truths. The God who 
formed man for fociety did not give him the code of £- 
quality and Liberty, the code of Rebellion and Anarchy. 
The God who fupports fociety by the wifdom of the laws, 
pevcr abandoned the making or fandtioningof thofe laws 
to the caprice of the multitude,. The God who has point¬ 
ed out the empire and ftability of the laws as inherent to 
that fubordination of the citizens to the magiftrates, and 
to their fovereigns, did not create as many magiftrates 
and f )vereigns as he did citizens. The God that ha^ 
bouiid all dalles together by their mutual wants, and 
V'ho, in confequence of this diverfity of wants, has en¬ 
dowed men with a variety of talents for different arts 
and profeflions, has not given the fame rights to the me¬ 
chanic or to the ftiepherd as he has to the prince that is to 
prefide over the ftate. Reftore to thefe fimple and plain 
truths, all that refplendency which has for a moment been 
obfeured by the fophifters of rebellion; and the dangers 
of the revolutlori will foon difappear. Be as earneft in 
reftoring the people to light, as the Jacobins have been 
in plunging them into darknefs. R.eftOre them to their 
principles pure an j untarniftied. There is no compound¬ 
ing with error; the Se6t cares not by which road illu^ 
fion may lead you to revolution, provided you do but fall 
ayidim. Some it will attack vvith anti-religious fophifms, 
while it tampers with others by means of its antifocial 
fophiftry. To feme it will unfold but a part of the con- 
fequences to be drawn, point out but one half of the ca¬ 
reer that is to be run, or, under pretence of reform, pro- 
pofe fome few efiays or new means to be tried. But far be 
driven from us thefe demi-geniufes of demi-revolutions 
with their long train of demi-confequences ? This is the 
tribe whence the Se6l will feleft a La Fay^tte or a Neck- 
er, pufti them forward as long as they can ferve the caufe, 
and then abandon fuch non-entities; or thofe open re¬ 
bels ftyling themfelves Conjiitutionallfts^ or thofe others 
called (probably through derifion) Monarchijis. They 
were the beginners of the revolution, and are at this pre- 
fent day imbecile enough to teftify their furprize at other 
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rebels having fhivered a fceptre which they had begun by 
disjointing. Writers of this fpecieSjfo far from enlight¬ 
ening the people, only contribute to lead them into the 
path of error; and that was the talk of the firft revolu¬ 
tionary adepts. 

In your writings beware of falling into an error fimi- 
lar to that of a celebrated author, who thinks he is ferving 
the caufe of monarchy when defcribing religion as afruit- 
lefs ally. How is itpoffible that he fliould not better feel 
the confequences of that farcaftic fenterice borrowed from 
JBayle and Rouffeau, he who, in the midft of the moft 
preffing and moft appofite exhortations to princes to unite 
and combine againft Jacobinifrn, forgets himfelf fo far as 
to fay, In a fimilar crifis, the Romans would have flown 
to arms relolved to conquer or die, the prmitive Chy^is- 
tians would have fu7ig hymns to Providence and rufioed 
to 7nartyrdom\ their fucceflbrs neither die norlight.^’’ 
Moft undoubtedly, it cannot be the intention of the au¬ 
thor to revive that contempt which the Sophifters fo much 
affeeft for Religion 3 but what a falfe policy to reprefent 
that alledged nullity as inherent to Chriftianity at a time 
when the courage of nations fliould be ftirred up againft 
the revolutionary tyrants! Happily it is not true, that the 
primitive Chriftians would only have fung hymns toPror 
vidence and rulhed on to martyrdom. The primitive 
Chriftians were not ideots; they did not confound the 
legitimate powers, which they coiild only oppofe by the 
courage of martyrs, with the ufurped power of a tyrant 
or of barbarians that came to inundate the empire. They 
could conquer or die under the ftandard of the Csefars as 
manfully as the Romans; nay, they furpafied them in cou¬ 
rage and refignation, and their apologifts were well 
grounded when they fet the Sophifters at defiance to point 
out a Angle coward or traitor among the Chriftlan le¬ 
gions. In our days too, did thofe heroic Chriflians of 
the Vendee content thcnifelves with fingjng hymns, they 
whufe courage was more terrible to the republicans than 
all the combined forces of Clairfait or Beaulieu ? Where 
have we feen any of our emigrants that have diftinguilh- 
ed themfelves by their piety, chanting hymns to Pro^ 
vidence during the hour of battle ? Whence this triple 
X X 
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infuit to the Chriftian hero, to his religion, and to the 
very evidence of reafon ? Whence this alFc£lation of re- 
prefenting the powerful and a6tive incitements of Chrift- 
ianity as ufelefs to governments? Is not the crown of a 
foldier dying for laws or for his king, which his God 
commands him to defend, as valuable as your laurel- 
wreath ? Tell then the Chriftian foldier, that the coward 
and the traitor fliall not enter into the kingdom of Hea¬ 
ven, and fee whether he will not conquer or die. You 
think that you are ferving the caufe of fociety againft Ja- 
cobinifm by reprefenting Chriftianity as imbecility. Ja¬ 
cobins would rev/ard fuch farcaftic fentences, becaufe 
they/orefee their confequences. Are our writers then to 
be alwiiys outwitted by theirs; they can combine their 
efforts againft the altar and the throne; and fliall we 
never be able to defend the one without betraying the in- 
terefts of the other ? 

What can be the caufe of fuch imprudence, fuch falfc 
lights ? Neither do they ftudy fufficiently the Sedf nor its 
artifices. They wifti to be blind to its power, and even to 
its influence. I alfo am an admirer of the vigor of that 
fame writer, who feeks to ftir up the courage of nations ; 
but {hould he miftake the real caufes of our misfortunes, 
what have we not to fear from writers who are endowed 
neither with his knowledge or his energy ? Will not the 
Seel: lejoice to hear him fay, “ it is far more to that con- 
‘‘ tinental fatalifm than to the illuminces, that we are to 

attribute the lethargy of the higher orders of fociety ?’’ 
I know not w^hat continental or infular fatalijm can fig- 
nify. God forbid that Princes ftiould for an inftant be¬ 
lieve in it, for it would only be immerfing them ftill deep¬ 
er in their lethargy. No efforts are made againft fatality; 
I know, atleaft, that the Illuminees would rejoice to lee 
no credit given to their exifting influence; for the lefs 
they fhall be feared in confequence of your writings, few¬ 
er will be the precautions taken to guard againft them. 
I am pofitive, that had you ftudied one half of the arts 
employed by the Infinuators to feduce the higher clafles, 
and even courts themfelves, you would be the firft tofind 
a very different caufe than fatalijm for the continental 
lethargy.^ 

It is evident, however, that the author of the Britijh Mer- 
cury never wilhed to favor the Illutnhiees, He is as indignant 



HISTORICAL PART, 


347 


Far be from me the abfurd pretenfion of alone enjoy¬ 
ing the means of giving ufeful counfels. It is, on the 
contrary, becaufe I wifli that the public ftiould be im¬ 
proved by your's, that 1 am eager to fee you better in¬ 
formed of the real caufe of all our misfortunes. I could 
wifti to fee a holy league formed pf fuch men of talents 
as are really adluated with a true zeal againft the revolu¬ 
tionary errors. My reader has feen the baneful efFedls 
of that coalition of the fophifticated writers ofHolbach’s 
Club, of the Sophifters of the Mafonic and of the Illu- 
minized Lodges; he has feen the influence of their prin¬ 
ciples on the public opinion, and of opinion on our mis¬ 
fortunes; why (hould not virtuous and learned writers 
then unite in their efforts to bring back the public opin¬ 
ion and the people to the true principles, by laying open 
all the artifice and cunning that has been employed by the 
Sedl to reduce them. 

The Code has been explicit on the means to be em¬ 
ployed for the fedudfion of youth, a time of life moft ac- 
ceffible to illulion. Will not virtuous fathers take upon 


as we are at the fnccefles of the ifiept Phihfophljls of 7 ?iodern 
r^puhlicanifrny of that levokuionary waifare waginj^ againft 
property and the laws, of thofe young Jacobins juft coming 
from the Univerfity of Gottlnguen. He is indignant at the 
audacity of the revolutionary letters and of the northern league, 
tliat is to fay, of a co 7 npany of Theologians, Profejfors, and Phi- 
lofophers of Holjlehi, who afic to form a central aftembiy, having 
under It fubordinate committees to form and direct public edu¬ 
cation, without being ufider any control of governinenty lanjos or 
religion (P. 192). He would have fpoken juft as we have done 
of the Illuminees, had he known philofophical abfurdiiies 
and their fuccefles to be the work of the Setft; that the youths 
come from Gottinguen were juft arriving from a haunt of lilu- 
minifm; that the northern league is nothing more than a branch 
of the German Ujiion invented by the llluminee Bahrdt; that 
the plan of education originated with the lihiminee Canipe, 
heretofore paftor and preacher to the gan ifon of Poizdam. call¬ 
ed to Brunfwick, protefled by the firft niinifter, and decora¬ 
ted with the appeflation of French Citize?ti in recompenle for" 
what he has more particularly written on the independency of 
education .—(See the Uiiiverfal Revifon of every thing relating 
to Schools, VoL VI). 1 lhali therefore repeat. Study the Sec 4 , 
ftudy its code, its hiftory ; ftudy its means for iedncir.g the 
Great; and* fo far from derpifing the influence of the Se( 5 l,yoir 
will find the caufe of that difaftrous lethargy which has Ibized 
on men whofe duty it is to be moft active, far better explained" 
than by your Fatalifni, 
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themfelves to difcard from their children mafters of fufpU 
cious characters,and books that diil’eminate thefe poifons?; 
Will not governments take as much pains to drive the 
adepts from the pulpit, from the chairs of fcience and pro- 
fefl’orfhips, as we have feen the SeCt taking to make it- 
felf matter of education and to corrupt youth ? Unhappy 
we, fhould the reader be affrighted at the detail of fuch 
precautionSj while the SeCt attends to each particularity^ 
and we have- feen it as eager for the nomination of a 
country fchoolmaftcr, as for the fuccefs of an adept at 
court, or the nomination of the general who is to com¬ 
mand its legions. 

One fpecies of illufion appears to be the favorite en¬ 
gine of Jacobinifm, I mean that theory of efl'ays in go¬ 
vernment, and thofe derni^reforms. No art has been 
more powerfully played off on the Englifli nation than 
this ; let the people be put on their guard againft this 
illufion; let them be taught, that France alfo began by 
efi'ays and demi-reforms; I need not hint at their confe- 
quences. If it be neceflary to humble the pride of the 
jacobin Sophifter, and blight the very idea of that pre¬ 
tended happinefs which they attach to their fyftems, let 
the people learn that fuch efiays have long fince been 
made; that the brigands who appeared under the differ¬ 
ent denominations of Lollards, Begards, followers of John 
^Vail, of Maiiiotin, and of Muncer, all promifed the fu- 
preme happinefs of Equality and Liberty; that it was 
perfectly ufelefs to talk to us of the Philofophy of a revo¬ 
lution that was nothing more than the repetition of the 
errors of certain Sects of which the barbarous and de- 
vaftatlng tenets could only be equalled by the horror and 
contempt in which they are held by our anceftors. Whenj 
under pretence of arguing on certain truths the Jacobin 
feeks to lead you into difcuffion, guard againft his fo- 
phiitry, by anfv/ering, that no argumentation can be held 
with VVeifliaupt or Robefpierre; the firft will retail all 
the arguments of former brigands, the latter does what 
they did; for if our modern Jacobins have invented any 
thing of their own, it is a little more artifice and an un¬ 
paralleled ferocity. They are then‘the more entitled to 
our contempt and hatred. 

If every where encountered by this two-fold fentiment, 
the Seti will Toon lofe that power of illufion which has 
prepared its triumphs, and you will fee it ihrinking back 
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into its fubterraneous lurking places, the occult Lodges 
which have fo long unce offered it an afylum. There 
it will once naore attempt to recruit its legions, and con¬ 
trive plots for the fubverhon of the altar, of the throne, 
and of fociety. But here what honeft citizen can be 
blind to his duty f Under whatever name, pretence, or 
form, the magiftracy may have thought proper to tole¬ 
rate thefe clubs, fubterraneous hiding-places, or Lodges 
of fecret focieties, what proofs are they waiting for to 
profcribe them all, now that they have feen legions of 
confpirators fallying forth from thefe receffes ? You who 
look upon youiTeives as entitled to an honorable excep¬ 
tion, why are you feated there ftill ? You are tender of 
your pfcrfonal loyalty, of your fidelity to your religion and 
to your country, how can you make fuch fentimeats agree 
with your prediieifion for Lodges that you know to have 
been the afylum of the moft confpiring Se6ls ? Do not 
pretend that it is us, for it is the Jacobins, the moil mon- 
ilrous chiefs of the Jacobins, their, correfpondence, their 
fpeeches, and all the archives of their hillory, that have 
unfolded to you the immenfe fupport they have derived 
from your myfteries and from all your fecret focieties^ in 
the profecutioa of their confpiracies againfi :fociety in ge~ 
neral^ againft all laws, and againfi every altar. In vain 
fhall you attempt to hide it; no part of hiftory can be 
better authenticated; thefe confpiracies are proved at any 
rate to have gained admittance into your Lodges, and to 
have acquired ftrength and numbers from them. Your 
particular Lodge may not be one of thofe with whofe 
honor the Se( 5 l has tampered; we are willing to believe 
it; but what proofs can you adduce ? the Seel knows too 
well how to clothe perjury in the garb of innocence—• 
We are willing to believe itj and that will be another 
motive why we fiiould conjure you in the name of your 
country to abandon thofe Lodges. Your prefence is on¬ 
ly a cloak for confpirators. The more unblemifhed may 
be your character of honor, the more v.^ill the confpiring 
adepts boafi of your name, and of the fraternity and in¬ 
timacy in which you Jive with them.—We addrefs our 
complaints to you yourfeivcs, but own that we have fuf- 
ficient grounds to adJrefs them to the prince or to the 
fenate; may we not with truth denounce you as demi- 
citizens, fince by your oath the interefis of the brother¬ 
hood are more dear to you than thofe of your fellovv-fub- 



ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 


je<3:s ? Are we not entitled to afk, whether you are not a 
fccret enemy to every citizen who has the intereft of re¬ 
ligion and his country at heart, fmce you are a member 
of a fecret fociety, under the cloak of which a multitude 
of brethren are confpiring againft our religion and our 
laws, and that it i§ impoflible to diftinguilh the innocent 
from the guilty ? What right would you have to com¬ 
plain if the feiiate and your prince were to exclude you 
from your magiftracy, or from every office that requires 
the whole attention of an impartial citizen, and on whom 
no fufpiclon can alight, as it appears that your affection 
is at leaft divided between fociety in general and your fe¬ 
cret focieties, as that affedion, according to your own 
laws, mu ft be greater for the members of your fecret foci- 
cties than for us; fmce, in Ibort, it has been demonftrated, 
that a large portion of the members of fecret focieties are 
mere confpirators ? In vain will you cbjed that you have ne¬ 
ver vvitnefled any thing reprehenfible in the Lodges. Were 
you only initiated in the myfteries of the Grand Lodge 
of London, know, that notwithftanding all the exceptions 
we have made in its favor, fufpicions are even caft upon 
that Lodge, and a reviewer thinks himfelf founded in de¬ 
nying the validity of fuch exceptions.^ If you are fo 
Carelefs of your reputation as to remain infenfiblc to fuch 
fufpicions, allow me at leaft to addrefs myfelf to you in 
the name of all mankind, whofe intercfts you tell us are fo 
dear to you. 

No longer than a century ago the remaining part of 
Europe was nearly a ftranger to your Lodges and their 
myfteries. You made it the baneful prefent; the nev/- 
eredted Lodges have filled with Jacobins, and from them 
the moft difaftrous fcourge that has ever befallen theuni- 
verfe has ruihed forth to produce thefe terrible effects; 
you imparted to them the myfteries of your Equality and 
of your Liberty; to combine and prepare them, you in¬ 
troduced them into your tenebrous afyiums; to prepare 
their pupils, you taught them your trials and your paths; 
and that they might propagate their confpiracies from 
pole to pole, you lent them your language, your fymbols, 
yx)ur fi^ns, your cypher, your diredlories, your hierarchy, 
and airdie regulations for your invifible correfpondence. 

* See the Monihly Review, Appendix to Vol.XXXV.Pagc 
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The offspring may have improved on the myfteries of 
their progenitors; but has not their condudl been fuchas 
to make you abjure all connedtion with them; have not 
your Lodges been fo prophaned as to make you haften to 
abandon them; is not the difaftrous fcourge that has 
burft from them a fufficient ground for eternally clofing 
their gates ? O you, whofe fleets, under the protedtion of 
heaven, ride triumphant over the main, difpelling the 
fleets of the Sed? O grant to the univerfe a viStory, 
perhaps of ftill greater importance. At the fight of your 
admirals the Se6t difappears; drive then from itsrcceffcs 
that bantling of yours; fliow that if the abufe of your 
inyfterious afTociations may in poiTibility be fatal to the 
univerfe, you are willing at leaft to'deprive the vile con- 
fpirators of every plea that can tarnifh your glory. Show, 
that if fports, innocent in }our hands, could grow into a 
fcourge in the hands of others, you are not backward in 
making a facrifice of fuch utility to nations. Your ex¬ 
ample would be powerful; and it is incumbent on you 
to pronounce the anathema on fecret focieties; to clofe 
the gates of the Lodges, to clofe them all without excep¬ 
tion, nevermore to be opened, whatever may be the na¬ 
ture of their myfteries. None can exift Into which the 
Sedt will not attempt to penetrate; none can exift where 
the magiftrate and honeft citizen can fit down certain 
that the Sedf has not intruded with its plots and means 
of feduclion. The more zealous you may be for the pre- 
fervation of our laws, the lefs will you be enabled to fe- 
cure us againft the plots of the Se6l; for though it ftiall 
ever commune with you it will not lay its views open to 
you until it has feduced you. Mafons of England, what 
a fatal gift have you made to the world! May the his¬ 
torian who {hall write the annals of this age, when 
fpeaking of the fcourge that has rulhed forth from the 
Lodges, conclude by faying, if England made the baneful 
prefent to the univerfe, it was alfo the ftrft to facrifice its 
own Lodges for the fafety of nations. 

Why ihould not every honeft Mafon on the Conti¬ 
nent addrefs himfelf in terms fimilar to thofe in which we 
addrefs the Engliih brotherhood ? Their prefence would 
no longer be a cloak to the Myfteries of the confpiring 
Jacobins. Left to themfelves, they could no longer plead 
the innocence of their Myfteries. If the Magiftrates 
treated them with all the feverity of the law, he would not 
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have to fear the protefts of honeil citizens. Then would 
every thing denote that the time was come to ftrike all 
fecret focicties with the anathema of the laws; then 
would all the productions of the Sedt be fupprefled, or 
thrown away with indignation by every clafs of citizens. 
True principles only would be taught, and thefe would 
difcard from the minds of the people all thofe diforgani- 
zing errors. The Sedl: once diflodged from its lurking 
places,truth and light would difpel that warfare of illufion, 
error, and dapkru*rs, which, waged by the Sophifters of 
Jacobinifm, prepares the way for the triumphant entry of 
its deftroying brigands. 

But that iong-expedled day, that day of devaftation 
and plunder foretold in the Myfteries, has dawned. In 
darknefs iiave the adepts multiplied, and the legions of 
the Seel have fallied forth. They now v/age the war of 
pikes and dellrudlion, they wave the firebrands of revo¬ 
lution, but have not abandoned the warfare of illufion.— 
Sovereigns and Miniiters of Empires ! It behoves you 
to ftem the torrent of thefe men of blood by the marfiial- 
led band of heroes whom you command. I do not pre¬ 
tend to ftep over the threlhold of the chamber where our 
warriors fet in council to deliberate on the means of van- 
quKhing the Sedl in the field of battle. But, to enfure 
the fuccefs of your valorous efforts, may we intrude on 
your wifdoin to reprefeiit that force Ibould not attrafl 
your entire attention i The Jacobin is no common ene¬ 
my. He wages a war of Sedl, of profelytifm againfc you; 
and Sedts are not to be vanquiihed by the fame arms as 
warriors waging a glorious war, or brigands ruining 
forth from their ungrateful fhores in queft of pillage and 
booty. The feat of conflidl lies in opinions. The Jaco¬ 
bin lias all the entbufiafm of the Sedlary, and has allb the 
fierce of arms; that you may overpovver his arms, you 
:nould know the objecSl of his delirium. 

I began by declaring, and think I have eftabliflicd the 
pofition, that in this warfare of pikes and firebrands the 
Sedl fends forth its legions to Ihiver the feepter, not to 
fight the power; it has not promifed to its adepts the 
crowns of Princes, Kings, and Emperors, but has requi¬ 
red and bound thofe adepts by an oath to deftroy them all. 
In the Sovereign it is not the perfon that they hate; but 
it is the chief, the Minifter of the Social Order. The 
war is. wages-againfi a nation is of a fimilar complexion; 
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it is that war of opinion, which hates, not the Englifli- 
man, but the laws of the Englifh, which abominates not 
the German, the Spaniard, or the Italian, but the God, 
the Altars, the Thrones, the Senates of the German, the 
Spaniard, or the Italian, in (hort, of every people. Do 
not fufFer yourfelf to be milled j the Pentarques will cer¬ 
tainly attempt to warp thefe plans and plots of the Sedl, 
and make them fubfervient to their own ambition; but 
have not the myfteries taught us, that the elevation of an 
Orleans, a Barras, or a Rewbel to the throne, never en¬ 
tered the mind of the adepts when they murdered their 
lawful Sovereign ?-^It may fupport its tyrannic Pen¬ 

tarques in the deftru 61 :ion of kings and governments, but 
it will crufh thefe tyrants in their turn, when they fliall 
have completed the deftrucSfion of fociety. It is not a 
new Efnpire that they are feeking to eftablifli; it is at 
the annihilation of every Erppire, of all order, rank, dis¬ 
tinction, property, and focial tie, that they aim. Such is 
the Ultimate View of its myfteries of Equality and Li¬ 
berty, Such is that reign of anarchy and abfolute inde^* 
pendence, proclaimed in the fubterraneous lurking-places, 
under the appellations of patriarchal reign, of the reign of 
Reafon and of Nature, 

Sovereigns, Minifters, You who watch for the fafety 
of the fubjedl! Is it clear to you why we fo much inlift 
on this general and predominating hatred as the foie prin¬ 
ciple and objeft of this terrible war ? Becaufe it imme¬ 
diately points out that it behoves you to oombat this re- 
lentlefs foe by an ardor and zeal for the univerfal main¬ 
tenance of focial order; becaufe it is now more than ever 
incumbent on you to caft afide all ideas of perfonal in- 
tereft, that might countera6f the general effort; becaufe, 
were it poffible that the interefts of the Sedf could for a 
moment coincide with yours, it would be only a duty that 
you would fulfil in fufpending thofe mutual refentments 
or national jealoufies that have but too long nurtured en¬ 
mities and bioodfhed; becaufe much woe will befal you, 
if you be imprudent enough to think but for an inftant 
than you can either make the principles or the legions of 
the Seft the inftruments of your vengeance, or of your 
perfonal views; for the powers you put in motion ftiall 
foon fall back upon you. 

I am not one of thofe who thought that they could 
trace fuch a kind of policy in the firft motions of the 

Y y , c 
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French revolutfon, pretending that foreign powers had 
abetted the Jacobins with a view, if not to crufli, at leaft 
to weaken the ancient and powerful fabric of the French 
monarchy. I have probed the ftrength of the Se6f when 
it rufhed from its dens. But let it not be overlooked by 
hiftory; let the terrible example of that man who was 
heI4 oi:<; as one of the greatett politicians of the age, be 
ever prefent to the eyes of fovereigns. The Se6f began 
to demonftrate the firft elements of its Code of Equality, 
Liberty, and Sovereignty of the People; baneful policy , 
ordered La Fayette, D’Eftaing, and Rochambeau, to pro¬ 
ceed to the fuccor of a colony aflerting its fovereignty 
againll its mother country. I do not pretend to difculs 
the rights of London or of Philadelphia; but let the mi- 
nifler, the politician Vergennes rife from his grave, he 
who in America would make, and in Holland abet, revo¬ 
lutions of the people equal and free; let him look to the 
throne, or feek the fovereign whofe intereft he thought 
' to ferve when ufirig the Sed: as an engine of ftate ! ! Let 
the minlfter of Jofeph mean, Mercy D’Argenteau, 
come forth; let him behold to what an end the fervices 
of that fovereign populace would lead which he was about 
to aflemble in Brabant, or the fervices or thofe pretended 
friends to the public fofety^ in other words, of the emiffo” 
ries of the Sed, already omnipotent in Paris, or of thofe 
Jacobins "that he would receive and fupport, that he might 
opprefs through the means of anarchy.*^ No, the Sed 
that has fworn to fhiver every feeptre will not avenge 
any quarrel ‘of your’s, or prove^ fupport in danger.—• 
Banllh then every idea of alliance or union with its prin¬ 
ciples and means ! it can never lofe fight of its Ultimate 
End; and if it fhould afFed to make a common caufe 
with you in the annihilation of the throne that gives you 
umbrage, it will only be that it may find you {landing 
( alone and deftitute of allies when it fliall turn back upon 

you. 

To renounce fuch temporary and difaftrous fervices 
can be no great facrifice. the common enemy of 

fociety rears its head, is it not the duty of the chiefs of fo- 
ciety to forget all private quarrels, and unite in combat¬ 
ing fo formidable a foe ? Every Hep gained againft it, 

^ See Letters on the AjfFairs of the Auflrian Neth€rlands> 
Ut. II. P. 31 . 
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will be a ftep gained for yourfelf, for your people^and for 
that portion of fociety over which you prefide. Still far¬ 
ther from your mind be all thofe ideas of cold economy, 
calculating the facrifices or efforts you will have to make, 
or the indemnities you may claim ! When the houfe that 
joins your palace is in flames, do you think yourfelf fafe be- 
caufe you have not contributed to the conflagration ? Or 
do you enquire what reward is offered for extinguifhing 
the flames? More wildly avaricious, would you think of 
pillaging that houfe while the flames were communicating 
to your own? Save theuniverfc, and you fave your own 
empire. Every throne beat down by the Jacobin, re¬ 
duces an obftacle that he has to encounter in the attack 
of yours. Will the arfenals he fhall pillage, will the re- 
quifitions of men, and legions raifed, in the newly con¬ 
quered ftates, enfure the indemnities you afk ; or do you 
expert, by complacency, flattery, and meannefs, to have 
an exception made in your favor? Can you hope to fee 
the Pentarques always preferving their neutrality in your 
regard, becaufe for the moment they are plea fed not to 
demand any farther facrifices from you ? Or, when you 
defert the common caufe, will you ground your fecuriiy 
on treaties of peace, or even on treaties of alliance offen- 
fiveand defenlive ? O virtue ! what defertion of the com¬ 
mon caufe ! O fhame ! O cowardice ! No, the very idea 
of fuch treaties could never have entered your mind, had 
you been acquainted with the Seft that propofes them. 
You have figned them; but you do not enjoy peace, not 
even a neutrality. You are its flave. You are only the 
mouth-piece of its imperious didates, until the Sed fhall 
choofe to llrip you of even the femblance of authority.—. 
You will tell us, perhaps, that you have been neuter in 
the conteft; that is to fay, you have not dared to attack 
the Jacobin that only waits to drag you into flavery till 
he fhall have crufhed thofe wiih whom you fhoiild have 
leagued, and who could have defended you or avenged 
your death.—You have lived in peace with the common 
enemy of fociety! You have fworn to abandon fociety to 
be butchered, thrones to be annihilated and Iceptres to be 
fhivered ; and this without ftiow^ig the leall refiflance. 
—Have you made treaties of alliance? then youvhave 
fworn to fupport the deftroying hordes, and to contribute 
towards the deftrudion and devaftation of fociety. 

You are fenfible as we are of the fhame, of the igno- 
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miny, of fucVa-fieutrality, peace, or alliance.—But a fii* 
perior force commands, , , , Then fay that you are van* 
^uiflied, that you are a Have to the Se6^, and we fhall 
then afk, if on no occafion a valiant death be preferable 
to fiavery? Is that throne faved, around which you {fill 
hover, by permiflion of the Sc6f, merely as the mouth¬ 
piece of its commands ? Are your people faved, who are 
obliged to fully their hands with the crimes inherent to 
Jacobins ? Is that flave free, who, chained to the bench 
of the gallles, can only handle his oars in the fervice of a 
pirate ? If you ftill preferve any glimmerings of Liberty, 
if your ftrength be not entirely exhaufted, rife. Oh ! rife 
once more, and fight the battles of fociety !—Could you 
ftill be lead aftray by that flitting femblance of authority 
which the Sedl has allowed you, hearken to Jean de Brie, 
propofing in the name of the Seft, in the midft of its le- 
gillators, to raife a legion of twelve hundred ajfaj[[insy and 
to fend them, not to kill one king, but to murder every 
king! Did not thofe legiflators announce to you in terms 
fufiiciendy clear (he fate which they intended for you and 
your people, when they declared that they would frater¬ 
nize wish every nation that wifhed to fhake off its laws 
or rife againft its magiftrates and fovereign Would 
you wifh to perfuade yourfelf that there exifts a lingle 
kkig who is not comprehended within the revolutionary 
profeription, go and affift at the annual celebration of the 
feftiral held by the Sedl in honor of the murderers of 
their king; go and hearken to their conftituted authori¬ 
ties, and to the ambaffadors whom they fend to the neu¬ 
tral or allied Powers, all folemnly fwearing the oath of 
hatred to royalty. You have feen the adepts teaching in 
the univerfities, that but a few more years will elapfe be¬ 
fore the laft myfteries of the Se6t fhall be accomplillied ; 
then neither king nor magiftrate fhall exift, nor a Angle 
nation, country, or fociety governed by laws. And with 
fuch a profpeeft before you, do you ftill hefitate at throw¬ 
ing afidc petty jealoufies and perfonal interefts ? Shall 
pretenfions, miftrufts, and enmities, between king and 
king, or nation and nation, difuniie you, when fociety 
calls upon yo'u for the d|^ncc not only of your own crown 
but of every crown, not *001}' of your own nation but of 
every nation v/herev^ laws are recognized ? 
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It is not yet too late. Nations are ftlll more powerful 
than the Sed; let then every nation unite 5 let their kings, 
their fenaces, their people, join in theconomon caufe; let 
every man living in the ftate of fociety confider the war¬ 
fare waged by the Se6t againft fociety and property as 
aimed at his own perfon. Shall the heart of the Jacobin 
alone be inflamed by the fire of enthufiafn ? Shall the 
defolation of your country, the dettrudiou of your altars, 
of your laws, of your fortunes, the devaftation of your 
towns and manfions, the tearing away of your children, 
not roufe you from your lethargy ? Shall not fuch fights 
infpire you with courage, are ihey not inducements for 
facrifices as powerful at leaft as the enthufiafn of delirium 
in the Jacobin i Shall it dill continue to be faid, that the 
Brigands alone know the power and ftrength of union ? 
Every where they are one^ they have but one objed in 
view 5 they all ferve but one and the famecaufe ; they arc 
brethren wherever they meet, merely becaufe they uni- 
verfally aim at the deftrudiori of the focial order. May 
chiefs of nations then uniie in one common tie of affec¬ 
tion 5 for it is the common interefi: of"all and each of 
them to preferve that focial order. Such would be my 
definition of a v/ar of zeal for fociety, a war entirely cii- 
reded againd the Sed, and the only means of depriving 
it of thofe refources which it may have but too plentiful¬ 
ly drawn from politicians hacknied in wars of vengeance, 
jealoufy,and ambition, but little accudomed to the idea of 
fuch facrifices as wars for the general intered of fociety 
may require. 

When I thus wifli to dir up all nations to make but 
one power, but one nation in the common caufe; when I 
thus wifh to fee them all aduated by the fame zeal and ar¬ 
dor for combating the Sed^ the reader may be tempted 
to afk me, what is become of the war of humanity, of 
felf-prefervation, that I v/ifhed to fee oppofed to that w^ar- 
fare of fury, dedriidion, and of fanguiaary rage againd 
fociety?—Doubtlefs, it mud afilid me thus to found the 
general alarm, v/hich calls your embattled legions into the 
field of Marsj but when we behold thofeof the Sed nur¬ 
tured on blood and carnage; when thoiifmds and hun¬ 
dreds of thoufands of citizens, whofe fluggard tranquilli¬ 
ty and averfion to refidance could not fave them from fall¬ 
ing vidiins; when women, aged parents, and even chil¬ 
dren, have been butchered fo recently in the mountains 
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of Switzerland, juft as they had been before in the fields 
of La Vendee, and in divers parts of France; when in eve- ‘ 
ry country into which the Seel can penetrate, the inha¬ 
bitants muft either bend the knee to adore the idol, or per- 
ifh beneath the pikes; who will be the true friend to hu¬ 
manity? Will that man fet himfelf down for a friend to 
humanity, and as having preferred fociety, who would let 
the armies of the Se 61 fucceftively proceed from Brabant 
into Holland, from Savoy into Switzerland, from Pied¬ 
mont into the Milanois; and from thence to Rome, eve¬ 
ry where overturning foetal order, becaufe the Sedl eve¬ 
ry where met but with a feeble and partial refiftance?— 
Which then {hall be the true friend to humanity, the man 
who permits the fcourge to extend and ravage all Europe, 
or he who excites you to crufh the germ of fuch horrors ? 
Will the preferver of your life be the man who, fearing 
to probe your wound, {hall let mortification engender in 
your fleih; or he who, employing the cauftic or the bladey 
Ihall confume or amputate the decayed part to preferve 
the body? Had the counfeliors of fuch a cruel humanity 
forefeen that a Sedt, whofe empire is terror, whofe means 
are thofe of brigands and affaflins, was not to be over¬ 
powered by their perfidious complaifance, what horrors, 
and what rivers of blood, would have been fpared. What 
numberlefs citizens has that reign of terror chained to the 
ftandards of the Seft, citizens even who abhorred it!—^ 
And what numbers would have joined your ftandard, in 
defiance of the reign ot terror, had they feen you Waging 
a war againft the SeiSf, and not a war of ambition. 1 ne¬ 
ver aflilfed at the councils of princes, and am willing to 
believe that my fellovz-countrymen have formed an erro¬ 
neous judgment, and that the reports of partitioning and 
of ambitious views may even have originated with the 
Sevft, fince it acquires fuch empire through its means; that 
error has recruited the ranks of the Sedf with foldiers whofe 
courage and lives (^'ould have been at your difpofal, had 
you found means of convincing them that you had fled 
to armsfolely to vindicate the caufe of monarchy, of theit 
religion, ^ti‘d of their laws; had they not been Jed to think, 
that betv.^een two enemies they were obliged to repulfe 
that which was coming, not to defend them, but to pro¬ 
fit by their diflenfions, and deliver up their country to pill¬ 
age, or make them ihare the fate of Venice or Poland I— 
Deprive the Jacobins of this vain pretext; let every peo- 
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pie that groans under the bondage of the Se£t learn from 
your candid declarations, fupported by your deeds, that 
you only come as their faviour and liberator, that your 
legions have no other objedt in view than the reftoring 
of them to the bleflings of foclal order. 

^ But whither am I wandering, and what was I about to* 
promife ? Shall the fate of my country, the deftiiiy of em¬ 
pires, folely depend on the ftrength of armies ? There is 
a war far more terrible than that of brigands, which the 
Sedi wages againft us. The amazing ^rogrefs of impi¬ 
ety, the corruption of morals, and general apoftacy of an 
age ftvling iifelf the age of Philofopliy ; thefe are the real ' 
arms of the Se^f, the grand fourceof all misfortunes. Ye 
who may be affrighted at thefe truths becjiufe they may 
you moie particularly, turn back to the caufes of 
our misfortunes, and you will trace them all to this apos- 
tacy. 

Infuriate as a demoniac of blafphemy, a difaftrous So¬ 
ph iftef exclaimed, I will not ferve, my Reafon fhall be 
free. The God of Revelation may perfecute me, but I 
will perfecute him; I will raife a fchool againft him, I will 
furround myfelf with confpiring adepts, I will fay to them 
CruJJ) the IVretch —Crufh J— C—. This fchool was 
eftablifhed on the earth; kings and great men applauded 
the doctrines of this demoniac; they reliftied them becaufe 
they flattered and unbridled their paflions. This was the 
firft ftep towards the revolution. Do not come and 
plague nie with idle reprefentations; turn to the archives 
of the impious man whom thou haft idolized; there are 
my proofs. Princes, Nobles, Lords or Knights, fuch was 
the crime, I will not fay of each of you in particular, but 
fo predominant among you, that I may in fome fort call 
it the crime of your corps. The minifters of that God 
'whom you abandoned admonifned you of the fcour^es 
with which apoftates are threatened, and told you that 
your example would be fatal to your people as well as to 
yourfelves. Do you remember how their menaces were 
received ? Attend for a moment to the adfs of that fchool 
which you feti up in oppofition to us. Heaven, in its 
wrath, has pei^mitted the offspring of the fophifters to 
multiply like unto the locufts. They thought themfelves 
the Gods of Reafon; they alfo raifed their voices, declar¬ 
ing that they would not ferve; but, turning their eyes to¬ 
ward you, they added, oppreffion and tyranny has placed 
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men like unto us upon thrones j chance of birth has made 
men Nobles and Grandees who are not fo good as our-^* 
felves. They faid itj and that Liberty which you aflert- 
ed againft your God, when ftimulated by your pailions, 
they now affert againft you at the inftigatioa of their pride*» 
—They confpire againft the throne and the nobility that 
furrounds it. Abandoned to your blindnefs, you courte- 
oufly received this cloud of fophifters, juft as you had re¬ 
ceived their progenitor.—The priefts of the living God 
came once more and admonifhed you, that this fchool of 
impiety would not only operate the ruin of the church, 
but fweep away into the common mafs of ruin Kings, 
Princes, Laws, and Magiftrates. Reafon called as loudly, 
on you as your priefts; but you had turned away from 
Revelation, and you refufcd to hearken to the voice of 
reafon. 

The God whom you daily irritated by your apoftacy 
permitted this cloud of Sophifters to defcend into the a- 
byfs of the Lodges, and there, under pretence of Mafonic 
purfuits, the occult adepts combined their confpiracies 
againft the altar, the throne, and all diftinftions, with thofe 
of the pretended fages whofe dupes yt)u have been. The 
adepts now multiplied as faft as the Sophifters.—^Under 
the aufpices of another pretended Sage, who could im-?* 
prove on every fpecies of impiety and blafphemy, a newr 
Se6l is foftered under the name of Illuminees.—?Thefe, 
like the hero of your apoftacy, fwore to cru(h Chrift, as 
his offspring fwore to cruih you yourfelvcs; and in com¬ 
mon with all brigands, fvv'ore to annihilate the empire of 
the laws,—Such has been the fruit of that Philofophifm 
which you would fo obftinately portray as true wifdom* 
At length to diffipate the i]!urion,and to call you back to 
the faith of his Gofpcl, far more than to avenge himfelf, 
what has your God done? He has filenced his prophets 
and the doctors of his law; he has faid to them, ‘‘Uis-p- 
continue thofe leffons with which you combat the deliri¬ 
um of thefe impious men. They raife their Reafon up 
againft me; it is my Son whom they have fworn to crufb. 
They wifti to reign alone over that people. They have ta¬ 
ken upon themfelves the important talk of leading them to 
true happinefs; I will let them acSt; I abandon that peo-*. 
pie to the wifdom of their new teachers. You, my priefts 
and pontiffs, fly from amidft them, carry away with you 
the Gofpel of my Son. Let their fages beat down his 
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altars 5 let them raifc trophies in his temples to their he¬ 
roes who had fworn to crufh him; and let that people 
proceed under the foie diredlion of the light of their Rea- 
fon. Begone, retire j together with my Son I abandon 
both the people and their grandees to their fages; let 
thofe fages be their leaders, fince they turn their backs 
upon me and my Son/' 

Frenchmen, the God of your forefathers has thus fpo- 
ken. Oh, how deeply and eafily can he confound thg 
prudence of prudent men and the ivifdom of fages / Go ; 
proceed through that vaft empire which he has abandon¬ 
ed to your pretended Philofophy. His priefts have aban¬ 
doned it; his altars are beaten dov/n; his gofbel is no 
longer to be found. Now calculate the crimes and difas- 
ters ! ! Go and wander among thofe ruins, behold thofe 
mazes and fhapelefs heaps of rubbilh. Afic of the people, 
what is become of thofe millions of citizens that former¬ 
ly thronged in their towns and fields; inquire what in¬ 
undation of Vandals has devaftated their land. What has 
been the fate of that town, that proudly towered in mag¬ 
nificent palaces, or thofe other towns, the modern rivals 
of ancient Tyre? By what means have thofe riches 
dwindled into nothing that were annually brought from 
the fhores of the eafl, or the Ifles of the weft. Thofe notes 
of mirth, thofe rural fongs, why have they givtn place to^ 
groans and complaints ? Why is that brow, formerly the * 
I'eat of content now knitted and dov/ncaft with terror; 
and why thofe fighs, that even the fear of being heard 
cannot fupprefs! AH you inhabitants of France, who 
were formerly fo happy under the lav/s of your fi)refa- 
thers, but at prefent victims to all the horrors of the re¬ 
volution, have you not among ye its Philofophcrs, the 
wifdom of its Deifts, of its Atheifts, and of its Philan- 
thropifts ? And you in particular, the difciples, and for a 
long time the zealous protedlors of all thefe revolutiona¬ 
ry fages, how comes it to pafs that you are nov/ difperfed 
on the face of all Europe, poor and deferted ? Is not that 
Philofophy which you fo much idolized now triumphant 
in the very centre of its empire ? 

Ah, how bitter would be fuch language in the mouth 
of a God but too well revenged ! Unhappy vidlims of 
your confidence in thefe falfe fages ! You now conceive 
how terrible it is to be abandoned to the empire of im¬ 
piety ! Confefs at laft, that your credulity, your confi- 
Z i 
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dencc in thefe heroes of Sophiftry has been' difaftrous in¬ 
deed ! They promifed you a revolution of wifdomj of 
light, of virtue ; and they have curfed you with a revo¬ 
lution of delirium, extravagance and wickcdnefs. They 
promifed you a ievolution of happinefs, Equality, Li¬ 
berty, of the golden age; and they have brought down 
upon you the moft frightful revolution that a God, juft- 
ly irritated by the pride and wickednefs of men, has ever 
poured down upon the earth. Such is the end of all that 
impiety which it has pleafcd you to ftyle Philofophy. 

Never let any perfon pretend to difpute the prime 
caufe of all our misfortunes. Voltaire and Roufleau arc 
the heroes of your revolution, as they were of your Phi- 
lofophifm. It is now time to diflipate the illufion, if you 
wiih to fee the fcourge ceafe, and preferve yourfelf from 
a fimilar danger in future. You mu ft work a revolution 
that will be the death-blow to that philofophifiTi of impi¬ 
ety, if you with to appeafe the God who has only permit¬ 
ted this fcourge to befal man to avenge his Son. It is'not 
by perfifting in the outrage, by leaving your hearts a 
prey to the prime caufe of all our misfortunes, that you 
will find the termination of them. The great crime of 
the Jacobin is his impiety; his great ftrength refts in 
yours. The powers of hell will fecond him when he 
combats againft Chrift; and will heaven, think ye, de¬ 
clare for you, fo long as your morals and your faith fhall 
declare you an enemy to the Son of God ? By your im¬ 
piety you become the brother of the Jacobin. You are a 
Jacobin of the revolution againft the altar; and it is not 
by perfifting in this hatred againft the altar, that you will 
appeafe the God who avenges the altar by the revolution 
annihilating our thrones and our laws. 

Such is the laft and moft important leflbn'that we are 
to derive from thofe feonrges that have befallen us in the 
fame gradation as the fophifters of impiety, the fophifters 
at rebellion, the fophifters of anarchy confpired.—O that 
I may have fucceecled, when terminating thefe Memoirs, 
in engraving it deeply on the minds of my readers! May 
it more particularly contribute to pave the way for the 
reftoration of religion, of the laws, and of happinefs in my 
country!—May the refearches that 1 have made todifco-. 
ver the caufes of the revolution, be ferviceable to nations 
that may ftili preferve themfelves, or rid ihemfelves of 
fuch difafters!—'Fhen will that God who has fupported 
me in my purfuit, have blefled my labors with' an ample 
lecoinpence. 
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NOTE 

Fcr the End of Volume IV* of the Memoirs illiifirating 
the Hijlory of facobmijm* 


O N publidilng the Tranflation of the Firft Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, I declared that I confidered myfelf 
as only fulfilling a duty in laying open fo excellent a u ork 
to thofe of my countrymen who were not fufficientiy vers¬ 
ed in the French language to read the original. Theob- 
je£f of the Author throughout has been to (hew the uiii- 
verfal havock and defolation with which thefe depredato¬ 
ry Sedts have threatened all Europe; Mine has been to 
excite the vigilant attention of my countrymen, left they 
fall into the fnares that are laid to entrap them. This will, 
I hope, be thought a fufHcient reafon for the following 
more circumftantial application to Ireland and Great Bri¬ 
tain of the dreadful plots that have been detailed in thefe 
Memoirs. 


IRELAND. 

Ireland, ever fince the year 1782, had prefented a per¬ 
petual feene of different affociaiions for different objedls. 
The Volunteers had given rife to much debate; the Ro¬ 
man Catholics had been adtively employed in petitioning 
the legiflature for the redrefs of certain griev^ances under 
which they labored; and their prayer was at length part¬ 
ly acceeded to. 

The firft appearance, however, of the affociation to 
which we now allude was in June, 1791. The propofals 
for it are couched in the ftyie and exadt terms of the Hie¬ 
rophants of Illuminirm. They recommend the formation 
of an affociation, or, as it is ftyled, “ a beneficent con- 
fpiracy*’ to ferve the people; affuming the fecrecy 
“ and fomewhat of the ceremonial attacned to F reema- 
fonry.” Secrecy is declared to be neceilary to make 
the bond of union more cohellve, and the (birit of uni- 
on more ardent; to envelope the plan with ambiguity; 
to.facilitate its own agency; to confound and teniL 
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“ its enemies by their ignorance of the defign, extent, and 
direSion,” &c. Its Ceremonial is alfo Mafoi,iic, in or¬ 
der to create enihufiaffn. “ Let every member vv^ear (day 
and night) an amulet round his neck, containing the 
‘‘ great principle which unites the brotherhood, in letters 
“ of gold, on a ribbon, ftriped with all the original co- 
lours, and inclofcd in a flieath of white filk, to repre- 
fent the pure^union of the mingled rays, and the aboli- 
“ tion of all fuperiicial difl:in6fions, all colours, and fliades 
of diflFerence, for the fake of one illuftrious End. Let 
this amulet of union, faith, ajid honor, pendent from the 
neck, and be bound about the body next to the fkin, 

“ and clofe to the heart.”—Mafonic Secrecy, Equality^ 
and Union, cannot poflibly be better deferibed. 

Its members are to be chofen from among men in the 
prime of life, v/ithout diftindlion of religion; true philan- 
thropifts, who are not bound down to obedience to that 
wizard word kmpire, nor to the fovereign^y of two 
founding fyllablesj” from among men, in Abort, “ who 
know liberty, who wifh to have it, and who are deter- 
mined to live and die free-men, {vivre Hire ou ?nourirl) 
This afiociation (at firll called the Irifh Brotherhood, 
and afterv/ards the United Irilhmen) will have, it is 
faid, an eye provident and prGrpe61:ive, a reach and am- 
plltude of conception commenfurate to the progreilivc 
dilTufion of knowledge;—it will make the light of phi- 
lanthropy converge.” Its end is declared to be “ 7he 
rights of 7nen in Ireland^ the greaieft happinefs of the 
greateft number in ihisifland; the inherent and inde- 
feafible claims of every free nation:” For, “the rights 
“ of man are the rights of God; and to vindicate the one 
“ is to maintain the other. We mull be free, in order to 
“ ferve him whofe fervice is perfect freedom.” 

The Hierophant next proceeds to ftate, that “ to form 
“ a fummary of the national will and pleafure in points 
“ mofl interefting to national happinefs, and then to put 
“ this doctrine as fpcedily as may be into pra6lice, will be 
“ the purpofe of this Central Society^ or Lodge^ from 
“ which other lod^ies in the different towns will radiate.” 

^ C* • . * 

The difTincIions of rank, of property, and of religious 
perfuafioni^, are to be aholifhed; but whether any thing 
fhort of “ great convulf.crV^ can effectually and fpeedily... 
procure the reform prepofed, is to be, with many other 
principles of fedition, the fubjeiSt of future difcuflion by 
the ariuciation. 
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The whole body was to meet four times a year> and 
the (regulating) committee once a month. Thefe meet¬ 
ings were to be “ convivial^ converfational^ notadebat- 
“ iiig fociety i and confidential^ the heart open and the door 
locked.’' Their external bufiinefis to confift, ifl:> in 
publications to propagate their principles and efFeC^u-. 
ate their ends. All papers for this purpofe are to be 
‘‘ fandlioned by the committee.—2d}y, Communication 
with the dilFerent towns lo be alliduoufly kept up, and 
every exertion ufed toaccomplilh a National Conven- 
tion.—Sdly^ Communication with fitmilarfiocietles a- 
broad, as the Jacobin Club at Paris, the Revolution 
Society in England', the Co?n?niUee ofi Refiorm in 
Scotland." 

Eulogies were to be pronounced (as in the Mincrval. 
Schools) on fuch men as fijall have defervevd well of their 

country until deaths whofe works fliould live in a li- 
brary to-be formed by ihe focietyand dedicated to libe,'** 
‘‘ ty." Thearillocracy (poor dupes) were to be made their 
inffrumenis ."—(Irijh Report^ Appendix^ No, IF ,)— 
Such was the plan on which this aflbeiation was to be 
formed, and it was recommended to the people of Belfalt 
by a Adr. Tone. On the 9th of November, 1791, the day 
on which theaffociation was inflituted at Dublin, a fiiiii- 
lar invitation was publiftied by it, and was figned Napper 
Tandy. Thus do we find that Liberty, Equality, Secre¬ 
cy, Union, and the Rights of Man, were the real objedls 
ot this affociation. It is true that Parliamentary Rctorm 
and Catholic. Emancipation were held out as their only 
objedls; but it has finee appeared upon oath, that ihefe 
were only pretexts, and that the people in Lei after, 
‘‘ Munfter, and Connaught did not care the value of a pen, 
or the drop of ink it contained, for Parliamentary Re-- 
fiorm^ or Catholic Einancipationl^ — Appendix^ No, 
XXXI, 

Their Forms and Regulations were alfo Mafonic.— 
Members were honorary or ordinary, and admitted be¬ 
tween two fiponfiors^ who vouched for the chara6lers and 
principles ot the candidates. The fign and word were a- 
dopted. Funds were produced by admiftion Les, loans, 
and voluntary contributions of the Arijlocrats,^’ Taxes 
alfo of one penny per month were levied on the individ¬ 
uals of the aftbciaiion, and were generally tranfmiited 
through regular gradations to the High Superiors. Many 
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changes, however took place on this fubjeft, and latter- 
iy three pence per month was levied. Thefe funds were 
not even entrufted to the Provincial Committees; but a 
member of ihe Executive attended to carry away the mo¬ 
nies as foon as they were received. It is true, indeed, that 
the Executive acounied to ihe Provincial Committee once 
every three months. 

A Chairman, or Mafter, prefided over the Lodges, 
v/hofe duty it was to preferve order and direct debate.s; 
he had the power of fining refradlory members to the a- 
mount of five fhillings, and even of expelling the member 
if he continues to be contumacious; as alfo to erafe fuch 
members as did not attend their duty after they had been 
fsrved with a regular no.ice. Officers were appointed, 
and the fecretarie^ alv/ays belonged to a higher degree.*— 
The concatenation of the degrees perfeiffly coincides with 
Weiihaupt’s plan, as the following fcalc of correfpond- 
er.ee (of National, Provincial, County, and Baronial 
Commirees, emanating from the Individual Societies) 
Will demonfirate. 


_J. 

% 

C 

B B B 
^ ^ 

in 111 HI 


B B B 

.A*. 

Ill HI HI 


I 

c 


B B B 

-A., 

HI 111 HI 


P 


C 


B B B 

.A^ .A. ^ 

HI Ill HI 


When an Individual Society amounted to thirty-fix 
members, it was equally divided by lot. The firff eigh¬ 
teen drawn by the fecretary were confidered as the fenior 
I'ociety, the remaining eighteen formed the junior fplit, 
and received its ntimber from the Baronial Committee 
through the medium of the fenior fplit. 

The Baronial Committee was compofed of the fecrc- 
taries, treafurers, and a delegate from each individual 
fociety under their dire< 51 ion. The County and Provincial 
Committees wore to be compofed of the fecretaries, trea- 
furers, and a delegate from the Committees immediately 
under them.— (Ibid, No, IL) Ireland was fubdivided in¬ 
to its four Provinces, and its thirty-two Counties; but 
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as foon as two County Committees were formed, the Pro¬ 
vincial Committee of that province was to be chofen.-— 
When two Provincial Committees had been elecled, the 
National was formed of five members from each Provin¬ 
cial Committee, 

No perfon whatever could mention the names of Corti- 
mittcc-men; they were not even known to thofe who had 
eledted them in the cafe of the National or Executive 
Committee, the fecretaries of the Provincial that examin¬ 
ed the ballot only informing the perfons who had the ma¬ 
jority of voies, without reporting to the Ele< 5 lors. Thus 
was the iociety entirely governed by unknown Superiors. 

When any quefiions were propofed in an inferior focie- 
ty, and this Iociety wiflied to tranfmit them to other fo- 
cicties (either to get information on the fubjecfl, or for any 
other reafon) it was to fend them to the committee under 
whole immediate diredlion it might be. 

Strange members were admitted to the meetings, (or, 
as they termed it, to the honors of the fitting on pro¬ 
ducing their credentials*, but the fecretaries made no re¬ 
turns in their prefence. \ 

A teft was taken by every candidate previous to his ad- 
miffioii, in a feparate room, in prel'ence of his two fpon- 
fors, and of a member dele2;ated bv the Mafter for that 
purpofe. The teit was declared to be a foetal andfa^ 
cred coni^aBf and w^as in the words following: I A, B. 
do voluntarily declare, that I will perfevere in endeavor- 
ing to form a brotherhood of afFedlion among Irifhmea 
of every religious perfuafion, and that I will alfo perfe- 
“ vere in my endeavors to obtain an equal, full, and ade- 
“ quate reprefentauon of all the people of Ireland. I do 
farther declare, that neither hopes nor fears, rew'ards nor 
punilhments, ftiall ever induce me, directly or indireft- 
ly to inform or give evidence againfi: any member or 
members of this or fimilar focieties, for any acl or ex- 
prelfion of theirs done or made colleclively or individ- 
ually, ill or out of this fociety, in purfuanceof the fpirit 
of this obligation.”— (Ibid. No. IL) 

Dublin, Belfaft, and Nev/ry, were now become the 
head-quarters of the new confpiracy. 7 'hc latter town 
even enjoyed the exclufive privilege of printing the con- 
fiitutions of the aflociation, till by a decree of the yth De¬ 
cember 1796, it was refolved, that they fiiould be printed 
in three ditferent parts of the Kingdom for conveniency’s 
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A delegate was alfo deputed from thence into the 
county of Cavan and the province of Leinfter, where he 
founded a number of focieties. The whole county of 
'Antrim was foon in a ferment; its inhabitants were dis- 
fenrerSj v/hofe religious tenets bordered on democracy .—- 
Tlie new-fangled Rights of Man began to be the favorite 
theme of all tne difcontented in Europe; Paine’s Works 
v/ere profufely diflributed among the Irifh ; publications 
of all fores and fizes were circulated, holding out “ Ig:-io^ 
ranee as the demon of d'dcord—Uni on ^ as power, wis- 
dom, and the road to liberty,” and teaching the rifing 
brotherhood that a more unjufi; conflitution could not 
“ be devifed, than that which*condemned the natives of a 
country to perpetual fervitude under the arbitrary do- 
minion of llaves and ft rangers —that the firft and in- 
difpenfable condition of the laws in a free ftate is, the 
aftent of thofe whofe obedience they require—that the 
‘‘ will of the nation muft be declared.—Away from us 
(cries the Hierophant) and from our children thofe pu- 
erile antipathies fo unworthy the manhood of nations, 
which infulate man as well as countries, and drive the 
citizen back to the favage.” No longer fliall man con¬ 
fine his attention to fome few fragments of the temple of 
Liberty. In future, “ the ample earth is to be its area, 
and the arch of heaven its dome.”— (Ibid No: F ,)— 
The means of accompliftiing thefe great things were the 
union of the whole people; and England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, were fimultancouny to raife their voice. In ftiort, 
the clergy, gentry, and government, were held out as the 
real opprellors of the people ; and thus were all the prin¬ 
ciples of anarchy and deftruclion of property to be infufed 
into that fame people. Clubs and meetings were held un¬ 
der various denominations ; the Defenders were invited to 
unite and make a common caufe ; and the County Com¬ 
mittees were particularly entrulfed with the care of mak¬ 
ing an union between the Orange Men and the Catho¬ 
lics, though great precaution was to be obferved in fpeak- 
ing‘ of the fatter, left the Proteftants fiiould take alarm. 
Union among themfelv'es and difafte^Iion to government 
was to conftitute their whole ftrength. It was feared that 
the Catholic Clergy would impede their finifter defigns; 
reports were fpread, “ that the titular Bifhops had been 
‘‘ fummoned before the Privy Council, and that they had 
‘‘ received a bribe of five hundred guineas; that they 
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were to fummon all their Priefls, and command them 
« to do all in their power to difcover fuch of their floclc 
« as wef^ United Irifhmen, or had any connection with 
‘Much .’’—(Ibid No, II), —In thofe parts where the 
whole population was Catholic> hand-bills were diftribu- 
ted, pu.porting to be the Conftitution of the Orange 
Men, which was death and deftruClion to every Catholic; 
for, if the common people could be onceftirred up to re- 
bdlion> it was eafy to turn their minds againfi: government 
as the centre of the Orange union (and what great weight 
mull: this aflertion have lately acquired, when that badge 
was worn by perfons whofe duty it is to be ever above 
party prejudice!) while, as in the county of Armagh, 
which had been the fceneof much ftrife between the con¬ 
tending parties, the SeCl fucceeded in uniting and leaguing 
them in one common caufe againfi thofe who were held 
out as the oppreflors of the (late. 

The chain of eorrefpondence once perfeClly efrabllfhed, 
communications were opened with England and Scotland, 
and negociations carried on with the French during the 
lafl fix months of 1795; and in April 1796 the outlines 
of a Treaty with France was drawn up by the National 
Committee, and tranfmitted to the French DireClory.—? 
In the mean time the SeCl continued to propagate its 
principles and enroll recruits, and on the 8th of Novem¬ 
ber all the alTociations received orders to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to rife, and to procure arms and ammunition, 
as the French were immediately expelied. 

On the 24th of December the French really did make 
their appearance at Bantry; and,ftrange to fay, they were 
not feconded in their attempts by the people, who unir 
verfaliy rofe in the South to oppofe their invaders; but 
this is accounted for in a ftill more extraordinary manner. 
The Executive had received news, that the French had 
deferred their expedition till fpring; this circumflance 
threw them “ off their guard, and in confcquence of it 
“ no meafures were taken to prepare the people for the 
“ reception of the French army. The people were left to 
“ themfelveel^ I hope in God that this avowal, made by 
‘one of their intended Governors, may prove a wholefome 
leffon to that fame people, and encourage them to follow 
the loval and genuine dictates of their hearts .—(Ibidem^ 
No. XXXI). 

In future, the bufinefs that will chiefly occupy the 
A a a 
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Committees will be reports on men, arms, and money; 
which latter article appears to have been a fubje£t of great 
contention. Each degree thought itfelf intitlcd to dis- 
pofe of at leaft a part of their funds; and fuch had been 
the law originally; but the High Superiors found it ne- 
cefl'ary to declare, that no Committee below the County 
fhould be empowered to difpofe of the funds. Soon after 
this power was confined to the Provincial,"and ultimately 
one of the Executive Dife£lors always attended at the 
Provincial Committee to carry away with him to the Na¬ 
tional Committee whatever contributions had been levied 
on the brotherhood. The jcalouiy of the brotherhood 
obiiged the National Committee at one time to iflue a 
proclamation, declaring that not “ one penny of their mo-- 
ney had been expended any other way than that it was 
intended ford^ The vigilance of Government greatly 
coiitributed to augment the expenfes of the Se£l, as ma¬ 
ny of the members were taken up and brought to trial. 
^J'hefc were defended at the expenfe of the brotherhood. 
A regular Committee for the defence of prilbners travel¬ 
led the circuits; arid the eminent talents of Mr. Curran 
(employed at a great expenfe) will ever ftand a voucher 
that jufticc was done the prifoners wherever he was pre¬ 
fen r. Large fums were fubferibed by all clafies, and the 
duped ariftocrats (or, as one of the fecretaries ftyles them, 
the Arajlorricks) contributed at one fingle fubfeription, 
in the county of Antrim, 374I. At the fpring allizes of 
3797, held in the county of Down, 750I. were expend¬ 
ed, and a fafe conveyance had been procured to the pri¬ 
foners that were confined in the jail of that county.— 
This, however, was not the only means of defence devi- 
.fed; for it was given as the opinion of a County Com¬ 
mittee, that if there is any United Irlfhmen onthe ju- 
ry that will commit any of the prifoners that is confi- 
“ ned for being United Irifiimen, ought to lofe their ex^ 
ijicnee.^* The expenfes became fo heavy at length, 
from buying arms and fuppprting and defending prifoners, 
that a lottery was fet on foot; but what reader would fus- 
pe6f (as was really the facS) that this meafure was ob- 
jedfed to, on the plea that it encouraged the immorality of 
the people P 

To return to the new military organization of the Seft. 
It was ordered, that every Baronial Committee fliould 
form its three individual focieties into a company of one 
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hundred men, choofing one captain, two l^euten^hts, and 
five fergeants j total loS. I'he reader has already feen 
how exadlly the correfponding fcale coincided with Wei- 
fliaiipfs Illuminifni; but when the military formation be¬ 
gan to take efFe< 3 , and the numbers increafed beyond all 
expectation, it was deemed necefTary to extend and change 
certain parts of this fcale. Greater danger attending the 
taking of arms, the individual focieties began to fplit as 
foon as their numbers amounted to twelve. Thefe were 
to be near neighbors, the better to watch over each other’s 
a£lions and to enfure fecrecy. The fecretaties alone were 
to form the higher committees. They were the bearers 
of all orders from the higher to the lower degrees j they 
reported the progrefs made by, and the views of, the SeCf, 
in as much as it was thought neceffary to let them into 
thefecret^ for we find that even the County Commit¬ 
tees were not in the fecret as to the nature of the en¬ 
gagements entered into with the French. What unhap¬ 
py deluded people then were the lower afibciators, who 
were informed of nothing, but were to be the mere agents 
of rebellion and murder, and were hurried on into this 
abyfs of horrors by a few political libertines who grafp- 
ed at dominion, and v/ifhed to wade to the helm of the 
ftate through the blood of their countrymen! Neverthe- 
lefs every petty piece of information that was tranfinitted 
to the lower degrees was ftyled a Report to their ConJH- 
tuents^ 

According to thb new fcale it was ordained, that ten 
Individual Societies fliould be under the direction of one 
Baronial Committee\ ten Baronials to one upper Baro¬ 
nial; and in large towns ten upper Baronials to one 
Dijiri 5 i, But as foon as a County contained four or more 
DiftriCt Committees, the County Committee was creat¬ 
ed. When committees had been appointed in two coun¬ 
ties, the Provincial. Committee v/as formed of two dele¬ 
gates from each, and the National Committee (or the Ex¬ 
ecutive) of five delegates from each of the four Provin¬ 
cial Committees, though the National Committee vVas 
formed as foon as two Provincial Committees had been 
elected. A part of this Executive v/a? fiarlonary in each 
province; and it appears that Dublin, Cork,'and Gal¬ 
way, were their refidence in tliree provinces; but with 
rcfpe<£t to Ulfter, it does not anpeur whether Bclfatf, Ar¬ 
magh, or Newry, could claim the honor. From this lU'.v 



37^ 


ANTISOCIAL conspiracy; 

formation, each upper Baronial will be found to contain 
a regiment.— XXIV*) 


One Individual Society 
One Baronial I lo 
One upper Baronial | lo | loo 


It Men. 
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The captainr> eledled the colonels, and the latter pro- 
pofed three perfons, one of whom was created adjutant- 
general by the national committee. It may not be impro¬ 
per here to remark the care with which thefe higher con- 
fpirators fought to preferve their authority in their own 
hands, even in cafe of a revolution; for when there was a 
queftion afterward of forming ^ NationalJ£e?nbly^\x.v/zs 
refolved that each of the thirty-two counties fhould de¬ 
pute one perfon to be added to the Executive, all lower 
focieties being cafl: out of the balance, and only to be con- 
fidcred as agents, who, after having been robbed of every 
moral and civil virtue, were to raife on high their fangui- 
nary chiefs and fcducers, glutted with tl^e blood of their 
lawful governors. 

Here we fee the amazing progrefs made, and the great 
power acquired fincethe 9th of November, 1791. Every 
thing now took a ferious and military turn* The new¬ 
el cdfed officers wer^ inftrulied to Jiudy tastes and acquire 
every fpecies of military information with refpeft to roads, 
magazines, mills, &c. Plans were devifed for the fupport 
of the wives and children ‘‘ during th^ exertions of the Bro^ 
tberhood in the fields Every thing that could thwart 
government was difcufTcd and refolved. The confump- 
tion of fpirits was prohibited, in order to hurt the excife; 
bank-notes were cried down; and even the buying of 
quit-rents was exprefsly forbidden. In the mean time the 
High Superiors favv that this armed mob could not be 
competent of themfelves to cope with the king’s troops; 
a means of debauching the latter from their allegiance 
was therefore contrived. Hand-bills were privily circu¬ 
lated, holding out their officers “ as tyrants that had re- 
belied againft the rights of inan^ and whofe orders were 
“ damnable;” bills, in Ihort of the moft inflammatory na¬ 
ture v/erc difperfed among the military by the towns¬ 
people, who were charged with the fedudf ion of the troops 
of their garrifon. They fwore- in fome few of the foldiers; 
thel'c fv/ore others; and when their number was fuffi- 
cient, focieties was flarnieu in the regiments. Here again 
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wc find the fign and ivord^ which were changed every 
month} the catechifm for recogni^iing a true brother; and 
the oath, which was, “ to be true to the French Repub- 
“ Jic, and to take the life of any man who would attempt 
to difeover/’ . . .—The rule for reckoning on friends 
among the military was, “ that in cafe the perfon fworn 
“ is an United Irifhman, and has not taken any a6five fteps 
‘‘ againft the body or any of its members, out of the line 
“ of his profdjjion^ he was to be deemed ftill the tViend of 
“ the United Iriilimen/’— (Ibid, No, XIF.) —The bet¬ 
ter to propagate the fyftem, it was held out to the mili¬ 
tary, that when the French ihould come, the foldiers 
were to be fuch as them; that there were to be no 
' rich^hut all Equality; and that there was no ufe 
“ in their going again!!; the French, becaufe when all the 
Powers were ngainll them, they could make no hand 
of them.’’—They were alio tampered with refpecling 
their pay. When all this had fufficiently fucceeded, “ a 
foidier in each company was appointed to make a re- 
“ turn of united men in his refpeclive company, while 
two of the fteadieil: men,” from each regiment, “ were 
“ employed to carry thefe returns” to the towns-people. 
Thefe, in return, informed them of the progrefs made by 
the Sedi in Ireland, and of its numbers on board the En-, 
glijh and French fleet; as alfo of all kinds of news froni 
the latter. A plan was fettled, “ that upon a fignal giv^cn, 
“ (and this was fetting fire to a houfe, or fome fuch to- 
ken,) if ilt was by day-light, the men fhould turn out 
“ of the ranks; and if it was by night, and it could be fa 
contrived, an United Irifhman fiiould be fentry at the 
gate, v/ho was to fell the barracks; and fuch United 
Irifhmen as v/ere within the barracks were to exert 
themfelves in feizing fuch arms and ammunition within 
as they could get.—If there were but thirty friends in 
the barracks, by having them difperfed up and down in 
the rooms, when the attack was to be made, they could 
“ give the arms to the tov^ns-people.”—If any part of the 
garrifon were not to be depended upon, the cannons feiz- 
ed were to be pointed on the barracks, or whole corps 
Were to be cut off for refufing to coalcfce with them.—^ 
Some of the brotherhood even went fo far as to attempt 
to fit fire to the ftores; but the burning coals were luck¬ 
ily difeovered by a dragoon. Such was the plan for gar- 
rifons and towns; the mode of proceeding in car»p is ex-* 
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emplified in that of Bandon: On the iftof July, 1797, 
** the country was to be fet on fire on both ends, arid in 
‘‘ the middle; and then, with what friends Mr. O’Brien, 
‘‘ near Bandon, could fend them, and what friends they 
“ had in camp, about Four Hundred, they intended firlt 
“ taking the cannon, and then taking the bell-tents, with 
“ the fmall arms, v/hich they would give to the country 
people fent by Mr. O’Brien, and then go put General 
“ Coots and os many officers as they could to deaths and 
‘‘ retreat to Bantry, take pofleffion of the battery, and 
‘‘ keep it, it pofTible, till the French would land." It ap¬ 
peared that, at a future time, when a rifing was alfo to 
have taken place, that the foldiers %vere to put all their 
officers to deaths and the yeomanry alfo if they oppofed them. 
In return for fo fignal a fervice, the town of Skibbereen 
was to be given up to the foldiers for pillage during eight 
hours. — (Ibid. XXIX.) 'I'hus do v/e fee the gradual pro- 
grefs of this horrid afl'ociation toward its cruel and fangui- 
jiary ohjecf— the great end ! !—The committees in 
iuture proceed with the greatefteagernefs to prepare every 
thing that can involve their country in rebellion and blood- 
Ihed. After the example of the bloody Marat, and accord¬ 
ing to the true principles of the Se 61 :,a paper, entitled, the 
Union Star, was publifhed atBelfaft, printed only on 
one fide, fo that it could be parted on the walls of the 
ftrcets.—Let this paper defcribe itfeif:—“ As the Union 
‘‘ Star is an official paper (of the Brotherhood) themana- 
“ gers promife the public that no charadlers (hall be ha- 
‘‘ zarded but fuch as are denounced by authority, as bcr 
ing. the partners and creatures of Pitt and his fanguina- 
ry journeyman Luttrell." (that is to fay, Lord Car- 
“ Hampton, the commander in chief.) The Star offers to 
public jurtice the following detertable traitors, as fpies 
“ and perjured informers. Perhaps fome arm more lucky 
than the rert may reach their hearts, and free the world 
“ from bondage," Then was given aiirt of proferiptions, 
exactly fuch as Marat gave when he ftyled himfelf the 
political calculatory becaufe, when four men had been torn 
to pieces by the demoniacs of Paris, he rtated, that fub- 
tradting 4. from 30,000 there ftili remained 29,996 aris¬ 
tocrats to fall beneath the national vengeance. Now this 
official writer, in his frantic rage, thus addreffes his Sove¬ 
reign: Let the indignation of man be raifed againft the 

impious wretch who profanely afiumes the title of reign-* 
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ing by the grace of God, and immidently tells the world 
« he can do no wrong,—Oh, maa! or rather lefs,—Oh 
‘‘king! will the fmothered groans of my countrymen, 
who, in thy name, fill the innumerable dungeons you 
have made, for ajprtlng the rights of man^ be confid- 
ered no wrongs?—Go, impious blal'phemer! and your 
hypocritical focerers, the fate Philosophy, Juflicej 
and Liberty configns thee, ’Tis inevitable, thy im- 
pofitipns are detecled; thy kind have been brought to 
“ juftice. The lirft poireffor of thy trade has recently bled 
for the crimes of the craft.—e appeal to thy noble 
and venerated name, O Brutus! who bravely aflalHn- 
ated the tyrant of your country amidll: his cohorts,, and 
in the prefence of his penfioned fenate.”— (XXVII,) 

-Thefe are literal extra(SI:s from this paper; and no 

Knight Kadofch of Mafonry, nor Man^king of lllumin- 
ifm could hold more violent language,—Another paper, 
nearly as wild, called The Press, was publifhed by Mr* ** 
Arthur O^Conner, with a fimilar view of inflaming the 
minds of the people. The violence of his own productions 
may be prefumed from the fentcncc he pafies on all the moft 
violent papers of England in his letter to his Brother.—. 
We (Burdetc and himfelf) ordered you the Courier; 
as to the morning papers they are 7 nere lumber in your 
“ office; fc> we did not fend you more than the Courier, 
as in the bufinefs of the Prefs we found it ufelsfs to have 
any other.'"— (Trials at Maidjlone.) 

The Committees continued to receive daily reports of 
the motions and determinations of their allies, the French; 
of their friends in England and in Scotland; and of the 
immenfe progrefs that the Seel was making. November, 
1796, they are informed, that four nevj Societies arc 
“ organized in Scotldnd^ and that the County of Kerry 
Militia required one hundred conftitutions for their own 
ufe."—In April, 1797, “ that their numbers are im- 
menfe in Leinfter, though unacquainted with the (ys-* 
tem of organization. In Ulfter there were 116,844 men 
organized."'^ 

* The refolutions entered into by the united focieties of 
Donaghadee and its vicinity (and feized on the r4th of April, 
J797) are too explicit to be omitted here. They refolved, that 
“ ai! power is radically in the people that “ at the preLnt 
crifis the people behig united fhould arm, chufe their officers, 

** and take a firil, fecond, and third requi/ition of fuch as are 
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Ill May, a new fccne opens itfelf, which unfortunately 
fliews us, that the Irilh Bro'herhood were no ftrangers to 
deliberate airaffinadoii.—Between the hours of eight and 
nine of a Sunday morning, the 7th of May, tygy, a man 
of the name of James Dunn (a fmith and farrier, who had 
been in Lord Carhampton’s fervice for the fpace of fif¬ 
teen years, and lived in a houfe at his lordfhip’s park- 
gate) prefented himfclf at a Baronial Committee^ held in 
a pubiic-hoLifir, Strand-ftreet, Dublin. Maurice Dunn, 
the keeper of the houfe, was his fponfor, and “ would en- 
gage his life for him that he was up or Jlraight.’^ Here¬ 
upon the figns'of the Brotherhood v/ere put to him; and 
having, by his anfv/ers, proved that he was a true and ac¬ 
cepted Brother, the chairman took the chair. James Dunn 
then fubmitted to the Society, that he and a few more 
friends v/ere thinking of doi 7 ig out ((hooting j Carhamp- 
ton, becaufc he was a great hindrance to matters get- 
ting forward.’’ This news electrified the whole com¬ 
mittee with joy.—One exclaimed, It is great nev/s.’’ 
—“ It is glorious news,” cried another: It is the heft 
news we have heard yet,” laid a third: and a fourth de¬ 
clared, that “ it would do more for the caufe than had 
ever been done before.” Dunn then mentioned a nar-r 
row part of the road leading to Luttrelfiown, and a (tone 
wall from whence he might have a flap at Lord Carhamp- 
ton, who, he faid, was damned wary^ and always carried, 
piftols with him; but one good blunderbufs would do as 
much as ten piftols. He then declared that four friends, 
John Broderick, Peter Ps.eilly, Patrick Caity, and Ed. 
Martin, had engaged to join him; on which the Commit¬ 
tee named feven of their members to deliberate on fo im¬ 
portant a buSnefs, and ordered them to meet at-fevea 

‘‘ able to jro forth to war in defence of their tights as men 
that if any prove hoftile to liberty, their eftates or property 
“ lhall be coniifeated, and converted to the national fund.’”'— 
All enemies to the canfe were to be tried by a jury, “ accord^ 
ing to the law then exifing;'"’ and a Revolutionary Commit^ 
tee was to be eftabli.^ed. It is true, that this patriotic zeal was 
condemned by the Provincial Committee as pretnature ; but it 
is to be remembered, that the High Superiors of the Sz& feared 
nothing but a premature infurredlon ; “ for (fay they), by that 
“ means Government would have it in their power to put us 
“ down, never to rife, at lead for a century; and likewife we 
‘‘ have paid a great deal of money to the people in gaol, and 
it will lake a large fum of money to affift them ail winter.’^ 
^"Ippendix No, II), 
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e^clock the fame evening, when Dunn and his compa¬ 
nions were to attend. The cuftomary oath of fecrecy was 
taken by all prefent^to the number of 17; they then part¬ 
ed, after giving as the new word a good act.’’ —At 
feven in the evening the delegated members met, one ex¬ 
cepted. The oath of fecrecy having been adminiftered to 
the four friends, they were introdViced. Thomas Byrne 
then faid, I fuppofe thofe friends and gentlemen 
I fuppofe we all underftand what we are met about?” 
—‘‘ If they were not,” anfwered Dunn, “ I would not 
“ bring them here.”—We know the bufinefs we are 
“ metabout (fays Byrne); let us proceed.” Various plans 
were then propofed for doing his Lordfhip out ,—Dunn 
repeated his; Byrne would have at leaft a party of nine 
mounted; but John Ferral, with fanguinary zeal, infilled 
that every perfon prefent fhould partake of the foul deed; 
and his opinion was adopted. Another refolution propos¬ 
ed by Byrne then paffed; That three at leaft: fhould go 
“ out difguifed with loofe coats and blunderbulTes; and 
the reft:, as yeoman cavalry, to be armed with piftols.” 

-The plan of execution was, that “ thofe with blun- 

derbulTes were to come at the back of the carriage and 
to fire in; thofe with the piftols were then to ride on, 
and fire in at the windows, left the fire from behind 
fhould not have taken effedl; and as they paftTed the 
fooUnan and poJlilUon they were alfo to difpatch them; 
they were then to recharge their pieces, ride on in a 
“ body towards Dublin, and keep together, fo as to fe- 
cure their retreat.” A new oath was then taken, to 
“ be ftaunch and fteady, and true to one another in the 
bufinefs.”—When the book came to John Ferral, ho 
enthufiaftically exclaimed, If this bufinefs milFes, if pro- 
“ vifion be made for my family, I will undertake to do 
“ him in the ftreets.” Several meetings were afterwards 
held on the fubjedl; for never was a murder more deli¬ 
berately planned.—Money being neceftfary for procuring 
arms, the chairman of the committee applied to the Baro¬ 
nial Secretary, who referred him to the Treafurer; and 
the Sunday after (May 14) James Dunn and Patrick Car- 
ty were arrefted in the Phoenix-Park. Carty had, togeth¬ 
er with his father (a Chelfea penfioner) been a conftant 
laborer on Lord Carhampton’s demefnc, and had a houfc 
rent-free. The day after the arreft Lord Carhampton vi- 
fitedDunn in prifon, in the hope that he would difcover 
B bb 
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had become of the three other aflaflins, but he re-^ 
ceived no fatisfa6lory anfwer. On his Lordfliip exprefs- 
ing his furprize that the prifoner fhoiild be capable of fo 
atrocious a deed, the atlaffin anfwer^d, that he thought 
it was a gnod a 5 i\ that he had no perfonal dillike to his 
Lordfiiip, and would never execute it alene^ but with 
his party; that he had never fuffered any injury from 
him; but that he was fworn to execute it, and if he were 
out of that (the prilbn) he would execute it if he could/* 
As to the murdering the poor innocent poftillion, it 
was to do the thing completely/*—After this are we to 
be furprized at the horrid murders that have taken place. 
Lord Carhampton, fome time after the arreft of the fon, 
had an interview with Carry, the father, and told him, 
“ that if his fon would give examinations, he was inclined 
to let him do fo; and in that cafe he thought his life 
“ might be faved; and he dcfired the father would tell the 
fon fo/’—The father faid, « he was apprehenfive, that 
“ if his fon gave examinations, he would be murdered.^* 
I have dwelt on this example, as it was the fubjedf of a 
trial, in which the Attorney-General profecuted for the 
crown, and four counfel attended on the part of the pri¬ 
foner, Mr. Curran, Mr. McNally, Mr. Greene, and Mr, 
Emmett, who had himfelf been a member of the Execu¬ 
tive Diredfory from January to the beginning of May.— 
Such able counfel, and fo public a trial, will ever ftamp 
this as an authentic document .—(See Report of the Trials 
of Carty and Dunu^ tublijhed by Ridgeway*) 

In June, the captains were informed, that the national 
committee had been fitting fifteen days; but as only ten 
thoufand men of the County of Antrim would rife, the 
bufinefs was retarded. The colonels of the County of 
Down were unanimous for the rifing. In July their hopes 
were buoyed up by an intimaction that 75,000 men were 
embarked at the Texel for Ireland; but thefe were irre¬ 
parably broken by the immortal Duncan on the iith of 
Odiober. 

In Aiiguft they received news, that a number of focie- 
ties had been formed in North America^^xA that thefe had 
tranfmitted 211 dollars to their Brethren in Ireland.—In 
Odiobera perion, juft arrived from Scotland, attended at 
the county meeting, held at Down Patrick, and ^^Jhewed 
a Scotch CGnJiituiiony zvhich was ^ WORD FOR word, 
the fame as the Irijhy only that the words North 
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** Britons were put in the place ^Irishmen.” No¬ 
vember I4th> inquiries were made of the delegates of the 
Province of Ulfter, whether they thought that they 
could difarm the military within themfelves; and they 
** all faid that they could, except Armagh.’’— (Appendix^ 
No, XIV- )—On the 28th of December, One confti- 
tution was voted to a member, to be given to part of 
‘‘ a Jhip^s company lying in Belfaft Lough, for the propa- 

“ gation of the general principle.”-At the Provincial 

Meeting for Ulfler, held the ift of February, 1798, it 
was reported, that “ three delegates (of whoni the unfor- 
tunate Qi,ngley, fince executed at Maidftone, was one) 
had juft arrived from France; that the French were go^ 
“ ing on with the expedition; and that it was inagreat- 
er ftate of forwardnefs than was expected; bur what 
was moft flattering, was, that three delegates had been 
^^Jent from the United Britons to the Irijh National 
Committee \ and that from that very moment they were, 
to confider England, Scotland, Ireland, as 
one people aefing for one commoncaufe: There were. 
“ Legiflators now chofen from the three kingdoms to adl 
as an executive for the whole.”—They were alfo in¬ 
formed, that Quigley and one Arthur Mac Mahon, of 
Hollywood, had been the two principal perfons who dur-- 
ing the preceding fufnmer^ had opened the communication 
with the United Britons — (Ibid, ) The delegates from 
England brought an addrefs from the United Britons to 
the United Irifti. In high flown and patriotic language, 
the United Britons informed their fellow men, that 
“ various political focicties had been inftitiited for the pur- 
pofe of REFORM.-^But they had vaniftied, or difeon- 
“ tinned their exertions. The London‘Correspond- 
ING Society^ and other focieties in union with it, had 
rifen upon their ruins.” That England was never with¬ 
out friends to fiibftantial Liberty; but that the flame of 
Liberty had been for a long time Imothered, “ till the 
“ French revolution again fanned its dying embers into a 
« glow, which, they hoped and trufted, would never be 
extinguiflied.—Our numbers (fay they) are immenfc, 

‘‘ our influence ftillmorc confiderable, and oiur fentimeiits 
accord zvith yours, V/e are iinthinned by the tyranny 
“ of the law or of the fword.—Our delegate is enti I’ftcd 
“ to lay before you our proceedings.” And they conclude, 
With beft wiihes for the amelioration of the condition 
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“ of man, and hopes that your exertions and virtues, aid- 
ed by an united people, will fpeedil}! emancipate your 
“ country;—We remain, in bonds of Brotherhood and 
‘‘ Union, 

Yours fraternally.” 

Friday, Jan. 5,1798. 

(Seal) 

It appears on the evidence of John Hughes, (LordSy 
2 slo. /.) a printer of Belfaft, that the delegate was a Mr. 
Bonham, who was accompanied by Citizen Baily and the 
younger Binns. The latter, who was introduced to Hughes 
by Quigley, faid that he had diftribuced moftof the print¬ 
ed addreflTes, and defired to have an edition of them print¬ 
ed. Accordingly a thoufand were printed, and three gui¬ 
neas paid for them by a perfon of Belfaft. 

During this month a regular military committee was 
appointed by the Executive, “ to confider and digeft fuch 
“ plans, and direct the military force in fuch manner, as 
“ might be neceflary in cafe of infurrecfion;'^and in cafe 
“ of invafioii to co-operate with the French.” 

On the 27th of February it was reported, that the As- 
fociation had at that time fourteen delegates in France, 
and that there had been held in London a meeting of all 
the delegates of England and Scotland. In March, the 
brotherhood of the Province of Leinfter fuftained a con- 
ftderable (hock, by the arreft of fome of its leading mem¬ 
bers; but on the 25 th of the fame month it appears, that 
“ the Provincial Committee of Leinfter had perfe6lly re- 
covered from the fhock; they (the delegates of Leins- 
“ ter) were only four days from the time they were tak- 
“ en before they had the whole province in a complete 
ftate of organization; the Government had alfo taken 
three of the Executive, but there were three appointed 
. ‘‘ in their place the very evening after they were taken.” 
How truly does this demonftrate WeifhaupPs affertion, 
that when he once has properly organized his bands, he 
will bid defiance to all his opponents. 

Another principle of that prototype of rebellion had, un¬ 
fortunately, been too well iinderftood by the founders of 
the Irilli brotherhood, and that was to make themfelves 
maftei s of the education of youth. Many fchoolmafters 
(as I have been credibly informed) have ftiown them¬ 
felves extremely active in the whole courfe of this unfor- 
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tunatc afFair. The very firft man v/ho was tried and exe¬ 
cuted in Ireland, for fv/eariiig in the deluded Irifli to be 
true to the French^ was a fchoolmailer called Laurence 
O’Connor.—The following are extracts from his papers, 
and proved on his trial: “ I, A. B, do fwear in the pre- 
fence of Almighty God, that 1 will be true to the pre^ 
fent United States of France and Ireland^ and every 
“ other Kingdom in Chrijlianity^ without its being hurt- 
ful to ibul or body, as long as they prove fo to me.— 
And that I will not come as evidence agaiiifl any of my 
brethren or committees, in any court or place whatfo- 
ever, excepting in court-martial, under penalty of be- 
ing excluded, or death without mercy. —All brothers to 
live lovingly and harmonioufly, and quarrellous to be 
excluded, as the Committee thinks proper.” 

Thefe articles are according to the Foreign United 
States of France and Ireland, by order of our commit- 
tee of L. G. No. 16.” 

A fecond paper was in thefe words: “ The bearer.^ A. 
“ B* was initiated into our fublime degree of L. L. L. by 
« me C. D.” 

There was alfo found on the prifoner three regular cer¬ 
tificates, one of Free Mafons^ a iecond of Royal Arch^ and 
a third of Knights Templars^ (bowing that O’Connor 
was of thefe Orders. One of the Counfel attempted to 
explain away the oath, reprefenting it as “ the mere rhap- 
fody of a warm imagination, ufed to exercife itfelf on Ma- 
fonic myfieries;” he reprelented to the jury, that ‘‘it 
would be a cruel vcrdifb indeed that would ccnvibla man 
of high treafon, merely for ujlng a fezu cabalijiical zuords 
andfymbols.^^ —I will venture to affirm, that fliould the 
learned counfel ever chance to perufe the Memoirs of 
cobinifm^ he will have a clearer infight into the Caufe he 
had to defend, than when at Naas at the adjournment of 
the fummer affizes in 1795 .—(See his Trial.) 

What a melancholy Icene did the feat of fcience (I mean 
the Univerfity of Dublin) prefent, when on the 19th, 
20th, and 2ift of April, 1798, it appeared on thecleareft 
evidence that a body of United Infbmen had organized 
themfelves within the walls of the College! had confult- 
ed about providing themfelves v/ith arms, and had elec¬ 
ted officers 1 —Nineteen ftudents were expelled, and fom® 
other perfons cenfured .—(Fijitation held by Lord Clare.) 
In the mean time open rebellion continued its progrefs; 
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and on the ift of April it is reported to a committee,that 
a letter bad been received from Bartholemew Teeling 
(executed in September 1798, being talcing in arms with 
‘‘ the French in their invafion at Killala) who was one 
“of the delegates in France, flating, that the French 
“ troops would mofi: certainly be on board by the middle 
“ of this month. The troops from Breft and that neigh- 
“ borhood were determined to try to evade the Britifli 
(leet, and to land in Ireland; of courfe the Britifh fleet 
“ would follov/ them; and while thus drawn off, all the 
“ other troops embarked at other ports would make a 
“ defeent on England. Whatever might refult from this 
“ attempt, it was the fixed determination of the National 
‘‘ Committee, in cafe the French (hould be fruftrated, 
“ that the brotherhoodJhould of themfelves make a rifng. 
“ 7 'he citizens of Dublin, it was fuppofed, with the as- 
“ Jiifance of the army, could feize the capital at any mo- 
“ menr.’’ Unfortunately, the principles of the Sedt had 
made fuch a progrefs, that as early as February the re¬ 
turns declared the number of the brotherhood to amount 
in Uifter to 11O3990, in Munfter to 100,634, and in 
Leinfter to 08,272; and out of 8,000 military in Dublin 
aloiie, it was ftated that 3,800 would a6l againft Govern¬ 
ment. 7 'he Executive proceeded to carry their determin¬ 
ation Into execution. Dublin, Chapel-izod, the camp and 
the government, were to be feized on at one and the fame 
time; and the fignal was to be given to the whole coun¬ 
try, by the burning of the mail coaches. But, in order 
to get pofleflion of the camp at Lehaunffcown, theMefirs, 
Sheares applied to Captain Armitrong, who, true to his 
duty (and happily for his country), laid open the whole 
of the plan to his commanding officer at whofe exprefs 
delire he continued to commune with the confpirators* 
He was quefiioned by them as to the ftrong and weak 
fidcs of the camp; and a Mr. Lawlefs (a furgeon), with 
the natural huimiiiity of his Se 61 :, oblerved, that “ the 
trees on the right of the camp would be very convenient 
for hanging people.^’ At length it was agreed, between 
the Melirs. Sheares (John was a member of the Exe¬ 
cutive) and Captain Armflirong, that the latter fliould 
“ erect a ibndard upon the night to be fixed upon for 
“ the attack upon the camp, which was to be joined by 
“ all whom he had previoufiy known to be United Irifh- 
“ men; that no petfon was to be fpared'^^ and they were 
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not to be given the option of joiniiig at the time of the 
attack.’* 

The camp once carried, and'Dublin fallen into the 
hands of the confpirators, we may judge of the ufe they 
meant to make of their victory, by the following pafla- 
ges of a proclamation found in the pofleflion of iVlr. Hen¬ 
ry Sheares, and in the hand-writing of John Sheares,the 
member of the Executive : 

• “ Irhhmen ! your country is free, and you are about 
to be avenged. That vile government, which has fo 
long and fo cruelly oppreffed you, is no more. Some 
of its mojt atrocious monjiers have already paid the 
forfeit of their UveSy and the rejl are in our hands .—• 
Arife then, United Sous of Ireland ! Rife like a great 
and powerful people, determined to live free or die !—■ 
Arm yourfelves by every means in your power, and 
“ rujh like lions on your foes —In the caufe of Liberty^ 
inadlion is cowardice, and the coward Jhall forfeit the I 
‘‘ property he has not the courage to prote^l; let his arms 
be feized, arid transferred to thofe gallant fpirits who 
^ want and will ufe them. Yes, Irifhmcn, we fwear by 
that eternal juf icey in whofe caufe you fight, that the 
brave patriot who furvives the prefent glorious ftruggle, 
and the family of him who has fallen or lliall fall here- 
after in it, (ball receive from the hands of a gratelul na- 
tion an ample recompenfe out of that property which 
the crimes of our enemies have forfeited into its hands. 

But ive likewife fweary to puniJJ) robbery with death 
and infamy ! ! ! 

“ As for thofe degenerate wretches who turn their 
fwords againft their native country, the national ven* 

‘‘ geance aivaits them : let them find 7 jo quartery unlefs 
“ they fhall prove their repentance by fpeedily defert-- 
« ing. —&c. &c. 

“ Many military feel the love of liberty glow within 
their breafts, and have joined the national Irandard. 
Receive with open arms fuch as fhall follow fo glori- 
ous an example. But for the wretch who turns his fword 
againft his native country, let the national vengeance 
he vlfited on him y let him find no quarter.—(I rial of 
Mefjrs. Sheares. 

'Ehe foregoing is more than fufficient to (how the na¬ 
ture of this afifociation. My obje 61 : has not been to writfe 
the hiftory of the late rebellion, but merely to fliow that 
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its oojeiSl^ end^ and means^ were entirely fitnilar to that of 
the infernal Se6t defcribed in the Memoirs that have juft 
been laid before the English reader. May my country¬ 
men profit of this awful example in Ireland, and guard 
againfi: the infidious progrefs of that Sedt in Great Bri¬ 
tain ! 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

When we turn our eyes toward Great Britain, aflb- 
ciations of a fimilar tendency appear; under a great di- 
vcrfity of names indeed, but all a^uated by a fimilar fpi- 
rit. Their firft objedi: was, to captivate the minds of the 
people by means of ledlures delivered on political fub- 
‘‘ jedls, calculated by their very extravagance to catch 
the attention of the audience; and in the courfe of them 
^ every topic was employed that could inflame their 
‘‘ minds, alienate them from the laws and conftitution of 
their country, and habituate them to principles of fe- 
dition and rebellion. The moft violent publications 
“ to the fame eiFedt were fecretly but generally circulated 
in hand-bills, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
parts of the country. Every point that could excite 
difeontent, according to the puiTuits, interefis, or pre- 
judices, of different claffes, has been fucceffivcly dwelt 
‘‘ on, and always in fuch a manner as to conncdl it with 
“ the leading defign. The attempt to accomplifh this 
“ End has appeared in the fliape even of play-bills and 
fongs; feditious toafts, and a ftudied felediion of the 
‘‘ tunes which have been moft in ufe in France fince the 
Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpofe, of 
‘‘ endeavoring to render deliberate incitements to every 
fpecies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people.’^ 
(Eng. 2d Report^ p. 7 . 0 .)—“ In the fame manner (fay 
the confpirators) that a farmer may be roufed by the 
mention of tythes^ the Jhoe-makers may by the exceffive 
‘‘ dearnefs of leather.^ the inn-keeper by the numerous and 
unneceffary Jianding army^ and ALL by a temperate 
and difpaffionate relation of the immenfe number offine^ 
cure places and ufelefs offees^ in which the corrupt and 
proftitute favorites, agents, &c. of the Rich and Great 
riot in the fpoils and plunder wrefted from thehufband- 
' ^ man, mechanic, &c.— (Jp. C. p. 28.) 

The aflbeiatiou that took the lead was, the Society 
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FOR Constitutional Information, which on the 
234 pf iVlarch, 1791, voted thanks to Thomas Paine for 
his work on the P..:ghts ofJVIan .—(Ibid 'll,) Other fo- 
cieties, fuch as thofe of Sheffield, Manchcfler,- &c. pafled 
fimilar votes fur his having demonftri|ted the rights of 
m,an in a manner fo clear and convincing. In May, 1792, 
this focihy fefolved, that a communication fhould be 
opened v/ith the facofin Club of Paris 3 and an addrcfs 
to that club v/as tranfmitted, figned by the chairman. An 
addrefs was alfo voted to the,National Convention on the 
9th of November, 1792, in confequence of the attack of 
the lOtli of Auguft, on the French Monarch, ftyling the 
Conyentiqn fervants of the fovereign p.eG.ple^ and bene- 
« factors of mankind, I he benefits (&i^y (-Ay) will in part 
tc be ours,^ but the glory will be all your own; and it is the 
« reward of your perfeyerance; it is the prize of virtue.*^ 
—(Ibid 24. j ‘ 

Another alTocIation, calling itfelf the London CoRr 
responding Society, was inftituted in January, 1792. 
It immediately formed a clofe connection with the Society 
for Conftitutidnal Information; on the 12th October, 
1792, it framed an addrefs to the French Convention; 
the deputies who prefented it, “ after pointing out their 
« wiflies to effe£l in this country a revolution fimilar to 
« that made in France, confider the example of France as 
having made revolutions eafy; adding, that it would not 
« be extraordiu^uy, if in a ffiort fpace of time the French 
« fhould fend addrelles of congratulation to a National 
Convention of England'^ and the prefidcnt in his anfwer 
« fays, the moment,, without doubt, approaches when the 
« French will bring congratulations to the National Con- 
vention of Great Britain. ^ — (^Ibid, 1 ^*) The frater¬ 
nal embrace and the honors of the fitting were the natu¬ 
ral rccompenfe of fuch patriotic declamation. The fan- 
guinary Barrere, St. Andre, and the infolent Roland were 
declared honorary members, and the fpeeches of the two 
fonner on the trial of Louis XVI. were entered on the 
books of .the fociety. 

Various focieties were now formed in different parts 
of England, all correfponding wdth thofe in London, as 
their centre. Reform in parliament, univerfal fuffrage, 
and annual eleaions, were the objeAs held out to the over- 
credulous. Soon we find the London Society for Con¬ 
stitutional Information and the London Cor- 
C c c 
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RESPONDING SOCIETY in clofe conneftlon with, and 
a6lually directing, fimilar focieties at Hertford; at 
Cambridge ; in Norfolk, at Norwich ^ atLiECEs- 
ter; in Warwickshire, at Coventry and Birming^ 
ham\ at Nottingham; in Derbyshire, at Derby 
and Belper\ in Cheshire, at Stockport \ in Lanca¬ 
shire, at LiverpoolManchejler\ in Yorkshire, 
in the Weft-Riding, at Sheffelld^ Leeds^ Bradford^ HaU 
ijax^ Huddersfield^ and Wakefieldy in Northumber¬ 
land, at Tyney See, Aftbeiations were 

alfo formed at Bristol. With refpeft to Scotland, 
Edinburgh appears to have been the central point for 
that country correfponding with London. In the interior 
of Scotland, and under its diredlion, we find many towns, 
fuch as Lelthy Dundee^ Perthy Stirlings Kllfythy Kyrkin- 
iullochyGlafgow (which alfo correfponded with London) 
Palfieyy StrathaveUy Dalkeith^ See. The fame rules of 
proceeding, and for fubdividing the focieties, are to be 
traced again. But nothing can better illuftrate the na¬ 
ture of thefe aftbeiations than that of Sheffield. 

This afTociation they tell us (Appendix D.) themfelves, 
“ originated in an afTembly of five or fix mechanics^ who 
by their meeting at fome one of their houfes, and con^ 
‘‘ vcrfing about the enormous high price of provlfions\ the 
grofs abiifes this nation labors under from the unbound., 
ed authority of the MonopoUfers of all TTcnY^yfrom the 
KING to the peasant; the wafteandlavifhof the pub- 
lie property by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and de- 
‘‘ bauchery, fources of the grievous burthens under which 
‘‘ the nation groans; together with the mock reprefent- 
“ ation of the people;—thefe being the fubjedls of their 
“ converfation, they concluded^ that nothing but dark- 
NESS and ignorance in the people could fulFer the 
“ rights of every freeman to be thus violated.^' They 
then invited their neighbors to deliberate on this patrio¬ 
tic difeovery; they re-printed an edition of i6oo copies 
of Paine'*s PAghts of Man^ and fold it at fix-pence to en¬ 
lighten their fellow-countrymen. They ftyle themfelves 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, write up to 
London, on the 15th of January, 1792, to requeft the 
favor of forming a conneftion with all the like foci- 
etics in England, and efpecially with thofe or fome of 
them in London, the Thatched-houfe, the London-ta- 
vern, or others, and humbly fulicit their advice and as- 
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fiftance In the accompli thing thereof, in order to form 
our refolves ftmilar to theirs ; becaufe, as we are a( 5 lu« 
ated by the same caufe and principle^ and all our in- 
terefts being one^ our fentiments ought and muji be the 
fame.^^ In about four months after, they inform the 
London Society, that ‘‘ not only their large and popu- 
‘‘ lous town, but the ivhole neighborhood for many miles 
round about, have an attentive eye upon them; and that 
‘‘ moft of the towns and villages were forming themfelves 
‘‘ mtoJimilaraJfociationsfiriSflycopyingafterusJ* They 
alfo declare their objedi to be, a radical REFORM of 
“ the Country as foon as prudence and difcretion would 
permit, and eftabliflied on thatfyftem which is confilf- 
ent with the rights of man,^* They requeft that cer¬ 
tain members of their affociation may be admitted to the 
London meeting,which now becomes the regulating com¬ 
mittee, that a more clofe connection might be formed 
and communication be maintained, “ for the extenfion of 
ufeful knowledge from town to village^znd from village 
to town, until the whole nation be fufficiently enlight- 
ened and united in the fame caufe^ which cannot fail of 
“ being the cafe wherever the molt excellent works of 
Thomas Paine find reception.Should any perfon 
wilh to be convinced, that all thefe, as well as the Irifh 
focieties, were formed on Weilhaupt’s correfponding fcale, 
let him attend to the improvement which the Sheffield 
people were about to adopt at the end of the 4th month, 
and after this offspring of the difcontented mechanics had 
correfponded with London : “ It is certainly (they fiiy) 
“ the bell way of managing large bodies, as in great and 
“ populous towns; viz. dividing them into fmall bodies 
“ or meetings of ten perfons each, and thofe ten to ap ^ 
“ point a delegate. Ten of thefe delegates form another 
“ meeting, and fo on, delegating from one to another, till 
at lall they are reduced to a proper number for coiifii- 
tuting the Committee or Grand Council.’* After 
this, it is really ufelefs to trouble my reader with any 
thing more on the nature or principles of the focieties of 
Great Britain. We find fubferiptions carried on for the 
defence of the profecution commenced againft Thomas 
Paine. The Scotch Societies agree with thofe of Eng¬ 
land to hold a Convention, which, tho* not general from 
England, met in October, 1793-—(Appendix F.)—A 
letter was there read from the four united focieties of li e- 
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land. Citizens Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler at¬ 
tended from Dublin, but xvere not delegated^ howev^er, 
the latter made a report to the conventioif oil the ftate of 
Ireland. Margaret^ a London delegate, faid, « The fo- 
“ cieties in London are very numerous, though fomewhat 
“ fludluating. In fome parts of England whole towns 
“ are reformers5 Sheffield and its environs have 50000. 

“ In Norwich there are 30 focieties in one.-^—if we could 
get a convention of England and Scotland called, we 
might reprefent fix or fieven hundred thoufiand males, 
which is a majority of ail the adults in the kingdom; 

“ and miniftry would not dare to refufe us our rights.’’ 
'^I'hey had held fourteen fittings, when the m igiltrates 
thought proper to put a flop to it and arreft fome of the 
members; others aped the conduct ^pf the tiers etat zt 
Verlaiiles, when ordered to difperfe, and adjourneu from 
place to place; happily, however, they did not fuccced. 
Ail their forms, 'and even their modes of fpeech, were 
fervilely copied from the French. After the numerous 
adherents that they had feduced, it is natural to think that 
the teachers of the Sect thought it time to bind the mon^ 
filers who dared oppofe them; 10 effectuate this, pikes 
v/ere forged in different parts of Great Britain. A 
plan (writes the fecretary of the Sheffield fociety, in 
“ April, 1794) has been formed for carrying into effect 
this necell'ary bufinefs (of arming). Pike-blades are 
made with hoops for the fhafl to fit the top ends; the 
bottom end of the (hafts (hould be about an inch chick- 
er, and fir is recommended for the (hafts, feletltcd by 
perfons who are judges of vvood. The blades and 
hoops will be fold at the rate of one (hilling, properly 
tempered and pollffied. The money fent with the or- 
‘‘ ders.”—(2d Report^ p. 2)— 1 he fecretary of the Cor^ 
refiponding Society gave diretlions tvhere the pikes might 
he procured (page 5); thofe who could procure mus¬ 
kets learned the ufe of them, exercifing by candle-light,, 
or under pretext of loyal affociations ; that which affuined 
the name of Loyal Lambeth would admit none but thofe 
'\vho were members of the Correfponding Society, or who 
promifed to becfnne fo; nor had this armed affociatiou 
been authorifedbv government. Meanwhile Scotland had 
made fuch progrefs, that the brethren there not only be¬ 
gan to arm with pikes, but alfo turned their mind towards 
acling! The plot was fortunately difeovered. A ffieriff's 
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officer went to fearch the houfe of a Mi\ for forrie 

goods which were fuppofecl to have been fccreted, as be¬ 
longing to a bankrupt of the name of Neilfon^ and who 
has lince commenced preacher ii5 England, in this fearch 
he found fome pikes; and in a fecond (made in ihe fame 
week, on the 15th of May, 1794) many more were dis¬ 
covered in a clofet. This gave rife to enquiries, and it 
was found that no lefs than 4000 pikes had been ordered 
for Perth, belide thofe wanted for Edinburgh. It was far-* 
ther difcovered, that this was a member of the Com^ 
mittee of Ways and Means delegatecffrom the remnants 
of the convention; that he had in this committee read a 
plan For feizing on the Lord Juftice Clerk,the Lords 
of Seffion, and the Lord Provoff:* A fire was to be 
lighted at the Excife, and when the foidiers werecom- 
ing down, the people were to fail on them and feize the 
“ Banks.” As foon as this had fucceeded, a proclama¬ 
tion was to be iffued, Defiring all farmers not to remove 
their grain under pain of death, and all gentlemen not 
to go three miles from their houfss.” grand plan 

was communicated to the Societies by means of travel¬ 
ling adepts, who had a certificate authorizing them to 
call at the Societies. It was not figned, but feals were 
attached to the cominiflion. The plan executed, and the 
Arijiocrats Jei%edf couriers were to be fent to the 
country with the news. In JVatt'% houfe were alfo found 
the types of the hand-bill contained in Appendix A. No. 
I. and dated Dundee, April 12, 1794, which was diftri- 
buted among the Fenciblcs, to fllr them up to revolt.— 
The manner of diftributing them is worthy of remark, as 
being common to England v/eil as to Scotland. Dozu^ 
nie^ who was alfo a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and who was convicted with Watt^ after 
giving fome to a perfon \yho was to diftribute them, 
defired him to throw the parcel on the floor; and if 
“ any body alked hitn w’here he got it, he might fay he 
found it.” A fhort time after, thefe hand-bills found 
their way to the foidiers in garrifon at Dalkeith.— (See 
the 1 rials of JVatt and Downie^ in Auguft and Septem¬ 
ber, 1794.; 

On the izth of April, 1797, England witnefied the 
awful fight of its fleet in open iiifurre&ion. Here, as 011 
land, we find oaths of fecrccy and of union, delegates, and 
accord of fyftem pervading the whole mutiny. At PortL 
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mouth it was happily quelled, in a great degree, by the 
20th of April; feme ftraggling fliips would indeed (how 
(ymptoms of revolt, from time to time, both there and at 
Plymouth: At length the great mutiny at the Nore broke 
out on the i 2 th of May^ and was not fuppreffed till the 
month of June. Many of the mutineers were brought to 
trial; and Parker, their leader, was hanged on the 30th 
of June. No authentic document appeared on thefe trials, 
indeed, that could conne6t this mutiny with the fecret fo- 
cietics on land; but, if we look to dates, it will be evi- 
ckujt, that the Correfponding Society did not view this in- 
furreiSfion of the fleet with an indifferent eye. I here al¬ 
lude io the papers that appeared on the trial of a man of 
the name of Fellowes^ who had been a journeyman car¬ 
penter before he took to patriotic line\ he was tried 
at Maidflone on the 13th of March, 1798, (bis trial hav¬ 
ing been deferred at his own requeft) and fentenced to two 
years* imprifonment. The account of the tranfa<Stion giv¬ 
en by the prifoner, as appeared in evidence, is as follows: 
That he lodged at a Mr. Wratten’s houfe in Maidftone; 
that a parcel came there on the \ Zth of May ^ 17975 (^ 1 ^^ 
“fleet in full mutiny) direfted to Mr. Wratten, by a 
“ Charing-Crofs coach.—The wife opened the parcel; 
“ and, as Mr. Wratten was from home, he (Fellowes) 
“ told the wife, that the papers it contained belonged to 
“ one of the focieties; there was to be a meeting, he told 
“ her, on that night at the Rofe and Crown ; that he would 
“ carry them there, and take the fenfe of the meeting. He 
“ accordingly did fo; read one of them, and none of the 
“ fociety made any objedlion. He then laid them on the 
“ table^ and the members of the fociety helped themfelves 
“ as they thought proper f found the was 

the cafe with the hand-bills in Scotland.) Some of the 
bills were carried from this meeting to another divifion 
of the fociety, fitting at the Cajlle //7w, under the pretence 
of knowing whether they were legal; but, whether legal 
or not, they were diflributed before morning among the 
foldiers then at Maidftone.—The paper began thus:— 
“To the Britifh Army:—Comrades, are we not men? 
“ —Is it not high time we fhould prove we know our- 
“ feives to be fuch?—Are we any where rcfpectcd as men 
“ —and why arc we not?—Have not wrong notions of 
diicipline led us to our prefent defpifed condition ?—Is 
“ there a man among us who does not with to defend his 
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country, and who would not willingly do it without be- 
“ ing fubjedl: to the infolence and cruelty of effeminate 
“ puppies? IVere «^/the Sailors (at that time in full 
infurre6tion), like m'jcked for want of thought^ tho* 

not fo much defpifed for poverty as we are? Have they 
“ not proved that they CAr^ think and act for them^- 
felves^ and preferve every ufcful point of difcipline full 
as well, or better than when tinder the tyranny of their 
officers Then comes a heap of declamation againft 
the officers, againfl: Parliament, againft barracks, (a ter^ 
rible grievance, as it guards the foldiers from falling an 
eafy prey to the difcontented) and on thefyflem of cloth¬ 
ing; the Addrefs then proceeds:—“ Thefe are a few of' 
“ our grievances, and but a few; what fhall we do?— 
The tyranny of what is falfely called difcipllne^^r^z/i?«rx 
“ us from aSting like other men* We cannot even give in 
a petition for that which common honefty would freely 
“ have given us long ago. We have only two choices^ ei- 
‘‘ ther to fubmit to the prefent impofitions, or demand the 
treatment proper for men. The power is all our own, 
“ The regiments which fend you this are willing to do 
‘‘ their part.” (Can the Correfponding Society here de¬ 
nominate themfelves regiments, in confequence of their 
pike-bufinefs?) “ They can fhow their countrymen they 
“ can be foldiers without being Jlaves^^Xi^ will make their 
‘‘ demands asfoon as they know you will not draw the 
trigger against them. —Of this we will judge 
‘‘ when we know you have diftributed this bill, not only 
among your comrades, but to every foldter whom you 
“ know in every part of the country — Be fober—Be 
ready.” The whole of this trial took place in prefence 
of feveral of the members of the Correfponding Society 
of Maidftohe; and after the fentence of two years impri- 
fonment was paffed on Fellovves, and that he was taking 
from the bar, fome of his friends confoled him by faying, 
‘‘ Two years! that is a long while; but Buonaparte will 
‘‘ be here before that.” However this vapouring Caine- 
leon is little to be dreaded by Britons. 

f land-bills of the fame nature were difperfed among the 
army in other parts, and particularly in London; but, like 
true foldiers, they only anfwered by offering rewards 
(colledted from their pay) for the difeovery of the mis¬ 
creants who had conceived fo mean an opinion of them 
as to think they could be feduced from their duty. A par- 
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cel or hand-bills, iii the very terms here mentioned, was 
thrown into the flables of the Second Regiment of Horfe 
Guards, between the.hours of one and three in'themofn-’ 
ing, but was treated with the contempt it deferved. The 
diftribiition of fuch hand-bills, and the proof adduced at' 
Maidftone, will caufe much lefs furprize, when it is known, 
that “ the defign of endeavoring to feduce the armv fronV 
“ their duty had been the frequent fubjedt of converfation' 
^ among fome members of the Correfponding'So^cietv; it' 
even appears, that a projedl was repeatedly agitat^ a- 
moiig them, of ftriking a fudden blow, 'and beginning 
bv fecuring the Royal Family and the Members of both^ 
“ Houfts of Parliament, with the hope (as it was exprefs- 
ed) that the army being zvithout leadcrs^zvouldno long^ 
er oppofe their attempts.~{ 2 d Report^ p. 17.,) ^ 

The Irifb fyllem was now fully adopted in Scotland^ 
as on die zift October, 17975 a perfon juit arrived from 
Scotland brought a Scotch Conftitution to a County Meet-' 
ing at Down Patrick, “ which wms word for word the’ 
lame as that of the Iridi, only the words United^ourn^ 
Britons were fubitimted for United Irishmen.”—-’ 
(Irifh Jppendix^ No. XlV. )—And on the 5th of Janu-* 
ary, 1798, Ihe United Britons fend the addicfs already 
mentioned in the account of Ireland,declaring that The 
Society of the Friends of the People 2 iW’\ that {ox Confix 
“ tutional Information had difeontinued their exertions; 

' that the London Corrtfponding Society^ 7 iX\A otherfocie- 
ties in union with it, had arifen upon their ruins.”— 
(Ibid.) —The delegates who carried it informed the Na¬ 
tional Committee of Ireland, that England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, were in future to be confidered as one peo¬ 
ple, acting for one common caufe; that legiflators were 
now chofen from the three kingdoms^ to akt as an Exe^ 
cutivefer the whole.’' —Whither does this infor¬ 
mation naturally lead us? Surely to that paper which gave 
rife to the famous trial at Adaidftone of (^ngley, Binns, 
O'Connor, &9. ? It began thus: The Secret Committee 
of England to the Executive DireSiory of France~ 
Health and Fraternity—rhe 6th of Pluviv)re (or Janu- 
arv 25th, exacfly twenty days after the addrefs to Ire- 
land.) Citizen Directors-^vvc are called toge- 
“ ther, on the wing of the moment, to communicate to 
you our fentimeats; the citizen who now prefents them 
to you, and who was the bearer of them before, having 
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« but a few hours to remain in town,expefl: not a labor- 
ed addrefs from us; but plainnefs is the great charac- 
teriftic of republicans. 

‘‘ Affairs are now drawing to a great and awful crijts'y 
tyranny^ flialceii to its bafis, feems about to be burled 
‘‘ in its own ruins. JVith the tyranny of England ihat of 
all Europe mull fall. Hafte then, Great Nation, 
forth thy gigantic force ! Let the hafe defpot feel thine 
“ avenging llroke,and let one opprelTed nation carol forth 
“ the prailes of France at the altar of liberty. 

We faw with rapture your proclamations ; they met 
our wanneft wiflies,and removed doubts from the minds 
of millions. Go on ! EngUJhmen will be ready tofecond 
your efforts ! ! I” What fpurious breed of Engliftimen 
are thefe ? What race of Englilhmen have fulfered them- 
felves to be led away by fuch bafe-born cowards ? Is it in 
the life-time of a Howe, a Hood, a Bridport, a St. Vin¬ 
cent, a Duncan, or a Nelfon, that they dare invite thefe 
enemies of the human race to come and pillage this flou- 
ri filing country ? Are the fans culottes then to lord it in 
London Itreets, bearing on pikes in fanguinary triumph, 
the heads of ihe beft men of England, with the hideous 
yells of Equality Liberty? Vainly ihall fuch fyco- 
phants, in the hope of partaking of the, general pillage 
and of defpoiline: their fellow-countrymen (for, from the 
king to thepeafant^ all are declared monopolizers) fpread 
the terror of French arms and the impofiibility of refill¬ 
ing them. No j far from us be fuch teachers and fuch 
leaders, who only beguile the unheedy to lead them to 
beggary, wretchednefs, or the gallows. Entglishmem 
are loyal^ manly^ and bravely and when once they fhall 
have unmalked thefe infidious brethren, they need never 
doubt of viftory. But to return to the addrefs:—The 
nation is reprefented to be on the eve of bankruptcy; as 
making great progrefs in democracy; and as placing little 
confidence in the leaders of oppofition (at leall fuch was 
the explanation of that paffage given by the Counfel for 
Mr. O^Connor). It tlien proceeds: 

. ‘‘ Already have the Englilh fraternized with the Irifli 
“ and the Scots; and a delegate from each now fits 
with us. The facred flame of liberty is rekindled, the 
holy obligation of brotherhood is received with.en-^ 
tbufiafnu Even iw the Yand Armies it makes 
Ddd 
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fome progrefs. Disafffxtion prevails hi hoth^ 
United Britain burns to break her chains.’* * 

I had forgotten to fpeak of a circumftance relating to *" 
the fleets. Engliflimen have viewed with horror the feene 
of the Hermione frigate, whofe crew rofe on their officers,' 
murdered them, and carried the ftiip into the enemy’s 
port. They have feen many other plots laid (but fortunate¬ 
ly difeovered) to murder the officers and give up the ftiips 
to the enemy. Looking back to the oath adminiftered to 
the military in Ireland, to be true to the French,’* and 
the plans agreed upon to murder their officers and de¬ 
liver the arms up to the towns-people,” the reader will 
not be fo much at a lofs to judge whence fuch atrocious* 
plots could arife, or what the progrefs ef the BROTHER¬ 
HOOD in the fleets can mean. God forbid, that I (hould 
mention this with any idea of reproach to thofe gallant 
men who have fince fo glorioufly obliterated every ftain 
that could have attached to their condudb during the mu¬ 
tiny. They faw with regret that they had fallen vidlims 
to fedudtlon, and they glorioufty revenged thcmfelvcs on 
the enemies of their country. They have counterafted 
the atrocious plans of the confpiring Brotherhood j and 
when I mentioned the mutiny, it was only to remind them, 
that crafty feducers could perchayice furprize their natural 
honeUy. 

It continues: “ United as we arcy vve only wait with . 
impatience to fee the Hero of Italy, and the brave ve- 
‘‘-terans of the Great Nation. Myriads will hail their 
‘^arrival with fliours of joy; they will foon finiflj their 
glorious campaign ! Tyranny will vani/h fro?n the 
face of the earthy and^ crowned with laurels^ the in* 
vincible army of France will return to its native coun* 
try^ there long to enjoy the vjell earned praife ofagrate* 
ful zvorldyivhofe freedom they have pur chafed with their 
« hloodT ' (L. S.) 

Did fyeophants ever beg more eanieftly for the plun¬ 
der and devaftatiqn of their fellow-countrymen ; for ihey 
could no lunger plead ignorance of the views of the 
French ? Colonel Tate had made his defeent on the coaft 
of Wales the 22 i of February, 1797, and.his inftruftions, 
figned by Hoche,* the faithlcfs Conqueror of Quiberon,* 

^ Thefe infiruflions were much cavilled at by thofe papers 
that are ever founding the praifes of the french Kevolution ; 

I ^ 
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•rdered him to execute a coup de main on Briftol 
for its deftruftion was “ of the very laft importance, and 
^ every poflible effort fhould be made to accomplifh it/' 
on account of its riches and commerce. The troops were 
to be landed by night ^ within five miles of the town^ 
^ “ in the greateft filence, and being fuppJied with com* 
“ buftible matter, were to advance rapidly in the dark, 
on that fide of Briftol which might be to windward, 
and immediately fet fire to that quarter. If the enter- 
** prize be condudled (they fay) with dexterity, it cannot 
fail to produce the total ruin of the town, the port, the 
docks, and the veffels, and to ftrike terror and amaze- 
ment into the very heart of the capital of England,*' 
Let the inhabitants of Briftol now call on thofe iniiduou» 
brethren who dare commune with them, and alk them, 
Whether theyalfo approve of this invitation of the bro¬ 
therhood to the French, as they “ applauded and appro- 
^ ved the refolution ojforming another general conveyition** 
on the 2 ^th of April, I794> after the dirperlion of the 
Scotch Convention in December, 1793. After reading 
Hoche’s Inftrudilons, will they write again to the London 
Correfponding Society-—“ we read—we bluihed—-we 
‘‘ took courage—we did more j for we refolved on re-as- 
fembling.'* If fo they do, it is to be hoped that they 
will do it Tor the purpofe of making public atonement to 
their fellow-towiifmen for their paft condudfj for they 
can no longer fay *tis a mble-^th a virtuous—*tis 
^ god-like and immortal caufe~m which we are now mu- 
„ tually embarked.’*—(Appendix H.j 

and even fo late as the 31ft of Oflober, 1798, the Courier 
baldly declares them to be a clumfy fabrication of the minifte- 
rial writers. The Knglifli nation at large (houiti know that 
thofe inftrudlions were never doubted of by any well informed 
perfon, from the firftfeizure of them by Lord Cawdor in Fe¬ 
bruary, 1797 ; that they v;ere depofitcd at the Secretary of 
State’s office ; that they are alluded to in the report made the 
9th of May, 1798, by the Houfe of Commons On the treatment 
bf prifoners of and are publifhed in the Appendix ( 

No. XC.) to that report. When the reader is informed that 
an office is eftabliflicd, Rue dt* for the delivery of the 

Courier at Paris, that it is ftrongly recommended by a crea¬ 
ture of the Diredory, in one of iheir periodical papers, while 
aii other Engliffi papers, but o?ie^ are profciibed, his furprize 
will ceaie, as it is> natural to exped that ionie return nmil be 
made to the Direflory by the editor of this paper lor fo tnai ti¬ 
ed a favor, though it were at the expenfe ct truth. 
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The InflrucSlions proceed: The expedition undef 
Colonel Tate has in view three principal objects> th^ 
firfl: is, if pofTible, to raife an infurre^fion in the coun- 
“ try; the fecond is, to interrupt and ernbarrafs the com * 
merce of the enetny \ and the third, to prepare and faci- 
litate the way for a defcent,by diftrading the attention 
of the Englifh government. 

In all countries the poor are the clafs moft prone to 
infurre6Iion; and this difpofition is to he cherijhed by 
diftributing money and drink \ by inveighing againjl 
the government ^ KZ the cause or the public dis- 
“ tress ; by recommending and facilitating a rifing, to 
^ plunder the public ftores and magazines, and the pro- 
perty of the rich, whofe affluence is the natural fubje<5l: 
of envy to the poor.’' By fuch means “ numbers of 
artizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, and 
even malefactors,” were to be attracted and formed 
“ into new companies under the command of French of^ 
‘‘ fleers. 

“ The commerce of the enemy in the country is to be 
inierruptedby breaking down bridges,cutting ofFdykes, 
and ruining caufeways, which is, at the fame time, es- 
“ fentially necefTary for the prefervation of the army; by 
‘‘ plundering all convoys of fubfiftence, the public ftages 
and waggons, and even private carriages; the cutting 
off the fupplies of provifions from the principal towns, 
burning all veflels and boats in the rivers and canals, 
deftroying magazines, fetting fire to docks and coal- 
yards, rope-walks, great manufactories, See. See, It is 
to be obferved like wife, that by thefe means a crowd of 
artizans will be thrown out of employ -^ and of courfe 
“ be ready to embark in any meafure which holds out to 
‘‘ them fubfiftence and plunder without labor or fatigue.” 
To be fare, the poor, the v/orkmen, and artizans, are 
here held out as a moft profligate race; but Hoche, it is to 
be remembered, fpeaks from the example of France, where 
the deftruction of manuf^iCturing towns was looked upon 
as a means of recruiting the Jacobin ranks. Secret foci- 
cties had prepared them for fuch horrid deeds in France; 
and Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchefter, appear to 
have been the fir ft objeCts of the patriotic labors of the 
lecret'focieties in England. 

“ Subfiftence is to be feized wherever it can be found; 
if any town or village refufe to fupply it at the moment, 
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it is to he given up to immediate pillage \ your foldiers 
are to carry with them nothing but their arms; they 
zuillfind every where clothes^ linen^ and JJ^oes ; the in- 
habitants miiji fupply your wantSj and the feats of the 
gentry are to be your magazines. Wherever the le- 
gion, or any of its columns, is polfcd, if the neighboring 
parifhes do not give injlant notice oj the approach of the 
enemy by ringing bells, or otherwife, they are to be giv* 
^ en up TO FIRE AND SWORD. 

With boldnefs and intelligence combined, you may 
eafily poflefs yourfelf of Chejier or Liverpool^ which 
‘‘ you will ruin by burning the magazines^ and filling up 
the ports j or at leall: you will cut oft' all communication 
between thofe cities and the interior.—In order to 
fprcad the confternation and aftonilliment as widely as 
pollible, after the deftrudfion of Liverpool, (for this 
“ point is capital)^ you muft follow your blow, aud feize 
upon fome fmali town or fea-port on that coaft, v/hich' 
you will lay under contribution.’^ Was it (I would 
afk) to prepare the town of Liverpool for fuch afate that 
fo early as 1792, fome of its inhabitants entered into a di- 
redt correfpondence with the London focieties that were 
at that time addrefting the Jacobins of Paris and hailing 
them as brothers? Did they then conceive, that within 
the fpace of fix years an addrefs would be fent to invite 
thofe Jacobins into England, bearing fuch inftrudlions as 
are now laid before the reader?—During this timeHoche, 
in perfon was fiippofed to be in Ireland; and my reader 
may eafily conceive, by thefe inftrudfions, the horrors that 
he woujd have committed himfelf, had he fucceeded in his 
attempt at Bantry-Bay. Two other French parties were 
to have been adfing in concert with Tate, in all probabi¬ 
lity with fimilar inltrudlions, in Yorkftiire, Durham, and 
Northumberland; and without doubt thefe parties, if fuc- 
cefsful, would have as radically reformed the conftitution 
as could have been defired by that aftbeiation at Newcas^ 
tie upon Tyney which wrote, on the 24th of April, 1794, 
to inform the London Correfponding Society how cun^ 
ningly they met every w’eelc, “ admitting non^ hut knozun 
friendsy and afiuming no name hut that of newspa- 
PER-coMPANiEs.” Ncws indeed ! their town burnt, 
their port deftroyed—Great news—bloody news for the 
FRIENDS. Should they, however, not have been the nrfl: 
objecl of the rapacity of the implacable enemy, and, learn- 
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ing by the example of Briftol, have conceived hopes of 
preferving their town, by petitioning his majefty for a 
Hiilitary force, would they (I make bold to aflic) patrioti¬ 
cally finifh their petition, by hoping theWi^ 

“ DR A OF TYRANNY AND IMPOSITION Jhall foon fall 
« under the COILLOTINE OF truth and reason ! 1’* 
Let them learn before it is too late,— {Appendix^ H. p» 
a2i). 

in February laft, the United Britifli were fwcaring in 
profelytes in the Borough; and thefe feducers would have 
Continued their feditious practices, had they not been put 
to flight by the magiftrates of Union-hall; and John Cor- 
mick, in his declaration of July, 1798, ftated, that ‘^he 
knows there is an agent for the United Britifli refident 
in Paris, and that there are agents both for the United 
Britifli and Irifli refident at Hamburg.’^—f Irijh Ap*- 
No, XXXIL j-^Thus are we led to July, 1798, by au¬ 
thentic documents, which will be more than enough to 
convince the moft obftinate fceptick, that this confpiring 
.Sect is ever active and vigilant to betray its countrymen 
Lnto the hands of the moll implacable of enemies. 

Would to God that every Englifliman would refleft 
on the proceedings of Secret Societies! how clearly 
might he perceive their twofold objedl—of overturning 
a conftitution that has led England to the fummitof glo- 
. ry and profperity; and of eredling a power, on bloodfhed, 
rapine, and the negle6l of every focial duty. On the one 
fide, we fee the Rights of man. Equality and Liberty, fet 
forth by thefe infidious teachers, to prove to the indultri- 
ous. laborer and unwary artizan, that it is a breach of 
their rights to fee the inhabitants of the earth dillinguiCh- 
ed into claffes fubordinate to dilferent ranks and fubjefl 
to Superiors; that were thefe diftin£lions oimonopolizers 
oiice broken, the people would be then repoirefied of their 
iijnprefcnptible rights; that tyrannical laws would no 
longer reprefs the glorious zeal for the welfare of man¬ 
kind, and defpoticaily condemn tbofe real patriots^ the 
fuends of man and the defenders of their rights. The 
exifling governments are reprefented as an infringement 
ol’ the rights of the people; the mdgiflrates and military 
as agents of defpotifin; the clergy as inipoflors. On the 
other line, to eitabliih the rebellious power of the Secret 
Societic'.s, any number of perlbns being rendered difeon- 
tciued by hearing the perpetual declamations of thofe 



HISTORICAL PART* 


399 


tltical libertines-^ an oath of fecrecy and union is tendered 
to them 5 their curiolity and enthufiafin is next worked 
upon by the hopes of fecrets of high importance; they 
make profelytes; their alFemblies icon become too nu¬ 
merous; it is hinted that it would be dangerous, under 
the exilfing circumftances, to meet in fuch numbers; it 
is.propofed and agreed that they fhould divide, by tens for 
example; thatj in order to eftablifh a fort of fubordina- 
tion, each fociety (hould choofe a delegate; then the ten 
delegates depute one of theirs to a higher degree; fo froin 
degree to degree we rife to the Grand and Regulating 
Committee, One would think they had forgotten their 
declamations againft rank and Superiors. The leaif breach 
of fecrecy is to be punifhed by poifon or the dagger. Dis¬ 
obedience is feverely puniilisd ; and when we look to the 
Jacobin oath vve find that neither Father-^ Mother-^ Friend-^ 
Relation-^ nor even Alijlrefs^ are to be fpared, when the 
good of the caufe is in queftion. Is it that a few rebels, 
fiyling themfelves a Secret CoTrimittee, may in conjunc¬ 
tion with the mod: inveterate enemies of thefe kingdoms 
plunder and defpoil their fellow-countrymen, that Englifh- 
men will hearken to thefe feducers I Shall a few frantic 
Jacobins, becaufe they are arrived at the fummit or the 
pyramid, there to receive the loathfome fumes of blafphe- 
iny and rebellion, lord it over a nation that can boait of a’ 
Sovereign whofe virtues and paternal afteclion have rather 
made-him the father than the ruler of the nation;—^of a 
Houfe of Lords, deferibed even by the Jacobin Lacroix, 
as precious to the nation, becaufe it is a rampart of its 
liberties,”—of a Houfe of Commons ever watchful of 
the real rights of the people, in fpite of the declamations 
of the Brotherhood to reprefent it as the contrary over 

* Few people would fufpe6l, that the debates in Parliament 
could ever be convened into a tool for the propagation of the 
views of the Correfponding Society. '1 he following letter, 
however, will ihow how carefully our anceftors had forefeen 
every danger, when they ordained that the debates Oiould be 
kept fecret; it will alfo firve to explain the vehemence ofma- 
ny, on the occafion of the recent clearing of the galleries and 
bar during certain debates of high and ticklilh importance, fuch, 
for example, as the Irifh biifinefs. This letter from the Lon¬ 
don Correfponding Society { Appendix E. March 4. 175;,) is 
written to a fociety at Sheffield : “ With regard to petitioning 
“ Pailiament, we are unanimous in the opinio.i, that fach 4 
“ petition will not produce a reform; yet>/rom many conii- 
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a nation, in ftiort, that can boaft of Laws which, formed 
by the mutual confent of King, Lords, and Commons, 
have led it to unparalleled glory, profperity, and riches ? 
Is it to men who have been feated on juries, who have 
attended the public courts of juftice, that thefe feducers 
(hall hold forth on the maLadminiftrationof juftice? Shall 
a loyal army and vidorious navy be reprelented as the 
agents of defpotifm and tyranny, becaufe they will not 
murder their officers and defert to the enemy ?—No, En- 
glifhmen; fuch efforts fliall ever meet with the contempt 
they deferve; union, honefty, and loyalty, fliall lead us 
to viftory; and, ever mindful of our duties to God and 
man, we may bid defiance to the malignity of our inter¬ 
nal, and the rapacity of our external foes. 

So be it! 

derations, we are now perfuaded, that ifevery fociety in the 
“ 'fiand WDuld fend forward a petition, we fhould ultimately 
** gain ground ; for as much as it fsree the prefent niern* 
hers o f the feiiate repeatedly to difenfs the fuhjeci: and their 
deliberationss prhited in the differe?it nenvfpapersy will moll 
naturally awaken the pubiic ??/iml towards the ohjehJ of our 
purfnit; the nation once informed that a reform in Parlia- 
“ ment is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to de- 
bates in the Iloufe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
every rank to be wanting, <iuillbegin to exercife its onvn rea- 
fon on the fubject (probably, as we have feen five or fix me.- 
chanics of Shtfiield doing). lArrived at that period, we pre-* 
‘‘ fume that our bufinefs will be nearly accomplifhcd.^^ 


END OF THE FOURTH AND LAST PARt» 
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